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M DCCLXXXIV. 


TO  THE 


Right  Honourable  Lord  HERBERT. 

MY  LORD, 


S the  advantages  whiclr  I enjoyed  from  accompanying 


your  Lordihip  upon  your  travels  enabled  me  to  col- 
lecft  the  materials  for  the  following  work,  it  cannot  be  in- 
fcribed  to  any  other  perfon  with  fo  much  propriety  as  to 
your  Lordfliip.  You,  I flatter  myfelf,  will  recollect  with 
pleafnre  the  refult  of  thofe  inquiries  to  which  you  were 
particularly  attentive ; and  I am  happy  in  this  publick  op- 
portunity of  exprefling  the  grateful  fenfe  which  I enter- 
tain of  being  honoured  with  your  Lordfhip's  friendQiip ; 
and  of  declaring  the  fincere  regard  and  attachment  with 
Vv^hich  I am, 


My  Lord,. 


Your-  Lordiliip’s  mod  faithful 


And  obedient  fervant, 


King’s  College,  Cambridge, 
April  2,  1784. 


WILLIAM  GOX.E,- 
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H E following  pages  contain  the  refult  of  that  Intelligence 


-2.  which  I colle6ted,  and  thofe  obfervations  which  occurred, 
during  my  travels  through  the  Northern  kingdoms  of  Europe;  and 
it  is  neceffary  to  apprize  the  reader  upon  what  foundation  the 
principal  fads  are  fupported. 

In  regard  to  Poland,  I was  honoured  with  information  from  per- 
fons  of  the  higheft  rank  and  authority  ; and  fortunately  obtained 
poffeffion  of  fome  original  letters  written  from  Warfaw,  before  and 
during  the  Partition,  which  have  enabled  me  to  throw  a confiderable 
light  over  that  interefling  period.  I prefume,  therefore,  that  the 
account  of  Poland  comprehends  many  particulars  which  have  not 
been  hitherto  prefented  to  the  publick. 

With  refped  to  Ruffia,  as  the  Emprefs  herfelf  deigned  to  anfwcr 
fome  queries  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  publick  prifons*;  this 
gracious  condefeenfon  in  fo  great  a foverelgn  could  not  but  facili- 
tate my  further  inquiries. 

To  this  1 muft  add,  that  the  late  .celebrated  hiftorian  t,  Mr.  Muller,^ 
favoured  me  with  various  communications  on  fome  of  the  moft  im- 
portant and  intricate  parts  of  the  Ruffian  annals,  and  2'>olnted  out 
to  me  the  moft  approved  writers  on  this  empire. 

The  nature  of  the  Swedlffi  government  rendered  the  fources  of 
information  eafy  of  accefs  ; and,  lince  my  return  to  England,  feveral 

See  Vol.  TI.  p.  84.  the  order  of  St  Vladimir,  has,  in  rcfpc(ft 

f IMr.  IMullcr  died  in  the  latter  end  of  to  his  memory,  conferred  a penfion  on  his 
1783.  The  Emprefs,  who,  in  conUdeiation  widow,  and.ennobled  his  fon. 

,of  iiis  great  merit,  had  honoured  him  with 
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Swedifh  gentlemen,  well  verfed  in  the  conftltution  of  their  country, 
have  fupplied  much  additional  intelligence. 

As  the  materials  which  I acquired  in  Denmark  were  lefs  extenhve 
than  thofe  colledled  in  the  other  parts,  the  account  of  that  kingdom 
is  confined  to  thofe  circumftances  which  I was  able  to  afcertain,  it 
having  been  my  invariable  refolution  never  to  adopt  uncertain  ac- 
counts, but  to  adhere  folely  to  thofe  fadls  which  appeared  to  me 
to  be  derived  from  the  moft  unqueftionable  authorities. 

In  the  hiftorical  relations  I have  had  recourfe  to  many  Englifh 
and  foreign  authors,  and  particularly  feveral  German  writers  of  un- 
impeached veracity,  who  were  refident  for  a confiderable  time  in 
fome  of  the  Northern  kingdoms,  and  from  whom  I have  drawn 
many  anecdotes  not  known  to  the  Englifh  reader. 

Throughout  this  work  I have  fcrupulonfly  cited  the  authors 
whom  I have  confulted,  and  have  fubjoined  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
firft  volume  a lift  of  the  principal  books  employed  on  this  occafion, 
with  an  explanation  of  the  references  by  which  they  are  diftin- 
guifhed. 

I cannot  clofe  this  preface  without  exprefting  my  obligations  to 
Mr.  Wraxall,  Mr.  Pennant,  and  Dr.  Pulteney,  for  their  refpedlive 
alfiftance,  acknowledged  in  the  courfe  of  the  work.  Colonel  Floyd 
alfo  claims  my  fincereft  thanks  for  communicating  his  accurate 
Journal  of  our  Tour,  to  whofe  obfervations  and  defcriptions,  befide 
the  extradls  in  the  following  pages,  I gratefully  confefs  myfelf  in- 
debted for  many  interefting  particulars. 
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I. 

■Refearcbes  into  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  Polifli  govern^ 
ment.—An  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  gradual  dimi^ 
nution  of  royal  prerogative^  and  ejiablipoment  of  a monarchy 
wholly  eleSlive. — Licentious  power  and  condudl  of  the  iwbles, 

— Bad  effedis  of  ariftocratical  authority. 

TT  is  a matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  inveftigate  in  any  cha?, 
country  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  its  conftitution ; as . , 

well  becaufe  the  beginning  of  all  hiftories  is  involved  in  ob- 
fciirity  and  fable  ; as  becaufe  that  body  of  laws  and  ufages, 
which  form  the  elfence  of  every  government,  is  not  created 
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BOOK  at  once,  in  any  particular  period,  or  by  a fingle  event,  but 
I'  , generally  refults  from  a feries  of  cucumftances,  many  of 
them  fcarce  feparately  difcernible.  In  Poland,  however,  the 
political  obferver  has  this  lingular  advantage,  that  a fuccef- 
fion  of  accurate  hiftorians  - (forae  of  whom  flouriflied  foon 
after  the  aera,  when  the  moll;  important  branches  of  the  Po- 
lifli  conifitution  were  afcertained)  have  developed  with  un- 
common precilion  and  care  the  various  occurrences  and  in- 
ilitutions,  from  which  the  extraordinary  form  of  government, 
at  prefent  fubliliing  in  that  kingdom,  was  gradually  derived. 
By  means  of  their  authentic  narratives  we  are  enabled  to  trace, 
in  what  manner,  and  from  what  concurrence  of  circum- 
ftances,  a monarchy  nearly  abfolute,  funk  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  centuries,  without  any  depofition  of  the  prince  or  violent 
convullion,  into  a hate  of  almoft  total  ariftocracy. 

A brief  inquiry  into  the  principal  incidents  which  pro- 
duced this  remarkable  conllitution,  accompanied  by  fuch 
political  reflexions  as  the  progrefs  of  the  detail  fuggefts,  will 
not,  I flatter  myfelf,  prove  uninterefting  ; and  will  properly 
introduce  a view  of  Poland  in  its  prefent  flate. 

The  fovereigns  of  Poland  are  ufnally  ranged  into  four 
dalles.  1.  Of  the  houfe  of  Leflco.  II.  Of  Piafl.  III.  Of 
faghellon.  IV.  Of  diflerent  families.  Thefe  clafles  divide 
the  hiflory  of  Poland  into  four  correfponding  periods, 

I.  The  flrll  t i)cnod  is  allowed  by  the  bell;  Polifli  hillo- 
rians  to  be  entirely  fabulous  ; they  therefore  generally  com- 
• n;ience  their  narratives  at  the  fecond  3cra. 

II. 

* DlugofTiiis,  the  father  of  Polifli  hiHory,  t Qm*  de  Lecho  ejufi]U8  fiiccefforibus  aJ 

wabhorn  in  141;,  only  4 ; years  after  the  Piaflum  ufqiic  ct  ultra  iiicinorantur,  fiint 
demife  of  Cafimir  the  CJrcat,  from  whole  obfciira,  fabulofi,  ct  falfi,  quare  hicntio. 
r<i{;n  Poland  cl  lies  hci  urittcii  laws.  Me  tranfmittiimir,  iic  variis  narrationibiis  im- 
his  tiKlory  Irom  the  eai  liefl  |)ti  iod  of  moremur  ; are  the  words  of  Letigiiieh, 
tho  Polifh  annals,  and  carries  It  down  to  tlie  Hifl.  Polon.  |).  2.  The  fabulous  flory  of 
year  14^0.  Ldko  is  as  follows:  Upon  the  death  of 

I Ltfko 
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II.  The  earlieR  part  even  of  this  fecond  epoch  has  an  air  of  chap. 
romance  ; and  the  account  of  Piaft,  who  gave  his  name  to  . , 

a line  of  kings,  and  from  whom  all  the  natives  of  Poland 
who  have  afcended  the  throne  are  to  this  day  called 
Piaft,  is  little  elfe  than  a feries  of  fidtions.  By  fome  he 
is  faid  to  have  been  a wheelwright,  by  others  a common 
peafant,  and  by  all  to  have  gained  the  crown  through 
the  vifible  interpolition  of  two  angels.  Nor  indeed  can 
we  expedl  any  faithful  accounts  of  a people  buried  in  bar- 
barifm,  wholly  without  letters,  and  immerfed  in  Pagan  fu- 
perftition.  We  cannot  therefore  date  the  authenticity  of 
the  Polifli  annals  earlier  than  the  acceffion  of  Micillaus  II.  a.  d. 
the  fourth  fovereign  of  the  line  of  Piaft : from  his  reign 
Poland  began  to  be  connedted  with  Germany,  the  hiftorians 
of  which  country,  as  well  asthofe  of  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
throw  a confiderable  light  upon  PoliQi  affairs  prior  to  the 
exiftence  of  native  hiftorians. 

Some  writers  have  obferved,  that  during  the  whole  of 
the  fecond  period  the  monarchy  was  always  eledlive,  and  the 
fovereign  limited  in  his  power ; others,  on  the  contrary, 
have  affirmed,  that  the  crown  was  hereditary,  and  its  autho- 
rity abfolute  : but  this  controverfy  may  be  eafily  reconciled  ; 
the  crown  feemed  liereditary  from  its  continuance  in 
the  fame  family,  and  had  at  the  fime  time  an  eledlive  aj> 


Lelko  I.  dnke  of  Poland,  a race  was  ap- 
pointed on  horfebcck,  and  the  viftor  was  to 
be  nominated  lovtreign.  Lefzec,  one  of  ilie 
candidates,  in  order  to  I'ccure  the  victory, 
flrewcd  part  of  the  courfe  with  nails,  leav- 
ing a clear  pafTage  for  liis  own  horie.  This 
iU  atageiii  'a  as  diicoveied  by  tinttther  of  the 


candidates,  ai^d  undo  known  to  the  people  ; 
the  latter  rofe,  mailhcted  Ixfzee,  and  pro- 
cldmcd  tlie  other  duke,  who  all'amed  the 
name  of  Lefko  11.  The  a-ra  in  which  this 
Lelko  reigned  is  fo  tincertain,  that  fome 
hillorians  refer  it  to  the  6fh,  others  the  7th, 
and  even  the  Sth  century. 


peanuicc, 
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BOOK  pearance,  becaufe,  upon  the  death  of  the  king,  his  fuccelTor 
. was  formally  nominated  and  recognized  in  an  affembly  of 
the  nobility  and  clergy  of  the  realm..  With  refpe6t  to  the 
extent  of  the  king’s  authority,  his  power,  as  in  the  gene- 
rality of  feudal  governments  when  exercifed  by  an  able  and 
enterprifing  prince,  triumphed  over  all  controul ; but,  in  the 
hands  of  an  incapable  fovereign,  was  eaiily  deprefled  by 
the  privileges  of  a licentious  and  warlike  nobility. 

^347-  Towards  the  clofe  of  this  fecond  period,  Calimir  the  Great 
retrenched  the  turbulent  and  oppreffive  authority  of  the 
principal  barons ; and  granted  certain  immunities  to  the 
nobles  and  gentry.  This  great  monarch  was  aware,  that  no 
other  expedient  could  introduce  order  into  this  kingdom, 
except  a limitation  of  the  vaft  influence  pofTefTed  by  the  t Pa- 
latines or  principal  nobility  : if  he  had  been  fucceeded  by  a 
line  of  hereditary  monarchs,  it  is  probable  that  the  barons 
w^ould  never  have  recovered  their  former  afcendancy  ; 
and  that  the  feudal  fyftem  would  have  been  gradually  anni- 
hilated in  Poland  as  in  other  parts  of  Europe. 

But  his  nephew  Louis,  king  of  Hungary  wdio  fucceeded 
him,  being  a foreigner,  was  obliged,  in  order  to  enfure  the 
poffellion  of  the  throne,  to  fubfcribe  certain  conditions,  which 
infringed  the  power  of  the  fovereign,  and  gave  frefh  vigour 
to  that  of  the  barons  and  inferior  nobles.  The  principal 
concefTions  made  by  Louis  were,  not  to  impofe  any 
additional  taxes  by  his  mere  regal  authority  without  the 

* Memorati  ergo  principes,  non  per  ejiif-  grederentor. 
modi  elcftionem,  (pialis  liodie  cclcbranir,  Lengnich,  Jus  Publicum  Regni  PoIoniK 
ad  rcgnum  pervencruiit,  fed  tle(Stio  quam  V.  I.  p.  58. 

pafiim  nominant  fcriptores,  revetji  crat  de-  f Palatinorum  et  jiidicum  infinita  po- 
claratio  proccnim  &c  luiliilinm,  qure  proDce-  tcftas  coercita  eft,  &cc.  Sarnie  ins,  p.  1141. 
debat,  aiUcepu'ui  regimen  novi  principes  in- 


confent 
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eonfent  of  the  nation  ; and  that  in  cafe  of  his  demife  with-  chap. 
out  male  heirs,  the  privilege  of  appointing  a fovcreign  fliould  , , 

revert  to  the  nobles  at  large 

In  confequence  of  this  agreement,  Louis  was  allowed  to 
afcend  the  throne  without  oppofition  ; and  having  no  Ions, 
he,  with  a view  of  infuring  the  fucceffion  to  his  fon-in-law 
the  Emperor  Sigifmund  married  to  his  eldeft  daughter 
Maria,  promifed,  in  addition  to  all  the  former  grants,  to 
diminifh  the  taxes,  to  repair  the  fortreffes  at  his  own  ex- 
pence, and  to  confer  no  dignities  or  offices  upon  foreigners  t. 

III.  The  third  period  begins  upon  the  death  of  Louis,  1382*- 
when  the  Poles  very  politically  fet  afide  Sigifmond,  who 
would  have  been  formidable  to  their  newly  acquired 
immunities  ; and  ele6led  for  their  king  Ladillaus  Jaghellon 
duke  of  Lithuania,  in  confequence  of  his  fully  confirming 
all  the  ftipulations  of  Louis,  and  efpoufingHedwige  youngelt 
daughter  of  the  deceafed  monarch. 

As,  by  the  renunciation  of  Louis,  the  kings  of  Poland 
were  di veiled  of  the  right  to  impofe  taxes  without  eonfent 
of  , the  nation,  Ladillaus  affiembled  the  nobles  in  their 
refpedlive  provinces  in  order  to  obtain  an  additional  tribute. 

Thefe  provincial  alfemblies  gave  birth  to  the  dietines;  which, 
however,  no  longer  retain  the  power  of  railing  money  in 
their  feveral  dillridls,  but  only  eledf  the  nuntios  or  repre- 
fentatives  for  the  general  diet. 

Ladiflaus  III.  Ion  of  Ladiflaus  Jaghellon,  purchafed  his« 
nomination  to  the  fucceffion,  during  the  life  of  his  father, 
by  a confirmation  of  all  the  privileges  above  enumerated, 
which  he  folemnly  ratified  at  his  acceffion. 

* Dlugoffius,  Lib.  IX.  p.  1102,  &:c.  J Prebitorum,  Baroimrn  et  Militarium., 

f See  Lengnich,  Pac.  Con.  Aug.  III.  Lengnich,  Jus  Pub.  \ ol.  II.  p.  35. 
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BOOK  Under  Cafimir  III.  brother  and  fucceffor  to  Ladifiaus 
. . Ill,  leveral  further  innovations  were  introduced  into  the 

original  conflitution,  all  unfavourable  to  regal  prerogative. 
One  of  the  principal  changes  which  took  place  in  this 
reign,  and  which  laid  the  foundation  of  hill  more  important 
revolutions  in  the  Polifh  government,  was  the  convention 
of  a national  diet  invelted  with  the  foie  power  of  granting 
fupplies.  Each  Palatinate  or  province  was  permitted  to  fend 
to  this  general  diet,  betide  the  Palatines  and  other  principal 
barons,  a certain  number  of  nuntios  or  reprefentatives, 
chofen  by  the  nobles  and  burghers  t.  This  reign  is  there- 
fore confidered  by  the  popular  party  as  the  aera,  at  which 
the  freedom  of  the  conhitution  was  permanently  eftablilhed. 
Calimir  was  engaged  in  feveral  unfuccefsful  wars,  which 
exhaufted  the  royal  treafures ; and  as  he  could  not  impofe 
any  taxes  without  the  confent  of  the  nation,  he  was  under 
the  neceffity  of  applying  repeatedly  to  the  diet  for  fubfidies  ; 
almoft  every  fupply  was  accompanied  with  a lift  of  griev- 
ances, and  produced  a diminution  of  prerogative. 

In  Poland,  as  in  all  feudal  governments,  the  barons,  at 
the  head  of  their  vaflals,  are  bound  to  tight  in  defence  of 
the  kingdom  : before  the  reign  of  Calimir  III.  the  king 
could  require  fuch  military,  or,  as  they  were  called,  feudal 
fervices ; but  this  monarch,  in  compenfation  for  fome  pe- 
cuniary aid,  gave  up  that  privilege,  and  renounced};  the 
power  of  fummoning  the  nobles  to  his  ftandard  ; he  like- 
wife  agreed  not  to  enadt  any  laws  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  national  diet. 

* Sometimes  called  Cafiinlr  IV.  que  terrigcnas  ad  helium  moverl  mandaret, 

t lee  chap.  Vlll.  for  proof  that  the  ablque  conventione  communi  in  finguli* 
burghers  were  permitted  to  fend  reprefen-  terris  inflituenda. 
tatives.  Conli.  Bol.  v,  I.  p.  186. 

I <juod  nullas  conllitutiones  faccret,  ne- 
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John  Albert,  fecond  fon  of  Gafimir,  being  clcded  in  pie- 
ference  to  his  elder  brother  Latliflaus  king  of  Hungary  and' — v — 
Bohemia,  affented  without  hefitation,  as  the  price  of  this 
partiality,  to  all  the  immunities  extorted  from  his  prede- 
ceffors ; and  fwore  to  their  obfervance  in  a general  diet 
held  at  Petrikau,  1496. 

Alexander,  brother  and  fucceVTor  of  John  Albeit,  declared, 
in  1505,  the  following  limitations  of  fovereign  authority  to 
he  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  i.  The  king  cannot 
impofe  taxes.  2.  He  cannot  require  the  feudal  fervices; 

3.  nor  alienate  the  royal  domains;  4.  nor  enacT  laws;  5. 
nor  coin  money.;  6.  nor  alter  the  procefs  iii  the  courts  of 
juftice. 

Sigifmond  I.  fueceeded  Alexander:  oned  of  the  Polilh 
hiftorians,  fpeaking  of  his  reign,  exclaims  with  much 
indignation,  “ The  king  is  almoft  wholly  deftitute  of  powder; 

“ he  cannot  procure  any  fubfidy  on  the  mofl  preffing  emer- 
“ gency,  for  Carrying  on  war,  or  for  the  portion  of  his 
daughters,  without  increaling  the  privileges  of  the  no- 
bility.” 

Notwithflanding,  however,  this^  exclamation,  we  cannot 
forbear  to  remark,  that  the  power  of  levying  taxes  at  difere- 
tion  is  the  moft  dangerous  prerogative  that  can  be  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  a fovereign,  and  the  moft  formidable  engine 
of  defpotic  authority : the  acquifition  of  it  by  the  monarchs 
of  France  finally  fubverted  the  liberties  of  that  kingdom  ; 
and  it  was  made  the  firft  object  of  reliftance  by  the  aflertors 
of  freedom  in  our  own  country. 

* Praeclarorum  Baronum  ac  nuntiorum  forum  confilio  ac  voluntate,  &c.  Cond.  Pol. 
de.fingulis  terns. hie  congreflbrum  univer-  v.  1.  p.  294.  f 'Orichovius. 


VoL.  L 


C 


If 


30 


SKETCH  OF  THE 


If  indeed  we  were  inclined  to  point  out  any  particular  pe- 
riod, at  which  the  Polifli  conftitution  attained  its  moft  perfedf 
ilate,  we  fliould  perhaps  fix  on  the  reign  of  Sigifmondl.  when 
the  perfon  and  property  of  the  fubje(5l  were  fecured  by  ample 
provifions  ; and  the  crown  ftill  retained  confiderable  influ- 
ence. But  the  time  was  arrived,  when  an  inordinate  pafiTion 
for  liberty  led  the  nobles  to  render  the  throne  wholly 
ele61;ive ; and  at  each  ele6tion  to  continue  their  encroach- 
ments upon  the  regal  authority,  until  the  king  was  reduced 
to  a mere  pageant.  The  firft  public  attempt  towards  efta- 
blifiiing  this  favourite  objedl  of  the  Poles,  a free  election  of 
the  king,  was  brought  forward  in  the  reign  of  Sigifmond 
Auguftus,  fon  and  fuccelTor  of  Sigifmond  1.  who  was  con- 
firained  in  1550  to  agree,  that  no  future  king  fiiould  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  throne,  unlefs  he  was  freely  elected  by  the  nation. 

The  death  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus  without  iflue  gave  efii- 
cacy  to  this  conceflion,  which  might  otherwife  have  been 
counteracfted  by  the  popularity  and  influence  attendant  on  a 
claimant  by  hereditary  fucceflion.  For  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  remark,  that,  during  the  Jaghellon  line,  the 
fovereigns  upon  their  acceflion,  or  eledtion,  although  form- 
ally raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  confent  of  the  nation,  ftill 
refted  their  pretenfions  upon  hereditary  right,  as  well  as 
upon  this  confent ; always  ftyling  themfelves  heirs  of  the 
kingdom  of  Poland,  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  in  whom  the 
male  line  of  the  Jaghellon  family  became  extincft,  was  the 
laft  who  bore  that  title 

IV.  The  fourth  period  begins  upon  the  demife  of  Sigif- 
mond Auguftus,  in  1572,  when  all  title  to  the  crown 
fiom  hereditary  right  was  formally  abrogated,  and  the  moll 


Lciigiiich,  Jus  Pub.  V,  I.  p.  59. 
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abfolute  freedom  of  ele<5lion  eftabliflied  upon,  the  moft  per-  cha.p. 
manent  bafis.  At  this  sera  a charter  of  immunities  waS' — ^ — 
drawn  up  at  a general  diet,  a ratification  of  which  it  was 
determined  to  exa£t  from  the  new  fovereign,  prior  to  his 
eledtion.  The  ground- work  of  this  charter,  termed  in  the 
Polifh  law  PaSfa  Convent  a ^ was  the  whole  body  of  privileges 
obtained  from  Louis  and  his  fuccefibrs,  with  the  following 
additions  ; i . That  the  king  fliouM  be  elective,  and  that  his 
fuccefiTor  fliould  never  be  appointed  during  his  life.  2. 

That  the  diets,  the  holding  of  which  depended  folely  upon 
the  will  of  the  kings,  fliould  be  aflTembled  every  two  years. 

3. That  every  - noble  or  gentleman  in  the  whole  realm  fliould 
have  a vote  in  the  diet  of  election.  4.  That,  in  cafe  the  king 
fliould  infringe  the  laws  and  privileges  of  the  nation,  his 
fubje(fts  fliould  be  abfolved  from  their  oaths  of  allegiance. 

From  this  period  the  PaBa  Conventa^  occafionally  enlarged, 
have  been  confirmed  by  every  fovereign  at  his  coronation. 

Henry  of  Valois,  duke  of  Anjou  and  brother  of  Charles 
IX.  King  of  France,  was  the  firfl:  fovereign  who  afceiided  the 
throne  after  the  conftitutioii  had  been  thus  new-modelled. 

He  fecured  his  election,  as  well  by  private  bribes  to  the  no- 
bles, as  by  a ftipulation  to  pay  an  annual  penfion  to  the  Re- 
public from  the  revenues  of  France.  His  example  has  been 
iieceflarily  followed  by  each  fucceeding  fovereign,  who, 
befide  an  unconditional  ratification  of  the  Podia  Conventa^ 
has  been  always  coiiftraiiied  to  purchafe  the  crown  by  a 
public  largefs  and  by  private  corruption  ; circumftances 
which  endear  to  the  Poles  an  elective  monardiy. 

Under  Stephen  Bathori,  the  regal  power  was  flill  further 
abridged  by  the  appointment  of  fixteen  refident  fenators, 

* See  the  Definition  of  a Noble.  Ch.VIlI. 
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BodK  chofen  at  each  diet,  to  attend  the  king,  and  to  give  their  opi^ 
— J . nion  in  all  matters  of  importance,  fo  that  he  could  not  ifflie 
any  decree  without  their  confent*.  Another  fatal  blow  was 
alfo  given  to  his  prerogative  in  1 5 7 8,  by  taking  from  him  the 
fupfeme  jurifdidlion,  or  the  power  of  judging  in  the  laft  refort 
the  caufes  of  the  nobles,. excepting  fuch  as  arife  within  a fmall 
diftance  t of  the  fovereign’s  place  of  relidence  : it  was 
enacted,  that  without  the  concurrence  of  the  king  each  pa- 
latinate or  province  fhould  eledt  in  their  dietines  their  own 
judges,  who  fliould  form  fupreme  courts  of  j uftice^  called 
I’ribunalia  Regni  t ; and  that  in  thefe  courts  the  caufes  of  the 
nobles  lliould  be  decided  finally  and  without  appeal ; a 
mode  of  judicature  which  prevails  to  this  day. 

The  turbulent  reign  of  John  Cafimir  was  marked  by  the 
introdudtion  of  the  Liberum  Veto  j],  or  the  power  which  each 
nuntio  claims  and  exercifes  of  interpofing  a negative,  and  in 
confequence  of  that  interpolition  of  breaking  up  the  diet; 
a privilege  which  the  fovereign  himfelf  does  not  pofFefs,  and 
which  has  contributed  more  than  any  other  innovation  to 
deflroy  the  due  balance  of  the  Polifli  conflitution. 

But  the  king  was  dill  the  fountain  of  honour : he  con- 
ferred the  principal  dignities  and  great  oflices  of  the  repub- 
lic ; and  beftowed  the  Starofties,  or  Royal  fiefs,  which  are 
held  during  the  life-time  of  the  pofTeffor.  Hence  he  ftill 
maintained  great  influence  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  ; 
but  this  laft  folitary  branch  of  royal  prerogative  was  wrefted 

* This  appointment  was  made,  in  1573,  pcrfon,  but  this  ceafcd  to  be  the  ciiftom 
under  Henry,  but  did  not  abfolutely  take  from  the  time  of  Augiiftus  II.  and  the  Great 
place  till  the  reign  of  Stephen.  Lengnich,  Chancellor  now  exercifes,  in  his  Majetly’s 
Jus  Pub.  V.  I p.  344.  n.  44.  name,  that  branch  of  royal  property. 

I 'J'he  courts  exercifing  juftice  in  tlie  t Lengnich,  Jus  Pub.  v.  11.  p.  536. 
king’s  name  within  this  diftriifl  are  called  1|  For  an  account  of  the  Liberum  Veto, 
Aflefforia  Regni.  Until  the  death  of  John  fee  chap.  VI. 

Sobiefki,  the  kings  judged  frequently  in 
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from  his  prefent  Majefty  at  the  eftablilliment  of  the  Perma- 
nent Council  » 

Thus  it  appears,  that,  from  the  time  of  Louis  to  the  pre- 
fent period,  the  nobles  have  continued  without  interruption 
to  diminiili  the  regal  authority,  and  to  augment  their  own 
privileges.  Many  of  the  conceffions  which  they  obtained 
from  the  fovereigns  of  the  Jaghellon  line,  were  juft  and 
reafonable,  and  aimed  only  at  an  equitable  degree  of  free^ 
dom.  When,  however,  an  abfolute  right  to  difpofe  of  fo 
tempting  an  objecft  as  the  crown  gave  them  repeated  oppor- 
tunities of  prefcribing  unconditional  terras  to  every  candidate 
for  the  throne,  they  were  no  longer  content  with  that  equal 
diftribution  of  power,  which  is  the  excellence  of  a limited 
monarchy  ; but  afpired  to  and  nearly  attained  a direift  arifto^- 
cracy  under  a regal  title  and  form. 

From  this  general  review  of  the  revolutions  in  the  con-* 
ftitution  of  Poland,  we.  may  eafily  infer,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  fo  much  boafted  liberty,  the  Poles  are  by  no 
means  equally  free.  Indeed  their  hiftorians,  however  they  may 
differ  in  other  points,  unanimoufly  agree  in  reprobating  their 
afteCdation  of  liberty,  the  fliadow  rather  than  the  reality  of 
freedom;  which  is  in  fa6l  merely  a turbulent  fyftem  of 
Arifto.awtic  licentioufnefs,  where  a few  members  of  the 
community  are  above  the  controul  of  law,  while  the  majo- 
rity are  excluded  from  its  protection.  We  .ftiould  fuppofc, 
that,  if  in  any  inftance  they  were  free,  it  would  be  in  the? 
election  of  a king,  one  of  their  moft  vaunted  privileges  ; and 
yet  Sarnifki  addreffes  the  Poles  with  great  truth  in  the  fol-. 
lowing  words : “ Turn  over  your  annals,  and  you  will. 

* A delineation  ef  the  Permanent  Conn-  bliilied  it,  is  given  in  chapter  V, 
cil  in  the  words  of  the  edift  which  eita-- 


“ Icarccly 


•14 


SKETCH  OF  THE 


BOOK  u fcarcely  find  a fingle  example  of  a free  elecSlion  An- 
i other  Polilh  hiftorian  of  great  note,  the  celebrated  Staniflaus 
Lubienflci  bihiop  of  Plotfko,  juftly  contends  that  the  Poles, 
free  as  they  pretend  to  be,  are  abfolutely  in  a flate  of  flavery, 
to  which  they  have  been  reduced  by  an  inconfiderate  paflion 
for  liberty  +. 

In  a word,  it  is  evident  beyond  the  poffibility  of  doubt, 
from  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  that  the  Poles  were  more 
free  at  home,  and  more  independent  and  flourifhing  abroad, 
when  the  fovereign  had  more  authority,  when  the  nobles 
affifted  at  the  diets  without  the  privilege  of  diffolving  them ; 
and  when  they  fubmitted  themfelves  and  their  peafants  to 
the  jurifdicStion  of  the  king.  The  proof  of  this  affertion  is 
founded  on  the  following  fa(5ls. 

I.  The  prefent  wretched  ftate  of  the  towns  compared 
with  their  former  flourifliing  condition,  during  the  reigns  of 
the  Jaghellon  family,  when  the  burghers  even  poffefTed  a 
right  of  fending  nuntios  to  the  diets  J,  forms  a ftrong  con- 
traft  to  their  former  profperity  ; and  attefts  the  melancholy 
-effedls  of  ariftocratical  defpotifm. 

II.  The  wretched  condition  and  poverty  of  the  peafants, 
whofe  increafe  of  oppreflion  has  kept  pace  in  an  equal  pro- 
portion with  the  increafe  of  the  power  of  the  nobles ; for 
when  the  king  loft  his  weight  in  the  conftitution,  this  moft 
numerous  and  ufeful  order  of  fociety  loft  a patron  and  pro- 
tccftor. 


* Revolvite  annales  vcftros  vix  iillum  ex- 
cmphiin  libera,'  eIe(^ionis  iiivenictis. 

t Kxpendarruis  paululnm  ftatum  reipub- 
lic*  : iiiconfukus  libertatis  amor  dum  iidem 
leges  feriint,  qiii  pocnis  obnoxii  flint,  et  im- 
punitatis  defiderio,  juris,  quo  tot  fieculis 
patria  ftetit,  convcllunt  fundamenta,  nos  eo 


redegit  ut  llleri  pcjjimo  cuiqiie  fervlamus. 
Nulla  legiim  reverentia,  nulla  potellatis 
verecundia  : tantum  quifque  audet,  quan- 
tum habet  virium.  Dudum  jam  agricolas 
niiferos  afpero  fervitutis  jugo  preffimus,  &c. 

p.  194. 

X See  Chap.  VIII. 
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III.  A total  confufion  introduced  into  the  adminiftration  chap. 
of  public  affairs  ; and  a Rate  of  anarchy,  which  prevents ' — J ^ 
deliberation,  and  delays  the  adoption  of  neceffary  meafures 
even  in  times  of  the  moft  preffing  emergency. 

IV.  The  declenfion  of  the  importance,  and  contraction  of 
the  territories  of  the  republic.  During  the  reigns  of  the  kings 
of  the  Jaghellon  family,  before  the  nobles  had  acquired  a 
decided  preponderancy  in  the  hate,  the  kingdom  of  Poland 
was  far  more  powerful  and  extenfive  than  it  is  at  prefen t : 
fince  the  changes  in  the  conftitution,  and  the  introdudfion  of 
anarchy  falfely  called  liberty,  the  Poles  have  not  only  made 
no  conqueft  except  what  they  have  been  forced  to  relinquifli ; 
but  have  feen  even  their  original  territories  gradually 
mouldering  away,  and  at  laft  confiderably 'reduced  by  the 
late  partition.  A kingdom  with  more  than  twelve  million? 
of  inhabitants,  if  well  regulated,  would  never  have  fell  fo  eafy 
a prey  to  the  ambition  of  its  neighbours  : its  internal 
llrength,  aflifted  by  its  natural  alliances,  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  have  protracfted,  if  not  prevented,  its  difmcm- 
berment.  Nor  are  the  fatal  eflfefis  of  the  evils  inherent  in 
the  conftitution  yet  fully  exhaufted  : the  fame  incapacity  of 
reftfting  the  encroachments  of  neighbouring  powers,  which 
made  the  Poles  fo  tamely  accede  to  the  late  divifion,  will  ren- 
der them  equally  fubmiffive,  whenever  any  future  claims 
lhall  be  urged  by  a combination  of  the  neighbouring  ftates  ;• 
and  compel  them  to  acquiefee  under  any  pretenlions,  how- 
ever chimerical,  or  how^ever  unjuft. 

Anarchy,  in  ftiort,  and  confuiion  are  not  only  tolerated, 
but  are  even  fuppofed  by  the  nobles,  who  reap  the  benefit  of 
thofe  evils,  to  be  abfolutely  neceftary  for  the  fupport  of  the 
conftitution  ; fo  that  there  is  a proverb,  which  implies 
that  Poland  fubfifts  by  anarchy.  In  oppofition  to  this  abfurd 
4 idea . 
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I300K  ^Qea,  an  hiftorian,  whom  I have  before  mentioned,  advifes 
^ — 'his  countrymen  no  longer  to  fuffer  the  republic  to  be  go- 
verned by  chance,  or  to-1  ubmit  to  the  caft  of  the  die  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  affairs,  on  which  their  very  exiftence  as  a 
-nation  depends 

King  Staniflaus  Letzinfki  and  the  Abbe  Konarfki  are  the 
moft  celebrated  of  the  modern  Polifli  authors,  who  have  ex- 
pofed  in  the  ftrongefl  colours  the  diforders  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  exorbitancy  of  privileges  pofTeffed  by  the  no- 
bles ; but  what  avail  the  reprefentations  of  hiftorians  againft 
fadlions,  againit  a tumultuous  nobility,  or  againft  the  cabals 
of  neighbouring  powers.  It  is  hardly  poflible  to  fuppofe 
that  Poland,  without  an  army,  without  money,  without 
fortreftes,  without  refources,  and  without  good  government 
the  fource  of  all  the  other  calamities,  will  ever  emerge  from 
her  prefent  fttuation  : her  misfortunes  will  not  only  conti- 
nue, but  will  gradually  increafe,  notwithftanding  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  a few  real  patriots  ; until  by  flow  progrefs,  or 
fome  violent  revolution,  Poland  either  fubfides  into  an  here- 
ditary monarchy,  or  a well-ordered  republic ; or,  which  is 
more  probable,  is  totally  fwallowed  up  by  the  neighbouring 
powers. 

* Non  condeiTinetis  (fays  Sarnifki,  in  the  virorvim  confilia  ; nec  finatis  amplius  cafu 
flriking  palTuge  to  which  I allude,  and  of  rempublicam  regi,  nec  permittatis  dubia 
which  it  is  impolTible  to  preferve  the  fpirit  aka  res,  in  quibus  vita  et  mors,  falus  ct  in- 
jn  a tranflatior.)  quxfo  prudentuTimorum  teritus,  ad  liraen  fedent. 
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GENEALOGICAL  TABLE, 
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Ladiflaus,  called  I.  Loketec,  died  1533. 
A 


Cafimir  II.  the  Great,  b.  1310;  d.  1370, 
aged  60  ; in  him  ended  the  male  line  of 
the  Houfe  of  Pjaft. 


Elizabeth,  mar. 
Bogiflas  duke  of 
Pomerania. 


Anne,  mar.  Ladiflaus  Jaghellon. 


Anne,  m.  Wil- 
liam count  of 
Cilty. 


Elizabeth,  mar.  Carobart  fon  of 
Charles  II.  king  of  Naples  and 
king  of  Hungary. 

X 


Louis,  k.  of  Hungary  1341  j 
of  Poland  1370  ; died  13*2, 
aged  56;  mar.  i.  Margaret 
daughter  of  the  emperor- 
Charles  IV.  2.  Elizabeth 
daughter  of  Stephen  gover- 
nor of  Bofinia. 


Andrew,  m.  Joan  I. 
queen  of  Naples,  af- 
fallinated  at 
»345- 


V 


Hedwige, 
m. Ladiflaus 
jaghellon. 


Kings 


Kings  of  Poland  of  different  Families. 
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CHAP.  II. 

'EleBion  of  Staniflaus  Aiiguftus. — His  excellent  regulations 
oppofed  by  the  neighbouring  powers. — Hi/lory  of  the  Diffi- 
dent s — their  privileges  aboUfloed  by  the  diet  of  1766. — 
Confederacies  in  their  favour  fupported  by  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia. — Rejlored  to  their  rights  by  the  diet  of 
Proceedings  of  that  diet. — Rife  of  the  civil  commotions, 

UPON  the  demife  of  Auguftus  II.  Staniflaus  Auguftus,  chap. 

foil  of  Count  Poniatowlki  the  friend  and  companion  * — . — 
of  Charles  XII.  was  fupported  in  his  pretehlions  to  the  crown 
by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  ; their  af- 
fiftance,  joined  to  that  of  a ftrong  party  among  the  nobles  who 
had  declared  in  his  favour,  and  aided  by  his  great  perfonal  ac- 
compliffiments,  raifed  him  to  the  throne  of  Poland.  Five 
thoufand  Ruffian  troops  Rationed  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the 
plain  of  Vola,  wherein  the  diet  of  eledion  was  affembled, 
fecured  good  order  and  overawed  the  violence  of  the  oppo- 
fite  party.  The  pradice  of  cantoning  a body  of  foldiers  near 
the  plain  where  the  PoliQa  kings  are  eleded,  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  different  foreign  powers  for  near  a century  ; a mode 
of  proceeding,  which,  however  galling  it  may  appear  to  the 
licentious  nobility,  prevents  the  effiifion  of  blood  that  for- 
merly deluged  thefe  popular  affemblies, 

Staniflaus  was  in  the  3 2d  year  of  his  age  when  he 
afcended  the  throne  in  1764,  and  feemed  calculated  by  his 
virtues  and  abilities  to  raife  Poland  from  its  deplorable  Rate  ; 
if  the  defeds  of  the  conRitution  had  not  fettered  his  exertions 
VoL.  I.  D for 
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BOOK  fQj.  public  good.  The  fairell  hopes  were  conceived  of 
— . — ’ his  future  reign ; but  thefe  flattering  prefages  at  firfl:  realifed, 
were  foon  difappointed  by  the  fadlions  of  a turbulent  people, 
fomented  by  the  intrigues  of  the  neighbouring  powers ; thus 
the  reign  of  the  moil;  amiable  among  the  Polifli  fovereigns 
was  doomed  to  experience  the  dreadful  effects  of  that  excef- 
five  liberty,  which  is  almofl;  inconflflent  with  the  exillence  of 
government. 

The  firfl:  ads  of  his  Majefly’s  reign  were  highly  adapted  to 
introduce  order  and  regularity  into  the  interior  adminiflration, 
and  to  refcue  his  country  from  her  dependence  upon  foreign 
powers.  The  tendency  of  thefe  excellent  regulations  to  in- 
creafe  the  power  and  confequence  of  Poland  gave  umbrage 
to  the  adjacent  flates  ; and  were  like  wife  vigoroufly  oppofed 
by  a flrong  party  within  the  kingdom  : at  this  crifis  too  re- 
ligious difputes  blending  themfelves  with  political  cabals,  the 
flame  of  civil  difcord  burfl  forth  with  a violence  which  had 
not  hitherto  raged  even  in  Poland. 

The  body  of  Polifli  religionifls,  termed  Diflidents,  make  a 
principal  figure  in  the  fubfequent  commotions  ; their  con- 
cerns being  the  real  or  pretended  objed  of  attention  in  every 
material  tranfadion.  The  hiflory  of  this  party  is  thus 
fketched  by  the  Polifli  hiftorians. 

The  reformation  made  its  way  into  Poland  under  Sigif- 
mond  I.  who  perfecuted  its  followers  : their  number  how- 
ever gaining  ground,  his  fon  Sigifmond  Auguflus-  not 
only  indulged  them  in  the  mofl  liberal  exercife  of  their 
worfhip ; but  admitted  them  together  with  the  Greeks, 
and  all  other  feds  then  fubfifling  in  Poland,  to, a feat 

* Sigifmond  Augnftus  gave  fuch  evident  to  change  his  religion,  “ ut  etiam  de  ipfo 
marks  of  favour  to  the  proteftant  confeflion,  “rumor  eflet  ac  fi  avita  facra  renuntiare 
that  he  was  even  fufpedted  of  being  inclined  “ vcllet.”  Lengnich,  Jus  Bubl.  IJ.  p.  554. 
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in  the  diet,  and  to  all  the  honours  and  privileges  before  ex-  chap, 

clufively  confined  to  the  catholics.  Thefe  maxims  of  un-  v , .. 

limited  toleration  were  fo  generally  adopted  by  the  nation  at 
large,  that  the  members  of  the  diet,  which  aflembled  upon 
the  deceafe  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  being  of  different  per- 
fuafions,  determined  on  a reciprocal  indulgence  of  their 
refpedtive  tenets  : in  order  to  avoid  any  hateful  diftindfions, 
they  called  themfelves  indiferiminately  “ diffidents  in  rcli- 
‘‘  gion  "'i'*,”  a phrafe  intimating,  not,  according  to  our  notions, 
feparatifts  from  an  eftabliflied  church,  but  fimply  perfons 
holding  a diverfity  of  opinions  in  religious  matters.  It  was  at 
the  fame  time  enadled,  that  this  difference  of  religious  fenti- 
ments  fhould  create  no  difference  in  civil  rights  ; and  accord- 
ingly in  t\\QPa&aConventa  formed  by  the  diet,  the  following 
claufe  was  inferted  as  part  of  the  coronation  oath  to  be  ten- 
dered to  the  new  fovereign.  “ I will  keep  peace  among  the 


* This  remarkable  decree  is  as  follows : 
“ Et  quoniam,  aiunt  ordines,  in  ii,oftriRe- 
“ publ.  non  parum  efl  dilhdium  in  caula 
“ Religionis  ChriftianK,  occiirrendo  ne  ex 
“ hac  caufa  inter  homines  damnofa  qua’dam 
“ feditio  oriatur,  uti  in  aliis  Regnis  dare 
“ videmiis,  fpondemus  hoc  nobis  invicem, 
“ pro  nobis  & fucceflbribus  noftris,  in  per- 
“ petuum,  fub  vinculo  juramenti,  fide,  ho- 
“ nore  & confeientiis  nofiris  quod,  qui  fu~ 
“ mus  (iijfidentcs  de  religlone^  pacem  inter 
“ nos  conl'ervare,  Sc  propter  diverfam  fidem, 
“ & mutationes  in  ecclefiis,  fanguinem  non 
“ effundere,  neque  multare  pecunia,  infa- 
“ mia,  carceribus  & exilio,  & fiiperioritati 
“ alicui  aut  officio  ad  ejul'modi  proceffium 
“ nullo  modo  auxilium  dare  : quin  imo,  fi 
“ quis  fanguinem  effundere  voluerit,  ex  ifU 
“ cauffa  opponere  nos  omnes  erimus  ob- 
“ ftridi,  licet  ctiam  id  alioquin  fub  prae- 


“ textu  decreti,  aut  alicujns  proceffiiis  judi- 
“ ciarii  facere  voluerit  a Pada  Conventa 
“ Augufti  III.”  p.  20. 

Wc  need  not  be  furprized  at  this  general 
fenfe  of  the  diet,  fo  contrary  to  the  ge- 
neral principles  of  the  catholics,  when  we 
conlider  that  the  catholic  nuntios  were  in- 
ferior in  number  to  thofe  of  the  other  per- 
iuafionsjfo  that  the  former  were  well  fatisfied 
to  obtain  an  equality  with  the  others.  The 
protefiant  party  in  the  nation  was  at  this 
period  fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  even  taken  into 
confideration  to  eled  for  their  king  aPolifli 
nobleman,  who  had  embraced  the  reformed 
religion.  “Cum  in  fenatu  fi  non  majorem, 
“ parem  tamen  catholicis  partem  ctficerent, 
“ inter  equites  autem  prwvalereut.”  Leng- 
nich,  JusPub.  v.  11.  p.  555.  Sec  alfo  Lind’s 
Letters  on  the  State  of  Poland,  p.  S2. 
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BOOK  tc  diflidents This  claufe  Henry  of  Anjou  fwore  to  ob- 
' — ^ ' ferve,  before  he  was  permitted  to  afcend  the  throne. 

In  procefs  of  time,  however,  the  Roman  catholics,  having, 
under  the  prote(il;ion  and  influence  of  fucceflive  fovereigns, 
acquired  a confiderable  afcendency,  ventured  to  appropriate 
the  expreffion  of  diffidents  to  all  thofe  who  diffented  from 
the  catholic  religion.  This  alteration  in  the  ufe  of  the  title 
was  attended  at  firft  with  no  Encroachments  on  the  privileges 
of  the  other  fecSls ; and  the  term  diffidents,  though  now  con- 
veying the  idea  of  a feparation  from  the  elfabliffied  worffiip,, 
was  not  yet  regarded  in  an  obnoxious  light.  The  diffidents 
indeed  ftill  continued  in  fuch  unqueflioned  pofTeffion  o’f  all 
rights  civil  and  religious,  that,  when  it  was  agreed  by  both 
catholics  and  proteftants  to  perfecute  the  arians,  it  was 
thought  neceffary,.  prior  to  their  perfecution,  to  expel  theni' 
from  the  body  of  diffidents.  In  confequence  of  this  ex- 
clufion,  the  arians,  in  the  reign  of  John  Cafimir,  were 
firft  rendered  incapable  of  being  ele6led  nuntios,  afterwards 
deprived  of  their  places  of  worfiiip,  and  finally  baniflred 
from  Poland  t. 


*■  ^ Pacem  inter  diHidentes  fervabo.*^ 
Henry,  who  objeftecl  to  this  iiniverfal  tole- 
ration, tried  to  withhold  his  confent  ; upon 
which  one  of  the  Polifli  envoys  c.iied  out, 
Unlefsyour  Majefty  confirms  this  article,* 
you  cannot  he  king  of  Poland,”  nifi  earn 
conditioncin  approbaveris,  Rex  Polonice  non 
cris.  Pac.  Con.  Ang;  IJl.  p.  19. 

t The  following  <pK>tations  from  Lcng- 
nich  prove  the  truth  of  thefe  ftrdts  : 

“ Credebant  ariani  Ic  ad  dillidentes  pcr- 
“ tincre,  verum  nerpic  dilfidcntcs  illo.s  in 
coruui  nuiitro  efic  voluerunt. 


“ Poll  mortem  Uladiflai  IV.  catholici  de- 
“ clarabant,  non  efle  diffidentes  nifi  qui  tri- 
“ unum  Deum  colerent. 

“ In  comitiis  1658,  rex  nuntium,  quia 
“ fe£ire  arianorum  erat,  ad  manus  ofculuin. 
“ admittere  nolebat ; et  nuntii  inter  I'e  con- 
“ filtueb'ant,  nc  ipforum  conclavi  arianis. 
“ locus  efiet.”  Jus  Pub.  11.  ^'67  feq. 

For  the  extirpation  of  the  arianfeft,  John  . 
Cafimir  was  dignified  by  the  po|5e  with  the 
title  of  orthodox,  as  if  orthodoxy  confilted 
in  perfecution. 

Taiit.nnia:  animis  crelclllbus  irre  ! 


This 
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This  perfecution  of  the  arians,  inadvertently  affented  to  by  chap. 
the  proteftants  and  Greeks,  was  only  a prelude  to  that  which  ' — . — 
they  in  their  turn  fuffered  from  the  catholics : for,  as  the  catho- 
lic party  became  the  moft  powerful,  the  term  dilTidents,  now 
confined  only  to  perfons  profefling  the  protefiant  '^--  and  Greek 
religions,  began  to  grow  of  a lefs  inoffenfive  import,  and  to 
convey  an  idea  of  non-conformity.  The  fe^laries  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  appellation  of  diflidents,  perceiving  the  in- 
tention of  the  catholics  to  undermine  their  privileges,  fiipu- 
lated  and  obtained,  that  they  Ihould  not  be  blended  with 
the  arians,  or  fall  under  the  penal  laws  enacted  againfi: 
that  fe6l.  But  thefe  promifes  were  infenfibly  eluded,  their 
privileges  were  gradually  diminifiied  ; in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years  they  were  fubjedted.  to  a variety  of  difqualifica- 
tions,  and  at  length,  in  1733,  foi'Hially  incapacitated  from, 
fitting  in  the  diet  t.  An  old  law  of  Ladillaus  II. 
againfi  heretics,  as  well  as  the  penalties  levelled  againfi  the 
arians,  were  revived, , and  occafionally  put  in  force  againfi  the 
diflidents. 

Thefe  continued  perfecutions  greatly  diminifiied  the 
number  of  diflidents,  and  rendered  of  courfe  their  remon- 
firances  ineffedtual.  The  catholics,  who  now  took  the  lead 
in  the  diet,  went  fo  far  as  to  declare  it  high  treafon  in  the 
diflTidents  to  feek  the  reftoration  of  their  immunities  by  the 
intercefTion  of  foreign  powers ; although  many  of  thefe  tb- 
reign- powers,  were  guarantees  to  the  treaty  of  Gliva,  in  which 

* Naniely,  the  Lurhernns- and  Calvinifts  ; fecuting  laws  enacted  agtind  the  arians  are 
all  other  proteftanc  lefts,  the  Mem-  in  full  force  againll  theni.  I’ac.  Con.  Aug", 
nonirt's,  anabaptills,  and  cpiakcrs,  being  not  111.  p..2R,  29.' 
included  .among  the  diflidents : aucl  the  per-  f-  Lcngiuch,  .Hill.  PoU.p.  3;6.. 
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BOOK  ftipulated,  that  the  rights  of  the  diffidents  fliould  be 

— , — ' maintained  in  their  full  latitude 

Such  was  the  lituatioii  of  the  diffidents  at  the  acceffion  of 
his  prefent  majeity  ; who,  though  himfelf  hrongly  inclined 
to  toleration,  was  yet  obliged  to  concur  with  the  gener'al  fenfe 
of  the  diet ; and  to  confirm  in  their  full  extent  all  the  laws 
which  had  been  promulgated  againft  them.  The  diffidents 
applied  to  the  courts  of  London,  Peterfburg,  Berlin,  and  Co- 
penhagen, as  the  mediating  powers  in  the  treaty  of  Oliva ; 
who  warmly  fupported  their  caufe,  and  prefented  memorials 
to  the  enfuing  diet,  demanding  a reftoration  not  only  of  their 
religious  eftabliffiments,  but  alfo  of  all  their  ancient  privi- 
leges fecured  to  them  by  the  abovementioned  treaty.  The 
diet  of  1766,  however,  was  not  of  a temper  to  accede  to  thefe 
propofals. 

The  enemies  of  toleration  contended,  that  the  privileges 
alluded  to  were  become  obfolete,  having  been  repeatedly 
aboliffied  in  various  diets ; and  that  the  diffidents  had  no 
well-founded  claim  either  to  the  reftitution  of  their  civil  im- 
munities, or  to  the  toleration  of  their  worffiip:  the  biffiopof 
Cracow,  the  moll  bigotted  of  the  catholics,  even  propofed  a 
law  againft  all  who  ffiould  abet  the  oppofite  party.  Violent 
altercations  arofe  in  the  aflembly,  when  the  Pruffian  and 
Ruffian  memorials  were  read  ; and  as  an  immediate  tumult 
was  apprehended,  the  king  retired  from  the  diet  without 
proroguing  it,  as  ufual,  to  the  following  day.  The  primate 
likewifc  refufed  to  continue  the  fitting,  and  the  members  fe- 
parated  in  great  diforder.  On  the  fubfequent  day  the  fpirit 
of  intolerance  was  in  no  degree  abated  ; the  moderate  party 

* For  the  account  of  the  DilBdcnts,  fee  Lcngnicb,  Pac.  Con.  Aug.  III.  16 — 30.  and 
Jus  Publ.  fparfim. 
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was  over-ruled,  and  the  adls  againft  the  diffidents  were  con-  chap. 
firmed  without  referve.’^  But,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  me- ' — ,1— > 
diating  powers,  the  bench  of  bifliops,  by  command  of  the 
diet,  drew  up  nine  articles  in  favour  of  the  diffidents,  relative 
to  the  free  exercife  of  their  worfhip.  Thefe  conceffions  not 
being  thought  fufficiently  favourable,  while  the  exception- 
able laws  remained  unrepealed,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  re- 
monftrated  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  diet ; and  the  dif- 
fidents  began  to  form  confederacies  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  They  were  joined  by  many  difcontented  catho- 
lics, and  affifted  by  a large  body  of  Ruffian  troops,  who  en- 
tered Thorn,  where  the  firft  and  principal  confederacy  took 
its  rife.  All  the  mediating  powers,  Great-Britain,  Denmark, 
Pruffia,  and  Sweden,  teffified  their  approbation  of  thefe  con- 
federacies. Thedifputes  foon  began  to  embrace  other  objeds 
befide  religion  ; political  grievances  were  like  wife  brought 
forward ; and  feveral  confederacies  Parted  up  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  among  the  catholic  nobles ; all  of 
whom  affecffed  to  be  advocates  for  toleration,  and  declared 
their  intentions  of  fupporting  the  caufe  of  the  diffidents. 

Prince  Radzivill,  who  had  lignalized  himfelf  in  oppoling  the 
king’s  election,  was  appointed  marffial  to  all  the  catholic  con- 
federacies, united  in  one  formidable  affociation  under  the  ap- 
pellation of  malecontents.  T he  coalition  of  this  catholic 
confederacy,  with  that  of  the  diffidents,  foon  after  took  place 
in  the  palace  of  prince  Pvadzivil  at  Warfaw.  Mean  while  the 
king  convoked  an  extraordinary  diet,  as  the  only  probable 
means  to  prevent  a civil  war,  and  to  appeafe  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  whofe  troops  were  advanced  within  a fmall  diffance 
of  Warfaw.  The  diet,  however,  which  was  fummoned  for 
the  purpofe  of  reconciling  the  oppofite  parties,  failed  in  pro- 
ducing the  intended  effedf ; the  biffiop  of  Cracow  and  his 
4 parti  fans 
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BOOK  partifans  inveighed  with  fuch  hitternefs  againft  the  preten- 
■ — , — ' fions  of  the  diflidents  and  againft  the  interference  of  foreign 
powers  ; that  he,  together  with  the  bifliop  of  Kiof  and  a 
few  otners,  the  moft  violent  of  their  party,  were  arrefted  in 
the  night  by  a corps  of  Ruffian  troops,  and  fent,  without 
further  trial,  to  Ruffia,  where  they  experienced  a rigorous 
imprifonment 

The 


* The  biftiop  of  Cracow  and  his  affoci- 
ates  were  arrefted  on  the  15th  of  OtStober, 
1767  ; they  were  detained  in  prifon  above 
five  years,  not  being  releafed  before  the  be- 
ginning of  1773.  They  were  firft  confined 
at  Smolenlko,  and-  afterwards  at  Kaluga. 
The  following  ext  rafts  from  fome  manufeript 
letters  in  iny  polfeflion  give  fome  account  of 
their  imprilonment,  and  of  the  bifliop’s  re* 
turn  ; 

“ At  firft  their  confinement  was  very  ri. 
“ gorous,  and  particularly  in  their  journey 
“ to  Smolenfko ; for  although  they  were 
“ condufted  together,  and  then  imprifoned 
“ at  the  fame  place,  yet  they  were  never 
“ permitted  to  fee  each  other  during  the 
•“  firft  fix  months.  Afterwards  they  were 
“ lefs  rigoroully  treated.  They  were  re- 
“ moved  from  Smolenflco  on  fufpicion  of  a 
“ correfpondence  between  the  bifliop  of 
Cracow  and  his  partifans  in  Lithuania ; 
“ and  although  this  fufpicion  was  not 
“ founded,  yet  it  occafioned  the  refohition 
“ adopted  by  the  court  of  Petcrlburg  to 
“ tranfport  them  to  Kaluga.”  Warfaw, 
i5February,  1773.  “ The  bifhop  of  Cracow 
“ is  already  arrived:  he  had  difpatched  an 
“ exp  refs  from  Min  Ik  to  the  Great  han- 
■“  cellor  of  the  crown  to  announce  his  re- 
“ turn  on  the  14th.  The  cxpicfs  came  on 
•“  Thurfday  af  cinooii,  and  was  followed  by 
“ another  the  next  day  with  the  news,  that 
the  bifliop  himfclf  was  on  his  route  ; and 
“ in  cfTedl  he  arrived  at  five  in  the  after- 
“ noon.  In  the  fuburLs  of  Praga,  being 
•“  met  by  the  pope’s  nuntio,  togeilier  with 
“ the  bilhoj.s  of  Chija\ia  and  Pofnauia,  he 
3 


“ quitted  his  own  carriage,  and  got  into 
“ that  of  the  bifliop  of  Pofnania,  into  whofe 
“ palace  he  alighted  at  Warfaw.  He  was 
“ accompanied  by  perfons  of  the  firft  dif- 
“ tinftion,  and  followed  by  a crowd  of  peo- 
“ pie,  huzzaing  as  he  pafled  the  ftreets  ; 
“ fome  out  of  alfcftion,  others  from  imita- 
“ tion,  or  excited  by  fecret  emiffaries.  The 
“ doors  of  the  palace  being  open  to  all  who 
“ chofe  to  enter,  the  apartments  were  im- 
“ mediately  filled  with  perfons  of  all  ranks, 
“ bifliops,  fenators,  minifters  and  officers  of 
“ ftate,  nobles,  priefts,  citizens,  together 
“ with  the  loweft  of  the  populace,  and  even 
“ beggars,  all  huddled  together  pell-mell, 
“ eager  to  behold,  liften  to,  and  applaud  the 
“ bifliop,  who  had  fo  unexpeftedly  made 
“ his  appearance.  He  fpoke  for  a confi- 
“ derable  time,  and  related  the  hiftory  of 
“ his  imprifonment,  which  he  alfured  them 
“ had  not  made  any  alteration  in  his  fenti- 
“ ments  of  religion  and  liberty.  ‘ I have 
“ been  twice,’  added  he,  ‘ arrefted  by  the 
“ Rulfians,  the  firft  time  with  the  primate 
“ Potofki,  the  fecond  at  my  late  confine- 
“ ment,  and  perhaps  1 may  yet  be  caft  into 
“ prifon  a third  time.’ 

“ He  propofes  to  retire  in  a flnrt  time 
“ to  his  diocefe,  and  it  is  reported  that  he 
“ intends  to  forbid  the  priefts  from  wearing 
“ wigs  and  nifties : he  himfclf  wears  neither. 
“ His  hair  is  grown  grey  lince  his  confine- 
“ ment,  and  he  looks  confiderably  older  ; 
“ he  covers  his  head  with  a fed  cap  which 
“ he  made  hiinfclf. 

“ Ycrterday  he  had  an  audience  of  the 
“ king,  with  whom  he  remained  a full  hour, 
“ namely. 
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The  diet,  intimidated  by  the  fate  of  their  leading  mem- 
bers, and  being  no  longer  inflamed  by  their  eloquence,  ap- 
pointed, though  not  without  fome  altercation  and  tumult,  a 
grand  committee  to  adjuft  the  aflairs  of  the  diffidents  in  con- 
jundlion  with  the  mediating  powers,  and  then  broke  up.  This 
grand  committee  exprefled  the  moll  favourable  difpolition 
towards  the  diffidents,  and  propofed  that  all  the  laws  enacted 
againft  them  Ihould  be  repealed,  and  their  antient  privileges 
reltored.  Thefe  refolutionsbeinglaid  before  the  extraordinary 
diet,  which  was  convened  the  beginning  of  the  following  year, 
1768,  were  ratified  almoll  without  opi)ofition.  This  ready 
and  unanimous  acquiefcence  of  -the  diet  in  regulations,  to- 
tally repugnant  to  the  fentiments  of  the  majority,  can  only 
be  accounted  for  by  the  dread  of  the  Ruffian  troops  quartered 
in  Warfaw,  and  the  influence  of  bribes  judicioully  dillributcd 
by  the  Ruffian  minifter.  The  operation  of  the  fame  caufes 
rendered  the  diet  equally  compliant  in  other  particulars; 
and  induced  them  to  ellablilh  feveral'^''  civil  regulations. 


namely,  from  eleven  to  twelve.  He  ad- 
“ chefTed  his  majefty  with  great  decency 
“and  refpeft;  and,  among  other  things, 
■“  begged  pardon,  if,  before  hts  arrell,  he 
“ had-enprelled  bimfeJf  either  in  a ii'.aijner 
“ or  in  terms  wliich  were  difpleafing,  af- 
“ fin  ing  him  at  theifametime  of  his  attach- 
ment,  fidelty,  and  zeal  for  the  fervice  of 
“ hi-  king,  and  the  good  of  his  coiinrty. 

After  ihe  audience  he  atter-ded  mnfs,  and 
“ prefented  his  majefly  wi:h  the  New  Tel- 
'•  lament,  acquitting  himfelf  of  that  cere- 
rnony  with  propriety  and  decorum 
“ The  Infliop  of  Kiof  htiving  feparated 
“ from  the  hilliop  of  Cracow  on  the  other 
“ fide  ot  Minjk,  will  not  be  here  for  fome 
“ time.  The  palatine  of  Cracow  and  his 
'•  foil  continv.e  between  Smtileniko  and  Ka- 
“ Kiga,  rhe  place  of  their  confinement,  in 
(.ider  to  attend  upon  Colonel  Bachmatou, 
“ iheir  conductor,  who  was  takea  ill  iijion 
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“ their  jotirney.  The  palatine,  willing  to 
“ repay  with  gratitude  and  humanity  the 
“ attention  which  he  received  from  the 

colonel  during  his  confinement,  could 
“ not  be  prevailed  upon  to  quit  him  in 
“ his  illncfs  ; and  as  he  has  fome  kiiow- 
“ ledge  of  phylic,  he  is  in  hopes  of  com- 
“ pleting  his  cure.” 

* Thefe  regulations,  which  refpeiT  chiefiy 
the  ellablifning  in  perpetuity  of  the  elec- 
tive monarchy,  of  the  Liberum  Veto,  and 
of  unanimity  in  all  matters  of  Hate,  are 
all  detailed  in  the  articles  of  the  diet  of 
1768,  publifiied  at  Wadaw  : the  principal 
claufes  are  the  fame  as  arc  mentioned  in 
the  fourth  chapter  of  this  book  relative  to 
the  changes  made  in  the  conllitutioii  in 
1775.;  the  rcade-r  will  find  them  amply  men- 
tioned and  accompanied  with  fome  judicious 
remarks,  in  l.iiad’s  FreleiU  Slate  of  Poland, 
Letter  lU- 
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BOOK  tending  to  perpetuate  the  defeds  of  the  conftitiition,  and 
— ^ which  had  no  other  recommendation  except  their  fubfervi- 
ency  to  the  Ruffian  defigns  upon  Poland. 

The  nation  at  large  feemed  at  this  jundure  to  have  caught 
the  fubmiffive  fpirit  of  the  diet;  and  received  the  new  edids 
with  every  fymptom  of  cordiality.  Poland  feemed  to  enjoy 
for  a moment  an  univerfal  tranquillity ; but  it  was  that 
fullen  tranquillity  which  precedes  a tempeft,  and  an- 
nounces to  the  intelligent  obferver  the  moft  violent  com- 
motions. 

During  thefe  tranfadions,  the  king,  without  influence, 
and  confequently  without  a ffiadow  of  authority,  was  one 
while  hurried  down  the  popular  current ; and  the  next  mo- 
ment forced  by  the  mediating  powers  to  accede  to  all  the 
conditions  which  they  laid  before  him  : a wretched  fituation 
for  a prince  of  his  fpirit  and  magnanimity,  and  below  which 
it  is  fcarcely  poffible  for  any  fovereign  to  be  reduced.  But 
more  grievous  fcenes  yet  awaited  the  unfortunate  monarch  ; 
he  was  doomed  to  behold  his  country  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
moft  dreadful  of  all  calamities,  a religious  war ; to  be  fre- 
quently deprived  almoft  of  common  neceffiiries ; and  to  be 
indebted  for  his  very  fubfiftence  to  the  voluntary  contributi- 
ons of  his  friends : to  be  little  better  than  a flate  prifoner  in 
his  capital  ; to  be  carried  off  and  nearly  affaffinated  ; to  fee 
his  faireft  provinces  wrefted  from  him  ; and,  finally,  to  de- 
pend, for  his  own  fecurity  and  that  of  his  fubjedls,  upon  the 
])rotedion  of  thofe  very  powers,  who  had  difmembered  his 
empire. 

ThePoliffi  malecontents  could  certainly  alledge  fome  very 
plaufible  caufes  of  diffatisfaeftion.  The  laws  pafled  at  the  lafl 
diet  bore  a greater  rcfcmblance  to  the  abfolute  mandates  of  a 
Ruffian  viceroy,  than  to  the  refolutions  of  a free  affiembly. 

4 The 


PRESENT  REIGN. 


27 


The  outrage  committed  upon  the  bifliop  of  Cracow  and  cuAi’. 
his  adherents  entirely  fubverted  all  liberty  of  debate.  While  — . — » 
the  authoritative  manner,  in  which  the  mediating  powers 
of  Berlin  and  Peterfburg  ftill  continued  to  interfere  in  the 
affairs  of  Poland,  threatened  a more  grievous  fubjedion. 

Thefe  fpecious  grounds  of  difguft,  joined  to  an  ill-timed  fpi- 
rit  of  difcontent  which  had  gone  forth  throughout  the  nation 
againfl  the  king,  occafioned  the  inteftine  commotions  that 
foon  reduced  Poland  to  the  moft  dreadful  Bate  of  defolation. 

The  diet  had  not  long  been  diflblved,  before  the  indul- 
gences granted  to  the  diffidents  firft  excited  a general  dif- 
content among  the  Roman  catholic  party  : feveral  confede- 
racies made  their  appearance  towards  the  frontiers  of  the 
Turkidi  empire  in  defence  of  the  facred  catholic  faith  ; they 
carried  ftandards  before  them  highly  calculated  to  inflame 
the  zeal  of  the  populace ; upon  fome  of  thefe  flandards 
images  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the  infant  Jefus  were  deli- 
neated ; upon  others  the  fpread  eagle  of  Poland,  with  the 
mottos  “ Conquefl  or  Death,”  “ For  religion  and  liberty 
Some  banners  bore  as  a device  a red  crofs,  under  which  was 
infcribed  “ the  fymbol  of  victory The  private  foldiers  of 
the  confederacy,  like  the  crufaders  of  old,  wore  a crofs  in- 
terwoven in  their  clothes.  One  party  of  thefe  infurgents 
feized  upon  the  fortrefs  of  Bar  in  Podolia,  and  another  got 
pofleflion  of  Cracow.  The  royal  trooj^s,  who  were  fent 
againfl:  them,  were  either  routed  or  prevailed  upon  to  join 
them.  In  this  dreadful  crifls  of  affairs  the  fenate  petitioned 
the  embaflTador  from  the  court  of  Peterfburg  not  to  witli- 
draw  the  Ruffian  troops  from  the  kingdom,  as  they  afforded 
the  only  fecurity  againfl;  the  confederates  : the  requefl;  was 
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BOOK  readily  complied  with,  and  Poland  became  a fcene  of  blood- 
■ filed  and  devaftation.  In  the  various  conflidts  between  the 
two  parties,  the  fuperiority  of  Ruffian  difcipline  generally 
prevailed.  The  confederates,  however,  at  firft  fecretly  en- 
couraged by  the  houfe  of  AuRria,  affifted  by  the  Turks,  and 
fupplied  with  money  and  officers  by  the  French,  were  able 
to  protract  hoflilities  from  the  diffolution  of  the  diet  in  1 768, 
to  the  divilion  of  Poland  in  1773.  To  enter  into  a detail  of 
military  operations  falls  not  within  the  dehgn  of  this  work. 
From  the  various  a^ls  of  cruelty  and  revenge  which  diftin- 
guiffi  and  difgrace  this  part  of  the  Polilh  hiRory,  I ffiall 
fele6l  only  one  event  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted ; I al- 
lude to  the  attempt  made  by  the  confederates  to  affaffinate 
the  king. 

The  following  circumftantial  account  of  this  lingular  oc- 
currence was  communicated  to  me  by  my  ingenious  friend 
Nathaniel  Wraxal  Efq;  whofe  name  is  well  known  in  the 
literary  world;  and  who,  during  his  relidence  at  Warfaw, 
obtained  the  moft  authentic  information  upon  fo  interefting 
a tranfadion  : as  he  has  obligingly  permitted  me  to  enrich 
my  work  with  this  narration,  I am  happy  to  lay  it  before  the 
reader  in  his  own  words,. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Attempt  to  ajfajjlnate  the  king  of  Poland. — His  majejly  at- 
tacked by  the  confpirators  in  the Jlreets  of  Warfaw,  wounded-^ 
and  carried  off. — His  adventures  and  miraculous  efcape. — 

Return  to  Warfaw. — Account  and  fate  of  the  principal 
confpirators, 

“ TN  the  midft  of  thefe  turbulent  and  difaftrous  fcenes,  the  chap.. 
confederates  (who  ever  confidered  the  king  as  un-  . ' , 

lawfully  eledled,  and  who  imputed  to  his  fatal  elevation 
‘‘  and  direction,  or  approbation,  all  the  various  ills  under 
“ which  the  kingdom  groaned  from  the  Ruffian  oppreffion) 

**  planned  and  executed  one  of  the  moil:  daring  enterprizes 
“ of  which  modern  hiftory  makes  mention;  I mean  the  at- 
“ tempt  to  affaffinate  the  king.  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable, 
that  in  an  age  fo  humanifed,,fo  free  from  the  enormous 
and  flagitious  crimes  common  in  barbarous  centuries,  fo 
“ enlightened  as  is  the  prefent,  this  is  the  third  attempt  on 
a crowned  head  in  my  remembrance.  Louis  XV.  Jo- 
“ feph  I.  of  Portugal,  and  Staniflaus  Auguiius,  all  narrowly 
efcaped  aflaffination.  As  the  attempt  on  his  Polifli  ma-- 
“ jefty  was  perhaps  the  mofl;  atrocious,  and  his  efcape  cer-- 
tainly  the  moft  extraordinary  and  incredible  of  the  three, 

I fliall  be  as  minute  as  poffible  in  the  enumeration  of  all 
the  principal  circumftances  which  led  to,  and  which  at- 
tended  this  remarkable  event. . 

A Polifli  nobleman,  named  Pulafki,  a general  in  the 
army  of  the  confederates,  was  the  perfon  who  planned  the 
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atrocious  enterprize  ; and  the  confpirators  who  carried  it 
into  execution  were  about  forty  in  number,  and  were 
headed  by  three  chiefs,  named  Lukawfki,  Straweniki,  and 
“ Kohiifki.  Thefe  three  chiefs  had  been  engaged  and  hired 
“ to  that  })urpofe  by  Pulailci,  who  in  the  town  of  Czetfcho- 
kow  in  Great  Poland  obliged  them  to  fwear  in  the  moil 
“ folemn  manner,  by  placing  their  hands  between  his,  either 
“ to  deliver  the  king  alive  into  his  hands,  or,  in  cafe  that  was 
“ impohible,  to  put  him  to  death.  The  three  chiefs  chofe 
thirty-feven  perfons  to  accompany  them.  On  the  2d  of 
“ November,  about  a month  after  they  had  quitted  Czefto- 
chow,  they  obtained  admiffion  into  Warfaw  unfufpedted 
“ or  undifcovered  by  the  following  llratagem.  They  dif- 
“ guifed  themfelves  as  peafants  who  came  to  fell  hay,  and 
artfully  concealed  their  faddles,  arms,  and  cloaths  under 
the  loads  of  hay  which  they  brought  in  waggons,  the  more 
“ effectually  to  efcape  detedlion. 

“ On  Sunday  night,  the  3d  of  September,  1771,  a few  of 
thefe  confpirators  remained  in  the  fkirts  of  the  town  ; and 
‘‘  the  others  repaired  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  the  ftreet  of 
‘‘  the  Capuchins,  where  his  majefty  was  expedted  to  pafs  by 
“ about  his  ufual  hour  of  returning  to  the  palace.  The  king 
“ had  been  to  vifit  his  uncle  prince Zartorifki,  grand  chancel- 
lor  of  Lithuania,  and  was  at  his  return  from  thence  to  the 
palace  between  nine  and  ten  o’clock.  He  was  in  a coach, 
“ accompanied  by  at  lealt  fifteen  or  fixteen  attendants,  belide 
an  aid-de-camp  in  the  carriage  : fcarce  was  he  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  hundred  paces  from  prince  Czartorifki’s  pa- 
lacc,  when  he  was  attacked  by  the  confpirators,  who  com- 
mandcd  tlie  coacliman  to  flop  on  pain  of  inftant  death. 
“ d'hcy  fircvl  icvcral  fliot  into  the  carriage,  one  of  which 
paired  through  the  body  of  a heyduc,  who  endeavoured  to 
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defend  his  mailer  from  the  violence  of  the  alEilTins.  AI- 
« moft  all  the  other  perfons  'i'  who  preceded  and  accompa- 
nied  his  majefty  were  difperfed  ; the  aid-de-camp  aban- 
doned  him,  and  attempted  to  conceal  himfelf  by  flight. 
“ Mean  while  the  king  had  opened  the  door  of  his  carriage 
“ with  the  delign  of  efFe6ling  his  efcape  under  flielter  of  the 
“ night,  which  was  extremely  dark.  He  had  even  alighted, 
‘‘  when  the  alTaffins  feized  him  by  the  hair,  exclaiming  in 
Polilli  with  horrible  execrations,  ‘ We  have  thee  now;  thy 
“ hour  is  come.’  One  of  them  difcharged  a pillol  at  him  fo 
very  near,  that  he  felt  the  heat  of  the  flalli ; w hile  another 
cut  him  acrofs  the  head  with  his  fabre,  which  penetrated 
to  the  bone.  They  then  laid  liold  of  his  majefty  by  the 
collar,  and,  mounting  on  horfeback,  dragged  him  along 
the  ground  between  their  horfes  at  full  gallop  for  near  live 
“ hundred  paces  through  the  llrcets  of  Warfaw^  t. 

“ All  was  confulion  and  diforder  during  this  time  at  the 
palace,  where  the  attendants  who  had  deferted  their  m after 
had  fpread  the  alarm.  The  foot-guards  ran  immediately 
to  the  fpot  from  whence  the  king  had  been  conveyed^  but 
‘‘  they  found  only  his  hat  all  bloody,  and  his  bag  : this  in- 


* “ It  is  incredible  that  fnch  a number 
“ of  perfons  as  were  with  his  Poliflr  majefty 
“ on  that  memorable  night,  Ihould  all  fo 
“ bafely  abandon  him,  except  the  fugle 
“ heyduc  who  was  killed,  and  who  fo 
“ bravely  defended  his  mafter.  This  man 
“ was  a proteftant  ; he  was  not  killed  on 
“ the  fpot,  but  expired  next  morning  of  his 
*■*  wounds.  The  king  allows  a penfion  to 
“ his  widow  and  children.” 

f “ It  is  aftoniftf  ng,  that,  in  the  number 
“ of  ballsvvhich  pafted  through  the  carriage, 
“ not  one  fhould  hurt  or  wound  the  king. 
“ Several  went  through  his  pelhJe,  or  fur 
“ great-coat.  I have  feen  this  cloak,  and 
the  holes  made  in  it  by  the  piftol  bullets. 


“ Every  part  of  thecloaths  which  his  ma- 
“ jelly  wore  on  that  night  arc  carefully  pre- 
“ lerved.  It  is  no  lefs  wonderful,  tliat 
“ when  the  allitirms  bail  feized  on  the  king, 
“ they  ihould  carry  him  through  inch  a 
“ number  of  llreets  without  being  ftopped. 
“ ARuflian  centincl  did  hail  them;  but,  as 
“ they  anfvvercd  in  Ruifan,  he  allowed  them 
“ to  pais,  imagining  them  to  be  a patrolcof 
“ his  nation.  'I'liis  happenedat  Ibme  dillance 
“ from  the  place  wb.ere  they  had  carried  oft' 
“ the  king.  The  night  was  hefides  exceed- 
“ ingly  dark,  and  Warfaw  has  no  lamps. 
“ All  thefe  circumllances  contribute  to  uc- 
“ count  for  this  extraordinary  event.” 


‘‘  creafed 
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BOOK  creafed  their  apprehenfions  for  his  life.  The  whole  city 
i ‘‘  was  in  an  uproar.  The  alTaffins  profited  of  the  univerfal 
confufion,  terror,  and  confternation,  to  bear  away  their 
“ prize.  Finding,  however,  that  he  was  incapable  of  follow- 
“ ing  them  on  foot,  and  that  he  had  already  almoft  loll  his 
refpiration  from  the  violence  with  which  they  had  dragged 
him,  they  fet  him  on  horfeback ; and  then  redoubled 
their  fpeed  for  fear  of  being  overtaken.  When  they  came 
to  the  ditch  which  furrounds  Warfaw,  they  obliged  him 
‘‘  to  leap  his  horfe  over.  In  the  attempt  the  horie  fell  twice, 
“ and  at  the  fecond  fall  broke  its  leg.  They  then  mounted 
his  majefty  upon  another,  all  covered  as  he  was  with  dirt. 

The  confpirators  had  no  fooner  croffed  the  ditch,  than 
they  began  to  rifle  the  king,  tearing  off  the  order of  the 
“ Black  Eagle  of  Pruffia  which  he  wore  round  his  neck,  and 
the  diamond  crofs  hanging  to  it.  He  requefted  them  to 
“ leave  him  his  handkerchief,  which  they  confented  to  : his 
pocket-book  efcaped  their  rapacity. 

“ A great  number  of  the  affaffins  retired  after  having 
‘‘  thus  plundered  him,  probably  with  intent  to  notify  to  their 
‘‘‘  refpe(51ive  leaders  the  fuccefs  of  their  enterprife  ; and  the 
king’s  arrival  as  a prifoner.  Only  feven  remained  with 
him,  of  whom  Kofinfki  was  the  chief.  The  night  was 
“ exceedingly  dark ; they  were  abfolutely  ignorant  of  the 
way  ; and,  as  the  horfes  could  not  keep  their  legs,  they 
obliged  his  majefty  to  follow  them  on  foot,  with  only  one 
flioe,  the  other  being  loft  in  the  dirt. 

* “ It  was  Lukawfki,  one  of  the  three  “ the  order  of  the  Black  Eagle  to  Pulalki 
“ chiefs  of  the  band,  who  tore  off  the  rib-  “ and  the  confederates,  to  prove  to  them 
“ bon  of  the  Black  Eagle,  which  his  Pruflian  “ inconteftibly  that  the  king  was  in  their 
“ majefty  had  conferred  on  the  king  when  “ hands,  and  on  his  way.  Ltikavvfki  was 
“ he  was  C'oiint  Poiiiatowfki.  One  of  his  “ afterwards  executed,” 

*'  motives  for  doing  this,  was  by  flicwing 
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“ They  continued  to  wander  through  the  open  meadows, 
without  following  any  certain  path,  and  without  getting  > — ^ — ' 
“ to  any  diftance  from  Warfaw.  They  again  mounted  the 
king  on  horfeback,  two  of  them  holding  him  on  each  fide 
“ by  the  hand,  and  a third  leading  his  horfe  by  the  bridle. 

In  this  manner  they  were  proceeding,  when  his  majelfy, 

“ finding  they  had  taken  the  road  which  led  to  a village  called 
Burakow,  warned  them  not  to  enter  it,  becaufe  there  were 
‘‘  fome  Ruffians  Rationed  in  that  place  who  might  probably 
“ attempt  to  refcue  him  -h  Finding  himfelf,  however,  in- 
“ capable  of  accompanying  the  affaffins  in  the  painful  pof- 
“ ture  in  which  they  held  him  kept  down  on  the  faddle,  he 
“ requeRed  them,  fince  they  were  determined  to  oblige  him 
to  proceed,  at  leaR  to  give  him  another  horfe  and  a boot  t. 

“ This  requeR  they  complied  with  ; and  continuing  their 
“ progrefs  through  almoR  impaflable  lands,  without  any 
“ road,  and  ignorant  of  their  way,  they  at  length  found 
“ themfelves  in  the  wood  of  Bielany,  only  a league  diRant 
from  Warfaw.  From  the  time  they  had  pafled  the  ditch 


* “ This  intimation,  which  the  king  gave 
“ to  his  alTalliins,  may-  at  firft  fight  appear 
“ extraordinary  and  unaccountable,  but  was 
“ really  dictated  by  the  greatefi:  addrefs  and 
“ judgment.  He  apprehended  with  reafon, 
“ that,  on  the  fight  of  a Ruffian  guard,  they 
“ would  inftantly  put  him  to  death  with 
“ their  fabres,  and  fly;  whereas  by  inform- 
“ ing  them  of  the  danger  they  incurred,  he 
“ in  fome  meafure  gained  their  confidence: 
“ in  effe£l,  this  behaviour  of  the  kingfeemed 
“ to  foften  them  a little,  and  made  them 
“ believe  he  did  not  mean  to  efcape  from 
“ them.” 

f The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  diet  on 
the  trial  of  the  confpirators,  interceded 
ftrongly  for  Kofinlki,  or  John  Kutfma,  to 
whom  he  gratefully  exprefiTes  himfelf  in- 
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debted  for  thefc  favours  in  the  following 
words  : 

“ As  I was  in  the  hands  of  the  aflaffins, 
“ I heard  them  repeatedly  alk  John  Kutfiua, 
“ if  they  fliould  not  aflTaffinate  me,  but  he 
“ always  prevented  them.  He  was  the  firll 
“ whoperfuaded  them  to  behave  to  me  with 
“ greater  gentlenefs  ; and  obliged  them  to 
“ confer  upon  me  fome  ferviccs  which  I then 
“ greatly  wanted  ; namely,  one  to  give  me 
“ a cap,  and  a fccond  a boot,  which  at  that 
“ time  were  no  trifling  prefents  : for  the 
“ cold  air  greatly  afteifted  the  wound  in  mv 
“ head  ; and  my  foot,  which  was  covered 
“ with  blood,  gave  me  inexpreffible  torture, 
“ which  contin\ied  every  moment  increaf- 
“ ing'” 
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“ they  repeatedly  demanded  of  Kollnfki  their  chief,  if  it  was 
“ not  yet  time  to  put  the  king  to  death  ; and  thefe  demands 
were  reiterated  in  proportion  to  the  obitacles  and  difficulties 
they  encountered. 

Meanwhile  the  confulion  and  confternation  increafed  at 
Warfaw.  The  guards  were  afraid  to  purfue  the  confpi- 
“ rators,  left  terror  of  being  overtaken  ftiould  prompt  them 
in  the  darknefstomaftacretheking;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
“ by  not  purfuing  they  might  give  them  time  to  efcape  with 
their  prize,  beyond  the  poffibility  of  affiftance.  Several  of 
“ the  firft  nobility  at  length  mounted  on  horfeback,  and  fol- 
“ lowing  the  track  of  the  aflaffins,  arrived  at  the  place  where 
‘‘  his  majefty  had  pafted  the  ditch.  There  they  found  his 
“ pelijfe^  which  he  had  loft  in  the  precipitation  with  which 
“ he  was  hurried  away  : it  was  bloody,  and  pierced  with 
“ holes  made  by  the  balls  or  fabres.  This  convinced  them 
“ that  he  was  no  more. 

‘‘  The  king  was  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  feven  remaining 
“ aflaffins,  who  advanced  with  him  into  the  wood  of  Bielany, 
when  they  were  fuddenly  alarmed  by  a Ruffian  patrole  or 
detachment.  Inftantly  holding  council,  four  of  them  dif- 
“ appeared,  leaving  him  with  the  other  three,  who  com- 
‘‘  pelled  him  to  walk  on.  Scarce  a quarter  of  an  hour  after 
a fecond  Ruffian  guard  challenged  them  a-new.  Tw'o  of 
“ the  aflaflins  then  fled,  and  the  king  remained  alone  with 
“ Kolinlki  the  chief,  both  on  foot.  His  majefty,  exhaufted 
“ with  all  the  fatigue  which  he  had  undergone,  implored  his 
‘‘  conductor  to  flop,  and  fuffer  him  to  take  a moment’s  repofe. 
“ Kofnflki  refufed  it,  menacing  him  with  his  naked  fabre ; 
“ and  at  the  fame  time  informed  him,  that  beyond  the  wood 
“ they  fhould  And  a carriage.  They  continued  their  walk, 
till  they  came  to  tlie  door  of  the  convent  of  Bielany.  Ko- 

‘‘  fmfki 
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finfki  appeared  loft  in  thought,  and  fo  much  agitated  by 

his  refledions,  that  the  king  perceiving  his  diforder,  and < ‘.,.t 

‘‘  obferving  that  he  wandered  without  knowing  the  road, 
faid  to  him,  ‘ I fee  you  are  at  a lofs  which  way  to  proceed. 

“ Let  me  enter  the  convent  of  Bielany,  and  do  you  provide 
‘‘  for  your  own  fafety.  ‘ No,’  replied  Kofinlki,  ‘ I have 
‘‘  fworn.’ 

“ They  proceeded  till  they  came  to  Mariemont,  a fmall 
palace  belonging  to  the  houfe  of  Saxony,  not  above  half  a 
league  from  Warfaw  : here  Kofinfki  betrayed  fome  fatis- 
fadtion  at  finding  where  he  was,  and  the  king  ftill  de- 
manding  an  inftant’s  repofe,  he  confented  at  length.  They 
fat  down  together  on  the  ground,  and  the  king  employed 
thefe  moments  in  endeavouring  to  foften  his  condudtor, 
and  induce  him  to  favour  or  permit  his  efcape.  His  ma- 
“ jefty  reprefented  the  atrocity  of  the  crime  he  had  commit- 
ted  in  attempting  to  murder  his  fovereign,  and  the  invali- 
‘‘  dity  of  an  oath  taken  to  perpetrate  fo  heinous  an  adlion: 

‘‘  Kofinlki  lent  attention  to  this  difcourfe,  and  began  to  be- 
tray  fome  marks  of  remorfe.  ‘ But,’  faid  he,  ‘ if  I fliould 
confent  and  recondudt  you  to  Warfaw,  what  will  be  the 
“ confequence  ? — I lliall  be  taken  and  executed  !’ 

“ This  refledlion  plunged  him  into  new  uncertainty  and 
embarrafsment.  ‘ I give  you  my  word,’  anfwered  his  ma- 
jefty,  ‘ that  you  fiiall  fufter  no  harm  ; but  if  you  doubt 
‘‘  my  promife,  efcape  while  there  is  yet  time.  I can  find 
my  way  to  fome  place  of  fecurity : and  I will  certainly  di- 
re6t  your  purfuers  to  take  the  contrary  road  to  that  which 
“ you  have  chofen.’  Kofinfld  could  not  any  longer  contain 
himfelf,  but,  throwing  himfelf  at  the  king’s  feet,  implored 
forgivenefs  for  the  crime  he  had  committed  ; and  fwore  to 
protedl  him  againft  every  enemy,  relying  totally  on  his 
F 2 “ generolity 
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BOOK  a generofity  for  pardon  and  prefervation.  His  majefty  rei- 
w-y.— j terated  to  him  his  affiirances  of  fafety.  Judging,  however, 
that  it  was  prudent  to  gain  fome  afylum  without  delay, 
‘‘  and  recollecting  that  there  was  a mill  at  fome  confiderable 
diftance,  he  immediately  made  towards  it.  Kofinfki 
knocked,  but  in  vain  ; no  anfwer  was  given  : he  then 
‘‘  broke  a pane  of  giafs  in  the  window,  and  intreated  for 
‘‘  flielter  to  a nobleman  who  had  been  plundered  by  robbers. 
‘‘  The  miller  refufed,  fuppoiing  them  to  be  banditti,  and 
“ continued  for  more  than  half  an  hour  to  perlift  in  his  de- 
‘‘  nial.  At  length  the  king  approached,  and  fpeaking 
“ through  the  broken  pane,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to 
“ admit  them  under  his  roof,  adding,  ‘ If  we  were  robbers, 
as  you  fuppofe,  it  w^ould  be  very  eafy  for  ns  to  break  the 
“ whole  window,  inftead  of  one  pane  of  giafs.’  This  argu- 
ment  prevailed.  They  at  length  opened  the  door,  and 
admitted  his  majefty.  He  immediately  wrote  a note  to 
General  Coccei,  colonel  of  the  foot  guards.  It  was  lite- 
rally  as  follows  : ‘ Par  une  efpece  de  miracle  je  fuis  fauve 
“ des  mains  des  aftaffins.  Je  fuis  id  au  petit  moulin  de 
‘‘  Mariemont.  Venez  au  plutot  me  tirer  d’ici.  Je  fuis  blefte, 
“ mais  pas  fort  It  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty,  how- 
“ ever,  that  the  king  could  perfuade  any  one  to  carry  this 
note  to  Warfaw,  as  the  people  of  the  mill,  imagining  that 
he  was  a nobleman  who  had  juft  been  plundered  by  rob- 
‘‘  bers,  were  afraid  of  falling  in  with  the  troop.  Kofinft^i 
then  offered  to  reftore  every  thing  he  had  taken;  but  his 
“ majefty  left  him  all,  except  the  blue  ribbon  of  the  White 
“ Eagle. 

* “ By  a kind  of  miracle  I am  cfcapecl  “ as  poffiblc,  and  take  me  from  hence.  I 
“ from  the  hands  of  atTalTins.  I am  now  at  “ am  wounded,  but  not  dangeroufly.” 

“ the  mill  of  Mariemont.  Come  as  foon 


“ When 
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When  the  melTenger  arrived  with  the  note,  the  aftonifli- 
‘‘  ment  and  joy  was  incredible.  Coccei  inftantly  rode  to  the 
mill,  followed  by  a detachment  of  the  guards.  He  met 
‘‘  Kofinfki  at  the  door  with  his  fabre  drawn,  who  admitted 
“ him  as  foon  as  he  knew  him.  The  king  had  funk  into  a 
“ deep,  caufed  by  his  fatigue ; and  was  ftretched  on  the 
ground,  covered  with  the  miller’s  cloak.  Coccei  imme- 
diately  threw  himfelf  at  his  majefty’s  feet,  calling  him  his 
fovereign,  and  kiffing  his  hand.  It  is  not  eafy  to  paint 
“ or  defcribe  the  aftonifliment  of  the  miller  and  his  family, 
who  inftantly  imitated  Coccei’s  example,  by  throwing 
themfelves  on  their  knees  '-b  The  king  returned  to  War- 
‘‘  faw  in  General  Coccei’s  carriage,  and  reached  the  palace 
“ about  five  in  the  morning.  His  wound  was  found  not  to 
be  dangerous,  and  he  foon  recovered  the  bruifes  and  in- 
‘‘  juries,  which  he  had  fuffered  during  this  memorable  night. 

So  extraordinary  an  efcape  is  fcarce  to  be  paralleled  in 
hiftory,  and  affords  ample  matter  of  wonder  and  furprife. 
Scarce  could  the  nobility  or  people  at  Warfaw  credit  the 
evidence  of  their  fenfes,  when  they  faw  him  return.  Ccr- 
‘‘  tainly  neither  the  efcape  of  the  king  of  France  from  Da- 
mien,  or  of  the  king  of  Portugal  from  the  confpiracy  of  the 
Duke  d’Aveiro,  were  equally  amazing  or  improbable,  as 
that  of  the  king  of  Poland.  I have  related  it  very  minutely, . 
and  from  authorities  the  higheft  and  moft  inconteftiblc. 

“ It  is  natural  to  inquire  what  is  become  of  Kofinfiei,  the 
‘‘  man  who  faved  his  majefty’s  life,  and  the  other  confpira-. 
“ tors.  He  was  born  in  the  palatinate  of  Cracow,  and  of 
mean  extraction  : having  affumed  the  name  of  Kofinfki  t, 

^ “ I have  been  at  this  mill,  rendered  “ miller  to  the  extent  of  his  wiflies  in  build- 
memorable  by  fo  lingular  an  event.  It  is  “ in  him  a mill  upon  the  Villuhi,  and  allow- 
“ a wretched  Polifli hovel,  at  a dillance  from  “ ing  him  a fmall  pcnlion.” 

‘•‘-any  honfe.  The  king  has  rewarded  the  f His  real  name  was  John  Kntfma. 

which 
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BOOK  u which  is  that  of  a noble  family,  to  give  himfelf  credit. 

— J He  had  been  created  an  officer  in  the  troops  of  the  confe- 
derates  under  Pulafki.  It  would  feem  as  if  Kofiniki  began 
to  entertain  the  idea  of  preferving  the  king’s  life  from  the 
‘‘  time  when Lukawffii  and  Straweniki  abandoned  him;  yet 
he  had  great  ftruggles  with  himfelf  before  he  could  refolve 
“ on  this  conduct,  after  the  folemn  engagements  into  which 
he  had  entered.  Even  after  he  had  conducted  the  king 
back  to  Warfaw,  he  expreffed  more  than  once  his  doubts 
“ of  the  propriety  of  what  he  had  done,  and  fome  remorfe 
‘‘  for  having  deceived  his  employers. 

‘‘  Lukawfki  and  Straweniki  were  both  taken,  and  feveral 
of  the  other  affaffins.  At  his  majefty’s  peculiar  requell 
and  intreaty,  the  diet  remitted  the  capital  puniffiment  of 
‘‘  the  inferior  confpirators,  and  condemned  them  to  work  for 
life  on  the  fortifications  of  Kaminiec,  where  they  now  are. 
By  his  interceffion  likewife  with  the  diet,  the  horrible  pu- 
nilhment  and  various  modes  of  torture,  which  the  laws  of 
Poland  decree  and  inffidt  on  regicides,  were  mitigated;  and 
bothLukawIki  andStraw^enfki  were  onlyfimply  beheaded. 
Kofinflci  was  detained  under  a very  flridl  confinement, 
‘‘  and  obliged  to  give  evidence  againlf  his  tw^o  companions. 
Aperfon  of  diftindlion,  who  faw  them  both  die,  has  affured 
me,  that  nothing  could  be  more  noble  and  manly  than  all 
Lukaw^fki’s  condudl  previous  to  his  death.  When  he 
‘‘  w'as  carried  to  the  place  of  execution,  although  his  body 
“ was  almofi:  extenuated  by  the  feverity  of  his  confinement, 
“ diet,  and  treatment,  his  fpirit  unfubdued  raifed  him  above 
‘‘  the  terrors  of  an  infamous  and  public  execution.  He  had 
‘‘  not  been  permitted  to  ffiave  his  beard  while  in  prifon,  and 
“ his  drefs  was  fqualid  to  the  greateft  degree ; yet  none  of 
thefe  humiliations  could  deprefs  his  mind.  With  a grandeur 
4 of 
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‘‘  of  foul  worthy  of  a better  caufe,  but  which  it  is  impoffible 

not  to  admire,  he  refufed  to  fee  or  embrace  the  traitor  > — . — ^ 
“ Kofinfki.  When  conducted  to  the  fcene  of  execution, 

“ which  was  about  a mile  from  Warfaw,  he  betrayed  no 
“ emotions  of  terror  or  unmanly  fear.  He  made  a fliort 
“ harangue  to  the  multitude  affembled  upon  the  occafion, 

“ in  which  he  by  no  means  exprelfed  any  forrow  for  his  part 
“ conducrt,  or  contrition  for  his  attempt  on  the  king,  which 
“ he  probably  regarded  as  meritorious  and  patriotic.  His 
“ head  was  fevered  from  his  body. 

Strawenlki  was  beheaded  at  the  fame  time,  but  he  nei- 
ther  harangued  the  people,  or  fliewed  any  figns  of  contri- 
“ tion.  Pulafki,  who  commanded  one  of  the  many  corps 
“ of  confederate  Poles  then  in  arms,  and  who  u-as  the  great 
agent  and  promoter  of  the  alfalfi nation,  is  Ihll  alive 
though  an  outlaw  and  an  exile.  He  is  faid,  even  by  the 
“ Ruffians  his  enemies,  to  poffefs  military  talents  of  a very 
“ fuperior  nature  ; nor  were  they  ever  able  to  take  him  pri- 
“ foner  during  the  civil  war. 

“ To  return  to  Kolinlki,  the  man  who  faved  the  king’s 
“ life.  About  a week  after  Lukawfki  and  Strawenfki’s  ex- 
“ ecution,  he  was  fent  by  his  majelfy  out  of  Poland.  He, 

**  now  relides  at  Semigallia  in  the  papal  territories,  where  he 
“ enjoys  an  annual  penfion  from  the  king. 

“ A circumftance  almoft  incredible,  and  which  feems  to> 

“ breathe  all  the  fanguinary  bigotry  of  the  1 6th  century,  1 
“ cannot  omit.  It  is  that  the  papal  nuntio  in  Poland,  in- 
fpired  with  a furious  zeal  againft  the  diffidents,  whom  he 
believed  to  be  protecrted  by  the  king,  not  only  approved 

* After  the  conchifion  of  thefe  troubles,  American  fervice,  and  was  killed  in  forcing 
Pnlalki  efcaped  from  Poland,  and  repaired  the  BritifliLincs  at  the  fiege  of  Savannali  in 
to  America  ; he  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  the  1779. 


“ the 
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BOOK  (t  .fcheme  for  alTaffinating  his  majefty,  but  blefied  the 
> — J “ weapons  of  the  confpirators  at  Czehochow,  previous  to  their 
“ fetting  out  on  their  expedition.  This  is  a trait  indifputa- 
‘‘  bly  true,  and  fcarcely  to  be  exceeded  by  any  thing  under 
the  reign  of  Charles  IX.  of  France,  and  of  his  mother  Ga- 
tharine  of  Medicis.” 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Wraxall’s  account  I am  enabled  to  add 
the  following  circura fiances  ; 

Upon  General  Goccei’s  arrival  at  the  mill,  the  firft  queftion 
which  his  majefty  afked  was,  whether  any  of  his  attendants 
had  fuffered  from  the  aflaflins  ; and  upon  being  informed 
that  one  of  the  heyducs  was  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  another 
dangeroufly  wounded,  his  mind,  naturally  feeling,  now  ren- 
dered more  fufceptible  by  his  late  danger,  was  greatly  af- 
fedled ; and  his  joy  at  his  own  efcape  was  confiderably  dimi- 
nifhed. 

Upon  his  return  to  Warfaw,  the  ftreets  through  which  he 
paffed  were  illumined  with  torches,  and  crouded  by  an  im- 
menfe  concourfe  of  people,  who  followed  him  to  the  palace, 
crying  out  incelTantly  The  king  is  alive.”  Upon  his  en- 
tering the  palace,  the  doors  were  flung  open,  and  perfons  of 
all  ranks  were  admitted  to  approach  his  perfon,  and  to  felici- 
tate him  upon  his  efcape.  The  fcene,  as  I have  been  informed 
by  feveral  of  the  nobility  who  v/ere  prefent,  was  affecSting 
beyond  defcription.  Every  one  ftruggled  to  get  near  him, 
to  kifs  his  hand,  or  even  to  touch  his  cloaths  : ail  were  fo 
tranfported  with  joy,  that  they  even  loaded  Kofinfki  with 
carefles,  and  called  him  the  faviourof  their  king.  His  ma- 
jefty was  fo  affedted  with  thefe  flgns  of  zeal  and  affedhon, 
that  he  exprefted  in  the  moft  feeling  manner  his  ftrong  fenfe 
of  thefe  proofs  of  their  attachment,  and  declared  it  was  the 
happieft  hour  of  his  whole  life.  In  this  moment  of  rapture 

he 
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he  forgot  the  dangers  he  had  avoided,  and  the  wounds  he  had 
received  ; and  as  every  one  feemed  anxious  to  learn  the  cir-  v. . / 
cumftances  of  his  efcape,  he  would  not  fuffer  his  wounds  to 
be  infpecSIed  and  drefled  before  he  had  himfelf  fatisfied  their 
impatience,  by  relating  the  difficulties  and  dangers  he  had 
undergone.  During  the  recital,  a perfon  unacquainted  with 
the  language  might  have  difcovered  the  various  events  of  the 
Ifory  from  the  changes  of  expreffion  in  the  countenances  of 
the  byftanders,  which  difplayed  the  moil:  fudden  alterations 
from  terror  to  compaffion,  from  compaffion  to  aftoniffiment, 
and  from  aftoniffiment  to  rapture ; while  the  univerfal  filence 
was  only  broken  by  fighs  and  tears  of  joy. 

The  king  having  finiflied  the  account,  again  repeated  his 
affurances  of  gratitude  and  affecStion  for  the  unfeigned  proofs 
they  had  given  of  their  love  and  attachment ; and  difmifled 
them,  by  adding,  that  he  hoped  he  had  been  thus  miracu- 
loufly  preferved  by  Divine  Providence,  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  purfue  with  additional  zeal  the  good  of  his  country, 
which  had  ever  been  the  great  object  of  his  attention. 

Being  now  left  alone,  his  majefty  permitted  the  furgeons 
to  examine  the  wound  in  his  head.  Upon  cutting  away  the 
fkin,  it  appeared  that  the  bone  was  hurt,  but  not  dangeroufly; 
from  the  quantity  of  clotted  blood,  the  operation  of  dreffing 
was  tedious  and  painful,  and  was  fubmited  to  by  the  king 
with  great  patience  and  magnanimity.  The  furgeons  pro- 
pofed  at  firft  to  bleed  him  in  the  foot;  but  they  laid  afide 
this  intention  upon  finding  both  his  feet  fwollen  conftder- 
ably,  and  covered  with  blifters  and  bruifes. 

The  family  of  the  heyduc,  who  had  faved  the  king's  life 
by  the  lofs  of  his  own,  was  amply  provided  for:  his  body  was 
buried  with  great  pomp ; and  his  majefty  erected  an  hand- 
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BOOK  fome  monument  to  his  memory,  with  an  elegant  infcription 
■ — , — ' expreffive  of  the  man’s  fidelity  and  of  his  own  gratitude. 

I faw  the  monument : it  is  a pyramid  ftanding  upon  a 
farcophagus,  with  a Latin  and  Polifii  infcription;  the  former 
I copied,  and  it  is  as  follows. 

“ Hie  jacet  Georgius  Henricus  Butzau,  qui  regem  Stani- 
‘‘  flaum  Auguftum  nefariis  parricidorum  telis  impeditum, 
die  III  Nov.  1771,  proprii  pe^loris  clypeo  defendens, 
‘‘  geminatis  i6tibus  confofius,  gloriof^  occubuit.  Fidelis 
‘‘  fubditi  necem  lugens,  Rex  pofuit  hocce  monumentum  il- 
“ lius  in  laudem,  aliis  exemplo 

*“  Here  lies  George  Henry  Bvitzau,  who,  “wounds,  and  glorioufly  expired.  The 
“ on  the  3d  of  November,  1771,  oppofing  “ king,  lamenting  the  death  of  a faithful 
“ his  own  breafl:  to  fliield  Staniflaus  Au-  “ fubjerit,  ereded  this  monument,  as  a tri-. 
“ guftus  from  the  w’eapons  of  nefarious  “ bure  to  him,  and  an  incentive  to  others.’* 
“ parricides,  was  pierced  with  repeated 
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CHAP.  IV, 


Account  of  the  plan  and progrefs  of  the  partition  of  Poland. — 
ProjeSled  by  the  king  of  Pruliia. — Adopted  by  the  emperor 
of  Germany,  and  finally  acceded  to  by  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia. 
— fihe  confent  of  the  king  and  diet  0/ Poland  extorted  after 
great  oppofition.’ — Changes  in  the  government  introduced  by 
the  partitioning  powers. — Spirited^  but  fruitlefsy  rejifiance 
of  the  Polifli  delegates. — Fate  of  the  diffidents. 


E are  now  arrived  at  that  remarkable  event  of  the  chap. 


^ ^ prefent  reign,  the  partition  of  Poland  ; which  was  , 
planned  wdth  fuch  profound  fecrecy,  that  it  was  fcarcely  fuf- 
pedted  before  it  was  carried  into  execution.  Poland  had  long 
derived  its  principal  fecurity  from  its  peculiar  fituation  be- 
tween three  great  powers,  each  equally  interelfed  to  prevent 
the  others  from  acquiring  any  increafe  of  ftrength,  or  addi- 
tion of  territory  : the  union  of  thefe  rival  potentates  was 
confidered  as  a circumftance  nearly  impoflible  ; and  flionld 
fncli  an  unexpected  union  take  place,  it  was  thought  incre- 
dible that  the  other  princes  of  Europe  w’ould  palfively  lub- 
mit  to  a material  alteration  in  the  balance  of  power. 

Treaties  upon  treaties,  and  negotiations  upon  negotiations 
had  guarantied  to  Poland  the  pofTelTion  of  her  territory  ; and 
the  very  three  powers  who  difmembered  her  provinces,  had, 
at  the  prefent  king’s  accefTion,  folemnly  renounced  all  right 
and  title  to  any  part  of  the  PoliQi  dominions.  But  treaties 
and  guaranties  are  in  general  only  adhered  to  until  they  can  be 
broken  with  fafcty  : the  only  effedlual  method  for  any  Hate 
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BOOK  ^-0  fecure  its  dominions,  is  to  make  itfelf  refpedlable  by  its 
— , ( ilrengtb  and  unanimity,  and  to  be  prepared  againft  any  at- 

tacks. When  a powerful  people  impute  national  difafters, 
which  a proper  vigour  and  forefight  might  have  prevented, 
to  the  perfidy  of  foreign  flates,  they  only  bear  teftimony,  in 
more  fpecious  terms,  to  their  own  indolence,  negligence,  or 
weaknefs  of  government.  Nor  is  that  fyftematical  jealoufy, 
which  modern  nations  profefs  to  entertain  for  the  balance  of 
power,  to  be  depended  on  as  a more  effedfual  fafeguard  to 
any  particular  ftate,  than  the  faith  of  treaties.  This  principle, 
though  founded  on  the  moft  obvious  and  judicious  policy, 
and  though  at  times  productive  of  the  moft  beneficial  effeCts, 
is  unluckily  liable  to  be  counteracted  and  defeated  by  an  al- 
moft  innumerable  variety  of  contingencies.  Where  a com- 
bination of  different  powers  is  requifite  to  give  efficacy  to  this 
principle,  thofe  powers  may  want  unanimity  and  concert ; 
where  again  the  exertion  of  only  a fingle  ftate  is  fufficient, 
that  ftate  may,  by  the  temporary  fituation  of  affairs,  or  the 
cafual  interefts  of  its  governing  party,  be  rendered  incapable 
of  acting  with  proper  fpirit.  In  a word,  the  anxiety  of 
Euroj^ean  ftates  for  the  prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power 
is,  by  no  means,  an  invariable  pledge  of  protection  to  any 
fingle  nation.  Venice  was  brought  to  the  verge  of  ruin  by 
a reliance  on  this  principle  ; Poland  received  from  it  no  fub- 
Itantial  protection ; nor  did  England,  though  ftruggling 
fingly  againft  a hoft  of  enemies,  reap,  in  her  late  conteft,  the 
flighteft  benefit  from  its  influence. 

The  natural  ftrength  of  Poland,  if  properly  exerted,  would 
have  formed  a more  certain  bulwark  againft  the  ambition  of 
her  neighbours,  than  the  faith  of  treaties,  or  an  attention,  in 
the  other  European  nations,  to  the  balance  of  power.  It  is 
extremely  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  the  three  partitioning 
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powers,  Pruffia  was  formerly  in  a ftate  of  valfalage  to  the 
republic;  Ruffia  + once  faw  its  capital  and- throne  poffelTed' — , — 
by  the  Poles ; while  Auftria,  fcarce  a century  ago,  was  in- 
debted to  a fovereign  J of  this  country  for  the  prefervation 
of  its  metropolis,  and  almoft  for  its  very  exigence. 

A kingdom,  fo  lately  the  mailer  or  prote6lor  of  its  neigh- 
bours, would  never  have  been  fo  readily  overwhelmed  by 
them,  without  the  mod  glaring  imperfeeftions  in  its  govern- 
ment. Poland,  in  truth,  formerly  more  powerful  than  any 
of  the  furrounding  dates,  has,  from  the  defers  of  its  con- 
ditution,  declined  in  the  midd  of  general  improvement  ; 
and,  afte^r  giving  law  to  the  north,  is  become  an  eafy  prey 
to  every  invader. 

The  Partition  of  Poland  was  fird  projecled  by  the  king  of 
Pruffia.  Polidi  or  Wedern  Pruffia  had  long  been  an  object 
of  his  ambition  : exclulive  of  its  fertility,  commerce,  and  po- 

* In  the  1 3th  century,  all  Pruffia  belonged 
to  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order.  In 
J454  that  part,  fince  denominated  Polifli  or 
Weftern  Pruffia,  revolted  to  CafimirlV,  and 
was  afterwards  incorporated  into  the  domi- 
nions of  the  republic  ; at  the  fame  time  the 
knights  were  conftrained  to  hold  the  remain- 
ing part,  called  Eailern  Pruffia,  as  a fief  of 
thecrown  of  Poland.  In  1525  Eaftern  Pruf- 
fia was  ereded  into  an  hereditary  duchy, 
and  given  to  Albert  of  Brandenburg  as  a 
Polifh  fief.  Upon  his  death  it  fell  to  his 
fon  Albert  Frederic,  who  being  impaired 
in  his  faculties,  the  adminiflration  was  vefted 
firft  in  Joachim  Frederic  elcdor  of  Branden- 
burg, and  afterwards  in  Joachim’s  fon  John 
Sigifmond,  who  had  married  Albert’s  daugh- 
ter. Upon  the  demife  of  Albert,  without 
male  heirs,  John  Sigiimond,  who  fucceeded 
to  the  duchy  of  Pruffia,  did  homage  for  that 
duchy  as  a vaffal  of  the  republic.  His  grancl- 
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fon  Frederic  William,  the  great  Elcdor,  was 
the  firfi  duke  of  Pruffia  releafed  from  this 
badge  of  feudal  dependence  by  John  Jafimirj 
Eaftern  Pruffia  being  declared  a fovereim, 
independent,  and  hereditarv  duchy. 

Frederic,  fon  of  Frederic  William  the 
Great,  affnmed  the  title  of  King  of  Pruffi.a, 
which  however  the  Poles  never  acknow- 
ledged, until  1764,  at  the  acceffion  of  Sta- 
nillaus  Auguftus.  Flis  prefent  majefly  Fre- 
deric II.  by  the  partition  treaty  now  poffeffcs 
both  Weftern  and  Eaftern  Pruffia. 

t Under  Sigifmond  III.  whofe  troops  got 
poffeffioii  of  Mofeow,  and  whofe  fon  Ladif- 
laus  was  chofen  great  duke  of  Mufeovy  by 
a party  of  the  Ruffian  nobles. 

X John  Sobiefki,  who  compelled  theTurki 
to  raife  the  liege  of  Vienna,  and  delivered 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  from  the  greateft  dan- 
gers it  ever  experienced. 
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BO0A  pxiiation,  its  local  fituatioa  rendered  it  highly  valuable  to 
' — V — ' that  monarch  ; it  lay  between  his  German  dominions  and 
Eallern  Pruflia,  and  while  pofleiTed  by  the  Poles,  cut  off,  at 
their  w'ill,  all  communication  between  them.  During  the 
eouiTe  of  the  laft  general  war,  he  experienced  the  moft  fatal 
elfedfs  from  this  disjoined  Rate  of  his  territories.  By  the  ac- 
quilition  of  Weflern  Pruffia,  his  dominions  would  be  ren- 
dered compacft,  and  his  troops  in  time  of  war  be  able  to 
march  from  Berlin  to  Koningfburgh  without  interruption. 
The  period  was  now  arrived,  when  the  fituation  of  Poland 
leemed  to  promife  the  attainment  of  this  favourite  objedf. 
He  purfued  it,  however,  with  all  the  caution  of  an  able 
])olitician.  On  the  commencement  of  the  troubles, 
he  fliewed  no  eagernefs  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of 
this  country  ; and  although  he  had  concurred  with  the 
emprefs  of  Pvuflia  in  railing  Staniflaus  Auguftus  to  the 
throne  of  Poland  ; yet  he  declined  taking  any  active  part  in 
his  favour  againft  the  confederates.  Afterwards,  when  the 
whole  kingdom  became  convulfed  throughout  with  civil 
z-rhr).  commotions,  and  defolated  likewdfe  by  the  plague,  he, 
under  pretence  of  forming  lines  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of 
the  infedlion,  advanced  his  troops  into  Polidi  Pruffia,  and 
occupied  that  whole  diftridt. 

Though  now  completely  mailer  of  the  country,  and  by 
no  means  apprehenfive  of  any  formidable  refillance  from 
the  difunited  and  diftradled  Poles,  yet,  as  he  was  well  aware 
that  the  fecurity  of  his  new  acquifition  depended  upon  the 
acquiefcence  of  Pruffia  and  Aullria,  he  planned  the  Partition 
of  Poland.  He  communicated  the  project  to  the  emperor, 
either  upon  their  interview  at  Neifs  in  Silefia,  in  1769,  or 
6 ill 
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in  that  of  the  following  year,  at  Neuftadt  in  Auftria  ; from 

whom  the  overture  met  with  a ready  concurrence.  Jofeph, » ^ , 

who  had  before  fecretly  encouraged  the  confederates,  and 
even  commenced  a negotiation  with  the  Porte  againft  Ruffia, 
now  fuddenly  altered  his  meafures,  and  increafed  his  army 
towards  the  Polifh  frontiers.  The  plague  prefenting  to  him, 
as  well  as  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  a fpetiQus  motive  for  llati- 
oning  troops  in  the  dominions  of  the  republic;  he  gradually 
extended  his  lines,  and,  in  1772,  occupied  the  whole  terri- 
tory, which  he  has  fince  difmembered.  But,  notwithftanding- 
this  change  in  his  fentiments,  his  real  views  upon  Poland 
were  at  Bril  fo  effectually  concealed,  that  the  Polifli  rebels 
conceived  that  the  Auftrian  army  was  advancing  to  act  in 
their  favour;  not  fuppofing  it  pofTible,  that  the  rival  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin  could  aCf  in  concert. 

Nothing  more  remained  towards  completing  the  partition,, 
than  the  acceffion  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia.  That  great  prin^^ 
cefs  tvas  too  difcerning  a politician  not  to  regard  wdth  a jealous- 
eye  the  introduction  of  foreign  powers  in  Poland.  Polf'effing, 
an  uncontrouled  afcendancy  over  the  whole  country,  flie 
could  propofe  no  material  advantage  from  the  formal  acquR 
fition  of  a part ; and  mult  purchafe  a moderate  addition  to 
her  territory  by  a coofiderable  furrender  of  authority.  The* 
king  of  Pruffia,  well  acquainted  with  the  true  interelfs  of* 

Ruffia  in  regard  to  Poland,  and- with  the  capacity  of  the 
emprefs  to  difcern  thole  interelfs,  forbore  (it  is  faid)  open- 
ing any  negotiation  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  partition,  until  ffie 
was  involved  in  a Turkilh  war.  At  thatcrifis  lie  difpatched-. 
his  brother  Prince  Henry  to  Peterfburg,  whofuggefted  to  the 
emprefs  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria  was  forming  an  alliance  with . 
the  Porte,  which,  if  it  took  place,  would  create  a molt  formi- 
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dable  combination  againft  her;  that,  neverthelefs,  the 
' — - — ’ friendfhip  of  that  houfe  was  to  be  piirchafed  by  acceding  to 
the  partition  ; that  upon  this  condition  the  emperor  was 
willing  to  renounce  his  conne6lion  with  the  Grand  Signior, 
and  would  fuffer  the  Ruffians  to  profecute  the  war  without 
interruption.  Catharine,  anxious  to  pufh  her  conquefts 
againlt  the  Turks,  and  dreading  the  interpolition  of  the 
emperor  in  that  quarter ; perceiving  likewife,  from  the 
intimate  union  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin, 
that  it  would  not  be  in  her  power,  at  the  prefent  juncture,  to 
prevent  the  intended  partition,  clofed  with  the  propofal, 
and  feledted  no  inconliderable  portion  of  the  Poliffi  territories 
for  herfelf.  1 he  treaty  was  ligned  at  Peterfburg  in  the 
beginning  of  February,  1772,  by  the  Ruffian,  Auftrian, 
and  Pruffian  plenipotentiaries. 

As  the  troops  of  the  three  courts  were  already  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  greateft  part  of  Poland,  the  confederates, 
hemmed  in  on  all  fides,  were  foon  routed  and  difperfed; 
and  Europe  waited  in  anxious  expedtation  what  would 
be  the  iffiie  of  this  unexpected  union  : yet  fuch  was 
the  profound  fecrecy  with  which  the  partitioning  powers 
proceeded,  that  for  fome  time  after  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,  only  vague  conjectures  were  entertained 
even  at  Warfaw-  concerning  their  real  intentions;  and 
the  late  lord  Catlicart,  the  Englifii  minifter  at  Peterfburg, 

was 


* I have  a colleftion  of  MS.  letters  writ- 
ten from  Warfaw  before  and  after  the  par- 
tition : the  following  paffages  from  thofe 
letters  will  (liew  the  myfterious  conduft  of 
the  three  courts,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
Poles  concerning  the  difmemberment.. 


“ On  cache  a Vienne  les  vrais  motifs  et  le 
“ but  de  la  prochaine  entree  des  troupes  cn 
“ Pologne,”  &c.  May  6,  1772. 

All  the  letters  fpeak  of  the  apprehenfions, 
of  difmemberment ; but  the  firft  which 
mentions  it  with  any  certainty  is  dated  May 
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was  able  to  obtain  no  authentic  information  of  its  hgnature, 
until  two  months  after  the  event.  » — ^ 

The  firft  formal  notification  of  any  pretenfions  to  the  Po- 
lilli  territory  W'as  in  the  month  of  September,  1772,  an- 
nounced to' the  king  and  fenate  alTembled  at  Warfaw,  by  the 
Imperial  embafiador;  which  was  foon  followed  by  the  memo- 
rials of  the  Ruffian  and  Pruffian  courts,  fpecifying  their  re- 
fpeitive  claims.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enter  into  a detail  of 
the  pleas  urged  by  the  three  powers  in  favour  of  their  feveral 
demands  ; it  would  be  no  lefs  uninterefiing  to  lay  before 
the  reader,  the  anfwers  and  remonilrances  of  the  king  and 
fenate,  as  well  as  the  appeals  to  the  other  Hates  which  had 
guarantied  the  poITeffions  of  Poland.  The  courts  of  London, 

Paris,  Stockholm,  and  Copenhagen,  remonftrated  againft  the 
ufurpations  ; but  remonilrances  without  affillance  could  be 
of  no  effeil.  Poland  fubmitted  to  the  difmemberment,  not 
without  the  moll  violent  Ilruggles,  and  now,for  the  firll  time, 
felt  and  lamented  the  fatal  elFedts  of  fadlion  and  difcord. 

A diet  being  demanded  by  the  partitioning  powers,  in  or- 
der to  ratify  the  ceffion  of  the  provinces,  was,  after  fomc 
delay,  convoked  by  the  king  in  the  following  fummons  : 

Since  there  are  no  hopes  from  any  quarter,  and  any  further 
delays  will  only  tend  to  draw  down  the  moft  dreadful  cala- 
mities  upon  the  remainder  of  the  dominions  which  are  left 
“ to  the  republic;  the  diet  is  convened  for  the  1 9th  of  April, 

“ 1773?  according  to  the  will  of  the  three  courts : neverthe- 

T9,  which  relates,  that  one  of  the  king  of  “ dent  la  defliis  ne  peucvcnt,  pas  etre  fur 
Pniffia’s  officers,  paffing  thro\igh  Marien.  “ clevainesimaginationsetconjeUures,”^cc. 
burgh,  even  faid,  that  the  neighbonrhoocl  of  Auguft  13.  “ La  bombe  va  crcver,  on 

that  town  had  fallen  to  the  king  by  the  “ achcve  le  traite  de  partage,”  &c. 
partition.  Auguft  24.  “ C’en  eft  fait,  Ic  traitc  cbau- 

May  30.  “ On  croit  de  plus  etplus  qu’on  “ che  an  mois  dc  Fevricr  vient  de  prendre 
“ nous  partagera,  tant  d’avis  (pii  s’accor-  “ confiftence,”  &:c. 
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BOOK  a in  order  to  avoid  all  caufe  of  reproach,  the  king^,  with 
•. — J — < “ the  advice  of  the  lenate,  again  appeals  to  the  guaranties  of 
“ the  treaty  of  Oliva.” 

The  diet  met  at  the  appointed  time;  and  fuch  was  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  members,  that  notwithftanding  the  deplorable  fitu- 
ation  of  their  country,  the  threats  and  bribes  of  the  three 
powers,  the  partition-treaty  was  not  carried  through  without 
much  difficulty.  For  fome  time  the  majority  of  the  nuntios 
appeared  determined  to  oppofe  the  difmemberment,  and  the 
king  firmly  perfiffed  in  the  fame  refolution.  The  embaffa- 
dors  of  the  three  courts  enforced  their  requifitions  by  the 
mofi;  alarming  menaces  ; and  threatened  the  king  with  depo- 
fition  and  imprifonment.  They  alfo  gave  out  by  their  emif- 
faries,  that  in  cafe  the  diet  continued  refractory,  Warfaw 
flaould  be  pillaged.  This  report  was  induftrioufly  circulated, 
and  made  a fenfible  impreliion  upon  the  inhabitants.  By 
menaces  of  this  fort,  by  corrupting  the  marflial  of  the  diet, 
who  was  accompanied  with  a Ruffian  guard  ; in  a word,  by 
bribes,  promifesj  and  threats,  the  members  of  the  diet  were 
at  length  prevailed  on  to  ratify  the  difmemberment.  In  the 
fenate  however,  or  upper  houfe,  there  was  a majority  of 
only  fix  ; in  the  lower  houfe,  or  affiembly  of  the  nuntios, 
but  one  fingle  vote  in  favour  of  the  meafure  An  aCf  was 
then  paffed  to  limit  the  feffions  of  the  diet  to  the  term  of  a 
few  days,  and  delegates  were  appointed,  with  full  powers  to 
adjuft,  in  concert  with  the  embaffadors,  all  the  terms  of  the 
difmemberment.  The  commiffioners,  or  delegates,  on  the 
breaking  up  of  the  diet  in  May,  immediately  entered  upon 
their  office;  and,  by  the  month  of  September,  finally  con- 
«4,Uide<l  the  treaty  of  the  partition  in  conformity  to  the  die- 
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tates  of  the  three  courts.  At  this  jun(5lure,  feveral  nobles  chap. 
were  bold  enough  to  iffue  manifeftos  and  remonftances  in 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  againft  the  ceflion  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  to  reprobate  the  condu(5t  of  the  partitioning  pow- 
ers ; but  fuch  remonftrances  were  totally  difregarded,  and 
may  be  conlidered  only  as  the  laft  convullions  of  an  expiring 
nation. 

Of  the  difmembered  countries  "b  the  RulTian  province  is 
the  largeft,  the  Auftrian  the  moft  populous,  and  the  PrulTian 
the  moft  commercial.  The  population  of  the*  whole 
amounts  to  near  5,000,000  of  fouls;  the  firft  containing 
1,500,000,  the  fecond  2,500,000,  and  the  third  860,000. 
Weftern  Pruflia  was  the  greateft  lofs  to  Poland,  as,  by  the 
difmemberment  of  that  province,  the  navigation  of  the  Vif- 
tula  entirely  depends  upon  the  king  of  Pruftia  ; by  the  lofs 
confequently  of  this  diftri61;  a fatal  blow  was  given  to  the 
trade  of  Poland  ; for  his  Pruflian  majefty  has  laid  fuch  heavy 
duties  upon  the  merchandize  palling  to  Dantzic,  as  greatly 
to  diminifli  the  commerce  of  that  town,  and  to  transfer  a 
confiderable  portion  of  it  to  Memmel  and  Konigfburgh. 

Although  the  limits  of  Poland  were  fettled  by  the  treaty 
of  Partition,  yet  the  Auftrians  and  PrulTians  continually  ex- 
tended their  frontiers : the  emperor  feized  uponCalimir,  and 
even  avowed  an  intention  of  taking  pofleflion  of  Cracow  and 
Kaminiec;  while  Frederic  alledged  thefe  ufurpations  of  the 
emperor  as  a juftification  for  fimilar  incroachments  on  his 
part ; urging,  that  he  could  not,  confiftent  with  his  own  fe- 
curity,  fee  the  emperor  increaling  his  dominions  without  fol- 
lowing his  example,  and  affuming  an  equivalent. 

* The  reader,  by  confuUing  the  map  of  bercd  proviaces.  For  an  account  of  the 
Poland  (prefixed  to  this  work),  will  fee  the  Auftrian  province,  fee  Book  II,  chap.  I,; 
fituation  and  extent  of  the  three  dilmera-  of  the  Ruftian,  Book  III.  ch.  1. 

H 2 Catharine 


PARTITION  OF  POLAND. 


BOOK 

L 


Catharine  was  forced  for  a time  to  connive  at  thefe  en- 
croachments ; but  no  fooner  was  peace  eftablifhed  with 
the  Turks,  and  the  rebellion  of  Pugatcheff  cruflied,  than  fhe 
immediately  turned  her  whole  attention  to  Poland ; and  it 
is  owing  to  her  fpirited  remonfl ranees,  that  both  Auftrians 
and  Pruffians  have  relinquiflied  their  ufurpations  ; and  con- 
fined themfelves  to  the  limits  marked  by  the  treaty  of  par- 
tition. 

The  partitioning  powers  did  lefs  injury  to  the  republic 
by  difmembering  its  faireft  provinces,  than  by  perpetuating 
the  principles  of  anarchy  and  coufufion,  and  eftablifiiing  on  a 
permanent  footing,  that  exorbitant  liberty  t,  which  is  the 
parent  of  fadtion,  and  has  proved  the  decline  of  the  republic. 
Under  pretence  of  amending  the  conftitution,  they  have  con- 
firmed all  its  defedls,  and  have  taken  effedtual  precautions 
to  render  this  unhappy  country  incapable  of  emerging  from 
its  prefent  deplorable  ffate. 

The  delegates,  who  ratified  the  treaty  of  partition,  were 
alfo  empowered  by  the  diet  to  concert  with  the  three  courts 
any  alterations  in  the  conilitution  w^hich  might  appear  benefi- 
cial to  the  kingdom ; in  confequence  of  thefe  full  powers,  the 


* Tlie  peace  between  the  Emprefs  and 
the  Turks  was  figned  on  the  21ft  of  July, 
J774,  in  Marflial  Romanzof’s  camp  near 
Bulgaria ; and  in  a letter  from  Warfaw, 
dated  Auguft29,  of  the  fame  year,  it  is  faid, 
“ The  Emj)eror  and  King  of  Pniffia  conti- 
“ nued  encroaching  upon  the  Polifh  terri- 
“ tories.and  enlarging  their  frontiers  which 
“ were  marked  by  the  treaty  of  Petertburg. 
“ But  upon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  the 
“ Auflrian  and  Pruffian  troojts  retired  with- 
“ in  their  rcfpeiftive  lines.  Behold  already 
“ the  good  efFcfts  of  this  glorious  peace  ! 

What  would  have  become  of  us,  if  the 
“ arms  of  the  Ottoman  empire  had  j)rof. 
“ peted  iiccurdiiig  to  the  wiflies  of  many.” 


And  in  another,  dated  Sept.  14,  1775, 
“ The  king  of  Pruffia  has  written  to  the 
“ emprefs  of  Ruffia  a letter  in  a moft  en- 
“ chanting  Ryle.  After  much  praife,  he 
“ adds,  that  notwithftanding  the  jullice 
“ of  his  claim  upon  thofe  parts  which  he 
“ has  annexed  to  his  former  acquilitions, 
“ he  fliall  make  no  difficulty  in  facrificing 
“ them,  as  a proof  of  his  readinefs  to  oblige 
“ her  Tmj)crial  majcRy  ; provided  the  houfe 
“ of  AuRria  will  alfo  reRore  what  flie  has 
“ taken.” 

■j-  “ Our  liberty,”  faid  a Pole,  “ is  like  a 
“ two-edged  fword  in  the  hand  of  an  infant, 
“ and  for  that  very  reafon  our  neighbours 
“ arc  anxious  to  preferve  it  entire.” 
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delegation  continued  fitting  from  May  1773  toMarch  1775, 
during  which  period  the  convocation  of  the  ordinary  diet  was ' — - — ' 
polfponed,  until  the  members  of  the  delegation  had  agreed 
to  all  the  innovations  propofed  by  the  embaliadors  ; and  un- 
til every  part  of  the  government  was  finally  arranged.  Not- 
withftanding  the  wretched  condition  of  Poland,  and  the  re- 
iiftlefs  power  of  the  three  courts,  yet  the  king  and  the  majo- 
rity of  the  delegates  long  with-held  their  confent  to  the 
propofed  alterations. 

Some  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  the  delegates  may  be  formed 
from  the  following  account  of  one  of  the  meetings,  when  the 
propolitions  relating  to  the  change  of  government  were  firft 
produced  in  September,  1773.  Prior  to  the  appearance 
of  the  three  embafladors  in  the  alfembly,  much  was  faid, 
and  with  great  vehemence,  againif  the  projedfed  inno- 
vations ; many  reproaches  were  thrown  out  againlf 
the  authors  of  that  plan,  for  facrificing  the  public  advan- 
tage to  their  private  ambition,  refentment,  and  interefts. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  three  embaffadors,  a dead  filence 
took  place  for  fome  minutes,  until  the  fecretary  of  the  Ruf- 
lian  embalfy  began  to  read  the  plan  for  new-modelling  the 
conftitution  ; then  a general  murmur  fpread  through  the 
whole  affembly,  and,  as  he  proceeded,  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  almott  to  drown  his  voice ; nor  was  it  vi  ithout 
frequent  interruptions,  that  he  was  permitted  to  finifh  its 
recital.  He  had  fcarcely  concluded,  when  the  whole  body 
of  delegates  loudly  demanded  the  treaties  of  partition  and 
alliance:  the  embaffadors  anfwering,  that  many  points  could 
not  be  adjufted  without  farther  inlf ructions  from  their  rc- 
fpedive  courts  : it  was  replied,  that  in  the  mean  time  they 

might 


4 


PAR  T 1 r ION  OF  POLAND. 


BOOK  i-j’iigiit  enforce  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which  they  were 
— ' aiithoriled  to  conclude.  At  all  events,  it  was  urged^  the 
])ropoial  concerning  the  change  of  government  is  prema- 
^ture  ; a revolution  of  fiich  extreme  importance  demands 
the  moif  deliberate  examination,  and  ought  not  to  be  hur- 
ried through,  as  if  it  was  a circumftance  of  no  concern  to 
the  nation.  One  of  the  delegates,  who  was  mold  violent 
in  his  oppoiition,  delivered  his  fentiments  with  a freedom 
which  aftonilhed  the  affembly;  and  when  the  embalTadors, 
who  did  not  underhand  the  Polilh  idiom,  applied  to  a Caf- 
tellan  for  an  explanation  of  w^hat  was  faid,  the  latter  ex- 
cufed  himfelf,  under  pretence  of  not  being  qualified  for 
the  office  of  interpreter,  as  having  but  an  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  the  French  language.  When,  at  lafl,  one  of  the 
Palatines,  who  was  of  the  embaflador’s  party,  acquainted 
them  with  the  contents  of  the  fpeech ; the  orator  ven- 
tured to  thank  him  for  explaining  the  purport  of  his 
harangue  in  fo  able  a manner ; while  the  praifes  which, 
in  a fine  tone  of  irony,  he  afFeched  to  befiow  upon  the 
Palatine  for  his  readinefs  to  oblige,  as  well  as  for  his  inde- 
pendent I'pirit,  occafioned  much  mirth  in  the  aflTembly. 
The  undifgnifed  approbation  given  by  the  greateft  part  of 
the  members  to  this  orator,  convinced  the  embafiadors  that 
this  was  no  time  to  obtrude  their  refolutions  upon  the  de- 
legates ; they  accordingly  broke  up  the  meeting,  and  pofi- 
poned  the  bufinefs  to  a future  opportunity  *.  The  next 
fefiion,  however,  was  not  more  favourable  to  their  wifiies, 
nor  did  the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  delegates  feem  to  abate. 

*■  The  following  paffage  in  rme  of  my  continues  to  be  read  j it  ftill  excites  con- 
•^IS.  letters,  dated  fo  late  as  Nov.  13,  1774,  “ tinual  debates,  and  more  will  aril’e  ; but 

vill  (hew  the  difliculty  of  fettling  with  the  “ all  will  be  finiflied  according  to  the  will 
.delegates.  *■*  of  the  rainillcrs.” 

“ 'i  he  plan  for  the  permanent  council 
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The  oppofition  of  the  delegates  to  this  meafure  conti- 
nued  fo  violent,  that  naore  than  a year  elapfed  before  the* — ^ 
embaffadors  were  able,  by  the  influence  of  threats,  bribery, 
and  proraifes,  to  obtain  a majority ; at  length,  the  dele- 
gates, terrified  or  feduced  into  compliance,  formally  ac- 
ceded to  the  change  of  government.  This  important  point, 
being  obtained,  the  delegation  was  diffolved  on  tlie  i 3tli 
of  April,  1775,  and  all  the  articles  were  confirmed  by  the. 
general  diet. 

The  following  note,  delivered  by  the  three  embaffadors  to 
the  delegates  on  the  13th  of  September,  1773,  will  give  the 
belt  general  idea  of  the  changes  made  in  the  conllitution.. 

“ The  courts  are  fo  intereffed  in  the  pacification  of  Poland, 

“ that,  while  the  treaties  are  getting  ready  to  be  figned  and. 

“ ratified,  the  minifters  cannot  lofe  any  of  that  valuable  time,  fo 
“ neceffary  for  the  re-eftablifliment  of  order,  and  the  tran- 
“ quillity  of  this  kingdom.  We  now,  therefore,  deliver  to- 
“ the  delegation  a part  of  thofe  cardinal  laws,  to  the  ratifi— 

“ cation  of  which  our  courts  will  not  fuffer  any  contradiction. 

I.  “ The  crown  of  Poland  fliall  be  for  ever  elective,  and. 

“ all  order  of  fucceflion  proferibed  : any  perfon  who  flialL 
“ endeavour  to  break  this  law,dhall  be  declared  an  enemy 

to  his  country,  and  liable  to  be  puniflied  accordingly., 

II.  “ Foreign  candidates  to  the  throne  being  the  frequenf- 
“ caufe  of  troubles  and  divifion,  lhall  be  excluded  and  it, 

“ fliall  be  enaCled,  that,  for  the  future,  noperfon  can  be  chofen 
“ king  of  Pviland,  and  great. duke  of  Idthuania,  excepting 
“ a native  Pole,  of.  noble origin,  and  poffeffingTand  within 

the  kingdom . The  fun,  or  grandfon,  of  a king  of  Poland  can- 
“ not  be  elected  immediately  upon  the  death  of  their  father  or 

* That  is,  any  gcntlcoian,, 

“ grandfather.; 


PARTITION  OF  POLAND. 


COOK  u grandfather ; and  are  not  eligible,  excepting  after  an  in- 
— , — ' ‘‘  terval  of  two  reigns. 

III.  “ The  government  of  Poland  fliall  be  for  ever  free, 
independent,  and  of  a republican  form. 

IV.  “ The  true  principle  of  the  faid  government  conhft- 
ing  in  the  ftri6t  execution  of  its  laws,  and  the  equilibrium 

“ of  the  three  eifates,  namely,  the  king,  the  fenate,  and  the 
“ equeftrian  order,  a Permanent  Council  fliall  be  eftablifhed, 
“ in  which  the  executive  powder  fhall  be  veiled.  In  this  coun- 
“ cil  the  equeftrian  order,  hitherto  excluded  from  the  admi- 
‘‘  nidration  of  affairs  in  the  intervals  of  the  diets,  Iliall  be 
“ admitted,  as  fliall  be  more  clearly  laid  down  in  the  future 
‘‘  arrangements.” 

Thefe  arrangements  having  been  carried  into  execution,  I 
fliall  make  a few  remarks  upon  the  feveral  articles. 

By  the  firll,  the  houfe  of  Saxony,  and  all  foreign  princes, 
who  might  be  likely  to  give  weight  to  Poland  by  their  here- 
ditary dominions,  are  rendered  incapable  of  filling  the  throne. 
By  the  fecond,  the  exclufion  of  a king’s  fon  or  grandfon, 
excepting  after  an  interval  of  two  reigns,  removes  the 
fainted:  profpe6f  of  an  hereditary  fovereignty,  and  entails  up- 
on the  kingdom  all  the  evils  infeparable  from  that  moll 
wretched  form  of  government,  an  elecdive  monarchy.  By 
the  third  article,  \hQliberum  ‘i;^/(?,and  all  the  exorbitant  privi- 
leges of  the  equedrian  order,  are  confirmed  in  their  utmod: 
latitude  ; and  by  the  lad,  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  be- 
fore too  greatly  reduced,  are  dill  farther  diminidied,  as  will 
be  more  minutely  difplayed  in  the  enfuing  chapter. 

Before  the  conclufion  of  this  chapter,  it  will  be  proper  to 
mention  the  fate  of  the  dididents.  Their  pretenlions  were 
finally  fettled  between  the  republic  and  the  mediating  powers, 

at 
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at  the  lafl:  meeting  of  the  delegates.  The  catholic  party  op- 
pofed  in  fo  violent  a manner  the  reftoration  of  their  antient ' — v — ' 
privileges,  that,  by  the  confent  of  the  foreign  courts,  they 
continue  excluded  from  the  diet,  the  fenate,  and  the  per- 
manent council.  In  return,  however,  the  diffidents  enjoy 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion ; are  permitted  to  have 
churches  without  bells  ; fchoolsand  feminaries  of  theirown  ; 
they  are  capable  of  fitting  in  the  inferior  courts  of  juftice,  and 
in  the  tribunal  appointed  to  receive  appeals  in  matters  of 
religion,  three  of  their  communion  are  admitted  as  afleflTors. 

In  confequence  of  this  toleration,  the  difiidents  have  con- 
firuCted  churches  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  ; one 
built  upon  this  occafion  by  the  Lutherans  at  VVarfaw,  has 
the  following  infcription  : 

“ Has  aedes  Deo  T.  O.  facras 

“ Coetus  Varfovienfis  in  Auguft.  Confeffi  ex  confenfu  Sta- 
“ niflai  Augufti  Regis  et  Reipublicse  ftiuere  coepit. 

“ Aprilis  24,  1777.”  , 
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ii^overnment ‘ of  Vol-^nd, — LegiJIative  authority  pojfeffed  by  ihs 
diet. — Executive  power  vejied  in  the  permane7it  council. — - 
Adi  for  the  eflabli/hment  of  that  council. — Article  I.  Arrange-- 
4nent  of  'the  permanent  council. — Conjiituent  parts  taken 
from  the  three  ejlates.)  the  king.,fenate^  and  equejlrian  order^ 
^ — Eledlion  of  the  metjzbers. — Prerogatives  of  the  king. — 
, Limitations  of  his  authority, — Primate. — Marjhal  of  the 
,equefirian  order. — Article  II.  Mode  of  proceeding. — its 
five  departments. — Foreign  affairs. — Police.  — War. — ■ 
Juflice.' — "Fhe  Tdreafury. — Article  III.  Power  and  duties, 
- — Article  IF.  Limits  of  its  authority. — Detail  of  the  five 
departments, 

'BOOK  ^ I ^HE  government  of  Poland  is  with  great  propriety  ftyled 
^ a republic,  becaufe  the  king  is  fo  exceedingly  limited 

in  his  prerogative,  that  he  refembles  more  the  chief  of  a 
commonwealth,  than  the  fovereign  of  a powerful  monarchy. 

The  fupreme  legiflative  authority  of  this  republic  refides 
in  the  three  eftates  of  the  realm,  the  king,  fenate,  and  equef- 
trian  order,  aflfembled  in  a national  diet  The  executive 
power,  which  was  heretofore  entrufted  to  the  king  and  fe- 
nate, is  now,  according  to  the  new  form  of  government^  veiled 
in  the  permanent  council. 
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The  a6l  for  the  eftablhhment  of  the  permanent  council, 
ty  the  diet  of  1775,  is  thus  worded. 

Since  the  former  exiftence  of  the  council  ad  latiis  nojlrum 
in  the  republic  is  proved  from  the  antient  conftitutions  which 
mention  it,  and  nominally  from  the  fixth  article  in  the  con- 
firmation of  king  Stephen,  as  well  as  from  the  conftitutions 
of  1576,  1590,,  1607,  1641,  1669,  1677,  and  of  1678  : 
We  therefore  efiablhli  a national  council,  ad  latus  nojlrum^ 
compofed  of  the  three  orders,  namely,  of  us  the  king,  the 
fenate,  and  of  the  equeftrian  order,  to  adt  in -the  manner  pre-- 
fcribed.  as  follows. 

Article  I. 

Arrangement  of  the  Permanent  Council. 

I.  This  council  fhall  bear  the  title  of  Supreme  Permanent 
Council.  It  fiiall  be  compofed  of  the  three  eftates  of  the  re- 
public, namely,  of  the  king,  the  fenate,  and  the  equeftrian 
order,  which  fhall  be  for  . ever  infeparable,  excepting  during 
an  interregnum,  or  in  the  king’s  abfcnce,  for  which  a provi- 
fion  is  hereafter  made; 

The  firft  eftate,  the  king,  as  chief  o^f  the  nation,  is  never 
changed.;  but  the  other  two  eftates  fliall  be  eleffed,  every 
two  years,  at  the  ordinary  diet,  by  the  majority  of  fecrct  votes, 
in  the  following,  manner. 

T.  All  lenators  and  minifters  are  candidates  of'courfe,  but 
the  members  of  the  equeftrian  order  fliall  addrefs  thcmfelves 
to  the  marflial  of  the  laftdiet ; and,  in  cafe  of  his  death  or 
abfence,  to  the  firft  nuntio  of- the  province  from  which  the 
marftial  was  taken,'  three  days  before  the.  diet,  either  in  per- 
fon,  or  by  memorials  figned  by  themfelves,  and  fealed  with^ 
their  own  coats  of  arms; 

* The  laws  of  Poland  are  called  confli-  of  1576,  i <00,  &c.  as  paflt'd'in  the  diets 
tutlons^  and  are  denominated-  conllitutions  which  alfembled  in  thoie  years. 

I 2 2.  The 


CHAP. 

V. 


6o 


GOVERNMENT  OF  POLAND. 


2.  The  marflial  of  the  diet  being  elected,  all  the  ceremo- 
' nies  in  the  chamber  of  the  nuntios  being  properly  performed, 

and  after  the  jundtion  of  the  two  houfes  according  to  the 
conftitntion  of  17 68, the  liifs  of  the  candidates  fliall  be  read; 
that  of  the  fenators  and  minifters  by  one  of  the  principal  fe- 
cretaries ; and  that  of  the  candidates  of  the  equeftrian 
order  by  the  fecretary  of  the  diet.  No  perfon  lliall  be 
excluded  from  being  a candidate,  who  can  prove  that  he 
p )ireffes  the  neceffary  conditions  and  qualifications,  fuch 
as  are  hereafter  defcribed.  And  if  any  perfon  fo  qualified 
is  omitted,  the  great  fecretaries  fliall  be  anfwerable  to  the 
fame  diet  for  the  omiflion  of  fenators  and  minifters,  and  the 
marfhal  of  the  diet  for  that  of  the  members  of  the  equeftrian 
order  ; and  if  they  are  convicted  of  having  defignedly  been 
guilty  of  the  omiflion,  they  fhall  be  deprived  of  their  charges. 

3.  A printed  lift  of  the  candidates  fhall,  the  fame  day,  be 
given  to  each  member  of  the  diet,  to  be  taken  into  confide- 
ration. 

4.  The  enfuing  day  each  member  of  the  diet  fliall  fecretly 
mark  the  names  of  as  many  perfons  in  the  printed  lift  as  are 
necelfary  to  fill  the  permanent  council. 

This  ceremony  fliall  be  performed  in  a corner  of  the  fe- 
nate-houfe.  The  fenators  invited  by  the  great  marflials,  or, 
in  their  abfence,  by  thofe  who  perform  the  office  of  marfhals, 
and  the  nuntios  fummoned  by  the  marflial  of  the  diet,  fliall 
receive  from  the  fecretaries  the  printed  lift  of  the  candidates, 
ftamped  with  the  arms  of  the  republic,  finiilar  to  that  which 
was  diftributed  the  preceding  day.  With  thefe  lifts  they 
fhall  repair  in  order,  one  after  the  other,  to  a fmall  table  fur- 
rounded  with  curtains,  upon  which  table  they  fliall  fecretly 
draw  a line  under  the  names  of  the  perfons  whom  they  fa- 
vour ; and  every  one  fhall  put  his  lift  into  a vafe  ftanding 
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Upon  a table  in  tha  corner  of  the  hall,  which  vafe  fhall  chap. 
be  previoufly  opened  in  the  fenate-houfe  by  the  marlhal, » — . — * 
who  is  firfl"  in  rank,  in  order  to  fliew  that  it  is  empty. 

The  vafe  fhall  be  provided  with  three  different  locks,  the 
keys  whereof  fhall  be  given,  one  to  his  majefty,  a fecond 
to  the  great  marfhal,  or  to  him  who  hands  in  his  place, 
and  a third  to  the  marfhal  of  the  diet.  At  the  fame  time 
nine  deputies  fliall  be  chofen,  three  from  the  fenate  by 
the  king,  and  fix  by  the  marflial  of  the  diet  from  the  equef- 
trian  order.  As  foon  as  all  the  lifts  have  been  delivered, 
thefe  deputies,  being  fworn,  fhall  bring  the  vafe  into  the 
middle  of  the  fenate-houfe,  and  having,  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  aflembly,  opened  it  with  the  three  keys,  fliall  compare 
the  number  of  lifts  with  the  members  of  the  diet  who  are 
prefent,  count  the  fuffrages,  and  the  firft  in  rank  among  the 
deputies  fhall  openly  proclaim  the  names  of  thofe  who  have 
the  majority. 

5.  Each  ele6tor  muft  underline  in  the  printed  lift  fo  many, 
and  fuch  perfons  as  are  required ; that  is,  among  the  perfons 
eledted  fhall  be  the  third  of  the  members  in  the  late  per- 
manent council,  to  the  number  of  twelve,  namely,  fix  from 
the  fenate  and  miniftry,  and  as  many  from  the  equeftrian 
order,  equally  chofen  from  each  province. 

All  the  lifts,  in  which  this  rule  is  not  obfervcd,  and  in 
which  there  are  more  or  lefs  perfons  nominated  than  the  ne- 
ceffary  number,  fliall  be  confidered  as  null,  and  be  rejedted 
by  the  deputies. 

6.  Thofe  who  have  the  plurality  of  fuffrages  fliall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  council ; and  it  is  only  in  cafe  of  an  equal 
number  of  votes  for  any  candidate  or  candidates,  that  the 
king  fliall  have  the  calling  voice. 
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The  neceflary  qualifications,  which  entitle  a member  of 
the  equeflrian  order  to  become  a candidate  for  a feat  in  the 
council,  are  to  have  belonged  to  any  of  the  four  jurifdi6tions 
of  the  republic,  (of  the  marfhal,  of  war,  of  the  aflefTo- 
rium  % and  of  the  treafury),  to  have  been  deputy  in  any 
tribunal,  nuntio  of  the  diet,  or  minifter  to  a foreign  court, 
Thofe  who  fhall  be  eledled  during  the  diet,  before  they  enter 
upon  their  office  fhall  take  the  following  oath. 

“ I do  fwear,  in  the  name  of  the  Almighty,  that  I will' 
“ be  faithful  to  you  Staniflaus  Auguftus,  my  gracious  matter, . 
“ and  to  the  republic  of  Poland  ; that,  in  the  exercife  of  my 
“ office  as  counfellor  of  the  permanent  council,  I will  execute 
“ with  zeal  all  which  the  laws  relative  to  the  permanent 
“ council  ordain : that  I will  not  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  fur- 
“ prifed  either  by  prefents  or  menaces ; that  in  giving  my 
“ advice  I will  not  be  biaffed  by  any  perfon,  but  will  a(tt  in 
“ obedience  to  the  laws,  and  in  conformity  to  juttice  will' 
confult  the  good  of  my  country  ; that  if  I fee  or  know  any 
“ thing  which  may  be  either  ferviceable  or  detrimental  tO' 
“ my  country,!  will  faithfully  acquaint  his  majetty,my  mott 
“ gracioiVs  matter,  and  his  permanent  council,  and-  will* give 
“ my  fufffage  in  the  manner  I think  mott  likely  to  prevent 
“ the  evil.  I will  not  reveal  the  fecrets  which  may  be  eiv 
‘‘  trutted  to  me  by  his  majetty  and  his  council,.  And  fo‘ 
‘‘  help  me  God.” 

The  council  fliall  be  compofed  of  the  following  perfons^r 

1.  The  king  as  chief  and  preffdent. 

2.  Three  bifhops,  among  whom  the  primate  of  his- own 
right,  fhall  prefide  during  two  years,  but  fhall  have  no  feat 
the  two  following  years. 


* Court  of  Juftice,  having  cognizance  within  a certain  diflance  of  the  fovereign’s  place 
of  rcfulcnce.  See  p.  li,  note  f, 
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3.  Nine  lay-fenators,  two  of  whom  may  be  elecSled  either  chap. 

from  the  miiiifters  or  feiiators.  ' — . — 

4.  Four  from  the  miniftry  of  the  republic,  namely,  one 
from  each  department ; of  thefe  eighteen  members  of  the 
fenate,  fix  muft  be  taken  from  each  of  the  three  - provinces, 

5.  The  marfiial  of  the  equeftrian  order,  and,  in  cafe  of  his 
death  or  abfence,  the  firfi:  counfellor  of  the  equeftrian  order, 
according  to  the  turn  of  the  provinces. 

6.  Eighteen  counfellors  of  the  equeftrian  order,  including 
the  marfhal. 

7.  The  fecretary  of  the  permanent  council  fiiall  be  elected 
from  the  Referendaries  t,  and  national  notaries,  See. 

Of  the  Pensions. 

The  primate,  biftiops,  and  minifters,  enjoying  very  confi- 
derable  revenues  derived  from  their  charges,  fliall  have  no 
penfions. 

Lay-fenators  of  the  crown,  and  of  Lithuania,  fliall  annu- 
ally receive  each  14,000  florins  I,  =jr^S8,  iSr. 

The  marfhal  of  the  equeftrian  order,  as  member  of  the 
permanent  council,  30,000  florins,  =^833.  6s.  Sd.;  and, 
during  his  refidence  at  Warfaw,  fliall  be  allowed  a guard  of 
fifteen  men,  with  an  officer,  from  the  army  of  the  crown. 

Each  counfellor  fliall  have  14,000  florins  per  annum, 

= ^388.  iSs. 

The  fecretary  of  the  council  fhall  receive  the  fame  fum. 

* Great  Poland,  Little  Poland,  and  Li-  “ majefty’s  anfwer  : they  have  a place  in 
thuania.  “ any  of  the  king’s  courts  of  jufticc.”  Coa* 

t “ Referendaries  are  a kind  of  mailers  nor’s  Poland,  v.  II.  p.  77. 

**  of  Requefls,  whofe  office  is  to  receive  peti-  | 35  Polifti  floriiw  = a pound  flerling. 

**  tions  made  to  the  king,  and  to  give  his 
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BOOK  Explanation  of  the  ckities  and  prerogatives  of  the  perfons 
' — ^ ' who  compofe  the  Permanent  Council. 

His  majefty  the  king  our  moft  gracious  mafter,  as  chief  of 
the  nation,  and  the  firft  eftate,  reprefenting  the  majefty  of 
the  republic,  lhall,  according  to  ufual  pradfice,  convoke  by 
circular  letters,  and  at  the  time  prefcribed  by  the  laws,  the 
ordinary  diets  ; he  muft  always  confnlt  the  permanent 
council  upon  the  matters  to  be  laid  before  thofe  aflemblies, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  he  before  took  the  advice  of  the  fenate, 
which  from  henceforth  fliall  no  more  be  convened.  His 
majefty  lhall  in  like  manner  fummon  the  extraordinary 
diets,  either  of  his  own  accord,  or  at  the  inftance  of  the  per- 
manent council,  which  the  king  cannot  refufe  if  the  majo- 
rity demand  it. 

All  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of  the  diet,  decrees,  privi- 
leges, and  public  adls  fliall  be  iffiied  in  the  name  of  the  king,, 
as  it  has  been  hitherto  pra6ti fed.. 

He  lhall  fign  all  the  difpatches  pafled  by  order  of  the 
council,  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  put  a negative  upon 
them,  if  they  are  carried  by  a majority. 

He  fhall  give  public  audience  to  embalfadors  and  foreign 
minifters,  to  envoys  or  relidents,  fhall  treat  with  them,  but 
cannot  conclude  without  communicating  the  whole  to  the- 
council,  and  following  the  advice  of  the  majority. 

The  king,  on  his  part,  cedes  the  following  royal  preroga-. 
tives : 

I.  For  the  eledlion  of  bifho])S,,  palatines,  caftellans,  and, 
minifters,  the  council  fliall  nominate  by  ballot  three  candi- 
tlates,  one  of  whom  the  king  fliall  appoint  to  the  vacant 
ofticc 

* The  king  had  before  the  foie  difpofal'of  thefe  oflices.  See  p.  13. 
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2.  The  power  of  appointing  to  all  other  ecclefiaftical  and 
civil  offices  ffiall  continue,  without  any  diminution,  vetted  — , — 
in  the  Pving,  excepting  the  commiffioners  of  war,  of  the 
treafury,  thofe  in  the  department  of  the  marffial,  and  in  the 
afleffiorium  regni : all  thefe  commiffioners  were  before  ac- 
cuftomed  to  be  named  by  him  in  the  intervals  between  the 
diets ; but  his  majefty  now  confents,  that  from  henceforth 

the  council  ffiall  ele(5t  three  candidates,  to  be  prefented  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  the  laft  mentioned  article  relative  to 
the  nomination  of  the  fenators  and  minillers. 

3.  With  refpe6t  to  military  ranks,  his  majefty  ffiall  ap- 
point the  captains  in  the  Poliffi  companies,  and  the  officers 
of  the  four  companies,  which  are  upon  the  Poliffi  footing, 
and  bear  his  name. 

Excepting  thefe,  all  other  military  promotions  fliall  be 
conferred  according  to  feniority. 

Neverthelefs,  his  majefty  may  propofe  candidates  for 
military  promotion,  chofen  among  the  young  officers  in  the 
national  fervice,  to  be  fecretly  balloted  for  with  that  perfon 
who  has  the  right  of  feniority  ; provided,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  great  general  delivers  to  his  majefty  his  recommendation 
in  writing,  with  his  reafons  for  the  faid  recommendation. 

4.  His  majefty  renounces  the  right  to  difpofe  of  the  royal 
demefnes  and  ftarofties,  with  this  claufe,  that  the  propri- 
etors of  both  fexes  be  continued  during  their  lives  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  faid  eftates,  which,  from  this  prefent  time, 
fliall  never  be  granted  to  any  perfon  whatfoever,  under  the 
appearance  of  recompence  or  any  other  pretext ; but  they 
ffiall  be  employed  for  the  public  good,  to  the  great  advan- 
tage of  the  country,  and  with  the  confent  of  the  king. 

VoL.  L K 5^c  Four 
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5.  Four  regiments  of  guards  fliall  be  reftored  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  great  general,  as  in  the  time  of  Auguftus  Hi. 
that  is,  while  they  preferve  the  name  and  rank  of  guards, 
they  do  not  bind  themfelves  by  any  new  oath  ; and  with  this 
difference,  that  whereas  formerly  the  great  generals  pof- 
feffed  alone  the  military  power  in  their  hands,  at  prefent 
they  fliare  that  power  with  the  committee ; which  com- 
mittee, as  well  as  the  great  generals,  depend,  in  virtue  of  the 
prefent  law,  upon  the  permanent  council. 

In  return,  the  king  fliall  receive  an  annual  fum  fufhcient 
to  keep  in  pay  two  thoufand  troops,  who  lhall  depend  folely 
upon  his  majefty  ; but  this  fum  fliall  not  be  included  in  the 
additional  revenues  granted  to  his  majefty,  in  compenfatio'n 
for  thofe  loft  by  the  difmemberment  of  the  provinces-. 

6.  Reciprocally  the  republic  ftipulates  on  its  part,  once  for 
all,  that  all  the  other  royal  prerogatives  (thofe  excepted 
which  the  king  has  gracioufly  pleafed  to  renounce)  fhall- 
remain  in  full  force,  and  be  for  ever  inviolate. 

The  Primate. 

The  primate,  during  his  office muff  attend  the  perma- 
nent council  at  leaft  fix  months  in  the  year. 

The  anticnt  laws  which  fecure  the  prerogatives  of  the 
primate  during  the  interregnum  remaining  in  force,  he 
lhall  t prefide  in  the  council,  even  fiiould  it  not  be  his  turn 
for  fitting  in  the  council. 

During  the  interregnum,  tlic  permanent  council,  keeping 
its  j)ower  and  authority,  fliall  maintain,  in  the  ufual  forms, 
the  tribunals,  and  all  the  jurif(li(Rions  of  the  republic,  ac- 
cording to  the  conftitution  of  1768,  in  all  things  not  contra- 
dicted by  this  new  arrangement. 

* Tl)at  is,  (hiring  itic  two  years  iti  which  he  fits  in  the  council.' 

f Xii/iidy,  as  viceroy  (iming  the  iutcncgiium. 
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The  primate,  during  the  two  years  of  his  funcflion,  figns  chap. 
his  name  after  the  king  to  all  the  adts  of  the  permanent , . 

council ; and,  in  cafe  of  the  king’s  abfence,  or  during  an 
interregnum,  he  has  two  votes,  in  order  to  decide  in  cafe 
of  equality  of  fuffrages.  In  the  primate’s  abfence,  the  firft 
fenator  in  rank,  who  is  member  of  the  council,  fupplies  his 
place. 

The  Marshal  of  the  Equeftrian  Order. 

The  equeftrian  order  fhall  have  its  marflial  in  the  perma- 
nent council,  who  is  the  firft  in  rank  among  the  members  of 
that  order. 

He  fliall  be  eledled  every  two  years  at  the  ordinary  diet  by 
fecret  fuffrages,  always  from  each  of  the  three  provinces  by 
rotation,  according  to  the  form  prefcribed  for  the  eledion  of 
the  counfellors. 

No  fenator  or  minifter  is  capable  of  being  eledfed  marflaal 
unlefs  he  before-hand  refigns  his  charge. 

He  fliall  take  the  following  oath  before  the  fame  diet  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  other  counfellors. 

I fwear  before  Almighty  God,  that  I will  be  faithful  to 
you  Staniflaus  Auguftus  my  gracious  mafter,  and  to  the  re- 
public of  Poland;  that  in  the  exercife  of  my  office  of  marflial 
of  the  permanent  council,  I will  execute  with  zeal  all  which 
is  ordained  by  the  laws  eftabliflied  by  the  council ; that  in 
giving  my  advice,  and  voting,  I will  take  for  the  rule  of 
my  condudl  the  written  laws,  and  the  good  of  my 
country,  from  which  I will  never  fwerve,  neither  induced 
by  intreaties,  promifes,  friendfliip  or  hatred,  or  any  other 
fpecies  of  corruption  or  perfonal  attachment  whatfoever ; 
that  I will  never  divulge  the  fecret  deliberations  of  the  coun- 


That  is,  I flippofe,  one  vote  as  ufnal,  and  the  catling  vote  in  cafe  of  equality. 
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BOOK  cii . that  I will  call  up  the  votes,  and  faithfully  declare  the 
— , — ' majority  of  fuffrages.  So  help  me  God. 

The  marflial  of  the  equeftrian  order  in  the  permanent 
council  cannot  be  chofen  marlhal  or  nuntio  of  the  next  diet,, 
nor  be  re-ele6led  marflial  of  the  permanent  council^  except- 
ing after  an  interval  of  four  years. 

His  office.  He,  as  well  as  each  of  the  counfellors,  may. 
remonflrate  againft  the  ill-execution  of  the  laws,,  and  lay- 
before  the  council  thofe  matters  of  which  it  has  the  cogni- 
zance. It  is  the  duty  of  the  whole  council  to  watch  over' 
the  fecurity  and  maintenance  of  the  eftablifhed  government,, 
and  the  prefent  conftitution ; and  the  marlhal j as  well  as 
each  member,  ought  to  have  at  heart  the  prefervation  of  the 
prerogatives  of  the  three  eflates  ; but  more  particularly  the 
chancellor,  who  is  a member  of  the  council,  and  the  marfhal 
lhall  take  care  that  the  papers  fliall  be  kept  in  order,  andt 
the  infpedfor  of  the  a61:s  and  archives  of  the  permanent 
council  fliall  depend  upon  the  permanent  council  in  pimo,. 

The  marfhal,  as  well  as  each  counfeilor,  may  prefent  can- 
didates for  fubaltern  places  in  the  permanent  council,  who? 
fliall  be  accepted,  if  the  council  is  unanimous,  and,  in  cafe 
of  any  oppofition,  fliall  be  elected  by  the  majority  of-  fuf^- 
frages. 

The  marflial  and  chancellor  fliall  take  care  that. the  faid 
fubalterns  perform  their  duties,. recommending  to  the  per- 
manent council  to  reward  or  punifli  them. according. to  their 
deferts. 

The  marflial  diftributes  the  votes  to  the  members  of  the 
cquelirian  order,  draws  the  balls  or  the  billets  from  the  vafe, 
in  prefence  of  two  deputies  from  the  fenate  and  two  from  the 
equeftrian  order,  chofen  by  the  idurality  of  voices,  counts  the 
6 number 
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ntunber  of  fuffrages,  and  declares  the  majority.  The  feal  chap. 
of  the  permanent  council,  together  with  the  arms  of  the  two ' — ^ 
nations,  lhall  remain  in-  the  poffeffion  of  the  firft  among  the 
chancellors,  who  are  members  of  the  council. 

Themarflial  fhall  fign  next  to  the  king  and  primate,  or,', 
in  the  latter’s  abfence,  next  to  the  fenior  fenator,  all  the  acSls 
and  refolutions  of  the  permanent  council,  and  fliall  the  fame 
day  difpatch  each  a£l  to  its  refpe6tive  department. 

At  the  ordinary  diet  he  fhall  take  his  feat  at  the  left  hand 
of  the  marflial  of  the  diet,  and  after  his  juftification  he  fliall 
depart  from -the  affembly,  together  with  all  the  members  of 
the  equeftrian  order  in  the  late  council. 

If  he  exceeds  his  power,  the  permanent  council  may  cite 
him,  as  well  as  each  counfelior,  before  the  tribunal  of  the. 
diet,  according  to  the  form  prefcribed  by  law. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Councili 

He  can  only  give  his  opinion,  but  has  no  vote  in  the 
council. 

He  fhall  deliver  gratis  to  the  petitioners  the  refolutions  > 
and  anfwers  of  the  permanent  council,  and  fliall  counterfign ' 
all  the  difpatches. 

He  di all  receive  from  the  fecretaries  of  the  departments 
(w'ho  fliall  depend  upon  him  as  far  as  relates  to  reports  which 
are  to  be  delivered)  the  reports  of  all  that  pafTes  in  the  fit- 
tings of  the  different  departments,  and  what  is  inferred  in 
the  regifters  ; he  fhall  acquaint  the  permanent  council  with- 
the  contents,  and  fhall  form  a regifler  of  all  the  operations 
according  to  the  decifion  of  the  diet. 

He  fhall  be  obliged  to  report  to  the  permanent  council . 
every  thing  that  comes  to  his  knowledge,  which  may  be  - 
either  advantageous  or  detrimental  to  the  republic. 
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•BOOK  During  his  abfence,  the  permanent  council  fliall  ele6l,  by 
I ^ j a majority  of  fuffrages,  another  perfon,  who  fhall  perform 
the  duties  of  his  office  until  he  returns. 

The  archivill  ffiall  be  elected  in  the  permanent  council 
by  the  majority  of  fuffrages,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  above- 
mentioned  fubalterns,  and  he  ffiall  be  informed  of  all  by  the 
fecretary. 

I he  extra61:s,  as  well  from  thfe  arcliives  of  the  permanent 
council,  as  from  the  departments  which  appertain  to  the 
council,  ffiall  be  delivered  gratis. 

The  fecretary  ffiall  take  an  oath,  hmilar  to  the  fore-going 
one,  with  the  addition  of  the  following  claufe : I fwear 

that  I will  not  entruft,  or  give  to  any  perfon,  the  papers 

which  are  configned  to  me,  without  the  permiffion  of  the 
“ council.” 

1 he  inftigators  of  the  two  nations  f (their  ancient  duties 
.remaining  in  force)  ffiall  depend  upon  the  permanent  coun- 
cil, and  ffiall  not  make  their  appearance  in  it  without  being 
fummoned. 

They  ffiall  take  the  ufual  oath,  with  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing claufc : We  fwearthat  we  will  not  abandon  any  perfon 
“ for  prayers,  threats,  promifes,  or  perfonal  confideration, 
“ nor  indift  but  at  the  inftance  of  the  permanent  council.” 

The  nomination  of  the  fecrctaries  for  the  departments,  the 
keeper  of  the  archives,  and  fcribcs  (all  of  whom  muff  be 
natives  and  nobles)  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  their  du- 
ties, lhall  depend  ui)on  the  permanent  council. 

The  Interpreters. 

There  ffiall  be  two  for  the  Eallern  languages,  and  one 
for  the  Pvullian  tongue  : they  ffiall  depend  upon  the  per- 

* OfTircrs  of  the  crown  wl)o  profccutc  in  cafes  of  high  treafoii. 

Poland  and  Liciiuania. 
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manent  council,  and  particularly  upon  the  department  for 
foreign  affairs.  ' — ,/ — > 

The  members  of  the  permanent  council  flaall  not  be  ex- 
empted from  appearing  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  See. 

If,  in  criminal  affairs,  a counfellor  incurs  any  punifliment, 
he  lhall  fubmit  to  it  according  to  the  laws  and  the  nature  of 
the  crime,  without  deriving  any  benefit  from  his  ofhee.  See. 

Article  II. 

Arrangement,  divilion,  and  mode  of  procedure  in  the 
Permanent  Council. 

The  Permanent  Council  is  divided  into  five  departments.. 

1.  For  foreign  affairs, - 

2.  Police.- 

3.  War, 

4.  Julfice. 

5.  Treafury. 

In  the  department  for  foreign  affairs  there  fhall  be  only 
four  members,  and  eight  in  each  of  the  other  departments,, 
amounting  in  all  to  thirty- fix  perfons.  The  elethion  of  thefe 
members  fhall  be  made  by  the  permanent  council  affembled 
in  a body,,  either  unanimouffy,  or  by  a- majority  of  open  fuf- 
frages.  The  prefence  of  three  perfons  in  each  department 
fhall  be  deemed  fufficient  to  proceed  upon  bufmefs.  The 
minilfers (who  are  of  the  councif:  lhall  prefide  in  the  de- 
partments belonging  to  their  refpedfive  charges,  and  if  any 
accufation  fliall  be  brought  againft  them,  they  fliall  retire 
from  the  permanent  council,  not  having  a vote  in  Inch  cafes. 

The  members  of  each  department  lhall  receive  the  me- 
morials and  reports  which  concern  their  refpedive  dejiart- 
ments : having  examined  and  made  extrads,  they  fliall  add 

* Namely,  one  of  the  great  treafurers  in  the  department  of  the  treafury  ; one  of  the 
great  generals  in  that  of  war,  &c. 
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their  own  opinion  upon  each  matter,  and  fliall  then  lay  the 
whole  before  the  permanent  council  for  its  final  decifion. 

In  the  department,  when  there  fliall  happen  to  be  no  mi- 
nifter,  the  fenior  fenator  fhall  prefide.  Each  prefident  has, 
befide  his  cornmon  vote,  a cafting  voice,  in  cafe  of  an  Cvgua- 
lity  of  fuffrages.  In  all  the  departments,  as  well  as  in  the 
council  in  plena,  the  loweft  member  in  rank  fhall  give  the 
firlf  vote. 

The  council  fliall  afiTenible  in  plena,  as  often  as  neceffity 
requires,  in  prefence  of  the  king,  when  he  is  pleafed  to  be 
prefent ; and  in  his  majefty’s  abfence,  the  primate  during 
his  turn  fliall  prefide  ; and  in  his  abfence,  the  firff  fenator. 

The  king  fliall  firft  propofe  whatever  he  thinks  proper, 
and  the  queflion  fhall  be  decided,  if  not  unanimoufly,  by  a 
plurality  of  voices.  In  all  cafes,  when  the  king  is  not  pre- 
fent, the  primate,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  firft  in  rank,  fliall 
have  the  power  of  propofing. 

Afterwards,  the  marfhal  of  the  equeftrian  order,  and  then 
each  counfellor,  fhall  fucceffively  have  the  liberty  of  pro- 
pofing. 

Then  the  fecretary  of  the  council,  fliall  read  the  regifters 
of  the  five  departments,  that  the  affairs  which  they  treat 
may  be  finally  decided  by  the  permanent  council  in  plena, 
or  returned  to  the  department  from  which  it  was  delivered 
for  more  exadf  information.  When  the  king  is  not  prefent 
in  -the  council,  the  firft  fenator  and  the  marfhal  of  the 
equeftrian  order,  fliall,  in  the  name  of  the  council,  make  re- 
ports of  the  affairs  in  agitation  to  the  king.  The  king, 
jiaving  received  them,  fliall,  if  he  pleafes,  give  his  two  votes 
in  writing,  which  fliall  be  as  valid  as  if  he  had  been  prefent. 
If  the  king  gives  no  vote  before  the  next  meeting,  the  quef- 
tion  fhall  be  decided  by  the  majority  ; and,  in  cafe  of  an 
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equality,  the  firft  in  rank  who  prefides  in  the  council  ihall  ch^\p. 
have  the  calling  voice.  ' — v — > 

If  the  king  is  abfent  from  Warfaw  with  the  permiffion  of 
the  council,  the  council  mull  repair  to  the  place  where  he 
relides  ; but  if  his  majefty  quits  Warfaw  of  his  own  accord, 
the  eledlion  of  the  candidates,  and  the  diftribution  of  the 
charges,  fliall  be  fufpended  two  months  ; at  the  expiration 
of  which  term,  one  of  the  members  of  the  department  for 
foreign  affairs  fliall  attend  his  majefty,  to  the  end  that  a cor- 
refpondence  be  preferved  between  the  king  and  the  council. 

The  memorials,  in  all  public  matters  cognizable  by  the 
council,  may  be  prefented  to  any  member  of  the  council, 
or  even  to  the  fecretary  ; but  in  all  private  affairs  equally 
cognizable  by  the  council,  the  memorials  muft  be  prefented 
by  thofe  perfons  whom  they  concern. 

The  member  who  prefents  a memorial,  having  firft  figned 
it,  fliall  fend  it  to  the  fecretary  of  the  council,  and  the  latter, 
having  made  extra6ls  from  it,  fliall  read  them  to  the  council 
at  the  next  meeting,  bringing  with  him,  however,  the 
original  to  be  examined  in  cafe  of  neceftity. 

But  if  the  counfellor,  who  fends  a memorial  to  the  fecre- 
tary, perceives  it  to  be  of  fuch  great  importance  as  to  defervc 
the  infpeilion  of  the  council,  he  Ihall  add  after  his  name 
the  following  words,  This  memorial  admits  no  delay.” 

But  fhould  a memorial  be  of  fuch  a nature  as  to  require  fe- 
crecy,  and  to  be  laid  before  the  council  in  tlie  firft  refort, 
then  the  counfellor,  to  whom  it  has  been  given,  fliall  him- 
felf,  without  fending  it  to  the  fecretary,  lay  it  before  the 
council. 

In  all  queftions,  if  the  members  of  the  council  are  not 
unanimous,  the  firft  in  order,  whoever  he  be,  marflial,  mi- 
nifter,  or  member  of  the  council,  fliall  diftribute,  in  the 
VoL.  I.  L manlier 
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BOOK  manner  above-mentioned,  the  votes  to  the  fenators,  and  the 
— , — - maiihal  of  the  equeftrian  order  to  the  perfons  of  that  order, 
and  the  majority  fliall  be  coMefted  vrith  the  greateft  exadt- 
nefs.  The  majority  may  be  afcertained  by  two  modes  of 
decifion  ; either  by  fecret,  or  by  open  votes,  when  the  perfon 
who  affents,  hxying  “ I permit^’’  the  fuffrages  fliall  be  in- 
fcribed  in  the  regifter  by  each  voter. 

The  T^urnus  can  never  be  employed  in  pleno^  excepting  the 
members  of  the  council  are  fifteen  in  number;  and  before 
the  turnus  is  made  ufe  of,  the  perfon  who  lays  any  propo- 
fition  before  the  council  ought  to  alk  the  members  if  they 
confent ; the  anfwer,  that  they  confent,  or  filence,.  announces 
unanimity  ; but  if  any  member  fliould  oppofe  and  demand 
the  turnus,.  then  they  flaall  proceed  to  open  voting. 

Each  propofition  may  be  the  fubjedi  of  deliberation  during 
three  days ; but  if  any  one  member  objedts  to  that  delay,  he 
may  propofe  to  determine,  by  ballot,  whether  the  affair  fhalf 
be  taken  into  confideration,  or  be  immediately  decided. 

The  turnus, .once  begun,  flaall  be  continued  without  inter- 
ruption until  the  fubjedl  in  agitation  fliall  be  finally  de-- 
cided.  See. 

In  all  queflions,  the  decifion  by  ballot  may  be  infiftedom 
by  any  one  member,  but  it  muft  be  ufed  in;  the  following^ 
points. 

1.  In  eleclion  of  vacant  offices  referved  to  the  council. 

2.  In  extraordinary  expenccs  iffued  by  the  treafury  of  the 
republic,  not  warranted  by  law. 

3.  In  matters  of  high  treafon,  fiate  crimes,  difturbance  of 
the  public  traiupiillity,  and  conventicles  contrary  to  law. 
The  votes  by  ballot  fliall  be  colledfed.  with  the  greateft  pre- 
caution and  fidelity,  and.  with  every  mark  of  neceflary  fo- 
limiiity.  For  this  purpofe,  a table  fliall  Itand  in  the  middle 
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of  the  apartment,  furrounded  with  curtains  about  the  height  chap. 
of  a man,  which  may  be  drawn  and  undrawn  to  admit  the  ^ ' 
counfellors  ; upon  this  table  fliall  be  placed  a vafe,  having- 
two  openings  with  infcriptions  affirmative  and  negative,  into 
which  the  balls  fliall  be  put;  thefe  openings  fliall  be  only 
big  enough  to  admit  the  balls,  and  not  to  receive  the  whole 
hand.  The  vafe  fliall  be  alfo  clofed  with  a lock,  the  key 
whereof  fliall  be  placed  upon  the  council  table  until  all  the 
members  have  given  their  fuffrages,  and  the  balls  are  to  be 
counted.  The  vafe  being  opened,  the  marflial  minifter,  and 
the  marflial  of  the  equeftrian  order,  fliall  firft  hold  it  up 
and  invert  it  to  fliew  that  it  is  empty  ; after  which,  it 
fliall  be  fealed  by  the  two  marflials,  and  covered  with  the 
curtains.  Next,  the  fecretary  fliall  diftribute  ivory  balls  to 
all  who  have  a vote  in  the  council ; and  every  member,  ac- 
cording to  his  rank,  fhall  approach  the  table,  and,  firfl  hold- 
ing up  his  hand  to  fhew  that  he  has  but  one  ball,  fliall  put  it 
into  one  of  the  openings,  permitting^  or  not  permitting^  as 
he  fliall  think  proper,  and  according  to  his  confcience ; and 
in  this  manner  he  cannot  fee  how  the  others  give  their  votes, 
nor  be  feen  himfelf. 

If  there  are  many  candidates,  the  fecretary  fliall  diftribute 
to  each  member  billets,  all  written  in  the  fame  hand,  con- 
taining the  names  and  furnames  of  the  candidates ; each 
member  fliall  then  put  into  the  vafe  the  billet  containing 
the  names  and  furnames  of  the  candidates  whom  he  favours, 
and  fliall  burn  the  other  billets,  a candle  being  reatly  for 
that  purpofe. 

In  cafe  of  equality  of  fufFrages,  the  king  has  the  calling 
vote ; and,  to  the  end  that  each  member  may  Iblicit  the 
vacant  charges  in  the  gift  of  the  permanent  council,  they 
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EooK  propofe  themfelves,  as  well  as  recommend  others, 

— , — ' giving  in  their  petition  to  that  purpofe  in  writing. 

The  fecret  balloting  being  finifned,  the  marflial  of  the 
eqneftrian  order,  and  the  marfhal  minifter,  (hall  break  each 
his  feal  and  open  the  vafe;  and  then,  in  conjunction  with  the 
two  deputies  from  the  fenate  and  two  from  the  equeftrian 
order,  (hall  declare  the  number  of  balls  or  billets. 

After  which,  the  marflial  of  the  equeftrian  order  fliall  read 
aloud  the  names  of  the  candidates,  and  the  number  of  votes 
in  favour  of  each  candidate,  and  fhall  declare  for  whom  is 
the  majority,  which  the  fecretary  (hall  immediately  regifter. 

The.  king  has  the  privilege  of  convening  an  alTembly  of 
the  permanent  council;  and, in  his  abfence,  the  firft  in  rank ; 
neither  of  whom  can  refufe  to  fummon  a meeting  upon  the 
requeft  of  any  one  member,  reprefenting  the  neceftity  of 
difculTing  an  affair  of  great  importance.  Each  member  of  the 
council  has  the  liberty  of  delivering  his  opinion  in  a decent 
manner ; but  whenever  any  affair,  relative  to  any  member, 
is  in  agitation,  that  member  ftiall  have  no  vote. 

Two  perfons  of  the  fame  family,  and  even  of  the  fame 
furname,  cannot  be  eleCted  into  the  council,  at  the  fame 
time,  as  members  of  the  fame  eftate,  namely,  two  fenators, 
or  two  perfons  of  the  equeftrian  order;  but  only  one  perfon 
for  each  eftate. 

All  the  decrees  of  the  permanent  council  fhall  be  iffued 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  without  any  payment  for  the 
affixing  of  the  feal,  in  the  following  manner  : ‘‘  We  the 
“ king,  with  the  advice  of  the  permanent  council.” 

In  order  to  prevent  too  frequent  interruptions,  no  member 
of  the  council  ftiall  be  abfent  more  than  fix  months  in  the 

year, 


year,  either  at  one  or  at  different  intervals,  but  wkh  the  con- 
fent  of  the  permanent  council  granted  by  the  majority.  ^ 

The  members  who  exceed  their  leave  of  abfence  fhall  lofe 
a proportionate  part  of  their  falary ; the  fame  fliall  be  un- 
derftood  of  thofe  who,  being  at  Warfaw,  do  not  attend  the 
fittings  of  the  council ; excepting,  in  both  cafes,  perfons  em  - 
ployed in  other  public  offices,  or  thofe  who  produce  proof 
of  ficknefs. 

The  deduiiion  of  the  falaries  from  the  abfent  members 
fhall,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  be  divided  among  thofe  who 
have  affiduoufly  performed  their  duty. 

The  members  of  the  permanent  council  cannot  be  fent 
beyond  the  frontiers  as  miniflers  to  foreign  courts  : a perfon 
may  decline  being  eledled  a member ; but,  when  once  ad- 
mitted, he  cannot  refign  upon  any  pretext. 

At  each  ordinary  diet,  when  the  council  expires,  a third  of 
the  members  of  the  laft  permanent  council,  namely,  fix  from 
the  fenators,  and  the  fame  number  from  the  equeftrian  or- 
der, fhall  be  continued,  by  ballot,  members  for  the  following 
years ; and  this  is  done  to  the  end  that  the  council  may  al- 
ways contain  perfons  experienced  in  bulinefs. 

At  the  next  ordinary  diet,  a particular  place  in  the  fcnatc- 
houfe  ffiall  be  affigned  to  the  council,  to  anfwer  any  com- 
plaints which  may  be  brought  againft  it,  and  to  receive  a 
public  teftimony  to  be  inferted  in  the  confli  tut  ions  of  the  diet ; 
either  that  the  diet  received  no  complaints  againft  the  per- 
manent council ; or  that,  having  received  them,  they  were 
proved  upon  examination  to  be  ill-founded  ; or  that, having 
acknowledged  their  validity,  juttice  was  accordingly  infficfted. 
The  fenators  and  minitfers  in  the  council  ffiall  have  their 
ufual  places  in  the  fenate.  In  the  ordinary  diets,  the  coun- 
fellors  of  the  equeftrian  order  ffiall  lit  next  to  the  minifterSx 

None 


None  of  tlie  counfellors,  either  fenators,  minifters,  or  thofe 
of  the  equeftrian  order,  lhall  be  prefent  at  the  dietines,  or 
at  the  opening  of  the  tribunals. 

No  counfellors  fhall  accept  any  other  public  charges 
than  thofe  which  appertain  to  their  office. 

No  member  of  the  council  ffiall  oppofe  the  fignature  of 
privileges,  refolutions,  or  afts  decided  by  the  majority  ; and 
if  either  the  king,  the  fenior  fenator,  or  the  marfhal,  ffiould 
refiife  to  lign,  in  that  cafe,  each  member  lhall  fubfcribe  for 
himfelf,  and  the  names  of  the  majority  ffiall  render  the  a6t 
valid. 

In  cafe  of  death,  the  vacancy  ffiall  be  filled  up  within  the 
fpace  of  ten  weeks  by  ballot,  in  the  manner  above-menti” 
oned.  If  the  deceafed  be  a biffiop  or  lay-fenator,  his  fuccelfor 
lhall  be  taken  from  the  bifiiops  or  lay-fenators;  if  a minifier, 
from  the  boa.rds  of  the  faid  minifter’s  office  ; if  a perfon  of 
the  equefirian  order,  either  from  the  candidates  prefented 
at  the  lafi  diet,  or  from  thofe  propofed  upon  this  occalion. 

Article  III. 

Power,  authority,  and  duties  of  the  Permanent  Council. 

I,.  Without  enjoying  the  leafi;  authority,  legiflative  or 
judicial,  the  council  orders  the  execution  of  the  laws  ; and, 
being  the  center  of  public  affairs,  as  well  foreign  as  domefiic, 
is  bound  to  determine  according  to  the  laws  of  its  prefent 
cfiablilhment. 

2.  It  fi'iall  iiTue  affignments  for  the  payment  of  fums  re- 
ferved  to  the  i)ublic  treafury,  and  fpecified  in  the  general 
table  of  cxpcnccs  unprovided  for  in  extraordinary  circum- 
fianccs ; and  the  members  of  the  council  cannot,  during  the 
})olding  of  their  office,  partake  of  the  faid  affignments. 
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3.  It  (hall  receive  all  projects  beneficial  to  the  (late,  decide  chap. 
upon  the  admiffion  of  thofe  which  are  confonant  to  law,. 

and  miift  lay  thofe  which  appear  advantageous,  but  which 
have  not  the  fandlion  of  law,  before  the  firif  diet  for  the  de- 
termination of  the  hates. 

4.  It  fhall  form- plans  for  the  reformation  of  the  laws,  and 
fliall  prefent  them  before  the  next  diet  : it  hiall  frame 
a new  code  of  laws,  public,  civil,  and  criminal,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  diet. 

5.  It  hiall  feud  embaffadors  and  miniflers  to  foreign  courts 
from  the  perfons  nominated  by  the  king.  The  permanent 
council  fhall  give  them  the  neceffary  inllruclions,  excepting 
in  all  cafes  referved  for  the  diet. 

6.  The  permanent  council  fliall  appoint,  by  ballot,  in  the 
manner  above-mentioned,  three  candidates  for  the  vacant 
charges,  excepting  thofe  which  are  in  the  king’s  gift,  or  are 
chofen  by  the  nobility  in  the  Palatinates. 

7..  It  (liall  take  the  moft  effectual  methods  to  preferve  the 
alliances  and  treaties  of  the  republic. 

Article  IVh 

Limits  of  the  Permanent  Coiincil’s  authority. 

The  council  has  no  power  in  all  matters  referved  to  the 
dates  affembled  in  diet,,  and  can  enadf  nothing  contrary  to 
any  liberties  and  prerogatives  juflly  conferred. 

It  muff  not  ufurp  to  itfelf  the  legillative  or  judicial  power, 
nor  in  any  degree  take  into  conlideration  thofe  affairs  whofc 
decifion  is  referved  to  the  diet  alone. 

If  the  councikflrould  exceed  its  power,  the  members  diall 
be  liable  to  be  cited  and  tried  at  the  diet  for  high  treafon, 
and,  if  guilty,  to  be  puniflied  according  to  the  antient  laws 
edabliflied  upon  this  article.  The  permanent  chuncil  ihall 
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BOOK  remain  in  full  authority  for  two  years  without  interruption, 
even  llioulcl  one  or  more  extraordinary  diets  interfere  ; and 
at  the  ordinary  diet  until  a new  council  lhall  be  elected  in 
its  place,  according  to  the  prefcribed  form:  then  theantient 
council  fliall  lay  before  the  diet  the  fituation  of  affairs,  and 
give  an  account  of  its  whole  adminilfration. 

The  permanent  council  can  only  adl  according  to  the  laws 
in  being,  or  carry  the  faid  laws  into  execution. 

In  all  cafes,  not  exprefsly  mentioned  by  the  laws,  the  per- 
manent council  cannot  decide  ; but  in  all  fuch  circumftances 
it  may  prepare  any  propofals  for  new  laws,  and  publifh  them 
in  the  circular  letters  for  the  convocation  of  the  diet, 

DEPAR.TMENT  I. 

Of  foreign  affairs  in  the  Permanent  Council. 

The  department  of  foreign  affairs  fliall  be  compofed  of 
four  members,  amongft  whom  fhall  be  one  from  the  duchy 
of  Lithuania,  one  of  the  chancellors,  and  two  counfellors  of 
the  equeflrian  order. 

To  thefe  fliall  be  added  one  of  the  national  fecretaries, 
ivho  fliall  have  no  vote  : he  fhall  iiifpedl  and  expedite  all 
foreign  affairs,  and  fhall  take  the  ufualoath,  &c. 

This  department  fliall  affemble  as  occafion  may  require. 
When  the  king  is  not  prefent,  a chancellor  fliall  prefide  ; 
and.  in  the  latter’s  abfence,  the  firfl;  fenator.  The  national 
fecretary  fliall  make  a report  of  all  the  letters  diredfed  to  him, 
and,  if  required,  lhall  lay  them  before  the  members  of  the 
faid  department : he  fliall  not  fend  any  anfwers  without 
their  approbation. 

lie  fliall  read  at  the  meetings  the  letters  and  memorials 
to  the  department,  which  fhall  deliberate  upon  the  anfwers  : 
he  fliall  write  down  the  refolutions,  and  fliall  expedite  the 
difjiatches  accordingly. 
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In  all  cafes  of  public  moment,  fuch  as  letters  from  the  chap. 
king  to  foreign  courts,  Rate  afiuirs  which  require  any  expla-  < — 
nation,  memorials  and  declarations,  the  department  fliall  draw 
them  up,  and  lay  them  before  the  council  in  pleno^  for  its  de- 
termination. 

Whenever  any  information  is  to  be  given  to  the  Poliflt 
minifters  at  foregn  courts  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  affairs, 
the  prefident  of  this  department,  having  firff  heard  the  ob- 
fervations  of  each  member,  iliall  form  the  refult. 

All  inftrudlions  for  foreign  minifters  lliall  be  firff  drawn 
up  in  this  department,  and  then  prefented  to  the  permanent 
council  for  its  decifion.  If  any  member  of  this  department 
dies,  the  permanent  council  fiiall,  wdthout  delay,  ele(ff;  one 
of  its  counfellors  in  his  place.  The  fecretary  of  this  depart- 
ment flaall  be  nominated  by  the  king  from  the  national  fecre- 
taries,  or  notaries.  He  fiiall  maintain  the  correfpondence 
with  the  foreign  miniffers  of  the  republic,  and  to  him 
fiiall  be  addrefled  all  letters  and  memorials.  In  the  fame 
manner  as  the  fecretary,  the  fubalterns  in  this  department 
ihall  be  chofen  by  the  king. 

Department  II. 

Committee  of  the  marllials  of  Poland  and  Lithuania. 

I.  The  great  marfiials  fiiall  adf  according  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  1768,  reftraining  however  the  affociation  of  the  af- 
feffors  in  the  following  cafes. 

Ill  criminal  affairs, 

* Before  1768,  the  great  marflials  were  “ dilution  of  the  great  marflial : they  lliall 
lole  judges  iit  all  criminal  caufes  cog-  “ be  eleded  in  each  ordinary  diet ; they 
nizable  by  their  tribunals  : but  in  the  “ fiiall  judge  all  caufes  in  conjundVion  with 
diet  of  1768  the  following  claufe  enafts,  that  “the  great  marfha!  j and  lliall  decide  by 
•*  fix  alTefTors  fiiall  be  added  to  thejurif-  “ the  majority.” 
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In  all  taxes  - upon  provifions  and  merchandize  only  in 
the  place  of  the  king’s  refidence,  excepting  corn,,  and  the 
produdions  belonging  to  the  nobility. 

In  all  cafes  of  debt  or  borrowings,  only  ex  vi  infcripti 
fori,  when  one  of  the  parties  appeals  from  the  firft  inftance, 
andthefum  exceeds  500  florins  = ^(*13.  s, 

All  appeals  from  the  firft  inftance,  relative  to  the  non- 
payment of  taxes,  fliall  be  brought  before  the  tribunal 
of  the  marfhal  with  his  afleflbrs,  in  the  prefence  of  the  judge 
or  the  notary,  neither  of  whom  fhall  have  a vote.  In  this 
and  flmilar  cafes  of  appeal,  the  opinion  lhall  be  given  openly,, 
and  then  finally  decided  by  ballot. 

2.  The  committee  of  the  marfhals  lhall  be  compofed  of  the 
great  and  little  marfhals  (or  of  their  colleagues  the  marfhals 
of  the  crown),  of  two  fenators,  and  four  perfons  of  the 
equeftrian  order.  Thefe  fix  afiTefiTors  lhall  be  chofen  at  the 
ordinary  diet,  according  to  the  form  above  prefcribed  for 
the  election  of  the  members  of  the  permanent  council. 

3.  The  marflials  fliall  be  bound  to  fix  months  refidence 
near  his  majefiy,  and  each  of  the  alTeflbrs  to  four  months,  to 
the  end  that  there  may  always  be  the  complete  number  of  five 
perfons,  including  the  marfhals,  requifite  to  form  a fitting. 

4.  No  member  of  this  committee  can  be  elected  a nuntio 
for  the  next  diet ; but  the  nuntios  may  be  appointed  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  by  ballot,  and  half  of  the  antient  af- 
felTors,  both  fenators  and  nobles  of  the  equeftrian  order,  may 
be  continued  in  their  office  for  the  two  following  years. 

5.  Solely  in  the  cafes  of  denegati  judicii  et  corruptionis  ju- 
dicis,  perjurii  et  opprejjionis  civis  liberi,  complaints  againft  the 

* I'hc  great  marflial  iifed  before,  of  his  prefents  and  bribes  to  augment  their  pro- 
own autliority,  to  imjiofc  prices  on  mer-  fit.  Connor’s  Hift.  of  Pol.  v.  II.  p.  6g. 
chants  wares,  who  generally  made  him  great 
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decifions  of  this  committee  can  be  brought  before  the  per-  chap, 
manent  council ; and  caufes  of  this  nature  fliall  be  tried  by ' — ^ — 
the  permanent  council,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  law 
concerning  the  denegatum  judicium^  et  corruptionem  judicis 
et  perjurium, 

6.  Each  month  the  great  marflial  lhall  lay,  before  the  per- 
manent council,  the  report  of  his  decilions,  made  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  affelTors. 

7.  In  cafe  the  marfhal  Ihould  difobey  the  laws  in  any  of 
thefe  articles,  the  permanent  council  may  remonftrate  ; and 
if  he  perlilts  in  infringing  them,  he  fhall  be  liable  to  be  cited 
before  the  diet  as  guilty  of  high  treafon. 

8.  In  all  other  points,  not  contrary  to  thefe  articles,  the 
antient  prerogatives  of  the  marflials  Ilaall  continue  in  force. 

Department  of  the  Police  in  the  Permanent  Council. 

1 . When  the  great  marfhal  fhall  be  a member  of  the  per- 
manent council,  he  fhall  prefide  in  the  department  of  the 
police ; and  in  his  abfence  the  firfl  fenior  in  rank,  who  is 
member  of  the  faid  department. 

2.  If  any  complaints  fhall  be  urged  againft  the  great  or 
little  marfhals,  for  non-performance  of  the  duties  fpecified 
in  the  articles  of  the  “ committee  of  marfhals  and  their  de- 

pendence  on  the  permanent  council,”  the  plaintiffs,  if 
members  of  the  council,  fhall  not  be  prefent  at  the  refoiutions 
paffed  under  fuch  circumftances. 

3.  If  this  department  fhall  have  occafion  for  the  regifler 
of  the  committee  of  marflials,  it  fliall  be  communicated. 
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Department  III. 

The  Great  Generals  of  the  Two  Nations. 

1 . Befide  the  troops^  commanded  by  the  marfhals  of  the 
two  nations  and  by  the  treafurers,  Rationed  at  Warfaw,  there 
may  be  quartered  in  that  capital  3000  foldiers,  namely,  2000 
from  the  army  of  the  crown,  and  1000  from  that  of  Li- 
thuania. 

The  difcipline  of  the  Lithuanian  corps  fhall  depend  upon 
the  great  general  of  Lithuania ; the  chief  command  lhall 
devolve  upon  the  great  general  of  the  crown.  If  the  king 
fliall  reRde  in  Lithuania,  a proportionate  number  of  troops 
from  the  army  of  the  crown  fliall  be  Rationed  in  that  duchy, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Lithuanian  corps  is  quartered  at 
Warfaw  with  the  crown  foldiers. 

The  great  generals  fliall  be  obliged  to  change  the  garrifoii 
of  Warfaw  at  the  requeR  of  the  permanent  council. 

2.  Whenever  the  great  general  fliall  find  it  expedient  to 
raife  new  fortifications,  they  fliall  prefent  the  plan  to  the  per- 
manent council,  and  the  latter  to  the  diet. 

3.  The  permanent  council  fliall  make  known  to  the  great 
general,  when  he  fliould  order  the  abfentees  to  rejoin  tlieir, 
regiments. 

4.  The  permanent  council,  in  concert  with  the  great  ge- 
nerals, fliall  regulate  the  number  of  foldiers  to  be  furniflied 
by  the  regiments  for  the  purpofe  of  making  high  roads, 
clcaiifing  rivers,  and  other  public  works,  a reprefentatiorr 
being  jn'evioufly  made,  and  a plan  preferibed,  by  the  com- 
miliioncrs  of  the  treafury  : it  fliall  in  the  fame  manner 
fix  the  ]:)ay  ot  the  laid  foldiers,  to  be  afligned  from  the- 
public  fund  dcRincd  for  extraordinary  cafes,  with  this  ex- 
(xption,  that  the  troops  lhall  be  exempted  from  Rich  fer- 
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rices,  ,during  the  months  in  which  they  are  exercifed  or 
encamped.  ' — . — 

5.  In  cafe  the  great  generals  fliould  adl  counter  to  thefe 
articles,  the  permanent  council  Ihall  firh  remonftrate,  and  if 
that  fliould  have  no  efFedt,  may  accufe  them  of  high  treafon 
before  the  diet ; if,  during  the  intervals  of  the  ordinary  diet, 
it  fliould  be  thought  neceffary  to  call  them  to  account,  the 
permanent  council  fliall  aflemble  an  extraordinary  diet  for 
that  purpofe. 

6.  The  liff  of  extraordinary  expences  fliall  be  communi- 
cated, by  the  great  generals,  to  the  permanent  council,  be- 
fore it  is  laid  before  the  ordinary  diet. 

7.  The  difcipline,  fubordination,  exercife,  and  clothing  of 
the  troops,  the  appointment  of  the  fpots  for  the  encam])ment 
of  the  divifions,  (with  this  provifo,  that  never  more  than  one 
divifion  fhall  encamp  in  the  fame  place)  in  a word,  the 
chief  command  of  the  troops  fliall  be  veiled  in  the  great 
generals. 

8.  The  nomination  and  creation  of  the  officers  and  fub- 
alteriis,  belonging  to  the  committee  of  war,  fhall  relide  in 
the  great  generals. 

9.  In  other  points,  the  generals  retain  all  their  antient 
rights  and  privileges,  not  cpntradi^led  by  thefe  articles. 

Explanation  and  changes  of  the  Conftitution  of  1768,  rela- 
tive to  the  Committee  of  War  of  both  nations. 

I.  The  committee  of  war  fhall  be  compofed  of  fix  coni- 
miffioners,  as  enjoined  by  the  diet  of  T768,  one  half  to  be 
taken  from  perfons  in  the  civil  line,  and  the  remainder  from 
officers  not  employed. 

Among  the  three  military  commiffioners  ffiall  be  included 
of  conrfe  the  generals  of  the  artillery,  but  without  receiving 
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KOOK  falary  of  commiffioners.  Three  commiflioners  are  fuf- 
— — ' ficient  to  make  a board  ; and  if  only  two  fhould  meet, 
then  the  notaries  of  the  committee  of  war  of  the  crown 
fliall  affume  the  place  of  the  abfent  commiffioner,  and  have 
a vote ; but  when  there  is  a requilite  number,  then  the 
notaries  fliall  only  have  a deliberative  voice. 

2.  This  committee  of  war  fliall  keep  in  order,  and  have 
the  dire6lion  of,  the  military  archives. 

3.  Twice  a year  it  fliall  receive  the  reports  of  the  troops 
relative  to  the  difcharge  of  their  pay,  and  fliall  fend  them  to 
the  permanent  council. 

. 4.  Since  the  troops  cannot  fubflft  without  pay,  nor  fufFer 
the  leaft  delay  in  that  article,  it  is  enadled,  once  for  all,  that 
the  committee  of  the  treafury  fliall  be  obliged  to  employ,  for 
the  payment  of  the  faid  troops,  the  firfl:  money  which  it  re- 
ceives, and  which  fliall  be  regularly  delivered  to  the  troops 
every  year  on  the  ifl;  of  April  and  the  ift  of  0(Stobet.  If  it 
happens,  that  this  payment  fliall  not  be  made  at  thefe  ftipu- 
lated  times,  the  great  general  and  the  council  of  war  fliall  be 
bound  to  acquaint  the  permanent  council  with  this  delay ; 
and  the  permanent  council  fliall  immediately  authorize  the 
great  general  and  the  council  of  war  to  procure  the  funis 
deftined  for  the  pay  of  the  troops. 

5.  The  committee  of  war  fliall  have  the  care  of  the  mi- 
litary cheft,  and  fliall  pay  all  tlie  troops  according  to  the 
eftabliflied  calculation.  The  cheft  fliall  be  provided  with 
three  keys  ; one  whereof  fliall  be  kept  by  the  great  general, 
or,  in  his  abfence,  by  the  preftdent  of  the  council  of  war ; 
the  fecond  by  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  war;  and  the 
third  by  the  cafliier. 
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6.  The  commiffioners  of  war  Ihall  judge,  as  well  all  caufes  chap. 

■between  foldiers  according  to  the  military  articles,  as  all  pro- ' 

cefles  brought  by  the  citizens  againft  a foldier  in  his  military 
capacity : but  in  cafe  a foldier  in  his  military  capacity  fhould 
aggrieve  a citizen,  then  the  plaintiff  fliall  aj^ply  to  the  com- 
mander for  redrefs ; and  if  he  obtains  none,  he  may  cite 
him  before  the  court  of  juftice  of  the  place  where  the  affault 

was  committed,  referving  the  appeal  to  the  committee  of 
war. 

7.  No  member  of  the  faid  committee  can  be  capable  of 
being  eledled  nuntio  at  the  next  diet ; but  the  commillioners 
may  be  taken  from  the  nuntios  of  the  diet,  or  from  other 
nobles,,  promifcuoufly. 

A third  part  of  the  commiffioners  may  be  continued  for 
the  next  two  years,  if  they  have  the  plurality  of  ballots  in 
their  favour.  The  fame  holds  good  in  refpeft  to  the  fena- 
tors : and  tho-fe,  who  are  thus  confirmed  in  their  feats  for 
two  more  years,  cannot  be  elected  the  third  time  for  the  two 
next  years. 

8.  In  other  points,  not  contradiflory  to  thefe  articles,  the 
committee  of  war  of  both  nations  are  maintained  in  their 
antient  rights. 

Eftabliffiment  of  the  Military  Department  in  the  Perma- 
nent Council. 

1.  The  military  department  in  the  permanent  council 
ffiall  receive,  twice  a year,  from  the  great  general,  the  liil: 
of  the  army,  to  be  examined  and  inferted  in  the  adls. 

2.  The  great  general,  having  a feat  in  the  council,  ffiall 
prefide  in  the  military  department,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the 
fenior  of  the  faid  department, 
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i-ooK.  3.  If  any  complaints  fliall  be  urged  againft  the  great  or 
little  generals  for  not  fulfilling  the  articles  prefcribed  under 
the  title  of  The  great  generals  of  both  nations,”  the  ac- 
cufed,  if  members  of  the  permanent  council,  Ihall  not  be 
prefent  at  the  difcuflion  of  the  faid  complaints. 

Department  IV. 

The  Great  Chancellors  of  both  Nations. 

1.  Each  great  chancellor,  or  his  colleague  the  vice-chan- 
cellor occupying  his  place,  fliall  have  a committee  compofed 
of  two  fenators,  and  four  perfons  of  the  equeftrian  order,  to 
be  chofen  during  the  fitting  of  the  diet  by  ballot,  according 
to  the  form  prefcribed  in  the  permanent  council,  &c. 

2.  Each  of  thofe  miniflers  fliall  be  bound  to  at  leaft  fix 
months  refidence  at  Warfaw,  upon  the  afiignment  of  falaries, 
and  each  commiffioner  or  afTefTor  to  at  leaft  four  months ; 
that  the  requifite  number  of  three  perfons,  including  the 
great  chancellor,  or  vice-chancellor,  may  be  prefent  at  each 
meeting. 

Thefe  afTeftbrs  fliall  receive  each  6000  florins annum^ 
rr  /*  1 66.  1 3^.  and  thefe  falaries  fliall  be  divided  between 
the  afleffors  who  attend. 

3.  No  member  of  the  equeftrian  order  in  this  committee 
can  be  elecfted  nuntio  of  the  next  diet,  &c. 

4.  Every  month  the  chancellors  fliall  fend  to  the  perma- 
nent council  a lift  of  all  the  privileges  which  have  paffed  the 
feal. 

5.  The  feals  fliall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  great  and 
vice-chancellors.  The  chancellor  and  vice-chancellor  of 
the  crown  fliall  feal,  as  before,  the  privileges  referved  to  the 
king,  and  thofe  of  Lithuania  fliall,  in  the  fame  manner,  feal 
the  privileges  of  that  duchy,  Sec. 
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6.  The  great  chancellors  and  vice-chancellors,  in  cafe  of  chap. 
non-compliance  with  any  of  thefe  articles,  fliall  be  liable  to 

be  cited  by  the  permanent  council  before  the  diet. 

7.  In  all  other  points  the  chancellors  are  maintained  in 
their  antient  privileges,  not  contradicStory  to  thefe  articles 
juft  enumerated. 

Department  V. 

Great  Treafurers  of  both  Nations. 

r.  The  department  of  the  treafury,  compofed  of  mem- 
bers of  the  permanent  council,  fliall  receive  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  treafury  of  the  crown  the  lifts  of  the  ordinary 
expences,  Sec.  and  fliall  take  care  that  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures are  authorized  by  the  laws. 

2.  Every  month  the  great  treafurer  of  the  crown,  and  the 
great  treafurer  of  Lithuania,  fhall  fend  a report  of  all  the 
tranfadfions  of  this  department  to  the  permanent  council,  8cc. 

3.  Whenever  one  or  both  the  great  treafurers  are  eledled 
members  of  the  permanent  council,  the  firft  in  rank  ftiall 
preftde  in  this  department,  compofed  of  the  members  of  the 
permanent  council, 

4.  The  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  fliall  receive,  and, 
upon  proper  deliberation,  admit  or  rejedl  ail  memorials  and 
plans  relative  to  commerce,  the  augmentation  of  the  reve- 
nues, the  eftablifhment  of  manufadlures,  cleanfing  rivers, 
cutting  canals,  forming  harbours,  making  bridges  and  high 
roads,  eredling  buildings,  and  all  other  public  works.  See. ' 
always  under  the  controul  of  the  permanent  council. 

5.  The  commiffioners  of  the  two  nations  fliall  pay  from 
the  public  funds,  deftined  for  that  purpofe,  the  extraordinary 
expences  and  gratifications,  in  compliance  with  the  refolu- 
tions  .of  the  permanent  council  m pleno^  Sec. 

Vgl.  Io  ' N 
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BOOK  5,  The  clerks  in  the  committees  of  the  treafury  of  both 
. ^ nations  fliall  provide  for  themfelves  proper  fecurities.  The 

appointment  of  thefe  clerks  lhall  belong  to  the  great  trea- 
furer ; but  the  examination  of  their  qualifications,  the  ap- 
probation or  rejedtion  of  their  fecurities,  fhall  wholly  reft 
with  the  committee.  The  qualifications  are, 

1.  That  they  are  gentlemen. 

2.  That  they  find  proper  fecurities. 

3.  That  their  characters  are  not  infamous. 

4.  That  they  are  able  to  write. 

5.  That  they  are  able  to  call  accounts. 

In  cafe  thefe  clerks  fiiould  difcover  any  notorious  in- 
capacity, the  committee  fliall  have  it  in  their  power  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  charges. 

7.  All  the  writings,  decrees,  and  circular  letters,  iffued  by 
the  committee,  fiiall  be  figned  by  the  treafurers  alone  ; or, 
in  their  abfence,  by  the  firfi;  in  rank.  In  cafe  the  treafurers 
refufe  to  put  the  feal  to  any  refolutions  pafied  by  the  com- 
mittees, it  fliall  be  efteemed  valid,  if  figned  by  the  firfl;  in 
rank  next  to  the  treafurer,  even  in  the  prefence  of  the  latter; 
and  complaints  may  be  urged  againft  the  treafurer,  for  re- 
fufing  to  fign  fuch  refolutions. 

8.  If  the  great  treafurers  remove  from  the  place  where 
the  committees  aflemble,  they  fliall  be  accompanied  in  their 
route  by  fifteen  of  the  treafury  troops,  provided  that  no  ex- 
traordinary expence  on  that  account  be  incurred  by  the  trea- 
fury, and  that  no  damage  be  fuffered  by  the  inhabitants. 

9.  The  troops  of  the  committee  of  the  treafury  fliall  con- 
tinue in  the  fame  obedience  to  the  great  treafurer,  and 
the  committee,  as  enjoined  by  the  diet  of  1768;  and 
if  any  of  the  officers,  appointed  by  the  king’s  patent, 

fliall 
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fliall  deferve  punifhment,  he  lhall  be  judged  by  a court 
martial,  compofed  of  the  officers  of  the  fame  corps,  according « — . — ^ 
to  the  military  articles,  and  the  fentence  ffiall  be  fent  to  the 
committee  of  war.  The  number  of  this  corps  ffiall  not  ex- 
ceed 500  men,  and  the  fum  appropriated  for  their  fupport 
ffiall  not  furpafs  that  which  is  fettled  by  the  conffitution  of 
1768. 

10.  If  the  treafurers  difobey  any  of  thefe  articles,  the 
permanent  council  is  bound  to  remonftrate,  and,  in  cafe  of 
ffill  further  difobedience,  to  cite  them  before  the  diet  as 

. guilty  of  high  treafon. 

1 1 . In  other  points,  the  great  treafurers  are  maintained  in 
their  antient  privileges. 

Changes  and  Explanation  of  the  Gonftitution  of  1768, 
relative  to  the  eftabliffiment  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Treafury  of  both  Nations. 

1.  The  conamiffioners  of  the  treafury  of  the  crown  ffiall 
be  compofed  of  the  great  treafurer  of  the  crown,  and  of  nine 
commiffioners,  three  fenators,  and  fix  from  the  equeftrian 
order,  8cc. 

2.  The  great  treafurers  ffiall  be  bound  to  at  leafi:  four 
months  refidence,  under  pain  of  lofing  their  falaries  propor- 
tionable to  the  time  of  their  abfence,  and  thefe  dedu6tions 
ffiall  not  be  divided  among  the  commiffioners  who  are  pre- 
fent,  but  fliall  be  left  in  the  cheft.  The  commiffioners  are 
equally  bound  to  four  months  refidence,  in  order  that  there 
may  be  always  prefent  five  commiffioners  (including  one  or 
both  treafurers),  the  requifite  number  for  holding  a board. 

The  dedudfions  of  the  falaries  for  the  abfent  commiffioners 
fliall  be  divided  amongft  thofe  who  are  prefent. 
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3.  None  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  equeftrian  order  can 
^ be  elected  a nuntio  for  the  next  diet,  See. 

4.  From  this  time  there  fhall  be  a regifter  apart  for  thofe 
decrees  of  the  committee,  which  relate  to  foreign  affairs, 
commerce,  and  notes  of  exchange. 

What  canfes  fliall  be  brought  before  the  Committees  of  the 
Treafury. 

1.  Thofe  relative  to  the  unpacking  of  merchandize  which 
occafion  any  delays  of  tranfport. 

2.  Impofts  of  all  forts  payable  by  the  nobility,  clergy, 
and  towns. 

3.  Of  contracts  of  merchants. 

4.  Of  letters  of  exchange,  which  fliall  be  further  ex- 
plained in  a law  apart. 

5.  Of  debts  of  merchants  and  workmen^ 

6.  Of  weights  and  meafures. 

7.  Of  damages  caufed  to  the  treafury,  or  of  thefts  and' 
negligences  of  the  fubalterns,  Sec. 

In  all  other  points,  the  committees  of  both  nations  fliall 
be  maintained  in  all  their  antient  privileges,  not  contradictory' 
to  thefe  articles  above-mentionede 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Supreme  authority  refides  in  the  diet. — Origin  of  the  Diet, 
— Place  and'  time  of  affemhling. — Ordinary  and  extraordi^^ 
nary. — Convoked  by  the  king. — Conjiituent  parts. — King^ 
fenate,  and  nuntios. — Proceedings. — Liberum  Veto. — Rif-- 
tory  and  caufes  of  its  introdudion. — Its  dreadful  effeSis. — 
How  remedied. — Diet  of  confederacy. — 'Pbe  plain  of  Vola 
where  the  kings  are  eleded. — Account  of  the  diets  of  convoy- 
cation  and  eledion. 


peace,  levies  foldiers,  enters  into  alliances,  impofes  taxes, 
enadts  laws,  in  a word,  it  exercifes  all  the  rights  of  abfolute 
fovereignty.. 


Some  hiftorians  place  the  earlieft  diet  in  the  reign  of  Ca- 
iimir  the  Great ; but  it  is  very  uncertain  whether  it  was  firil: 
convened  in  his  time  ; and  ftill  more  doubtful,  of  what 
members  it  confifted.  Thus  much  is  unquellionable,  that 
it  was  not  until  the  reigp  of  Cafimir  III.  that  this  national 
aliembly  was  modelled  into  its  prefent  form 

The  place,  of  holding  the  diets  depended  formerly  upon, 
the  will  of  the  kings  ; and  Louis  even  fummoned  two  in 
Hungary.  In  thofe  early  times  Petricau  was  the  town  in 
which  they  were  moil  frequently  alfembled  ; but  in  1569, 
at  the  union  of  Poland  and  Lithuania,  Warfaw  was  appointed 

* See  p.  8, 
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BOOK  place  of  meeting;  and  in  1673,  it  was  enaded,  that  of 
' — — • three  fucceffive  diets,  two  fhould  be  held  in  this  capital,  and 
one  at  Grodno  in  Lithuania.  This  regulation  has  been 
generally  followed,  until  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty, 
when  the  affemblies  have  been  uniformly  fummoned  to 
Warfaw  t. 

Diets  are  ordinary  and  extraordinary;  the  former  are 
convened  every  two  years,  the  latter  as  occalion  requires. 
In  1717  the  ufual  feafon  for  the  meeting  of  the  ordinary 
diets  was  fixed  for  Michaelmas  ; but  during  the  prefent 
reign  it  has  been  occafionally  changed  to  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober or  November, 

The  king,  with  the  advice  of  the  permanent  council,  con- 
vokes the  diet,  by  means  of  circular  letters  iflTued  to  all  the 
Palatines  in  their  refpeilive  provinces,  at  lead:  fix  weeks  be- 
fore the  time  appointed  for  its  meeting  : thefe  letters  are  ac- 
companied with  a Ihort  Iketch  of  the  bufinefs  to  be  agitated 
in  the  diet. 

The  conflituent  parts  of  the  diet  are  the  three  efiates  of 
the  realm,  namely,  the  king,  the  fenate,  and  the  nobles  or 
gentry,  by  their  nuntios  or  reprefentatives. 

I.  The  king,  confidered  in  his  capacity  of  prefident,  is 
only,  as  it  w^ere,  the  chief  of  the  diet : he  fubferibes  all  ads; 
figns  all  decrees  agreed  to  by  the  aflTembly  ; iffiies  out  all  or- 
dinances in  his  own  name,  and  that  of  the  republic,  without 
enjoying  the  right  of  a negative  in  any  of  thefe  particulars. 

In  all  queftions  he  has  no  vote,  excepting  upon  an  equa- 
lity of  fuffrages ; but  is  at  liberty  to  deliver  his  fentiments 
upon  any  queftion.  His  prefent  majefty  is  efteemed  one  of 
the  moft  eloquent  among  the  Polifh  orators  : he  has  an 

* See  Book  II.  Chap.  VI.  Art.  Grodno. 
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agreeable  tone  of  voice,  and  much  fkill  in  fuiting  and  vary- 
ing  his  cadence  to  the  fubjeds  of  his  difcourfe  ; he  harangues  v— 
with  great  energy  of  ftyle  and  dignity  of  manner ; and  his 
fpeeches  always  make  a confiderable  impreflion  upon  the 
members  of  the  diet. 

When  he  is  difpofed  to  fpeak,  he  rifes  from  his  feat,  ad- 
vances a few  fteps,  and  cries  out,  ‘‘  I fummon  the  miniftcrs 
“ of  ftate  to  the  throne.”  Then  the  great  officers  of  the 
crown,  who  are  fftting  at  the  lower  end  of  the  fenate-houfe, 
come  forward  and  ffand  near  the  king.  The  four  great 
marfhais  ftrike  the  ground  at  the  fame  time  with  their  ffaffs 
of  office  ; and  the  firft  in  rank  fays,  “ The  king  is  going  to 
“ fpeak;”  alter  which  his- majefty  begins. 

2.  The  fecond  effate,  or  the  fenate,.is  compofed  of  fpiri- 
tual  and  temporal  fenators. 

1.  The  bifhops  or  fenators  fpiritual  have  the  precedence 
over  the  temporal  fenators.  The  archbilhop  of  Gnefna  is 
primate  and  chief  of  the  fenate,  and  is  viceroy  in  cafe  of  an 
interregnum. 

2.  The  temporal  are  Palatines,  Caftelians,  and  the  great 
ofScers  of  ff  ate. 

The  palatines  are  the  governors  of  the  provinces,,  who 
hold  their  ofSces  for  life.  In  time  of  war,  when  the  army 
of  the  republic  is  fummoned,  the  palatines  levy  and  lead  the 
force  of  their  palatinates  into  the  field,  according  to  the 
tenure  of  feudal  fervices ; in  time  of  peace  they  convoke 
the  affemblies  of  the  palatinates,  prefide  in  the  county  courts- 
of  juftice,  and  judge  the  Jews  within  their  refpeclive  jnrif- 
diclions,  &c. 

The  Caftelians  are  divided  into  Grand  and  Petty  Caftelians : 
their  office,  indime  of  peace,  is  merely  nominal ; but  when. 

the 
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BOOK  ^Yie  military  or  feudal  fervices  are  required,  they  are  the 
V lieutenants  of  the  palatines,  under  whom  they  command  the 
troops  of  the  fever al  diftridts  in  the  palatinates. 

The  great  officers  of  the  republic,  who  fit  in  the  fenate, 
are  ten  in  number,  namely,  the  two  gr^at  marffials  of  Po- 
land and  Lithuania,  the  two  great  chancellors,  the  two  vice* 
chancellors,  the  two  great  treafurers,  and  the  two  fub-mar- 
ffials. 

All  the  fenators  were  formerly  appointed  by  the  king  ; 
but  by  the  late  change  of  government,  his  majefty’s  choice  is 
reftricled  to  one  of  three  candidates  prefented  by  the  per- 
manent council  The  fenators,  once  nominated,  cannot  be 
deprived  of  their  charges,  excepting  by  the  diet. 

3.  The  third  eftate  is  formed  by  the  nuntios  or  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  equeftrian  order.  Thefe  reprefentatives  are 
chofen  in  the  dietines  or  affiembles  of  each  palatinate,  in 
which  every  noble  or  gentleman,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
has  a vote,  or  is  capable  of  being  eledted.  There  is  no  qua- 
lification in  point  of  property  required,  either  for  the  eledlors, 
or  elected  ; it  is  only  neceffiiry  that  the  nuntio  ffiould  be  a 
noble,  that  is,  a perfon  not  engaged  in  trade  or  commerce, 
poffieffing  land  himfelf,  or  the  fon  of  a perfon  poffeffing  land, 
or  of  an  antient  family  which  formerly  poffieffed  land  t. 
Each  nuntio  muff  be  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

The  general  proceedings  of  the  diet  are  as  follow  : The 
king,  fenate,  and  nuntios  firft  meet  altogether  in  the  cathe- 
dral of  Warfaw,  and  hear  mafs  and  a fermon.  After  fervice, 
the  members  of  the  fenate,  or  upper-houfe,  repair  to  the 

♦ See  p.  64.  freres,  et  autres  qui  font  rcconnus  pour 

■f  Lft  autem  nobilis  qui  patre  nobili  natus  avoir  leurs  poffeflions  et  etre  tie  race  anci- 
in  fuis  polTeflionibus  vivens  jui  ibus  nol  i'ium  enne  et  noble  Loix  et  Cons,  de  la  Diete 
uutur.  Ceng.  J.  1\  11.  p.  8.  I.es  nol>lcs  dc  1768.  p.  6a. 

out  dc:  tines,  leurs  tnfans  males,  Icus 
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fen ate-ho life ; and  the  nuntios,  or  lower-houfe,  to  their 
chamber,  when  the  latter  choofe,  by  a majority  of  voices,  a> — ^ 
marfhal,  or  fpeaker,  of  the  equellrian  order  : in  order  to 
preclude  unneceffary  delays,  the  ele£lion  is  required  to  take 
place  within  three  days  after  their  meeting Two  days 
after  the  choice  of  their  fpeaker,  the  king,  fenate,  and  nun- 
tios,a{remble  in  the  fenate-houfe,  which  is  called  the  jundtioii 
of  the  two  houfes.  The  nuntios  then  kifs  the  king’s  hand, 
and  the  members  of  the  diet  take  their  places  in  the  follow- 
ing order. 

The  king  is  feated,  in  regal  ffate,  upon  a raifed  throne, 
under  a canopy  at  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment.  At  the 
lower  end,  oppofite  the  throne,  lit  in  armed  chairs  the  ten 
officers  of  ftate.  The  biffiops  t,  palatines,  and  Caftellans, 
are  ranged  in  three  rows  of  armed  chairs,  extending  from 
the  throne  oia  each  hde ; and  behind  thefe  are  placed  the 
nuntios  upon  benches  covered  with  red  cloth.  The  fenators 
have  the  privilege  of  wearing  their  caps,  but  the  nuntios 
remain  uncovered. 

All  the  members  being  feated,  the  PaBa  Cojwentn  are 
read,  when  the  fpeaker  of  the  equeftrian  order,  as  well  as 


Fonnerly,  it  being  ftiputated  that  the 
eledion  ef  the  marthal  fiioiikl  take  place 
as  foon  as  pditible,  in  moft  diets  rn\)ch 
lime  chipfed  before  a maritial  was  chofen; 
■and  as  the  fitting  of  the  national  aflenibly 
■is  confined  to  fix  weeks,  it  fumetimes  hap- 
pened, that  the  nuntios  could  never  agree 
in  the  choice  ; and  feveral  diets  broke  up 
without  tranfafting  any  bufinefs.  Connor, 
■who  vifited  Poland  in  John  Sobielkl’s  reign, 
fays  upon  this  head,  “ He  that  defigns-to 
“ be  eleiked  marflial,  mull  treat  the  gentry 
“ all  the  while,  otherwife  he  would  have  no 
“ vote  for  him  ; and  commonly  they  pro- 
“ long  the  eleclion,  that  they  may  live  the 
“ longer  at  the  candidates  charges.”  v.  IT, 
p.  92. 

VOL.  I. 


In  order  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  it 
was  enafted  in  1690,  that  the  marHial  mull 
be  chofen  on  the  firil  d.iy  of  the  meeting  ; 
but  in  lybS,  the  time  allowed  for  the  elec- 
tion was  extended  to  three  d.iys.  SeeLeng. 
J.  P.  II.  p.  3i22.  and  Loix  etConll.  de  1768, 
p.  52. 

t Including  the  archhifliops  of  Gnefna 
and  Vilna,  each  at  the  head  of  bis  refpec- 
tive  fuffragaiis. 

The  reader  will  'find  a print  which  gives 
a faithful  reprefcntation  of  the  diet  in  Con- 
nor’s Hift.  of  Poland,  v.  IL  p.  82.  One 
trifling  error  mull  be  correUed  ; the  feats 
marked  1 1 1 1 are  for  the  minillers  of  llate, 
when  not  ilanding  near  the  throne. 
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BOOK  Q^Lch  nuntio,  is  empowered  to  interrupt  the  perufal  by  re- 
— . — ' monhrating  againft  the  infringement  of  any  particular  ar- 
ticle, and  demanding  at  the  fame  time  a redrefs  of  griev- 
ances. Then  the  great  chancellor  propofes,  in  the  king’s 
name,  the  queftions  to  be  taken  into  conlideration  ; after 
which,  his  majelfy  nominates  three  fenators,  and  the  fpeaker 
lix  nuntios,  to  prepare  the  bills.  The  diet,  by  majority  of 
voices,  chufes  a committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
treafury. 

The  members  of  the  permanent  council  are  ele6led  in 
the  manner  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter. 

Thefe  preliminary  tranfadions  muft  be  difpatched  in  the 
fpace  of  three  weeks ; at  which  period  the  two  houfes  fepa- 
rate  : the  nuntios  retire  into  their  own  chamber,  and  all  the 
bills  undergo  a feparate  difcuffion  in  both  houfes.  Thofe 
which  relate  to  the  treafury  are  approved  or  reje6ted  by  the 
fentiments  of  the  majority.  But  in  all  Ifate-matters  f of  the 
high  eft  importance  no  refolution  of  the  diet  is  valid,  unlefs 
ratified  by  the  unanimous  aflent  of  every  nuntio,  each  of 
whom  is  able  to  fufpend  all  proceedings  by  his  exertion  of 
the  Liberum  Veto. 

The  diet  muft  not  fit  longer  than  fix  weeks  : on  the  firft 
day,  therefore,  of  the  fixth  week  the  fenate  and  nuntios 


^ The  cqiieftrian  members  of  the  laft 
permanent  council  are  permitted  to  be  pre- 
frnt  in  this  alTembly,  without  liaving  any 
vote,  until  the  rdolutions  of  the  council  are 
approved  by  the  diet.  The  fenators,  who 
have  a feat  in  the  council,  are  prefent  of 
coiirfc. 

t Matters  of  flate  are  thus  defined  by  the 
ronfiitution  of  1768.  t.  incrcafc  or  alte- 
ration of  the  raxes.  2.  Augmentation  of 
tlic  at  my.  3,  Treaties  of  alliance  and  peace 
uith  the  neighhouiing  powers.  4.  Decla- 
i.tt.oii  of  war,  5.  Naturalii'.ation  and  cre- 


ation of  nobility.  6.  Reduiffion  of  the  coin. 
7,  Augmentation  or  dimituition  in  the 
charges  of  the  tribunals,  or  in  the  autho- 
rity of  the  minillers  of  peace  and  war.  8. 
Creation  of  places.  9.  Order  of  holding 
the  diets  or  dietines.  10.  Alterations  in  the 
tribunals.  1 1 . Augmentation  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  fcnatus-coirfulta.  12.  Per- 
miflion  to  the  king  to  purchafe  lands  for 
his  fucceflbrs.  13.  Arrier-ban,  or  funi- 
moning  the  nobles  to  arms. 

In  all  thefe  cafes  unanimity  is  requifite. 
SccLoix  ct  Conft.  de  la  dicte  de  i 708,  p.  46. 
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meet  again  in  the  fenate-houfe.  The  ftate-bills  (provided  chap. 
they  are  iinanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  nuntios,  an  event  — ^ 
which  feldom  happens  in  a free  diet)  are  paffed  into  laws ; 
but  if  that  unanimity  be  wanting  to  them,  they  hand  re- 
jected ; and  the  bufmefs  relating  to  the  treafury,  which  has 
been  carried  by  a majority,  is  read  and  regiftered. 

While  the  bills  are  debating  in  the  lower  houfe,  the  king, 
fenate,  and  eighteen  nuntios,  form  a fupreme  court  of  judi- 
cature, by  which  all  nobles  accufed  of  capital  crimes  are 
tried ; and  all  appeals  from  inferior  courts  determined  in 
the  laft  refort.  The  majority  decides,  and  the  king  gives 
fentence. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  fixth  week  the  laws,  which  have 
paffed,  are  ligned  by  the  fpeaker  and  nuntios,  and  the  diet 
is  of  courfe  diffolved. 

The  extraordinary  diets  are  fubjeCl  to  the  fame  regula- 
tions as  the  ordinary  diets,  with  this  difference,  that  they 
cannot,  by  the  conftitutions  of  1768,  continue  longer  than  a 
fortnight.  The  fame  day  in  which  the  two  houfes  alfemble 
in  the  fenate-houfe,  the  queftions  arc  to  be  laid  before  them  ; 
and  the  nuntios  return  immediately  to  their  own  chamber. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  from  their  firft  meeting,  the  two 
houfes  are  again  united  ; and  on  the  fifteenth  day,  after  the 
laws  have  been  read  and  figned,  the  diet  breaks  up  as  ulual. 

The  moft  extraordinary  charaCtcrilfic  in  the  conftitution 
of  Poland,  and  which  feems  peculiarly  to  dillingiiilh  this  go- 
vernment from  all  others,  both  in  ancient  and  modern  times, 
is  Liberum  FetOiOv  the  power  which  each  nuntio  enjoys 
in  a free  diet  not  only  like  the  tribunes  of  ancient  Rome, 
of  putting  a negative  upon  any  law,  but  even  of  diffolving 

* A free  diet,  in  which  unanimity  is  confederacy,  in  \y Inch  all  bufmefs  is  carried 
requifite,  is  diltinguiflied  from  a diet  of  by  the  majority. 
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BO^OK  airenibly.  That  every  member  of  a mimerous  fociety 

— , V fliould  be  iavehed  with  frieh  a dangerous  privilege,  in  the 

nnidft  of  the  n:K>ft  important  national  tranfadiions,  is  a dr- 
ciimllance  in  itfelf  fo  incredible,  as  to  deferve  a minute  en- 
(ptiiy  into  the  caufes  which  introduced  a cuftom  fo  preg- 
nant with  anarchy,,and  fo  detrimental  to  public  welfare. 

The  privilege  in  queliion  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  period 
of  the  Polifli  hifcory  antecedent  to  the  reign  of  John  Calimir. 
It  was  under  his  adminidration,  that  in  the  year  1652,  when 
the  diet  of  Warfaw  was  debating,  upon  tranfadlions  of 
the  utmoft  importance  which  required  a ipeedy  deter- 
mination, that  Sidnlki'''*b  nuntio  of  Upita  in  Lithuania, 
cried  out,  “ 1 Hop  the  proceedings^’  Having  uttered  thefe 
words,  he  quitted  the  alFembly,  and,,  repairing  imme- 
diately to  the  chancellor,  protelfed that  as  many  ads- had. 
been  propofed  and  carried  contrary  to  the  conditution  of  the 
repuldic,  if  the  diet  continued  to  lit,  he  diould  confider  it  as 
an  infringement  of  the  laws.  The  members  were  thun- 
derftru.ck  at  a prctell.  of  this  nature,  hitherto  unknown.. 
Warm  deliates  took  place  about  the  propriety  of  conti- 
nuing or  dilfolving  the  diet : at  length,  however,  the  venal 
and  difcontcnted  fadcion,  who  fupported  the  protelf,  ob- 
tained the  majority;,  and  the  aflerably  broke  up  in  great 
confufion. 

d'his  tranfiction  changed  entirely  the  conftitution  of  Po- 
land, and  gave  an  unlimited  Icope  to  mifrule  and  faction.. 
Tlic  caufes  wliidi  induced  the  Poles  to  acquicfce  in  ella- 
hlilhing  the  Liberum  Veto,  thus  cafually  introduced,  were 
jirohably  the  following. 

I It  was  the  intcrcll  of  the  great  olFicers  of  Hate,  particu- 
larly the  great  general,  the  great  trcafiircr,  and  great  mardial,, 

* I eng.  Jus  I’lib.  v..  II  ' p 215,, 
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in  whole  hands  were  veftcd  the  adminiftration  of  the  - 

army,  the  finances,  and  the  police,  to  abridge  the  fitting  of  v. 

the  diet.  Thefe  great  officers  of  Rate,  being  once  nomi- 
nated by  the  king,  enjoyed  their  appointments  for  life, 
totally  independent  of  his  authority,  and  liable  to  no  con- 
troul  during  the  intervals  of  the  diets,  to  which  alone  they 
were  refponlible.  This  powerful  body  accordingly  Rrongly 
efpoufed  xhe  Liberum  Feto,  confcious  they  could  eafily,  and 
at  all  times,  fecure  a nuntio  to  proteft  ; and  by  that  means 
elude  all  enquiry  into  their  adminiRration* 

2.  By  a funclamental  law  of  tlie  republic,  all' nobles  ac-- 
cufed  of  capital  crimes  can  only  be  brought  to  trial  before 
the  diet ; and  as,  at  the  period  juR  mentioned,  many  per- 
fons  Rood  under  that  defeription,  all  thefe  and  their  adhe- 
rents naturally  favoured  an  expedient  tending  to  diRblve  the 
only  tribunal,  by  which  they  could  be  convidted  and  punilhed. 

3.  The  exigences  of  the  Rate,  occafioned  by  the  continual 
wars  in  v/hich  Poland  had  been  engaged,  demanded,  at  this 
particular  cribs,  an  impofition  of  feveral  heavy  taxes  : as 
the  foie  power  of  levying  all  pecuniary  aids  refided  in  the 
diet;  all  the  nuntios,  therefore,  who  oppol'ed  tlie  raiRng  of 
additional  fubfidies,  feconded  the  jiropofal  for  ffiortenin'g  the 
duration  of  that  affembly,, 

4.  But  the  principal  reafon,  which  carried  through,  and 
afterw'ards  fupported  the  power  of  diffiolving  diets,  is  to  be 
derived  from  the  infiuenceof  fome  of  the  great  neighbouring 
powers,  intereRed  to  foment  anarchy  and  confulion  in  the 
Poli fn  counfels.  Before  this  period,  if  they  wiffied  to  form 
a cabal,  and  to  carry  any  point  in  the  national  alfembly,  they 
were  obliged  to  fecure  a majority  of  votes : under  tlie  new 
arrangementthey  were  able  to  attain  theirend  on  much  eaficr. 
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BOOK  terms,  and  to  put  an  end  to  any  diet  unfriendly  to  their 
— , — 'views,  by  the  corruption  of  a lingle  member. 

The  bad  effects  of  the  'Liberum  Veto  were  foon  felt  by  the 
nation  to  fuch  an  alarming  degree,  that  all  the  members  in 
the  diet  of  1670  bound  themfelves  by  an  oath  not  to  exert 
it,  and  even  palled  a refolution,  declaring  its  exertion  entirely 
void  of  effe(51;  in  thecourfe  of  that  meeting.  Notwithftanding, 
however,  thefe  falutary  precautions,  one  Zabokrzifki,  nuntio 
from  the  palatinate  of  Bratlau,  interpofing  his  negative, 
brought  this  very  diet  to  a premature  dilfolution  -b 

This  Liberujn  VetOy  indeed,  has  been  always  conlidered 
by  the  mod  intelligent  Poles  as  one  of  the  principal  caufes, 
which  has  contributed  to  the  decline  of  their  country.  From 
the  xra  of  its  eftablifliment  public  bulinefs  has  continu- 
ally fuffered  the  mod  fatal  interruption  ; it  abruptly  broke 
up  feven  diets  in  the  reign  of  John  Gafimir ; four  under 
Michael ; feven  under  John  Sobieflci ; and  thirty  during  the 
reigns  of  the  two  Augudi : fo  that,  within  the  fpace  of  1 1 2 
years,  48  diets  have  been  precipitately  didblved  by  its  ope- 
ration ; during  which  period  Poland  has  continued  almod 
without  laws,  without  judice,  and,  excepting  the  reign  of 
John  Sobielki,  with  few  fymptoms  of  military  vigour. 
Yet  lb  drongly  did  the  motives  above  difplayed  attach  the 
Poles  to  this  pernicious  privilege,  that  in  the  abt  of  'con- 
federacy. framed  in  1 696  after  the  deceafe  of  John  Sobielki, 
the  Liberum  Veto  is  called  the  beared  and  mod  invaluable 
palladium  of  Polidi  liberty  t. 

d'hc  Poles,  however,  having  fatally  experienced  the  dif- 
orders  arifing  from  the  Liberum  VetOy  would  certainly  have 


* Zawoc!(  hi  Arcana. 

4 


f Unicum  ct  fpccialifTimum  Jus  Cardinale. 
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aboliflied  it,  if  they  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  parti- 
tioning  powers : and  it  ftill  exifts  in  its  ftill  force ^ . — 

I ought  not  to  omit  obferving,  that  neither  the  king  or 
the  fenate,  but  only  the  nuntios,  enjoy  the  power  of  inter- 
pofing  this  negative  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  diet  t. 

It  will  naturally,  ftrike  the  reader,  that  if  every  reprefen- 
tative  polfelTes  the  JJberum  Veto^  how  can  any  tranfacliou 
be  carried  on?  or  how  is  it  poffible  that  any  one  bill 
fliould  pafs  into  a law  ? for  no  motion  can  be  conceived 
which  is  not  liable  to  be  oppofed  by  the  intrigues  of 
party,  or  the  jealoLify  of  the  neighbouring  powers.  In  or- 
der, therefore,  to  avoid  the  anarchy  attendant  upon  free 
diets  through  the  operation  of  the  Liberum  Feto,  the  Polas 
have  lately  had  recourfe  to  diets  by  confederacy  ; which, 
though  compofed  of  the  fame  members,  and  held  under  the 
fame  exterior  forms  as  free  diets,  differ  from  them  in  the 
elTential  circumftance  of  allowing  bufinefs  to  be  determined 


* It  would  appear,  at  firfl:  fight,  as  if, 
by  the  following  regulation,  eflabliflied  by 
the  diet  of  1768,  the  exertion  of  the  Libe- 
rum Feto  was  in  fome  inftances  refii'ained. 
“ The  abfence  of  a niintio,  who  has  inter- 
“ rupted  the  proceedings  of  tlie  diet,  fliall 
“ be  no  hindrance  to  the  tranfaUion  of 
“ treai'ury  matters.”  Loix  et  Confi.  de  la 
diete  de  Varfovie,  1768,  p.  56,  But  this  re- 
ftridion  of  the  L'lberutu  Veto,  in  effeU,  is 
of  no  validity. 

For  among  the  cardinal  laws  .efiabliflied 
by  the  fame  diet,  it  is  enafted,  “ that  mat- 
“ ters  of  flate  cannot  be  palfed  but  by  a 
“ free  diet  and  unanimous  confeut p,  18. 
And  again.  “ that  after  the  treafury  bufi- 
“ nefs,  matters  of  flate  fltall  be  brought 
“ forward,  when  the  oppofition  of  a fingle 
“ nuntio  fliall  flop  all  proceedings  t”  p.  56. 
And  in  another  place,  it  is  decreed,  “ that 
“ in  free  diets,  the  Liberum  Veto  fltall  hold 
•'  good  in  all  matters  of  flate;”  p.  44. 


When  we  recoilect  the  definition  of'  ih-.i;; 
matters  (p.  98,  n te  i ),  we  cannot  but  per- 
ceive, that  the  po.ver  of  interjiofing  a nc- 
gative  flill  efleCinally  exills.  To  abate  its 
exertion  in  final!  points,  and  to  eflahliih  it 
in  the  moll  important  ailair.',  is  no  real 
prevention  of  the  c\  il. 

In  fai't,  as  a proof  th  it  it  continues  in  it; 
full  force,  we  may  oblcine,  that  fmeo  th.e 
year  1768,  no  i'rce  diet  has  bee  1 co  iveiicd  ; 
I mean  before  T viiited  Poland.  An  account 
of  what  has  pafled.  tince  1 quitted  thecotm- 
try,does  not  fall  ntuL-rmy  plan.  I recollerb 
indeed  to  hive  Iccn,  in  lomc  forei  gn  Ca- 
zette,  that  a free  diet  had  been  lately  af- 
fcmblcd,  but  that  nothing  11  atciial  h.;d 
been  tjaufaflcd  in  it. 

t Lengnich  fiys,  that  the  fenators  liave 
the  power  of  breaking  up  the  iliet  ; but  he 
acids,  that  they  never  make  ufe  "f  this  pii- 
vilege  ; Jnf.  Pub.  II.  ji.aC.  which  aniontits 
to  the  fame  as  their  not  having  it. 
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BOOK  plurality  of  votes.  Tbefe  diets  have  long  been  known 

V — , — .to  the  conliitutioiiy  and  have  at  times  been  ufed  u[)on  extra- 
ordinary emergencies  ; but  within  thefe  ten  years  they  have 
been  regularly  held  at  the  ilated  time  for  iummoning  ordi- 
nary diets.  Indeed,  according  to  the  true  principles  of  the 
Poliih  government,  no  confederacy  ought  to  be  entered  into 
excepting  upon  the  following  occafions  : in  defence  of  the 
king's  perfon,  upon  any  foreign  invalion  or  domellic  conl'pi- 
racy  ; and  during  an  interregnum  at  the  diets  of  convoca- 
tion and  elcc1;ion-b  But  as  no  other  means  has  been  found 
to  })rcvent  perpetual  anarchy,  the  nation  is  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  an  iiifiingement  of  the  conliitution,  which  operates  for 
the  general  good  t. 

Diet  of  Election. 

During  my  continuance  at  Warfaw  1 vilitcd  the  fpot 
where  the  kings  of  Poland  are  chofen.  I was  fo  fortunate 
as  to  be  accompanied  by  a nobleman  of  the  fenate,  who 
obligingly  exj)lained  all  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  the 
eledfion,  and  anfwered  all  the  quetfions  which  my  curiolity 
fuggelfed  to  me  upon  the  occalion.  Immediately  upon  my 
return  to  Warfaw,  while  my  memory  was  yet  warm,  I noted 
do'  • n the  following  account  of  the  place  and  mode  of  elec- 
tion : I was  more  circumhantial  than  ufual,  as  well  becaufe 
the  .fnbjc6f  is  interehing,  as  becaufe  moh  of  the  defcriptions 
which  I have  read  of  this  ceremony  abound  with  errors. 

The  fpot,  which  is  fettled  by  the  conftitution  for  the  place 
of  cledlion,  is  the  plain  of  Vola,  about  three  miles  from  the 

Blit  ns  it  is  ciKini.-fl  by  tlie  diet  of  176S,  laws,  or  repealing  old  ftatntes. 
tint  ail  matters  of  frate  imift  be  carried  f It  is  decreed,  however,  by  the  code  of 
Tinnriiii.oiifly  in  free  diets,  I prefume  that  1768,  that  in  every  diet  of  convocation  all 
tl’.c  diets  by  confederacy  only  tranfaft  the  Rate  matters  mult  ,pafs  unanimouHy,  p,  58. 
coiuioon  btiiineli,  without  making  any  new 
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capital.  In  the  midft  of  this  plain  are  two  enclofures  of 
ground,  one  for  the  fenate,  and  the  other  for  the  nuntios. 

The  former  is  of  an  oblong  fliape,  furrounded  by  a kind  of 
rampart  or  ditch ; in  the  midft  of  which  is  eredted,  at  the 
time  of  election,  a temporary  building  of  wood,  called  fzopa^ 
covered  at  top  and  open  at  the  ftdes.  Near  it  is  the  other 
enclofure  for  the  nuntios,  of  a circular  fliape,  from  which 
it  derives  its  name  of  kola  or  circle,  within  which  there 
is  no  building  eredted,  the  nuntios  affembling  in  the  open 
air.  When  the  two  chambers  are  joined,  they  meet  within 
the  kola^  the  fenators  chairs  and  the  benches  for  the  nuntios 
being  ranged  in  the  fame  regular  order  as  in  the  fenate- 
houfe  at  Warfaw,  while  the  feat  of  the  primate  is  jdaced  in 
the  middle.  The  fzopa  is  always  pulled  down  at  the  con- 
cluflon  of  the  eledlion  ; fo  that  I could  only  trace  the  fite  of 
the  inclofures,  the  ramparts  of  earth  remaining  in  the 
fame  ftate.  I had  an  opportunity,  however,  of  feeing  a 
painting  reprefen  ting  the  fzopa  and  whole  fcene  of  election, 
which,  as  I waas  informed,  was  perfedtly  accurate. 

But  before  1 defcribe  the  eledlion,  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
give  a fliort  detail  of  the  principal  occurrences  which  precede 
that  ceremony. 

Upon  the  king’s  demife  the  interregnum  commences  : 
the  regal  authority  is  then  vefted  in  the  archbifliop  of 
Gnefna  primate  of  Poland,  as  interrex  or  regent.  He  an- 
nounces the  death  of  the  king  by  circular  letters,  convokes 
the  dietines  and  diets  of  convocation  ; and,  in  a word,  per- 
forms all  the  fundtions  of  royalty  during  the  vacancy  in  the 
throne. 

The  diet,  which  is  firft  convened  upon  the  fovereign’s 
dfCceafe,  is  called  the  diet  of  convocation,  and  is  always  held 
at  Warfaw,  previous  to  the  diet  gf  eledion,  which  alfenibles 
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BOOK  in  the  plain  of  Wola.  The  fovereign  authority  refides  in 
' this  aiTembly,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  thofe  which  are  fum- 
moned  while  the  throne  is  filled.  The  primate  prefides  like 
the  king,  with  this  difference,  that  he  does  not  place  him- 
felf  upon  the  throne,  but  fits  in  an  armed  chair  ffationed  in 
the  middle  of  the  fenate-houfe.  The  diet  iflues  out  a6ls  of 
ordinances,  arranges  or  changes  the  form  of  government, 
fettles  the  Pa&a  Conventa,  and  appoints  the  meeting  of  the 
diet  of  eledlion.  The  interval  between  the  death  of  the 
king  and  the  nomination  of  his  fucceffbr  is  uncertain  ; its 
longer  or  ffiorter  duration  depending  upon  the  intrigues  and 
cabals  of  the  candidates,  or  the  pleafure  of  thofe  foreign 
powers,  who  give  law  to  Poland.  It  is  always  a ftate  of 
turbulence  and  licentioufnefs ; the  kingdom  is  divided  into 
endlefs  parties  and  fadfions ; juffice  is  in  a manner  fuf- 
pended  ; and  the  nobles  commit  every  diforder  with  im- 
punity. 

Unanimity  being  requifite  in  all  matters  of  ffate,  it  is 
eafy  to  conceive  the  delays  and  cabals,  the  influence  and  cor- 
ruption, employed  to  gain  the  members  in  the  diet  of  con- 
vocation. As  foon  as  all  the  points  are  adjufted,  whether 
the  adls  have  paflTed  unanimoufly  or  otherwife,  the  members, 
previous  to  their  feparation,  enter  into  a general  confederacy 
to  fupport  and  maintain  the  refolutions  of  the  diet. 

At  the  appointed  day  the  diet  of  eledfion  is  aflembled, 
daring  which  Warfaw  and  its  environs  is  a fcene  of  confu- 
fion,  and  frequently  of  bloodfhed.  The  chief  nobility  have 
large  bodies  of  troops  in  their  fervice,  and  repair  to  the  diet 
attended  by  their  numerous  vaflals  and  a large  retinue  of 

* This  unanimity,  in  fa^t,  does  not  exift  ; cation  ftate  queftions  could  only  be  carried 
for  the  ftroiigcft  fide  forces  the  weaker  to  ac-  unanimoiilly.  Several  diets  of  convocation 
cede  or  to  retire.  Yet  in  the  diet  of  1768  have  been  frequently  aflembled  before  all 
it  was  eiiaftccl,  that  m the  diets  of  cotivo-  the  affairs  could  be  finally  arranged. 
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domeftics ; while  each  petty  baron,  who  can  afford  to  main- 
tain  them,  parades  about  with  his  retainers  and  Haves.  < — ^ 

On  the  day  in  which  the  diet  of  eledtion  is  opened,  the 
primate,  fenate,  and  nobility,  repair  to  the  cathedral  of  War- 
faw,  to  hear  mafs  and  a fermon  ; from  whence  they  proceed 
in  due  order  to  the  plain  of  Wola.  The  fenators  enter  the 
/zopa,  and  the  nuntios  take  their  places  within  the  kola ; 
while  the  other  nobles  are  ftationed  in  the  plain.  The  fenate 
and  the  nuntios,  after  having  paffed  their  refpedlive  refolu- 
tions,  as  in  the  ordinary  diets,  affemble  together  in  the  kolay 
when  the  primate,  feated  in  the  middle,  lays  before  them 
the  objedls  to  be  taken  into  confideration  ; the  Pa5ia  Con- 
ventUy  fettled  at  the  diet  of  convocation,  are  read  and  ap- 
proved, all  neceffary  arrangements  made,  and  the  day  of 
eledlion  appointed.  The  diet  then  gives  audience  to  the 
foreign  minifters,  who  are  permitted  by  recommendation  to 
interfere  in  the  choice  of  a king,  and  to  the  advocates  of  the 
feveral  candidates.  All  thefe  affairs  take  up  feveral  days  ; 
and  would  perhaps  never  be  terminated,  as  unanimity  is 
requifite,  if  the  affembly  was  not  overawed  by  the  foreign 
troops,  who  are  always  quartered  near  the  plain  of  election. 

Upon  the  day  appointed  for  the  eled;ion,  the  fenate  and 
nuntios  affemble,  as  before,  in  the  kola,  while  the  nobles  are 
ranged  in  the  open  field  in  feparate  bodies,  according  to  their 
feveral  palatinates,  with  ftandards  borne  before  them,  and 
the  principal  officers  of  each  diftri6t  on  horfeback. 

The  primate,  having  declared  the  names  of  the  candi- 
dates, kneels  down  and  chants  a hymn  ; after  which  the 
fenators  and  nuntios  join  the  gentry  of  their  refpecSlive  pa- 
latinates : then  the  primate,  on  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage, 
goes  round  the  plain  to  the  different  bodies  of  the  gentry 
as  they  are  ftationed  according  to  their  palatinates  ; and, 
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BOOK  ]^aving  collefled  the  votes,  proclaims  the  fuccefsful  candi- 
? — . — ' date.  Each  noble  does  not  give  his  vote  feparately,  for  that 

would  be  endlefs ; but  when  the  primate  goes  round,  the 
collected  body  of  each  palatinate  name  the  perfon  they 
efpoufe.  At  the  concluiion  of  this  ceremony  the  aflembly 
breaks  up. 

On  the  following  day  the  fenate  and  nuntios  return  to  the 
plain ; when  the  fuccefsful  candidate  is  again  proclaimed,  and 
a deputy  difpatched  to  acquaint  him  of  his  ele(SVion,  as  no 
candidate  is  allowed  to  be  prefent.  After  the  proclamation, 
the  gentry  retire;  and  the  diet,  having  appointed  the  diet  of 
coronation,  is  diffolved. 

All  eledlions  are  contefted  ; but  for  fome  time  they  have 
always  been  unanimous  upon  the  fpot,  from  the  terror  of  a 
neighbouring  army.  In  cafe  of  an  oppohtion,  the  party  who 
will  not  accede  retire  from  the  plain,  and  remonftrate 
againft  the  eledion  ; and,  if  they  are  fufficiently  ftrong,  a 
civil  war  enfues.  If  it  were  not  for  the  interference  of  fo- 
reign troops,  the  confuhon,  diforder,  and  bloodfhed  attend- 
ing fuch  a popular  election  (as  was  formerly  the  cafe),  would 
be  better  conceived  than  defcribed : and  thus  the  country, 
draws  fome  advantage  from  an  evil,  which  is  confidered  by 
the  Poles  as  the  difgrace  and  fcandal  of  every  cledion*. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

/.  Finances  and  taxes  of  Poland. — Revenue  of  the  hng. — 

II  Commerce, — General  exports  and  imports, — Caufes  of 
the  low  Jiate  of  trade. — Failure  of  the  plan  of  opening  the 
navigation  of  the  Dniejier. — Navigation  of  the  Notez. — 

III.  Military  ejlatilifhment . — Corps  of  XJlans,' — State  of  the 
army. — Confederacies. — RuIIian  troops^ 

I.  Finances  and  Taxes  of  Poland. 

The  following  extra6t  from  the  proceedings  of  the  diet  chap. 

of  1768  will  ferve  to  fhew  the  annual  receipts  and.  . 
difburfements  of  government  before  the  difmemberment ; 

“ The  annual  revenues  of  the  treafury  of  the  crown 
“ amount  to  10,748,245  florins  =^{"298,562.  7J'.  2|^/.  The 
expences  to  17,050,000  =;f473,6ii.  2J’.  2^^/.  It  would 
be  neceflary,  therefore,  to  increale  the  revenues,  fo  as  to 
‘‘  anfwer  the  excefs  of  the  expences  above  the  receipts, 

“ namely,  6,301,755  florins  = ,(’175,048.  15J.  but  as  a 
“ part  of  the  antient  revenues  mull  be  abolilhed,  the  new 
“ taxes  mull  yield  10,236,737  florins  =,(’284,353, 131-.  4^/. 

“ The  treafury  of  Lithuania  produces  the  annual  fum  of 
“ 3,646,628  = ,(’101,295.  4J-,  6d.  the  expences  amount  to 
6,478,142  = 1 79,948.  7J'.  6d.  The  revenues  ought 

“ therefore  tobe  augmented  2,83 1>,5 14  =^78,653.  3^.  ^d. 

“ But  as  fome  antient  impolls  mull  be  aboliflred,  the  new 
“ taxes  mull  yield  4,250,481  = 18,068,  iSs.  4<'/.  i” 

* Poland,  excl'ufive  of  Lithuania,.  f Loix  et  Corft:.  tic  la  Dicte  de  176S',  p.  70. 
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Poland,  by  the  late  difmemberment,  loft  nearly  half  of 
^ her  annual  income ; namely,  that  part  arifing  from  the  fta- 
rofties  now  occupied  by  the  partitioning  powers,  from  the 
duties  * upon  merchandize  fent  down  the  Viftula  to  Dantzic, 
and  particularly  from  the  profits  of  the  fait  mines  in  Auftrian 
Poland.  Thofe  of  Wielitlka-t  alone  amounted  to  3,500,000 
Polilh  florins,  01*^97,222  fterling,  which  was  nearly  equal 
to  a fourth  part  of  the  government  revenues  before  the  par- 
tition. 

In  order  to  fupply  this  deficiency,  it  became  neceflary  to 
new-model  and  increafe  the  taxes.  Accordingly,  in  the  diet 
of  177  5)  ^ f^^^  of  the  old  taxes  were  abolifiied,  fome  were 
augmented,  and  others  were  added,  fo  as  to  make  the  neat 
revenues  as  high  as  they  were  before  the  difmemberment. 

The  principal  taxes  are  as  follow  : 

Poll  tax  of  tlie  Jews.  Each  Jew,  both  male  and  female, 
infants  and  adults,  pays  three  Polifii  florins,  or  about  is.  8d, 
per  annum ; this  impofition,  which  is  of  very  old  ftanding, 
was  augmented  in  1775  a florin  per  head. 

A fourth  of  the  ftarofties.  Thefe  are  the  great  fiefs  of 
the  crown,  in  the  king’s  gift,  holden  by  the  poflTefibrs  during 
life.  The  ftaroft  enjoys,  befide  large  eftates  in  land,  terri- 
torial jurifdidtion ; the  fourth  of  his  revenues  arifing  from 
the  land  is  paid  into  the  treafury  of  the  republic.  By  the 
late  change  of  government  thefe  ftarofties,  after  the  demife 
of  the  pcrfons  now  enjoying  them,  and  of  thofe  who  have 
the  reveiTion,  are  to  revert  to  the  public,  and  their  whole 
amount  to  be  appropriated  to  the  expences  of  government  J. 

Excife  of  beer,  mead,  and  fpirituous  liquors  diftilled  from 
corn.  This  article  muft  not  be  inconfiderable,  confidering 

* The  greatcil  part  of  thefe  duties  are  J See  the  account  of  the  Permanent 
niw  paid  to  the  king  of  PrulTia.  Council,  p.  65. 

t Sec  Book  11.  Chapter  11. 
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the  quantity  of  corn  grown  in  Poland,  which,  for  want  of 
external  commerce,  cannot  be  exported,  and  the  propenfity 
of  the  people  to  fpirituous  liquors. 

Monopoly  of  Tobacco.  Different  Duties  upon  Importa- 
tion and  Exportation.  Formerly  all  the  nobles  were  per- 
mitted to  import  and  export  foreign  goods  and  merchandize 
free  of  duty,  a privilege  which  effedtually  diminiflied,  and 
almoft  abforbed,  the  profits  of  the  tax  in  queftion.  In  1775 
this  right  was  abolifhed ; and  all  imported  and  exported 
commodities  now  pay  duty  without  any  diftindlion.  Con- 
fidering  the  great  quantity  of  foreign  manufaiStures  intro- 
duced into  Poland,  and  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of  the  nobility, 
this  alteration  rnufl  make  a confiderable  addition  to  the  re- 
venues of  government. 

Tax  upon  Chimnies.  Before  the  partition,  this  tax 
exifted  only  in  Lithuania ; in  1 7 7 5 it  was  rendered  ge- 
neral and  confiderably  augmented ; it  is  the  mofi:  pro- 
fitable of  all  the  taxes,  but  lies  very  heavy  upon  the 
common  people  and  peafants.  Each  chimney  is  afiefied 
in  the  following  proportion.  In  palaces,  or  houfes  of  the 
chief  nobility,  at  16  Polifli  florins  per  ann.  - about 
Ss.  i\d.\  houfes  of  the  principal  merchants  in  Warfaw 
at  15  = 7^.  7^/. ; other  brick  houfes  from  10  to  14  = 
from  5^.  to  yj-.  ^\d, ; wooden  houfes  from  6 to 
8 :=  from  3^.  4^/.  to  41.  (y\d,  ; belt  houfes  in  other  large 
towns  12  = 6s.  8d. ; in  the  fmall  towns  and  villages  from  6 
to  8 = 3J.  4d.  to  4J-.  6jd.  ; peafants  cottages  from  5 to  7 = 
2S.  g^d.  to  4J-.  The  peafants  pay  no  other  tax  to  govern- 
ment ; and  indeed,  confidering  their  poverty,  and  the  op- 
preflion  of  their  lords  and  great  nobility,,  tliis  addition  is 
more  than  they  can  well  fupport. 
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BOOK  All  thefe  feveral  iiiipoils  amount  to  11,628,461  Polifli 
^^..ywflorins,  01*^323,012  fterling. 

The  king  received  before  the  partition  a neat  revenue  of 
7,000,000  Polifli  florins,  01*^^194,500,  which  arofe  from 
the  royal  demefnes  and  the  profit  of  the  falt-works.  In  order 
to  indemnify  him  for  the  lofs  of  the  falt-works,  and  the 
royal  eilatcs  fituated  in  the  difmembered  provinces,  he  draws 
from  the  public  treafury  2,666,666  Polifli  florins,  or 
^^74,074  fleiiing  ; which,  in  addition  to  the  remaining  royal 
<lemefnes,  and  fome  ftaroflies  granted  for  his  ufe,  make  his 
prefent  income  the  iame  as  before  the  difmemberment. 
Out  of  this  income  he  only  pays  his  houfliold  expeiices  and 
menial  fervants  ; the  falary  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate, 
and  the  other  general  expeiices,  being  fupplied  from  the 
public  fund.  The  whole  revenue  of  government,  including 
the  royal  demefnes  and  ftaroflies  lately  granted  to  the  king, 
amount  to  15^961,795  Polifli  florins,  or  ^^443,938  ; and 
by  extracting  the  7,000,000  florins  appropriated  to  the 
king’s  privy  purfe,  there  remains  for  the  fupport  of  the 
army,  the  falaries  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  and  other 
general  charges,  only  8,96 1,795  flonns,  or;^248,938.  is. 
a fum  fo  fmall,  that  it  hardly  feems  in  any  wife  equal  to 
the  purpofes  for  which  it  is  defigned.  And  yet  it  is  nearly 
adc(juate  to  the  ordinary  current  expences  : for  the  regular 
army  is  fmall,  the  great  officers  of  ftate  receive  little  or  no- 
thing from  the  public  treafury,  being  amply  rewarded  with 
the  royal  flefs  which  are  fo  numerous  and  profitable ; each 
])alatinate  pays  its  own  officers  from  its  private  treafury  ; 
while  the  feveral  judges,  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  other  civil 
officers  who  enjoy  territorial  jurifdiCtion,  may  enrich  them- 
felves  fufficicntly  by  extortions  and  oppreffions  without  any 
falary. 
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II.,  Commerce  of  Poland. 

Poland  contains  feveral  navigable  rivers,  which  floW' 
through  its  dominions  in  all  dire6lions,  and  convey  its  ex- 
ports to  the  havens  of  the  Baltic.  By  means  of  the  Viftula 
and  the  rivers  falling  into  it,  the  produdlions  of  the  palati- 
nates of  Cracow,  Lublin,  and  Mafovia  are  fent  to  Thorn, 
and  from  thence  to  Dantzic  and  Konigiburg.  By  the  Niemen 
the  commodities  of  Lithuania  are  tranfported  to  Memmel ; 
and  by  the  Duna  thofe  of  Eaftern  Lithuania  and  White 
Ruffia  to  Riga.  The  chief  exports  of  Poland  are  all  fpecies 
of  grain,  hemp,  flax,  cattle,  mails,  planks,  timber  for  fliip- 
building,  pitch  and  tar,  honey,  wax,  tallow,  pot-afli,  and 
leather  : its  imports  are  foreign  wines,  cloths,  fluffs,  manu- 
factured filks  and  cotton,  fine  linen,  hardware,  tin,  copper, 
filver  and  gold,  glafs  ware,  furs,  &;c. 

From  the  various  productions  and  great  fertility  of  Po- 
land, its  trade  might  be  carried  to  a confiderable  height ; 
but  the  following  caufes  tend  to  fupprefs  the  fpirit  of  com- 
merce. 

1.  The  nobles  are  degraded  if  they  engage  in  any  kind 
of  traffic. 

2.  The  burghers  of  the  large  towns  are  not  rich  enough 
to  eflablifli  any  manufactures  ; and  either  through  want  of 
induflry,  or  through  dread  of  exceffive  extortions  from  the 
principal  nobility,  leave  almoft  all  the  retail-trade  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners  and  Jews.  The  inhabitants  of  the  fmall 
towns,  who  are  expofed  to  greater  oppreffions,  are  flill  moi  e 
difqualified  from  purfuing  any  branch  of  commerce. 

3.  The  peafants  being  Haves,  and  the  property  of  their 
mafler,  cannot  retire  from  the  place  of  their  nativity  without 
his  confent.  John  Albert,  obferving  that  commerce  could 
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BOOK  never  flourifh  while  this  reftricStion  fubfifted,  enadled,  that 
- ’ ^ one  peafant  in  a family  Ihould  be  permitted  to  quit  his  vil- 
lage, either  for  the  purpofe  of  trade  or  literature  ; but  the 
claufe,  which  ordered  them  to  requeft  and  obtain  the  confent 
of  the  lord,  fruftrated  the  purpofe  of  this  excellent  law,  and 
rendered  it  abfolutely  nugatory  '■•b 

As  the  Poles  are  obliged  to  draw  from  foreign  countries 
the  greateft  part  of  the  manufaftured  goods  neceflary  for 
their  interior  confumption,  the  fpecie  which  is  exported 
exceeds  the  imported  more  than  20,000,000  Polilh  florins, 
or^CSSSiSSS- 

Poland  has  been  called  the  granary  of  the  North,  an  ap- 
pellation which  it  feems  to  deferve  rather  from  its  former 
than  from  its  prefent  fertility.  For  its  lands  not  being  fuf- 
ficiently  cultivated,  aswell  on  account  of  the  flavery  of  the 
peafants,  as  the  unequal  diftribution  of  property,  the  expor- 
tation of  corn  is  hy  no  means  anfwerable  to  the  general 
nature  of  the  foil,  or  the  extent  of  its  provinces,  which,  if 
properly  improved,  wmuld  be  capable  of  fupplying  half  Eu- 
rope wdth  grain. 

Several  palatinates  in  Poland,  and  more  particularly  Po- 
dolia  and  Kiovia,  are  extremely  adapted  to  the  produdlion  of 
grain  : though  many  parts  of  thefe  provinces  remain  uncul- 
tivated, yet  the  portion  which  is  in  tillage  yields  a greater 
fupply,  than  is  neceflary  for  the  confumption. of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

The  only  method  of  employing  the  overplus  is  to  extra(rt' 
from  it  a fpirituous  liquor.  But  an  ingenious  Polifli  authort- 
has  fhown,  that  the  provinces  in  queftion  might  undoubt- 

• Staf.  Reg.  Pol.  p.  169.  of  this  work,  is  written,  in  the  Polifli  Ian-,, 

■f  Mr.  de  Wiebitfki,  a Polifli  gentleman  gunge,  and  called  Patriotic  Letters,  ad- 
of  great  learning  and  information.  'I'he  drt lied  to- the  Chancellor  iiamoilki. 
ireatife  aliudcd  to  in  this  and  other  places 

edly 
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edly  fend  their  grain  down  the  Dniefter  through  TurkiQi 
Moldavia ; and  open  an  intercourfe  with  the  ports  of  the  < — , — / 
Black  Sea.  This  projetl  was  formerly  in  agitation. 

During  the  reign  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  Cardinal  Gont- 
mandon,  in  travelling  through  Podolia,  being  much  ftruck 
with  the  fertility  of  that  province,  firft  fuggefted  the  mea- 
fure  ; and  Sigifmond,  having  obtained  the  concurrence  of 
the  grand  feignor,  adtually  difpatched  fome  Poles  down  the 
Dniefter,  to  explore  the  hate  of  the  river.  But  the  perfons 
employed  on  this  occafion,  happening  after  a few  days  voy- 
age to  meet  with  fome  impediments  from  rocks  and  fand 
banks,  declared,  without  any  further  examination,  that  the 
Dniefter  was  not  navigable  ; and  although  Commandon  re- 
prefented  to  the  king,  that  the  obllacles  pointed  out  might, 
without  any  great  difficulty,  be  furmounted  ; yet  the  projecft 
was  poftponed,  and  never  again  revived  *. 

The  judicious  author  above-mentioned  t,  in  touching  upon 
this  fubjed,  laments  the  ignorance  of  his  countrymen  ; and 
ridicules  the  precipitation  with  which  they  abandoned  a 
plan  fo  favourable  to  the  improvement  of  their  commerce. 

He  ffiows,  that  the  inattention  of  the  Poles  to  the  natural 
advantages  of  their  country  has  been  exemplified  in  an- 
other inftance  of  a limilar  kind.  By  means  of  the  Notez,  a 
river  of  Great  Poland,  which  falls  into  the  Oder,  the  Poles 
might  have  conveyed  grain  into  Silefia,  and  from  thence 
down  the  Oder  into  other  parts  of  Germany.  But  they 
never  attempted  the  navigation  of  the  Notez,  from  an  ill- 
founded  perfuafion  of  its  not  being  pradlicable.  No  fooner, 
however,  had  the  king  of  Pruffia  acquired  the  country 
through  which  that  river  takes  its  courfe,  than  it  was 

• Vie  tie  Commandon.  f Mr.  de  Wicbitlki, 

Q 2,  inllan- 
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Boo:c  inTtantaneoufly,  and  without  undergoing  the  leafl  alteration, 
' — . — ' covered  with  vefTels. 

III.  Military  Establishment. 

The  king  has  a corps  of  2000  troops  in  his  own  pay, 
and  entirely  dependent  upon  himfelf.  Thefe  troops  conlift 
chiefly  of  Ulans  or  light  horfe,  who  furnifh  alternately  the 
efcort  wdiich  accompanies  his  majefty.  We  faw  a fmall 
party,  about  thirty,  who  were  encamped  near  his  villa,  and 
had  afterwards  an  opportunity  of  examining  them  more 
minutely.  The  Ulans  are  chiefly  Tartars,  many  of  them 
Mahometans,  and  are  greatly  to  be  relied  on  for  their  fide- 
lity. The  corps  is  compofed  of  gentlemen  and  vaflTals  : 
they  all  form  in  fquadron  together,  but  are  differently  armed; 
they  both  indifcriminately  carry  fabres  and  piftols,  but  the 
gentlemen  only  bear  lances  of  about  ten  feet  long;  iaftead 
of  which,  the  others  are  armed  with  carabines.  Their  drefs 
is  a high  fur  cap,  a green  and  red  jacket,  pantaloons  of  the 
fame  colour,  which  cover  the  boots  as  low  as  the  ankle ; and  a 
petticoat  of  white  cloth  defcending  to  the  knee.  Their  heads 
are  all  fliaved  after  the  Polifli  manner  Their  lances,  at  the 
end  of  which  is  faflened  a long  fwal low-tailed  flag  of  black  and 
red  cloth,  are  fliorter  and  weaker  than  thofe  of  the  Auftrian 
Croats,  but  they  carry  and  ufe  it  much  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  with  no  lefs  dexterity.  The  men  were  of  different  fizes, 
and  feemed  fine  and  well-grown,  but  were  greatly  disfi- 
gured with  their  petticoats  and  pantaloons.  The  horfes  on 
which  they  were  mounted  were  about  fourteen  hands  high, 
of  remarkable  fpirit,  with  great  flrength  of  flioulder.  Poland 
is  much  cfleemed  for  its  breed  of  horfes;  and  the  king  of 
Pruflia  procures  his  light  cavalry  from  this  country.  The 

♦ See  Book  II,  Chapter  IL 
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breed,  however,  has  been  almoft  ruined  during  the  late  civil  chap. 
wars,  and  the  nobility  are  now  chiefly  fupplied  from  Tartary. , . 

The  armies  of  Poland  and  Lithuania  are  independent  of 
each  other,  being  feparately  commanded,  and  under  the  di- 
redtion  of  the  refpedtive  great  generals.  In  time  of  war 
the  king  in  perfon  may  lead  the  forces  of  the  republic. 
Formerly  the  power  of  thefe  great  generals  was  uncon- 
trouled,  excepting  by  the  diet,  to  which  they  were  only 
amenable  for  their  adminiftration.  Their  enormous  autho- 
rity, however,  underwent  fome  limitation  in  1768,  by  the 
appointment  of  a committee  of  war,  of  which  they  are  per- 
petual prelidents;  and  was  ftill  further  circumfcribed  by  the 
eflablilhment  of  the  military  department  in  the  permanent 
council,  whofe  office  has  been  already  defcribed 

In  1778  the  following  was  the  ftate  of  the  Polilh  army. 

Troops  of  Poland. 


Complement.  Effcaivc  men.  Wanting. 


Staff  officers 

27 

27 

Cavalry 

4997 

4708 

289 

Infantry,  including  artillery 

7286 

6703 

583 

Total  of  Poland 

I 2310 

11438 

872 

Army  of  Lithuania. 

Staff  officers 

25 

25 

Cavalry 

2670 

2497 

373 

Infantry,  including  artillery 

4770 

4465 

305 

Total  of  Lithuania 

7465 

6987 

478 

Total  of  the  Polifli  and  Lithuanian  troops, 

19775  18425  1350 


See  p.  84. 
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The  handing  army  of  Poland  being  fo  inconfiderable,  the 
> defence  of  the  country,  in  cafe  of  invaiion,  is  left  to  the 
gentry  at  large,  who  are  affembled  by  regular  fummons 
from  the  king  with  the  confent  of  the  diet.  Every  pala- 
tinate is  divided  into  diftridfs,  over  each  of  which  proper 
officers  are  appointed ; and  every  perfon  poffeffing  free 
and  noble  tenures  is  bound  to  military  fervice,  either  lingly 
or  at  the  head  of  a certain  number  of  his  retainers,  according 
to  the  extent  and  nature  of  his  poffeffions.  The  troops  thus 
affembled  are  obliged  only  to  ferve  for  a limited  time,  and 
are  not  under  the  neceffity^of  marching  beyond  the  limits 
of  their  country. 

The  mode  of  levying  and  maintaining  this  army  is  ex- 
adlly  fimilar  to  that  pradlifed  under  the  feudal  fyftem.  M. 
prefent,  though  it  is  almoft  totally  unfit  for  the  purpofes 
of  repelling  a foreign  enemy,  it  is  yet  a powerful  inftru- 
ment  in  the  hands  of  domeftic  fadtion.:  for  the  expedition 
with  which  it  is  raifed  under  the  feudal  regulations,  facili- 
tates the  formation  of  thefe  dangerous  confederacies,  which 
fuddenly  ftart  up  on  the  contefted  eledlion  of  a fovereign, 
or  whenever  the  nobles  are  at  variance  with  each  other. 

There  are  two  forts  of  confederacies. 

The  firft  are  thofe  formed  with  the  confent  of  the  king, 
fenate,  or  equeftrian  order,  affembled  in  the  diet;  by  which 
the  whole  nation  confederates  for  the  good  of  the  country. 

The  fecond  are  the  confederacies  of  the  feveral  palatinates, 
which  unite  for  the  purpofe  of  redrelfing  any  grievances, 
or  remonftrating  againft  encroachments  of  the  fovereign 
power.  Thefe  may  be  particular,  or  general,  and  are  ufually 
the  forerunners  of  a civil  war.  The  general  confederacy, 

which 
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which  is  always  in  oppofition  to  the  king,  is  called  Rokoz, 
and  is  formed  by  the  union  of  the  particular  confederacies.  ^ ^ 

As  every  Polifli  gentleman  has  a right  to  maintain  as 
many  troops  as  he  chufes,  it  may  eafily  be  conceived,  that 
each  palatinate  is  the  fcene  of  occafional  difputes  and  petty 
contentions  between  the  principal  nobles,  and  fometimes 
even  between  their  refpecftive  retainers.  In  fuch  a dreadful 
Rate  of  anarchy,  it  is  a wonder  that  the  whole  kingdom  is 
not  a perpetual  fcene  of  endlels  commotions,  and  that  the 
nation  is  comi^ofed  of  any  thing  elfe  but  lawlefs  banditti.  It 
redounds,  therefore,  greatly  to  the  honour  of  the  natural 
difpofition  of  the  Poles,  that  amid  all  thefe  incentives  to 
confufion,  a much  greater  degree  of  tranquillity,  than  could 
be  well  expedted,  is  maintained. 

As  I am  now  delineating  the  military  efiablifliment,  I 
muR  not  omit  the  Ruffian  troops,  which  have  been  fo  long 
quartered  in  this  country,  that  they  may  almoft  be  confidered 
as  fornciing  part  of  the  national  army.  The  whole  kingdom 
is  entirely  under  the  prote61:ion,  or,  in  other  words,  under  the 
power  of  Ruffia,  who  rules  over  it  with  the  fune  unbound- 
ed authority' as  over,  one  of  its  provinces.  The  king  is  in 
effe6t  little  more  than  a viceroy  ; while  the  Ruffian  embal- 
fador  has  the  real  fovereignty,  and  regulates  all  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom  according  to  the  diredion  of  his  court.  The 
emprefs  maintains  within  the  country  about  10,000  foldiers. 

Every  garrifon  is  compofed  of  Ruffian  and  native  troops a 
thoufand  of  the  former  are  ftationed  at  Warfaw ; and  each 
gate  of  the  town  is  guarded  by  a Ruffian  and  Folilh  ccntinel. 

In  a word,  the  Ruffian  troops  hold  the  nobles  in  fubjedion, 
and  for  tlie  prefent  keep  under  internal  feuds  and  commotions. 

But  when  Poland  (if  ever  that  event  ffioukl  happen)  is  again 
* left 
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BOOK  left  tQ  herfelf,  the  fame  fury  of  contending  parties,  now 
fmothered,  but  not  annihilated,  will  probably  break  out  with 
redoubled  fury;  and  again  generate  thofe  difturbances 
which  have  long  convulfed  this  unhappy  kingdom  : and  to 
what  a wretched  Rate  is  that  country  reduced,  which  owes 
its  tranquillity  to  the  interpofition  of  a foreign  army  ? 


CHAP. 


C ] 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Wretched  Jlate  of  Vol-an^.—Dhifton  of  the  inhabitants  into 
I.  Nobles  or  Gentry ; //.  Clergy ; III.  Burghers  ; W , Pea- 
fants. — State  of  vaiff'alage. — Us  fatal  effedis. — InJlajices  of 
a few  nobles  who  have  given  liberty  to  their  peafants. — 'Ad- 
vantages refulting  from  that  pra&ice.—  V.  Jews. — Popula- 
tion of  Poland. 

IConfider  Polifli  liberty  the  fource  of  Polilli  wrctchednefs ; chap. 

and  Poland  appears  to  me,  as  far  as  I can  judge  by  the . , 

fpecimens  which  fell  under  my  obfervation,  of  all  countries 
the  molt  diftreffed.  Nor  indeed  do  the  natives  themfelves 
attempt  to  palliate  or  deny  this  melancholy  fa6t.  Upon  ex- 
prefTing  my  furprize  at  one  inftance  of  the  abufe  of  liberty, 
to  which  I had  been  myfelf  a witnefs,  to  a perfon  well  verfed 
in  the  laws  of  the  country,  he  returned  for  anfwer,  ‘‘  If  you 
‘‘  knew  the  confulion  and  anarchy  of  our  conftitution,  you 
‘‘  would  be  furprifed  at  nothing  : many  grievances  necef- 
‘‘  farily  exift  even  in  the  bell  regulated  hates ; what  then 
muft  be  the  cafe  in  ours,  which  of  all  governments  is  the 
‘‘  molt  deteftable  ?”  Another  lamenting  the  dreadful  fitua- 
tion  of  his  country,  faid  to  me,  ‘‘  The  name  of  Poland  Hill 
‘‘  remains,  but  the  nation  no  longer  exihs : an  univerfal  cor- 
‘‘  ruption  and  venality  pervades  all  ranks  of  people.  Many 
of  the  firft  nobility  do  not  blufli  to  receive  penlions  from 
foreign  courts.  One  profeffes  himfelf  publicly  an  Auftrian, 
a fecond  a Pruffian,  a third  a Frenchman,  and  a fourth  a 
Ruffian.” 

yoL.  I.  R The 
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BOOK  prefent  fituation  of  the  Polifh  nation  imprefled  my 

— , — ' mind  with  the  molt  pathetic  ideas  of  fallen  greatnefs ; and  I 
could  not  conlider,  without  a mixture  of  regret  and  fympa- 
thy,  a people,  who  formerly  gave  law  to  the  North,  reduced 
to  fo  low  a Hate  of  inlignificance  and  domeftic  mifery. 

The  nation  has  few  manufactures,  fcarcely  any  com- 
merce ; a king  almoft  without  authority ; the  nobles  in  a 
hate  of  uncontrouled  anarchy  ; the  peafants  groaning  under 
a yoke  of  feudal  defpotifm  far  worfe  than  the  tyranny  of  an 
abfolute  monarch.  I never  before  obferved  fuch  an  ine- 
quality of  fortune,  fuch  hidden  tranfition  from  extreme 
riches  to  extreme  poverty ; wherever  I turned  my  eyes, 
luxury  and  wretchednefs  were  conftant  neighbours.  In  a 
word,  the  boafted  Polifh  liberty  is  not  enjoyed  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  by  the  bulk  of  the  people,  but  is  confined  among  the 
nobles  or  gentry.  The  truth  of  thefe  remarks  will  befl: 
appear  from  the  following  account  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  inhabitants  of  Poland  are  nobles,  clergy,  citizens, 
and  peafants. 

I.  The  Nobles  are  divided  into  two  claflTes  ; the  members 
of  the  fenate,  and  of  the  equeflrian  order.  Having,  upon  a 
former  occafion  % defcribed  the  powers  which  fenators  enjoy 
in  their  collective  capacity,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to  repeat 
them  in  this  place. 

We  fliould  be  greatly  deceived  if  we  were  to  underftand 
the  word  noble  in  our  fenfe  of  that  term.  In  the  laws  of 
Poland  a noble  is  a perfon  who  pofiefles  a freehold  t efiate, 

or 

• Sec  p.  9^.  free  and  noble,  and  are  always  diftinguilhed 

-f-  Some  citizens  have  the  right  of  pof-  from  the  freeholds  of  the  nobles  ; the  latter 
(effing  lands  within  a league  of  the  town  are  called  in  the  ftatute  law  terrigenoe,  or 
which  they  inhabit ; but  thefe  lands  arc  not  carthborn,  free  to  live  where  they  pie  ife,  to 
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or  who  can  prove  his  defcent  from  anceftors  formerly  pof- 
felling  a freehold,  following  no  trade  or  commerce,  and  at » — . — 
liberty  to  choofe  the  place  of  his  habitation.  This  defcription 
includes  all  perfons  above  burghers  and  peafants.  The 
members  of  this  body  below  the  rank  of  fenators  are  called, 
in  a colledive  ftate,  the  equeftrian  order ; and  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacities  nobles,  gentlemen,  freemen,  or  land- 
holders, which  appellations  are  fynonymous. 

All  the  nobles  or  gentry  are,  in  the  ftricSl  letter  of  the 
law,  equal  by  birth  ; fo  that  all  honours  and  titles  are  fup- 
pofed  to  add  nothing  to  their  real  dignity  t.  By  means  of 
their  reprefentatives  in  the  diet,  they  have  a fliare  in  the  le- 
giflative  authority,  and  in  fome  cafes,  as  in  the  ele6tion  of  a 
king,  they  alTemble  in  perfon,  when  each  noble  is  capable  of 
being  elected  a nuntio,  of  bearing  the  office  of  a fenator,  and 
of  prefenting  himfelf  as  a candidate  upon  a vacancy  in  the 
throne.  No  noble  can  be  arrefted  without  being  previoudy 
convi6ted,  except  in  cafes  of  high  treafon,  murder,  and  rob- 


diftingiiifh  them  from  perfons  iiecefTarily  in- 
habiting towns,  “ Quos  leges  nominant 
“ terrigenas,  non  alii  funt,  quam  nobiles ; 
“ exprimitque  prius  vocabulum,  polonicum 
“ Ziemimin^  quo  in  agris  fibi  et  fuo  jure 
“ vivens  intelligitur,  qute  nobiliiim  in  fo- 
Ionia  eft  conditio,  qui  non  civitatis  & op- 
“ pida,  fedfua  prtedia  habitantes,  vitam  fuo 
“ arbitrio  difponunt.”  Leng.  Jus  Pub.  I. 
297.  a true  feudal  diftindion.  They  are 
alfo  ftyled  indigena;  or  natives,  and  concives 
or  fellovz-citizens  of  the  republic. 

t It  is  particularly  ftipulated,  that  titles 
give  no  precedence  ; which  is  called  in  the 
PadaConventa  of  Auguftus  III,  “Jus  aequa- 
“ litatis  inter  cives  regni,”  Stc.  upon  which 
Lengnick  makes  the  following  remark,  “Om- 
“ nis  haec  nobilitas  natura  eft  a;qualis,  quod 
“ omnes  ex  ilia,  ad  eadem  jura,  in  eandem 
“ fpem  nafcuntur.  Tituli  Priiicipum,  Mar- 
“ chionum,  Comitum,  quibus  alii  prte  aliis 


“ infigniuntur,  vocabula  funt,  qua:  ftatum 
“ non  immutant,  & qui  illis  gaudent,  non 
“ alio,  quam  nobilium  jure,  fua  tenent. 
“ Ncque  Polonia  alias  Principum,  alias 
“ Marchionum,  alias  Comitum,  alias  Equi- 
“ turn  leges  novit ; fed  omnibus  una  nobi- 
“ lium  lex  fcripta  eft.  Inde  in  conclavi 
“ Nunciorum  Principum  & Comitum  no- 
“ minibus  fulgentes,  cteteris  permixtos  vi- 
“ demus.  Nullum  ibi  inter  modici  agelli 
“ & paucorum  jugerum,  ac  aliquot  oppi- 
“ dorum  multorumque  vicorum  dominum, 
“ obfervatur  difcrimen.  Praicedmu  alii, 
“ alii  fequuntur  non  ex  titulis  familiarum, 
“ fed  ad  palitinatuum  terrarumque,  ex  qui- 
“ bus  nuntii  miffi,  ordinem.  Eadem  in  fc- 
“ natu  ratio.  Affignat  loca,  muneris  non 
“ ftemmatis  dignitas.  Et  qui  fenator  non 
“ princeps,  non  comes,  prxceditprincipem, 
“ ac  comitem,  non  fenatorem.”  Pac.  Con. 
p.  31. 
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BOOK  -bei-y  on  the  highway,  and  then  he  muft  be  furprized  in  the 

— J - fadi,  nor  can  he  be  capitally  puniflied  but  by  order  of  the 

diet. 

The  definition  of  a noble  being  thus  applied  not  only  to 
perfons  adtually  pofielfing  land,  but  even  to  the  defcendants 
of  former  landholders,  comprehends  fuch  a large  body  of 
men,  that  many  of  them  are  in  a fiate  of  extreme  indigence  ; 
and  as,  according  to  the  Polifii  law,  they  lofe  their  nobility  if 
they  follow  trade  or  commerce,  the  moft  needy  generally  de- 
vote themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the  richer  nobles,  who,  like 
the  old  feudal  barons,  are  confiantly  attended  by  a large 
number  of  retainers.  As  all  nobles,  without  any  diftinclion, 
enjoy  the  right  of  voting,  as  well  for  the  choice  of  nuntios, 
as  at  the  eledtion  of  a king,  their  poverty  and  their  number 
is  frequently  produdtive  of  great  inconvenience.  Hence  the 
king,  who  has  juftly  conceived  a great  veneration  for  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  wiflied  to  introduce  into  the  new  code 
a law  fimilar  to  ours  relating  to  county  eledtions,  that  no 
perfon  fliould  be  intitled  to  a vote  in  the  choice  of  a nuntio 
but  thofe  who  pofiefied  a certain  qualification  in  land  This 
propofition,  however,  has  been  received  with  fuch  marks  of 
dilfatisfadlion,  that  we  may  conclude  it  will  never  be  allowed 
to  pafs  into  a law. 

II.  The  Clergy.  Miciflaus,  the  firft  fovereign  of  Poland 
A.  D.  who  embraced  Chriilianity,  granted  feveral  immunities  and 
cllates  to  the  clergy.  His  fuccefibrs  and  the  rich  nobles  fol- 

* Connor  mentions  a fimilar  attempt  of  “ but  fuch  only  as  had'  at  leafl  two  hundred 
John  Cafimir,  whicli  failed  of  i'liccefs.  “ crowns  a year,  whereupon  the  palatine  of 
“ King  Cafimir  obferving  the  great  abufes  “ Pofnania,  offering  to  put  this  law  in  eae- 
“ that  fjiring  from  every  little  gentleman’s  “ cution  in  his  province,  was  not  only  af- 
“ prcteiulfd  privilege  to  fit  in  the  little  “ fronted,  but  alio  narrovvl}  efcaped  with 
‘ diets,  ordered  that  none  fiiould  have  a “ his  life.”  liifi.  of  Poland,  v;.  li,  p.  104, 
“ vote  ilierc,  in  eleehiug  a deputy  or  nuntio, 
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lowed  his  example;  and  the  riches  of  this  body  continued  chap. 
increahng  as  well  from  royal  as  private  donations,  until  the . . 

diet,  apprehenlive  left  in  procefs  of  time  the  greateft  part  of 
the  eftates  fliould  pafs  into  the  hands  of  the  clergy,  forbad 
by  different  laws,  and  particularly  in  1669,  the  alienation  of 
lands  to  the  church,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  : and  under 
the  prefent  reign  feveral  eftates  have  been  confifcated  which 
had  been  beftowed  upon  the  clergy  fince  that  period. 

From  the  time  of  the  firft  eftablifliment  of  the  aitholic 
religion  by  Cardinal  iEgidius,  nuntiofrom  Pope  John  XII.  the 
bifliops  have  been  admitted  into  the  fenate  as  king’s  coun- 
fellors.  They  w^ere.  ufually  appointed  by  the  king,  and 
confirmed  by  the  pope  ; but,  fince  the  creation  of  the  per- 
manent council,  they  are  nominated  by  his  majefty  out  of 
three  candidates  chofen  by  the  council : a bifiiop,  the  mo- 
ment he  is  appointed,  is  of  courfe  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
of  a fenator.  The  archbiftiop  of  Gnefna  is  primate,  as  wc 
have  before  obferved,  the  firft  fenator  in  rank,  and  viceroy 
during  an  interregnum. 

The  ecclefiaftics  are  all  freemen,  and,  in  fome  particular 
inftances,  have  their  own  courts  of  juftice,  in  which  the 
canon  law  is  pra6tifed.  Of  thefe  courts  of  juftice  jrecidiar  to 
the  clergy,  there  are  three  forts  ; I.  The  confiftorial,  under 
the  jurifdiftion  of  each  bifttop  in  his  diocclc ; II.  The  me- 
tropolitan, under  the  primate,  to  which  an  appeal  lies  fiom 
the  bhhop’s  court;  III.  That  of  the  pope’s  nuntio,  which  is 
the  fupreme  eccleiiaitical  judicature  w'ithin  the  kingdom.,  to 
which  an  appeal  may  be  made  both  from  the  dec! (u)n  of  the 
primate  and  of  che  bilhop.  In  cafes  of  divorce,  difpenfations 
foi'  marriages,  and  in  other  inftances  the  parties,  as  in  all  ca- 
tholic countries,  mufc  apply  to  the  pope,  by  which  means  no 
inconfiderable  degree  ot  money  b abferbed  by  the  fee  of 
Rome. 
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BOOK.  civil  affairs  the  clergy  are  judged  in  the  ordinary 

< — , — 'courts  of  juftice.  In  criminal  caufes,  an  eccleliaftic  is  firft 
arrefted  by  the  civil  powers,  then  judged  in  the  conliftory, 
and,  if  convi6led,  he  is  remitted  to  the  civil  power,  in  order 
to  undergo  the  penalty  annexed  to  the  crime  of  which  he  has 
been  found  guilty. 

One  great  ecclefiaftical  abufe,  which  has  been  abolifhed  in 
moft  other  catholic  countries,  hill  exifts  in  this  kingdom  : 
when  the  Pope  fends  a bull  into  Poland,  the  clergy  publiih 
and  carry  it  into  execution,  without  the  confirmation  or 
ay)probation  of  the  civil  power. 

Before  1538  ecclefiaftics  were  allowed  to  hold  civil  em- 
ployments ; but  in  that  year  priefts  were  declared  incapable 
of  being  promoted  to  fecular  offices.  They  were  alfo  ex- 
empted from  paying  any  taxes;  but  this  exemption  has  been 
wifely  taken  off,  and  they  are  now  rated  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  laity,  with  this  difference,  that  their  contributions  are 
not  called  taxes,  but  charitable  fubfidies. 

III.  The  next  clafs  of  people  are  the  burghers,  inhabiting 
towns,  whofe  privileges  were  formerly  far  more  confiderable 
than  they  are  at  prefent. 

The  hiftory  of  all  countries,  in  which  the  feudal  fyftem 
has  been  eftablifhed,  bears  teftimony  to  the  pernicious  policy 
of  holding  the  lower  claffes  of  men  in  a ftate  of  flavifli  fnb- 
jecStion.  In  procefs  of  time  a concurrence  of  caufes  con- 
tributed gradually  to  foften  the  rigour  of  this  fervitude  with 
regard  to  the  burghers,  in  feveral  of  the  feudal  kingdoms. 
Among  other  circumfiances  tending  to  their  protection,  the 
moft  favourable  was  the  formation  of  feveral  cities  into  bo- 

It  df-es  not  enter  into  the  plan  of  tliis  in  a View  of  the  State  of  Europe,  prefixed 
wf.rk  to  (leferibe  thefe  caufes : the  reader  to  Dr.  Robertfon’s  Hiftory  of  Charles  V. 
will  find  them  amply  and  ably  illuftrated 
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dies  politic,  with  the  privilege  of  exercifing  muaicipal  jurif- 
diction.  This  inftitution  took  its  rife  in  Italy,  the  firft  country » — ^ i 
in  Europe  which  emerged  from  barbarifm  ; and  was  from 
thence  transferred  to  France  and  Germany.  It  was  firft  in- 
troduced into  Poland  about  1250,  during  the  reign  of  Bolef- 
laus  the  chafte,  who  being  inftru6ted  in  the  Teutonic  or 
' German  laws  by  Henry  the  bearded  duke  of  Wratiflaw, 
granted  firft  to  Cracow,  and  afterwards  to  feveral  other 
towns,  the  privileges  poirefled  by  the  German  cities : this 
body  of  rights  is  called  in  the  Statutes  of  Poland  Jus  Mag- 
deburgicum  et  'feutonicum ; and  the  caufe  afligned  for  its  in- 
trodu6lion  is,  that  no  city  could  flourifli  and  increafe  under 
the  Polifli  or  feudal  laws  In  the  1 3th  and  following  cen- 
turies the  kings  and  great  barons  built  feveral  towns,  to  all 
which  they  granted  a charter  of  incorporation,  conceived  in 
the  following  terms  t : “ 'Transfer  0 banc  villain  ex  jure  Polo- 
nico  in  jus  Teutonicumr  The  beneficial  tendency  of  this 
political  regulation  foon  appeared  : by  a fudden  increafe  of 
population  and  wealth,  the  burghers  of  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal free  towns  acquired  fuch  a degree  of  importance  and 
confideration,  as  to  give  their  aifent  to  treaties,  and  fend  de- 
puties to  the  national  affembly : a noble  was  not  degraded 
by  being  a burgher,  and  a burgher  was  capable  of  being  an 
officer  of  the  crown.  A treaty  J which  Cafimir  the  Great 
entered  into  with  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order,  was  not 
only  figned  by  the  king  and  the  principal  nobles,  but  alfo  by 
the  burghers  of  Cracow,  Pofin,  Sandomir,  and  other  towms  ; 
and  under  the  fame  monarch  Wiernefk  §,  burgomafter  of 
Cracow,  was  fubmarflial  and  treafurer  of  the  crown. 


The 


* Leng.  Jus  Pub.  p.  524. 
f Chromer. 

Dlugofiius  L.  IX,  p.  1067. 


* This'W’'iernefk  was  fo  rich,  that  in  i -a'j} 
when  the  emperor  Charles  IV.  married  at 
Cracow  Elizabeth  grand  daughter  of  Cali- 


INHABITANTS  OF  POLAND. 


'tOK  he  burghers  enjoyed  the  privileges  juft  mentioned  dur- 

ing  tlie  Jaghcllon  line,  as  appears  from  the  different  aefts  of 

Sigifmond  I.  and  his  fon  Sigilmond  Auguftus.  During  the 
reign  of  the  former  the  nobles  endeavoured  to  exclude  the 
deputies  of  Cracow  from  the  diet ; but  that  monarch  not 
only  confirmed  the  right  of  that  city  to  fend  reprefentatives, 
but  even  decreed,  that  the  citizens  were  included  within  the 
clafs  of  nobles 

When  the  crown  became  wholly  eleffive,  the  burghers 
fuffered  continual  encroachments  on  their  privileges  at  every 
nomination  of  a new  fovereign  ; they  loft  the  right  of  pof- 
feiftng  lands,  excepting  wdthin  a fmall  diftance  of  their 
towns,  of  fending  deputies  to  the  diets,  and  were  of  courfe 
excluded  from  all  fhare  of  the  legiflative  authority.  The 
principal  caufe  of  this  exclufion  was,  that  as  the  burghers 
w'ere  not  obliged,  by  the  nature  of  their  tenures,  to  march 
againft  the  enemy,  but  were  only  under  the  neceffity  of  fur- 
nifliing  arms  and  waggons  for  the  ufe  of  the  army ; they 
incurred,  therefore,  the  contempt  of  the  warlike  gentry, 
wdio,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  feudal  arrogance,  conlidered  all 
occupations,  but  that  of  war,  as  beneath  a freeman,  and  all 
2)erfons,  not  bound  to  military  fervices,  as  unqualified  for 
the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs. 

The  burghers,  however,  ftill  enjoy  a conftderable  portion 
of  freedom,  and  poflefs  the  following  immunities  : they 
ele6f  their  own  burgomafter  and  council ; they  regulate  their 
interior  police,  and  have  their  own  criminal  courts  of  juftice, 

■mir,  he  gave  a moft  fumptuoiis  entertain-  bride.  Chromer,  p.  324,. 
jnent  to  his  fovereign,  to  the  emperor,  kings  * Confules  Cracovienfes,  &;c.  debere  et 

of  tlungiry,  Denmark,  Cyj)rus,  and  other  pofTe  on.nibus  confiliis,  qiiibus  alii  nuiitii 
princes,  who  were  prefent  at  the  marriage:  terretlres  aderiint,  &;c.  more  folito  conlul- 
bcfide  other  magnificent  gifts  v.hich  he  Ijc-  tari.  Statiita  Pol,  p,  8.  Cracovia  efi  incor- 
■It'iu  cd  upon  the  company,  he  prefenti  d Ca-  porata  et  unit  a nobilitati  ; ib.  terrai  unique 
ii-.u'n  with  a aim  equal  to  tlie  portion  of  the  civitatumque  auiitio,  p.  353. 
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which  decide  without  appeal.  A burgher,  when  plamti'ff 
againft  a noble,  is  obliged  to  carry  the  caufe  into  the  courts  . — . — ^ 
of  juftice  belonging  to  the  nobles,  where  the  judgement  is 
final : when  defendant,  he  muft  be  cited  before  the  ma- 
giflrates  of  his  own  town,  from  whence  an  appeal  lies  only 
to  the  king  in  the  afTefforial  tribunal.  To  this  exemption 
from  the  j urifdidlion  of  the  nobles,  though  only  in  one  fpe- 
cies  of  caufes,  the  burghers  owe  whatever  degree  of  inde- 
pendence they  ftill  retain  ; as  without  this  immunity  they 
would  long  ago  have  been  reduced  to  a ftate  of  vaffalage. 

IV.  The  peafants  in  Poland,  as  in  all  feudal  governments, 
are  ferfs  or  haves  ; and  the  value  of  an  eftate  is  not  eftimated 
fo  much  from  its  extent,  as  from  the  number  of  its  peafants, 
who  are  transferred  from  one  matter  to  another  like  fo  many 
head  of  cattle. 

The  peafants,  however,  are  not  all  in  an  equal  tt-ate  of 
fubjeifion  they  are  dittinguittied  into  two  forts  ; i.  Ger- 
man; 2.  Natives. 

I.  During  the  reign  of  Boleflaus  the  Chatte,  and  more 
particularly  in  that  of  Cafirair  the  Great,  many  Germans 
fettled  in  Poland,  who  were  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  the 
German  laws  ; and  their  defeendants  ttill  continue  to 
enjoy  feveral  privileges  not  pofletted  by  the  generality  of 
Polifli  peafants.  The  good  effe(tts  of  thefe  privileges  arc 
very  vilible  in  the  general  ttate  of  their  domcftic  oeco- 
nomy  ; their  villages  are  better  built,  and  their  fields 
better  cultivated,  than  thofe  which  belong  to  the  native  Poles; 
they  poifefs  more  cattle,  pay  their  quit-rents  to  their  lords 
with  greater  exadnefs ; and,  when  compared  with  the  others, 
are  cleaner  and  neater  in  their  perfons. 


* Lubienfiti,  p.  io8,  I'lorus  Pol. p.  1 18.  Clu'omcr.  319. 
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2.  The  flavery  of  the  Polifli  peafants  is  very  antient,  and 
/ was  always  extremely  rigorous.  Until  the  time  of  Cahmir  the 
Great,  the  lord  could  put  his  peafant  to  death  with  impunity, 
and,  when  the  latter  had  no  children,  confidered  himfelf  as 
the  heir,  and  feized  all  his  effedts.  In  1347  Calimir  pre- 
fcribed  a fine  for  the  murder  of  a peafant ; and  enadled,  that, 
in  cafe  of  his  deceafe  without  iffiie,  his  next  heir  flaould  in- 
herit The  fame  fovereign  alfo  decreed,  that  a peafant  was 
capable  of  bearing  arms  as  a foldier,  and  that  therefore  he 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  a freeman.  But  thefe  and  other 
regulations,  by  which  that  amiable  monarch  endeavoured  to 
alleviate  the  miferies  of  the  vaffals,  have  proved  ineffectual 
againft  the  power  and  tyranny  of  the  nobles,  and  have  been 
either  abrogated  or  eluded.  That  law,  which  gives  the  pro- 
perty of  a peafant  dying  without  iffue  to  the  next  of  kin, 
was  inftantly  rendered  nugatory  by  an  old  Polifh  maxim, 
That  no  flave  can  carry  on  any  procefs  againft  his  matter;” 
and  even  the  fine  for  his  murder  was  feldom  levied,  on 
account  of  the  numerous  difficulties  which  attend  the  con- 
viction of  a noble  for  this  or  any  other  enormity.  So  far 
indeed  from  being  inclined  to  foften  the  fervitude  of  their 
vaffals,  the  nobles  have  afcertained  and  eltablilhed  it  by 
repeated  and  pofitive  ordinances.  An  ablePoliih  writer,  in 
a benevolent  treatife  t addrelfed  to  the  chancellor  Zamoilki, 
obferves,  that  in  the  Statutes  of  Poland  there  are  above  an 
hundred  laws  unfavourable  to  the  peafants,  which,  among 
other  grievances,  eredt  fummary  tribunals  fubjedt  to  no  ap- 
peals, and  impofe  the  fevered:  penalties  upon  thofe  who  quit 
their  villages  without  leave.  From  thefe  numerous  and  ri- 
gorous cdidts  to  prevent  the  elopement  of  the  peafants,  the 
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fame  humane  author  jnftly  infers  the  extreme  wretchednefs 
of  this  oppreffed  clafs  of  men,  v/ho  cannot  be  detained  in  the 
place  of  their  nativity  but  by  the  terror  of  the  fevered:  pu- 
nifhment. 

The  native  peafants  may  be  divided  into  two  forts : 
I.  Peafants  of  the  crown  ; 2.  Peafants  belonging  to  indivi- 
duals. 

1.  Peafants  of  the  crown  are  thofe  who  are  fettled  in  the 
great  fiefs  of  the  kingdoms,  or  in  the  royal  demefnes,  and 
are  under  the  jurifdidtions  of  the  ftarofls.  If  the  crown- 
peafants  are  oppreffed  by  thefe  judges,  they  may  lodge  a 
complaint  in  the  royal  courts  of  juftice  ; and  fliould  the  fla- 
roft  endeavour  to  obftrudf  the  procefs,  the  king  can  order 
the  chancellor  to  iflue  a fafe  conduct,  by  which  he  takes  the 
injured  perfon  under  his  projeeftion  : and  although  in  moft 
cafes  the  corrupt  adminiftration  of  jullice,  and  the  fuperior 
influence  of  the  ftarofts,  prevent  a complainant  from  ob- 
taining any  effecStual  redrefs  even  in  the  king’s  courts  ; yet, 
the  very  poffibility  of  procuring  relief  is  fome  check  to  in- 
juflite,  and  fome  alleviation  of  diflrefs. 

2.  Peafants  belonging  to  individuals  are  at  the  abfolute 
difpofal  of  their  mailer,  and  have  fcarcely  any  politive  fecu- 
rity,  either  for  their  properties  or  their  lives.  Until  17 68 
the  Statutes  of  Poland  only  exacted  a fine  from  a lord  who 
killed  his  flave ; but  in  that  year  a decree  paffed,  that  the 
murder  of  a peafant  was  a capital  crime  ; yet,  as  the  law  in 
quellion  requires  fuch  an  accumulation  of  evidence  ''*■  as  is 
feldom  to  be  obtained,  it  has  more  the  appearance  of  pro- 
tection than  the  reality. 

* The  murderer  mufl:  be  taken  in  the  taken  in  the  and  there  are  not  the 

fa(5t ; which  mufl;  be  proved  by  two  gentle-  above-mentioned  number  of  witnefl'es',  he 
men  or  four  peafants;  ’and  if  he  is  not  only  pays  a fine, 
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How  deplorable  mufl  be  the  ftate  of  that  country,  when  a; 
law.  of  that  nature  was  thought  requifite  to  be  enadted,  yet  is 
found  incapable  of  being  enforced.  The  generality,  indeed, 
of  the  Polifn  nobles  are  not  inclined  either  to  eftablifli  or  give 
efiicacy  to  any  regulations  in  favour  of  the  peafants,  w'hom 
they  fcarcely  conlider  as  entitled  to  the  common  rights  of 
humanity  A few  nobles,  however,  of  benevolent  hearts 
and  enlightened  underftandings,  have  adled  upon  different 
principles,  and  have  ventured  upon  the  expedient  of  giving 
liberty  to  their  vaffals.  The  event  has  fliowed  this  piojedt 
to  be  no  lefs  judicious  than  humane,  no  lefs  friendly  to  their 
own  interefts  than  to  the  happinefs  of  their  peafants  : for  it 
appear.s>  that  in  the  diftridls,  in  which  the  new  arrangement 
has  been  introduced,  the  population  of  their  villages  is  confix 
derably  increafed,  and  the  revenues  of  their  eftates  augmented  , 
in  a triple  proportion. 

The  firft  noble  who  granted  freedom  to  his  peafants  was  . 
Zamoiflvi,  formerly  great  chancellor,  who  in  1760  enfran-  , 
chifed  fix  villages  in  the  palatinate  of  Mafovia.  Thefe  vil- 
lages were,  in  1777,  vifited  by.  the  author  of  the  Patriotic 
Letters,  from  whom  I received  the  following  information  : 

On  infpedting  the  parifh-regifters  of  births. from  1758  . 

1768,  that  is,  during  the.  ten  years  of  flavery  immediately 
preceding  their  , enfranchifement,  he  found  the  number  of 
births  434  ; in  the  firft  ten  years  of  their  freedom,  from  . 
1760  to  1770,  620;  and  from  1770  to  the  beginning  of 
1777?  5^5  births.  By  thefe  extradts  it  appeared  that. 
During  the.firlt  period  therc^wcre  only  43  births 


fecond  period 
third  period^ 


6 2 
77  . 


■*  Z>'inn)ifki,  in  his  new  code  of  laws,  lias  that  code,  and  confirm  decrees,  thon<<h 
wnrnnly  fp'.kcn  in  favour  of  the  peafants  ; formed  upon  the  common  and  oatiuai  righas 
but  fuch  arc  the  national  prejudices,  that  it  of  mankind, 
is  uncertain  whether  the  diet  will  receive 
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If  we  fuppofe  an  improvement  of  this  fort  to  take  place 
throughout  the  kingdom  ; how  great  would  be  the  increafe ' — » 
of  national  population  ! 

The  revenues  of  the  fix  villages,  fince  their  enfranchife- 
ment,  have  been  augmented  in  a much  greater  proportion 
than  their  population.  In  their  ftate  of  vafialage  Zamoilki 
was  obliged,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  Poland,  to  build 
cottages  and  barns  for  his  peafants,  and  to  furnifii  them  with 
feed,  horfes,  ploughs,  and  every  implement  of  agriculture ; 
fince  their  attainment  of  liberty  they  are  become  fo  eafy  in 
their  circumftances,  as  to  provide  themfelves  with  all  thefe 
neceflaries  at  their  own  expence  ; and  they  likewife  cheer- 
fully pay  an  annual  rent,  in  lieu  of  the  manual  labour, 
which  their  mafter  formerly  exacted  from  them.  By  thefe 
means  the  receipts  of  this  particular  eflate  have  been  nearly  . 
tripled.  . 

Upon  figning  the  deed  of  enfranchifement  of  the  fix  vil- 
lages, their  benevolent  mafter  intimated  fome  apprehenfions 
to  the  inhabitants,  left,  encouraged  by  their  freedom,  they 
ftiould  fall  into  every  fpecies  of  iicentioufnefs,  and  commit 
more  diforders  than  when  they  were  Haves.  The  fimplicity 
and  good  fenfe  of  their  anfwer  is  remarkable,  ‘‘  When  we 
“ had  no  other  property,”  returned  they,  “ than  the  ftick  , 

‘‘  which  we  hold  in  our  hands,  we  were’  deftitute  of  all 
“ encouragement  to  a right  conducft  ; and,  having  nothing 
“ to  lofe,  a6led  on  all  occafions  in  an  inconfiderate  manner  ; 

“ but  as  foon  as  our  houfes,  our  lands,  and  our  cattle,  arc  our 
“ own,  the  fear  of  forfeiting  them  will  be  a conftant  re- 
“ ftraint  upon  our  adlions.”  The  fincerity  of  this  alfertion 
was  manifefted  by  the  event.  While  they  were  in  a ftate< 
of  fervitude,  Zamoifki  was  occafionally  obliged  to  pay  fines 

for 
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BOOK  fQj.  (liforders  committed  by  his  peafants,  who,  in  a hate  of 
— — ' drunken nefs,  would  attack  and  fometimes  kill  pahengers  : 
fince  their  freedom  he  has  leldom  received  any  complaints 
of  this  fort  againll  them.  Thefc  circumilances  decifively 
confute  the  ill-grounded  furmifes  entertained  by  many  Poles, 
that  their  vaffals  are  too  licentious  and  ungovernable  not  to 
make  an  ill  ufe  of  freedom.  Zamoifki,  pleafed  with  the 
thriving  hate  of  the  fix  villages,  has  enfranchifed  the  pea- 
fants on  all  his  eftates. 

The  example  of  Zamoifki  has  been  follov/ed  by  Chrep- 
towitz,  vice-chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  the  abbe  Bryzo- 
towfki,  with  fimilar  fuccefs.  I was  informed  by  a perfon 
who  had  vilited  the  abbe’s  eftate  at  Pawlowo  near  Vilna,  that 
the  happy  countenance  and  comfortable  air  of  thefe  peafants 
made  them  appear  a different  race  of  men  from  the  wretched 
tenants  of  the  neighbouring  villages.  The  peafants,  pene- 
trated with  a fenfe  of  their  mafter’s  kind  nefs,  have  erected, 
at  their  own  expence,  a pillar  with  an  infcription  expreffive 
of  their  gratitude  and  affedlion. 

Prince  Stanillaus,  nephew  to  the  king  of  Poland,  has 
warmly  patronized  the  plan  of  giving  liberty  to  the  peafants. 
His  own  good  fenfe  and  natural  humanity,  improved  during 
his  refidence  in  England  by  a view  of  that  equal  liberty 
which  pervades  every  rank  of  men,  have  raifed  him 
above  the  prejudices  too  prevalent  among  his  countrymen  : 
he  has  enfranchifed  four  villages  not  far  from  Warfaw,  in 
which  he  has  not  only  emancipated  the  peafants  from  their 
flavery,  but  even  condefcends  to  direcSl  their  affairs.  I had 
the  honour  of  holding  feveral  converfations  with  him  upon 
this  fubje(5t ; he  explained  to  me,  in  the  moff  fatisfadory 

• Called,  in  the  Polifli  law,  Pro  incontinentia  fubditorum. 
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manner,  that  the  grant  of  freedom  was  no  lefs  advantageous 
to  the  lord  than  to  the  peafant,  provided  the  former  is  will-  ' — . — 
ing  to  fuperintend  their  condudt  for  a few  years,  and  to  put 
them  in  a way  of  adling  for  themfelves ; for  fuch  is  the  ig- 
norance of  the  generality  among  the  boors,  arifing  from  the 
abjed;  flavery  in  which  they  are  held,  and  fo  little  have  they 
been  ufually  left  to  their  own  difcretion,  that  few  at  firft  are 
equal  to  the  proper  management  of  a farm.  From  a con- 
vidion  of  thefe  fads,  the  prince,  whofe  knowledge  and  be- 
nevolence I fliall  ever  revere,  continues  his  attention  to  their 
concerns ; he  vifits  their  cottages,  fuggefts  improvements  in 
agriculture,  inftruds  them  in  the  mode  of  rearing  cattle  and 
bees,  and  points  out  the  errors  into  which  ignorance  and  in- 
capacity occalionally  betray  them. 

The  example  of  this  prince,  great  by  his  rank,  but  Hill 
greater  by  his  humanity,  can  fcarce  fail  of  producing  its  due 
effed,  efpecially  as  he  intends  giving  to  the  public  his  ar- 
rangements and  regulations,  and  will  fliow  how  much  he  ^ 
has  increafedhiseftate  and  the  happinefs  of  his  peafants.  Still 
however  the  condition  of  thefe  ])eaiants  is  not  permanent ; 
for  though  a lord  grants  their  freedom,  yet  he  cannot  entail 
it  upon  them,  as  his  fuccelfor  may  again  reduce  them  to 
their  original  hate  of  valfalage.  It  is,  however,  in  agitation 
to  fecure  the  perpetuity  of  their  liberty,  when  they  are  once 
rendered  free ; but  this  attempt  is  of  fo  delicate  a nature, 
that  it  mult  be  introduced  with  great  caution,  and  can  only 
be  the  work  of  time. 

V.  In  giving  an  account  of  the  dilferent  claffes  of  men 
who  inhabit  this  country,.  1 ought  not  to  omit  the  Jews,  as 
they  form  no  inconfidcrable  part  of  its  prefent  inhabitants.. 

This  people  date  their  introdudion  into  Poland  about  the 


tune 


1 N II  A B I 1'  A N T S OF  POLAND. 


BOOK  of  Galimir  the  Great,  and  as  they  enjoy  privileges  which 

they  fcarcely  poflefs  in  any  other  country  excepting  England 

and  Holland,  their  numbers  have  furprizingly  increafed. 
I.engnich,  whom  I have  often  quoted,  fays  of  them^that  they 
“ monopolize  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  country, 
“ keep  the  inns  and  taverns,  are  ffew^ards  to  the  nobility,  in 
‘‘  flaort,  they  feem  to  have  fo  much  influence,  that  nothing 

can  be  bought  or  fold  without  the  intervention  of  a JewK” 
Under  John  Sobiefki  they  w'ere  fo  highly  favoured,  that  his 
adminitlration  w^as  invidioufly  called  a Jewifli  junto  : he 
farmed  to  the  Jew's  the  royal  demefnes,  and  put  fuch  confi- 
dence in  them  as  raifed  great  difcontent  among  the  nobility. 
After  his  death,  an  antient  law  of  Sigifmond  I.  w^as  revived 
and  inferted  in  the  Pa&a  Conventa  of  Auguflus  II.,  that  no 
Jew  or  perfon  of  low  birth  flaould  be  capable  of  farming  the 
royal  revenues. 

In  fome  towns,  as  at  Cafimir,  Pofen,  Sec.  the  Jew's  are  per- 
mitted to  fettle,  but  in  other  places  they  are  only  allowed  to 
refide  during  the  time  of  fairs,  or  when  the  dietines  are  af- 
ferabled  ; but  the  law's  are  feldom  put  in  force  againft  them. 
I endeavoured  to  obtain  a probable  account  of  their  number, 
but  I found  this  to  be  no  eafy  matter,  although  all  Jews,  as 
well  male  as  female,  pay  an  annual  poll-tax,  and  therefore 
muft  be  regiftered.  According  to  the  lafl  capitation  there 
were  t 66,87  i Jews  in  Poland,  exclufive  of  Lithuania,  wdio 
paid  that  tax  ; but  this  cannot  be  their  full  complement,  as 
it  is  their  interefl  to  diminifli  their  number  ; and  it  is  a w^ell- 
k now'll  fa6t,  that  they  conceal  their  children  as  much  as 
poflible. 


* Pac.  Con.  Aug.  III.  p.  128. 
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Perhaps  the  following  calculations  will  aiTill  us  in  this 
relearch.  Of  2,580,796  inhabitants  in  Auftrian  Poland,' — „ — 
144,200,  or  about  an  eighteenth,  were  Jews^^  The  eigh- 
teenth of  the  prefeiit  population  of  Poland  will  give  near 
500,000  : allowing,  therefore,  for  omifTions  in  the  capita- 
tion, as  well  as  forthofe  who  migrated  into  Poland  from  the 
Ruffian  difmembered  province  i,  we  may  fairly  effimate  the 
number  of  Jews  at  600,000. 

Before  the  late  partition  Poland  contained  about 
14,000,000  of  inhabitants  As  far  as  I could  collecSl  from 
Various  converfations  with  feveral  intelligent  Poles,  its  pre- 
fent  population  amounts  to  9,000,000. 

While  I am  giving  my  principal  attention  to  the  hiftory 
and  conftitution  of  Poland,  1 cannot  but  remark,  that  the 
feudal  laws,  formerly  fo  univerfal,  and  of  which  fome  traces 
are  ftill  to  be  difeovered  in  motl:  countries,  have  been  gradu- 
ally aboliffied  in  other  nations,  and  given  place  to  a more 
regular  and  juft  adminiftration  ; yet  in  Poland  a variety  of 
circumftances  has  concurred  to  prevent  the  abolition  of  thofe 
laws,  and  to  preferve  that  mixture  of  liberty  and  oppreffioii) 
order  and  anarchy,  which  fo  ftrongly  charaifterized  the  feu- 
dal government.  We  may  eafily  trace  in  this  conftitution 
all  the  ftriking  features  of  that  fyftem.  The  principal  are, 
an  eledive  monarchy  with  a circumferi bed  power;  the  great 
officers  of  ftate  pofleffing  their  charges  for  life,  and  inde- 

* SeeCompend.  Geog.  Sclavoniae,  Gal-  f Secular  18,369^ 

Iic2,  &c.  p.  66.  Eccleliaftics  ■j  Regular  10,1891  3*037 

t Jews  are  not  tolerated  in  Ruffia.  ^Nuiis  2,5793 


J Bufehing  gives  the  following 
of  the  population  of  Poland  fince 
tition  : 


Males 

Females 


4,396,969  Total  number  of  inhabitants  9,327,668 
4,298,083  See  Bufehing,  His.  Magazin.  v.  XVI.  p.  28. 
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BOOK  pendent  of  the  king’s  authority;  royal  fiefs;  the  great  nobility 
‘ — , — - above  controul ; the  nobles  or  gentry  alone  free  and  poflef- 
fing  lands,  feudal  tenures,  military  fer vices,  territorial  jurif-- 
diction  ; commerce  degrading  ; oppreffed  condition  of  the 
burghers;  vaffalage  of  the  peafants.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
book  1 have  had  occafion  to  make  mention  of  moft-of  thefe 
evils  as  ftill  exifling  in  Poland,  and  they  may  be  confidered 
as  the  radical  caufes  of  its  decline  ; for  they  have  prevented, 
the  Poles  from  adopting  thofe  more  liable  regulations,  which, 
tend  to  introduce  order  and  good  government,  to  augme4^^ 
commerce,  and  to  increafe  population, 
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Book  1l 

C H A P.  I. 

'Entrance  into  Auftrian  Poland.— of  the  dijmembered 
province:- — Its  population  and  produSlions. — Arrival  at 
Cracow. — Defer  ip  t ion  of  that  city. — Univerfity.- — Palace, 
■^Citadel  occupied  by  the  confederates  in  the  late  troubles. 
— Uijiory  of  that  tranfadlion. — Cathedral. — P'ojnbs  and 
charadiers  of  fever  al  Polifli  fovereigns,  See. 

JULY  24,  1778.  We  entered  Poland  juft  beyond  Bilitz, 
having  crofted  the  rivulet  Biala,  which  falls  into  the 
Viftula,  and  purfued  our  journey  to  Cracow  through  the 
territories  which  the  houfe  of  Auftria  fecured  to  itfelf  in  the 
late  partition. 

The  diftridt  claimed  by  the  emprefs  of  Germany  in  her 
manifefto  is  thus  deferibed  : “ Ail  that  tra6l  of  land  lying 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  Viftula  from  Silefia  above  Sando- 
T 2 
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BOOK  a ^-j^Q  mouth  of  the  San,  and  from  thence  by  Frane«. 

. — , — / pole,  Zamoifc,  and  RubiefTow,  to  the  Bog.  From  the  Bog 
‘‘  the  limits  are  carried  along  the  frontiers  of  Red  Ruffia  to 
Zabras  upon  the  borders  of  Volhynia  and  Podolia;  and 
“ from  Zabras  in  a firaight  line  to  the  Dnieper,  where  it  re- 
“ ceives  the  rivulet  Podhorts,  taking  in  a fmall  flip  of  Po- 
dolia,  and  laitly,  along  the  boundaries  feparating  Podolia 
from  Moldavia.” 

A remarkable  circumftance  attended  the  taking  poflelhon 
of  this  diilridt,  which  will  drew  with  what  uncertainty  the 
limits  were  at  firft  traced.  The  partition  being  made  ac- 
cording to  the  map  of  Zannoni,  the  river  Podhorts  was. 
taken  as  the  eaftern  boundary  of  this  difmembered  province;^ 
but  when  the  Aulfrian  commiffioners  vifited  the  fpot,  where 
according  to  Zannoni  the  Podhprts  flowed  into  the  Dnieper, 
they  found  no  river  known  to  the , inhabitants  which 
anfwered  to  that  name.  They  advanced,  therefore,  the 
frontiers  Rill  more  eaft wards,  and  adopting  the  Sebrawce  or 
the  Sbrytz  for  the  boundary,  called  it  the  Podhorts.  This 
ceded  country  has,  fince  the  partition,  changed  its  name;, 
and  is  now  incorporated  into  the  Auftrian  dominions  under 
the  appellation  of  the  kingdoms  of  Galicia  and  Lodomeria,^ 
which  kingdoms  fome  antient  diplomes  reprefent  as  fituated 
in  Poland,  and  fubJeA  to  the  kings  of  Hungary  : the  molt 
convincing  proof  that  there  ever  exifted  Inch  Icingdoms, 
that  they  depended  upon  Hungary,  and  ought,  by  virtue 
of  an  hereditary  though  dormant  title,  to  revert  to  the  em- 
prefs  as  fovereign  of  Hungary,  was  derived  from  the  Auftrian 
army;  for  what,  people  can  refill  an  argument  backed  by 
200,000  troops,  unlefs  they  can  deffneh their  ftde  of  the 
qucllion  by  an  erpial  number  ? ^ . 
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The  importance  of  this  acquifition  to  the  houfe  of  AuRria  chap. 
will  heft  appear  from  the  number  of  inhabitants,  w^hich, . . 

according  to  the  numeration  made  in  1776  % amounted  to 
3,580,796.  The  mountainous  parts  of  Galicia  and  Lodo- 
meria  produce  fine  paffcure  ; the  plains  are  moflly  fandy,  but 
abound  in  forefts,  and  are  fertile  in  corn.  The  principal 
articles  of  traffic  are  cattle,  hides,  wax,  and  honey.  Thefe 
countries  contain  mines  of  copper,  lead,  iron,  and  fait,  of 
which  the  latter  are  the  moft  valuable. 

We  croffed  only  a narrow  flip  of  Auftrian  Poland  of  about 
86  miles  in  length  from  Bilitz  to  Cracow,  leaving  on  our 
right  hand  a chain  of  mount  Crapak,  or  the  antient  Carpa- 
thian mountains.  The  country  we  paffed  through  was  at 
firft  fomewhat  hilly,  but  afterwards  chiefly  plain,  covered 
with  forefts.  The  roads  were  bad,  the  villages  few  and 
WTetched  beyond  defcription  ; the  hovels  all  built  of  wood 
feemed  full  of  filth  "and  mifery,  and  every  thing  wore  the 
appearance  of  extreme  poverty. 

July  35.  About  noon  we  arrived  at  the  Viftula,  the 
limits  of  the  Auftrian  dominions,  which  reach  to  its  fonthern 
banks.  According  to  the  partition  treaty,  this  river  was 
marked  as  forming  the  limits  between  the  Auftrian  and  Po- 
lifh  territories : the  houfe  of  Auftria  at  firft  conftrued  the 
Viftula  to  mean  the  old  channel  of  that  river  now  dry,  called 
the  Old  Viftula  ; and  by  force  of  this  ftrained  interpretation 
included  Cafimir  in  the  difmembered  province  ; but  iu)t 
long  afterwards  the  emprefs  of  Germany  reftored  Cafimir  to 
the  Poles ; and  accepted  the  Viftula  as  it  now  flows,  for  the 
boundary  of  her  dominions. 

Having  crofted  the  Viftula  by  a bridge,  at  one  end  of 

which  was  an  Auftrian  foldier  and  at  the  other  a Polilh  cen- 

.1  • » 

}.-  Comp.  Regm  Scnvoul.-v,  Galicix,  Lodoaieri.c,  &c.  p.  66,  noto  m. 
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BOOK,  tinel,  into  Calimir,  we  pafled  the  above-mentioned  dry  chan^ 
' — V — ’ nel,  termed  the  Old  Vihula,  by  a fecond  bridge,  and  entered 
Cracow. 

Cracow  is  a curious  old  town  : it  was  formerly  the  ca* 
pital  of  Poland,  where  the  kings  were  eledled  and  crowned, 
and  was  once  almoft  the  center  of  the  Polilli  dominions,  but 
is  now  a frontier  town  ; a proof  how  much  the  power  of  this 
republic  has  been  contra61:ed  ! 

Cracow  Hands  in  an  extenfive  plain,  watered  by  the  Vif- 
tula,  which  is  broad  but  fliallow  : the  city  and  its  fuburbs 
occupy  a vaft  track  of  ground,  but  are  fo  badly  peopled,  that 
they  fcarcely  contain  1 6,000  inhabitants.  The  great  fquare 
in  the  middle  of  the  town  is  very  fpacious,  and  has  feveral 
well-built  houfes,  once  richly  furnilhed  and  well  inhabited, 
but  moft  of  them  now  either  untenanted,  or  in  a Hate  of 
melancholy  decay.  Many  of  the  Hreets  are  broad  and  hand- 
Ibme ; but  almoH  every  building  bears  the  moH  Hriking 
marks  of  ruined  grandeur : the  churches  alone  feem  to 
have  preferved  their  original  fplendour.  The  devaHation  of 
this  unfortunate  town  was  begun  by  the  Swedes  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  century,  when  it  wa^s  befieged  and 
taken  by  Charles  Xil.;  but  the  mifchiefs  it  fuffered  from 
that  ravager  of  the  North  were  far  lefs  deHru^tiv^e  than  thofe 
it  experienced  during  the  late  dreadful  commotions,  when  it 
underwent  repeated  fieges,  and  was  alternately  in  poHeHioii 
of  the  Ruffians  and  Confederates.  The  effecHs  of  cannon, 
grape,  and  mulkct-Hiot  arc  Hill  difcernible  on  the  walls  and 
houfes.  In  a word,  Cracow  exhibits  the  remains  of  antient 
magnificence,  and  looks  like  a great  capital  in  ruins  : from 
the  number  of  fallen  and  falling  houfes  one  would  imagine 

* Tilt  city,  txclufivc  of  tlic  Aibuibs,  containtcl  in  1778  only  8894  fouls. 
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it  had  lately  been  facked,  and  that  the  enemy  had  left  it  chap. 
only  yefterday.  ' — , — 

The  town  is  furrounded  with  high  walls  of  brick,  ftrength- 
ened  by  round  and  fquare  towers  of  whimfical  fliapes  in  the 
antient  ftyle  of  fortification  : thefe  walls  were  built  by 
Venceflaus  * king  of  Bohemia  during  the  fliort  period  in 
which  he  reigned  over  Poland. 

In  Cracow  there  was  a Ruffian  garrifon  of  600  men,  who 
were  Rationed  at  the  guard-houfe  in  the  center  of  the  town  : 
at  all  the  gates  a Rufifian  centinel  Rood  on  one  fide,  and  a 
Polifh  centinel  on  the  other.  The  citadel  was  entirely  oc- 
cupied by  Ruflian  troops. 

I did  not  omit  vifiting  the  univerfity  founded  and  endowed 
by  Gafimir  the  Great,  and  improved  and  completed  by  La- 
diflaus  Jaghellon.  The  librarian  told  me  that  the  number 
of  Rudents  amounted  to  600,  1 went  over  the  library, 

which  was  neither  remarkable  for  the  number  or  rarity  of 
its  books.  Among  the  principal  objecRs  of  attention,  the 
librarian  pointed  out  a TurkiRi  book,  of  no  intrinlic  value, 
but  eReemed  a curiofity  becaufe  found  among  the  fpoils  at 
the  battle  of  Chotzim,  and  prefented  by  John  Sobiefki  to  the 
univerfirv,  as  the  memorial  of  a vidtory  which  faved  his 
co  in'-'-  A:>m  dcfoiation,  and  raifed  him  to  the  throne  of 
Poi  '^d.  T ;ie  univerfity  of  Cracow  was  formerly,  and  not 
ur.’uitiv,  called  the  mother  of  Polilh  literature,  as  it  jnin- 
cipaily  lupplied  the  other  feminaries  with  profellors  and 
men  of  learning  ; but  its  luRre  has  been  greatly  oblcured 
by  the  removal  of  the  royal  refidence  to  VVarlaw,  and  Rill, 
more  by  the  late  inteRine  convulfions. 

* Cracoviam  muro  circumdedit.  Lengnich,  Hift.  Pol.  p.  20. 
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BOOK  jq  city  the  art  of  printing  was  firft  introduced  into 

V Poland  by  Haller;  and  one  of  the  earlieft  books  was  trie 

conftitutions  and  ftatutes  compiled  by  Cafirair  the  Great, 
and  afterwards  augmented  by  his  fuccelTors.  The  cha- 
racters are  Gothic,  the  fame  which  were  univerfally  ufed 
at  the  invention  of  printing : the  great  initial  letters  are 
wanting,  which  fliews  that  they  were  probably  painted 
and  afterwards  worn  away.  The  year  in  which  this  com- 
pilation was  printed  is  not  pofitively  known ; but  its  pub- 
lication was  certainly  anterior  to  1496,  as  it  does  not  con- 
tain the  ftatutes  paffed  by  John  Albert  in  that  year. 

The  mold  flouriflring  period  of  the  univerfity  was  under 
Sigifmond  Auguftus  in  the  Iixteenth  century,  when  feveral 
of  the  German  reformers  fled  from  the  perfecutions  of  the 
emperor  Charles  V.  and  found  an  afylum  in  this  city.  They 
gave  to  the  world  feveral  verfions  of  the  facred  writings,  and 
other  theological  publications,  which  diffufed  the  reformed 
religion  over  great  part  of  Poland.  The  protection  which 
Sigifmond  Auguftus  afforded  to  men  of  learning  of  all  de- 
nominations, and  the  univerfal  toleration  which  he  extended 
to  every  feCt  of  Chriftians,  created  a fufpicion  that  he  was 
fecretly  inclined  to  the  new  church,  and  it  was  even  reported 
that  he  intended  to  renounce  the  catholic  faith,  and  publicly 
profefs  the  reformed  religion  ''k 

Towards  the  fouthern  part  of  the  town  near  the  Viftula 
rifes  a fmall  eminence  or  rock,  upon  whofe  top  is  built  the 
palace,  furrounded  with  brick  walls  and  old  towers,  which 
form  a kind  of  citadel  to  the  town.  This  palace  owes  its 
origin  to  Ladiflaus  Jaghellon  ; but  little  of  the  antient 
ftruClurc  now  appears,  as  the  greateft  part  was  demoliflied 


* See  p.  18. 
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hy  Charles  XII.  in  1702,  when  he  entered  this  town  in  tri-  chap. 
timph  after  the  battle  of  Cliffow.  It  has  been  lince  repaired  : ' — ^ 
the  remains  of  the  nld  palace  confift  of  a few  apartments, 
which  are  left  in  their  ancient  Rate  as  they  exifted  in  the  laft 
century.  The  walls  of  the  firft  of  thefe  apartments 
are  decorated  with  paintings  of  tilts  and  tournaments-; 
thofe  of  the  fecond  with  a reprefentaticn  of  the  coronation 
of  a king  of  Poland,  affirmed,  by  the  perfon  wdio  ffiewed  the 
palace,  to  be  that  of  Ladidaus  the  Firft,  and  to  have  been 
drawn  in  his  time  ; but  the  ftyle  of  the  painting  befpeaks 
it  of  a more  modern  date.  The  cieling  of  the  third  apart- 
ment is  divided  into  different  compartments,  ornamented 
“with  carved  heads  of  extraordinary  fliapes  and  grotefque 
appearances.  All  the  rooms  in  the  palace  are  of  fine  di- 
menfions,  containing  feveral  remains  of  antient  magnifi- 
cence, but  totally  without  furniture. 

This  palace  was  formerly  the  refidence  of  the  kings  of 
Poland,  who,  from  the  time  of  Ladiflaus  Loketec,  have  been 
crowned  at  Crjicow.  The  Poliffi  and  German  hiftorians 
differ  concerning  the  time  when  the  title  of  king  was  firft 
claimed  by  the  fovereigns  of  this  country  ; but  the  moft  pro- 
bable account  is,  that  in  1295  Premiftaus  affumed  the  regal 
title,  and  was  crowned  at  Gnefna  by  the  archbilhop  of  that 
diocefe.  Fle  was  fucceeded  by  Ladiflaus  Loketec,  who,  of- 
fending the  Poles  by  his  capricious  and  tyrannical  conduct, 

■was  depofed  before  he  was  crowned;  and Venceflaus  king 
of  Bohemia,  who  had  marnedRichfa  daughter  of  Premiflaus, 
being  ele6fed  in  his  Head,  was  in  1300  confecrated  and 
crowned  at  Gnefna.  Ladiflaus,  after  flying  from  his  country, 
and  undergoing  a feries  of  calamitous  adventures,  was  at 
length  brought  to  a fenfe  of  his  mifcondu(ft.  Having  re- 
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gained  the  afFecSlion  of  his  fubjecfts,  he  was  reftored,  in  the 
» — — 'life-time  of  Venceflaus,  to  part  of  his  dominions  ; and  he 
recovered  them  all  upon  the  demife  of  that  monarch  in  the 
year  1305:  he  governed,  however,  for  fome  years  without 
the  title  of  king;  but  at  length  in  1320  was  crowned  at 
Cracow,  to  which  place  he  transferred  the  ceremony  of  the 
coronation;  and  afterwards  enacted,  that  for  the  future  his 
fuccefforsfhould  be  inaugurated  in  the  cathedral  of  this  city*"'. 

Smce  that  period,  the  laws  of  Poland  have  exprefsly  en- 
joined that  Cracow  fhould  be  the  place  of, coronation  ; and 
Inch  has  been  the  fuperftitious  attachment  of  the  Poles  to 
this  ufage,  that  when  John  Sobielki  was  defirous  of  being 
crowned  at  Leopold,  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to  the  army, 
which  he  was  to  command  againft  the  Turks  at  the  time  of 
his  election,  the  Polifli  patriots  ftrongly  oppofed  any  inno- 
vation t ; and  that  monarch  was  under  the  neceffity  of  re- 
pairing to  Cracow  for  the  performance  of  the  ceremony. 

Since  Ladiflaus,  all  the  fucceeding  fovereigns  have  been 
crowned  at  Cracow  excepting  the  prefent  king.  Previous 
to  his  election  a decree  was  iflued  by  the  diet  of  convo- 
cation, that  the  coronation  fliould  be  folemnized  for  this 
turn  at  Warfaw,  without  prejudice  in  future  to  the  antient 
right  of  Cracow ; a provifo  calculated  to  fatisfy  the  popu- 
lace, but  which  will  not  probably  prevent  any  future  fo- 
vereign  from  being  crowned  at  Warfaw,  now  become  the 
capital  of  Poland,  and  the  rehdence  of  its  kings.  The  crown 
and  other  regalia  iifcd  at  the  coronation  are  ftill  kept  in 
the  palace  of  Cracov/,  under  fo  many  keys,  and  with 
fuch  care,  that  it  was  impoHible  to  obtain  a fight  of  them. 

* DliigoCm?,  lib.  IX.  p.  971.  Lciigiiich,  who  was  crowned  at  Warfaw,  becaufe  h.e 
Ilift.  Pol.  p.  19 — 22.  vvas  only  a temporary  fovereign,  and  was 

f I.cngnich,  J\i3  Piiblicinn.  foon  obliged  to  retire  from  I’oland. 

; I do  not  iiitiition  Stanillaus  Lctzinflb, 
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From  the  apartments  of  the  palace  we  commanded  an 
extenlive  view  of  the  neighbouring  country,  which  is  prin-  ^ < 

cipally  a large  fandy  plain.  We  obferved  particularly  two 
very  large  mounds  of  earth,  or  barrows,  one  of  which  is  by 
tradition  called  the  burial-place  of  Cracus  duke  of  Poland, 
who  is  fuppofed  to  have  built  the  town  of  Cracow  in  the  year 
700  ; the  other  is  called  the  fepulchre  of  his  daughter 
Venda,  who  is  reported  to  have  drowned  herfelf  in  the 
Viftula,  that  flie  might  not  be  compelled  to  marry  a perfon 
for  whom  fhe  had  entertained  an  averlion. 

The  whole  hiftory  of  Cracus  and  Venda  is  involved  in 
impenetrable  darknefs,  and  thefe  barrows,  which  are  com- 
mon in  different  parts  of  Europe,  were  probably  anterior  to 
the  Chriftian  aera.  The  pra6tice  of  railing  barrows  over 
the  bodies  of  the  deceafed  was  almoft  univerfal  in  the  earlier 
ages  of  the  world.  Homer  mentions  it  as  a common  practice 
among  the  Greeks  and  Trojans ; Virgil  alludes  to  it  as  ufual 
in  Italy  in  the  times  treated  of  in  the  ^neid ; Xenophon 
relates  that  it  obtained  among  the  Perfians ; the  Roman 
hiftorians  record  that  the  fame  mode  of  interring  took  place 
among  their  countrymen  ; and  it  appears  to  have  prevailed 
no  lefs  among  the  antient  Germans,  and  many  other  uncivi- 
lized nations.  In  general,  popular  tradition  allows  fomc  fa- 
vourite chara(fters  in  natural  hiftory,  like  Cracus  and  Venda, 
to  ufurp  the  honour  of  being  buried  under  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  of  thefe  monuments. 

At  fome  diftance  from  Cracow  we  noticed  the  fortrefs  of 
Landfkron  fituated  upon  a rock,  which  the  confederates  pof- 
fefted  during  the  late  troubles  ; and  from  whence  they  made 
excurfions  as  occafton  offered  againft  the  Ruffian  and  Polilli 
troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  king.  By  a detachment  of  troops 
from  this  fortrefs,  the  citadel  of  Cracow  was  taken  by  fur- 
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prize  ; a.  gallant  exploit,  and  which  merits  a particular  de- 

« Icription.  The  perfon  who  lliewed  us  the  palace  was  hina-. 

felf  prefent,  when  the  Polidi  troops  ifliied  from  a fubterrane- 
ous  paflage,  and  furprized  the  Rullian  garrifon,  confiifing  of 
87  troops.  About  four  in  the  morning  a party  of  76  con- 
federates, all  of  whom  were  Poles,  led  by  a lieutenant 
whofe  name  was  Bytranowfki,  entered  the  palace  through  a 
common  fewer,  without  being  difeovered,.  and  repairing 
to  the  main-guard  inftantly  fell  upon  the  Ruffians  : the 
latter  were  fo  confounded  with  the  fuddennefs  of  the. 
affault,  that  they  all  yielded  themfelves  prifbners  without 
the  lead:  refiftance,  and  the  Poles  became  mailers  of  the  ci- 
tadel. Two  or  three  Ruffians,  were  killed  at  the  firfl  onfet, 
and  the  remainder  were  confined  in  a dungeon.  One  foldier 
however  found  means  to  efcape  by  climbing  the  wall  of  the 
citadel,  and  alarmed  the  Ruffian  foldiers  within  the  town  ; 
ihefe  without  delay  attacked  the  caftie,  but,  receiving  a warm 
fire  from  the  confederates,  they  imagined  the  enemy  to  be 
more  nurnerous  than  they  really  were,  and  defifted  from  the 
alfault.  This  event happened  on  the  2d  of  February,  1772. 
The  fame  evening  Monfieur  de  Ghoify,  in  the  fervice  of  the 
confederates  of  Landfkron,  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
fuccefs.of  the  enterprize,,  advanced  towards  Cracow  at  the 

* In  moft  of  the  accounts  publiflied  of  foldier,  was  not  con^ned  with  the  garrifon  , 
this  tranfadion,  it  is  faid  that  the  confede-  in  the  dungeon  : he  had,  therefore,  every 
rates  were  led  by  a French  ofliccr,  and  that  opportunity  of  being  informed  of  the  truth: 
ihcre  were  feverai  Frenchmen  amongft  them,  at  the  fame  time  it  is  poflible,  that  his  par- 
1 have  related  Amply  tlie  account  which  I tiality  to  his  countrymen  might  have  induced 
received  from  the  (ieward  of  the  palace,  who  him  to  give  the  whole  honour  to  tlie  Fobs, 
repeatedly  affured  me,  tliat  there  was  not  Monfieur  Viofmsnil  iS;  the  French  officer, 
one  Frenchman  amongfl  them  ; tliat  they  generally  mentioned  as  leading  this  entcr- 
were  led  hy  a Polifli  lieutenant,  whofe  name  j)riring  band  of  confederates  through  the 
*va6  bytranowfki.  The  fiewaid  was  himfelf  lubterrancous  pafTage. 
prefent  at  the  tranfaftion,  and  as  he  was  no 
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head  of  800  confederates  (amongft  whom  were  30  or  40  chap. 
Frenchmen,  moft  of  them  officers),  and,  having  defeated  a . 
detachment  of  200  Ruffians,  was  received  into  the  citadel. 

But  the  Ruffian  garrifon  in  the  town,  which  before  conhfted 
of  only  400  men,  being  likewife  reinforced,  the  confederates 
in  the  citadel  underwent  a regular  fiege  : they  defended 
themfelves  with  the  moft  undaunted  fpirit  for  the  fpace  of 
three  months  ; and  at  length  capitulated  upon  the  moft  ho- 
nourable terms. 

I examined  the  fubterraneous  paffiige  through  which  the 
76  confederates  introduced  themfelves  into  the  palace  : it  is 
a drain  which  conveys  all  the  filth  from  the  interior  parr  of 
the  palace  to  a fmall  opening  without  the  walls  near  the  Vif- 
tula.  They  entered  this  fmall  opening,  and  crawled  upon 
their  hands  and  knees  a conliderable  way,  one  behind  an- 
other, until  they  came  out  through  a hole  in  the  walls  of  the 
palace ; fo  that  if  the  Ruffians  had  either  been  apprized  of 
their  attempt,  or  had  over-heard  them  in  their  palfage,  not 
one  perfon  could  have  efcaped  ; the  danger  was  great,  but  it 
lliows  what  fpirit  and  perfeverance  will  efte^l. 

Having  viewed  the  palace,  we  vifited  the  adjoining  cathe- 
dral, which  ftands  within  the  walls  of  the  citadel.  In  this 
cathedral  all  the  fovereigns,  from  the  time  of  Ladiilaus 
Loketec,  have  been  interred,  a few  only  excepted,  viz.  Louis 
and  Ladiflaus  III.  who  were  kings  of  Hungary  as  well  as  of 
Poland,  and  whofe  bodies  were  depofited  in  Hungary; 
Alexander,  who  died  and  was  buried  at  Vilna  ; Henry  of 
Valois,  interred  in  France ; and  the  late  monarch  Auguftus 
III.  The  laws  of  Poland  are  as  exprefs  and  minute  in  re- 
gulating the  burial  as  the  eletftion  and  coronation  of  the 
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BO^OK  Lings  ; and,  as  many  curious  circumftances  attend  their  in- 
terment,  I fhall  take  this  opportunity  of  laying  the  cere- 
mony before  the  reader. 

Since  Warfaw  has  become  the  royal  refldence,  and  the 
place  for  the  ele6tion  of  the  kings  of  Poland,  the  body  of 
the  deceafed  prince  muft  be  carried  firft  to  that  city,  where 
it  remains  until  the  nomination  of  the  new  fovereign  has 
taken  place  ; it  is  then  tranfported  in  great  Rate  to  Cracow, 
and,  two  days  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  ceremony  of  ‘ 
the  coronation,  the  king  ele6t,  preceded  by  the  great  officers 
of  hate,  with  their  rods  of  office  pointing  to  the  ground, 

• joins  the  funeral  proceffion  as  it  paffes  through  the  ftreets, 
and  follows  the  body  to  the  church  of  St.  Staiiiflaus,  where 
the  burial  fervice  is  performed  : the  remains  are  then  de- 
pofited  in  the  cathedral  adjoining  to  the  palace.  It  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  laws  of  Poland,  that  the  funeral  of  the  deceafed 
monarch  ffiould  immediately  x)recede  the  coronation  of  the 
new  fovereign ; and  that  the  king  eledf  ffiould  be  under  a 
neceffity  of  attending  the  obfequies  of  his  predeceflbr.  Hif- 
torians  have  fagely  remarked,  that  this  lingular  cullom  was 
inffituted,  in  order  to  imprefs  the  new  king  with  the  uncer- 
tainty of  human  grandeur ; and  to  remind  him  of  his  duty, 
by  mixing  the  hon'ors  of  death  with  the  pomp  and  dignity 
of  his  new  llation  ; yet  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  this  pre- 
caution has  not  hitherto  been  produ£live  of  any  vilible  ef- 
fcdls,  as  it  does  not  appear  that  the  kings  of  Poland  have  go- 
verned with  greater  wifdom  andjuffice  than  other  potentates, 
hut  it  is  molt  j)robablc,  that  this  cuftom  took  its  rife  from 
the  habits  of  exterior  homage,  which  the  Poles  affedt  to  pay 
to  their  fovereign  in  compenfation  for  the  fubllantial  dignity 
which  they  withhold  from  him  : this  fpirit  of  mock-reve- 
xcnce  they  extend  beyond  the  grave  ; and  while  they  fcarcely 
4 allow 


allow  the  reigning  king  the  fliadow  of  real  aiithority,  heap 
upon  a deceafed  monarch  every  poflible  trapping  of  imperial 
honour. 

The  fepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Poland  are  not  diftinguiflied 
hy  any  peculiar  magnificence  : their  figures  are  carved  in 
marble  of  no  extraordinary  workmanfiiip,  and  fome  are 
without  iiifcriptions. 

I felt. a ftrong  fentiment  of  veneration  at  approaching  the 
aflies  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  whom  I confider  as  one  of  the 
greatefi:  princes  that  ever  adorned  a throne.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, the  brilliancy  and  magnificence  of  his  reign,  his  war- 
like atchievements,  nor  even  his  patronage  of  the  arts  and 
fciences  ; but  his  legiflative  abilities,  and  his  wonderful  be- 
neficence to  the  inferior  clafs  of  his  fiibjedts,  that  infpired  me 
with  a reverence  for  his  chara61:er. 

Cafimir  was  born  in  1310;  and  in  1333  afcendcd  the 
throne  of  Poland,  upon  the  demife  of  his  father  Ladiflaus 
Loketec.  The  Polifli  hiftorians  dwell  with  fingular  com- 
placency upon  his  reign,  as  the  molf  glorious  and  happy 
period  of  their  hiftory  and  record  with  peculiar  pleafure 
the  virtues  and  abilities  of  this  great  and  amiable  monarch  ; 
nor  are  their  praifes  the  echoes  of  flattery,  for  they  wevs 
moftly  written  fubfequent  to  his  death,  wdien  another  family 
was  feated  upon  the  throne.  In  perufing  the  reign  of  Car 
fimir,  we  can  hardly  believe  that  we  are.  reading  the  hiflory 
of  the  fovereign  of  a barbarous  people  in  the  beginning  of . 
the  fourteenth  century  ; it  feems  as  if,  by  the  afcendancy  of 
his  fuperior  genius,  he  had  got'the  ftart  of  the  age  in  which  . 
he  flourifhed,  and  had  anticipated  the  knowledge  and  im-  - 
provements  of  the  fucceeding  and  more  enlightened  periods. 

From  the  moment  of  his  acceflion  his  firfl:  care  w^as  to  fe- 
cure  his  kingdom  againfl:  foreign  enemies ; ^YUh  this  view 

he 
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BooK  hg  attacked  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order,  with  whom 
V — / Polanddiad.long  been  in  an  almoft  continual  ftate  of  warfare, 
and  obliged  them  to  purchafe  a peace  by  the  ceffion  of  Culm 
and  Cujavia,  which  they  had  wrefted  from  his  father  ; he 
then  reduced  Red  Ruffia,  and  annexed  the  duchy  of  Mafovia 
to  the  dominions  of  Poland.  By  thefe  acquifitions  he  not 
only  extended  the  frontiers  of  his  empire,  but  rendered  his 
dominions  lefs  liable  to  fudden  invafions.  But  thefe  great 
fuccefles  were  not  able  to  excite  in  his  bread  the  fatal  fpirit 
of  military  enterprize ; he  always  confidered  war  as  a mat- 
ter of  neceliity,  not  of  choice,  and  as  the  means  of  fafety 
rather  than  of  glory 

Having  fecured  his  frontiers,  as  well  by  his  vidtories  as 
by  treaties  with  the  neighbouring  powers,  he  turned  his 
whole  attention  to  the  interior  adminidration  of  his  king- 
dom ; he  built  feveral  towns,  enlarged  and  beautified  others  t 
fo  that  Dlugofiius  t,  who  wrote  in  the  following  century, 
fays  of  him,  ‘‘  Poland  is  indebted  to  Cafimir  for  the  greated 
“ part  of  her  churches,  palaces,  fortrefies,  and  towns  add- 
ing metaphorically,  “ that  he  found  Poland  of  wood,  and 
left  her  of  marble.”  He  patronized  letters,  and  founded 
the  academy  of  Cracow ; he  promoted  indudry  and  en- 
couraged trade  : elegant  in  his  manners  and  magnificent  in 
his  court,  he  was  oeconomical  without  meannefs,  and  liberal 
without  prodigality. 

* Mitis  ingcnio,  et  quietus  quam  armo-  niam,  quam  luteam,  ligneam,  & fqualidain 
rum  appetentior.  Florus  Pol.  p.  ii6.  reperierat,  lateritiam,  gloriofam,  & incly- 

f Tantus  enim  illi  ad  magnificandum,  tarn,  ficut  evenit,  relinquerit.  Nam  quic- 
locupletandumque  Regnum  Polonia:  inerat  quid  Polouia  in  caftris,  ecclefiis,  civitatibus, 
amor,  ut  graviflimos  & notabiles  fumptus,  curiis,  & domibus  murorum  continer,  id 
in  erigendis  ex  muro  ecclefiis,  caftris,  civi-  pro  majori  parte  ab  ipfo  Cafimiro  rege,  & 
tatibus,  & curiis,  facicndo  ad  id  omnem  fo-  fuis  regiis  fuinptibus  eft  perfedtiun.  Lib.  IX. 
licitudinem  curamqne  intenderat,  ut  Polo-  p.  1164. 
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He  was  the  great  legiflator  of  Poland  : finding  his  country  chap. 
without  any  written  laws,  he  reviewed  all  the  ufages  and' — . — > 
cuftoms,  and  digefted  them,  with  fome  additions,  into  a re- 
gular code,  which  he  ordered  to  be  publifiied.  He  fimplified 
and  improved  the  courts  of  juftice  ; he  was  eafy  of  accefs 
to  the  meanefi:  as  well  as  the  higheft  of  his  fubjedls,  and 
folicitous  to  relieve  the  peafants  from  the  opprefiions 
of  the  nobility  : fuch  indeed  was  the  tendernefs  he  fiiowed 
to  that  injured  clafs  of  men,  and  fo  many  were  the  privileges 
which  he  conferred  upon  them,  that  the  nobles  ufed  to  call 
him  out  of  derifion  Rex  Rujiicorum^  the  king  of  the  pea- 
fants ; perhaps  the  moil  noble  appellation  that  ever  was 
bellowed  upon  a fovereign,  and  far  to  be  preferred  to  the 
titles  of  magnificent  and  great,  which  have  been  fo  often 
laviflied  rather  upon  the  perfecutors  than  the  benefadors  of 
mankind.  Human  nature  is  never  perfed  ; Cafimir  was 
not  without  his  failings  : voluptuous  and  fenfual,  he  puflied 
the  pleafures  of  the  table  to  an  excefs  of  intemperance  ; 
and  his  inordinate  paffion  for  women  led  him  into  fome 
adions,  inconfiilent  with  the  general  tenor  of  honour  and 
integrity  which  diilinguiil'ies  his  charader.  But  thefe  dc- 
feds  influenced  chiefly  his  private,  and  not  his  public  de- 
portment ; or,  to  ufe  the  exprefllon  of  a Polifli  hiftorian, 
his  private  failings  were  redeemed  by  his  public  virtues  f : 
and  it  is  allowed  by  all,  that  no  fovereign  ever  more  con- 
fulted  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjeds,  or  was  more  beloved  at 
home  or  refpeded  abroad.  After  a long  reign  of  40  years 
he  was  thrown  from  his  horfe  as  he  was  hunting,  and  died 
after  a fliort  illnefs  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age,  carrying 

* Adeuntlbus  fucilis,  querimonlas  etiam  enm  patebat  accell’iis.  Dhigoiruis. 
infimorum  audivit,  &c.  Sarnifki.  Cuilibet  f Redimens  vitia  virtiuibus,  Dliigoiruia. 
condition!,  generi,  atque  retati  facilis  ad 
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BOOK  r^vitli  him  to  the  grave  the  regret  of  his  fubje6tsj  and  a claim 
— ^to  the  veneration  of  pofterity.  He  is  defcribed  (for  the 
figure  of  fo  amiable  a chara6ler  cannot  fail  to  be  interefting) 
as  tall  in  his  perfon,  and  inclined  to  corpulency,  v/ith  a ma- 
jeftic  afpe6l,  thick  and  curling  hair,,  long  beard,  with  a ftrong 
voice  fomewhat  lifping 

Next  to  the  remains  of  Cafimir  repofe  the  afhes  of  La- 
diflaus  t II.  known  by  the  appellation  of  Jaghellon,  the  fa« 
ther  of  a race  of  kings  called  from  him  the  Jaghellon  line. 
This  fovereign  was  originally  duke  of  Lithuania^  and,  toge- 
ther v/ith  his  fubjedis,  a worfhiper  of  idols ; but  having 
embraced  Chriftianity , and  efpoufed  Hedwige  fecond  daughter 
of  Louis,  he  obtained  the  throne  of  Poland.  This  event 
happened  in  1386,  in  which  year  he  was  publicly  baptized, 
married,  and  crowned  at  Cracow,  and  affumed  a new  bap- 
tifmal  name  of  Ladiflaus  II.;  he  died  in  1434  in  a very 
advanced  age,  in  the  5Qth  year  of  a long  and  glorious 
reign. 

Among  his  poflerity,  whofe  bodies  are  depofited  in  this 
cathedral,  the  moft  memorable  is  Sigifmond  I.  a great  and 
able  monarch,  the  protedtcr  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  which 
made  no  inconfiderable  figure  under  his  aufpices.  He  is 
reprefented,  however,  as  not  fufficiently  watchful  over  the 
royal  prerogative  and  as  yielding  too  eafily  to  the  encroach- 

Vir  Ilaturi  elcvata,  corpore  cralTo,  fumed  the  regal  authority,  lie  ought  to  be 
fronte  vcnerabili,  crine  circincx  et  abun-  called  Ladillaus  II.  Ladiflaus  Inter  Polonije 
daiite,  barba  promifsa,  voce  aliquantulum  reges  illius  nominis  fecundus.  Lengnich, 
Lalbfi  fed  fonora.  Hift.  Pol.  p.  31. 

DecclTit  Cafiir.irus  n.  137c,  fays  Lengnich,  J Ab  hoc  potilTimum  rege  nimis  ihdul- 
cui  Polonia  leges,  judicia,  cultum,  plurimas  gente,  licentia  nobilitatis  incrementa  contra 
civitatcs,  arccs,  ct  alia  cdificia  debet.  Ilifl.  jura  majeflatis,  cum  injuria  fuccedentium 
Pol.  p,  25.  regum,  et  reipub.  decremento,  fumere  et 

t lie  is  fometimes  called  Ladiflaus  IV.  prsevalere  coepit,  ut  fapientes,  &c.  De 
and  fometimes  Ladiflaus  V,  j but  reckoning  Script.  Pol.  &c.  p.  4, 
from  the  time  the  fovereigns  of  Poland  af- 
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merits  of  the  nobility  to  the  injury  of  fucceeding  monarchs, 
and  the  detriment  of  the  republic.  But  thefe  compli-' — gl- 
ances admit  of  great  palliation,  when  we  refledt,  that  the 
nobles,  to  whom  they  were  made,  had  raifed  him  to  the 
throne,  and  were  become  nearly  uncontroulable  by  the  con* 
ceflions  of  his  immediate  predeceflbrs. 

As  I viewed  the  tomb  of  Sigifmond  Augulfus,  fon  of  tlie 
laft  mentioned  monarch,  I recollected,  not  without  a mixture 
of  regret  and  fympathy  for  this  unhappy  country,  that  in 
him  terminated  that  hereditary  influence,  which  had  given 
tranquillity  during  a long  fucceflion  of  fovereigns  to  the 
diets  of  election ; and  that  upon  his  deatli  all  thofe  trou- 
bles and  confufions,  which  are  infcparable  from  a crown 
wholly  elective,  broke  in  upon  the  kingdom.  From  this 
period  the  cabals  and  convulfions,  continually  recurring  at 
every  appointment  of  a new  fovereign,  rapidly  impaired  the 
ftrength  of  the  ftate  and  the  dignity  of  the  fovereign.  The 
Poles  gradually  loft  their  confequence  among  foreign  powers ; 
and  the  authority  of  fucceeding  kings  depended  more  on 
their  own  perfonal  abilities,  and  accidental  circumltamces, 
than  on  any  permanent  principle  of  vigour  inherent  in  the 
crown,  which  has  been  nearly  Itripped  of  all  its  prerogatives. 

The  firlt  of  the  new  fucceflion,  whofe  remains  are  in- 
terred in  this  church,  is  Stephen  Bathori  prince  of  Tranfyl- 
vania,  eleCted  in  1576,  upon  the  abdication  of  Henry  of  Va- 
lois : he  owed  his  elevation  to  his  marriage  with  Anne 
daughter  of  Sigifmond  I. ; a princefs  who,  being  in  the 
5 2d  year  of  her  age,  was  not  endowed  with  any  winning 
attractions,  if  flie  had  not  brought  a kingdom  for  her  por- 
tion. The  epitaph  upon  his  tomb  juftly  afcribes  to  Stephen 
a long  catalogue  of  civil  and  military  virtues. 
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I came  next  to  the  fepnlchre  of  his  fucceffor  Sigifmond 
' III.  fon  of  John  III.  king  of  Sweden,  and  of  Catharine 
daughter  of  Sigifmond  L : ele6led  king  of  Poland  in  1587, 
he  revived  in  his  perfon,  on  the  female  fide,  the  race  of  the 
Jaghelion  family.  He  was  raifed  to  the  throne  of  this 
country  while  he  was  prince  royal  of  Sweden  ; and,  upon 
the  death  of  his  father  in  1592,  pofTeiTed  both  crowns ; but 
he  gradually  loft  all  authority  in  Sweden,  and  was  at  length 
formally  depofed  by  the  ftates  of  that  kingdom-.  He  owed 
his  expulfion  from  Sweden  to  his  partiality  for  Poland,  to 
his  bigoted  zeal  for  the  catholic  religion,  and  above  all  to  the 
fuperior  genius  of  his  uncle  and  rival  Charles  IX.  He  ex^ 
pired  in  the  46th  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  67th  of  his 
age. 

Near  the  body  of  Sigifmond  lie  thofe  of  his  two  fons  ; the 
eldeft  named  Ladiilaus  IV.  elected  king  of  Poland  upon 
the  demife  of  his  father,  fupported  the  dignity  of  his  crown 
with  reputation  and  honour ; the  fecond,  John  Calimir,  was 
a prince,  whofe  charader  and  adventures  are  too  lingular  to 
be  paired  over  without  particular  notice. 

John  Calimir,  fon  of  Sigifmond  III.  by  a fecond  wife  Anne, 
filler  of  the  emperor  Ferdinand  II.  was  educated  in  his  fa- 
ther’s court,  upon  whofe  death  his  mother  endeavoured,  but 
without  effecft,  to  procure  his  eledtion  to  the  throne,  in  op- 
polition  to  his  elder  brother  Ladiilaus  IV.  Repulfed  from 
the  throne,  he  contracted  a difguft  to  Poland,  and  undertook 
a journey  to  Spain  with  a view  of  offering  his  fervices  to  his 
coulin  Philip  IV.  then  at  war  with  France.  Palling  through 
Auftria  and  Trent  into  Italy,  at  Genoa  he  embarked  in  a 
veflcl  bound  to  Spain  ; but,  prompted  by  .curiolity,  he  ven- 
tured 
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tured  to  land  incognito  at  Marfeilles  : being  difcovered,  he  chap. 

was  arretted  by  order  of  the  court  of  France,  and,  on  account > 

of  his  conne6tion  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  clofely  impri- 
foned  for  the  fpace  of  two  years  Being  at  length  releafed 
at  the  interceffion  of  his  brother  the  king  of  Poland,  he  re- 
paired to  Rome,  and  there,  either  out  of  devotion  or  caprice, 
entered  into  the  order  of  the  Jefuits.  Afterwards,  grown 
weary  of  his  fun6tion,  he  quitted  that  order,  and  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank ‘of  cardinal.  Upon  the  death  of  his  bro- 
ther Ladiflans  IV.  being  abfolved  from  his  vows  by  the 
pope,  he  was  elected  king  of  Poland  ; and,  having  obtainevl 
a difpenfation,  married  his  brother’s  widow  Louifa  Maria 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Nevers,  a woman  of  great  beauty 
and  ftill  greater  fpirit,  who  blended  devotion  with  a Ifrong 
propenfity  to  political  intrigues  : the  foul  of  her  hufband’s 
councils,  fhe  may  be  faid  to  have  reigned  over  Poland,  while 
he  was  only  nominal  king.  Such  was  her  afcendancy,  that 
fhe  prevailed  upon  him  to  folicit  the  nomination  of  the  duke 
of  Enguien  fon  of  the  great  Conde  for  his  fuccelFor  ; a 
meafure  fo  contradidtory  to  the  firR  principles  of  the  Polifii 
conftitution,  as  well  as  to  his  coronation  oath,  excited  a ge- 
neral difeontent,  and’ threw  the  kingdom  into  the  moft  vio- 
lent commotions. 

The  reign  of  John  Calimir  was  active  and  turbulent,  me- 
morable for  the  revolt  of  the  Golfacs  of  the  Ukraine,  for  the 
unfuccefsful  wars  with  Sweden,  and  for  the  infurreiRioiis  of 
the  nobility.  Though,  fo  far  from  being  deficient  in  mili- 
tary courage,  that  in  every  defperate  emergency  he  always 
commanded  his  troops  in  perfon  ; though,  to  ufc  his  own 
expreflion,  the  firfh  to  attack,  and  the  lafi;  to  rc— 
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enterprizing  fx^irit  of  his  brother  Ladiflaus  IV.  he  was  ac- 

cufed  by  the  Poles  of  indolence  and  pufillanimity.  His  po- 
litical fagacity  ax^x^ears  from  his  predidfions,  that  Poland,  en- 
feebled by  the  anarchy  of  its  government,  and  the  licenti- 
oufnefs  of  the  nobles,  would  necelTarily  be  difmembered  by 
the  neighbouring  powers.  Worn  out  at  length  with  the 
cares  of  royalty,  fliocked  at  the  diftreffed  Rate  of  the  king- 
dom, difcontented  with  the  factions  of  the  nobility,  afflidted 
at  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  impelled  by  the  verfatility  of  his 
difpofition,  he  abdicated  the  throne  in  the  20th  year  of  his 
reign,  and  in  the  68th  of  his  age.  This  extraordinary  event 
hapx^ened  on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  1668,  before 
a general  diet  affembled  at  Warfaw  : the  fcene  was  affecSl- 
ing ; the  condudt  of  the  king  manly  and  refolute ; and  his 
fx^eech  upon  that  event  is  the  fineft  piece  of  pathetic  elo- 
quence that  hiftory  has  ever  recorded  t. 

Soon  after  his  abdication  he  retired  into  France,  and  again 
embraced  the  ecclehaftical  x^rofeflion.  Louis  XIV.  who 
X^rided  himfelf  in  affording  an  afylum  to  abdicated  fovereigns, 
gave  him  the  abbeys  of  St.  Germain  and  St.  Martin,  without 
which  he  would  have  had  no  means  of  fubfiftence,  as  Po- 
land foon  with-held  his  x^enfion ; a proof  that  the  tears 
which  were  fired  at  his  abdication  were  not  fincere.  Not- 
withflanding  his  ccclefiaftical  engagements,  John  Calimir 
could  not  withfland  the  attradtions  of  Marie  Mignot,  a wo- 
man, who,  from  being  a laundrefs,  had  been  married  firft  to 
a counfellor  of  Grenoble,  and  afterwards  to  the  marflial  de 
Ifllofpital.  She  was  a widow  when  die  attradled  the  notice 
of  the  abdicated  king,  and  lb  powerful  was  the  imx^reffion  he 

*'  “ J'.iim  me  efTe,  fiui  primus  in  pra;Iiis,  lufki,  Ej).  v.  I.  p,  57. 

“ p'lflremus  in  clifcriminc  ct  receiru.”  Za-  f Sec  Zaluflii,  Epift.  v.  I.  p.  57 
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received,  that  it  was  fufpedied  he  was  fecretly  married  to  her.  chap. 
Cafimir  is  reprefented,  by  thofe  who  knew  him  in  his  re- ' — . — 
tirement,  as  eafy  and  familiar  in  his  converfation,  and  dif- 
pleafed  with  receiving  any  honours  or  titles  due  to  his  for- 
mer rank  He  furvived  his  abdication  only  four  years,, 
and  died  at  Nevers  on  the  i6th  of  December,  1672.  His 
body  was  brought  to  this  city,  and  buried  in  the  cathedral 
at  the  fame  time  with  that  of  his  fucceffor  Michael,  the  day 
before  the  coronation  of  John  Sobiefki. 

Upon  approaching  the  remains  of  John  Sobieflci,  I recol- 
lected that  when  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  entered  Cracow  he 
vilited  thefe  tombs,  in  order  to  pay  a mark  of  refpeCt  to  the 
memory  of  that  great  monarch  : he  is  reported,  as  he  hung 
,with  reverence  over  his  fepulchre,  to  have  cried  out,  “ What 
‘‘  a pity  that  fo  great  a man  Ihould  ever  die  !”  May  we  not 
alfo  exclaim,  what  a pity  that  a perfon,  fo  imprelfed  with  a 
fenfe  of  Sobielld’s  virtues,  fliould  adopt  only  the  military  part 
of  his  character  for  the  objeCt  of  his  imitation  ! How  infi- 
nitely inferior  is  the  Swedifh  to  the  Polifh  fovereign  ! The 
former,  dead  to  all  the  finer  feelings  of  humanity,  was  awake 
only  to  the  calls  of  ambition;  every  other  fentiment  being- 
loft  in  the  ardour  for  military  honours.  If  perfonal  courage 
be  fufiicient  to  conflitute  an  hero,  he  pofTefled  that  quality 
in  a fuperior  degree  ; but  it  was  rather  the  bravery  of  a 
common  foldier  than  of  a general.  Sobiefki,  even  upon  that 
ground,  has  an  equal  title  to  fame  ; for  his  valour  w'as  no 
lefs  diftinguiflied,  and  was  fuperior  in  this  refpeCt,  that  it 
was  not  clouded  with  raflmefs,  but  tempered  with  prudence. 
Though  the  firft  general  of  his  age,  he  placed  not  his  foie 
ambition  in  military  glory  ; he  was  great  in  peace  as  well  as 
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' — ^I_^ment,  he  defended  his  country  from  impending  danger, 
raifed  her  from  her  falling  Rate,  and  delayed  during  his 
reign  the  aera  of  her  decline  ; while  Charles,  who  was  defi- 
cient in  civil  virtues,  plunged  Sweden,  which  he  found 
highly  profperous,  into  ruin  and  defolation  : in  a word, 
Charles  had  the  qualities  of  a knight  errant,  and  Sobiefki 
the  virtues  of  an  hero 

About  an  Englifii  mile  from  Cracow  are  the  remains  of 
an  old  ftrucRure,  called  the  palace  of  Cafimir  the  Great, 
which  my  veneration  for  that  fovereign  induced  me  to  vifit, 
as  there  is  a fingular  pleafure  arifing  from  feeing  the  fpot 
that  was  once  dignified  by  the  refidence  of  a favourite  cha- 
radfer.  Little,  I imagine,  of  the  original  palace,  as  it  was 
built  by  Cafimir,  exifts  at  prefent.  In  the  inner  court  are 
the  remains  of  a corridore  with  pillars  of  the  Doric  order; 
and  upon  one  of  the  fide  walls  I obferved  the  white-eagle  of 
Poland  carved  in  fiione,  and  around  it  an  infcription  feem- 
ingly  in  old  Gothic  charadters,  of  which  I could  only  make 
out  Ann.  Dom.  M.CCCLXVII,  which  anfwers  to  the  aera  of 
Cafimir,  who  died  in  1370.  Several  marble  columns  were 
fcattered  around,  which  fliowed  the  antient  magnificence  of 
the  building.  The  greatefi:  part  of  the  fabric  was  evidently 
of  later  date  than  the  reign  of  Cafimir^  and  was  probably 
confirudled  by  fucceeding  fovereigns  upon  the  foundation  of 
the  antient  palace;  perhaps  by  Stephen  Bathori,  as  I could 
trace  in  one  place  an  infcription,  Stephanus  Dei  gratia ; and 
alfo  by  Sigifmond  III.  as  I plainly  difeovered  his  cypher  with 
the  wheat- fiieaf,  the  arms  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  from  whom  he 
was  lineally  defeended. 

• See  an  account  of  Sobiefki’s  death  and  family,  Chap.  IV,  of  this  book. 
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This  pjilace  was  the  principal  rehdence  of  Gafimin  in  the 
garden  is  a mound  of  earth,  or  one  of  thofe  barrows  before  > — , — 
mentioned,  which  is  called  the  tomb  of  Either  the  fair 
Jewefs,  who  was  the  favourite  miltrefs  of  that  monarch. 

To  the  influence  of  Either  it  is  faid  the  Jev/s  owe  the  nume- 
rous privileges  enjoyed  by  them  in  Poland,  which  is  called 
the  paradife  of  the  Jews.  But  when  I confider  the  charadter 
of  Gafimir,  I conceive  that  they  were  indebted  for  their 
favourable  reception  in  Poland  more  to  his  policy  than  to  his 
affedtion  for  his  miftrefs ; for  in  thofe  times  the  Jews 
were  the  richeft  and  moll  commercial  individuals  in  Euroi^e  % 
by  allowing  them  therefore  to  fettle  in  Poland,  and  by  grant- 
ing thern  fome  extraordinary  immunities,  he  introduced  trade 
and  much  wealth  into  his  dominions.  The  number  of  Jew  s 
is  now  prodigious  'i'*,  and  they  have  in  a manner  engroffed 
all  the  commerce  of  the  country  ; yet  this  flourifliing  flate 
of  affairs  muft  not  be  attributed  folely  to  the  edidls  of  Gali- 
mir  in  their  favour,  but  to  the  indullry  of  thofe  extraordi- 
nary people,  to  the  indolence  of  the  gentry,  and  oppreffed 
condition  of  the  peafants. 

» See  p.  137, 
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CHAP.  II. 


Mode  of  fainting  and  drefs  of  the  Poles.- — Account  of  the  f alt- 
mines  of  extent  and  profit. ^Journey  to 

W arfaw. 


'he  Poles  feem  a lively  people,  and  ufe  much  a6tion  in 


their  ordinary  converfation.  Their  common  mode  of 
faliite  is  to  incline  their  heads,  and  to  ftrike  their  breaft  with 
one  of  their  hands,  while  they  ilretch  the  other  towards  the 
ground ; but  when  a common  perfon  meets  a fuperior,  he 
bows  his  head  almoft  to  the  earth,  waving  at  the  fame  time 
his  hand,  with  which  he  touches  the  bottom  of  the  leg  near 
the  heel  of  the  perfon  to  whom  he  pays  his  obeifance.  The 
men  of  all  ranks  generally  wear  whilkers,  and  Ihave  their 
heads,  leaving  only  a circle  of  hair  upon  the  crown.  The 
fummer  drefs  of  the  peafants  conlifts  of  nothing  but  a fliirt 
and  drawers  of  coarfe  linen,  without  fhoes  or  ftockings,  with 
round  caps  or  hats.  The  women  of  the  lower  clafs  wear  upon 
their  heads  a wrapper  of  white  linen,  under  which  their  hair 
is  braided,  and  hangs  down  in  two  plaits.  I obferved  feveral 
of  them  with  a long  piece  of  white  linen  hanging  round 
the  fide  of  their  faces,  and  covering  their  bodies  below  their 
knees  : this  lingular  kind  of  veil  makes  them  look  as  if 
they  were  doing  penance. 

The  drefs  of  the  higher  orders,  both  men  and  women, 
is  uncommonly  elegant.  That  of  the  gentlemen  is  a 
waiftcoat  v/ith  llecves,  over  which  they  wear  an  upper  robe 
4 • - of 
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of  a different  colour,  which  reaches  down  below  the  knee,  chap. 
and  is  fastened  round  the  waift  with  a fafli  or  girdle  ; the . . 

fleeves  of  this  upper  garment  are  in  warm  weather  tied 
behind  the  fhoulders ; a fabre  is  a neceffary  part  of  their 
drefs  as  a mark  of  nobility.  In  fummer,  the  robe,  See.  is 
of  filk  ; in  winter,  of  cloth,  velvet,  or  fluff,  edged  with  fur. 

They  wear  fur- caps  or  bonnets,  and  bufkins  of  yellow  leather, 
the  heels  of  which  are  plaited  with  iron  or  fleel.  The  drefs 
of  the  ladies  is  a fimple  polonaife,  or  long  robe,  edged  with 
fur. 

The  Poles,  in  their  features,  look,  cuftoms,  drefs,  and 
general  appearance,  refemble  Aliatics  rather  than  Europeans ; 
and  they  are  unqueftionably  defeended  from  Tartar  anceflors. 

A German  hiftorian  well  verfed  in  the  antiquity  of  nations, 
remarks,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  Poles  wear  their 
hair  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  mofl  antient  tokens  of  their  ori- 
gin. So  early  as  the  fifth  century  fome  nations,  who  were 
comprehended  under  the  name  of  Scythians,  had  the  fame 
cuflom.  For  Prifeus  Rhaetor,  who  accompanied  Maximus 
in  his  embaffy  from  Theodofius  II.  to  the  court  of  Attila, 
deferibes  a Scythian  lord,  whole  head  was  fliaved  in  a cir- 
cular form  t,  a mode  perfedly  analogous  to  the  prefent 
fafliion  in  Poland. 

Before  we  quitted  this  part  of  Poland,  we  vifited  the  ce- 
lebrated falt-mines  of  Wielitlka,  which  arc  fituated  within 
eight  miles  of  Cracow.  Thefe  mines  are  excavated  in  a ridge 
of  hills  at  the  Northern  extremity  of  the  chain  which  joins 
to  the  Carpathian  mountains  : they  take  their  appellation 
from  the  fmall  village  of  Wieiitflca ; but  are  fometimes 
called  in  foreign  countries  the  mines  of  Cracow,  from 
their  vicinity  to  that  city. 

f Capitc  in  lotundum  ralb. 
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Upon  onr  arrival  at  Wielitika  we  repaired  to  the  mouth, 
of  the  mine''‘h  Having  faftened  three  feparate  hammocks 
in  a circle  round  the  great  rope  that  is  employed  in  draw- 
ing \vp  the  fait,  we  feated  ourfelves  iii  a commodious  man-- 
ner,  and  were  let  down  gently  without  the  lead  apprehen-. 
lion  of  danger,  about  i6o  yards  below  the  firll  layer  of 
fait.  Quitting  our  hammocks,  we  paffed  a long  and  gra- 
dual defcent,  fometimes  through  broad  palfages  or  galleries., 
capable  of  admitting  feveral  carriages  abreaft  ; fometimes... 
down  Ifeps  cut  in  the  folid  fait,  which  had  the  grandeur  and 
c.ommodioufnds  of  the  Itair-cafe  in  a palace.  We  each  of 
us  carried  a light,  and  feveral  guides  preceded  us  with  lamps, 
in  their  hands,:  the  reflection  of  thefe  lights  upon  the 
glittering  fides  of  the  mine  was  extremely  beautiful,  butj 
did  not  caft  that  luminous  fplendour,  which  fome  writers 
have  compared  to  the  luftre  of  precious  ftones. 

The  fait  dug  from  this’ mine  is  called  Ziebna  or  Green ^ 
Salt,  for  what  reafon  I cannot  determine  for  its  colour  is., 
an  iron  grey  ; whcp  pounded  it  has  a dirty  afli  colour,  like 
what  we  call  brown  fait.  The  quality  of  the  fait  improves 
in  proportion  to  the  depth  of  the  mine:  towards  the.fldes. 
and  furface  it  is  mixed  with  earthy  or  flony  particles  ; , lower,, 
down  it  is  faid  to  be  perfectly  pure,  and  requires  no  other 
procefs  before  it  is  ufed  than  to  be  pounded.  The  fineft  of 
this  grey  fait,  however,  is  of  a weak  quality  when  com- . 
])ared  with  our  common  fea-falt  : it  is  therefore  undoubt- 
eilly  by  no  means  perfectly  pure,  but  is  blended  with  ex-.. 
traneous  mixtures,  though  it  ferves  very  well  for. common  , 
purpofes.  Being  almoft  as  hard  as  ftoiie,  the  miners  hew 
:t  with  pick-axes  and  hatchets,  by  a tedious  operation,  into 


There  are  two  other  openings,  down  one  of  which  , the  miners  defeend  by  fiairs, 
down  the  by  ladv'crs. 
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iiarge  blocks,  many  of  which  weigh  fix  or  feven  hundred  chap. 

pounds.  Thefe  large  mafles  are  raifed  by  a windlas,  but  the  > ] — - 

fmaller  pieces  are  carried  up  by  horfes  along  a winding 
gallery,  which  reaches  to  the  furface  of  the  earth. 

Beflde  grey  fait,  the  miners  fometimcs  difcover  fmall 
cubes  of  white  fait,  as  tranfparent  as  chryftal,  but  not  in 
any  confiderable  quantity ; they  find  hkewife  occafionally 
pieces  of  coal  and  petrified  wood  buried  in  the  fait. 

The  mine  appears  to  be  inexhauftible,  as  will  eafily  be 
conceived  from  the  following  account  of  its  dimenfions.  Its 
known  breadth  is  1115  feet;  its  length  6691  feet;  and 
depth  743  ; and  the  befi:  judges  on  the  fpot  fuppofe,  with 
the  greatefi:  appearance  of  probability,  this  folid  body  of  fait 
to  branch  into  various  diredlions,  the  extent  of  which  cannot 
be  known  : of  that  part  which  has  been  perforated,  the 
depth  is  only  calculated  as  far  as  they  have  hitherto  dug; 
and  who  can  afcertain  how  much  farther  it  may  defcend  ? 

Our  guide  did  not  omit  pointing  out  to  us,  what  he  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  curiofities  of  the  place, , 
feveral  fmall  chapels  excavated  in  the  fait,  in  which  mafs  is  - 
faid  on  certain  days  of  the  year ; one  of  thefe  chapels  is 
above  30  feet  long  and  25  broad;  the  altar,  the  crucifix,., 
the  ornaments  of  the  church,  the  fiatues  of  feveral  faints,  - 
are  all  carved  out  of  the  fait. 

Many  of  the  excavations  or  chambers,  from  whence  the 
fait  has  been  dug,  are  of  an  immenfe  lize  ; fome  are  fup- 
ported  with  timber,  others  by  vafi:  pillars  of  fait,  which  are 
iSft  handing  for  that  purpofe  : feveral  of  vail  dimenfions  are 
without  any  fupport  in  the  middle.  I remarked  one  of  this 
latter  fort  in  particular,  which  was  certainly  80  feet  in  height, 
and  fo  extremely  long  and  broad,  as  almoh  to  appear  amid 

the 
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BOOK  fubterraneous  gloom  without  limits.  The  roofs  of  thefc 
— „ — ^ vaults  are  not  arched,  but  flat.  The  immenfe  flze  of  thefe 
chambers,  with  the  fpacious  paflages  or  galleries,  together 
with  the  chapels  above-mentioned,  and  a few  fheds  built  for 
the  horfes  W’hich  are  foddered  below,  probably  gave  rife  to 
the  exaggerated  accounts  of  fome  travellers,  that  thefe  mines 
contain  feveral  villages  inhabited  by  colonies  of  miners, 
wdio  never  fee  the  light.  It  is  certain  that  there  is  room 
fufhcient  for  fuch  purpofes;  but  the  fadt  is,  that  the  miners 
have  no  dwellings  under  ground,  none  of  them  remaining 
below  more  than  eight  hours  at  a time,  when  they  are  re- 
lieved by  others  from  above.  In  truth,  thefe  mines  are  of 
a moft  flupendous  extent  and  depth,  and  are  fufhciently 
wonderful  without  the  leafl:  exaggeration.  We  found  them 
as  dry  as  a room,  without  the  leafl:  damp  or  moiflure  ; 
obferving  only  in  our  whole  progrefs  one  fmall  fpring  of 
water,  which  is  impregnated  with  fait,  as  it  runs  through  the 
mine. 

Such  an  enormous  mafs  of  fait  exhibits  a wonderful  phse- 
nomenon  in  the  natural  hifliory  of  this  globe.  Monfieur 
Guetard,  who  viflted  thefe  mines  with  great  attention,  and 
who  has  publiflied  a .treatife  upon  the  fubjedf,  informs  us, 
that  the  uppermofl:  bed  of  earth  at  the  furface  immediately 
over  the  mines  is  fand,  the  fecond  clay  occafionally  mixed 
with  fand  and  gravel  and  containing  petrefacfions  of  marine 
bodies,  the  third  calcarious  ftone.  From  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  he  conje61:ures  that  this  fpot  was  formerly  covered  by 
the  fea,  and  that  the  fait  is  a gradual  depoflt  formed  by  the 
evaporation  of  its  waters 


* Sec  Memoire  fui  lc3  Mines  cic  Scl  tie  Wiclitflta  in  Hill,  de  I’Acad.  tics  Sciences  for 
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Thefe  mines  have  now  been  worked  above  600  years,  for  chap. 

they  are  mentioned  in  the  Polifli  annals  lb  early  as  1237^' — . t 

under  Boleflaus  * the  Chafte,  and  not  as  a new  difcovery  : 
how  much  earlier  they  were  known  cannot  now  be  afcer- 
tained.  Their  profits  had  long  been  appropriated  to  the 
king’s  privy  purfe  : before  the  partition  they  furnifiied  a 
confiderable  part  of  his  prefent  majefty’s  revenue,  who  drew 
from  them  an  annual  average  profit  of  about  3,500,000 
Polifh  florins,  or  97,222^.  41.  6d.  fierling.  They  now  be- 
long to  the  emperor,  being  fituated  within  the  province 
which  he  difmembered  from  Poland;  but  at  the  time  we 
vifited  them  they  were  far  from  yielding  a revenue  equal 
to  that  which  they  had  afforded  to  the  king  of  Poland  ; for 
the  Auftrian  commiflioners  imprudently  raifed  the  price  of 
fait,  from  an  idea  that  Poland  could  not  exifl  without  draw- 
ing that  commodity  as  ufual  from  Wielitfica,  and  would 
therefore  be  obliged  to  receive  it  at  any  price.  This  mode 
of  proceeding  offending  the  Poles,,  the  king  of  Pruflia,  with 
his  ufual  fagacity,  did  not  neglebt  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
tending his  commerce ; he  immediately  imported  large  quan^ 
titles  of  fait,  which  he  procured  chiefly  from  Spain,  to  Dant- 
zic,  Memmelj.and  Koningfburg,  from  whence  it  was  con.- 
veyed  up  the  Viftula  into  the  interior  provinces  : by  thefe 
means  he  furniflied  great  part  of  Poland  with  fair,  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  the  inhabitants  could  procure  it  from  the 
houfe  of  Auftria ; and  in  1778  the  mines  of  Wielitfka  only 
fupplied  the  diftricfls  wdiich  immediately  border  upon 
Auftriaii  Poland. 

* Lengnich,  Jiis  Pub.  vol,  1.  p.  249. 
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I never  faw  a road  fo  barren  of  interefting  fcenes  as  that 
from  Cracow  to  Warfaw ; there  is  not  a lingle  objetSt 
throughout  the  whole  tra6t,  which  can  for  a moment  draw 
the  attention  of  the  moif  inquiiitive  traveller. 

The  country,  for  the  moft  part  of  the  way,  was  level,  with 
little  variation  of  furface  : it  was  chiefly  overfpread  with  vafl 
ti  acts  of  thick  gloomy  foreft ; and  even  where  the  country 
was  more  open,  the  diflant  horizon  was  always  fkirted  with 
wood.  The  trees  w^ere  moftly  pines  and  firs,  intermixed 
with  beech,  birch,  and  fmall  oaks.  The  occafional  breaks 
in  the  foreft  prefented  fome  paiture  ground,  with  here  and 
there  a few  meagre  crops  of  corn. 

Without  having  a<Tually  traverfed  it,  I could  hardly  have 
conceived  fo  comfortlefs  a region  : a forlorn  flillnefs  and  fo- 
litude  prevailed  almofl  through  the  whole  extent,  with  few 
fymptoms  of  an  inhabited,  and  ftill  lefs  of  a civilized  country^ 
Though  in  the  high  road,  which  unites  Cracow  and  Warfaw, 
in  the  courfe  of  about  258  Englifh  miles,  w'e  met  in  our 
progrefs  only  two  carriages  and  about  a dozen  carts.  The 
country  w^as  equally  thin  of  human  habitations  : a few' 
ftiaggling  villages,  all  built  of  wood,  fucceeded  one  another 
at  long  intervals,  whofe  miferable  appearance  correfponded 
to  the  wTetchednefs  of  the  country  around  them,  in  thefe 
affcmblages  of  huts,  the  only  places  of  reception  for  travel- 
lers were  hovels,  belonging  to  Jews,  totally  deflitute  of  furni- 
ture and  every  fpecies  of  accommodation.  We  could  feldom 
procure  any  other  room  but  that  in  which  the  family  lived; 
in  the  article  of  provifion  eggs  and  milk  were  our  greatefl 
luxuries,  and  could  not  always  be  obtained  ; our  only  bed 
was  ftraw  thrown  upon  the  ground,  and  we  thought  our- 
felvcs  happy  when  we  could  procure  it  clean.  Even  we, 
I who 
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who  were  by  no  means  delicate,  and  who  had  long  been  ac-  chap. 
cuftomed  to  put  up  with  all  inconveniencies,  found  ourfelves . , 

diftrelTed  in  this  land  of  defolation.  Though  in  moft  coun- 
tries we  made  a point  of  fufpending  our  journey  during 
night,  in  order  that  no  fcene  might  efcape  our  obfervation  ; 
yet  we  here  even  preferred  continuing  our  route  without 
intermiffion  to  the  penance  we  endured  in  thefe  receptacles 
of  filth  and  penury  : and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  deprived  us  of  nothing  but  the  fight 
of  gloomy  forefts,  indifferent  crops  of  corn,  and  objeds  of 
human  mifery. 

The  natives  were  poorer,  humbler,  and  more  miferable 
than  any  people  we  had  yet  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  our 
travels  : wherever  we  flopped,  they  flocked  around  us  in 
crouds  ; and,  afking  for  charity,  ufed  the  mofl  abjedf  gcf- 
tures. 

The  road  bore  as  few  marks  of  human  induflry  as  the 
country  which  it  interfedls.  It  was  beft  where  it  was  fandy  ; 
in  other  parts  it  was  fcarcely  paffable ; and  in  the  marfliy 
grounds,  where  fome  labour  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
make  it  fupport  the  carriages,  it  was  raifed  with  flicks  and 
boughs  of  trees  thrown  promifcuoufly  upon  the  furface,  or 
formed  by  trunks  of  trees  laid  crofsways. 

After  a tedious  journey  we  at  length  approached  Warfaw ; 
but  the  roads  being  neither  more  paffable,  nor  the  country 
better  cultivated,  and  the  fuburbs  chiefly  confifting  of  the 
fame  wooden  hovels  which  compofe  the  villages,  we  had  no 
fufpicion  of  being  near  the  capital  of  Poland  until  we  arrived 
at  its  gates. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Arrival  at  Warfaw. — Defcription  of  the  city. — Journal  of  oc^ 
currences. — Prefentation  to  the  king  of  Poland.. — Palace. 

' — Portraits  of  the  lings  of  Poland. — Literary  fociety. — 
Entertainment  at  the  king'‘s  villa. — Supper  in  prince  Po- 
niatoulki’s  garden. — Lefcription  of  a fete  champetre  given 
at  Povonfki  hy  the  princefs  Zartonilka,  &:c.  See, 

BOOK  ^ I ^HE  lituation  of  Warfaw  is  not  unpleafant  : it  is  built 
. partly  in  a plain,  and  partly  upon  a gentle  afeent  riling 
from  the  banks  of  the  Viftuia,  which  is  about  as  broad  as  the 
Thames  at  Weltminfter-Bridge,  but  very  Ihallow  in  fummer. 
The  city  and  its  luburbs  occupy  a vaft  extent  of  ground ; 
and  are  fuppofed  to  contain  between  lixty  and  feventy  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  among  whom  are  a prodigious  number  of 
foreigners..  The  whole  town  has  a melancholy  appearance, 
exhibiting  that  ftrong  contrail  of  wealth  and  poverty,  luxury 
and  dillrefs,  which  pervades  every  part  of  this  unhappy 
country.  The  llreets  are  fpacious,  but  ill-paved  ; the 
churches  and  public  buildings  are  large  and  magnilicent ; 
the  palaces  of  the  nobility  are  numerous  and  fplendid  ; but 
the  greatell  part  of  the  houfes,  particularly  in  the  fuburbs, 
are  mean  and  ill-conftriufted  wooden  hovels. 

Augull  2.  The  Englilh  minifter  being  abfent  in  the 
(;Quntry,  wc  carried  our  letters  of  recommendation  to  Count 
Ilzewulki  great-rnarllial  of  the  crown,  who  received  us  with 
much  civility,  and  appointed  Sunday  morning  to  prefent  us 
-t  to' 
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to  the  king  at  his  levee.  At  the  hour  appointed  we  repaired 
to  court,  and  were  admitted  into  the  audience-chamber,  v— ./ 
where  the  principal  officers  of  the  crown  were  waiting  for 
his  majefty’s  appearance.  In  this  chamber  I obfervcJ  four 
bufts,  placed  by  order  of  his  prefent  majefty  ; namely,  thofe 
of  Elizabeth  queen  of  England ; Henry  IV.  of  France ; 

John  Sobiefki ; and  the  prefent  emprefs  of  Ruffia. 

At  length  the  king  made  his  appearance ; and  we  were 
prefented.  His  majefty  talked  to  each  of  us  a confiderable 
time  in  the  moft  obliging  manner ; he  faid  many  handfome 
things  of  the  Englifti  nation,  mentioned  his  refidence  in 
London  with  great  appearance  of  fatisfadion,  and  concluded 
by  inviting  us  to  fupper  in  the  evening,  of  which  honour  we 
had  before  had  previous  intimation  from  the  great  marflial. 

The  king  of  Poland  is  handfome  in  his  j:)erfon,  with  an  ex- 
preffive  countenance,  a dark  complexion,  Roman  nofe,  and 
penetrating  eye  : he  is  uncommonly  pleaftng  in  his  addrels 
and  manner,  and  poftefles  great  fweetnefs  of  condefcenfion, 
tempered  with  dignity.  He  had  on  a full  drefled  fuit ; which 
circumftance  I mention  becaufe  he  is  the  firft  king  of  this 
country  who  has  not  worn  the  national  habit,  or  who  has 
not  ffiaved  his  head  after  the  Polifli  cuftom.  His  example 
has  of  courfe  had  many  imitators  : and  I was  much  fur- 
prized  to  fee  fo  few  of  the  chief  nobility  in  the  national 
garb.  The  natives  in  general  are  fo  attached  to  this  drefs, 
that  in  the  diet  of  convocation  which  aftembled  previous  to 
the  election  of  his  prefent  majefty,  it  was  propoied  to  infert 
in  the  PaBa  Conventa  an  article,  whereby  the  king  fliould 
be  obliged  to  wear  the  Poliih  garment : but  this  motion  was 
over-ruled  ; and  he  was  left  at  liberty  to  confult  his  own 
tafte.  At  his  coronation  he  laid  afide  the  antient  regal  habit 
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BOOK  ceremony,  and  appeared  in  robes  of  a more  modern 
— ' fafhion,  with  his  hair  flowing  upon  his  Ihoulders. 

The  levee  being  ended,  we  went  over  the  palace,  which 
was  built  by  Sigifmond  III.  and  which  flnce  his  time  has 
been  the  principal  relidence  of  the  Polifli  monarchs.  Warfaw 
is  far  more  commodious  for  the  capital  than  Cracow,  becaufe 
it  is  fituated  nearer  to  the  center  of  the  kingdom,  and  becaufe 
the  diet  is  aflembled  in  this  city.  The  palace  Hands  upon 
a riling  ground  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  Viftula,  and 
commands  a fine  view  of  that  river  and  of  the  adjacent 
country.  Next  to  the  audience-chamber  is  an  apartment 
fitted  up  with  marble,  which  bis  majefty  has  dedicated,  by 
the  following  infcription,  to  the  memory  of  his  predeceflbrs 
the  kings  of  Poland : Regum  Memori<2  dicavit  Stanijlaus. 
Augujlus  hocce  monumentum^  1 7 7 1 • The  portraits  of  the 
fovereigns  are  ranged  in  chronological  order  : the  feries  be- 
gins from  Boleflaus,  and  is  carried  down  to.  his  prefent  ma- 
jefiy,  whofe  pidure  is  not  yet  finiflied.  Thefe  heads  are  all 
painted  by  Bacciarelli,  and  well  executed : the  portraits  of 
the  earlier  kings  are  fketched  from  the  painter’s  imagination ; 
but  that  of  Ladillaus  11.  and  moft  of  his  fucceflbrs  are  copied 
from  real  originals.  They  altogether  produce  a pleafing 
effe(H,  and  may  be  conlidered  as  an  agreeable  fpecies  of  ge- 
nealogical table. 

In  this  apartment  the  king  gives  a dinner  every  Thurfday 
to  the  men  of  letters,  who  are  mofi:  confpicuous  for  their 
learning  and  abilities  : his  majefty  himfelf  prefides  at  table, 
and  takes  the  lead  in  the  graces  of  converfation  as  much  as 
in  rank  ; and,  though  a fovereign,  does  not  think  it  beneath 
him  to  be  a moft  entertaining  companion.  The  perfons  who 
arc  admitted  to  this  fociety  read  occafionally  treatifes  upon 
4 different 
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different  topics  of  hiftory,  natural  philofophy,  and  other 

mifcellaneous  fubjedls  ; and  as  a code  of  laws  was  at  that « , 

time  compiling  in  order  to  be  prefented  to  the  next  diet, 
parts  of  that  code,  or  obfervations  relating  to  legiflation  in 
general,  and  the  conftitution  of  Poland  in  particular,  were 
introduced  and  perufed.  The  king  ftudioufly  encourages 
all  attempts  to  refine  and  polifli  his  native  tongue,  which  has 
been  much  neglected  during  the  reigns  of  his  two  predecef- 
fbrs,  who  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  Polifh  language.  He 
is  fond  of  poetry  ; accordingly  that  fpecies  of  compofition  is 
much  cultivated  at  thefe  meetings.  The  next  apartment 
was  hung  with  the  portraits  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
fociety. 

In  obedience  to  the  king’s  condefcending  invitation,  we  fat 
off  about  eight  in  the  evening,  and  drove  to  one  of  the 
royal  villas,  fituated  in  the  midfl:  of  a delightful  wood  about 
three  miles  from  Warfaw.  The  villa  isTmall,  confifting  of 
a faloon,  and  four  other  apartments  upon  the  firft  floor,  to- 
gether with  a bath,  from  which  it  takes  its  name  of  la  Mai- 
Jon.de  Bain:  above  flairs  are  the  fame  number  of  rooms; 
each  of  them  fitted  up  in  the  mofl  elegant  manner.  The 
king  received  us  in  the  faloon  with  wonderful  affability  : his 
brother  and  two  of  his  nephews  were  prefent,  and  a few  of 
the  nobility  of  both  fexes,  who  generally  compofe  his  pri- 
vate parties.  There  were  two  tables  for  whifl,  and  thofe 
who  were  not  engaged  at  cards  walked  about,  or  flood  at 
different  fides  of  the  room,  while  the  'icing,  who  feldom 
plays,  converfed  occafionally  with  every  one.  At  about 
half  an  hour  after  nine,  flipper  being  announced,  we  fol-  • 
lowed  the  king  into  an  adjoining  apartment,  where  was  a 
fmall  round  table  with  eight  covers  : the  flipper  confifled 
of  one  courfe  and  a defert.  His  majefly  .fat  down,  but  eat 

nothing ; 
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BOOK  nothing ; he  talked  a great  deal  without  v/holiy  engroffing 

> — , ^the  converfation.  After  fupper  we  repaired  to  the  faloon, 

part  of  the  company  returned  to  their  cards,  while  we,  out 
of  refpedl  to  the  king,  continued  handing,  until  his  majefty 
was  pleafed  to  propofe  fitting  down,  adding  we  fliall  be 
more  at  our  eafe  chatting  round  a table.”  We  accordingly 
feated  ourfelves,  and  the  converfation  lafted  without  inter- 
ruption, and  with  perfect  eafe,  till  midnight,  when  the  king 
retired.  Before  he  withdrew  he  gave  a general  order  to  a 
nobleman  of  the  party,  that  we  fliould  be  conduced  to  fee 
every  objedt  in  Warfaw  worthy  of  a ftranger’s  curiofity.  This 
extraordinary  degree  of  attention  penetrated  us  with  grati- 
tude, and  proved  a prelude  to  hill  greater  honours. 

Auguft  5.  We  had  the  honour  of  dining  with  his  ma- 
jefty at  theftamewilla,  and  experienced  the  fame  eafe  and  af- 
fability of  reception  as  before.  His  majefty  had  hitherto 
■talked  French,  but  he  now  did  me  the  honour  to  ccmverfe 
with  me  in  Englilh,  which  he  fpeaks  remarkably  well.  He 
cxprefted  a great  prediledtion  for  our  nation : he  furprized 
me  by  his  extraordinary  knowledge  of  our  conftitution, 
laws,  and  hiftory,  which  was  fo  circumftantial  and  exadt, 
that  he  could  not  have  acquired  it  without  infinite  applica- 
tion : ail  his  remarks  were  pertinent,  juft,  and  rational.  He 
is  familiarly  acquainted  with  our  heft  authors,  and  his  en- 
thufiaftic  admiration  of  Shakefpeare  gave  me  the  molt  con- 
vincing proofs  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  our  lan- 
gtiage,  and  his  tafte  for  the  beauties  of  genuine  poetry.  Fie 
impiired  much  about  the  ftate  of  arts  and  fciences  in  Eng- 
land, and  fpoke  with  raptures  upon  the  protedtion  and  en- 
couragement which  our  fovereign  gives  to  the  liberal  arts, 
and  to  every  fpecics  of  literature.  After  we  had  taken  our 
leave,  we  drove  round  the  wood  to  fevcral  other  villas,  in 
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which  the  king  occafionally  refides.  They  are  all  conflructed 
in  different  flyles  with  great  tafte  and  elegance.  His  majefty ' — . — » 
is  very  fond  of  architedlure,  and  draws  himfelf  all  the  plans 
for  the  buildings,  and  even  the  defigns  for  the  interior  de- 
corations of  the  feveral  apartments. 

In  the  evening  we  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  his  majefly 
at  his  brother’s,  prince  Poniatowfki,  who  gave  us  a moll:  elegant 
entertainment  at  a garden  which  is  fituated  near  his  villa, 
and  is  richly  ornamented  with  buildings.  The  talle  of  the 
Polilh  nobility  is  not  to  be  controuled  by  want  of  any  mate- 
rials ; for  if  they  cannot  procure  them  from  nature,  they 
make  a reprefentation  of  them  by  art.  In  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  as  there  are  no  quarries  of  hone  near  WaiTaw,  the 
'prince  has  fubftituted  a compofition  fo  nearly  refembling 
hone,  that  the  moh  minute  obferver  can  fcarce  difeover  the 
difference.  We  arrived  at  the  garden  about  nine  ; it  was  a 
beautiful  evening  of  one  of  the  moh  fultry  days  we  had  ex- 
perienced this  fummer.  After  walking  about  the  grounds, 
we  came  to  a grotto  of  artificial  rock,  where  a fpring  of  water 
dripped  through  the  fides,  and  fell  into  a bafon  with  a pleaf- 
ing  murmur.  We  were  fcarcely  alfembled  in  this  delight- 
ful fpot,  when  the  king  made  his  appearance  : we  r()fe  up 
to  meet  him  ; the  ufual  compliments  being  pahed,  we  at- 
tended his  majehy  about  the  grounds,  and  then  returned  to 
the  grotto,  round  which  we  ranged  ourfelvcs  upon  a hank 
covered  with  mofs.  The  moon  was  now^  rifen,  and  added 
greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  feene.  I happened  to  be  feaicd 
next  to  the  king  (for  all  form  and  ceremony  was  baniflred), 
w'ho  talked  with  me  as  ufual,, in  Englilh,  on  the  arts  and  fei- 
ences,  literature,  and  hiftory.  In  the  courfe  of  this  conver- 
fation  I ventured  to  aflc  whether  tliere  was  any  good  poetry 
in  the  Poliflt  language.  His  majefty  told  me,  “We  have  feme 
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^ lighter  pieces  of  poetry,  by  no  means  coHtemptible,  and  an 
— — 'indifferent  epic  poem;  but  the  work  of  chief  poetical  ex- 
cellence in  our  tongue  is  a fine  tranflation  of  the  Gerufalemine 
Liber ata  of  Taflb,  far  fuperior  to  any  tranflations  of  that  ad- 
mirable poem  in  other  languages ; fome  Italians  of  tafte  and 
judgement  have  efteemed  it  not  much  inferior  to  the  ori- 
ginal performance.”  I then  took  the  liberty  of  inquiring 
about  the  hifiorical  productions  of  Poland  ; when  the  king 
informed  me,  that  they  had  no  good  hiftory  of  their  country 
in  Polifh,  which  he  looked  upon  as  a national  reflection, 
though  he  flattered  himfelf  it  would  foon  be  removed,  as  a 
perfon  of  genius  and  erudition,  admirably  calculated  for  the 
undertaking,  was  now  employed  in  that  work.  Upon  ex- 
prefling my  furprize  at  a circumftance  almofl:  peculiar  to 
Poland,  that  they  had  no  hiftory  in  their  native  tongue,  his 
majefty  condefcended  to  acquaint  me,  that  they  had  feveral 
excellent  hiftorians,  all  of  whom  however  had  written  in 
Latin  ; “ the  knowledge  of  this  language,”  his  majefty  re- 
marked, ‘‘  is  very  general  among  the  Poles  - ; the  earlieft 
‘‘  laws  are  all  drawn  up  in  Latin  until  the  reign  of  Sigifmond 
‘‘  Auguftus,  when  they  began  to  be  compofed  in  the  verna- 
“ cular  language ; the  older  PaBa  Conventa  are  all  in 
Latin  ; thofe  of  Ladiflaus  IV.  being  the  firft  that  appeared 
“in  Polifli.”  This  converfation,  in  which  I was  at  a lofs 
whether  to  admire  moft  the  knowledge  or  condefcenfion  of 
the  king,  was  interrupted  by  the  prince,  who  propofed  a turn 
in  the  garden  before  fupper  : his  highnefs  led  the  way,  and 
the  company  follov/ed  ; we  pafled  through  a fubterraneous 
paffage,  long  and  winding,  with  here  and  there  a Angle  lamp, 

* I had  feveral  opportunities  of  remark-  converted  in  that  language  with  a common 
ing  the  prevalency  of  the  Latin  tongue  in  foldier,  who  flood  guard  at  the  entrance: 
Poland  ; when  i vifued  the  prifons,  I he  fpoke  it  with  great  fluency. 
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which  fhed  a glimmering  light ; we  came  at  length  to  a 

wooden  door,  which  feemed  the  entrance  into  fome  hovel ; ' — , 

it  opened,  and  we  found  ourfelves,  to  our  great  aftonilliment, 
in  a ftiperb  faloon,  illuminated  with  innumerable  lamps.  It 
was  a rotunda,  with  an  elegant  dome  of  the  moft  beautiful 
fymmetry  ; in  the  circumference  were  four  open  rcceffes 
between  pillars  of  artificial  marble  : in  the  recefiTes  were 
fophas,  with  paintings  in  frefco,  reprefenting  the  triumphs 
of  Bacchus,  Silenus,  Love,  and  the  vidtory  of  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruflia  over  the  Turks.  As  we  were  all  admiring  the  beauty 
and  elegance  of  the  rotunda,  our  ears  were  on  a fudden  re- 
galed with  a concert  of  exquifite  mufiefrom  an  invifible  band. 
While  we  were  liflening  to  this  agreeable  performance,  and 
conjedluring  from  what  quarter  it  came,  a magnificent  table 
was  fuddenly  fpread  in  the  midft;  of  the  faloon  with  fuch  ex- 
pedition, as  to  refemble  the  effedts  of  enchantment.  We  im- 
mediately fat  down  to  fupper  with  the  king,  the  prince,  and 
a chofen  company  : our  fpirits  were  elevated  by  the  beauty 
of  the  faloon,  by  the  hofpitality  of  the  prince,  and  by  the 
affability  of  the  king ; who,  fo  far  from  being  a confiraint 
to  the  fociety,  greatly  enlivened  it  by  his  vivacity,  and  feemed 
the  foul  of  the  party.  I never  paffed  a more  agreeable 
evening  ; the  converfation  was  animated  and  rational,  while 
the  focial  eafe  and  freedom,  which  diffufed  itfelf  through 
every  part  of  the  -company,  realized  this  beautiful  convivial 
pidture : 

La  Liberie  convive  aimable 

Met  les  deux  coudes  fur  la  table  I. 

Even  without  the  luftre  of  a crown,  which  is  apt  to  dazzle 
our  judgements,  the  king  of  Poland  could  not  fail  of  being 

* Thefe  pillars  are  of  the  fame  compofi-  in  Oxford  Street, 
tion  and  colour  with  thofe  of  the  Pantheon  t VoUairc. 
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LOOK  efteemed  one  of  the  mod:  agreeable  and  polite  gentlemen  in 
— V — ' Europe  : he  has  a furprizing  fund  of  interelfing  converfa- 
tion  ; and  I never  yet  had  the  honour  of  accefs  to  his  com- 
pany without  being  both  informed  and  delighted.  His  ma- 
jefty  did  not  retire  until  one  o’clock,  when  the  company  fe- 
parated,  and  we  returned  to  Warfaw,  highly  pleafed  with 
our  evening’s  entertainment. 

I have  had  frequent  occafion  to  mention  the  elegance  and' 
luxury  of  the  Polilli  nobility  in  their  houfes  and  villas ; in. 
their  decorations  and  furniture  they  feem  to  have  happily 
blended  the  Englith  and  French  modes  ; in  their  entertain- 
ments they  are  exquilitely  refined;  and  as  they  fpare  no- 
expence,,  and  have  a natural  good  taile,  they  generally  fuc- 
ceed  in  creating  pleafure  and  furprize.  We  every  day  expe- 
rienced the  agreeable  effects  of  their  hofpitality  and  polite- 
nefs ; but  by  none  w'ere  we  fo  elegantly  regaled  as  by  the 
princefs  Zartorifka  in  a ///<?  champitre^  of  which  I lhall  at-< 
tempt  a defcription. 

Povonfki,,  the  villa  of  prince  Adam  Zartorifki,  i-s  about 
three  miles  from  Warfaw  in  the  midft  of  a forefl  : the  fitu- 
ation  is  almofl  level,  with  here  and  there  a gentle  hope," 
which  produces  an  agreeable  variety.  A river  runs  through 
the  grounds,  which  are  laid  out  in  the  EnglidA  tafte,  with  a. 
beautiful  intermixture  of  lawn  and  wood  walks  are  cut 
through  the  wood,  and  carried  along  the  fide  of  the  water. 

The  houfe,  which  hands  upon  a gentle  rile,  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  a cottage,  conllru61ed  like  thofe  of  the  peafants^, 
with  trunks  of  trees  piled  upon  each,  other,  and  thatched 
with  hraw  : befide  the  principal  building,  inhabited  by  the 
prince  and  princefs,  there  are  feparate  cottages  for  the  chih 
clren  and  attendants,  each  of  which  has  its  inclofures  and' 
fmall  garden  ; this  group  of  ftru<Tures  bears  the  refemblance 
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of  a village,  coropofed  of  huts  fcattered  at  a fmall  diftance 
from  each  other.  Other  buildings,  fuch  as  fummer  houfes, ' — . — 
pavilions,  ruftic  llieds,  and  ruins,  are  difperfed  throughout 
the  grounds ; the  llables  are  conftrudted  in  the  form  of  an 
half  demolifhed  amphitheatre.  Several  romantic  bridges, 
rudely  compofed  of  the  trunks  and  bent  branches  of  trees, 
contribute  to  heighten  the  riifticity  of  the  fcenery. 

Upon  our  arrival  we  repaired  to  the  principal  cottage, 
where  the  princefs  was  ready  to  receive  us : we  expedted  the 
infide  to  be  furniflied  in  the  fimple  ftyle  of  a peafant’s  hovel, 
but  were  furprized  to  find  every  fpecies  of  elegant  magni- 
ficence which  riches  and  tafte  could  colledt.  All  the  apart- 
ments are  decorated  in  the  moft  coftly  manner  ; but  the 
fplendour  of  the  bath-room  was  peculiarly  ftriking  : the 
fides  are  covered  from  top  to  bottom,  with  fmall  fquare  pieces 
of  the  finefi  Drefden  china,  each  ornamented  with  an  ele- 
gant fprig ; and  the  border  aild  deling  are  painted  with 
beautiful  feltoons.  The  expence  of  fitting  up  this  apart- 
ment muft  have  been  prodigious ; as  I was  informed  that 
there  were  at  leaft  three  thoufand  fquare  pieces  of  china 
employed,  each  of  which  coll  at  Drefden  three  ducats After 
we  had  furveyed  all  the  apartments,  we  proceeded  to  an  en- 
clofure  near  the  houfe,  furrounded  with  large  blocks  of  gra- 
nite heaped  one  upon  another,  and  fallen  trees  placed  in  the 
moft  natural  and  pidurefque  fliapes ; here  we  drank  tea 
upon  the  lawn.  From  thence  we  repaired  to  the  feveral 
cottages  inhabited  by  the  children  ; each  of  which  is  fitted 
up  in  different  ftyles,  but  with  equal  elegance.  Every  thing 
without  doors  gives  one  the  idea  of  an  happy  peafaut’s  fa- 
mily ; within  all  is  coftlinefs  and  tafte  ; I never  faw  fuch  a 
contraft  of  fimplicity  and  magnificence^ 

* About  il.  ys.  6d. 
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We  next  ^Yalked  round  the  grounds,  which  are  prettily 
laid  out  in  our  tafte  of  gardening  ; the  company  then  all  ad- 
journed to  aTurkhh  tent  of  rich  and  curious  workmanfhip, 
pitched  in  a beautiful  retired  field  near  the  fiables,  which  re- 
prefent  a ruined  amphitheatre.  This  tent  belonged  to  the 
grand-vizier,  and  was  taken  during  the  late  war  between  the 
Ruffians  and  the  Turks  : under  it  was  a fettee,  and  a carpet 
fpread  upon  the  ground.  Here  we  ifaid  converfing  until  it 
was  quite  dulk  ; when  the  princefs  propofed  returning  ; file 
led  us  through  the  houfe  to  a fmall  fpot  of  rifing  ground,, 
where  we  were  fuddenly  ftruck  with  a mofi;  beautiful  illu- 
mination. A rufiic  bridge,  confifting  of  a fingle  arch  over 
a broad  piece  of  water,  was  ftudded  with  feveral  thoufand 
lamps  of  different  colours ; while  the  reflection  of  this  illu- 
minated bridge  in  the  water  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  deceive  the 
eye,  and  gave  the  whole  the  appearance  of  a brilliant  circle 
fufpended  in  the  air : the  effeCt  was  fplendid  beyond  de- 
fcription,  and  confiderably  heightened  by  the  gloom  of 
the  forert  in  the  back-ground.  While  we  continued  admir- 
ing this  delightful  fcene,  a band  of  raufic  flruck  up  at  a little 
diftance,  and  amufed  us  with  an  excellent  concert.  We  were 
then  led  from  this  enchanting  fpot,  acrofs  the  illuminated 
bridge,  to  a thatched  i)avilion,  open  at  the  fides  and  fup- 
ported  by  pillars  ornamented  with  garlands  and  twilted 
feftoons  of  flowers : we  found  within  a cold  collation, 
and  fat  down  to  a table  covered  with  all  kind  of  delica- 
cies, with  the  mofi;  cofily  wines,  and  every  fpecies  of  fruit 
which  art  or  nature  could  furnifli.  The  evening  was  de- 
lightful, the  fcenery  piCturefque,  the  fare  delicious ; the 
company  in  good  fpirits  ; for  who  could  be  otherwife  when 
every  circumfiancc,  which  the  tafie  and  ingenuity  of  our  fai(P 
hoficfs  could  invent,  coufpired  to  heighten  the  entertain- 
3 ment  > 
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ment  ? The  collation  being  ended,  we  rofe  from  table ; 
which  1 concluded  to  be  the  clofe  of  the  entertainment,  but  * 
was  agreeably  difappointed  : the  gardens  were  fuddenly  il- 
luminated ; we  all  ranged  about  as  fancy  dictated  ; and 
were  gratified  with  the  found  of  wind  inftruments,  played 
by  perfons  difperfed  in  different  parts  of  the  grounds.  We 
repaired  the  bridge,  and  returned  into  the  cottage,  when  the 
two  eldeft  daughters  of  the  princefs,  who  were  drcffed  in 
Grecian  drefies  of  the  molt  elegant  fimplicity,  performed  a 
Polifli  and  a Goflac  dance  ; the  former  ferious  and  graceful, 
the  latter  comic  and  lively.  The  eldeft  fon,  a boy  of  about 
eight  years  old,  next  performed  an  hornpipe  w'ith  wonderful 
agility,  and  afterwards  a dance  in  the  ftyle  of  the  Polifli  pea- 
fants  with  much  humour.  It  was  now'  paft  tw’o  in  the 
morning  ? we  feemed  as  if  we  could  ftay  for  ever  ; but  as 
there  muft  be  an  end  of  all  fublunary  joys,  we  took  our 
leave,  expreffing  our  thanks  and  gratitude  in  language  far 
unequal  to  our  feelings.  I can  fcarce  form  to  myfelf  ■Sifete' 
cbmnpetre  fo  elegant  : and  I am  fatisfied,  that  it  will  fcldoni 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  fame  perfon  to  partake  of  fucli  a pleafing 
entertainment  twice  in  his  life. 

The  day  before  our  departure  from  this  town  we  dined 
with  the  bifliop  of  Pl'otfko,  the  king’s  brother,  at  his 
palace  of  Jablonifka  about  eight  miles  from  Warfaw, 

The  palace  is  an  handfome  building,  conftrudlcd  after  a, 
defign,  and  at  the  expence,  of  his  majefty..  One  of  the 
apartments,  called  the  Turkifh  faloon,,  is  remarkable  for  its 
elegance  and  fingiilarity  : it  is  in  the  Oriental  tafte,  of  an 
oblong  fiiape,  very  high,  with  a fountain  in  the  middle, 
furroiinded  with  a parterre  oi  flowers.  Between  parterre 
and  fides  of  the  room  are  ranges  of  Turldfli  fopbas.  The 
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BOOK  variegated  tints  and  rich  fragrance  of  the  flowers,  joined  to 
w-v— tranfparency  and  murmurs  of  the  fountain,  produce  a 
moif  pleafing  effetl,  and,  together  with  the  coolnefs  of  the 
apartment,  render  it  a delicious  retreat  from  the  heats  of 
fummer.  The  Viftula  winds  along  at  a fmall  diftance  from 
the  palace,  through  a fandy  and  almofl  level  country. 

In  the  evening  we  accompanied  prince  Staniflaus  to  his 
majefty’s  villa,  fecure  of  pafTing  an  interefling  evening,  but  it 
was  now  embittered  with  the  idea  that  it  would  never  again  be 
repeated,  and  that  this  was  the  laft  time  of  our  being  admitted 
to  the  company  of  fo  amiable  a monarch.  In  the  following 
converfation  I had  an  additional  proof  of  his  humanity  and 
condefcenfion  : “You  have  been  to  the  prifons  and  I am 
“ afraid  you  found  them  in  a wretched  condition.”  To  have 
mentioned  all  their  abufes,  when  I knew  that  his  majefty 
could  not  alter  them,  would  only  have  been  an  infult ; I en- 
deavoured therefore  to  palliate  my  anfwer,  by  remarking, 
what  is  but  too  true,  that  in  feveral  inflances  they  were  not 
fo  badly  regulated  as  in  England.  “ I am  furprized,”  re- 
turned the  king,  “ that  a nation,  who  fo  juflly  piques  itfelf 
“ for  its  humanity,  fliould  be  deficient  in  fo  elfential  an  ar- 
“ tide  of  police.”  I then  ventured,  with  as  much  delicacy 
as  polTible,  to  point  out  one  material  abufe  in  the  prifons 
of  Warfaw,  which  I thought  might  probably  be  in  his 
majefly’s  j)ow'er  to  alleviate  at  leaft,  if  not  to  remedy. 
The  circumftance  which  I alluded  to  was,  that  there  is 
no  feparate  room  for  the  accommodation  of  fick  pri- 
foners ; at  the  fame  time  I begged  pardon  for  this  in- 
fiance  of  prefumption,  which  nothing  but  my  compaflion 
for  the  unfortunate  could  have  extorted  from  me.  “ He 


* See  the  latter  part  of  Chap.  V. 
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who  pleads  the  caufe  of  the  unhappy,”  replied  his  majeily, 
is  always  liftened  to  with  pleafure  an  expreffion  I lhall ' — ^ 
never  forget,  and  which  convinced  me,  by  the  pathetic  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  uttered,  that  it  was  the  real  fentiments  of 
his  heart.  The  turn  of  the  converfation  led  the  king  to  en- 
large upon  the  code  of  laws  preparing  for  the  infpection  of 
the  approaching  diet ; when  his  majefty  expatiated,  with 
peculiar  fatisfadfion,  upon  feveral  beneficial  regulations  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  impartial  adminifiration  of  julVice. 

Happy  Englilhmen  !”  exclaimed  the  king,  “ your  houfe  is 
‘‘  raifed,  afid  mine  is  yet  to  build.”  Every  part  of  this  con- 
ference impreflTed  me  with  the  higheft  opinion  of  the  king’s 
benevolence,  patriotifm,  and  legiflative  abilities. 

After  fupper,  which  pafTed  off  no  lefs  agreeably  than  the 
preceding  entertainments,  we  were  prefented  to  take  leave, , 
when  the  king  condefeended  to  inquire  of  us  the  route  we 
intended  to  take;  and  to  point  out  wdiat  was  molt  likely  to 
occur  worthy  of  obfervation.  ‘‘  Your  majefiy,”  1 ventured 
to  oblerve,  has  omitted  the  manufadtures  which  you  have 
“ ettablifhed  at  Grodno “ An  Englifiiman,”  replied  the 
king,  “ after  having  feen  the  raanufadtures  of  his  own 
‘‘  country,  will  find  little  deferving  his  ciiriofity  in  any  other, 

“ and  particularly  in  this  kingdom,  where  there  is  fuch  a. 
fettled  averfion  to  commerce.  The  efiabliflamcnt  at  Grodno 
is  but  a beginning  : 1 confider  it  only  as  a pledge  of  my  fu- 
“ ture  intentions.”  I then  mentioned  the  new*  regulations  in 
theuniverfity  of  Vilna,and  the  foundation  of  a phyl]c-garden» 
at  Grodno.  “ You  are  deceived  by  the  fimilarity  of  names. 

An  Englifli  univerfity  is  as  much  fuperior  to  foreign  fe- 
^ minaries,  as  your  nation  excels  all  others  in  the  cultivation. 

* Sec  ■Chap.,  VI.'  article  Grobno,, 


1 


of; 


184 


TRAVELS  INTO  POLAND. 


BOOK  u of  literature,  and  the  encouragement  given  to  genius  and 
— ^ abilities.  The  academy  at  Vilna  is  more  the  image  of 
“ what  it  was,  and  of  what  it  ought  to  be,  than  an  obje(5f  of 
“ a traveller’s  curiofity.”  He  then  gracioufly  exprefled  his 
regret  at  our  departing  fo  foon  from  Warfaw,  and,  wiihing 
us  a good  journey,'  retired. 

I flatter  myfelf,  that  I fhall  not  appear  too  minute  in  re- 
lating all  thefe  circumftances  ; the  familiar  incidents  of  do- 
■ meftic  life  place  the  charadler  of  a fovereign  in  a truer  point 
of  view  than  the  more  fplendid  occurrences  of  public  gran- 
deur, where  the  real  difpofition  is  often  difguifed  by  form, 
or  facrificed  to  policy.  : 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  IV, 


Viilanow  tbe  favourite  palace  of  John  Sobiefki. — Account  oj 
that  monarch. — Circumjlances  of  his  death. — Intrigues  of 
his  queen. — Divijion  and  cabals  of  his  family. — Fortunes  of 
his  children. — Extindlion  of  his  name. — Genealogical  table 
of  his  defendants. 


August  6.  We  paffed  the  day  at  Viilanow,  where  we  chap- 
dined  with  prince  Zartorifki.  He  is  a fine  old  man,. 
near  fonrfcore,  and  lives  in  the  true  ftyle  of  ancient  hofpi- 
•tality  *.  he  is  conftantly  attended  by  his  own  guards,  which 
I mention,  not  as  being  peculiar  to  him,  who  enjoys  the  firll 
offices  of  the  republic,  but  becaufe  it  leads  me  to  remark 
that  every  Polifli  nobleman  may  have  as  many  guards  as 
he  can  afford  to  maintain. 

The  prince  keeps  an  open  table,  at  which  there  are  feh 
dom  lefs  than  twenty  or  thirty  covers.  His  revenues  are 
large,  amounting  to  near  £100,000  fierling  per  annum'; 
and  his  ftyle  of  living  correfponds  to  this  great  income. 

Viilanow  was  built  by  John  Sobieflci  the  conqueror  of  the 
Turks  and  deliverer  of  Vienna  : it  was  the  favourite  refi- 
dence  of  that  great  monarch,  where  he  moftly  lived  when 
not  in  arms,  and  where  he  clofed  his  days.  The  palace,  be- 
ing fold  after  his  death,  came  by  marriage  into  the  family 
of  Zartorifki ; it  was  lent  to  Auguftus  II.  who  confiderably 
enlarged  it.  The  outfide  is  ornamented  with  feveral  baflo 
relievos,  repjefenting  the  principal  vicftories  of  John  Sobiefki, 
which  were  probably  added  by  Auguftus;  for  the  former 
VoL.  I.  B b was 
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was  too  modeft  and  unafl'uming  to  ere(5t  monuments  of  hi^ 
own  glory. 

The  sera  of  John  Sobieiki,  fplendid  in  itfelf,  appears  more 
luminous,  when  contrafted  with  the  darknefs  which  preceded; 
and  followed.  The  reigns  of  his  immediate  predeceflbr 
and  fuccelTor  were  convulfed  with  internal  commotions  ; but 
the  fpirit  of  difcord  and  anarchy  was  laid  for  a time  by  his 
tranfcendent  genius.  Under  his  aufpices  Poland  feemed  to. 
revive  from  the  calamities  which  had  long  oppreffed  her,, 
and  again  to  recover  her  antient  fplendour  : fuch  is  the 
powerful  afcendency  of  a great  and  fuperior  mind.  His- 
military  talents  require  no  other  teftimony  than  the  vicftory 
of  Chotzim,,  the  recovery  of  the  Ukraine,  repeated  defeats 
of  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  and  the  delivery  of  Vienna  ; while 
an  exa6l  infight  into  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  his.  coun- 
try, a manly  and  perfuafive  eloquence,  a love  and  protec- 
tion of  literature,  an  accurate  knowlege  of  foreign  lan- 
guages, and  an  unceaiing  habit  of  affability,  moderation,  and* 
temperance,  render  him  nodefs  an.objedl  of  our  admiration 
in  his  civil  capacity 

But  the  monarch',  who  could  allay  the  ferments  of  public 
fadfion,  could  not  fupprefs  the  domeific  diffentions  of  his 
own  family  ; and  the  fame  great  prince,  who  kept  a l^rbur 
lent  people  in  awe,  and  chaflifed  the  moft  formidable  ene- 
mies, was  himfelf  under  the  controul  of  hisconfort,  a French 


Dr.  South,  in  his  Account  of  Poland, 
thus  defcribes.John  Sobielki : “ The  king 
“ is  a very  wcll-fpoken  prince,  very  eafy  of 
**  accefs,  and  extreme  civil,  having  moft  of 
“the  qualities  requifite  to  form  a complete 
gentleman,.  Me  is  not  only  well  verfed 
“ in  all  military  affairs,  but  likevvife,  through 
“ the  means  of  a French  education,  very 
‘ opulently  ftored  with  all  polite  and  feho- 
‘’  •laflical  learning.  Eefidc;  hiaown  tongue, 


“ the  Sclavonian,  he  unde rflands  the  Latin,. 
“ French,  Italiany  German,  and  Turkifii- 
“ language?  : Fie  delights  much  in  na- 
“ tural  hiltpry,  and  in  all  the  parts-  of 
“ phyiic.  He,  is^  wont  to  reprimand  t e 
clergy  for  not  admitting  the  uiodtiii  phi- 
“ lofojihy,  fuch  as  Le  Grand’s  and  Cai  te- 
“ fius’s,  into  the  univcrfitics  and  Ichools,’’ 
&c. , South’s  Pofljiumous  V/orks.  p,  24. 
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!acly^%  of  exquifite  beauty  and  elegant  manners,  but  of 
reftlefs  intrigue,  infatiable  avarice,  and  inordinate  ambition.  ' — — > 
This  unprincipled  woman  fomented  a fpirit  of  difunion 
and  jealoufy  among  her  children  ; and  loaded  her  eldeft 
fon  with  every  fpecies  of  indignity.  She  formed  and  fup- 
ported  an  adminiftration  called,  by  way  of  derifion,  the 
Jewifh  junto ; and  introduced  into  the  royal  houfliold  a nar- 
row parlimony  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  a powerful  fo- 
vereign  : in  a word,  by  a feries  of  offenlive  and  wicked  mea- 
fures,  file  loft  her  hufband  the  afFe6lion  of  his  fubjecfts ; and 
rendered  the  clofe  of  his  reign  as  odious,  as  the  preceding- 
part  had  been  popular  and  glorious. 

^ The  decline  of  Sobielki’s  life  was  clouded  with  afftidion. 

He  felt  himfelf  a prey  to  a lingering  difeafe  t ; yet,  inftead  of 
deriving  any  comfort  from  his  neareft  connexions,  he  ex- 
perienced an  aggravation  of  his  diftrefs  from  the  unnatural 
contefts  of  his  children,  and  the  intriguing  fpirit  of  his  wife. 

The  decay  of  his  authority,  and  the  indecent  cabals  almoft 
openly  carrying  on  about  the  choice  of  his  fucceflbr,  afteXed 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner  a perfon  of  his  extreme  fenlibilityi 
his  fiibjeXs,  inftead  of  lamenting,  feemed  eagerly  to  antici- 
pate his  diffolution.  Yet,  even  in  this  deplorable  ftate,  the 
king’s  equanimity,  founded  on  religion  and  philofophy,  did 
not  forfake  him  ; and  he  retained,  even  upon  his  death- 
bed, that  mixture  of  ferioufnefs  and  gaiety,  ftrength  of  rea- 
foning  and  quicknefs  of  repartee,  which  fo  ftrongly  marked 
his  charaXer. 

He  died  on  the  17th  of  June,  1696.  Some  ftriking  in- 
cidents, immediately  preceding  his  death,  are  ti  anfmltted  to 
us  by  the  chancellor  Zalufl«;i  biihop  of  Plotlko,  who  was 
prefent  when  he  expired. 

* Marie  de  la  Grange.  See  p.  190. 

t His  illnefs  was  a complication  of  diforders,  gout,  Hone,  afthma,  drdpfy. 
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Some  alarming  fymptoms  in  Sobiefki’s  diford'er  heaving; 
awakened  the  queen’s  folicitude  about  the.  fucceffion  to  hia 
fortune,  fhe  earneftly  importuned  Zalufki  to  prefent  himfelf . 
before  the  king,,  and  infinuate  fome  advice  with  refpedl  to 
the  difpofition  of  his  affairs.  The  bifliopj  when  he  entered  the 
apartment,  finding  the  king  in  an  agony  of  excruciating- 
pain endeavoured  to  give  him  comfort  and:  hopes  of 
recovery.  But  Sobiefki  replied, I forefee  my  approaching 
death my  fituation  will  belhe  fame  to-morrow  as  it  is  to- 
-day ; all  confolation  is  now  too  late;’!  then,  fetching  a- 
deep  figh,  his  majefty  afked  him  why  he  came  fo  feldom  ta 
“ court,  and  in  what  manner  he  employed  himfelf  at  his-^ 
‘^'diocefe  alone  !”  Zalufloi,  after  expatiating ui^on  the  du- 
ties of  his  epifcopal  office  and  the  refources  of  literature, 
artfully  turned  the  difcoucfe  to  ’ the  hufinefs  in  queftion.  . 
“ Lately,”  faid,  he,  “ I have  been  employed  in  no  veryv 
“ agreeable,  yetmeceffaiy  duty : weighing  the  frail  condition. 
“ of  human,  nature,  remembering,  that  as  Socrates  and': 

Plato  fo  all.men  muft  die  ; and  coiifidering  the  difIenfions> 
‘‘  which  may;  arife  among  my  relations  after;  my  deceafe,  I: 

have  taken  an  inventory  of.  my  effedls,. and  have  difpofedJ 
“ of  them  by  will.”'  The  king,  who  faw  the  purport  of  his> 
difcourfe,  interrupted  him  with  a loud  laugh,. and  exclaimed,* 
in  a quotation  from  Juvenal  t,  “ G 7nedici,„  medmn  con.tun~- 
“ dite  venam^''  “ What,,  my  Lord  Bilhop  ! you  whofe  judge- - 
ment  and  good  fenfe  I have  fo  long  efteemed,.  do  you^ 
‘‘  make  your  will?  What  an  ufelefs  lofs  of  time  !”  See.* 
Not  difeouraged  by  this  fully j the  bifliop  perfevered  in  fug-  • 
gefiing,  “'that  in  juftice  to  his  family  and  country- he  ought: 

* Zalufki,  Epift.  vol.  III.  p.  5—14.  “ vein.”  In  applying  this  pafTage,  tht  king 

•f  Juvenal,  Sat.  VI.  1.  40^  “ Open  a meant  to  infinuate  that  the  biflibp  was  mad, . 

5 “without' 
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without  delay  to  regulate  the  dirpoiition  of 'his  efFe6i:s,  and 
“ to  declare  his  final  indinationSi” ' ‘‘  For God’s  fake,”  re- ' — , — 
turned  Sobielki  with  a more  feriouS‘tone,.“  do  not  fuppofe 
“ that  any  good  will  arife  in  this  age  ! when  vice  has  in- 
“ creafed-to  fuch  an  enormous  degree,  as  almoll  to  exclude 
“ all  hopesof  forgivenefs  from  the  mercy  of  the  Deity  ! Do 
“ you  not  fee.  how  great  is  the  public  iniquity,,  tumult,  and 
“ violence  ? all  ftrive  who  fliall  blend  good  and  evil  without 
“ diftindion  : the  morals  of  my  fubjeds  are  overturned  ; . 

will  you  again  reflore  them  ? My  orders  are  not  attended  . 

“ to  while  1 am  alive;  can  I exped  to  be  obeyed  when  I am 
“ dead  ? That  man  is  happy,  who  with  his  own  hand  dif- 
“ pofes  of  his  effeds,  which  cannot  be.  entrufied  with  fecu- 
“ rity  to  his  executors  ; while  they  who  leave  a will  ad' 

“ abfurdJy,.for  configningto  the  care  of  others  wh.it  is  more 
“ fecure  in  the  hands  of  their  neareft  relations.  Have  not* 

“ the  regulations  of  the  kings  my  predeceflbrs  been  defpifed 
“ after  their  deaths  ? Where  corruption  univerfally  prevails, . 

“ judgement  is  obtained  by  money  : the  voice  of  confcience 
“ is  not  heard,  and  reafon  and  equity  are  no  more.”  Then  < 
fuddenly  giving  a ludicrous  turn  to  the  converfation,  he 
exclaimed,  “ What  can  you  fay  to  this,  Mt.  Will-maker  !” 

On  the  I yth  of  June,  the  king  growing  worfc,  the  bilhop 
was  again  fummoned  to  Villanow,  when  his  majefiy  heard 
prayers,  and  was  particularly  fervent  in  his  devotion..  After 
dinner,  while,  he  was  converfing  with  his  ufual  gaiety  in 
the  prefence  of  Zalufki  and  the  abbe  Polignac,  he  was  fud- 
denly feized  with  a ftroke  of  apoplexy ; but  recovering  a 
little,  he  confefied,  andy  having  received  abfolution  and  ex- 
treme undion,  expired  almoft  without  a groan,  in  the  66th < 

* Quid  ad  hsec  Domine Jeltimentarle ! 
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year  of  his  age,  and  the  23d  of  his  reign,  on  the  fame  day 
' in  which  he  was  raifed  to  the  throne.  The  name  of  Sobiefki 
'IS  now  extindi.  My  veneration  for  this  great  man  prompted 
me  to  inquire  into  the  fortunes  of  his  family. 

Sobielki  left  behind  him  his  wife  Marie  de  la  Grange, 
three  fons,  James,  Alexander,  and  Conftantine,  and  one 
daughter  Therefa  Gunigunda.  Marie  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Henry  de  la  Grange  captain  of  the  guards  to  Philip  duke  of 
Orleans,  and  of  Francis  de  la  Chartre,  was  maid  of  honour  to 
Louifa  queen  of  Ladiflaus  IV.  She  was  firft  married  to  Rad- 
zivil  prince  of  Zamofki;  within  a month  after  his  deceafefhe 
efpoufed  John  Sobiefki  in  fecret,  and  brought  him  in  dower 
a large  portion  and  the  favour  of  his  fovereign.  Her  influ- 
ence over  her  hufband,  and  the  ill  ufe  flie  made  of  her 
power  when  he  afcended  the  throne,  have  been  already  dif- 
played. 

James  Louis,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Sobiefki,  was  born  at  Paris 
in  1 667.  He  accompanied  his  father  to  the  relief  of  Vienna, 
in  the  i6th  year  of  his  age,  and  narrowly  efcaped  being 
flain  in  an  a6lion  near  Banan  in  Hungary.  He  afterwards 
gave  fuch  fignal  proofs  of  his  military  talents,  that,  upon  his 
father’s  indiipofition  in  the  campaign  of  1687  againft  the 
Turks,  he  was  intrufted  with  the  command  of  the  army, 
although  only  in  the  21ft  year  of  his  age;  and  received 
from  the  foldiers  all  the  honours  ufually  paid  only  to  the 
kings  of  Poland  : a Angular  mark  of  deference  in  an  eledlive 
monarchy,  and  which  gave  encouragement  to  an  expe6tation 
ot'  the  throne  at  his  father’s  deceafe.  His  father  promoted 
this  view  with  the  utmoft  exertion  of  his  intereft  ; but  this 
projedt  was  entirely  difconcertcd  by  the  indiferetion  of  the 

The  al)bc  Coyer  has  written  the  Life  and,  what  is  remarkable  in  a French  hifto- 
of  Sobiefki  with  great  fpirit  and  fidelity;  rian,  has  cited  his  authorities. 
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prince,  and  the  reftlefs  intrigues  of  the  queen,  who,  having 

conceived  the  ftrongeft  antipathy  to  her  eldeft  fon,  and  a no ' 

lefs  violent  prediledtion  in  favour  of  her  fecond  fon  Alex- 
ander a prince  of  a more  tradable  difpofition,  facrificed  the 
dignity  of  her  family  to  a blind  impulfe  of  parental  partiality. 

Sobiefki  had  fcarcely  expired,  before  the  cabals,  which 
even  his  authority  could  hardly  fupprefs,  broke  out  with 
undiflembled  violence.  The  divifion  of  the  king’s  treafure 
eaufed  the  moil  indecent  difputes  and  altercations  between 
his  widow  and  children.  James,,  without  a moment’s  delay, 
endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  to  feize  it  by  force,  but  w^as 
anticipated  by  the  queen  who,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  abbe 
Polignac,  fent  it  into  France.  She  had  three  great  objects 
in  view  : either  to  obtain  the  crown  for  Alexander,  whom 
llie  was  fecure  of  governing ; to  promote  the  eledion  of 
Count  Jablonoulki,  great  general  of  the  crown,  with  an 
intention  of  marrying, him  ; or  to  favour  the  preten lions  of 
the  prince  of  Conti,  warmly,  fupported  by  Louis  X’V.  At 
all  events  hie  was  firmly  refolved  to  procure  the  exclufion  of 
her  eldeft  fon,  and  this  was  the  only  point  hie  carried.  Had 
the  family  of  Sobiefki  been  unanimous,  James  muft  have 
been  eleded  king  ; but  no  fubmihion  t could  foften  the  im- 


* The  queen  fent  3,000,000  French 
livres  “ ^ 125,000  into  France.  Larrey, 
Hill.  Louis' XIV.  V.  IL  p.  297. 

t Zalulki  has  given  tlie  following  curious 
inftance  of  the  queen’s  implacibility.  “ I 
“ and  other  fenators  accompanied  prince 
“ James  to  the  Queen’s  at  Bicltz,  but  her 
“ majelly  being  informed  of  our  approach, 
“ retired  precipitately  from  the  palace,  in 
“ order  to  avoid  the  interview  ; we  over- 
took  her  about  a mile  from  Bieltz,  and 
“ ordered  the  driver  to  flop,  while  fhe  re- 
“ peatedly  urged  him  to  continue  his  rout ; 
“ at  length  the  coachman,  alarmed. by  cur 
I 


“ n.nmher  and.  threats,  flopped  the  carriage’ 
“ On  our  advancing  to  the  queen,  Ihe  re^ 

“ ceived  us  with  great  marks  of  difpleafure  ; 
“ and  although  the  prince  jmofliated  him- 
“ lelt  before  her,  and  embraced  her  feet 
“ wiih  the  mo fl- profound  refped,  ‘he  was 
“ not  able  to  extort  from  her  more  than  a 
“ fliort  and  cvafi\e  anfwer.  Upon  his  re-  • 
“ tiring,  with  his  eyes  full  of. tears,  1 my- 
“ felf  uled  fome  endeavours  to  foften  he»:  > 
‘‘  refentment  ; which,  however,  . lind  no  > 
“ other  cffeil  than  to  draw  from  her  addi- 
“ tional  exprellions  of  difgull  and  indigna-. 
“ ticn.”  Zalulki,  vol.  Lli.  p.  135. 
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BOOK  -placable  refentment  of  the  queen,  who,  even  when  fhe 
w found  it  impradticable  to  fecure  the  election  of  her  favourite 
ion  Alexander,  or  to  compafs  any  of  her  other  defigns,  both 
in  fecret  and  openly  fet  herfelf  in  oppolidon  to  the  pretenlions 
■of  James.  When  the  diet  of  convocation  affembled  at  War- 
faw,  the  queen  fummoned  a meeting  of  fenators  and  nuntios 
in  her  apartment,  whom  flie  -addrefreddn  regard  to  her  fon 
with  all  the  virulence  which  inveterate  fury  could  infpire, 
and  all  the  affedted  candour  towards  the  Poles  which  the 
moft  confummate  hypocrify  could  fuggeft^%  Although 
“ I am  not  by  birth  a Pole,  I am  one  by  inclination,  and  am 
“ more  attached  to  this  nation  than  to  my  own  family. 
“ Refle<5t  maturely  whom  you  will  nominate  your  king  in 
the  place  of  my  much-regretted  hufband,  and  I lincerely 
‘‘  recommend  to  you  not  to  ele6l  one  of  my  children.  I too 
well  know  all  their  difpofitions  ; and  particularly  caution 
you  not  to  raife  to  the  throne  the  eldeft  prince  James. 
His  inconfiderate  raflinefs  will  involve  the  kingdom  in 
“ fpeedy  and  inevitable  ruin.*"’  The  bifhop  of  Plotfko, 
though  her  creature,  difgufted  at  thefe  appearances  of  un- 
natural rancour,  importuned  her  to  defift  ; but  fhe  exclaimed 
with  greater  violence  ; ‘‘  Do  not  interrupt  me ; I will  never 
retrait  what  I have  faid,  as  I prefer  the  fafety  of  the  re- 
public  to  my  own  interefts  and  the  fplendour  of  my  fa- 
mily.  I again  exhort  the  Poles  to  eledt  any  candidate  in 
preference  to  one  of  my  children.”  This  virulent  oppo- 
fition  to  the  views  of  her  eldeft  fon  was  but  too  fuccefsful  : 
he  was  rejected  by  a great  majority,  and  the  choice  of  the 
nation  fell  upon  Auguftus  eledtor  of  Saxony. 


♦ Zaluflt  III.  p.  102. 
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' The  feqiiel  of  the  hiftory  of  Sobiefki’s  family,  now  re-  chap. 
duced  to  a private  ftation,  will  be  coraprifed  in  a fhort  com  • ■ . 

pafs.  After  the  defeat  of  Anguftus  II.  at  the  battle  of  ClifTow, 
Charles  XII.  determined  to  give  a new  king  to  Poland  ; and 
his  veneration  for  the  memory  of  John  Sobiefki  induced  him 
to  offer  that  dignity  to  his  eldeft  fon.  In  confequence  of  this 
refolution,  Auguftus  was  declared  by  the  primate  unworthy 
to  reign  ; and  a diet  of  ele6lion  was  convened  at  Warfaw. 

James  was  then  at  Breflaw,  impatiently  expecting  his  nomi- 
_ nation  to  the  throne  fo  worthily  filled  by  his  father,  and  from 
which  he  had*  been  deprived  by  the  unprecedented  malice 
of  a mother.  But  the  ufual  fingularity  of  his  ill-fortune  ffill 
purfued  him  : as  he  was  hunting  with  his  brother  Con- 
ftantine,  a fmall  detachment  of  Saxon  horfemen  furprized 
and  carried  him  off;  and,inftead  of  receiving  a crown,  he  was 
confined  in  the  caftle  of  Pleilfenburgh  near  Leipfic.  Con- 
ftantine  might  have  efcaped  ; but,  from  an  impulfe  of  fra- 
ternal affe6tion,  voluntarily  accompanied  his  brother  into 
confinement,  and  adminiftered  confolation  under  this  griev- 
ous reverfe  of  fortune.  This  event  happened  on  the  28th 
of  February,  1704. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1706,  the  two  brothers  were 
removed  to  the  fortrefs  of  Konigftein,  as  to  a ])lace  of  ffill 
greater  fecurity  ; but  in  December  of  the  fame  year  fortu- 
nately obtained  their  enlargement,  upon  the  requeff  of 
Charles  XII.  at  the  conclufion  of  the  celebrated  treaty  with 
Auguftus  II.  in  which  the  latter  was  compelled  to  abdicate 
the  throne  of  Poland.  This  abdication,  however,  did  not 
revive  the  pretenlions  of  James  to  the  crown,  the  eledion 
having  fallen,  during  his  confinement,  upon  Stanillaus  Let- 


VOL.  I. 


Lengnich,  Hifl:.  Pol.  p.  342. 
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— -^life,  and  feems  to  have  entirely  renounced  all  his  views  upon 
the  crown  of  Poland.  He  died  in  1737  at  Zolkiew  in  Red 
Ruffia,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age;  and  in  him,  as  the  laft 
male  of  his  family,  the  name  of  Sobiefki  became  extindt. 
His  wife  was  Hedwige  Eleonora^",  daughter  of  Philip  WiN 
liam  eledlor  palatine ; by  her  he  left  two  daughters,  Mary 
Charlotte  and  Clementina  Mary. 

The  eldeft,  Mary  Charlotte,  married  in  1723.  Frederio 
Maurice  de  la  Tour  duke,  of  Bouillon,  v/.ho  dying  within  a, 
few  days  after  the  marriage,  (lie  efpoufed,  wdth  a difpenfatiom 
from  the  pope,  his  brother  Charles  Godfrey  the  fame  year. 
By  him  die  left  ilTue  a fon,,,the  prefent  duke  of  Bouillon-j^ 
married  to  a lady  of  the  houfe  of  Loraine,  and  a daughter,., 
who  efpoufed.  the  duke  of  Rohan-Rohan.  In  thefe  noble 
jaerfons  and  their  progeny  the  female  line  of  Sobieflii  ftilb 
sxifts. 

Clementina  Mary,fhe  youngeR  daughter  of  prince  James,, 
married  at  Montefiafcone,in  1 71 9,  J ame.s  Edward  Stuart,  com- 


Sifter  of  Eleonora  Magdalena  wife  of 
tbe  emperor  Leopold.  James  had  been  fir  ft 
contraUed  in  marriage  to  the  widow  of  the 
eleUor  of  Brandenburgh’s  brother,  a rich 
hcirefs  of  the  houfe  of  Radzivil  in.Lithuania, 
but  upon  this  occalion  he  firft  experienced 
that  ill  fortune  which  afterwards  attended 
him  tlnough  life.  “ An  envoy  was  fent  to 
“ Berlin  to  negotiate  the  marriage,  wl^ich 
“ was  agreed  upon  by  the  eleiffor’s  and.  her 
*•  content,  and  the  prince  liimfelf  came  thi- 
• ther  in  perlon,  with  a numerous  attend- 
“ nncc,  to  confummate  it.  At  the  fame  time 
came  to  Berlin  the  clcUor  palatine’s  bro- 
“ ther,  prince  Charles  of  Newburg,  brother , 
*•  to  the  emprefs,  to  fee  the  ceremony  of 
“ the  marriage  ; but  this  princefs,  taking 
more  fancy  to  him  than  to  the  prince  of 
**  I’oland,  gave  him  encouragement  to  make 


“ his  addreflis  to  her;  which  he  did  with., 
“ that  fnccefs,  that  he  engaged  her  fo  far 
“■  and,  fo  unexpeifedly,  that  he  was  pri- 
vately  married  to  her  the  night  before  flic., 
“ was  to  be  maiiied  to  the  prince  of  Po- 
“ land,  fo  that  prince  James  was  forced  to 
“ return  back  fti.imefully  : .which  the  king 
“ his  father  refentedjo  highly,  that  he  was 
“ refolved  to  have.  fatisfaUion  from  the 
“ eleiftor  of  Brandenburg,  for  faftering  his 
“ foil  to  receive  fo  notorious  an  affiont  at 
“ his  court;  but  the  elector,  knowing  no-  , 
“ thing-.of  that  private  intrigue,  juftified 
“ himfclf,,  and  all  animofities  wore  at  laft 
“ adj lifted  by  prince  James’s  marrying  his  . 
“ rival’s  fifter  the  princefs  of  Neuburg,  who 
“ was  lent  into  Poland,  and  has  two  tiaugh- 
“ tors  by  him.”  Connor’s  Hiftory  of  Po- 
land, V.  II.  p.  188,  iljg. 
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monly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George, 
the  pretender  to  the  Britifli  throne.  This  princefs,  though ' — , — 
a woman  of  great  perfonal  and  mental  endowments,  could 
not  engage  the  affection  of  her  hufband;  and  flie  was  fo  of- 
fended at  his  attachment  to  a favourite  miftrefs,  that  die 
withdrew  from  his  houfe,  and  remained  for  fome  time  in 
a convent  near  Rome.  Afterwards,  being  reconciled  to  him, 
die  died  at  Rome  on  the  i8th  of  June,  1735,  aged  33  ; her 
death,  according  to  the  account  of  a writer  * attached  to  the 
Stuart  family,  was  occadoned  by  religious  abftinence  and 
too  fevere  mortifications  : her  remains  were  interred  with 
regal  pomp  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  and  a fumptuous 
monument  was  eredfed  to  her  memory.  She  left  two  fons 
by  the  Chevalier,  who  are  now  alive  : Charles,  ufually 
termed  count  of  Albany  ; and  Henry,  cardinal  of  Yorke. 
Charles  married  the  princefs  of  Stolberg,  by  whom  he  has 
no  children  : a mifunderftanding  not  long  after  their  mar- 
riage taking  place  between  them,  die  quitted  her  hufband, 
and  took  dicker  in  a convent  in  the  Tufcan  dominions  ; 
and,  as  her  quarrel  was  efpoufed  by  the  cardinal  of  Yorke,  die 
has  obtained  a feparation  for  life.  We  may  therefore  fore- 
fee the  extindiioii  of  the  Sobieiki  line  in  the  Stuart  branch> 

The  ample  patrimony  of  James  Sobiedci  was  divided  equally 
between  his  two  daughters.  Having  lent  a confidcrable  funi 
to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  he  obtained  in  return  a mortgage 
upon  certain  eftates  in  Silefia,  which,  upon  the  divilion  of  the 
property  after  his  deceafe,  fell  to  the  Stuart  family,  and  were 
in  their  polfedion  when  the  king  of  Prudia  fccured  Silefia 
in  the  year  1740.  Plis  Pruffian  majefty  confifcated  thefe 

* Letters  from  a Painter  in  Italy,  where  her  funeral  and  monument  is  dcfcrlbed 
V.  II.  p.  56, 
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/ ■ Auflria  never  made  any  further  com2)enfation  for  the  above- 
mentioned  loan. 

Alexander,  fecond  fon  of  John  Sobiefki,  was  born  at 
Dantzic  in  1677  ; and  as  he  was  brought  into  the  world  after 
his  father  had  been  raifed  to  the  throne,  he  was  ufualiy 
ftyled  by  his  mother,  who  adored  him,  the  fon  of  the  king  ; 
while  file  affedled  to  call  his  brother  James,  who  was  born 
before  his  father’s  election,  the  fon  of  the  great  marflial. 
Excited  by  his  mother’s  partiality,  and  inflamed  by  an  am- 
bition natural  to  youth,  he  even  afpired  to  the  throne  in  op- 
pofition  to  his  brother  James  ; afterwards  however,  when  a 
more  mature  age  had  corredfed  his  paffions,  and  his  mother’s 
influence  had  ceafed  to  miflead  him,  he  declined,  from  a 
2U'inci2:)le  of  fraternal  affedfion,  the  acce2:)tance  of  that  very 
crown,  which  had  once  been  the  objedl  of  his  warmeft  hopes. 
When  Charles  XII.  upon  the  imprifonment  of  James,  offered 
the  crown  of  Poland  to  Alexander,  the  latter,  with  a difin- 
terelfednefs  which  refledts  the  highefl:  honour  upon  his  me- 
mory, refufed  it  with  this  generous  declaration,  “ that  no 
“ intereft  fliould  tempt  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  brother’s 
“ misfortunes 

Alexander  i^afied  his  days  principally  at  Rome  with  the 
queen  his  mother.  During  his  refidcnce  in  that  city,  he 
never  made  his  appearance  at  the  court  of  Clement  XI.  be- 
caul'e  that  pontiff  had  refufed  to  receive  him  with  the  marks 
of  diflindlion  which  he  claimed  as  a king’s  fon.  But  the 
honours  which  were  withheld  from  him  while  alive,  were 
granted  unto  him  when  dead  ; his  body  being  permitted  to 
lie  in  royal  Hate,  and  to  be  interred  with  the  fame  ceremonies, 


3 


* Voltaire’s  Charles  XII.  p.  90. 
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which  attended  the  funeral  of  Chriftina  queen  of  Sweden. 

He  expired  in  June  1714,  having  affumed  upon  his  death-- 

bed  the  habit  of  a capuchin,  from  a fuperftitious  notion  of 
infuring  his  falvation  , 

Conftantine,  having  regained  his  liberty  at  the  fame  time 
with  his  brother  James,  married  a German  baronefs,  maid 
of  honour  to  the  princefs  of  Neuburg  ; a marriage  of  paflion, 
foon  followed  by  repentance,  and  from  which  he  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  procure  a releafe  by  a divorce.  He  deceafed 
in  1726  without  children. 

Therefa  Cunigunda,  the  daughter  of  John  Sobielki,  mar- 
ried in  1696  Maximilian  Emanuel  eledfor  of  Bavaria,  and 
died  a widow  1730.  Her  fon  Charles  Albert,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  eledtorate  of  Bavaria,  was  the  unfortunate  em- 
peror Charles  VII.  and  her  grandfon  Maximilian  Jofeph 
expired  in  1778  without  ilfue.  Her  grand-daughter  Maria 
Antonietta  married  Frederic  Ghrillian  eledlor  of  Saxony;  and 
the  blood  of  John  Sobieild  Hill  flows  in  the  veins  of  their 
progeny,  the  prefent  eledtoral  family. 

Marie  de  la  Grange,  the  confort  of  John  Sobielki,  pafled 
the  firft  part  of  her  widowhood  at  Rome  with  her  father  the 
marquis  of  Arquien,  who,  from  being  captain  of  the  Swifs 
guards  to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  had  been  ]:>romoted  by  her 
iiitereft  to  the  dignity  of  cardinal.  She  continued  to  relide 
in  that  city  until  the  year  1714,  when  flie  retired  into  France, 
her  native  country.  Louis  XlVh  afligned  her  the  caflle  of 
Blois  for  her  refdbnce,  where  (he  died  in  1.7  i 6 f,  above  70 
years  of  age.  Her  remains  were  tranfported  to  Warfaw,  and 
from  thence  conveyed,  together  with  thofe  of  her  hiflband  in 
1734,  Cracow,  and  interred  in  the  cathedral  of  that  city 

Vie  de  Sobieiki,  v.  111.  p.  lyo,  f Ibid.  p.  177.  J Lengnich,  Hi'I,  p. 
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Genealogical  Table  of  John  Sobieski’s  Family. 

john  Sobieiki  dicJ  June  17,  1696  ; married  Marie  dc  la  Grange,  who  died  at  Blois,  1716. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Corns  of  Poland. — Public  library, — State  of  learning, — Lite^ 
rature  encouraged  by  the  king, — Wretched  adminijiration  of 
jujlice, — Prifons  of  Warfaw. — Punijhments  for  criminal 
offences, — Sdorture  abolijhed, — Laws  relating  to  debtors. 

BEEORE  our  departure  from  Warfaw  we  vifited  fome  chap. 

obje(5ls  of  literary  curiofity  ufually  feen  by  foreigners. . , 

We  firit  adjourned  to  the  palace  to  examine  fome  coins  and 
medals  relative  to  the  hiftory  of  Poland.  The  count  of 
Mazinfki,  natural  fon  of  Auguhus  III  purchafed  the  greatcll 
part  of  this  collecStion,  and  prefented  it  to  his  prefcnt  majefty. 

1 flaall  not  enter  upon  any  account  of  the  for^jgn  coins  and 
medals,  but  content  myfelf  with  mentioning  a few  which 
relate  to  Poland. 

The  earlieft  coin  is  that  of  Boleflaus  I.  fon  of  Micillaus,. 
the  firft  Polifli  prince  converted  to  Chriftianity  : this  piece 
of  money  was  ftruck  in  999,  probably  foon  after  the  intro- 
du6lion  of  coining  into  Poland.  There  was  no  head  of  the 
fovereign  upon  it,  only  the  Pollfli  eagle  on  one  fide,  and  a 
crown  on  the  reverfe. 

The  feries  of  coins  is  broken  until  Simfmond  I.  from 

O 

whofe  acceffion  it  is  continued  in  an  uninterrupted  line, 

Henry  of  Valois  excepted  ; during  whofe  diort  reign  no 
money  was  llruck  in  Poland.  I noticed  a curious  jiiece  of. 
Albert  of  Brandenburgh  as  duke  of  Pruflia,  after  he  had 
wxefted  that  country  from  the  I'eutonk  knights.  The 
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BOOK  prufTian  eagle  is  marked  with  an  S,  to  fliew  that  Albert  held 
— 'his  lands  as  feudal  and  tributary  to  Sigifmond  1.  There  was 
a fine  medal  in  honour  of  John  Sobielki’s  raifing  the  fiege 
of  Vienna,  with  the  following  punning  infcription  : Urbem 
JervaJlis  et  orbem.  I like  wife  obferved  a medal  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  call  in  the  late  turbulent  times  ; it  had  a well- 
executed  likenefs  of  the  king  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  reverfe 
an  emblem  of  civil  com.motions,  a fliip  in  a fiorm  with  the 
clalfical  allufion,  Ne  cede  malts. 

The  public  library  next  engaged  our  attention.  The  col- 
ledlion  owes  its  beginning  to  the  private  bounty  of  two 
bifiiops  of  the  family  of  Zalufki ; the  following  infcription 
is  over  the  door  ; “ Civ'mm  ufui  perpetuo  Zaluficorum  par  il-^ 
“ lujlre  dicavit  1714.”  It  has  fince  received  feveral  large  ad- 
ditions from  various  benefactors ; and,  as  the  librarian  in- 
formed me, contains  above  100,000  volumes.  It  is  very  rich 
in  books  and  manufcripts  relating  to  the  Polhh  hiftory. 

I have  only  a few  obfervations  to  make  upon  the  general 
fiate  of  literature  in  Poland,  my  fiay  in  this  country  not  be- 
ing long  enough  to  collect  a more  circumftantial  account. 

There  are  two  univerfities,one  at  Cracow,  and  the  other  at 
Vilna;  the  former  was  under  the  diredtion  of  prielts,  called 
Academicians ; and  the  latter  was  fuperintended  by  the  Je- 
fuits ; but  in  both,  the  courfe  of  fiudies  was  chiefly  confined 
to  theology.  Since  the  fuppreflion  of  the  Jefuits,  the  king 
has  efiabliflied  a committee  of  education,  compofed  of  mem- 
bers difiinguiflicd  either  by  high  ftation,  or  enlightened  un- 
dcrflandings.  The  committee  has  an  abfolute  power  in 
matters  of  education  ; appoints  profelTors ; regulates  their 
fillary  ; and  dircdts  their  fliidies.  The  advantages  of  this 
regulation  have  already  been  experienced. 
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Although  from  the  nature  of  the  government  learning 
has  never  been  widely  diffufed  in  Poland,  yet  there  never  ^ ^ 

have  been  wanting  men  of  genius  and  literature,  w'ho  have 
been  an  ornament  to  their  country  : and  perhaps  no  nation 
can  boaft  a more  regular  fucceffion  of  excellent  hiftorians ; or 
a greater  variety  of  writers  deeply  converfant  in  the  laws, 
llatutes,  and  conftitution.  Under  Sigifmond  I.  and  his  fon 
Sigifmond  Auguftus,the  arts  andfciences  began  to  be  greatly 
diftinguiflied  by  royal  patronage  ; they  were  cherilhcd  by 
fome  of  the  fucceeding  raonarchs,  particularly  John  Sobiefki; 
but  no  prince  has  paid  them  more  attention  than  the  prefent 
king  Stanillaus  Auguftus.  His  munificence  in  this  parti- 
cular  has  been  attended  with  the  happieft  effetSls.  7"he  Po- 
lifli  literati  have,  within  a few  years,  given  to  the  public  a 
much  greater  variety  of  elegant  performances  than  ever  ap- 
peared in  any  former  period  of  the  fame  length.  What  is 
more  material,  a talle  for  fcience  has  fpread  itfelf  among 
the  nobles,  and  begins  to  be  regarded  as  an  accomplifliment. 

The  enlargement  of  mind,  derived  by  thefe  licentious  fpirits 
from  this  new  purfuit,  has  already  weaned  feveral  of  them 
from  their  habits  of  barbarous  turbulence,  and  greatly  hu- 
manized their  civil  deportment.  It  may,  perhaps,  in  time 
teach  them  thoroughly  to  comprehend  the  true  intcreft  of 
their  country,  and  the  expedience  of  due  fubordination,  hi- 
therto deemed  incompatible  with  liberty  : thefe  petty  defpots 
will,  perhaps,  be  induced  to  lay  afidethat  contempt  for  their 
vaffals ; they  will  perceive  that  the  burghers  and  peafants 
are  the  true  fupports  of  their  country  ; and  that  Poland 
wants  nothing  but  juftice  and  order  to  become  as  flourifhing 
as  the  neighbouring  ftates. 

During  my  ftay  at  Warfaw  I vifited  the  feveral  prifons  ; 
and  made  inquiries  into  the  nature  of  the  various  tribunals, 
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BOOK  and  into  the  different  modes  of  punifhment  for  criminal  of- 
. - f fences  : my  engaging  in  this  employment  was  principally 
owing  to  a cafual  meeting  I had  at  Vienna  with  the  benevo- 
lent Mr.  Howard,  whofe  humane  attention  to  the  outcafls  of 
fociety  has  reflected  fo  much  honour  on  himfelf  and  his 
country.  Informing  him  that  I was  proceeding  to  the 
Northern  kingdoms,  I intimated  an  intention  to  examine  the 
hate  of  the  prifons  and  penal  laws  in  thofe  countries  ; and 
profeffed  a readinefsto  lay  before  him  the  refult  of  my  ob- 
fervations.  Mr.  Howard  approved  my  delign,  fuggefted 
feveral  ufeful  hints,  and  even  dictated  fome  fpecific  quef- 
tions  tending  greatly  to  facilitate  my  inquiries. 

I fhall  not  enter  upon  a defcription  of  the  prifons  in  War- 
fa  w,  as  they  afforded  fcarcely  any  thing  worthy  of  parti- 
cular obfervation  ; I fliall  therefore  confine  myfelf  to  the 
general  adminiftratioii  of  juftice. 

Atrocious  crimes,  fuch  as  murder.  See.  are  puniihed  by 
belieading  or  hanging  ; leffer  delinquencies  by  whipping, 
hard  labour,  and  imprifonment  : the  nobles  never  fuffer  any 
corporal  puniihment  ; but  are  liable  only  to  imprifonment 
and  death. 

Torture  was  aboliflred  in  1776,  by  an  edi6^  of  the  diet, 
introduced  by  the  influence  of  the  king  ; a regulation  as 
expreflive  of  his  majefty’s  judgement  as  of  his  benevolence. 
It  is  an  infinite  fatisfadfion  to  fee  the  rights  of  humanity  ex- 
tending ihemfelves  in  countries,  where  they  had  been  but 
little  known  ; a drcumftance  that  mufi;  cafl  a great  refledtion 
on  thofe  nations  which,  like  France,  have  attained  the  high- 
efl  i)itch  of  civilization,  and  yet  retain  the  ufelefs  and  barba- 
rous cuflom  of  torture  •-•h 

* Ln  i^urjlion  l}rrpa)atoirc,nrt\\cm?i\&\oT\  been  lately  aboli/liecl  in  France;  but  the 
of  ton- rc,  for  forcins^  the  confdTioii  of  a torture  nice!  for  the  tlifeovery  of  accom- 
tiiii.c  fi'  in  an  acculca  i crlon,  has  indeed  plices  is  ftill  retained, 
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The  defects  of  the  police  in  this  country  are  by  no  cir-  chap. 
cumftances  fo  flrongly  evinced,  as  l)y  the  frequent  impunity  - — v — ' 
of  the  raoft  atrocious  crimes  : this  abufe  may  be  traced 
from  the  following  caufes. 

I.  The  greatelf  criminals  find  at  times  little  difficulty 
in  engaging  the  prote6tion  of  fome  of  the  principal  nobles, 
who  occafionally  affemble  their  vafTals  and  retainers  in  arms, 
and  drive  the  officers  of  juftice  from  their  lands.  This  anar- 
chy refembles  the  ftate  of  Europe  in  the  i 4th  century,  dur- 
ing the  prevalence  of  the  feudal  laws,  when  every  great 
baron  poffeffied  territorial  jurifdidtion,  and  was  almoft  equal 
in  authority  to  the  king. 

'2.  The  law,  efteemed  by  the  Poliffi  gentry  the  great  bul- 
wark of  their  liberty,  which  ena(fts  that  no  gentleman  can 
be  arrefted  for  mifdemeanors  until  he  is  convidled  of  them, 
notwithftanding  the  ftrongeft  degree  of  prefumptive  proof  : 
the  offender,  of  courfe,  if  likely  to  be  found  guilty,  takes 
care  to  withdraw  himfelf  before  the  completion  of  the  pro- 
cefs.  Murder  indeed,  and  robbery  on  the  highw^ay,  and  a 
few  other  capital  crimes,  are  excluded  from  this  privilege  : 
but  even  in  thofe  flagrant  enormities  no  gentleman  can  l)c 
taken  into  cuflody,  unlefs  a^fually  apprehended  in  the  com- 
miffion  of  the  offence  ; and  when  the  crime  is  thus  poli- 
tively  afeertained,  which  in  the  nature  of  things  can  feldom 
occur,  the  culprit  cannot  be  fentenced  to  capital  puniffiment 
by  any  other  tribunal  than  a diet. 

3.  The  right  which  every  towm  poffieiTes  of  having  its 
own  criminal  courts  of  j office,  with  judges  feletfted  folely 
from  the  inhabitants.  Many  of  thefe  towns  arc  at  ]-)refent 
reduced  to  fuch  a low  ftate,  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  the  name 

* Neminem  captivabimus  nifi  jure  v'naum, 
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BOOK  Qf  villages  : in  thefe  places,  of  courfe,  the  judges  are  necef- 
— V — ' farily  perfons  of  the  loweft  defcription,  and  totally  unqualified 
for  the  difcharge  of  their  high  office.  Innocence  and  guiltj,. 
by  this  means,  are  often  not  diftinguiflied,  and  as  often 
wantonly  confounded.  Not  only  the  power  of  levying  dif- 
cretionary  fines,  but  the  inflidfion  of  corporal  punifliment,., 
and  even  of  death  itfelf,  is  entrufted  to  thefe  contemptible 
tribunals.  The  chancellor  Zamoifki  has,  in  the  new  code 
of  laws  which  he  is  preparing  for  the  infpedion  of  the  diet^ 
defcribed  the  abufes  of  thefe  petty  courts  of  jufiice  in.  the 
moil  forcible  language  and  propofes,.  as  the  only  adequate 
remedy  of  the  evil,  to  annihilate  this  right  of  penal  jurif- 
didlion  in  all  but  nine  of  the  principal  towns. 

4.  There  are  no  public  officers  whofe  province  it  is  to 
profecute  the  offenders  in  the  king’s  name.  Mence,  even  in 
cafe  of  murder,  robbery  upon  the  highway,  and  the  moll: 
atrocious  crimes,  the  delinquent  generally  efcapes,,  unlefs 
fbme  individual  indidls  and  brings  him  to  trial : this  feldom- 
happens,  as  the  procefs  is  attended  with  no  fmall  lhare  of 
expence. 

The  jurifdidlion  of  the  great  marffial  is  almoft  the  only 
exception  to  this  flagrant  defedl  of  common  juffice.  His  ju- 
rifdidlion  is  in  force  in  the  place  where  the  king  refides,  and. 
to  the  diftanceof  three  Polifli  miles.  Within  that  diftridf  the 
great  marflial  can  arreft  and  profecute  for  crimes  of  felony, 
without  any  plaintiff.  In  cafes  alfo  of  high  treafon,  certain 
officers  of  the  crown,  called  injiigatores,  are  impowered  of 
their  own  motion  to  cite  fufpicious  perfons  before  the  diet. 

5.  The  power  wdiich  every  plaintiff  poffeffes  of  with- 
drawing his  profecution,  even  in  cafes  of  the  greateft  enor- 
mity : this  cuftom  fcreens  all  but  the  indigent  from  the  pur- 
fuit  of  juffice ; as  perfons  of  moderate  property  are  generally 
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able  to  bribe  the  neceffity  or  avarice  of  their  profecutor. 

This  practice,  founded  on  a narrow  principle,  that  outrages  ^ ^ 

againft  individuals  are  merely  private,  not  public  offences,  is 
an  inftance  of  the  groffeit  barbarifm,  which  all  civilized 
nations  have  renounced  ; for  it  requires  a very  fmall  degree 
of  legiflative  improvement  to  perceive,  that  private  wrongs, 
when  unchaftized,  become  highly  injurious  to  the  commu- 
nity at  large,  by  affording  encouragement  to  fimilar  offences. 

In  vifiting  the  prifons  I faw  the  bad  effects  of  this  ufage 
exemplified  in  a ftriking  inftance.  Two  perfons,  indicted  for 
the  affaffination  of  a Jew,  had  been  permitted  to  remain  in 
prifon  upwards  of  a twelvemonth,  without  being  brought  to 
a trial.  The  widow  of  the  deceafed,  upon  whofe  accula- 
tion  they  were  imprifoned,  having  agreed,  on  the  payment  of 
a ftipulated  fiam,  to  drop  the  fuit  and  grant  them  a rclcafe, 
their  inability  to  fatisfy  her  demand  had  been  the  only 
realbn  for  detaining  them  fo  long  in  confinement ; and  as 
when  I faw  them  they  had  juft  raifed  the  money,  they  were 
upon  the  point  of  obtaining  a final  difeharge. 

From  this  fketch  of  the  adminiftration  of  jiiftice  in  this 
country,  the  expediency  of  a thorough  reformation  is  very 
apparent.  That  able  legiflator  count  Zamoifki,  in  the  new 
code  of  laws  which  T have  frequently  had  occabon  to 
mention,  has  paid  particular  attention  to  the  amendment 
of  the  criminal  laws.  But  as  any  innovations  in  the 
courts  of  juftice,  calculated  to  produce  any  elfential  benefit^ 
muft  materially  infringe  the  privileges  of  the  nobles,  and 
Gounteradt  the  national  prejudices,  the  moft  nlcfulcode  can 
fcarcely  expe6l  to  receive  the  faneftion  of  the  diet. 

The  laws  relating  to  debtors  are  as  follow.  The  creditor 
proceeds  againft  the  debtor  at  his  own  expence  ; and,  until 
tire  trial  is  finiihed,.  allows  him  eight  gvofehens,  or  three 
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]’ook  half-pence,  a day  for  his  maintenance  ; when  the  debt 
— V — 'is  proved,  the  creditor  is  releafed  from  the  above-mentioned 
contribution : the  debtor  continues  in  prifon,  at  the  difcre- 
tion  of  his  creditor,  until  the  debt  is  difcharged  ; and,  if  he 
has  no  means  of  fubfiftence,  is  obliged  to  maintain  himfelf 
by  working  with  the  delinquents  in  cutting  wood,  fawing 
Ifone,  or  cleaning  the  ftreets. 

In  cafe  a gentleman  contradls  a debt,  an  adhon  lies  againft 
his  lands  and  goods,  and  not  againft  his  perfon,  unlefs  he 
gives  a note  of  hand  with  a double  fignature,  one  intended 
as  an  afcertainment  of  the  debt,  the  other  as  a renunciation  of 
his  exemption  from  arrefts;  but  a perfon  of  high  diftindlion, 
even  though  he  fliould  bind  himfelf  by  this  engagement, 
can  bid  defiance  to  all  danger  of  imprifonment. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Departure  from  Warfaw. — ‘Bialliftock. — Entertainment  at 
the  count efs  0/ Branilki’s/)<3;/<a:^“^. — Dutchy  0/ Lithuania. — 

Ms  union  with  Poland. — Dejcription  of  Grodno. — Diets. — 

Phyfic  garden. — General  produdiions  of  Lithuania. — Jc~ 
count  of  the  Wild-ox. — Of  the  Remiz  and  its  pendent  neji. — 
Manufadiures: — Entertainments. — Hofpitality  of  the  Poles. 

' — Elediionrdinner^  and  ball. 

Before  we  quitted  Warfaw  we  received  another  inftance.  chap.. 

of  his  majelly’s  wonderful  condefcenfion,  a letter  wric-  ^ 
ten  with  his  own  hand  to  the  poft-maRer  at  Grodno,  ordering 
that  we  fhould  receive  every  accommodation  which  could  be 
procured,  and  that  we  fhould  be  permitted  to  vifit  thema- 
nufa6lures  and  every  object  of  curiofity. 

We  quitted  the  capital  on  the  10th  of  Auguft,  crolTed  tlie 
Viftula,  and.  paired  through  the  fuburbs  of  Praga.  About  an 
Englilh  mile  from  Warfaw  a foreft  begins,  and  continues, 
with  little  interruption,  to  the  dilfance  of  eighteen  miles.. 

At  Wengrow  we  obferved  a fine  corps  of  Ruffian  troops 
quartered  in  the  village.  Some  of  the  places  in  our. 
route,  though  extremely  wretched,  enjoyed  their  own  police 
and  courts  of  juftice':  they  confilted  of  wooden  huts,  motfly 
thatched,  forae  roofed  with  wood,  and  a few  with  tiles.  The. 
country  was  chiefly  fandy  and  level  until  we  arrived  at  the. 

Bog,  which  we  crofled  at  Gran  : the  river  was  broad  and 
fl^ialloNV.  We  afcended  from  its  banks  a fmall  rife,  and  found 
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BOOK  better  foil,  and  the  country  more  diveriified.  The  road 
— , — ; was  not  unpleafmt,  running  through  fields  fown  with  dif- 
ferent fpecies  of  corn,  hemp,  and  flax ; but  we  never  loft 
fight  of  the  foreft,  and  always  faw  it  fkirting  the  horizon. 
In  many  places  I obferved  the  wood  encroaching  upon  the 
fields,  and  young  trees  fiiooting  up  in  great  numbers  where- 
ever  cultivation  had  been  negledfed.  I was  informfed  that 
this  is  the  cafe  in  moft  parts  of  Poland,  many  traces  of  former 
enclofures,  and  even  the  veftiges  of  paved  ftreets,  being  dif- 
cernible  in  the  centre  of  the  forefts. 

The  largeft  place  we  pafied  through  was  Bielfk,  capital  of 
the  palatinate  of  Podalachia,  where  the  dietine  for  the  dif- 
tri(ft  is  held  : it  is  little  better  than  a miferable  village,  though 
called,  in  the  geographical  defcriptions  of  Poland,  a large 
town.  Between  Bielfk  and  Woytfzi  our  wheel  was  nearly 
taking  fire,  and  while  we  flopped  at  a fmall  village  to  have  it 
greafed,  I entered  feveral  cottages,  which  I found  infinitely 
worfe  even  than  thofe  wretched  dwellings  which  I had  before 
examined  in  the  towns  where  the  inhabitants  were  more  free; 
in  the  latter  we  obferved  furniture  and  fome  conveniences ; 
in  thefe  nothing  but  the  bare  walls.  The  peafants  were  per- 
fe61;  flaves,  and  their  habitations  and  appearance  correfponded 
with  their  miferable  fituation  : I could  fcarcely  have  figured 
to  myfelf  fuch  objecfts  of  poverty  and  mifery.  The  country 
we  traverfed  from  Warfaw  to  Bialliftock  was  in  general 
fandy  ; but  in  fome  places  the  foil  was  very  rich.  All  parts 
were  fit  for  cultivation,  and  many  fpots  had  the  appearance 
of  great  fertility.  We  remarked,  however,  that  the  harveft, 
even  in  tlie  moft  fruitful  tradts,  was  but  indifferent ; a cir- 
cumftance  evidently  owing  to  the  defecft  in  hufbandry. 

We  arrived  late  in  the  evening  at  Bialliftock,  a very  neat 
and  well-built  town.  The  ftreets  were  broad,  and  the  houfes, 
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which  were  in  general  plaiftered,  flood  detached  from  each 
other  at  uniform  dilfances.  The  fuperior  neatnefs  of  Bi.d-  > — 
liftock  is  owing  to  the  illullrious  family  of  Branifki,  whcfc 
palace  hands  clofe  to  tlie  town,  and  who  have  contributed  to 
ornament  their  place  of  refidence.  It  belongs  to  the  countcfs 
Branifki,  lifter  of  the  prefent  king,  and  widow  of  the  late 
great  general  Branifki ; who,  notwithftanding  this  alliance, 
warmly  protefted  againft  the  eledlion  of  his  prefent  majefty. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival,  the  countefs,  to  whom  we 
had  a letter  from  prince  Staniflaus  Poniatoufki,  honoured  us 
with  a moft  polite  invitation  to  dinner,  and  fent  her  carriage 
to  convey  us  to  the  palace.  We  were  moft  politely  received 
by  our  noble  hoftefs,  and  were  convinced  from  her  amiable 
manners,  condefeending  behaviour,  and  lively  flow  of  con- 
verfation,  that  affability  and  good  fenle  are  natural  to  the 
family  of  Poniatowfki. 

We  found  a large  company  affembled  at  table,  whom  the 
countefs  had  invited  to  partake  of  her  hofpitable  board, 
which  was  elegantly  fupplied  with  every  delicacy.  Among 
other  topics,  the  converfation  turned  upon  our  mode  of  tra- 
velling through  a country  fo  poor  and  wretched,  and  fo  de- 
ficient in  comfortable  accommodations.  I fuppofe,”  faid  a 
Polifli  gentleman,  you  carry  your  beds  with  you to- 
which  we  replied  in  the  negative.  “ How  do  you  fleep  then  ?” 

“ Upon  ftraw,  when  we  can  get  it ; and,  when  we  are  not  fo 
‘‘  fortunate,  upon  the  floor,  upon  a bench,  or  upon  .a  table.” 

“ You  take  your  provifions,”  returned  the  Pole. — “ Very 
feldom.” — “ How  do  you  live  then  ?” — “ Upon  what  we 
“ can  procure  : one  of  our  fervants  is  fent  before,  and  gene- 
‘‘  rally  contrives  to  obtain  fome  kind  of  provifion,  which 
VoL.  I.  E e ‘‘  may 
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BOOK  <£  footh,  if  not  fatisf^,  the  demands  of  hunger ; but  we 
— have  travelling  appetites,  and  are  not  faiUdious.” — You 
“ are  not,  however,  without  knives,  forks,  and  fpoons  ; for 
“ fuch  conveniences  are  not  known  among  the  peafants.” 
— ‘‘  We  each  of  us  carry  a clafp-knife ; are  now  and  then 
‘‘  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a wooden  fpoon  ; and  never 
££  regret  the  want  of  a fork.”  Here  our  noble  hoftefs  made  a 
propofal  to  fupply  us  with  knives,  forks,  and  fpoons,  toge- 
ther with  wine  and  proviiion  : upon  our  declining  this  of- 
fer, file  pleafantly  replied,  Perhaps  you  are  above  accept- 
“ ing  them  ; I know  the  Engiifh  are  very  haughty  ; will 
you  purchafe  them  r”  We  made  anfwer,  that  we  were  not 
afraid  of  laying  ourfelves  under  any  obligations  to  a perfon 
of  her  politenefs  and  generofity  ; but  that  the  objedl  of  our 
travels  was  to  gratify  curiolity  rather  than  appetite;  and  that 
we  thought  ourfelves  moft  likely  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  domelfic  oeconomy  of  the  peafants,  by  partaking  of  their 
accommodations,  and  by  relying  on  them  for  the  fupply 
of  our  wants.  Willing,  however,  not  to  appear  rude  in  a 
rejection  of  the  vvholc  offer,  we  accepted  a few  bottles  of 
ivine. 

The  countefs  did  us  the  honour  to  conduft  us  herfelf 
through  the  apartments  of  the  palace,  v/hich  is  a large 
building  in  the  Italian  tafte  ; and,  on  account  of  its  grandeur 
and  magnificence,  generally  called  the  Verfailles  of  Polando. 
It  was  formerly  only  a royal  hunting  feat  ; John  Cafimir 
gave  it, I together  with  lUalliftock  and  other  eltates,  to 
vJzarrvicfki,  a general  liighly  difting'uidicd  by  his  vi£to- 
jics  over  the  Swedes  at  the  time  that  Poland  was  nearly 
(Tuflicd  by  lier  enemies.  Among  the  curiolities  pre- 
f i ved  in  the  palace  is  a golden  cup,  which  Czarnicfki  ufed 
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after  the  cuhom  of  thofe  times  to  wear  faftened  to  liis  girdle ; 

and  an  embi’oidered  falli  which  he  took  among  the » 

fpoils  after  a defeat  of  Charles  X,  and  fuppofed  to  belong 
to  that  monarch.  Gzarnielki  left  one  daughter,  who  married 
Branifki  the  father  of  the  late  great  general,  by  which  mar- 
riage the  eftate  came  into  that  family.  There  is  one  apart- 
ment which  Augultus  III.  ufed  to  occupy  whenever  he  paffed 
this  way  to  the  diet  of  Grodno  ; and  which,  out  of  refjiect  to 
the  memory  of  their  late  fovereign,  is  left  in  its  original 
ftate.  In  another  room  is  a fine  portrait  of  Auguftus  in  his 
royal  robes,  with  his  head  fhaved  in  the  Polifli  fafliion,  as  he 
appeared  on  the  day  of  his  coronation.  In  the  afternoon 
we  drove  about  the  park  and  grounds,  which  arc  very  exten- 
live,  and  elegantly  laid  out  in  the  Englifli  tafic. 

We  clofed  this  agreeable  day  with  a fupper  at  the  palace, 
and  took  leave,  with  regret,  of  its  amiable  and  noble  mifirefs. 

Auguft  13.  We  fet  off  early  from  Biallilfock  : for  fomc 
way  we  traverfed  a continued  foreft  ; afterwards  the  country 
became  more  open,  abounding  with  corn  and  palfure ; the 
towns  and  villages  were  long  and  draggling  ; all  the  houfes, 
and  even  the  churches,  of  wood ; crouds  of  beggars  fur- 
rounded  our  carriage  whenever  we  flopped  ; Jews  made  their 
appearance  without  end.  About  four  we  arrived  at  Grochao  ; 
we  firft  paffed  through  fome  wretched  fuburbs  inhabited  by 
Jews,  and  ferried  over  the  Niemen,  which  is  broad,  clear, 
and  fliallow,  afeended  the  rifing  banks,  and  came  to  the 
town,  wdaich  is  built  upon  an  eminence  overlooking  the 
river. 

Though  Vilna  is  the  capital,  yet  Grodno  is  elleemed  the 
principal  town  in  Lithuania. 

Formerly  Lithuania  w'as  entirely  unconnedled  with  Po- 
land, and  w'as  governed  by  its  own  fovereigns  under  the 
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BOOK  ^[^\q  Qf  great-dukes.  From  that  rivalry,  vvhkh  ufually  fub- 
— / Lifts  between  contiguous  ftates,  the  two  nations  were  engaged 
in  a feries  of  perpetual  wars  until  1386,  when  the  great- 
duke  Ladiflaus  Jaghellon,  having  efpoufed  Hedwige  and 
embraced  the  Chriftian  religion,  was  raifed  to  the  Polifti 
throne,  and  reigned  over  both  countries. 

Ladiflaus  foon  became  fo  flncere  a convert  to  the  new  reli- 
gion, which  he  at  firft  adopted  from  interefted  views,  that  he 
endeavoured  to  propagate  its  docftrines -among  his  idolatrous 
fubjedts  in  Lithuania.  In  fubferviency  to  this  great  work, 
he  ordered  the  hallowed  groves  to  be  cut  down,  the  oracular- 
flirine  to  be  deftroyed,.  the  facred  Are  to  be  extinguifhed,  and 
the  ferpents  worfliipped  as  Gods  by  his  fuperftitious  fubjedts 
to  be  flain.  A belief  univerfally  prevailed  among  the  people, 
that  whoever  profanely  attempted  to.deftroy  thefe  objedls 
of  their  worfliip,.  would  be  ftruck  with  inftantaneous  death  ^ 
when  the  falflty  of  this  tradition  was  proved  by  the  impu- 
nity of  thofe  concerned  in  the  fuppofed  facrilege,-  the  L> 
thiianiaiis  flocked  in  fuch  crouds  to  be  converted,  that  the 
priefts  could  only  beftow  feparate  baptifm  on  perfons  of  dif- 
tindlion  ; but  diftributed  the  multitude  in  ranks,  and,  fprink- 
ling  them  with  water,  gave  one  chriftian  name  to  each  rank 
without  dilfindtion  of  fex  A Ladiflaus,  having  thus  intro- 
duced the  Chriftian  religion  into  Lithuania,  nominated  his 
brother  Caflmir  Skirgello  governor  of  that  duchy,  and  re- 
turned to  Poland  ; but  a civil  war  being  excited  by  the 

' “ f?,cn3  barbarn  majonim  tiio  “ facro  fonte  tin;^re,  nobilioribus  tantuin 

“ niiu  icligioiics  rcliiifnicbar'.  Sid  cum  “ hie  honor  habitus  t rcli.|uum  void  viilgu  i 
“ jud  1 ii;;is  facer  ij-’nis  cxtiitchis,  tcmplum  “ tiirmatim  didribiitnm,  ntjna  lullrali  five 
-*  ar;u[iic  tins  cliriira  3i:  adytum,  nivlc  ora-  “ facia  ;'i  i'acertlotibiis  confperfiim  cfl,iinnm- 
“ c !a  a faicrdote  cdcb.mlnr,  tverhnn  “ iiiic  nomeri  cntqne  tiiiina;  ram  vironiiti 
“ Vi:na?  lifer,  ii'-caricjue  fcrpeiitvs,  &.  (iic-  “ quitm  mulicnim  inditum,”  Cromer, 
**  cifi  hici  nnlta  C'i:nf(|  nm  l.i  lione,”  <io.  fcec.  j),  568. 

" oi'-l  enir.  immetifi  laboris. ellci  fiiigulos 
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ambition  of  Alexander,  furnamed  Vitoldus,  and  by  the  dif- 
contents  of  the  people,  ftill  attached  to  their  Pagan  rites, 
Lithuania  was  for  fome  time  a fcene  of  tumult  and  hoftility. 
At  length,  by  a compromife  in  1392,  Vitoldus  was  apTX>inted 
great-duke,  and  Ladiflaus  contented  himfelf  with  a refer- 
vation  of  nominal  fovereignty.  . 

In  1401  the  nobles  of  Lithuania  afTcmbled  at  Vilna,  and 
entered  upon  an  offenfive  and  defenlive  alliance  with  the. 
king  and  republic  of  Poland. 

In  14^13  it  was  llipulated,  in  a diet  oL  Poles  and  Lithu-* 
anians  held  in  the  town  of.  Mrodlo,  that,  upon  the  demife- 
of  Vitoldus,  the  Lithuanians  flioiild  acknowledge  no  other 
great-duke  but  the  perfon  who  was  appointed  by  the  king, 
and  with  the  agreement  of  the.  two  nations  ; that,  in 
cafe  Ladiflaus  died  without  ilfue,  the  Poles  fliould  elctft  no 
king  without- the  confent  of  Vitoldus  and  the  Lithuanians ; 
andthatadictjGomppfed  ofreprefentatives  from  both  nations, 
fhould  meet  whenever  it  was  thought  neceffary,  at  Lublin 
or  Parzow  From  the  demife  of  Vitoldus,  who  expired 
in  1439  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age,  the  great-dukes  u'ere 
fometimes,  in  .conformity  to  thi&  compa(5f,  nominated  by 
the  kings.  oLPolaiKl;  at  other  times,  in  violation  of  it,  by; 
the  Lithuanians^  At  length  Sigifmond  1.  fortunately  united- 
in  his-  perfon  the  two  fovereignties,  and  was  fuccceded  in-^ 
both,  by  his  fon  Sigifmond  Auguftus. 

Hitherto  the  conne6tioii  between  the  two  nations  had 
been  more  an  alliance  than  an  union  ; but  Sigifmond  Au- 
gullus  having  no  children,,  and  being  the  only  furvivine^  , 
male  heir  of  the  Jaghellon  family,  planned  the  union  of 
Poland  and  Lithuania,  left  upon  his  deceafe  the  connedioiii 
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BOOK  QTQuld  be  difiblved,  and  the  two  nations  be  again  governed 
— , — - by  different  princes.  After  Ibme  difficulties,  and  being  once 
frulfrated  in  his  attempt,  he  obtained,  from  a general  diet 
held  at  Lublin  in  1569,  that  Poland  and  Lithuania  ffiould 
from  henceforth  be  united  and  conlidered  as  one  nation ; 
that  one  fovereign  ffiould  be  chofen  conjointly  by  both  peo- 
ple ; that  the  Lithuanians  ffiould  fend  nuntios  to  the  general 
diet,  be  admitted  into  the  fenate,  and  have  an  equal  ffiare  in 
the  public  honours  and  employments that  no  alliance 
ffiould  be  made  with  foreign  powers,  and  no  embaffadors 
difpatched  without  the  confent  of  both  parties  ; that  the 
fame  money  ffiould  pafs  current  in  both  countries  ; in  Ihort, 
that  they  ffiould  have  no  diifindhon  of  privilege  or  interelf. 
Upon  the  ratification  of  this  union,  Sigifmond  Auguftus  re- 
nounced all  hereditary  right  to  Lithuania.  PTom  this  period 
the  fiime  perfon  has  been  uniformly  eledfed  king  of  Poland 
and  great- duke  of  Lithuania ; and  the  two  nations  have  been 
incorporated  into  one  republic  ’'b 

Grodno  is  a large  and  ftraggling  place,  but  contains  no 
more  than  3000  Ghriflians,  excluding  the  perfons  employed 
in  the  manufadlures,  and  1000  Jews.  It  has  greatly  the 
appearance  of  a town  in  decline  ; containing  a mixture  of 
wretched  hovels,  falling  houfes,  and  ruined  palaces,  wfith 
magnificent  gateways,  remains  of  its  ancient  magnificence. 
A few  habitations  in  good  repair  make  the  contralf  more 
ftriking. 

'I'hc  old  palace  in  which  the  kings  ufed  to  refide  during 
the  diets,  flood  upon  an  hilf  of  fand  rifing  abruptly 
from  the  river,  and  forming  part  of  its  bank  : fome  re- 
mains of  the  ancient  walls  If  ill  cxift.  Oppofitc  to  this  hill 
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is  the  new  palace,  baUt,but  never  inhabited,  by  AngUilus  III. 
as  it  was  not  finilhed  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  this  palace  > — . — / 
are  the  apartments  wherein  the  diets  are  held,  or  rather 
will  be  held,  if  they  are  ever  again  fummoned  to  Grodno. 
According  to  the  treaty  of  Hrodlo,  Lublin,  or  Parzow,  or  any 
other  more  commodious  town,  was  appointed  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Polifli  and  Lithuanian  deputies  ; but  in  the  arti- 
cles of  union  it  was  ftipulated,  that  Warfaw  fliould  be  the 
place  where  the  reprefentatives  of  the  two  nations  were  to 
aflemble '''-b  In  1673,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  it  was 
ena61ed,  that  every  third  diet  faould  be  held  at  Grodno  ; and, 
in  conformity  to  this  law,  the  firll;  national  allembly  was 
convened  here  in  1678  under  John  Sobielki.  But  when 
the  next  turn  of  Grodno  arrived,  that  monarch  fummoned 
the  diet  to  Warfaw  : the  Lithuanians  llrongiy  oppofetl  this 
infringement  of  their  rights  ; and  their  deputies,  inllead  of 
proceeding  to  Wafaw,  where  the  king,  fenate,  and  nuntios 
of  Poland  were  met,  repaired  to  this  town,  and  formed  a fe- 
parate  diet.  In  order  to  prevent  a civil  war,  which  this  divi- 
fion  might  occafion,  a negotiation  took  place,  and  it  was  at 
length  fettled,  that  the  diet  of  1673  Ihould  affemble  at  War- 
faw, but  be  called  the  diet  of  Grodno,  and  that  the  marfhal 
Biould  be  chofen  from  the  Lithuanian  nuntios  t.  From  that 
time  tire  diets  have  been  occafionally  fummoned  to  Grodno  ; 
until  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majeily,  when  they  have  been 
uniformly  held  at  Warfaw  ; and  this  innovation  has  been 
tacitly  agreed  to  by  the  Lithuanians,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
tance  of  this  town  from  the  royal  rehdence,  as  well  as  in 
confideration  of  the  troubles  which  convulfed  the  country. 

We  carried  a letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr.  Gillibert,, 
a French  naturalifl:  of  great  learning  and  abilities,  who  has 

i Vn  dt'  Sobitiki,  p.  10- 
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BOOK  Riperintendence  of  the  college  and  phyfic  garden . The  king 

— . — of  Poland  has  eflablifl'ied  in  this  place  a Royal  Academy  of 
T'hy  hck  for  Lithuania,  in  which  ten  ftudents  are  inftrudled  in 
.phyfick,  and  twenty  in  furgery.  They  are  all  lodged,  boarded, 
•and  taught  at  his  majehy’s  expence.:  an  inftitution  that  re- 
flects the  highefl  honour  npon-the  king,  and  which  has 
greatly  flourithed  under  the  royal  patronage  and  protection. 
The  phylic  garden,  which  did  not  exiit:  in  1,776,  made, 
when  1 pafled  through  the  town  in  1778,  a very  refpeCtable 
appearance  ; wiiich  was  entirely  owing  to  Mr.  Gillibert’s 
attention  and  care.  -It  contained  1500  exotics,  amongft 
which  w'ere- leveral  delicate  American  plants  fown  in  the 
open  air,  and  wdiich  thrived  remarkably  well  in  this  climate. 
Mr.  Gillibert  told  me,  that  he  had  difcovered  200  fpecies  of 
plants  in  Lithuania,  which  w'ere  only  thought  indigenous  in 
Siberia,  Tartary,  and  Sweden  ; and  that  in  the  whole  duchy 
he  had  obferved  980  fpecies,  exclufive  of  the  forts  common 
to  moft  countries  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Gillibert  had  lately  formed  a fmall  collection,  chiefly 
conflfting  of  the  productions  of  Lithuania ; and  w'as  em- 
ployed in  arranging  materials  for  a natural  hiftory  of  this 
duchy  : he  propofes  to  begin  his  publications  upon  that 
fubjeCt  with  a Flora  Lithuanica ; wdiich  will  be  fucceflively 
followed  by  an  account  of  the  mineralogy,  infeCts,  quadru- 
peds, and  birds.  Confidering  the  infant  Hate  of  natural 
knowledge  in  this  country,  the  defign  will  require  great 
length  of  time  and  perfeverance  before  it  is  completed  ; but 
there  is  nothing  which  affiduity  and  attention  will  not  effeCt. 

The  animals  roving  in  the  boundlefs  forefts  of  Lithuania 
are  the  bear,  the  w'olf,  the  elk,  the  wild-ox,  the  lynx,  the 
beaver,  the  glouton,  the  w’ild-cat,  See. 

5 


At 


GRODNO. 


217 


At  Grodno  I had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a female  of  the 
wild-ox,  probably  the  fame  quadruped  which  is  defcribed  by  ,.Lj 
Ariftotle  under  the  name  of  Bonafus,  ftyled  Urus  in  the- 
Commentaries  of  Csefar,  and  called  Bifon  by  fome  naturaliifs. 

That  which  fell  under  my  obfervation  was  not  full  grown^ 
about  the  fize  of  a common  Englifli  eow,  fliaped  like  a buf- 
falo, but  without  the  protuberance  over  its  flioulders  : its 
neck  was  high  and  thick,  and  covered  with  long  hair,  or 
mane,  which  fringed  down  the  throat  and  bread,  and  hung 
almoft  to 'the  ground,  fomewhat  refcmbling  that  of  an  old 
lion  the  forehead  was  narrow,  with  two  horns  turning  in- 
wards -b  and  the  tongue  of  a bluifli  colour.  The  male,  as 
we  were  informed,  is  fometimes  fix  feet  in  height,  and  is 
more  fierce,  and  fliaggy  than  the  female. 

Linneeus  has  claffed  \.\\q  Bonafus^-Xho.  Urus,  and  the  Bi/o:-?^ 
(probably  the  fame  animal  with  different  names)  under  three 
fpecies ; Buffon  reduces  them . to  two,  the  Urus  and  the 
Bifon ; and  Pennant  has  comprifed  them  all  under  one  fpe- 
cies t.  His  opinion  has  been  lately  adopted  by  Pallas,  in  a very 
curious  differtation  publifhed  in  the  Aefts  of  the  Imperial 
Academy  of  Sciences  of  St.  Peterfburgh.  That  celebrated 
naturalift  informs  us,  , that  this  fpecies  of  the  wild-ox,  which 
was  formerly  very  common  in. Europe, .exifis  no  where  in 
that  continent,  but  in  thefe  Lithuanian  forells,  in  fome  parts 
of  the  . Carpathian  mountains,  and  perhaps  in  the  Caucafus, . 


* Ariftoile  defcrlbcs  the  horns  of  the 

BonaJuS  as  yxfjL^a  xai  K£xafA(xer«  aWriXa., 

“ crooked  and  bending  totuards  each  othet 
A"  circumflance  which  feems  to  have  puz- 
zled fome  naturalifts  who  have  .commented 
upon  Ariflotle,  who  did  not  confider  that 
the  figure  of  the  horns  varies  exceedingly  hv 
the  fame  fpecies,  in  a wild  or  tame  date, 

VOL.  I. 


and 'cannot  be  admitted  'as  forming  a fpe- 
cific.  diilerence.  See  Arid.  Hid.  Anim.  L, 
]X.  c.  45.  alfo  Camus  Hid.  des  Animau.N, 
cited  in  Maty’s  Review  for  April,  .783, 
p.  313,  &o. 

t Sydema  Natune.  Buffon’s  Hid.  Nat, 
Pennant’s  Hid.  of  Quad.  p. 
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BOOK  agrees  alfo  with  BufFon,  in  holding  the  bijon  or  wild-ox 
— , — 'of  America  to  be  only  a variety  of  this  urus  changed  by  the 
climate 

Lithuania  is  very  rich  in  ornithology ; among  the  birds  of 
prey  the  eagle  and  vulture  are  very  common.  \ or 

little  fpecies  of  titmoufe,  called  Pendulinus,  is  not  un- 

frequently  found  in  thefe  parts.  The  wondrous  ftrudlure  of 
dts  pendent  neft  induced  me  to  give  an  engraving  of  both  that 
and  the  birds  themfelves.  They  are  of  the  fmalleft  fpecies 
of  titmice.  The  head  is  of  a very  pale  bluifh  afli  colour  .; 
the  forepart  of  the  neck  and  the  breaft  tinged  with  red  ; the 
belly  white;  wings  black;  back  and  rump  of  a yellowifli 
ruft  colour  ; quill  feathers  cinereous,  with  the  exterior  lides 
white  ; the  tail  ruft-coloured.  The  male  is  fingularly  dif- 
tinguiflied  from  the  female  by  a pair  of  black-pointed 
whiflcers. 

Its  neft  is  in  the  fliape  of  a long  purfe,  which  it  forms 
with  amazing  art,  by  interweaving  down,  gofs-a-mer,  and 
minute  fibres,  in  a clofe  and  compadt  manner,  and  then 
lining  the  infide  with  down  alone,  fo  as  to  make  a fnug  and 
w'arm  lodge  for  its  young  brood.  The  entrance  is  at  the 
fide,  fmall  and  round,  with  its  edge  more  ftrongly  marked 
than  the  reft  of  this  curious  fabrick  ; the  bird,  attentive  to 
the  prefervation  of  its  eggs  or  little  ones  from  noxious  ani- 
mals, fufpends  it  at  the  lefier  end  to  the  extremity  of  the 
flcnder  twigs  of  a willow,  or  fome  other  tree,  over  a river. 
(Contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  titmice,  it  lays  only  four  or  five 
eggs  : jiOifibly  Providence  hath  ordained  this  fcantinefs  of 
eggs  to  tlie-  Remiz^  becaufe  by  the  lingular  inftindt  imparted 

Siir  !e  Biiulc  a flH'-'iic  tic  cheval  in  | 1 am  indebted  to  that  able  natiiralid, 
A'l.  Pet.  1771.  l';irt]l.  p.  232,  ^c.  IMr.  Pennant,  for  this  clefcription  of  the 
A fo  in  his  Xeue  Xonl.  Beytragc,  p.  2.  Remiz,  and  for  tlie  annexed  plate. 

7 


to 


GRODNO. 


219 


to  it,  it  is  enabled  to  feciire  its  young  much  more  cffedually 
from  deftrudlion,  than  the  other  fpecies,  which  are  very' — ^ 
prolific. 

Mr.  Gillibert  acquainted  me  that  a great  quantity  of  ych 
low  amber  is  frequently  dug  up  in  the  Lithuanian  forefis, 
fometimes  in  pieces  as  large  as  one’s  fift,  and  that  it  is  pro- 
bably the  production  of  a fmall  refinous  pine'^*^  He  in- 
formed me  that  the  duchy  abounds  in  iron  ochre,  called  by 
Linnaeus  tophus  bumofo  ochreaceus^  and  defcribed  by  Walle- 
Tius  t under  the  article  of  Ferrum  limojum^  which  produces 
forty  pounds  of  metal  in  an  hundred  weight ; that  it  yields 
alfo  feveral  fpecies  of  copper  and  iron  pyrites;  black  agate^ 
which  always  bears  a refemblance  to  the  roots  of  pines  I ; 
detached  maffes  of  red  and  grey  granite ; pudding  Hones, 
containing  chryftals  of  white  quartz  ; the  echinus  agatized  ; 


* Naturalifts  have  long  cl  ffered  concern- 
"ing  the  origin  of  amber.  Some  maintain  it 
to  be  an  animal  fiibftance ; others  clafs  it 
among  the  minerals  ; fome  aflert,  that  it  is 
a vegetable  oil  united  with  a mineral  acid  ; 
but  the  moil:  common  opinion  feems  to  be 
that  k is  a foffil  bitumen,  A few,  with 
]Mr.  Gillibert,  hold  it  to  be  the  refinous 
juice  of  a pine  hardened  by  age  ; this  latter 
opinion  was  alfo  maintained  by  the  anrient 
Romans.  Amber  is  mollufually  found  upon 
the  fea-coail,  and  tliovigh  frequently  difeo- 
vered  feveral  feet  beneath  thefurface  of  the 
ground,  yet  has  been  fuppofed  to  liave 
never  been  dug  up  at  any  eonfidcrable 
diftance  from  thefea  ; a circumllance  which 
has  led  feveral  naturalifis  to  conjefture, 
iliat  it  owes,  in  a great  meafure,  its  pro- 
dtuflion  to  thefea.  But  this  hypothefis  is  con- 
futed by  the  difeovery  of  thefe  large  pieces 
of  amber  in  the  heart  of  the  Lithuanian  fo- 
refis  far  from  any  fea.  See  Plin.  Hid,  Nat. 
L.  37.  Sec,  XL  Tacitus,  de  Mor,  Germ. 
Macquaire’s  Chymiflry,  v.  ll.  p.  206.  Bifliop 
of  Landaff  ’s  (Dr.  Watfon)  iifiays  on  Chym. 
V.  111.  p.  12.  and  particularly  Wallerius 

F f 


Syll.  Min.  v.  II.  p.  115 — 117.  where  the 
reader  will  find  a lift  of  the  principal  natu- 
ralifis,  who  have  written  upon  Amber. 

■f  Wallerius,  Syf.  Min.  v.  II.  p.  255. 

I Mr.  Gillibert  thus  deferibes  thefe 
agates  in  the  adds  of  the  Imperial  Academy 
of  Sciences.  “ Mr.  Gillebert  dans  une  let- 
“ tre  it  Mr.  le  Profeifeur  Pallas,  parle 
“ d’une  petrification  tres  rcm  irquable, 
“ commune  dans  ce  pays  [Lithuania],  la- 
“ (p.ielle  ell  agathc  par  I'a  nature,  mais  re- 
“ le-mble  pai  faitement  par  fa  forme,  a des 
“ racincs  de  fapins  petrififes.  Lcs  racinc's 
“ agaiifecsfont bandeesdcnoirautourdeleur 
“ axe,  et  incruilet's  d’une  ecoife  grile  ou 
“ blanchaire.  On  en  ti-ouve  a demi  petri- 
“ fees ; ct  toiites  donuent  une  odeur  em- 
“ pyreumatique  an  feu,  qui  provient  d’lm 
“ rede  de  priucipe  bitumcneiix.  D’Ailleurs 
“ routes  lcs  petrifications  d’origine  marine 
“ fe  trouvent  agatifees  dans  ce  pays  convert 
“ d’un  fable  fin,  dont  les  caux  peuvent  ex- 
“ traire  un  ptincipe  petrifiant  de  cettc  na- 
“ ture.”  Nov.  Adi.  Acad.  Pet.  for  1777» 
p.  45. 
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a prodigious  quantity  of  falfe  precious  ftoneSj  particulariy- 
— 'amethylts,  topazes,  garnets,  alfo  chalcedonies,  cornelians,, 
milky  agates,  the  oculus  catti^  or  cat’s  eye,  jafpers,  and  par- 
ticularly the  red  fpecies.  He  added,  that  Lithuania  was  ex-=. 
tremely  rich  in  marine  petrefaiffions,  and  chiefly  in  thofe 
which  are  common  in  the  Baltic  : of  thefe  the  madrepores 
are  the  moft  numerous,  and  amongfl  others  the  Coraliinum  ^ 
Gothlandicum  is  not  uncommon ; which  is  defcribed  in  the„ 
firft  volume  of  X\\^Amcenitates Acadeinka  t as  .extremely  rare. 

The  next  morning  we  vifited  the  manufadtures  efla- 
bliihed  by  the  king  in  1776.  They  were  carrying  on 
in  wooden  fheds,  built  by  Auguftus , III.  for  ftables, 
which  had  been  converted  into  temporary  working  looms, 
and  dwelling  houfes  for  the  accommodation  of  the  manu- 
fadfurers  ; the  wTole  eftablifliment  was  expedted  to  be  fooii 
removed  to  Loffona,  a village  near  Grodno,  where  convenient- 
buildings,  conilriKTing  at  his  majefty’s  expence,  were  nearly 
finifl'ied  for  that  purpofe. 

The  principal  manufadlures  are.  cloth  and  camlets,  linen 
and  cottons,  filk  ftuffs,  embroidery,  filk  ftockings,.  hats,  lace,  ^ 
hre  arms,  needles,  cards,  bleaching  wax,  and  carriages.  The 
country  furniflies  fufficient  wool,  flax,  hemp,  beavers  hair, 
and  wax  for  the  fupply  of  the  manufadtures  which  employ 
thofe  commodities  ; but  the  filk,  cotton,  iron,  colours,  gold  . 
and  filver  for  the  embroidery,  and  fine  thread  from  Bruflels  . 
for  the  lace,  are  imiported. 

d'hc  manufadlures  employ  3000  perfons,  . including 
thofe  difperfed  in  the  contiguous  villages,  who  fpin  linen 
and  woifled  thread.  There  are  feventy  foreigners,  who  di- 
redt  the  diflerent  branches;  the  rcfl  are  natives  belonging 
V the  king’s  demefnes. 
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The  apprentices  are  boys  and  girls,  all  children  of  Polifh 
peafants,  who  are  clothed  and  fed,  and  have  belides  a fmall  — - 

allowance  in  money.  The  diredlors  complain  that  there  is 
no  emulation  among  them ; and  that,  although  they  are 
better  fed  and  clothed  than  the  other  peafants,  yet  they  can- 
not excite  them  to  induftry  by  any  other  means  than  force. 

IMor  is  this  a matter  of  wonder  ; for  as  they  ftill  continue  in 
a ftate  of  fervitude,  if  they  acquire  any  unufual  profit,  and 
carry  it  to  their  parents,  they  are  apprehenfive  lell  it  fliould 
be  taken  away  ; it  having  frequently  happened,  that  any 
little  pittance,  they  had  gained  by  their  labour,  has  been 
wrefted  from  them,  in  order  to  pay  the  quit-rents  which  their 
parents  owed  to  their  lords.  One  of  thefe  apprentices,  more 
flirewd  than  the  reft,  faid  to  the  director,  who  was  trying  to 
ftimulate  her  induftry,  “ What  advantage  fliall  I obtain  if  I 
follow  your  advice  ? let  me  become  ever  fo  Ikilful  in  my 
“ trade,  I fliall  always  continue  fubjedt  to.  my  mafter  : the 
labour  will  be  mine,  and  the  profits  his.”  To  which  ob- 
fervation  no  anfwer  could  be  given. . Moft  of  them  appeared 
with  fuch  a fettled  melancholy  in  their  countenances,  as  made 
my  heart  ache  to  fee  them ; and  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  that  they 
worked  from  compulllon,  and  not  from  inclination.  As 
fome  remedy  to  this  evil,  it  has  been  propofed,  after  a certain 
term  of  years,  to  give  liberty  to  thofe  who  particularly  excel, 
and  diftinguifli  themfelves  by  any  extraordinary  exertions. 

But  this  humane  propofal  has  been  rejected,  from  a notion 
that  fuch  perfons,  w'hen  once  made  free,  would  no  longer 
continue  to  work ; and  that  by  thefe  means  the  raanufadures 
would  be  deprived  of  their  heft  hands.  Though  this  incon- 
venience, however,  might  occafionally  take  place,  yet  the 
encouragement  of  fuch  a regulation  would  beget  alacrity  and  i 
excite  induftry,  and  would  therefore  create  a greater  number  . 
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roox.  of  artiRs  than  it  would  emancipate.  It  would  now  and  then 
— ' occalion  the  lofs  of  a manufacturer  ; but  would  difFufe  fuch 
a knowledge  of  the  manufacture,  as  to  render  the  lofs  im- 
material. 

Thefe  manufactures  are  ftill  in  Their  infancy,  but  their 
inRitution  reflects  a confiderable  luflre  upon  his  majefly’s 
reign  ; and  more  particularly  as  his  attention  was  not 
withdrawn  from  them  during  the  civil  convulfions  which 
fo  lately  Ihook  his  throne. 

On  the  RtR  evening  of  oUr  arrival  at  Grodno,  a Polifli 
nobleman,  to  whom  we  were  introduced  by  Mr.  Gillibert, 
invited  us  to  fupper  with  fuch  franknefs  and  cordiality,  that 
it  would  have  been  rudenefs  not  to  have  accepted  the  invi- 
tation. After  an  bourn’s  converfation,  he  configned  us  to  the 
care  of  hi^  wife,  and  retired  nor  did  he  again  make  his 
appearance  the  whole  evening.  'This  feeming  inattention, 
fo  contrary  'to  the  politenefs  of  the  invitation,  occafioned  at 
firR  fome  furprize  ; but  we  afterwards  found  that  good  man- 
ners equally  direCled  his  behaviour  in  both  thefe  inRances. 
Having  before  our  arrival  invited  fome  PoliRi  gentlemen  to 
fup  with  him  who  could  not  converfe  in  French,  and  who 
drank  freely,  he  thought  juRly  enough  that  we  Riould  pafs 
a more  agreeable  evening  with  the  ladies.  We  had  a fmall 
party  at  fupper,  which  was  cheerful  and  agreeable,  for  the 
Poles  are  a very  lively  people,  and  the  women  in  general 
amiable  and  well-bred. 

We  dined  the  following  day  with  Count  Tyfenhaufen 
vice-chancellor  of  Lithuania;  it  was  an  eleClion-dinner 
previous  to  the  dietine,  which  was  to  aflemble  at  Grodno,  in 
order  to  chufe  the  reprefentatives  of  this  diRriCt  for  the  ap- 
proaching  diet.  There  were  eighty  nobles  at  table,  all,  a few 

excepted, 
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©xcepted,  in  their  national  drefs,.and  with  their  heads  fhaved 
in  the  Polhli  fadiion.  Before  dinner  they  fainted  the  count ' — . — ' 
with  great  reipecSl,^  fome  killing  the  hem  of  his  garment, 
others  hooping  down  and  embracing  his  legs.  Two  ladies 
were  at  table,  and,  as  ftrangcrs,  we  had  the  poft  of  honour 
affigned  to  us,  and  were  feated  by  them.  It  was  my  good 
fortune  to  fit  next  to  one  who  was  uncommonly  entertaining 
and  agreeable,  and  never  fuffered  the  converfation  to  flag. 

After  dinner  feveral  toafts  went  round  : — the  king  of  Poland 
-—the  diet — the  ladies  wdio  were.prefent — a good  journey  to 
us,  &c.  The  mafter  of  the  feaft  named  the  toaft,  filled  a 
large  glafs,  drank  it,  turned  it  down  to  fliew  that  it  was 
empty,  and  then  paffed  it  to  his  next  neighbour;  from  whom 
it  was  circulated  in  fucceflaon  and  with  the  fame  ceremo- 
nies through  the  whole  company.  The  wine  was  cham- 
pagne, the  glafs  large,  and  the  toafts  numerous  : but  there 
was  no  obligation,  after  the  firft  round,  to  fill  the  glafs  ; it 
■was  only  neceifiry  to  pour  in  a fmall  quantity  and  pals  the 
toaft.  As  it  is  efteemed  a kind  of  hofpitality  in  Poland  to 
circulate: the  wine  freely  among  the  guefts,  my  fair  neigh- 
bour, when  it  was  my  turn  to  drink  her  health,  propofed 
that  I fliould  fill  a bumper.  Though  1 had  already  drank, 
one  in  honour  of  his  majefty,  and  would  willingly  have  de- 
clined another,  1 could  not  difobey  the  orders  of  an  agreeable 
w'oman,  and  did  the  fame  homage  to  beauty  that  I had  before 
paid  to  royalty.  The  next  turn  was  the  health  of  the  other 
lady,  which  my  fair  neighbour  urged  me  to  do  Juftice  to  in 
the  fame  manner ; but  I excufed  myfelf  by  intimating,  that . 
fhe  alone  was  deferving  of  fuch  a tribute. 

In  the  evening  the  count  gave  us  a ball  concluded  by  an 
elegant  fupper.  The  ball  was  lively  and  agreeable.  The 
company  amufed  themfelves  with  Polifta  and Englilh  country- 

dances.  . 
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BOOK  Jances  : the  former  was  fiinple,  but  not  deficient  in  gracG. 
— „ — - and  was  accompanied  by  a moft  pleafing  air  ; the  company 
Rood  in  pairs  ; the  firft  man  led  his  partner  round  the  room 
in  a kind  of  Rep  not  much  unlike  that  of  a minuet,  he  then 
quitted  her  hand,  made  a fmall  circle,  joined  hands  again, 
and  repeated  the  fame  movements  until  the  conclufion.  The 
fecond  couple  began  as  foon  as  the  RrR  had  advanced  a few 
Reps,  and  was  quickly  followed  by  the  remainder,  fo  that  all 
the  parties  glided  after  one  another  at  the  fame  time.  The 
Poles  are  very  fond  of  this  dance  : although  it  has  little  va- 
riety, they  continued  it  Tor  half  an  hour  without  inter- 
•mifRon,  and  frequently  renewed  it  during  the  courfe  of  the 
evening.  The  intervals  between  this  national  dance  were 
Riled  with  EngliRi  country-dances,  which  they  performed 
with  equal  expertnefs,  and  with  no  lefs  delight.  An  elegant 
Tupper,  to  which  only  a feledt  party  was  invited,  agreeably 
concluded  the  entertainment  of  the  day. 

The  count  politely  prefled  us  to  continue  fome  time  at  Grod- 
no, and  to  take  up  our  abode  in  his  houfe ; but  as  we  were  de- 
Rrous  of  arriving  at  PeterR)urgh  before  the  commencement 
of  the  winter,  we  declined  the  invitation,  which  we  Rrould 
otherwife  have  accepted  with  the  greateR  pleafure.  Some  of 
the  company,  however,  had  kindly  endeavoured  to  detain 
us  by  the  following  Rratagem : tliey  privately  defircd  the 
coach- maker  employed  in  mending  our  carriage  to  execute 
the  commiflion  in  a dilatory  manner  ; and  although  we  It  ad 
accidentally  difeovered  this  projedt,  yet  it  was  not  ^Yithout 
the  moR  urgent  remonRrances  that  we  obtained  the  necefTary 
repairs.  In  order  to  fpare  our  acquaintance  the  trouble  of 
making,  and  ourfelves  the  pain  of  rejedling,  any  further  fo- 
licitations,  we  thought  it  moR  expedient  to  Real  aw'ay  in  the 
night  without  apprifing  any  one  of  our  defign. 
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It  was  our  intention  to  have  proceed  to  Vilna,  but  as  this 
was  the  time  of  ele6ling  nuntios,the  poftmafter  informed  us, ' — ^ — 
that  for  want  of  horfes  we  fhould  be  delayed  upon  the  road 
at  fome  wretched  village  without  a poflibility  of  proceeding ; 
we  therefore,  very  unwillingly,  altered  our  route,  to  our 
great  difappointment,  as  we  wifhed  much  to  have  vifited  the 
capital  of  Lithuania. 
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ConfinnaXipn  of  tour  through  the  duchy  of  Lithuania.— — 
'Number  of  Jews. — Badnefs  of  the  roads  and  want  of 
accommodations.- — Cloje  of  the  dietine  at  Minfk. — Poverty 
and  vrretchednefs  of  the  natives. — Comparative  view  of 
the  Swifs  and  Polilh  peajants. — Remarks  on  the  Plica.' 
Polonica. 

BOOK  Tm  our  route  through  Lithuania  we  could  not  avoid  being 
. / I ^ ftruckwith  the  fwarms  of  Jews,  who,  though  very  nu- 
merous in  every  part  of  Poland,  feem  to  have  fixed  their 
head-quarters  in  this  duchy.  If  you  afk  for  an  interpreter, 
they  bring  you  a Jew  if  you  come  to  an  inn,  the  landlord 
is  a Jew if  you  want  poft-horfes,  a Jew  procures  them, 
and  a Jew  drives  themq  if  you  wifh  to  purchafe,  a Jew  is 
your  agent : and  this* perhaps  is  the  only  country  in  Europe 
where  Jev/s  cultivate  the  ground  : in  pafling  through  Li- 
thuania, we  frequently  faw  them  engaged  in  fowing,  reap- 
ing, mowing,  and  other  works  of  Hufbandry, 

The  roads  in  this  country  are  quite  negledled,  being 
fcarcely  fuperior  to  by-paths  winding  through  the  thick  forett 
without  the  leaft  degree  of  artificial  clirediion  : they  are  fre- 
quently fo  narrow  as  fcarcely  to  admit  a carriage  ; and  are 
continually  fo  obftru61ed  by  flumps  and  roots  of  trees,  and 
in  many  parts  fo  exceedingly  fandy,  that  eight  fmall  horfes 
could  fcarcely  drag  us  along.  The  poftilions  were  frequently 
boys  of  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  hardy  lads,  who  rode 
I 1 polls 


JOURNEY  THROUGH  LITHUAKMA. 


pofts  of  twenty  and  even  thirty  Englifh  miles  without  a faddle, 

and  with  fcarcely  any  covering  except  a fliirt  and  a pair  of. ^ 

Jinen  drawers.  The  bridges  acrofs  the  rivulets  were  fo 
weakly  conftrudtied  and  fo  old,  that  they  feemed  ready  to 
crack  with  the  weight  of  the  carriage,  and  we  thought  our- 
felves  fortunate  in  getting  over  them  without  an  accident. 

Some  travellers  have  remarked,  that  the  forells,  through 
which  our  route  lay,  are  fet  on  fire  by  lightning  or  other 
natural  caufes,  and  blaze  for  a confiderable  time.  At  firil: 
we  conceived  this  reprefentation  to  be  well-founded,  as  we 
difcovered  in  many  parts  evident  traces  of  extenfive  confla- 
grations. Upon  inquiry,  however,  we  were  informed,  that 
the  peafants,  being  obliged  annually  to  furnifh  their  land- 
lords with  a certain  quantity  of  turpentine,  fet  fire  to  tlie 
trunks  of  the  pines  while  flanding,  and  catch  it  as  it  oozes 
from  the  flems.  We  could  obferve  few  trees  without  marks 
of  fire  upon  them:  Ibme  w^'ere  quite  black,  and  nearly 
charred  to  cinder;  fome  half-burnt;  others  confiderably 
fcorched,  but  continuing  to  vegetate. 

Augufi  15.  After  twenty  hours  inceffant  travelling  we 
arrived  late  in  the  evening  at  Bielitza,  which  isdiftant  about 
ninety  Englifli  miles  from  Grodno ; and  lat  out  before  the 
break  of  day,  anxious  to  reach  Minfk  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th,  when  a dietine  for  the  eledion  of  nuntios  was  to  be 
aflembled.  We  flopped  a fhort  time  at  Novogrodcc,  which 
is'  all  built  of  wood,  except  two  or  three  ruinous  brick- 
houfes,  a convent  that  belonged  to  the  Jefuits,  and  fome 
mouldering  Hone-walls  furrounding  a fmall  eminence,  upon 
which  are  the  remains  of  an  old  citadel.  Near  Novogrodcc 
we  pafled  a large  riumber  of  barrows,  which  the  peafants  call 
Swedifh  burying-places.  In  this  part  the  country  was  lefs 
fandy,  of  a richer  foil,  and  fomewhat  diverfified  with  hill  and 
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BOOK  tlale  : the  folitary  extent  of  the  forefls  was  more  than  nfuai 
interfperled  with  villages,  and  dotted  with  fields  of  paiture, 
in  which  we  obferved  numerous  herds  of  cattle. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  the  fmall  village  of  Mir,  we  found 
that  our  original  intention  of  reaching  Minfk  by  the  next 
morning  was  fcarcely  practicable,  even  if  we  continued  our 
journey  during  the  night.  The  diftance  was  between  fixty 
and  feventy  miles  ; the  night  extremely  dark ; the  roads 
bad,  and,  we  were  informed,  that  in  fome  places  we  fhould 
be  obliged  to  crofs  feveral  bridges  not  very  pafiable  even  in 
the  day  without  the  utmoft  circumfpeCtion.  Our  defire 
therefore  of  being  prefent  at  the  election  of  nuntios  gave 
way  to  thefe  fuggeftions;  and  we  facrificed  the  gratification 
of  our  curiofity  to  the  confiderations  of  perfonal  fafety.  The 
pleafures  of  Mir  certainly  offered  no  inducement  for  delay: 
the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants  denied  a fcanty  fupply  of  the 
moft  ordinary  refrefhments ; the  higheft  entertainment 
which  the  place  afforded  being  a fufpenfion  of  the  dangers 
of  travelling,  and  the  fum  of  our  comforts  an  intermiffion 
of  fatigue. 

The  badnefs  of  our  accommodations  at  Mir  led  us  to 
coiilider  Minfk  (where  v/e  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the 
17th)  as  the  feat  of  tafte  and  luxury.  We  there  experi- 
enced comforts  to  which  we  had  lately  been  ffrangers,  a 
neat  white-waflied  room  with  a brick  floor,  no  fleas  or  flies, 
plenty  of  clean  Itraw,  good  bread,  and  frefh  meat.  After  a 
refreffiing  night’s  reft,  we  fallied  forth  the  next  morning  to 
the  refectory  of  the  Jefuits  monaftery,  the  place  where  the 
nuntios  had  been  chofen  the  preceding  day.  We  had  fome 
difficulty  in  gaining  admittance  ; at  length  a jieifon,  who 
appeared  to  be  a man  of  confcquence,  came  out  and  inquired 
in  tlic  German  language  our  country  and  our  bufinefs. 

Upon 
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Upon  our  anfwering  that  we  were  three  Englifli  gen- 
tlemen,  defirous  of  feeing  every  thing  worthy  of  obfervation,A_,l,. 
he  exprefled  much  furprize  at  the  plainnefs  of  our  drefles, 
particularly  at  our  want  of  fwords.  In  Poland,”  he  faid, 

“ every  gentleman  wears  his  fabre  as  a badge  of  his  rank, 

“ never  appearing  in  public  without  it  and  I advife  you  tO' 

“ obferve  this  cuftom  as  long  as  you  continue  in  this  coun- 
“ try,;  if  you  wilh  to  be  confidered  as  gentlemen.”  Thanking 
him  for  his  advice,  we  accompanied  him  into  the  refedlory,. 
where  we  found  the  majority  of  the  dietine  ftill  affembled, 
though  not  upon  national  bufinefs  ; in  plain  Englifli,  they 
were  engaged  in  drinking,  a no  lefs  eflcntial  appendage  of  a 
Polilh  than  a Britifli  elecflion.  One  pcrfon,  whom  they 
feemed  to  treat  with  deference,  was-  conilantly  employed  in 
delivering  drams  to  the  electors,  who  were  handing  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  room  : many  ceremonies  palled  at  every 
circulation  of  the  glafs  ; they  touched  their  breads,  hooped 
towards  the  ground,  and  drank  the  nuntios’  and  each  other  s 
health  with  great  folemnity.  Several  of  thePolifh  gentlemen 
converfed  with  me  in  the  Latin  tongue  : they  informed  me, 
that  every  palatinate  is  divided  into  a-  certain  number  of 
dihrids,  and  that  each  dihrich  chufes  two>  nuntios.  I afked 
them  whether  the  eledtion  of  the  dihrich  of  Minfk  had  been 
contehed  ; they  told  me,  that  three  candidates  had  offered 
themfelves.  I then  demanded  whether  the  elected  nuntios 
were  of  the  king’s  party  ;■  and  they  anfwered,  “ We  have 
“ in  this  inftance  complied  with  his  majelty’s  recommenda- 
tion.” — “ You  have  adtedy”  I replied,  “ with  great  pro- 
priety  : is  he  not  a good’  prince  ?” — “ A good  prince  !”  re- 
turned the  Poles,  yes,  the  moft  excellent  that  ever  filled  ' 
a throne.” 
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Minfin  is  a large  place  : two  churches  and  the  monaflery 
' which  belonged  to  the  Jefuits  are  conftru(5led  of  brick  ; and 
the  remaining  buildings,  though  formed  of  wood,  have  a 
neater  look  than  the  generality  of  dwellings  in  this  country. 
On  returning  to  our  inn,  we  received  an  invitation  to  dinner 
from  aPolidi  count ; but  as  the  weather  appeared  fine,  as  our 
carriage  w'as  at  the  door,. and  a:ll  things  prepared  for  our  im- 
mediate departure,  we  determined  to  give  up  an  opportunity 
of  focial  enjoyment  to  the  expediency  of  purfuing  our 
journey. 

Auguft  1 8.  We  were  confiderably  fatigued  with  out 
journey  from  Minfk  to  Smolewitzo,  which,  though  fcarcely 
thirty  miles,  employed  \is,  on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the 
roads  and  other  unexpected  delays,  near  twelve  hours.  The 
weather  was  cold  and  rainy,  the  wind  high,  the  roads  worfe 
than  ufual ; and  the  evening,  when  it  fat  in,  extremely 
dark.  We  were  almoft  beginning  to  defpair  of  reaching 
our  defined  fcation,  when  a noife  of  folding  doors  thrown 
open,  and  the  rattling  of  our  carriage  upon  a wooden  floor, 
-announced  our  a(f  ual  arrival.  The  leathern  blinds  of  our 
carriage  having  been  clofely  fafened  down,  in  order  to  ex- 
clude the  wind  and  rain,  we  were  for  a few  moments  held  in 
fufpenfe  into  what  kind  of  place  we  were  admitted.  Upon 
alighting,  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  middle  of  a large  barn 
or  fhed,  at  the  further  end  of  which  we  defcried  two  large 
pines,  branches  and  all,  in  full  blaze  upon  an  hearth  with- 
out a chimney  : round  it  feveral  figures,  in  full  black  robes 
and  with  long  beards,  were  employed  in  flirring  a large 
cauldron  fufpendcd  over  the  flame.  A belief  in  witchcraft, 
or  a little  fuperfition,  might  eafily  have  reprefented  this 
party  as  a group  of  magicians  engaged  in  celebrating  fome 
myf ic  rites  ; but,  upon  nearer  infpecTion,  we  recognized  in 

them 
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them  our  old  friends  the  Jews,  preparing  their  and  our 
evening  repaft. 

We  fat  out  the  next  morning  before  day -break,  as  was  our 
ufual  cuftom,  having  no-  inducement  to  remain  any  longer 
than  was  abfolutely  neceflary  in  thefe  hovels,  abounding  in 
vermin,  and  in  which  filth  and  wretchednefs  are  united. 
Near  Borifow  we  crofled  the  Berezyna,  which  has  been  er- 
roneoufly  laid  down  by  fome  modern  geographers,  as  form- 
ing the  new  boundary  between  Ruffia  and  Poland  ; and  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  town  pafTed  a camp  of  2000  Ruffian 
troops,  who  were  marching  to  Warfaw. 

At  Borifow  the  Jews  procured  us  ten  horfes,  and  placed 
them  all  in  two  rows,  fix  next  the  carriage,  and  four  in  front 
There  was  indeed  much  ingenuity  in  contriving  this  ar- 
rangement, which  was  effe6ted  in  the  following  manner. 
The  two  middle  horfes  in  the  hinder  row  were  harneffed  as 
ufual  to  the  fplinter-bars,,  their  two  nearell:  neighbours 
were  faflened  to  the  extremities  of  the  axle-tree,  which  pro- 
jected confiderably  on  each  fide  beyond  the  boxes  of  the  fore- 
wheels, and  the  two  outermoft  were  tied  in  the  lame  manner, 
by  means  of  long  ropes,  to  the  axle-tree  of  the  hind-wheels : 
^ the  four  horfes  in  front  were  harneffed  to  the  pole  and  to 
the  fplinter-bars  of  the  pole.  Well  affured  that  horfes, 
ranged  in  this  primitive  manner,  would  require  more  room 
than  the  narrow  roads  of  Poland  generally  afforded,  we  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  the  drivers  to  place  them  two  by  two  ; 
but  fuch  was  their  obllinacy  or  want  of  comprehenfion,  wc 
Gould  not  prevail  upon  them  to  make  any  alteration.  We 
therefore  unloofed  two  horfes  from  the  hindermoR  row,  and^ 

* The  \ifual  method  of  harncrnig  was  by  placing  four  a-breaft,  and  two  in  the  forc- 
snoft  row. 

for 
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Bc^oK  fQj-  that  permiffion  were  obliged  to  compound  for  leaving  the 
— remaining  eight  in  their  original  pofition. 

In  this  manner  we  proceeded  ; and  hill  found  great  dif- 
ficulty in  forcing  our  way  through  the  wildernefs,  which 
was  fo  overgrown  with  thick  underwood,  as  in  many  parts 
fcarcely  to  admit  the  breadth  of  an  ordinary  carriage. 
In  fome  places  we  were  obliged  to  take  off  two,  in  others 
four  of  the  horfes ; and  not  uncommonly  alighted,  in,order 
to  affih  the  drivers  and  fervants  in  removing  fallen  trees 
which  obftrucfted  the  way,  in  diredfing  the  horfes  through 
the  winding  paths,  and  in  finding  a new  track  along  the 
almofi;  impenetrable  forefi:.  We  thought  ourfelves  exceed- 
ingly fortunate,  that  our  carriage  was  not  fliaken  to  pieces, 
and  that  we  were  not  frequently  overturned. 

In  various  parts  of  the  forefi,  we  obferved  a circular  range 
-of  boards  fixed  to  feveral  trees  about  twelve  feet  from  the 
ground,  and  projedfing  three  in  breadth  from  the  trunk. 
Upon  inquiry  we  were  informed,  that  upon  any  great  hunt- 
ing party,  ladders  were  placed  againfi  thefe  fcaffoldings ; 
and  that  when  any  perfon  is  clo'fely  prefled  by  a bear,  he 
runs  up  the  ladder,  and  draws  it  up  after  him  : the  bear,  al- 
though an  excellent  climber,  is  fiopped  in  his  afcent  by  the 
projedlion  of  the  boards. 

We  were  very  happy  at  length  to  reach  Naitza,  although 
w^e  took  up  our  fiation  in  one  of  the  mofi  wretched  of  all  the 
wretched  cottages  we  had  yet  entered.  The  only  article  of 
furniture  it  afforded  was  a fmall  table,  and  the  only  utenfil  a 
broken  earthen  pot,  in  which  our  repafi  was  prepared,  and 
which  ferved  us  alfo  for  dilhes  and  plates.  We  eat  our 
meagre  fare  by  the  light  of  a thin  lath  of  deal,  about  five 
teet  in  length,  which  was  fiuck  into  a crevice  of  the  wain- 
fi-ot,  and  hung  over  the  table  : This  lath,  thanks  to  the  tur- 
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pentine  contained  in  it,  ferved  us  inftead  of  a candle,  of  chap. 
which  there  was  not  one  to  be  found  in  the  whole  village  of 
Naitza.  It  is  furprizing,  that  the  carelefs  method  of  iifing 
thefe  lights  is  not  oftener  attended  with  more  dreadful  ef- 
fects ; for  the  cottagers  carry  them  about  the  houfe  with 
fuch  little  caution,  that  we  frequently  obferved  fparks  to 
drop  from  them  upon  the  draw  which  was  prepared  for  our 
beds  : nor  were  we  able,  by  the  ftrongeft  expreffions  of  fear, 
to  awaken  in  them  the  flighteft  degree  of  circumfpedlion. 

For  fome  time  after  coming  into  this  country,  Nve  ufed  to 
ftart  up  with  no  fmall  emotion  in  order  to  extinguifli  the 
fparks ; but,  fuch  is  the  irrefiftible  influence  of  cultom,  we 
became  at  laft  ourfelves  perfectly  infenfible  to  the  danger  of 
this  pra6tice,  and  caught  all  the  indifference  of  the  natives. 

I once  even  fo  far  forgot  myfelf  as  to  hold  a lighted  flick 
for  a confiderable  time  over  an  heap  of  draw,  while  I was 
negligently  fearching  for  fome  trifle.  This  fupinenefs, 
which  I fo  eafily  acquired  in  this  particular,  convinced  me 
(if  I may  compare  fmall  things  with  great),  that  I could  live 
with  the  inhabitants  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Vefuvius  without 
dread  of  an  eruption  ; or  fit  unconcerned  with  the  natives 
of  Conflantinople  amid  the  devaflations  of  the  plague. 

It  is  inconceivable  how  few  are  the  wants  of  the  Li- 
thuanian peafants ! Their  carts  are  jiut  together  without 
iron;  their  bridles  and  traces  are  generally  plaited  from 
the  bark  of  trees,  or  compofed  merely  of  twilled  branches. 
They  have  no  other  inflrument  but  a hatchet,  to  conllru(5l 
their  huts,  cut  out  their  furniture,  and  make  their  carts. 
Their  drefs  is  a thick  linen  fliirt  and  drawers,  a long  coarfe 
drugget  coat,  or  a flieeplkin  cloak,  a round  black  felt  cap 
lined  with  wool,  and  flioes  made  from  the  bark  of  trees. 
Their  huts  are  built  of  trunks  of  trees  heaped  on  each  other, 
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BOOK  and  look  like  piles  of  wood  in  wharfs  with  penthoiife  roofs. 

- ■ . ‘ ^ How  very  unlike  the  Swifs  cottages,  though  conftrudled  of 
the  fame  materials.  Nor  are  their  houfes  more  diflimilar 
than  their  manners.  The  ftriking  difference  between  the 
Swifs  and  Polifh  peafants,  in  their  very  air  and  deportment* 
ftrongly  marks  the  contrail  of  their  refpedlive  governments. 
The  Swifs  are  open,  frank,  rough,  but  ready  to  ferve  you  ; 
they  nod  their  heads,  or  flightly  pull  off  their  hats  as  you 
pafs  by,  but  expedl  a return  of  civility : they  are  roufed  by 
the  leaft  rudenefs,  and  are  not  to  be  infulted  with  impunity. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Polifh  peafants  are  cringing  and  fervile 
in  their  expreilians  of  refpedt  : they  bowed  down  to  the 
ground  ; took  off  their  hats  or  caps,  and  held  them  in  their 
hands  till  \ve  were  out  of  fight ; flopped  their  carts  on  the 
firfl  glimpfe  of  our  carriage  ; in  fhort,  their  whole  behaviour 
gave  evident  fymptoms  of  the  abjedt  fervitude  under  which 
they  groaned.  Yet  liberty  is  as  often  the  fubjedl  of  enco- 
mium in  Poland  as  in  Swifferland  : how  different,  however, 
are  its  operations  in  the  two  countries  ! In  the  one  it  is 
equally  diffufed,  and  fpreads  comfort  and  happinefs  through 
the  whole  community  : in  the  other  it  centers  in  a few,  and 
is  in  reality  the  worft  fpecies  of  defpotifm. 

Before  I clofe  my  account  of  Poland,  I fliall  jufl  curforily 
mention,  that  in  our  progrefs  through  this  country  we  could 
not  fail  obferving  feveral  perfons  with  matted  or  clotted  hair, 
which  conftitutes  a diforder  called  Flica  Polmica : it  receives 
that  denomination  becaufe  it  is  coniidered  as  peculiar  to  Po- 
land ; although  it  is  not  unfrequent  in  Hungary,  Tartary, 
and  feveral  adjacent  nations,  and  inflances  of  it  are  occaiion- 
ally  to  be  found  in  other  countries. 

According  to  the  obfervations  of  Dr.  Vicat,  an  ingenious 
Swifs  phyfician  long  refidcnt  in  Poland,  and  who  has  pub- 
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lifhed  a fatisfadlory  treatife  upon  this  fubje(5t ; the  P//ca 
Pclonica  is  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  an  acrid  vifcous  hu- ' — . — » 
mour  penetrating  into  the  hair,  which  is  tubular  f : it  then 
exudes  either  from  its  fides  or  extremities,  and  clots  the 
whole  together,  either  in  feparate  folds,  or  in  one  undilhn- 
guiftied  mafs.  Its  fymptoms,  more  or  lefs  violent,  according 
to  the  conftitiition  of  the  patient,  or  malignity  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  are  itchings,  fwellings,  eruptions,  ulcers,  intermitting 
fevers,  pains  in  the  head,  languor,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  rheu- 
matifm,  gout,  and  fometimes  even  convullions,  palfy,  and 
madneft.  Thefe  fymptoms  gradually  decreafe  as  the  hair 
becomes  affedted.  If  the  patient  is  fliaved  in  the  head,  he 
relapfes  into  all  the  dreadful  complaints  which  preceded  the 
eruption  of  the  Plica  ; and  he  continues  to  labour  under 
them,  until  a frefli  growth  of  hair  abforbs  the  acrid  humour. 

This  diforder  is  thought  hereditary  ; and  is  proved  to  be 
contagious  when  in  a virulent  ftate. 

Many  phyfical  caufes  have  been  fuppofed  to  concur  in 
rendering  the  Plica  more  frequent  in  thefe  regions  than  in 
other  parts  : it  would  be  an  endlefs  work  to  enumerate  the 
various  conjectures  with  which  each  perfon  has  fui>ported 
his  favourite  hypothecs the  moft  piohable  are  thofe  af- 
ligned  by  Dr.  Vicat,  • 

The  firft  caufe  is  the  nature  of  the  Polifli  air,  which  is 
rendered  infalubrious  by  numerous  woods  and  moraifes ; 
and  occafionally  derives  an  uncommon  keennefs  even  in  the 

* Memoire  fur  la  Plique  Polonoife.  very  rarely  happens,  has  probsbiy  given  rife 

f The  dilatation  of  the  hair  is  fometimes  to  the  notion,  that  the  patient,  if  his  hair 
fo  confiderable  as  to  admit  fmall  globules  of  is  cut  off,  bleeds  to  death, 
blood j this  circumftance,  which  however 
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BOOK  of  fummer  from  the  pofition  of  the  Carpathiari  monn- 
' — — 'tains;  for  the  fouthern  and  fouth-eafterly  winds,  which 
nfually  convey  warmth  in  other  regions,  are  in  this  chilled 
in  their  pafTage  over  their  fnowy  fummits. 

The  fecond  is  unwholefome  water  ; for  although  Poland 
is  not  deficient  in  good  fprings,  yet  the  common  people 
ufually  drink  that  which  is  neareft  at  hand,  taken  indifcri^ 
minately  from  rivers,  lakes,  and  even  ftagnant  pools. 

The  third  caufe  is  the  grofs  inattention  of  the  natives  to 
cleanlinefs  ; for  experience  Ihews,  that  thofe  who  are  neg- 
ligent in  their  perfons  and  habitations,  are  lefs  liable  to  be 
afilidled  v/ith  the  plica,  than  others  who  are  deficient  in 
that  particular.  Thus  perfons  of  higher  rank  are  lefs  fub- 
jedl  to  this  diforder  than  thofe  of  inferior  ftations  ; the  in- 
habitants of  large  towns  than  thofe  of  fmall  villages ; the 
free  peafants  than  thofe  in  an  abfolute  ftate  of  vaiflalage  ; 
the  natives  of  Poland  Proper  than  thofe  of  Lithuania. 

Whatever  we  may  determine  as  to  the  poflibility  that  all, 
or  any  of  thefe  caufes,  by  themfelves,  or  in  conjundtion 
with  others,  originally  produced  the  diforder  ; we  may  ven- 
ture to  alfert,  that  they  all,  and  particularly  the  laft,  affift 
its  propagation,  inflame  its  fymptoms,  and  protradl  its  cure. 

In  a word,  the  Plica  Polonica  appears  to  be  a contagious 
diftemper ; which,  like  the  leprofy,  ftill  prevails  among  a 
people  ignorant  in  medicine,  and  inattentive  to  check  its 
progrefs ; but  is  rarely  known  in  thofe  countries,  where  pro- 
per precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  its  fpreading. 
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Entrance  into  — 'Limits  and  account  of  the  province' 

difmembered  fromVo\2cciL — Cheapnefs  of  the  poji. — Journey 

to  Smolenlko. — Hiftory  and  dejcription  of  Smolenlko. 

Divine  fervice  in  the  cathedral. — Vifit  to  the  bijhop. — Din- 
ner with  a judge. — -Journey  to  Mofcow.. — Peafants. — fheir  • 
drefs,^  cottages^  foody  See* 


August  20.  We  came  into  Ruffia  at  the  fmall  village  chap* 
of  Tolotzin,  which  in  1772  belonged  to  Poland,  but  is  > , 

now  comprifed  in  the  portion  of  country  ceded  to  the  em- 
prefs  by  the  late  partition  treaty.  The  province  allotted  ta 
Ruflia  comprifes  Polilh  Livonia,  that  part  of  the  palatinatCr 
of  Polotik  which  lies  to  the  eaft  of  the  Dana  ; the  palati-  - 
nates  of  Vitepik,,  Miciflaw,  and  two  fmall  portions  to  the 
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^in ^ north-eaft  and  foutli-eaft  of  the  palatinate  of  Minik  : this 
' — V — ' trad  of  land  (Poliih  Livonia  excepted)  is  fituated  in  White- 
Ruffia,  and  includes  at  lead;  one  third  of  Lithuania. 

The  Ruffian  limits  of  the  new  province  are  formed  by 
the  Duna,  from  its  mouth  to  above  Vitepfk,  from  thence 
by  a ftraight  line  running  diredly  fouth  to  the  fource  of 
the  Drug  near  Tolitzin,  by  the  Drug  to  its  jundion  with 
the  Dnieper,  and  laftly,  by  the  Dnieper  to  the  point  where 
it  receives  theSotz.  This  territory  is  now  divided  into  the  two 
governments  of  Polotfk  and  Mohilef ; its  population  amounts 
to  about  1,600,000  fouls  ; its  produdions  are  chiefly  grain 
in  large  quantities,  hemp,  flax,  and  pafture  ; its  forefts  fur- 
nifh  great  abundance  of  mails,  planks,  alfo  oak  for  fhip 
building,  pitch  and  tar.  See.  which  are  chiefly  fent  down  the 
Duna  to  Riga. 

Upon  entering  Ruffia  at  Tolitzin  we  were  greatly  aflo- 
nifhed  at  the  cheapnefs  of  the  pofl-horfes  ; and  when  our 
fervant  had  difeharged  the  firfl  account,  which  amounted  to 
nnly  two  copecs,  or  abo^t  a penny,  a verfl  - for  each  horfe, 
we  fhould  have  concluded,  that  he  had  cheated  the  pofl- 
mafter  in  our  favour,  if  we  had  not  been  well  convinced, 
from  the  general  charader  of  the  Ruffians,  that  they  were 
not  likely  to  be  duped  by  ftrangers.  ' Indeed  we  foon  after- 
wards difeovered,  that  even  half  of  the  charge,  which  we 
thought  fo  extremely  moderate,  might  have  been  faved,  if 
we  had  taken  the  precaution  of  obtaining  an  order  from  the 
Ruffian  embaffador  at  Warfaw. 

From  Tolotzin,  through  the  new  government  of  Mohilef, 
the  road  was  excellent,  and  of  confiderable  breadth,  with  a 
double  row  of  trees  planted  on  each  fide,  and  ditches  to  drain 
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off  the  v/'ater.  We  paffed  through  fcveral  wretched  villages,  chap. 

ferried  at  Orfa  over  the  Dnieper,  there  only  a fmall  river,  > 

went  through  Dubroffna,  and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  Lady. 

The  country  from.  Tolitzin  to  Lady  is  waving  and  fomewhat 
hilly,  abounds  in  foreft,  and  produces  corn,  millet,  hemp, 
and  flax.  In  the  largeft  villages  we  obferved  fchools  and 
other  buildings,  conftru6ling  at  the  expence  of  the  emprefs, 
and  alfo  churches  with  domes,  intended  for  the  Polifli  difli- 
dents  of  the  Greek  fedf,  and  the  Ruffians  who  chufe  to  fettle 
in  the  country. 

Lady  is  fituated  in  the  government  of  Smolenfko,  and, 
before  the  late  difmemberment,  was  one  of  the  Ruffian 
frontier  towns  : we  took  up  our  quarters  at  the  poft-houfe, 
where  we  procured  a very  comfortable  apartment.  Thefe 
poft-houfes,  which  frequently  occur  in  the  principal  high- 
roads of  Ruffia,  are  moftly  cpnftru6ted  upon  the  fame  plan, 
and  are  very  convenient  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers : 
they  are  large  fquare  wooden  buildings,  enclofing  a fpacious 
court-yard ; in  the  center  of  the  front  is  a range  of  apart- 
ments intended  for  the  reception  of  travellers,  with  a gate- 
way on  each  fide  leading  into  the  court-yard  ; the  remainder 
of  the  front  is  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  poft-mafter  and 
his  fervants ; the  other  three  fides  of  the  quadrangle  are 
divided  into  ftables  and  flieds  for  carriages,  and  large  barns 
for  hay  and  corn.  We  were  agreeably  furprized  to  meet  with, 
in  this  remote  place,  fome  Englifli  firong  beer  ; and  no  lefs 
pleafed  to  fee  our  fupper  ferved  up  in  diihes  of  our  country- 
man Wedge  wood’s  cream-coloured  ware.  The  luxury  of 
clean  ftraw  for  our  beds  was  no  fmall  addition  to  thefe  com- 
forts. 

Upon  calling  for  our  bill  in  the  morning,  w^e  found  our 
charge  as  reafonable  as  the  entertainment  was  good.  The 
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fatisfacflion  we  expreffed  at  our  reception,  perhaps,  induced 
^ — ' the  fecretary  (as  the  poft-maher  himfelf  was  abfent)  to  think 
us  proper  fubje6ls  of  impofltion.  The  diftance  to  the  next 
ftation  was  about  ten  miles,  and  the  fecretary  demanded  three 
times  the  fum  allowed  by  the  public  regulations,  under  pre- 
tence of  our  not  being  provided  with  an  order  for  poft-horfes^ 
We  hinted  fome  furprize  at  this  charge  : this  intimation,- 
though  conveyed  in  the  mildeft  terms,  the  fecretary  thought 
proper  to  anfwer  with  expreffions  of  contempt  and  defiance  ; 
he  ordered  the  horfes  again  into  the  liable,  and  declared  we: 
fhould  not  llir  from  the  place  until  we  difcharged  the  full 
fum.  Though  we  might  eafily  have  been  prevailed  upon* 
by  the  llighefi:  apology  to  have  fubmitted  to  the  fraud,,  we 
determined  to  challife  his  infolence.  We  repaired  to  the 
dire6lorof  thecuftom-houfe,  and  were  immediately  admitted  r 
to  our  great  fatisfa6lion  he  fpoke  German  ; and  after  we  had. 
laid  our  cafe  before  him,  he  told  us,  that  the  Ruffian  had. 
demanded  treble  the  fum  he  was  intitled  to  ; he  allured  us,, 
that  we  fliould  receive  iullant  redrefs,  and  that  the  offender- 
fhould  be  punifiied  for  his  impofition.  Having  difpatched  as 
meffenger,  to  whom  he  whifpered  a private  order,  he  delired: 
us  to  wait  his  return,  and  offered  us  coffee.  While  we  were  ■ 
drinking  it,  he  gave  us  various  information  relative  to  the. 
R.ulfian  pofts ; added  feveral  hints,  which  afterwards  proved' 
fingularly  uleful  ; and  he  particularly  cautioned  us  to  pro-- 
Gure  an  order  for  horfes  from  the  governor  of  Smolenfko.. 
In  the  miiht  of  this  converfation  we  heard  a carriage  drive  to 
the  door,  which  we  perceived  to  be  our  own,  with  all  things 
ready  for  our  immediate  departure:  our  old  friend,  the  polt- 
mafter’s  fecretary,  made  at  the  fame  time  his  apj^earance,  in  a. 
very  fubniiffive  attitude  ; we  interceded  with  the  direcSlor  fqj: 
his  back,  and  obtained  a-ixromife  that  he  Ihould  not  be  beat,' 
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but  only  reprimanded.  After  making  thofe  acknowledge-  chap. 

ments  to  our  friendly  diredor  which  \vere  due  to  his  polite-  > < 

nefs,  we  took  our  leave,  and  proceeded  on  our  journey. 

We  were  much  chagrined  at  finding  that  the  excellent 
new  road  lately  defcribed  terminated  at  Lady : it  was  fome 
i fatisfa(5lion,  however,  that  the  remaining  parts  from  thence 
to  Smolenlko  proved  far  fuperior  to  thofe  we  had  enconiu 
tered  in  the  Lithuanian  forefts.  The  villages  were  an  exav5i: 
counterpart  to  thofe  we  had  left  behind,  and  exhibited 
fcarcely  any  thing  more  than  a repetition  of  feenes  already 
detailed. 

The  Ruffians  differ  widely  in  their  appearance  and  drefs 
from  the  Poliffi  peafants.  The  moft  ftriking  contrail  arifes 
from  their  method  of  wearing  their  hair : the  Poles  fliave 
their  heads,  leaving  only  a fmall  tuft  upon  the  crown  ; while 
the  others  fuffer  their  hair  to  hang  quite  down  to  the  eye- 
brows and  over  the  ears,  and  cut  it  ffiort  round  the  neck. 

The  country  was  undulating  and  hilly,  and  more  open  than 
ufual  until  we  arrived  within  a few  miles  of  Smolenlko,  when 
we  plunged  into  a thick  forell,  which  continued  almoll  to  the 
gates  of  that  town  without  the  intervention  of  a lingle  vil- 
lage, or  fcarcely  of  a lingle  cottage. 

In  1403  the  town  of  Smolenlko,  which  belonged  to  the 
Ruffians,  was  belieged  and  taken  by  Vitoldus,  and,  together 
with  the  whole  province,  united  to  the  dutchy  of  Lithuania^-. 
During  the  conllant  and  inveterate  enmities  which  fubffficd 
between  the  Ruffians  and  Poles,  Smolenlko  was  a place  of 
great  importance ; though  only  fortified  according  to  the 
cuflom  of  the  time,  partly  with  ramparts  of  earth  and 
ditches,  and  partly  with  pallifadoes,  and  a wooden  citadel  f ; 

* Dlugofliiis,  Lib.  X.  p.  104,  et  feq. 
f Rerum  Mofe.  AutSt.  p.  52.  Mayciberg  Iter  Mofc.p.  74. 
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BOOK  thefe  fortifications' were,  however,  fufEciently  fl'rong  to  refift" 
— ^the  defultory  attacks  of  undifciplined  troops,  and  it  was  at 
different  intervals  ineffedtually  befieged  nntii  the  beginning 
of  the  i6th  century,  when  Vaffili  Ivanovitch  great-duke  of 
Mofcovy  got  pofleflion  of  k,  by  ccMTupting  the  garrifon.  It 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians- for  above  a century,, 
in  the  fame  fimple  ftyle  of  defence.  At  lengthThe  impor- 
tance of  its  lituation  near  the  frontiers  of  Poland^,  and  the 
improvements-  in  the  art  of  war,  induced  Boris  Godunof,. 
prime  minifter,  and  brother-in-law  of  the  tzar  Feodor  Iva- 
novitch, to  furround  it  with  a wall ; he  came  in  perfon  to 
Smolenfkb,  and  himfelf  affifted  in  . tracing  out  the  fite  of  the 
fortifications,  which  he  lived  to  fee  completed  in  his  own 
reign  and  which  are  the  fame  that  fnbfift  at  prefent, . 
Thefe  additional  fortificationSj  however,  did  not  prevent  Si- 
gifmond  III.  king  of  Poland,  from  befieging  and  taking  the^ 
town  in  i6ii  ; and  by  the  truce  of  Develina  in  i6i8,  the 
poffeffion  was  confirmed  to  Poland.  In  1654  it  was  again< 
reduced  by  Alexey^Michaelovitch ; and  in  1 68 6 finalled  ceded ; 
to  Ruflia  at  the  peace  of  Mofcow  t.. 

Smolenfko,  though  by  no  means  the  mofi:  magnificent,  is . 
by  far  the  moft  fingular  town  1 have  ever  feen.  It  is  fitu- 
ated  upon  the  river  Dnieper,  and  Rands  upon  two  hills,  and^ 
upon  the  valley  which  lies  between  them.  It  is  furrounded  i 
by  walls  thirty  feet  high  and  fifteen  thick,  with  the  lower, 
part  of  ftone,  and  the  upper  of  brick  : thefe  walls,  which 
follow  the  fhape  of  the  hills,  and  enclofe  a circumference  of. 
fcven  verftsi,  have,  at  every  angle,  round  or  fquare  towers 
of  two  or  three  ftories,  much  broader  at  top  than  at  bottom, 
and  covered  with  circular  roofs  of  wood;  The  intervals  are 

* S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  94-.  Lengnicli,  Jus  Pub.  V.  I.  p.  46. 

f Lcngnich,  T.  I.  p.  47.  J Four  iTiiles  and  three-quarters. 
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ftudded  with  fmaller  turrets ; on  the  outfide  of  the  wall  is  chap. 
a broad  deep  ditch,  regular  covered  way  with  traverfes,  ^ ‘ ^ 

glacis,  8cc.  and  where  the  ground  is  highelt  there  are  re- 
doubts of  earth  according  to  the  modern  hyle  of  fortification. 

In  the  middle  of  the  town  is  an  eminence,  upon  which 
ftands  the  cathedral  ; from  whence  I had  a moft  pi^lurefque 
view  of  the  town,  interfperfed  within  the  circuit  of  the  walls 
with  gardens,  groves,  copfes,  fields  of  palfure,  and  corn. 

The  buildings  are  moftly  wooden,  of  one  fiory  (many  of 
them  no  better  than  cottages)  excepting  here  and  there  a 
gentleman’s  houfe,  which  is  called  a palace,  and  feveral 
churches,  conftruiSted  of  brick  and  fiuccoed.  One  long  broad 
ilreet,  which  is  paved,  interfecils  the  whole  length  of  the 
town  in  a firaight  fine  ; the  other  fireets  generally  wind  in 
circular  dire<hions,  and  are  floored,  with  planks.  The  walls- 
flretching  over  the  uneven  fides  of  the  hills  till  they  reach 
the  banks  of  the  Dnieper,, their  antient  ftyle  of  architecture, 
their  grotefque  towers,, the  fpires  of  churches  fliooting  above 
the  trees,  which  are  fo  numerous  as  almofl:  to  conceal  the 
buildings  from  view,  the  appearance  of  meadows  and  the 
arable  ground,  all  thefe  objeCls*  blended  together  exhibit  a. 
feene  of  the  mofi;  Angular  and  contrafled  kind.  On  the  fur- 
ther fide  of  the  Dnieper  are  a number  of  draggling  wooden 
houfes  that  form  the  fuburbs  of  the  town,  and  are  joined  to 
it  by  a wooden  bridge.  As  tar  as  I could  colleCt  from  vague 
information,  this  town  contains  about  4,000  inhabitants : it 
has  no  manufactures ; but  carries  on  fome  commerce  with 
the  Ukraine,  Dantzie,.and  Pdga.  The  principal  articles  ofl 
its  trade  are  flax,  hemp,  honey,  wax,  hides,  hogs  bridles,, 
mads,  planks,  and  Siberian  furs. 

The  Dnieper  rifes  in  the  fored  of  Volkonfki,  near  the 
fource  of  the  Volga,  about  100  miles  from  Smoleniko.  It 
-5'  pafles 


1^6 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA; 


-pafTes  by  Smolenfko  and  Mohilef,  feparates  the  Ukraine  from 
I — , — ' Poland,  flows  by  Kiof,  and  falls  into  the  black-fea  between 
Otzakof  and  Kinburn.  By  the  acquifition  of  the  province 
of  Mohilef,  its  whole  courfe  is  now  included  within  the  Ruf- 
fian territories.  It  begins  to  be  navigable  at  a little  diftance 
above  Smolenfko,  though  in  fome  feafons  of  the  year  it  is  fo 
fhallow  near  the  town,  that  the  goods  muff  be  tranfported 
upon  rafts  and  fmall  flat-bottomed  boats. 

Having  occaflon  for  a new  pafTport  and  an  order  for  horfes, 
we  called  upon  the  governor,  accompanied  by  a Ruffian 
ifudent,  who  fpoke  Latin,  for  our  interpreter.  The  governor 
being  at  church,  we  repaired  to  the  cathedral,  where  we 
■waited  until  divine  fervice  was  concluded.  The  cathedral 
is  a ftately  building,  ere61;ed  upon  the  fpot  where  formerly 
flood  the  palace  of  the  ancient  dukes  of  Smolenflco.  The 
infide  walls  are  covered  with  coarfe  paintings  reprefenting 
our  Saviour,  the  Virgin,  and  a variety  of  Saints,  which  are 
very  abundant  in  the  Greek  religion.  The  flirine,  or 
■fanduary,  into  which  only  the  priefts  are  admitted,  is  fepa- 
•xated  from  the  body  of  the  church  by  a fkreen  with  large 
folding  doors,  and  is  ornamented  with  twifted  pillars  of  the 
Corinthian  order  richly  carved  and  gilded.  The  worfliip 
feemcd  to  confifl  af  innumerable  ceremonies  : the  people 
•crofled  themfelves  without  -ceafing ; bowed  towards  the 
fhrine  and  to -each  other,  and  even  touched  the  ground  with 
their  heads.  The  biflTop  of  Smolenfko  performed  the  fer- 
vice  ; a veneral)le  figure,  with  white  flowing  hair  and  long 
beard  ; he  had  a crown  upon  his  head,  and  was  drefled  in 
rich  ejjircopal  robes.  The  folding  doors  were  occafionally 
opened  and  ciofed  with  great  pomj)  and  folemnity  whenever 
the  bifliop  retired  within,  or  came  forth  to  blcfs  tlie  people  : 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  fervice,  the  doors  being  thrown  open, 
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the  bifliop  advanced  forward  with  a candleftick  in  each  hand,  chap, 
one  containing  three,  and  the  other  two  lighted  candles ; > — , — 
which  he  repeatedly  croffed  over  each  other  in  different  di- 
redfions  ; then  waving  them  towards  the  audience,  he  con- 
cluded with  a final  benedidfion.  Thefe  candlefticks,  as  I 
am  informed,  are  fymbolical ; one  alludes  to  the  Trinity, 
and  the  other  to  the  two  natures  of  Chrift. 

The  fervice  being  finiflied,  we  prefented  ourfelves  to  the 
governor,  who,  to  our  furprize,  received  us  with  an  air  of 
coldnefs,,  which  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  our  interpreter, 
that  he  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  utter  a fingle  word..  At 
length  a gentleman  in  the  governor’s  train  accolied  us  in 
French,  and  inquired  our  bulinefs.  Upon  our  informing, 
him,  that  we  were  Englilh  gentlemen  who  defired  a pall-- 
port,  and  an  order  for  horfes,  he  told  us  with  a fmile,  that, 
the  plainnefs  of  our  dreffes  had  raifed  a fufpicion  of  our 
being  tradefmen ; but  he  was  not  ignorant  that  Englilh  gen- 
tlemen leldom  wore  lace  on  their  clothes,  or  fwords  in  a 
journey  ; an  intimation  which  recalled  to  our  memory  the 
advice  of  our  Polifh  friend  atMinfk--^  He  then  whifpered 
the  governor,  who  inftantly  affumed  an  appearance  of  com- 
placency, and  teftified  by  his  gefture  an  intention  of  comply- 
ing with  his  retiueft.  This  matter  was  fcarcely  adjulled,  when 
the  bidiop  joined  the  company  ; he  had  laid  afide  the  coifly 
garments,  in  which  he  performed  the  fervice,  and  was  dreflcd 
in  a long  black  robe,,  a round  black  cap,  and  veil  of  the  fame 
colour.  He  addrelfed  us  in  Latin,  and  invited  us  to  his< 
houfe.  He  led  the  way,  and  we  followed  with  the  reft  of; 
the  company  to  a commodious  wooden  building  adjoining  to 
the  cathedral.  Upon  entering  the  apartment  the  governor- 
and  Ruffian  gentlemen  kiffed  his  hand  wnth  great  marks  oL 
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BOOK  refpe6t.  After  defiring  all  the  company  to  fit,  he  diftiii- 
— guiflied  us  by  particular  attention,  and  obferved,  with  much 
politenels,  that  our  company  gave  him  greater  pleafure,  as 
he  had  never,  fince  his  refidence  at  Smolenfko,  received  a 
vifit  from  any  Englifliman,  for  whofe  nation  he  had  the 
higheft  refpedl.  During  this  converfatioii  a fervant  fpread 
a cloth  upon  a fmall  table,  and  placed  upon  it  a plate  of 
bread,  fome  fait,  and  fome  flowers  : another  followed  with 
a falver  of  fmall  glafles  full  of  a tranfparent  liquor  ; the 
bifliop  blefled  the  bread  and  the  falver  with  great  folemnity, 
and  then  took  a glafs  : we  thought  it  at  firft  a religious  ce- 
remony ; but  were  undeceived  by  the  fervants  offering  the 
bread  and  falver  to  us  as  well  as  the  other  perfons  prefent. 
Every  one  being  ferved,  the  biihop  drank  all  our  healths,  a 
compliment  which  the  company  returned  with  a bow,  and 
inftantly  emptied  their  giaffes ; we  followed  this  example, 
and  found  the  draught  to  be  a dram  of  cherry-water.  This 
preliminary  being  fettled,  we  refumed  our  converfation  with 
the  bifliop,  and  afked  him  feveral  queftions  relative  to  the 
ancient  ftate  of  Smolenfko.  He  anfwered  every  enquiry  with 
great  readinefs ; gave  us  a concife  account  of  the  ftate  of 
the  town  under  its  antient  dukes,  and  informed  us  that  their 
palace  was  fituatcd  on  the  fpot  now  occupied  by  the  cathe- 
dral, which  was  built  by  Feodor  Michaelovitch  brother  of 
Peter  the  Great,  and  had  been  lately  repaired  and  beautified. 
After  about  half  an  hour’s  agreeable  converfation,  W'e  rofe 
up  and  took  our  leave,  greatly  pleafed  with  the  iiolitenefs  and 
affability  of  the  biflioj). 

Our  interpreter,  who  was  one  of  the  ftudents,  conduced 
us  to  the  feminary,  which  is  appropriated  tor  the  education 
of  the  clergy,  in  which  the  Latin,  Greek,  German,  and  Po- 
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lifh  languages  are  taught : the  prieft  who  fliewed  us  the 
library  talked  Latin ; he  introduced  us  into  his  chamber,  and, 
according  to  the  hofpitable  cuhom  of  this  country,  offered 
us  fome  refrefliment,  which  confifted  of  cakes  and  mead. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Ruffian  gentleman,  who  fo  oblig- 
ingly relieved  us  from  our  embarrafsment  before  the  go- 
vernor, kindly  paid  us  a vilit,  and  invited  us  to  dine  with 
him  the  following  day.  We  accepted  his  invitation,  and 
waited  upon  him  at  two,  the  ufual  hour  of  dining  : he  was 
a judge,  and  lived  in  a wooden  houfe  provided  by  the  court ; 
the  rooms  were  fmall,  but  neatly  furnillied.  The  company  con- 
lirted  of  that  gentleman,  his  wife  and  lifter,  all  of  whom  talked 
French  : the  ladies  were  drefled  in  the  French  faffiion,  and 
had  on  a good  deal  of  rouge  : they  do  not  curtfy  ; but  their 
mode  of  falute  is  to  bow  their  heads  very  low.  Before 
dinner  liqueurs  were  handed  about ; the  ladies  each  took  a 
fmall  glafs,  and  recommended  the  fame  to  us  as  favourable 
to  digeftion.  The  table  was  neatly  fet  out,  the  dinner  ex- 
cellent, and  ferved  up  in  Englifli  cream-coloured  ware  : be- 
lide  plain  roaft  and  boiled  meats,  feveral  Ruffian  dilhcs  were 
introduced  ; one  of  thefe  was  a kind  of  fallad  comiiofed  of 
mufhrooms  and  onions  ; and  another  the  grain  of  green 
corn,  baked  and  moiftened  with  fweet  oil.  Before  we  rofe 
from  table  our  hoft  called  for  a large  glafs ; he  filled  a bum- 
per of  champagne,  drank  it  off  to  our  health,  and  then  handed 
the  glafs  round.  “ This  is  an  old  cuftom,”  fud  the  judge, 
and  was  meant  as  an  expreffion  of  regard  ; the  age  is  now 
grown  delicate,  and  the  free  effufions  of  hofpitality  muft 
be  fuppreffed  in  ceremony : but  I am  an  old-falhioned  man, 
and  cannot  ealily  relinquilh  the  habits  of  my  youth.'’ 
After  dinner  we  adjourned  to  another  room,  and  played  two 
or  three  rubbers  of  whift.  Coffee  and  tea  were  brought  in, 
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BOOK  ^ plate  of  fweet-meats  was  handed  round  to  the  com- 

ni. 

— , — ' pany.  About  hx  we  took  leave  of  our  friendly  hoft,  and  re- 
turned to  our  inn,  if  it  may  be  called  by  that  honourable  ap- 
pellation. This  inn,  which  was  the  heft,  for  it  was  the  only 
one  in  the  town,  was  a wooden  building,  in  a very  ruinous 
if  ate,  formerly  painted  on  the  outlide.  The  apartment  which 
we  occupied  had  once  been  hung  with  paper,  as  appeared  from 
fome  torn  fragments  that  here  and  there  covered  a fmall 
portion  of  the  wainfeot,  which  was  a patch-work  of  old  and 
new  planks.  Its  furniture  was  two  benches  and  as  many 
chairs  ; of  the  latter,  one  was  without  a bottom  ; and  the 
other  without  a back ; the  only  table  was  an  old  deal  box. 
We  were  inclined  to  conje61ure  there  was  a heavy  tax  upon 
air  and  light  in  this  country  ; for  all  the  windows  were 
nailed  up  with  planks,  except  one,  which  could  not  be 
opened,  and  it  could  fcarcely  be  feen  through,  on  account 
of  the  dirt  with  which  it  was  incrulfed.  In  the  inventory 
of  thefe  valuables  1 fhould  not  omit  a couch  upon  which  I 
llept : it  had  been  fo  often  mended,  that,  like  Sir  John  Cut- 
ler’s ftockings,  immortalized  in  Martinus Scriblerus,  we  could 
not  dilfinguifli  any  part  of  the  original  materials.  It  may 
perhaps  appear  furprizing,  that  in  a town  like  Smoleniko 
there  fhould  be  no  tolerable  inn  ; but  the  furprize  will  ceafe, 
when  we  reflect  that  few  ftrangers  pafs  this  way;  and  that 
the  Ruffians  themfelves  carry  their  provifions  with  them, 
and  either  continue  their  journey  through  the  night,  or  are 
received  in  private  houfes. 

Augulf  ^5.  We  quitted  Smolenfko,  croffed  the  Dnieper 
over  a wooden  bridge  into  the  fuburbs,  and  purfued  our 
Journey  for  fome  way  through  a valley  of  fine  paflure  wa- 
tered by  the  Dnieper,  fpotted  with  underwood,  and  termi- 
nating on  each  fide  in  gentle  eminences  clothed  with  wood. 
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As  we  advanced,  the  country  became  more  abrupt  and  un-  chap. 

even,  but  no  where  rofe  into  any  conhderable  hill.  Near* — . < 

Slovoda  a large  ftraggling  village,  where  we  hopped  for  a 
few  hours  during  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  we  again  croffed 
the  Dnieper  upon  a raft  formed  of  trunks  of  trees  tied  to- 
gether with  cords,  and  fcarcely  large  enough  to  receive  the 
carriage,  which  funk  it  fome  inches  under  water  ; this  ma- 
chine was  then  puflied  from  the  banks  until  it  met  another 
of  the  fame  kind,  to  which  the  horfes  hepped  with  great 
difficulty ; and  the  dihance  of  the  two  rafts  from  each 
other  was  fo  confiderable,  that  the  carriage  could  fcarcely 
be  prevented  from  flipinng  between  them  and  finking  into 
the  river. 

The  fecond  poh  from  this  primitive  ferry  was  Dogoro- 
buffi,  built  upon  a rifing  hill,  and  exhibiting,  like  Smolenffio, 
though  upon  a leffer  fcale,  an  intermixture  of  churches, 
houfes,  cottages,  corn-fields,  and  meadow's ; fome  of  the 
houfes,  wdiich  had  been  lately  conhruded  at  the  emprehes 
expence,  were  of  brick  covered. with  hucco,  and  had  the 
appearance  of  fo  many  palaces  when  contrahed  wdth  the 
meannefs  of  the  furrounding  hovels.  This  place  was  for- 
merly a ftrong  fortrefs,  and  frequently  belieged  during  the 
w^ars  between  Ruffia  and  Poland  : the  ramparts  and  ditches 
of  the  antient  citadel  Hill  remain  ; from  them  we  com- 
manded an  extenlive  view  of  the  acljacent  country,  which 
was  a large  plain  watered  by  the  winding  Dniej^er,  and 
bounded  by  dilfant  hills.  From  Dogorobufii  we  proceeded 
about  24  miles  to  a (mall  village  called  Zaratelh,  where  we 
thought  ourfelves  very  fortunate  in  being  houfed  for  the 
night  in  a tolerable  hut,  which  afforded  us  a rare  inlhmce 
of  accommodation  in  thefe  parts,  a room  feparate  from  that 
ufed  by  the  family.  Our  holtefs  was  a true  Afiatic  figure  ; 
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BOOK  fi^e  had  on  a blue  garment  without  fleeves,  which  defcended 

to  the  ankles,  and  was  tied  round  the  waift  with  a red  falh  ; 

file  wore  a white  piece  of  linen  wrapped  round  her  head 
like  a turban,  ear-rings,  and  necklace  of  variegated  beads  ; 
her  fhoes  were  faftened  with  blue  firings,  which  were  alfo 
bound  round  the  ankles,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  coarfe  linen 
wrappers  which  ferved  for  flockings. 

Auguit  27.  Our  route  the  next  morning,  from  Zaratefli 
to  Viafma,  lay  through  a continuity  of  forefl,  occafionally 
relieved  by  the  intervention  of  paftures  and  corn-fields. 
When  we  refiedled  that  we  were  in  the  55th  degree  of 
northern  latitude,  we  were  furprized  at  the  forwardnefs  of 
the  harvefl  : the  wheat  and  barley  were  already  carried  in, 
and  the  peafants  were  employed  in  cutting  the  oats  and 
millet.  Since  our  departure  from  Smolenfko  the  weather 
had  proved  remarkably  cold,  and  the  wind  had  the  keennefs 
of  a November  blaft ; the  peafants  were  all  clothed  in  their 
fheepfkins,  or  winter  dreffes. 

At  a fmall  diftance  from  Viafma  we  paffed  the  rivulet  of 
the  fame  name,  navigable  only  for  rafts,  which  defcend  its 
flream  into  the  Dnieper  : we  then  mounted  a fmall  emi- 
nence, on  the  top  whereof  Hands  the  town,  making  a mag- 
nificent appearance  with  the  domes  and  fpires  of  leverai 
churches  rifmg  above  the  trees.  Viafma  fpreads,  in  a broken 
disjointed  manner,  over  a large  extent  of  ground  : its  build- 
ings are  moflly  of  wood,  a few  houfes  of  brick  excepted, 
which  had  lately  been  erected  by  the  munificence  of  the  em- 
prcfs.  Part  of  the  principal  ftrcet  is  formed,  like  the 
KulTian  roads,  of  the  trunks  of  trees  laid  crofs-ways,  and 
part  is  boarded  with  planks  like  the  floor  of  a room.  It 
contains  above  twenty  churches,  an  aftonifliing  number  for 
a place  but  thinly  inhabited.  The  churches  in  thefe  fmall 
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towns  and  villages  are  moftly  ornamented  with  a cupola  and  chap, 
feveral  domes  : the  outfide  walls  are  either  white-waflaed  or  ' — . — 
painted  red,  and  the  cupolas  or  domes  are  generally  of  a 
different  colour  from  the  other  parts.  At  fome  diftance  the 
number  of  fpires  and  domes  rifing  above  the  trees,  which 
conceal  the  contiguous  hovels  from  view,  would  lead  a tra- 
veller unacquainted  with  the  country  to  expect  a large  city 
in  a place,  where  perhaps,  upon  nearer  infpedfion,  he  will 
only  find  a colledtion  of  w’ooden  huts. 

At  Viafma  was  concluded,  in  1634,  the  treaty  of  perpe- 
tual peace  between  Ladifianis  IV.  king  of  Poland,  and  Mi- 
chael Feodorovitch : by  this  treaty  Michael  confirmed  the 
ceffion  of  Sinolenfico,  Severia,  and  Tchernichef,  w'hich  had 
been  yielded  to  the  Poles  at  the  truce  of  Develina ; wdiile 
Ladiflaus  renounced  the  title  of  Tzar,  and  acknowdedged 
Michael  as  the  rightful  fovereign  of  Rufiia  '-id  On  this  occa- 
fion  both  monarchs  relinquilhed  what  they  did  not  pofiefs ; 
and  wifely  facrificed  imaginary  pretenfions  to  the  attain- 
ment of  a fubftantial  peace. 

The  Ruffian  peafants  appeared  in  general  a large  coarfe 
hardy  race,  and  of  great  bodily  tfrength.  Their  drefs  is  a 
round  hat  or  cap  with  a very  high  crown,  a coarfe  robe  of. 
drugget  (or  in  winter  of  Iheep-ikin  'with  the  w'ool  turned 
inwards)  reaching  below  the  knee,  and  bound  round  the 
waift  by  a fafii,  trowfers  of  linen  almoft  as  thick  as  fack- 
cloth,  a woollen  or  flannel  cloth  ■wrapped  round  the  leg  in- 
Read  of  ftockings ; fandals  woven  from  firips  of  a pliant 
bark,  and  faftened  by  firings  of  the  fame  materials,  which 
are  afterwards  twined  round  the  leg,  and  ferve  as  garters 
to  the  w’oollen  or  flannel  wrappers.  In  'warm  weather  the 
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peafants  frequently  wear  only  a fliort  coarfe  fliirt  and 
trowfers. 

Their  cottages  are  conftru61:ed  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe 
of  Lithuania,  but  they  are  larger,  and  fomewhat  better  pro- 
vided Vvdth  furniture  and  domeftic  utenfils : they  are  of  a 
fquare  haape,  and  are  formed  of  whole  trees,  piled  upon  one 
another,  and  fecured  at  the  four  corners  where  their  extre- 
mities meet,  with  mortaifes  and  tenons.  The  interftices 
between  thefe  piles  are  filled  up  with  mofs.  Within  the 
houfe  the  timbers  are  fmoothed  with  the  axe,  fo  as  to  form 
the  appearance  of  wainfcot ; but  without  are  left  with  the 
bark  in  their  rude  ftate.  The  roofs  are  in  the  penthoufe 
form,  generally  compofed  of  the  bark  of  trees  or  flsingles, 
which  are  fometirnes  covered  with  mould  or  turf.  The 
peafants  ufually  conftrudl  the  whole  houfe  folely  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  hatchet,  and  cut  the  planks  of  the  floor  with 
the  fame  inftrument,  in  many  parts  being  unacquainted  with 
the  ufe  of  the  faw  : they  finifh  the  fliell  of  the  houfe  and  the 
roof,  before  they  begin  to  cut  the  windows  and  doors.  The 
windows  are  openings  of  a few  inches  fquare,  doled  with 
Aiding  frames  ; and  the  doors  are  fo  low  as  not  to  admit  a 
middle-fized  man  without  ftooping. 

Thefe  cottages  fometirnes,  though  very  rarely,  confifl  of 
two  flories  ; in  which  cafe  the  lower  apartment  is  a kind  of 
flore-room  for  their  provifions,quafs.  See.  and  the  upper  room 
is  the  habitable  part  of  the  houfe;  the  flair-cafe  is  mofl 
commonly  a kind  of  ladder  on  the  outfide ; mofl  of  thefe 
huts  arc,  however,  only  one  flory  in  height ; a few  of  them 
contain  two  rooms,  the  generality  only  one.  In  fome  of  this 
latter  fort  I was  frcxpiently  awakened  by  the  chickens  jflek- 
ing  the  grains  of  corn  in  the  flraw  uj)on  which  I lay,  and 

more 


J O UR  N E Y TO  MOSCOW. 


more  than  once  by  a lefs  inofFenfive  animal.  At  Tabluka, 
a village,  where  we  paffed  the  night  of  the  27th,  a party  of 
hogs  gained  admittance  into  the  room  at  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  roufed  me  by  grunting  clofe  to  my  ear.  Not  much 
pleafed  either  with  the  earlinefs  of  the  viiit,  or  the  faluta- 
tion  of  my  vifitors,  I called  out  to  my  fervant,  “ Jofeph, 
“ drive  thefe  gentry  out  of  the  room,  and  fliut  the  door.’’ 

There  is  no  door  that  will  fhut,”  replied  Jofeph  with  great 
compofure,  “ we  have  tried  every  expedient  to  fatten  it 

without  fuccefs ; the  hogs  have  more  than  once  been 

excluded,  but  have  as  often  returned.”  This  converfatiun 
fo  effedtually  roufed  me,  that  1 determined  to  relign  to  my 
unwelcome  guefts  that  litter  which  I could  no  longer  enjoy 
rayfelf : I accordingly  raifed  myfelf  from  the  draw,  and. 
fitting  down,  contemplated  by  the  light  of  a flip  of  deal  the 
fcene  around  me.  My  two  companions  were  ftretched  upon 
the  fame  parcel  of  draw  from  which  I had  jud  emerged  ; a 
little  beyond  them  our  fervants  occupied  a feparate  heap  ; 
at  a fmall  didance  three  Rudians,  with  long  beards,, 
and  coarfe  fackcloth  diirts  and  trowfers,  lay  extended  upon 
their  backs  on  the  bare  floor ; on  the  oppodte  ddc  of  the 
room  three  women  in  their  clothes  fl  umbered  on  a long 
bench ; while  the  top  of  the  dove  afforded  a couch  to  a ^ 
woman  drefled  like  the  others,  and  four  fprawling  children 
almod  naked. 

The  furniture  in  thefe  cottages  conflds  chiefly  of  a 
wooden  table  or  dretfer,  and  benches  fadened  to  the  fides  of 
the  room  : the  utenfiis  are  platters,  bowls,  fpoons,  Sec.  all 
made  of  wood,  with  perhaps  one  large  earthen  pan,  in  which 
the  family  cook  their  viftuals.  The  food  of  the  peafants  is 
black-rye-bread, . fometimes  wdiite,  eggs,  falt-fidi,  bacon, 
mudi rooms  ; their  favourite  difli  is  a kind  of  hodge-podge 
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BOOK  niade  of  fait,  or  fometimes  frefh  meat,  groats,  rye-flour, 

> — ^ highly  feafoned  with  onions  and  garlick,  which  latter  ingre- 
dients are  much  ufed  by  the  Ruffians. 

The  peafants  feemed  greedy  of  money,  and  almofl;  wholly 
demanded  previous  payment  for  every  trifle  we  bought  or 
bargained  for.  They  feemed  alfo  in  general  much  inclined 
to  thieving.  In  Poland  it  was  not  necelfary  to  be  always 
upon  the  watch  ; and  we  frequently  left  the  equipage  dur- 
ing the  whole  night  without  any  guard  : but  in  this  country, 
without  the  precaution  of  regularly  ftationing  a fervant  in 
the  carriage,  every  article  would  foon  have  difappeared  ; 
and  even  with  this  expedient,  the  watchfulnefs  of  our  Argus 
was  continually  baffied  by  the  fuperior  vigilance  of  the 
natives  ; and  the  morning  generally  announced  fome  petty 
lofs,  to  which  the  night  had  given  birth. 

The  peafants  at  every  poft  were  obliged  to  furnilli  us 
with  horfes  at  a fixed  and  very  reafonable  rate,  which  had 
one  ill  effedf  of  rendering  them  extremely  dilatory  in  their 
motions  ; and  as  our  only  interpreter  was  a Bohemian  - fer- 
vant, not  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Ruffian  language,  his 
difficulty  in  explaining,  joined  to  their  backwardnefs  in 
executing  our  orders,  occafioned  our  frequently  waiting 
fcveral  hours  for  a change  of  horfes.  The  peafants  adled  in 
the  capacity  of  coachmen  and  poftilions  ; they  always  har- 
neficd  four  horfes  a-breafi,  and  commonly  put  eight,  and 
I'omctimcs  even  ten  horfes  to  our  carriage,  as  the  ftages  were 
for  the  rnofi  part  twenty,  and  fometimes  even  thirty  miles  in 
length,  and  the  roads  extremely  bad.  They  feldom  ufed 
either  boots  or  faddlcs,  and  had  no  fort  of  fiirrup,  except  a 
rope  doubled  and  thrown  acrofs  the  horfe’s  back.  Each  horfe 
was  eipiippcd  with  a fnafilc-bridlc,  which  however  was  fel- 
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dom  inferted  into  the  mouth,  but  was  generally  fufFered  to 

hang  loofe  under  his  jaw.  The  general  method  of  driving » , 

was  not  in  a fteady  pace,  but  by  harts  and  bounds,  with 
little  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  : the  peafants 
feldom  trotted  their  horfes ; they  would  fuddenly  pufli  them 
forwards  into  a gallop  through  the  worft  roads,  and  fome- 
times  as  fuddenly  check  their  fpeed  upon  the  moft  level 
furface.  A common  piece  of  rope  ferved  them  for  a whip,, 
which  they  feldom  had  any  occafion  to  ufe,  as  they  urged 
their  horfes  forwards  by  hooting  and  whiftling  like  cat-callst 
The  intervals  of  thefe  noifes  were  filled  with  finging,  which 
is  a favourite  pradlice  among  the  Ruffians  ; and  has  been 
mentioned  by  moll:  travellers  who,  for  thefe  two  or  three 
laft  centuries,  have  vifitedthis  country,  and  which  I lhall  eii- 
large  upon  on  a future  occafion. 

From  the  V/ retched  harnefs,  which  was  continually  break- 
ing, and  required  to  be  repeatedly  adjufted,  the  badnels  of 
the  roads,  the  length  of  time  we  were  always  detained  at 
the  polls  before  we  could  procure  horfes,  and  other  necefr 
fary  impediments,  we  were  feldom  able  to  travel  more  than 
forty  or  fifty  miles  a day,  although  we  commenced  our  jour-*- 
ney  before  fumrife,  and  purfued  it  till  it  was  quite  dark. 

Augull  27.  Near  Viafma  we  entered  the  vail  forell  of 
Yolkonlkij  through  which  we  continued  for  150 miles  with- 
out interruption  almoft  to  the  gates  of  Mofcow.  This  forell, 
which  llretches  on  alffides  to  an  iramenfe  extent,,  gives  rife 
to  the  principal  rivers  of  European  Rulfia,  the  Duna,  tha 
Dnieper,  and  the  Volga.  The  fources  of  the  Duna  were  at 
fome  dillance  from  our  route  ; but  thofe  of  the  Dnieper  and 
the  Volga  rofe  at  fmall  intervals  from  each  other,  not  far  from 
Viafma.  The  country  in  this  part  was  more  than  ufual 
VoL*.  E LI,  broken 
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book  broken  into  hill  and  dale ; though  ftill  it  exhibited  rather 
— fucceffion  of  waving  furface,  than  any  confiderable  ele- 
vations. 

On  the  28th  we,  arrived  at  the  village  of  Gretkeva  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  evening,  and  imprudently  proceeded  on  our 
journey  another  Ifage  of  eighteen  miles  : the  evening  fat 
in  exceedingly  dark,  cold,  and  rainy  ; the  road  was  uncom- 
monly bad,  and  we  were  in  continual  apprehenlions  of  being 
overturned.  The  greateft  danger,  however,  which  we  en- 
countered, was  unknown  to  us  until  we  arrived  at  the  end 
of  the  flation  : we  were  then  informed  by  our  fervants,  that 
we  had  actually  croffed  a broad  piece  of  water  upon  a wooden 
bridge  without  railing,  fo  infirm  that  it  almoil  cracked  un- 
der the  carriage,  and  fo  narrow  that  one  of  the  hind-wheels 
was  for  an  inllant  abfolutely  fufpended  over  the  precipice  be- 
neath. Our  ufual  good  fortune  brought  us  fafe  between 
twelve  and  one  to  a cottage  at  Molhaifk,  where  we  found  an 
excellent  ragout  of  beef  and  onions  prepared  for  us  by  the 
trufty  fervant,  who  always  preceded  us,  and  provided  our 
lodging  and  fupper.  I have  little  to  fay  of  Mofliaiflc,  as  we 
entered  it  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  departed  the  next  morning 
by  day-break.  We  changed  horfes  at  the  village  of  Selo- 
Karo,  and  arrived  early  in  the  evening  at  Malo-a-Viafma, 
embofomed  in  the  foreft,  and  pleafantly  fituated  at  the  edge 
of  a fmall  lake.  This  place  was  diftant  only  24  miles  from 
Mofcow,  where  we  were  impatient  to  arrive  ; but  we  pru- 
dently deferred  our  journey  until  the  next  morning,  as  we 
(lid  not  chufe  to  tempt  fortune  again  by  expofing  ourfelves 
a fecond  time  to  dangers  in  a dark  and  in  an  unknown 
country. 

The  road  for  fome  way  before  we  came  to  Malo-a-Viafma, 
and  from  thence  to  Mofcow,  was  for  the  whole  fpace  a broad 
4 flraight 
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ftraight  avenue  cut  through  the  foreft.  The  trees,  which 
compofed  thefe  vaft  plantations,  fet  by  the  hand  of  Nature, ' — s, — 
were  oaks,  beech,  mountain-alh,  poplar,  pines  and  firs, 
mingled  together  in  the  moft  wanton  variety.  The  different 
fhades  of  green,  and  the  rich  tints  of  the  autumnal  colours, 
were  inexpreflibly  beautiful ; while  the  fublime,  but  uni- 
form expanfe  of  foreft  was  occafionally  relieved  by  recelfes 
of  paftures  and  corn-fields. 

I- 


L 1 2 


C H A P. 


Arrival  at  Mofcow. — Hijiory  of  its  origin  and  progrefs. — = 
Removal  of  the  feat  of  empire  to  Peterfburgh. — General 
and  particular  defcription  of  Mofcow. — -Its  divifions. — 
Kremlin. — Khitaigorod.  — Bielgorod.  — Semlainigorod, 
— Ilbe  Sloboda,  or  fuburbs. — New  palace-gardens. — Old 
Jlyle.—Hofpitality  of  the  Ruffian  nobles. — Polite  attentions 
of  Prince'S  — Account  of  Mr.  Muller  the  celebrated 

hijlorian. — Anniverfary  of  St.  Alexander  Nevfki. — Cere- 
monies of  the  day. — entertainments  at  Count  Alexey  Orlof ’Sc 
— Jlud. — Boxing  Matches ^c. 


UGUST  30.  Our  approach  to  Mofcow  was  firft  aa- 


nounced  about  the  diRance  of  fix  miles  by  fome  fpires, 
which  over-topped  an  eminence  at  the  end  of  the  broad 
avenue  cut  through  the  foreft : about  two  or  three  miles 
further  we  afeended  an  height,  from  whence  a moft  fuperb 
profpe(5l  of  the  vaft  city  burft  upon  our  fight.  It  lay  in  the 
form  of  a crefeent,  and  ftretched  to  a prodigious  extent, 
while  innumerable  churches,  towers,  gilded  fpires  and  domes, 
white,  red,  and  green  buildings  glittering  in  the  fun,  formed 
a moft  fplendid  appearance,  yet  ftrangely  contrafted  by  an 
intermixture  of  numberlefs  wooden  hovels.  The  neighbour- 
ing country  was  undulating  ; the  foreft  reached  to  within  a 
mile  of  the  ramparts,  when  it  was  fucceeded  by  an  open 
range  of  paftures  without  cnclofures.  We  crofled  the  river 
Molkva  over  a raft  floating  upon  the  water,  and  faftened  to 
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each  bank,  which  the  Ruffians  call  a living-bridge,  from  its  chap. 
bending  under  the  carriage.  After  a ftridt  examination  of  ^ 
our  pafsport,  being  permitted  to  enter  the  gates,  we  drove 
through  the  fuburbs  for  a confiderable  way  along  a wooden 
road,  entered  one  of  the  interior  circles  of  the  town,  called 
Bielgorod,  and  took  up  our  quarters  at  an  inn  kept  by  a 
Frenchman,  at  which  fome  of  the  nobility  hold  affem- 
blies.  Our  apartments  were  convenient  and  fpacious  ; we 
alfo  found  every  accommodation  in  abundance,  except  beds 
and  fheets  ; for  as  no  one  thinks  of  travelling  in  this  country 
without  thofe  articles,  inns  are  feldom  provided  with  them. 

With  much  trouble,  however,  we  were  able  to  obtain  from 
our  landlord  two  bedheads  with  bedding,  and  one  matrafs  to 
place  upon  the  floor ; but  we  could  not  procure  more  than 
three  ffieets,  one  whereof  fell  to  my  lhare  : we  had  been  fo 
long  accuftomed  to  lleep  in  our  clothes  upon  draw,  that  we 
thought  ourfelves  in  a hate  of  unheard-of  luxury,  and  blelied 
ourfelves  for  our  good  fortune. 

Mofcow,  called  by  the  natives  Mofkva,  is  not  fo  antient  as 
Novogorod,  Kiof,  Volodimir,  and  Tver,  which  towns  had 
been  the  refidence  of  the  Ruffian  fovereigns  before  this  city 
exihed.  The  antiquarians  of  this  country  differ  coniiderably 
in  their  opinions  concerning  the  firil  foundation  of  INIofcow  ; 
the  following  relation  is  generally  elleemed  by  the  beft  au- 
thors the  mod  probable  account  -•% 

Kiof  was  the  metropolis,  when.  George  fon  of  Volodimir 
Mononiaka  afcended  in  1154  Ruffian  throne.  That  mo- 
narch, being  infulted  in  a progrefs  through  his  dominions 
by  a rich  and  powerful  nobleman  named  Stephen  Kutchko, 
put  him  to  death,  and  confifcated  his  domains,  which  con- 

* See  Sumorokof’s  Kleine  Chronik  You  IMolcaii  in  St.  Pet.  Journal  for  1776  ; and 
Srherebatof’s  Ruff.  Gef.  p.  736. 
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lifted  of  the  lands  now  occupied  by  the  city  of  Mofcow,  and 
I — , — 'the  adjacent  territory.  Pleafed  with  the  fttuation  of  the 
ground  lying  at  the  conflux  of  the  Moflxva  and  Neglina,  he 
laid  the  foundation  of  a new  tovv^n,  which  he  called  Molkva 
from  the  river  of  that  name.  Upon  the  demife  of  George, 
the  new  town  was  not  negledled  by  his  fon  Andrew,  who 
transferred  the  feat  of  empire  from  Kiof  to  Volodimir  ; but 
it  fell  into  fuch  decay  under  his  immediate  lucceflbrs,  that 
when  Daniel,  fon  of  Alexander  Nevlki,  received,  in  the  divi- 
lion  of  the  empire,  the  duchy  of  Mufcovy  as  his  portion, 
and  fixed  his  refidence  upon  the  conflux  of  the  Mofkva  and 
Neglina,  he  may  be  faid  to  have  new  founded  the  town.  The 
fpot  now  occupied  by  the  Kremlin,  was  at  that  time  over- 
fpread  with  a thick  wood  and  a morafs ; in  the  midft  where- 
of was  a fmall  ifland,  containing  a Angle  wooden  hut.  Upon 
this  part  Daniel  conftruffed  churches  and  monafteries,  and 
various  buildings,  and  enclofed  it  with  wooden  fortifications ; 
he  firft  afiTumed  the  title  of  duke  of  Mofcow  ; and  was  fo 
attached  to  this  fituation,  that  when,  in  1304,  he  fucceeded 
his  brother  Andrew  Alexandrovitch  in  the  great  duchy  of 
Volodimir,  he  did  not  reraoye  his  court  to  Volodimir,  but 
continued  his  refidence  at  Mofcow,  which  then  became  the 
capital  of  the  Ruffian  dominions!  His  fucceflbrs  followed 
his  example ; among  whom  his  fon  Ivan  confiderably  en- 
larged the  new  metropolis  ; and  in  1367  his  grandfon  De- 
metrius Ivanovitch  Donllci  furrounded  the  Kremlin  with  a* 
brick-wall.  Thefe  new  fortifications,  however,  were  not 
ftrong  enough  to  prevent  Tamerlane,  in  1382,  from  taking 
the  town  after  a llioit  ficge  Being  foon  evacuated  by  that 
defultory  conqueror,  it  came  into  the  poflelfion  of  the  Ruf- 


* S.  R.  G.  V.  II.  p.  93. 
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Jfians  ; but  was  frequently  invaded  and  occupied  by  the  Tar- 
tars, who  in  the  14th  and  1 5 th  centuries  over-ran  the  greateft 
part  of  Ruffia  ; and  who  even  maintained  a garrifon  in  Mof- 
cow,  until  they  were  finally  expelled  by  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  I. 
To  him  Mofcow  is  indebted  for  its  principal  fplendour  ; and 
under  him  it  became  the  principal  and  mofi:  confiderable  city 
of  the  Ruffian  empire. 

The  Baron  of  Herberftein,  who  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fixteenth  century  was  embaflador  from  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian to  the  great-duke  Vaffili,  fon  of  the  above-mentioned 
Ivan  Vaffilievitch,  is  the  firft  foreign  writer  who  has  given  a 
defcription  of  Mofcow,  which  he  accompanied  with  a coarfe 
engraving  of  the  town  in  wood  * In  this  curious,  but  rude 
plan,  we  may  diftinguilh  the  walls  of  the  Kremlin,  or  citadel, 
in  their  prefent  ftate,  and  we  may  recognize  fevcral  of  the 
public  buildings,  which  even  now  contribute  to  its  ornament. 
From  this  period  we  are  able  to  trace  its  fubfequent  progrefs 
and  gradual  increafe  under  the  fucceeding  fovereigns  in  the 
accounts  of  feveralEngliflit  and  foreign  J writers,  who,  lince 
Herberftein,  have  publiflied  their  travels  into  thefe  parts. 

Mofcow  continued  the  metropolis  of  Ruffia  until  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  century  ; when,  to  the  great  difia- 
tisfadhon  of  the  nobility,  but  with  great  advantage,  probably, 
to  the  ftate,  the  feat  of  empire  was  transferred  to  Petcrf- 
burgh. 

Notwithftanding  the  prediledlion  which  Peter  conceived 
for  Peterfburgh,  in  which  all  the  fucceeding  fovereigns,  ex- 
cepting Peter  11.  have  fixed  their  refidence,  Mofcow  is  ftill 
the  moft  populous  city  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  Flere  the  chief 

* See  Rer.  Mof.  Com.  in  Rer,  Mof.  A\kT:.  Terry,  Bnicc,  &c. 

t Chiefly  Chancellor  Fletcher,  Smith,  % Poirevinus,  Margaret,  Pctreius,  Olea. 
the  author  of  Lord  CarliOc's  EnibalPy,  rlus,  IMayerbcrg,  Le  k'uyn,  Sec. 


nobles 


264 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA. 


BOOK  jQobles  who  do  not  belong  to  the  court  of  the  emprefs  refide; 
— they  here  fupport  a larger  number  of  retainers ; they  love 
to  gratify  their  tafte  for  a ruder  and  more  expenfive  mag- 
nificence in  the  antient  ftyle  of  feudal  grandeur  ; and  are 
not,  as  at  Peterfburgh,  eclipfed  by  the  fuperior  fplendour  of 
the  court. 

Mofcow  is  fituated  in  37'  31^^  degree  of  longitude  from 
the  firfl;  meridian  of  Greenwich,  and  in  55'  45''  45'^^  of 
northern  latitude. 

It  is  certainly  the  largeft  town  in  Europe ; its  circumfe- 
rence within  the  rampart,  which  enclofes  the  fuburbs,  being 
exadrly  39  verfts,  or  26  miles ; but  it  is  built  in  fo  ftrag- 
gling  and  disjointed  a manner,  that  its  population  in  no  de- 
gree correfponds  to  its  extent.  Some  Ruffian  authors  Rate 
its  inhabitants  at  500,000  fouls  ; a number  evidently  exag- 
gerated. Bufching,  who  refided  fome  years  in  Ruffia,  fays 
that  in  1770  Mofcow  contained  708  brick-houfes,  and 
11,840  wooden  habitations;  85,731  males  and  67,059 
females,  in  all  only  152,790  fouls ; a computation  which 
feems  to  err  in  the  other  extreme  t. 

According  to  an  account  publiffied  in  the  Journal  of  St. 
Peterfburgh  the  diftridt  of  Mofcow  contained,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1780,  2178  hearths  ; and  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants were  137,698  males,  and  134,918  females,  in  all 
27  2,6 1 6 fouls.  In  the  courfe  of  that  fame  year  the  deaths 
amounted  to  3702,  and  the  births  to  8621  ; and  in  the  end, 
the  population  of  the  diftrict  was  found  to  be  140,143 
males,  and  I37>39^  females,  in  all  277,535 

* Its  circumference  is  nearly  equal  to  p.  243. 
that  of  Pekin,  which,  including  its  fuburbs,  f Bufehing’sNeue  Erclbefchieibung.  V.  1. 

mcafurcs  40  verfts,  or  26  miles  and  three-  p.  841.  Edit.  1777. 
quarters.  Journal  of  St.  Pet.  April,  1775,  J For  1781,  p.  2C0. 
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This  computation  is  certainly  more  to  be  depended  upon  chap. 
than  either  of  the-others ; and  its  truth  has  been  recently  ^ - 

confirmed  to  me  by  an  Englifli  gentleman  lately  returned 
from  Mofcow,  who  made  this  topic  the  fubjedt  of  his  in- 
quiries. According  to  his  account,  which  he  received  from 
the  lieutenant  of  the  police^*", 

Mofcow  contains  within  the  ramparts  250,000  fouls. 

And  in  the  adjacent  villages  50,000 

If  I was  ftruck  with  the  fingularity  of  Smolenlko,  I was 
all  aftonifhment  at  the  immenfity  and  variety  of  Mofcow. 
Something  fo  irregular,  fo  uncommon,  fo  extraordinary,  and 
fo  contrafted,  never  before  fell  under  my  obfervation.  The 
ftreets  are  in  general  exceedingly  long  and  broad  : fome  of 
them  are  paved ; others,  particularly  thofe  in  the  fuburbs, 
are  formed  with  trunks  of  trees,  or  are  boarded  with  planks 
like  the  floor  of  a room  ; wretched  hovels  are  blended  with 
large  palaces  ; cottages  of  one  ftory  ftand  next  to  the  molt 
fuperb  and  flately  manfions.  Many  brick  ftru6lures  are  co- 
vered with  wooden  tops ; fome  of  the  wooden  houfes  are 
painted,  others  have  iron  doors  and  roofs.  Numerous  churches 
X^refented  themfelves  in  every  quarter  built  in  a peculiar  ftyle 
of  architeflure  ; fome  with  domes  of  copper,  others  of  tin, 
gilt  or  painted  green,  and  many  roofed  with  wood.  In  a 
word,  fome  parts  of  this  vaft  city  have  the  look  of  a fequef- 
^ tered  defert,  other  quarters  of  a populous  town,  Ibme  of  a 
contemptible  village,  others  of  a great  ca^dtal. 

Mofcow  may  be  confidered  as  a town  built  upon  the  Afjatic 
model,  but  gradually  becoming  more  and  more  European  ; 
and  exhibiting  in  its  x^refent  ftatc  a motley  mixture  of  dif- 

* This  computation  may  be  relied  upon,  exaift  an  eftimatc  as  polTiblc  of  the  number 
For  as  a new  aqueduft  near  Mofcow  was  of  inhabitants,  in  order  to  regulate  the  nc- 
juft  finiflied,  it  was  neceflary  to  form  as  celfary  fupply  of  water  for  each  family.  ' 
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BOOK  cordant  arcbite6tare.  It  is  diftributed  into  the  follov/ing 
— ^divilions.  i.  Kremlin.  2.  Khitaigorod.  3.  Bielgorod. 
4.  Semlainogorod.  5.  Sloboda;  which,  for  want  of  a more 
precife  term,  I fliall  call  the  fuburbs. 

I.  The  Kremlin  was  probably  thus  denominated  by  the 
- Tartars  when  they  were  in  poffellion  of  Mofcow,  from  the 
word  Krem,  or  Krim,.  which  lignifies  a fortrefs : it  hands 
in  the  central  and  higheft  part  of  the  city,  near  the  conflux 
of  the  Mofkva  and  Neglina,  which  wafli  two  of  its  fides,  is 
of  a triangular  form,  and  about  two  miles  in  circumference. 
It  is  furrounded  by  high  walls  of  ftone  and  brick,  which 
were  conftru6ted  by  Peter  Solarius,  a celebrated  architect  of 
Milan,  in  the  year  1491,  under  the  reign  of  Ivan  Vaflilie- 
vitch  I.  as  appears  from  the  following  curious  infcription 
over  one  of  the  gates. 

“ Joannes  Vafllii  Dei  Gracia  Magnus  Dux  Volodimerise 
“ Mofcoviae  Novogardie  Tiferice  Plefcoviae  Veticie 
“ Ongarie  Permiie  Buolgarie  et  Aliar.  Totius  Q, 
“ Raxiae  Dominus  Anno  Tertio  Imperii  Sui  Has 
“ Turres  Condere  Fet.  Statuit  Petrus  Antonides  Sola- 
“ rius  Mediolanenfis  anno  Nat.  Domini.  1491.  K.Julii.” 

The  reader  will  doubtlefs  be  as  much  furprized  as  I 
was  to  find  that  the  Tzars  employed  foreign  architedls  at 
fo  early  a period  of  their  hiftory,  before  their  country 
was  fcarcely  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe.  The  Kremlin 
is  not  disfigured  by  wooden  houfes'^,  and  contains^ the  antient 
palace  of  the  Tzars,  feveral  churches,  two  convents,  the  pa- 
triarchal palace,  the  arfenal  now  in  ruins,  and  one  private 
houfc,  which  belonged  to  Boris  Godunof  before  he  was 
raifed  to  the  throne. 

* See  the  next  Chapter,  where  forae  of  thefe  buiklings  are  deferibed. 
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S'"  The  fecond  divifion  is  called  Khitaigorod,  a term  con-  chap. 
jedlured  by  fome  etymologifts  to  imply  the  Chinefe  to\vn.^__v— ' 
Voltaire,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Peter  the  Great,  peremptorily  fup- 
ports  this  opinion,  when  he  calls  Khitaigorod  “ La  partie 
“ appellee  la  ville  Chinorfe,  on  les  raretes  de  la  chine  s’etal- 
“ laient'=i'\”  But  it  may  be  remarked,  that  this  divhion  of' 
Mofcow  bore  its-  prefent  appellation  long  before  any  con- 
nection was  opened  between  the  Ruffians  and  Chinefe  ; and- 
' the  heft  hiftorians  of  this  country,  without  pretending  to  af- 
eertain  its  original  lignification,  fuppofe  the  word  Cathay  or 
Khitai  to  have  been  introduced -•  by  The 'Tartars  when  they 
had  poffeflion  of  Mofcow  in  proof  of  this  conjedure,  it  is 
alledged,  that  there  is  a town  in  the  Ukraine  called  Khitai- 
g.orod,  .and  another  of  the  fame  name  in  Podolia ; both  which 
countries,  though  entirely  unknown  to  the  Chinefe,  have 
been  either  over*run  or  inhabited  by  Tartars; 

The  Khitaigorod  is  inclofed  on  one  fide  by  that  wall  of 
the  Kremlin  which  runs  from  the  Molkva  to  the  Neglina  p 
and  on  the  other  fide  by  a brick  wall  of  inferior  height.  It 
is  much  larger  than  the  Kremlin,  and  contains  the  univerfity,-. 
the  printing-houfe,  and  many  other  public  buildings,  and  all 
the  tradefmens-  fliops.  The  edifices  are  moftly  ftuccoed  or 
white-waflied  ; and  it  has  the  only  ffreet  in  Mofcow  in  which 
the  houfes  ffand  clofe  to  one  another  without  any  intervals-' 
between  them; 

3.  The  Bielgorod,  or  White  Town,  which  runs  quite* 
round  the  two  preceding  divifions,  is  fuppofed  to  derive  kS' 
name  from  a white  wall  with  which  it  was  formerly  en- 
dofed,  and  of  which  fome  remains  are  ftill  to  be  feen* 

* S.R.&.  V.  S.p.  538— 541. 
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4.  Semiaiiiogorod,  which  environs  all  the  three  other 
' — quarters,  takes  its  denomination  from  a circular  rampart  of 

earth  wdth  which  it  is  encompaffed.  Thefe  tw^o  laft  men- 
tioned divifions  exhibit  a grotefque  group  of  churches,  con- 
vents, palaces,  brick  and  wooden  houfes,  and  mean  hovels, 
in  no  degree  fuperior  to  peafants  cottages. 

5.  The  Sloboda,  or  Suburbs,  from  a vaft  exterior  circle 
round  all  the  parts  already  defcribed,  and  are  invefted  with 
a low  rampart  and  ditch.  Thefe  fuburbs  contain,  belide 
buildings  of  all  kinds  and  denominations,  corn-fields,  much 
open  pafture,  and  fome  fmail  lakes,  which  give  rife  to  the 
Neglina. 

The  Moficva,  from  which  the  city  takes  its  name,  flows 
through  it  in  a winding  channel ; but,  excepting  in  Spring, 
is  only  navigable  for  rafts.  It  receives  the  Yaufa  in  the 
Semiaiiiogorod  and  the  Neglina  at  the  weftern  extremity  of 
the  Kremlin  ; the  beds  of  both  thefe  laft- mentioned  rivulets 
are,  in  fummer,  little  better  than  dry  channels. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival  we  ordered  our  Ruflian 
fervant  to  hire  a carriage  for  our  ufe  during  our  ftay  at 
Mofcow^ : the  equipage  he  procured  was  a chariot  and  four 
horfes  of  different  colours  ; the  coachman  and  poftilion 
were  dreffed  like  the  peafants,  with  high  cylindrical  hats ; 
the  former,  with  a long  beard  and  flieep-ikin  robe,  fat  upon 
the  box  ; the  latter,  in  a coarfe  drugget  garb,  was  mounted 
upon  the  off  horfe,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  this  country, 
lichind  the  carriage  was  an  enormous  fack  of  hay  : upon 
cxprcfiing  I'omc  furprize  at  this  appendage,  we  were  inform- 
ed, that  aluKift  cv’ery  carriage  at  Mofcow  is  })rovided  with  a 
viatic  um  of  this  fort,  which,  while  the  maftcr  is  paying  his 
vilits,  or  is  at  dinner,  is  occafionally  given  to  the  horfes. 
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Some  refrefliments  of  this  kind,  indeed,  feemed  abfolutely  chap. 

neceflary,  as  our  horfes  never  faw  the  ftable  from  the  time ' 

of  leaving  it  in  the  morning,  until  they  returned  to  it  in  the 
evening,  or  at  midnight ; and  were  kept  during  that  interval, 
like  thofe  of  our  hackney-coaches,  in  the  ftrects.  During 
our  continuance  in  this  city  we,  not  uncommonly,  perceived 
about  dinner-time,  in  the  court-yards  of  thofe  houfes  where 
we  dined,,  many  horfes  without  bridles,  and  unharneffed 
from  the  refpedive  carriages,  browfing  upon  their  portable 
provender  ftrewed  upon  the  ground  ; with  them  were  inter- 
mixed different  parties  of  coachmen  and  poftilions,  who  at 
the  fame  time  gratified  the  calls  of  hunger  upon  a repafl 
ready  prepared,  like  that  of  their  cattle,  and  which  too  re- 
quired as  little  ceremony  in  ferving  up.  The  frequency  of 
thefe  objects  foon-^  rendered  them  familiar  to  us ; and  we 
ceafed  to  look  upon  our  trufs  of  hay  as  an  excrefcence. 

The  firlf  vifit  we  made  of  our  new  equipage  was  to  con- 
vey US’  to  our  banker,  who  lived  at  the  furtheft  extremity 
of  one  of  the  fuburbs,.. about' the  diflance  of  four  miles  from 
our  inn.  Our  coachman  drove  us  through  the  town  with 
great  expedition,  generally  in  a brifk  trot,  and  frequently  a 
full  gallop,  without  any  diftincSlion  of  paved  or  boarded 
flreets.  Having Tettled  our  bufinefs  with  the  banker,  who 
was  our  country  man, and  who  obligingly  furniflied  us  with  a 
large  colle6lion  of  Englifli  news-papers,  we  croffed  the  Yaufa 
over  a raft-bridge  to  a palace,  which  was  conftrudted  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  prefent  emprefs,  whenever  file  may 
chufe  to  vifit  Mofeow  : this  palace  was  not,  according  to  our 
ordinary  acceptation  of  the  word,  a fingle  firudure,  but,  in 
the  true  ftyle  of  Afiatic  grandeur,  a vail  affemblage  of  nu- 
merous buildings  diflributed  into  feveral  ilreets,  and  bearing 
the  appearance  of  a moderate  town,,  The  bafe  of  all  thefc 
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BOOK  buildings  is  of  flone,  but  of  fo  foft  a nature,  that  it  feemed 
— , — ' fcarceiy  adequate  to  the  fupport  of  the  fuperftrudture  ; the 
bricks  ufed  for  the  remainder  of  the  fabric  were  fo  indif- 
ferently prepared,  that  they  crumbled  at  the  touch  : nor  did 
the  workmanfliip  exceed  the  materials ; for  it  was  obvious 
to  the  moil:  carelefs  obferver,  that  the  Walls  were  in  »iany 
places  out  of  the  perpendicular  line. 

1 was  aftoniflied  upon  obferving,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
the  timber,  ufed  in  the  conftrudfion  of  thefe  vaft  piles  of 
building,  no  lefs  than  ordinary  cottages,  was  fafhioned  with 
the  axe.  Though  I often  faw  the  carpenters  at  work,  I 
never  once  perceived  a faw  in  their  hands  : they  Cut  the  trees 
through  with  the  axe ; they  hewed  planks  with  the  axe ; 
they  formed  the  beams,  and  fitted  them  together  with  the 
axe.  With  this  fimple  engine  they  mortaifed  and  tenanted 
the  fmalleft  as  well  as  the  largeft  pieces  of  wood  ; and 
fmoothed  the  boards  for  the  floor  with  the  niceft  exacflnefs. 
The  dexterity,  indeed,  and  juftnefs  with  which  they  ma- 
naged this  inftrument  was  wonderful;  but  its  tedious  mode  of 
operation  muft  evidently  occafion  a prodigious  wafle  of  la- 
bour and  wood. 

The  gardens,  which  belonged  to  the  old  palace,  buift  by 
Elizabeth  near  the  fpot  where  the  prefent  ftru6ture  was 
eredting,  are  ftill  retained  : they  are  of  confiderable  extent, 
and  contained  fome  of  the  beft  gravel-walks  I have  feen  fince 
my  departure  from  England.  In  fome  parts  the  grounds 
were  laid  out  in  a pleafing  and  natural  manner;  but  in  ge- 
neral the  old  ftyle  of  gardening  prevailed,  and  continually 
prefented  us  with  rows  of  chipped  yew-trees,  long  ftraight 
canals,  and  a profufion  of  prepofterous  flatues.  Hercules 
was  prefiding  at  a fountain,  with  a retinue  of  gilded  Cupids, 
fiolphins,  and  lamias ; every  little  flru61:ure  was  a pantheon  ; 
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and  every  grove  was  haunted  by  its  Apollos  and  Dianas ; 
but  the  principal  deity  in  the  place  feemed  to  be  a female ' — ^ — 
figure  holding  a cornucopia  reverfed,  which,  inftead  of  dif- 
tributing,  as  ufual,  all  kinds  of  fruit,  grain^  and  flowers, 
poured  out  crowns,  coronets,  and  mitres.  But  the  reign 
of  all  thefe  deities  was  doomed  to  be  very  fliort : under  the 
aufpices  of  her  prefent  majefty  all  thefe  inftances  of  grotefque 
tafte  were  to  be  removed,  and  give  place  to  more  natural 
ornaments.  This  palace,  and  gardens  are  at  the  extremity 
of  the  fuburbs,  within  the  compafs  of  the  exterior  rampart 
which  encircles  the  whole  town. 

We  foon  ceafed  to  be  furprized  that  our  carriage  was  pro^ 
vided  with  four,  horfes,  . nothing  being  more  common  than 
to  meet,  the  equipages  of  the  nobility  with  complete  fcts, 
driving  merely  about  the  llreets  of  Mofcow^  As  the  city  is 
of  fo  large  a compafs,  a great  number  of  hackney-carriages 
are  llationed  in  the,  ftreets  for  the  convenience  of  carrying 
paffengers  to  the  different  quarters.  Thefe  vehicles  are 
without  tops,  have  moffly  four  wheels,  and  are  provided 
either  with  a long  bench,  or  one,  two,  or  three  feparate  feats, 
like  arm-chairs,  placed  lide-ways  : their  fares  are  fo  reafon- 
able,  that:  fervants-  occalionally  ufe  them  upon  errands  to 
diffant  parts  of  the  city..  The  coachman  generally  drives 
a full  trot  at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine  miles  in  an  hour. 

September  i.  This , morning,  we  received  a card  of  in- 
vitation from  Count  Oiferman,  governor  of  Mofcow',  to 
dinner  for  the  2.3d  of  Auguft ; , but,  as  it  was  the  i ft  of 
September,  our  fervant,  who  took  the  meffage,  cams 
laughing  into  the  room,  and  informed  us,  that  we  were  in- 
vited to  an  entertainment  which  was  paff  ; he  added,  that  he 
had  endeavoured  to  convince  the  perfon  wdio  brought  the 
card  of  the  miflake  ; , but  the  man  infifted  that  the  cnfuing 
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BOOK  day  was  the  23d  of  Auguft.  It  was  indeed  a natural  miflake 
— ^ in  our  fervant,  who  did  not  know  that  the  Ruffians  Rill  ad- 
hered to  the  old  Ryle  ; and  as  he  had  pafled  the  23d  of  Au- 
guR  in  Lithuania,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  was  furprized  at 
finding  it  again  fo  foon  at  Mofcow. 

Until  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great  the  Ruffians  began  their 
year  in  September,  and  dated  their  sera  from  the  creation  of 
the  world  ’i-,  and  not  from  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour.  In 
1700  Peter  inRituted  a grand  jubilee  at  Mofcow,  and  ordained, 
that  from  that  period  the  year  Riould  commence  in  January, 
and  be  computed  from  the  GhriRian  sera,  according  to  the 
old  Ryle  then  in  ufe  in  England.  Out  of  veneration  to  his 
memory  no  alteration  has  been  fince  made  in  the  Ruffian 
calendar ; fo  that  at  prefent  Ruffia,  and  fome  of  the  pro- 
teRant  Swifs  republics,  are  the  only  European  nations  who 
Rill  retain  the  old  Ryle. 

The  fame  morning  we  carried  a letter  of  recommendation 
from  count  Stakelbergh,  the  Ruffian  embaflador  atWarfaw,to 
prince  Volkonlki  governor  of  the  province,  who  received  us 
with  great  franknefs  and  cordiality,  and  immediately  invited 
us  to  dinner,  defiring  us  to  confider  his  table  as  ours  as  long  as 
we  continued  at  Mofcow.  The  prince  is  in  his  67th  year,  and 
remembered,  when  he  was  about  thirteen,  to  have  feen  Peter 
the  Great;  whom  he  defcribed  as  very  tall,  above  fix  feet  in 
height,  Rrong  and  well  made,  with  his  head  flouching  and 
awry,  of  a dark  complexion,  and  a countenance  continually 
fubJecR  to  diRortions ; he  was  generally  drefled  in  his  blue  uni- 
form, or  a plain  brown  coat,  was  remarkable  for  the  finenefs  of 
his  linen,  wore  his  Riort  black  hair  without  powder,  andwhifk- 
crs.  The  prince  amufed  us  with  relating  feveral  curious  anec- 

' They  reckoned  alfo,  according  fo  the  opinion  of  the  Greeks,  5508  years,  iiiflcad 
of  only  3369,  from  the  creation  to  the  nativity. 
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dotes  of  that  great  monarch,  and,  amongfl  others,  the  fol- 
lowing, which  he  received  from  prince  Menzikof. 

After  the  battle  of  Pultava,  while  prince  Volkonfki,  the 
father  of  our  noble  hoft,  was  following  Charles  XII.  with  a 
corps  of  light  horfe,  and  was  at  no  great  diftance  from  him, 
an  aid-de-camp  brought  an  order  from  Menzikof  to  halt : 
he  obeyed,  but  difpatched  a meiTenger  to  acquaint  the  prince, 
that  he  was  purfuing  the  king  of  Sweden  with  the  faired 
profpect  of  over-taking  him.  Menzikof  was  greatly  afto- 
niflred  at  this  meifage,  as  no  orders  for  difcontinuing  the 
purfuit  had  iffued  from  him  : and  his  fuppofed  aid-de-camp 
who  delivered  them  was  never  difcovered.  As  Peter,  when 
.informed  of  this  tranfa6lion,  inftitiited  no  inquiry  concerning 
the  perfon  who  had  probably  prevented  the  capture  of  his 
mod  formidable  rival,  it  is  fufpecded  that  the  dratagem  was 
contrived  by  himfelf,  in  order  to  avoid  being  embarrafled 
with  a prifoner,  whom  he  would  be  unwilling  either  to  rc- 
leafe,  or  to  detain  long  in  captivity. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  hofpitality  of  thePvudians.  We 
could  never  pay  a morning  vidt  to  any  nobleman  wdthout 
being  detained  to  dinner ; we  alfo  condantly  received  feveral 
general  invitations ; but  as  we  confidered  them  in  the  light 
of  mere  compliments,  we  were  unwilling  to  intrude 
ourfelves  without  further  notice.  We  foon  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  principal  perfons  of  didin6tion  kept  open 
tables,  and  w^ere  highly  obliged  at  our  reforting  to  them 
without  ceremony.  Prince  Volkonfki  in  particular,  having 
cafually  difcovered  that  we  had  dined  the  preceding  day  at 
our  inn,  politely  upbraided  us ; repeating  his  alTurances,  that 
his  table  was  ours,  and  that  whenever  we  were  not  particu- 
larly engaged,  he  fhould  always  expedt  us  for  his  guefts. 
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BOOK  Indeed  the  ftrongefl  expreffions  can  fcarcely  do  juftice  to  the 
» — / attention  and  kindnefs  of  this  excellent  nobleman  : not  con- 
tent with  admitting  us  to  his  table  without  form,  he  was 
anxious  that  our  curiohty  fliould  be  gratified  with  the  fight 
of  every  remarkable  objedf  at  Mofeow ; he  ordered  his  aid-de- 
camp to  accompany  us  to  different  parts  of  the  city  ; and  as 
we  were  extremely  defirous  to  become  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Muller,  the  celebrated  hiftorian  of  this  country,  he  one  day 
invited  that  refpeftable  old  gentleman  to  meet  us  at  dinner. 

Gerard  Frederick  Muller,  -a  native  of  Germany,  was  born, 
in  1705,  at  Herforden,  in  the  circle  of  Weftphalia.  Fie 
came  into  Rullia  during  the  reign  of  Catharine  I. ; and  was 
not  long  afterwards  admitted  into  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Sciences,  of  which  fociety  he  is  one  of  the  moft  antient 
members.  In  1731,  foon  after  the  acceflion  of  the  emprefs 
Anne,  he  commenced,  at  the  expence  of  the  crown,  his 
travels  over  European  R,uffia,  and  into  the  extreme  parts  of 
Siberia.  He  was  abfent  feveral  years  upon  this  expedition  ; 
and  did  not  return  to  Peterfburgh  until  the  reign  of  Elifa- 
beth.  The  prefent  emprefs,  an  able  judge  and  rewarder  of 
merit,  conferred  upon  him  a very  ample  falary,  and  appointed 
him  counfellorof  ftate  and  keeper  of  the  archives  at  Mofeowq 
where  he  has  refided  , about  fixteen  years.  He  colledfed, 
during  his  travels,  the  moff  ample  materials  for  the  hiftory 
and  geography  of  this  extenfive  empire,  which  was  fcarcely 
known  to -the  Ruffians  themfelves,  before  his  valuable  re- 
fearches  were  given  to  the  world  in  various  publications. 
His  principal  work  is  a ‘‘  Colledfion  of  Ruffian  Hiftories 
in  nine  volumies  ocRavo,  printed  at  different  intervals  at  the 
prefs  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences.  The  firft  part 
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came  out  ia  1732,  and  the  laft  made  its  appearance  in  1764.  chap. 

This  ftore-houfe  of  information  and  literature,  in  regard  to  . 

the  antiquities,  hiftory,  geography,  and  commerce  of  Ruffia, 
and  many  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  conveys  the  moll 
indifputable  proofs  of  the  author’s  learning,  diligence,  and 
fidelity.  To  this  work  the  accurate  and  indefatigable  writer 
has  fuccefiivcly  added  many  other  valuable  performances 
upon  fimilar  fubjedls,  both  in  the  German  and  Rutfian 
languages,  which  elucidate  various  parts  in  the  hiftory  of 
this  empire. 

Mr.  Muller  fpeaks  and  writes  the  German,  Ruffian,  French, 
and  Latin  tongues  with  furprizing  fluency  ; and  reads  the 
. Englifh,  Dutch,  Swedifti,  Danifli,  and  Greek  with  great  fa- 
cility. His  memory  is  ftill  furprizing  ; and  his  accurate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  minuteft  incidents  of  the  Ruffian  annals 
almoft  fupaffes  belief. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  dinner  at  prince  Volkonfki’s,  I 
had  the  pleafure  of  accompanying  this  eminent  hiftorian  to 
his  houfe,  and  paffed  fome  hours  in  his  library.  He  poflefTes 
moft  of  the  books  in  the  different  languages  of  modern  Eu- 
rope which  treat  of  Ruffia : the  Englilh  writers  who  have 
written  upon  this  country  arc  far  more  numerous  than  I 
imagined.  His  collection  of  ftate-papers  and  manufcripts 
are  invaluable  : they  are  all  arranged  in  the  exaCteft  order, 
and  claffed  into  feveral  volumes,  diftinguilhcd  by  the  names 
of  thofe  illuftrious  perfonages  to  whom  they  principally 
relate;  fuch  as  Peter  I.  Catharine  I.  Menzikof,  Ofterman, 

See. 

* The  emprefs  has  lately  purclialecl  this  arranging  and  printing,  at  her  cxpcncc,  a 
fine  collection  of  books  and  manufcrijjts  for  Colledion  of  Treaties  between  Riillia  and 
jTjooo.  Bachmeifier  Ruff.  Bib.  for  1781,  the  other  powers,  in  the  tbnn  of  Dumont’* 
p.  554.  This  great  patronefs  of  letters  has  Corps  Diplomatique, 
conligned  to  Mr.  Mtiller  the  charge  of 
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BOOK  Every  lover  of  literature  muft  regret,  that  Mr.  Mullerj., 
i — .-1^  Vviio  is  admirably  qualified  for  the  talk,  has  not  favoured 
the  publick  with  a regular,  unbroken  hiftory  of  this 
country ; but,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  an  un- 
dertaking of  this  kind,  although  all  the  materials  are 
already  prepared,  cannot  be  expe6led  from  him  : he  muft^ 
therefore  confign  to  others  the  ufe  of  thofe  papers,  which 
he  has  fo  diligently  accumulated.  He  will,  however,  always 
be  confidered  as  the  great  father  of  Ruffian  hiftory,  as  well 
from  the  excellent  fpecimens  he  himfelf  has  produced,  as 
from  the  vaft  fund  of-  information  which  he  bequeaths  to 
future  hiftorians. 

Sept.  lo.  This  day  being  facred  to  Alexander  Nevfki,  a 
faint  highly  revered  by  the  Ruffians,  and  in  whofe  honour 
an  order  of  knighthood  is  inftituted,  w^as  kept  with  great 
folemnity  and  magnificence.  Service  was  performed  in  the 
principal  churches  of  Mofcow  with  all  the  pageantry  pecu- 
liar to  the  Greek  religion  ; and  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince gave  a fplendid  entertainment,  to  which  the  principal 
nobility  and  clergy  of  this  city  were  invited.  As  ftrangers 
we  w^ere  defirous  of  obferving  the  ceremonies  of  the  day, 
and  by  the  attention  of  our  acquaintance  our  curiofity  was 
amply  gratified.  But  before  I proceed  to  give  a defcription 
of  wdiat  occurred  upon  this  occafion,  it  may  be  neceflTary  to 
prcmife  a fliort  account  of  the  faint  who  gave  rife  to  this 
fcftival,  and  who,  though  adored  by  the  Ruffians,  is  fcarcely 
known  beyond  the  limits  of  this  country. 

Alexander  Nevlki,  a name  more  refpe6table  than  moft  of 
the  faints  who  fill  the  Ruffian  Calendar,  was  fon  of  the  great- 
duke  Yaroftaf,  and  flouriftied  in  the  beginning  of  the  13th 
century,  at  a period  when  his  country  had  been  reduced  to 

the 


the  utmoft  extremity  by  a combination  of  formidable  ene- 
mies. He  repulfed  an  army  of  Swedes  and  Teutonic  knights, 
and  w'ounded  the  king  of  Sweden  with  his  own  hand  on  the 
bank  of  the  Neva,  from  whence  he  obtained  the  appellation 
of  Nevlki.  He  defeated  the  Tartars  in  feveral  engage- 
ments, and  delivered  his  country  from  a difgraceful  tribute 
impofed  by  the  fuccellbrs  of  Zinghis  Khan.  His  life  leems 
to  have  been  almoft  one  continued  fcene  of  adtion  ; and  he 
fliewed  fuch  prowefs,  and  performed  fuch  almoft  incredible 
adts  of  valour,  that  it  is  no  wonder  ignorant  and  fuperftitious 
people  lliould  conftder  him  as  a fuperior  being,  and  fliould 
confecrate  his  memory  ; indeed,  of  all  idolatry,  that  which 
is  paid  to  real  merit,  and  in  gratitude  for  real  fervices,  is  the 
raoft  natural,  and  the  moft  excufable.  He  died  about  the 
year  1262  at  Gorodetz  near  Niftinei  Novogorod.  The  great 
fuperiority  of  his  charadfer  was  evinced,  as  well  by  vidtories 
which  diftinguiftied  the  Ruffian  arms  during  his  life,  as  by 
the  numerous  defeats  which  immediately  took  place  on  his 
deceafe. 

The  morning  of  this  anniverfary  was  uffiered  in  by  the 
ringing  of  bells  uncommonly  loud;  inceftant  peals  refounded 
in  every  quarter  of  the  city,  but  more  particularly  in  the 
Kremlin,  which  contains  the  principal  churches  and  the 
largeft  bells.  Before  eleven  we  paid  our  refpedfs  to  prince 
Volkonfki,  who,  as  governor  of  the  province  of  Alofcow, 
had  a levee  : he  '■wore  the  red  ribband  of  the  order  of  Sr. 
Alexander,  and  received  the  compliments  of  the  principal 
nobility  and  gentry.  From  the  levee  we  rc[)aircd  to  tlie 
cathedral  of  St.  Michael,  and  were  prefent  at  high  mafs,  per- 
formed by  the  archbifliop  of  Roftof.  The  church  was  tilled, 
wdth  Inch  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  people,  that' it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  we  could  penetrate  to  the  bottom  of  the 
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BOOK  fteps  leading  to  the  fhrine,  at  the  top  of  which  the  bifhop 
— .—'•Hood  whenever  he  came  forth  to  addrefs  the  congregation. 
The  confufion  ariiing  from  the  croud,  and  the  rapid  fuccef- 
fion  of  various  ceremonies,  fo  diftradled  our  attention,  as  to 
render  us  incapable  of  difcriminating  the  different  parts  of 
the  fervice.  We  could  only  obferve  in  general  a great  dif- 
play  of  pomp  and  fplendour,  and  many  ceremonies  limilar  to 
thofe  defcrihed  on  a former  occafion  % with  the  addition  of 
feveral  others  appropriated  to  the  greater  feltivals  of  the 
Ruffian  church. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  fervice,  which  lafted  two  hours, 
Ave  returned  to  prince  Volkonfki’s,  where  about  ninety  per- 
-fons  were  aflembled  at  an  entertainment  given  in  honour 
of  the  day  ; when  the  archbifhop  of  Roftof  entered  the 
room,  the  prince  rofe  to  meet  him  at  the  door,  and  kiffed  his 
hand  after  the  archbiffiop  had  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs  ; he 
■paid  the  fame  mark  of  refpe6t  to  two  other  biffiops ; and  the 
greateft  part  of  the  company  fucceffively  followed  the 
prince’s  example.  Being  prefented  to  the  archbiffiop,  I had 
the  honour  of  holding  a long  converfation  with  him  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  which  he  fpoke  with  great  fluency.  He  ap- 
peared to  be  a tfenflble  well-informed  man,  and  well  verfed 
in  various  branches  of  literature  : he  had  perufed  the  works 
of  feveral  of  our  beft  divines,  either  originally  written,  or 
tranflated  into  Latin,  and  mentioned  their  compofitions  with 
great  a})plaufe.  1 troubled  him  with  feveral  queffions  re- 
lative to  the  fervice  of  the  Ruffian  church,  which  he  an- 
fwcred  with  great  readinefs  and  condefcenfion.  He  told  me 
^that  the  Bible  is  tranflated  into  Sclavonian,  and  that  the  li- 
'turgy  is  written  in  that  language,  which  is  the  mother-tongue 
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of  the  Ruffian ; and  that  therefore  the  ftyle  of  the  facred  cha?. 

writings,  though  fomewhat  antient  and  obfelete,  is  yet  > ^ 

underftood  without  much  difficulty  even  by  the  com- 
mon people.  He  informed  me,  that  the  clergy  are  divided 
into  fecular  and  regular  priefts : that  the  latter,  from  whom 
are  chofen  the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  are  not  permitted 
to  marry  ; that  the  feculars  are  the  pariffi-prieils,  and  from 
a literal  obfcrvation  of  St.  Paul’s  precept,  “ the  hufband  of 
one  v/'ife,”  are  required  as  a qualification  for  orders  to 
marry  ; and  that,  on  the  fpirit  of  the  fame  tenet,  are  after 
the  death  of  their  wives  deemed  unfit  for  the  facred  function. 

The  incapacitation  arifing  from  widowhood  may,  indeed,  be 
healed  by  the  biffiop’s  difpenfation  * ; but  the  operation  of 
a fecond  marriage  is  final,  and  irrevocably  divorces  from  the 
altar.  The  archbiffiop  was  politely  continuing  to  acquaint 
me  with  many  other  circumftances  peculiar  to  their  eccleli- 
affical  eflabliffiment,  when  the  converfation  was  interrupted 
by  a furamons  to  dinner.  Before  dinner  a fmall  table  in  the 
corner  of  the  withdrawing-room,  as  is  the  ufual  cuftom  in 
this  country,  had  been  covered  with  plates  of  caviare,  red- 
herring,  bread,  butter,  and  cheefe,  and  different  forts  of 
liqueurs^  to  which  the  company  helped  themfelves  before 
they  adjourned  to  dinner. 

About  ninety  perfons  fat  down  to  table.  The  entertain- 
ment was  fplendid  and  profufe.  During  the  fecond  courfe, 
a large  glafs  with  a cover  was  brought  to  prince  Volkonfki, 
who,  ftanding  up,  delivered  the  cover  to  the  archbiffiop, 
who  fat  next  him,  filled  the  glafs  with  champagne,  and 
drank  the  empreffes  health,  which  was  accompanied  with  a 
difcharge  of  cannon.  The  archbilliop  follow^ed  his  exam- 

* In  general  the  fecularprieft,  when  a widower,  Is  received  into  a monaftery, 
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pie,  and  the  glafs  was  in  like  manner  circulated  round  the 
' — — ' table.  The  healths  of  the  great -duke,  of  the  great-duchefs, 
and  of  their  fon  prince  Alexander  were  then  fucceflively 
toailed  with  the  fame  ceremonies ; after  which  count 
Panin  arofe,  and  drinking  a return  of  thanks  to  prince 
Volkonfki  as  mafter  of  the  feaft,  was  joined  by  the  whole 
company.  When  each  toaft  was  named  by  the  prince, 
all  the  perfoDS  at  table  got  up  out  of  refpe^t,  and  re- 
mained {landing  while  he  drank.  The  reader  will  excufe 
the  mention  of  thefe  particulars  on  this  and  other  occafions ; 
as  they  may  be  deemed  not  unworthy  of  notice,  becaufe  they 
are  fometimes  chara6teriftics  of  national  manners. 

During  our  flay  at  Mofcow,we  frequently  experienced  the 
hofpitality  of  count  Alexey  Orlof,  who,  in  the  laft  war  with 
the  Porte,  commanded  the  Ruffian  fleet  in  the  Archipelago, 
and  burnt  the  Turkifli  armament  in  the  bay  of  Tchefme,  for 
which  adlion  he  has  been  honoured  with  the  title  of  Tchef- 
minlki.  The  cuflom  of  conferring  an  additional  name  . for 
the  performance  of  fignal  fervices  to  the  country  was,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  Romans,  familiarly  pradlifed  by  Gonftantine 
and  his  fucceflbrs  the  Greek  emperors,  who  reigned  at  Con- 
flantinople.  From  that  quarter  it  probably  pafled  to  the 
Ptuflians,  who  in  the  earlier  times  of  their  hiflory  gave  ap- 
pellations of  this  kind  to  fome  of  their  illuflrious  leaders. 
Thus  the  great-duke  Alexander  was  called  Nevfki  for  his 
vidlory  over  the  Swedes  near  the  Neva  ; and  his  great- 
grandfon  Demetrius  Ivanovitch  was  denominated  Donfki  for 
his  conqueft  of  the  Tartars  upon  the  banks  of  the  Don. 
'Phis  cuflom,  which  had  long  been  difcontinued,  has  been 
lately  revived  by  the  prefent  emprefs.  Accordingly  Marflial 
Romanzof  received  the  denomination  of  Sudanovfki  from 
liis  vidlorics  fouth  of  the  Danube  ; prince  Dolgorucki  that 
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of  Crimfki  for  his  fuccefles  in  the  Crimea,  and  count  Orlof  chap. 
this  of  Tchefminiki  from  the  adiion  in  the  bay  of  Tchefme.  v ^ 
The  houfe  of  count  Orlof  is  fituated  at  the  extremity  of 
one  of  the  fuburbs,  upon  an  elevated  fpot,  commanding  a 
fine  view  of  the  vaft  city  of  Mofcow  and  the  neighbouring 
country.  A number  of  feparate  buildings  occupy  a large 
tradf  of  ground.  The  offices,  ftables,  manege,  and  other 
detached  ftrudlures,  are  entirely  of  brick;  the  foundation 
and  lower  ftory  of  the  dwelling-houfe  are  conftruded  with 
the  fame  materials,  but  the  upper  part  is  built  with  wood  % 
neatly  painted  of  a green  colour.  We  carried  a letter  of 
recommendation  from  prince  Staniflaus  Poniatowfki,  the  king 
of  Poland’s  nephew,  to  the  count,  who  received  us  with  great 
franknefs  and  cordiality,  and  detained  us  to  dinner ; he  de- 
fired  us  to  lay  afide  all  form  ; adding,  he  was  a plain  man, 
had  a high  efteem  for  the Engliffi  nation,  andfhould  be  happy 
to  render  us  every  fervice  in  his  power  during  our  ftay  at  Mof- 
cow. We  had  the  pleafure  of  dining  feveral  times  wdth  him, 
and  always  met  with  the  moft  polite  reception.  The  count 
feemedtolive  in  the  true  ftyle  of  old  Ruffian  hofpkality ; kept 
an  open  table,  provided  with  a great  variety  of  Greek  wines, 
wffiich  he  brought  with  him  from  his  expedition  into  the  Ar- 
chipelago. One  diffi,  ferved  on  his  plentiful  board,  muft  be 
mentioned  as  the  moft  delicious  of  the  kind  I ever  tafted,  and 
which  I think  only  inferior  to  our  beft  venifon ; it  w'as  a 
quarter  of  an  Aftrachan  fheep,  remarkable  for  the  quantity 
and  flavour  of  the  fat  t. 


* Wooden  houfes  are  by  many  perfons 
in  this  country  fuppofed  to  be  warmer  and 
more  wholefome  than  thofe  of  brick  and 
ftone,  which  is  the  reafon  why  feveral  of 
the  RulTian  nobility  chufe  that  part  of  the 
houfe,  which  they  inhabit  themfelves,  to 
be  conftruited  of  wood. 
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f In  the  court-yard  I obferved  feve- 
ral fheep  of  this  fpecies  ranging  about  the 
flables,  fo  perfedlly  tame  that  they  fuffered 
us  to  llroke  them.  They  are  ahnolt  as 
large  as  fallow  deer,  bqt  with  much  fliortcr 
legs  : they  have  no  horns,  long  flowing  ears, 
and,  inftead  of  tails,  a large  bunch  of  fat, 
lomctimcs 
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We  had  mufic  during  dinner,  which  indeed  generallj 
/ made  a part  of  the  entertainment  at  the  tables  of  the  nobi- 
lity, We  obferved  alfo  another  very  ufual  inftance  of  pa- 
rade ; namely,  a great  number  of  retainers  and  dependents, 
mixed  with  fervants,  but  feldom  aflifting  in  any  menial  of- 
fice : they  occafionally  hood  round  their  lord’s  chair,  and 
feemed  infinitely  pleafed  whenever  they  were  diftinguilhed 
by  a nod  or  a fmile. 

In  this  train  there  was  an  Armenian  not  long  arrived 
from  Mount  Caucafus,  who,  agreeably  to  the  cufiom  of  his 
country,  inhabited  a tent  pitched  in  the  garden,  and  covered 
with  a thick  kind  of  felt.  His  drefs  confifted  of  a long  loofe 
robe  tied  with  a fafii,  large  breeches,  and  boots  : his  hair 
was  cut,  in  the  manner  of  the  Tartars,  in  a circular  form  ; 
his  arms  were  a poignard,  and  a bow  of  buffalo’s  horn  firung 
with  the  finews  of  the  fame  animal.  He  was  extremely  at- 
tached to  his  mafter : when  he  was  firft  prefented,  he  volun- 
tarily took  an  oath  of  fealty,  and  fwore,  in  the  true  lan- 
guage of  Eaftern  hyperbole,  to  attack  all  the  count’s  enemies, 
offering,  as  a proof  of  the  fincerity  of  this  declaration, 
to  cut  off  his  own  ears  ; he  alfo  wifhed  that  all  the  ficknefs, 
which  at  any  time  threatened  his  mafter,  might  be  trans- 
ferred to  himfelf.  He  examined  our  clothes,  and  feemed 
delighted  with  pointing  out  the  fuperiority  of  his  own  drefs 
in  the  article  of  convenience;  he  threw  himfelf  into  different 
attitudes  with  uncommon  agility,  and  defied  us  to  follow  his 
example  ; he  danced  a Calmuc  dance,  which  confifted  in 
ftraining  every  mufcle,  and  writhing  his  body  into  various 
contorfions  without  ftirring  from  the  fpot : he  beckoned 

fometimes  weighing  thirty  pounds,  Mr.  he  has  accompanied  with  an  accurate  de- 
Pennant  has  given  an  engraving  of  thefe  feription, 
flictp  in  his  Hiftory  of  Qnadrupeds,  which 
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us  into  the  garden,  took  great  pleafure  in  lliowing  us  his  chap. 
tents  and  his  arms ; and  Ihot  feveral  arrows  to  an  amazing  ^ 
height.  We  were  ftruck  with  the  unartificial  character  of 
this  Armenian,  who  feemed  like  a wild-man  juft  beginning 
to  be  civilized. 

Count  Orlof,  who  is  very  fond  of  the  manege,  is  efteemed 
to  have,  though  not  the  largeft,  yet  the  fineft  ftud  in 
Ruflia:  and  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  gratify  our  curiofity 
by  carrying  us  to* fee  it  near  his  country-houfe,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  fifteen  miles  from  Mofcow.  He  con- 
veyed us  in  his  own  carriage  drawn  by  fix  horfes,  har- 
nefled  with  ropes,  and  placed  two  in  front,  and  four  a-breaft 
in  the  hinder  row  : an  empty  coach,  with  fix  horfes,  ranged 
two  by  two,  followed  for  parade.  He  was  attended  by  four 
hufiars,  and  the  above-mentioned  Armenian  accoutred  with 
his  bow  and  quiver : the  latter  continually  fhouted  and 
waved  his  hand  with  the  ftrongeft  expreflions  of  tranfport ; 
he  occafionally  galloped  his  horfe  clofe  to  the  carriage,  then 
fuddenly  ftopped,  and  wheeled  round  to  the  right  or  left 
with  inconceivable  rapidity. 

In  our  route  we  pafled  feveral  large  convents,  furrounded, 
like  many  of  the  monafteries  in  this  country,  wdth  ftrong 
walls  and  battlements  of  brick,  fo  as  to  have  the  appearance 
of  fmall  fortreffes ; croffed  the  Molkva  twice,  and  came  in 
about  two  hours  into  a fpacious  circular  plain  of  luxuriant 
pafture,  in  the  midft  of  which  rifes  an  infulated  hill,  with 
the  courifs  houfe  on  the  top.  This  feat  commands  a beau- 
tiful view  of  the  circular  plain,  watered  by  the  Molkva,  and 
fkirted  by  gentle  hills,  whofe  fides  prefent  a rich  variety  of 
wood,  corn,  and  paftures. 
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The  greateft  part  of  the  ftud  was  grazing  in  the  plain  : it 
confifled  of  a large  number  of  the  fined;  ftallions,  and  above 
fiKty  brood-mares,  moft  of  whom  had  foals.  The  collection 
was  gleaned  from  the  moft  diftant  quarters  of  the  globe^ 
from  Arabia,  Turkey,  Tartary,  Perfia,  and  England.  He  ob- 
tained the  Arabians  during  his  expedition  in  the  Archipelago, 
fome  as  prefents  from  Ali-Bey,  others  by  purchafe  or  by 
conqueft  from  the  Turks  : amongft  thefe  he  chiefly  prized 
four  horfes  (two  of  which  w^e  had  noticed  in  the  manege  at 
Mofcow)  of  the  true  Cochlean  breed,  fo  much  efteemed  in 
Arabia,  and  fo  feldom  feen  out  of  their  native  country. 

The  count,  after  having  politely  attended  us  himfelf  to 
the  ftud  and  about  the  grounds,  regaled  us  with  a moft 
elegant  entertainment,  at  which  his  vivacity  lent  charms 
to  his  fplendour  and  hofpitality.  In  our  return  to  Mof- 
cow, we  made  a circuit  to  a fmall  village  about  fix  mfles 
from  the  capital,  where  a villa  was  eredfing  for  the  emprefs, 
called  Tzaricino  : it  confifted,  befide  the  iDrincipal  building, 
of  eight  or  ten  detached  ftrudures  in  the  Gothic  tafte,  which 
were  prettily  difperfed  among  the  plantations.  The  fitua- 
tion  is  romantic,  a rifing  ground  backed  with  wood,  and  a 
large  piece  of  water  embracing  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

I cannot  forbear  to  mention  in  this  place  an  adt  of  almoft 
Eaftern  magnificence,  which  this  vifit  fome  time  afterwards 
occafioned.  One  morning  in  the  enfuing  winter,  at  Peter- 
fburgh,  one  of  the  fineft  among  the  Arabian  horfes,  which 
I.ord  Herbert  had  greatly  admired  at  Mofcow,  was  fent  to 
him,  accompanied  with  the  following  note. 

My  Lord,  I obferved  that  this  horfe  pleafed  you,  and 
“ therefore  defirc  your  acceptance  of  him.  I received  him 
‘‘  as  a prefent  from  Ali-Bey.  He  is  a true  Arabian  of  the 
“ Cochlean  race,  and  in  the  late  war  was  brought  by  the  , 
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Rufliaa  fbips  from  Arabia  to  me  while  I was  in  the  Archi-  chap. 
“ pelago.  I wifli  he  may  be  as  ferviceable  to  you  as  he* — ^ — 
“ has  been  to  me ; and  I remain,  with  elfeem,  your  obedient 
fervant,  Count  Alexey  Orlof  Tchesminski.”' 

This  valuable  horfe  was  fent  from  Peterfburgh  by  fea  to 
England,  and  is  now  in  the  Earl  of  Pembroke’s  polfellionr 

At  the  clofe  of  an  entertainment,  which  the  count  one 
day  gave  us  at  Mofcow,  he  introduced  us  to  the  light  of  a 
Ruffian  boxing-match,  which  is  a favourite  diveiTion  among 
the  common  people.  We  repaired  to  the  manege,  where 
we  found  about  three  hundred  peafants  alPembled.  They 
divided  themfelves  into  tv/o  parties,  each  of  which  chofe  a 
chief,  who  called  out  the  combatants,  and  pitted  them  againff 
each  other  : only  a lingle  pair  was  allowed  to  engage  at  the 
fame  time.  They  did  not  ftrip  as  with  us,  and  had  on  thick 
leathern  gloves  with  thumb  joieces,  but  with  no  reparations 
for  the  fingers.  From  the  ftiffnefs  of  the  leather  they  could 
fcarcely  double  their  fills ; and  many  of  them  llruck  open 
handed.  Their  attitudes  were  very  different  from  thofe  ufed 
by  boxers  in  England  : they  advanced  the  left  foot  and  fide 
flretched  the  left  arm  towards  the  adverfary  in  order  to  repel 
his  blows ; and  kept  the  right  arm  Twinging  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  other.  They  generally  ftriick  in  a circular 
direction  at  the  face  and  head,  never  attacked  the  breall  or 
fides,  and  feemed  to  have  no  notion  of  aiming  a blow  di- 
rectly forwards.  When  any  combatant  felled  his  antagonill 
to  the  ground,  he  was  declared  viCtor,  and  the  conteft  be- 
tween that  pair  immediately  ceafed.  During  otir  llay  w'e 
were  witnefs  to  about  twenty  fucceffive  combats.  Some  of 
the  men  were  of  vail  ftrength  ; but  their  mode  of  fighting 
prevented  any  mifehief  from  its  exertion  ; nor  did  we  per- 
ceive any  of  thofe  fraClures  and  contufions  in  which  boxing- 
6 matches 
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matches  in  England  fo  frequently  terminate.  Both  parties 
— , — < were  highly  intereded  in  favour  of  their  refpe^tive  champions ; 
and  feemed  at  times  inclined  to  enter  the  lifts  in  their  fupport; 
but  the  firft  appearance  of  difpute,  or  growing  heat,  was  hu- 
manely checked  by  the  count,  who  a6ted  as  mediator : a 
kind  word,  or  even  a nod  from  him,  inftantly  compofed  all 
differences.  When  he  appeared  defirous  to  put  an  end  to 
the  combats,  they  humbly  requefted  his  permiflion  to  ho*- 
nour  them  with  his  prefence  a little  longer ; upon  his  affent, 
they  bowed  their  heads  to  the  ground,  and  feemed  as  pleafed 
as  if  they  had  received  the  higheft  favour.  The  count  is 
greatly  beloved  by  his  peafants,  and  their  ftern  countenances 
would  melt  into  the  moft  affecftionate  foftnefs  at  his  ap- 
proach. 

We  made  one  day  an  agreeable  excurfion  to  Mikaulka, 
the  villa  of  count  Peter  Panin,  a Ruffian  nobleman  of  the 
firft  diftin(£tion,  who  ftgnalized  himfelf  in  the  late  war 
againft  the  Turks,  by  the  taking  of  Bender ; and  more  re- 
cently by  the  defeat  and  capture  of  the  rebel  Pugatchef. 
This  villa  is  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  fix  miles  from  Mofcow, 
in  the  midft  of  a large  foreft.  The  count  originally  purpofed 
to  have  raifed  a very  grand  ftrudlure  of  brick,  after  a defign 
of  his  late  wife  ; but  upon  her  death  he  abandoned  this  pro- 
ject:, and  contented  himfelf  with  a comfortable  wooden 
houfe  at  the  extremity  of  his  grounds,  which  he  at  firft: 
created  only  as  a temporary  habitation.  His  offices,  ftables, 
coach-houfes,  dog-kennels,  lodgings  for  his  huntfmen  and 
other  menial  fervants,  form  two  long  rows  of  feparate  wooden 
buildings,  all  with  uniform  fronts  and  neatly  painted.  The 
grounds  are  prettily  laid  out  in  the  ftyle  of  cur  parks  with 
gentle  Hopes,  fpacious  lawns  of  the  fineft  verdure,  fcattered 

plantations, 


MOSCOW.  iS; 

plantations,  and  a large  piece  of  water  fringed  with  wood.  chap. 
We  could  not  avoid  feeling  extreme.  fatisfa61:ion  at  obferving, ' — . — » 
that  the  Engliih  ftyle  of  gardening  had  penetrated  even  in- 
to thefe  diftant  regions.  The  Engldli  tafte,  indeed,  can 
certainjy  difplay  itfelf  in  this  country  to  great  advantage, 
where  the  parks  are  extenfive,  and  the  verdure,  during 
their  fliort  fummer,  uncommonly  beautiful.  Moll;  of  the 
Ruffian  nobles  have  gardeners  of  our  nation,  and  refign 
themfelvcs  implkitly  to  their  direction.  The  count,  who  is 
fond  of  country  diverfions,  had  a pack  of  hounds  chiefly  of 
the  Englifli  breed,  confiiling  of  an  indifcriminate  mixture 
of  harriers,  flag  and  fox-hounds  feJedted  without  any  regard 
to  their  fizes  or  forts.  With  this  fame  pack  he  hunted 
wolves,  deer,  foxe's,  and  hares.  He  poffefled  likewife  a fine 
breed  of  Ruffian  greyhounds,  in  high  efiimation  for  their 
fwiftnefs  : they  are  lliaggy  and  wire-haired,  and  fome  of 
them  are  taller  than  the  largeil:  Newfoundland  dog  I ever 
faw. 

The  count  entertained  us  with  a moft  fumptuous  dinner  : 
we  were  particularly  ftruck  with  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  fruit  which  made  its  appearance  in  the  defert ; pines, 
peaches,  apricots,  grapes,  pears,  cherries,  none  of  which  can 
in  this  country  be  obtained  without  the  affillance  of  hot- 
houfes,  were  ferved  in  the  greatefl:  profufion.  There  was  a 
delicious  fpecies  of  fmall  melon,  whiL,h  had  been  fent  by 
land-carriage  from  Aftraclian  to  IMofcow,  though  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a thoufand  miles  '-‘b  One  inftance  of  elegance  which 
diftinguiihed  the  defert,  and  which  had  the  prettied:  efFe(fl: 
imaginable,  mull;  not  be  omitted  : at  the  upper  and  lower 
end  of  the  table  were  placed  two  china  vales  containing  cherry 

* Thefe  melons  fometimes  coft  five  pounds  apiece,  and  at  other  times  they  may  be 
purchafed  in  the  markets  of  Mofeow  for  lels  than  half  a croivn  apiece. 


treei 


zS8 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA. 


trees  in  full  leaf,  and  fruit  hanging  on  the  boughs,  which 
— . — ' was  gathered  by  the  company.  We  obferved  alfo  in  the  de- 

fert  a curious  fpecies  of  apple,  which  is  not  uncommon  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mofcow  : it  is  fomewhat  larger  than 
a golden-pippin,  is  of  the  colour  and  tranfparency  of  pale 
amber,  and  has  an  exquhite  flavour  ; the  Ruflians  call  it 
Navlnich.  The  tree  thrives  here  in  the  open  air  without 
any  particular  attention  to  its  culture,  but  degenerates  in 
other  countries ; its  flips  and  feed,  when  planted  in  a foreign 
foil,  have  hitherto  produced  only  a common  fort  of  apple, 
but  never  the  tranfparent  fpecies. 

In  returning  from  Mikaulka  we  pafled  clofe  to  the  villa 
of  count  Rofomoulki  Hetman  of  the  Ukraine,  and  it  refem- 
bled  more  a little  town  than  a country  houfe.  It  confifted  of 
forty  or  fifty  buildings  of  different  fizes ; feme  of  brick ; 
others  of  wood  ; fome  painted,  and  others  plain/  He  main- 
tains his  guard,  a numerous  train  of  retainers,  and  a large 
band  of  mufleians.  The  Ruffian  nobles  difplay  a great  de- 
gree of  grandeur  and  magnificence  in  their  houfes,  domeftics, 
and  way  of  living.  Their  palaces  at  and  near  Mofcow  are 
flupendous  piles  of  buildings  ; and  I am  informed  that  their 
maniions,  at  a diftance  from  Mofcow  and  Peterfburgh,  are 
■upon  a ftill  greater  fcale,  where  they  refide  as  independent 
princes,  like  the  feudal  barons  in  early  times  ; have  their 
feparate  courts  of  juftice,  and  govern  their  valfals  with  an 
almoft  unlimited  fway, 

I did  not  expedf  to  have  found  in  this  northern  climate  a 
kind  of  VauxhaU,  which  our  curio fity  led  us  to  vifit.  It  is 
fltuated  at  the  furtheft  extremity  of  the  fuburbs  in  a fe- 
queftered  fpot,  which  has  more  the  appearance  of  the  country 
♦han  of  a town.  We  entered  by  a covered  way,  flmilar  to 
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that  at  our  Vauxhall,  into  the  gardens,  which  were  fplen-  chaf. 
didly  illuminated.  There  was  an  elegant  rotunda  for  the* — 
company  to  walk  in,  either  in  cold  or  rainy  weather,  and  fe- 
veral  apartments  for  tea  or  lupper.  The  entrance  money  was 
four  fhillings.  The  proprietor  is  an  Englifliman,  whofe 
name  is  Mattocks.  The  encouragement  he  met  with  from 
the  natives  on  this  occafion  had  enabled  him  to  engage  in 
conftrudfing,  at  a very  confiderable  expence,  a fpacious  the- 
atre of  brick ; and,  as  an  indemnification,  he  had  obtained 
from  the  emprefs  an  exclufive  patent  for  all  plays,  and  pub- 
lic mafquerades,  during  ten  years  from  the  time  of  its  com- 
pletion. 

The  finefi:  view  of  Mofcow  is  to  be  feen  from  an  eminence 
about  four  or  five  miles  from  the  town,  of  which  I have 
forgotten  the  Ruffian  narhe,  but  its  fignification  in  Englifli 
is  Sparrow-hill : upon  this  eminence  were  the  ruins  of  a 
large  palace  built  by  Alexey  Michaelevitch.  Upon  our 
return  we  flopped  at  Vafilioffki,  the  villa  of  prince  Dol- 
gorucki,  wffiich  flands  upon  the  brow  of  the  fame  hill. 

The  Mofkva,  broader  than  ufual,  runs  at  its  foot  in  a femi- 
circle ; and  the  vafl  city  of  Mofcow  lays  open  before  it ; 
the  houfe  is  a large  wooden  building,  to  which  we  afeended 
by  mounting  three  terrafiTes.  The  prefent  poffefTor  of  this 
villa  is  prince  Dolgorucki  Crimfici,  who  diflinguifiied  him- 
felf  by  his  repeated  vidtories  over  the  Turks  in  the  Crimea, 
and  by  the  conquefl  of  that  peninfula.  The  models  of  fe- 
veral  fortreflTes,  wffiich  he  befieged  and  took,  are  placed  in 
the  gardens ; I particularly  remarked  thofe  of  Yenikale, 
Kerfch,  and  Precop. 

In  going  over  the  houfe,  the  various  reverfes  of  fortune 
which  have  befallen  the  family  of  Dolgorucki,  occurred 
forcibly  to  my  recollection,  efpecially  wdien  I furveyed  the 
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portrait  of  the  princefs  Catharine  Dolgorucki,  whofe  adven- 

,-L^tures,  fo  pathetically  defcribed  by  Mrs.  Vigor  afford  one 

of  the  moft  affecting  flories  in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  That 
unfortunate  princefs,  after  having  been  torn  from  the  per- 
fon  file  loved,  was  betrothed  againll;  her  inclination  to  the 
emperor  Peter  II.  On  his  deceafe  fhe  became  a momentary 
fovereign ; but  was  almofl  as  inftantly  hurried  from  the 
palace  to  a dungeon,  where  flie  languiflied  during  the  whole 
reign  of  the  emprefs  Anne.  Being  at  length  releafed  upon 
the  acceffion  of  Elizabeth,  flie  married  count  Bruce,  and 
died  without  leaving  any  iffue. 

* See  Letters  from  Ruffia,  by  a Lady. 
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Number  of  churches  in  —-Defcription  of  the  mojl  an- 

tient. — "Their  outward  flruSiure. — Interior  divifwns. — 
Worjhip  of painted  images. — Defcription  of  an  enormous  belt. 

— Principal  buildings  in  the  Kremlin. — Antient  palace. — 
Convent  o/Tchudof;- — Nunnery  o/Viefiiovitfkoi. — Cathe- 
dral of  St.  Michael. — Tombs  and  charaBers  of  the  Tzars. — 
Cenealogical  tables  of  the  fovereigns  o/Mofcow  of  the  houfe 
of  Ruric. — Of  different  families. — Of  the  line  of  Romanof. 

The  places  of  divine  worfliip  at  Mofcow  are  exceedingly  chap. 

numerous  ; including  chapels,  they  amount  to  above  . , 

athoufand  : there  are  484  public  churches,  of  which  199 
are  of  brick,  and  the  others  of  wood  ; the  former  are  com- 
monly ftuccoed  or  white- waflied,  the  latter  painted  of  a red 
colour. 

The  moft  antient  churches  of  Mofcow  are  generally  fquare 
buildings,  with  a cupola  and  four  fmall  domes  fome 
whereof  are  of  copper  or  iron  gilt ; others  of  tin,  either 
plain  or  painted  green.  Thefe  cupolas  and  domes  are  for 
the  moft  part  ornamented  with  crolTes  entwined  with  thin 
chains  or  wires ; each  crofs  has  two  tranfveiTe  bars  f , the 

* The  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  fome-  An  engraving  of  that,  as  well  as  of  fome  of 
times  called  the  Church  of  Jerufalem,  which  the  more  antient  churches,  may  be  feen  in 
ftands  in  the  Khitaigorod,  clofe  to  the  gate  Olearius  and  Le  Brim’s  Travels, 
leading  into  the  Kremlin,  has  a kind  of  f I am  here  deferibing  the  moft  antient 
high  fteeple  and  nine  or  ten  domes : it  was  churches ; the  modern  crofles  over  t'aofe  of 
built  in  the  reign  of  Ivan  Voffilievitch  If.  St.  Peterlburgh  are  moftiy  fingle. 
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upper  horizontal,  the  lower  inclining;  which,  according  to 
■ — ^the  fuppofition  of  many  Ruffians,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  form  of  the  real  crofs,  and  that  our  Saviour  was  nailed  to 
it  with  his  arms  in  an  horizontal  pofition,  and  one  of  the  legs 
higher  than  the  other.  1 frequently  obferved  a crefcent 
under  the  lower  bar,  the  meaning  of  which  no  one  could 
explain  '-h 

The  inhde  of  the  church  is  moflly  corapofed  of  three 
parts;  that  called  by  the  Greeks  by  the  Ruffians 

Trapeza ; the  body  ; and  the  fandluary  or  ffirine. 

In  the  body  of  the  church  there  are  frequently  four 
fquare  pillars,  very  thick  and  heavy,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fupporting  the  cupola  : thefe  pillars,  as  well  as  the  walls 
and  cielings,  are  painted  with  innumerable  reprefentations 
of  our  Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  different  faints. 
Many  of  the  figures  are  enormoufly  large,  and  are  executed 
• in  the  rudeft  manner;  fome  are  daubed  upon  the  bare 
walls  ; others  upon  large  maffive  plates  of  filver  or  brafs,, 
or  enclofed  in  frames  of  thofe  metals.  The  head  of  each 
figure  is  invariably  decked  with  a glory ; which  is  a maffy 
femicircle,  greatly  refembling  an  horfe-ffioe,  of  brafs,  filver, 
or  gold,  and  fometimes  compofed  almoft  entirely  of  pearls 
and  precious  Rones.  Some  of  the  favourite  faints  are 
adorned  with  filken  drapery  faftened  to  the  walls,  and 
ftudded  with  jewels  ; fome  are  painted  upon  a gold  ground, 
and  others  are  gilded  in  all  parts  but  their  face  and  hands. 

* Dr.  King  accounts  for  the  crcfccnt  in  “ tanifm  upon  them  : and  when  the  grand- 
the  following  ingenious  manner.  “ Some  “ duke  Ivan  Bafilovitch  had  delivered  liis 
“ churches  have  a crefcent  under  the  crofs;  “country  from  the  Tartar  yoke,  and  re- 
“ for  when  the  Tartars,  to  whom  Mufeovy  “ hored  thofe  edifices  to  the  Chriftian  wor- 
“ v.as  fub^cUed  two  hundred  years,  con-  “ fliip,  he  left  the  crefcent  remaining,  and 
“ verted  any  of  the  churches  into  mof.'iues  “ planted  a crofs  upon  it  as  a mark  of  its 
“ f'<r  the  life  of  their  own  religion,  they  “ viUory  over  its  enemy.”  Rites  and  Ce- 
“ fixed  the  crefcent,  the  badge  of  Mahome-  remonics  of  the  Greek  Church,  p.  23. 
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Towards  the  extremity  of  the  body  of  the  church  is  a flight 

of  fteps  leading  to  the  fhrine  ; and  between  thefe  fteps  and  v- ,, 

the  fhrine  is  ufually  a platform,  upon  which  the  officiating 
minifter  hands  and  performs  part  of  the  fervice. 

The  fhrine  or  fan(Sluary  is  divided  from  the  body  of  the 
church  by  the  Iconajtus^  or  ffireen,  generally  the  part  the 
moft  richly  ornamented,  and  on  which  the  moft  holy  pictures 
are  painted  or  hung  In  its  centre  are  the  folding,  called 
the  holy,  royal,  or  beautiful  doors,  which  lead  to  the  ffirine, 
within  which  is  the  holy  table,  as  Dr.  King  well  defcribes  it, 

“ with  four  fmall  columns  to  fupport  a canopy  over  it ; 

from  which  a perijierion,  ox  dove,  is  fufpended,  as  a fymbol 
“ of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ; upon  the  holy  table  the  crofs  is  always 
“ laid,  and  the  Gofpel,  and  the  pyxis,  or  box,  in  which  a 
part  of  the  confecrated  elements  is  preferved,  for  viliting 
the  lick  or  other  purpofes  t 

It  is  contrary  to  the  tenets  of  the  Greek  religion  to  admit 
a carved  image  within  the  churches,  in  conformity  to  the 
prohibition  in  Scripture,  Thou  ffialt  not  make  to  thyfelf  a 
^ graven  image,”  See,  By  not  confidering,  however,  the 
prohibition  as  extending  to  reprefentations  by  painting,  the 
Greek  canonifts,  while  they  have  followed  the  letter,  have 
departed  from  the  fpirit  of  the  commandment,  which  poli- 
tively  forbids  us  to  worfliip  the  likenefs  of  any  thing  under 
whatever  form,  or  in  whatever  manner  it  may  be  delineated  r 
for  if  we  transfer  our  adoration  from  the  Creator  to  any  ob- 

^ “ On  the  north-fide  of  the  royal  doors  “ Jefus  and  the  Virgin,  and  fcvcrnl  others, 

“ the  pifture  of  the  Virgin  is  always  placed,  “ and  fometiraes  kept  perpetually  burning.” 

“ and  that  of  Jefus  on  the  fouth ; next  to  Dr.  King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  29;  to 
“ which  is  that  of  the  faint  to  whom  the  which  book  I would  refer  the  reader  who- 
“ church  is  dedicated  ; the  fituatiOn  of  the  defires  further  information  on  the  fub'ietft. 

“ reft  is  indifferent.  Candles  or  lamps  are  i Ibid.  p.  26. 

“ ufually  fufpended  before  the  images  of 
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eook  Qf  creation,  it  is  of  little  confequence  whether  we^ 

bow  down  to  the  produdions  of  the  painter,  or  to  thofe  of 

the  fculptor. 

Over  the  door  of  each  church  is  the  portrait  of  the  faint 
to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  to  which  the  common  people  pay 
their  homage  as  they  pafs  along,  by  taking  off  their  hats, 
croffing  themfelves,  and  occafionally  touching  the  ground 
with  their  heads,  a ceremony  which  I often  faw  them  repeat 
nine  or  ten  times  in  fucceflion. 

Before  I clofe  the  general  defcription  of  the  Ruffian 
churches,  I muft  not  forget  their  bells,  which  form,  I may 
almoft  fay,  no  inconfiderable  part  of  divine  worfhip  in  this 
country,  as  the  length  or  ffiortnefs  of  their  peals  afcertains 
the  greater  or  leffer  fandity  of  the  day.  They  are  hung  in  - 
belfreys  detached  from  the  church  ; they  do  not  fwing  like 
our  bells,  but  are  fixed  immoveably  to  the  beams,  are  rung 
by  a rope  tied  to  the  clapper,  and  pulled  fideways.  Some  of 
thefe  bells  are  of  a ftupendous  fize  ; one  in  the  tower  of  St. 
Ivan’s  church  weighs  3551  Ruffian  poods,  or  1 27,836  Eng- 
Ihli  pounds.  It  has  always  been  efieemed  a meritorious  ad 
of  religion  to  prefent  a church  with  bells  ; and  the  piety  of 
the  donor  has  been  meafured  by  their  magnitude.  Accord- 
ing to  this  mode  of  eftimation,  Boris  Godunof,  who  gave  a 
bell  of  288,000  pounds  to  the  cathedral  of  Mofcow,  was  the 
moft  pious  fovereign  of  Ruffia,  until  he  was  furpafled  by 
the  emprefs  Anne,  at  whofe  expence  a bell  was  caft  weigh- 
ing 432,000  pounds,  and  which  exceeds  in  bi^.iefs  every 
bell  in  the  known-world.  Its  fize  is  fo  enormous,  that  I 
could  fcarcely  have  given  credit  to  the  account  of  its  magni- 
tude if  I had  not  examined  it  myfelf,  and  afeertained  its 
dimenfions  with  great  exadnefs.  Its  height  is  nineteen 
4 feet, 
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feet,  its  circumference  at  the  bottom  twenty-one  yards  ele- 
ven  inches,  its  greateft  thicknefs  twenty-three  inches  ^ 
The  beam  to  which  this  vaft  machine  was  fattened  being 
accidentally  burnt,  the  bell  fell  down,  and  a fragment  was 
broken  off  towards  the  bottom,  which  left  an  aperture  large 
enough  to  admit  two  perfons  a-breaft  without  Hooping. 

Our  inn  being  clofe  to  the  walls  of  Kremlin,  1 had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  examining  its  principal  buildings. 

The  palace,  inhabited  by  the  antient  tzars.  Hands  at  the 
extremity  of  the  Kremlin.  Part  of  this  palace  is  old,  and 
remains  in  the  fame  Hate  in  which  it  was  built  under  Ivan 
Vaflilievitch  I.  The  remainder  has  been  fucceflively  added 
at  different  intervals  without  any  plan,  and  in  various  Hyles 
of  architedlure  ; which  has  produced  a motley  pile  of  build- 
ing, remarkable  for  nothing  but  the  incongruity  of  the  feve- 
ral  Hru£l:ures.  The  top  is  thickly  fet,  with  numerous  little 
gilded  fpires  and  globes ; and  a large  portion  of  the  front 
is  decorated  with  the  arms  of  all  the  provinces,  which  com- 
pofe  the  Ruffian  empire.  The  apartments  are  in  general 
exceedingly  fmall,  excepting  one  lingle  room,  called  the 
council-chamber,  in  which  the  antient  tzars  ufed  to  give  au- 
dience to  foreign  embaffadors ; and  which  has  been  repeat- 
edly defcribed  by  feveral  Engliffi  travellers,  who  vffited  Mof- 
cow  before  the  Imperial  refidence  was  transferred  to  Peterf- 
burgh.  The  room  is  large  and  vaulted,  and  has  in  the  centre 
an  enormous  pillar  of  Hone,  which  fupports  the  cieling  t. 

* Mr.  Hanway,  in  his  travels,  has  given  Embafly,  p.  149.  In  the  feaft  which  Alexey 
an  accnrate  defcription  and  engraving  of  Michaelovitch  gave  to  the  Earl  of  Carliflc, 
this  bell.  this  great  pillar  was  adorned  with  a won- 

•)>  “ The  roof  of  the  audience-chamber  derful  variety  of  gold  and  fdver  vellels,. 

“ was  arched  and  fiipported  by  a great  p.  292. 

**  pillar  in  the  middle.”  Lord  Carlifle’s 
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xhis  palace,  which,  prior  to  the  cera  of  Peter  the  Great, 
j w'as  efteemed  by  the  natives  as  an  edifice  of  unparalleled 
magnificence,  in  which  the  tzars  held  their  courts  in  all  the 
fplendour  of  Eaftern  pomp'^^,  is  now,  fince  the  late  improve- 
ments in  architedture,  far  furpalTed  by  the  ordinary  manfions 
of  the  nobility,  and  by  no  means  calculated  even  for  the 
temporary  reiidence  of  the  fovereign.  In  this  palace  Peter 
the  Great  came  into  the  world^  in  the  year  1672  ; an  event 
here  mentioned,  not  only  becaufe  it  is  remarkable  in  the 
annals  of  this  country,  but  becaufe  the  Ruffians  themfelves 
were,  till  very  lately,  ignorant  of  the  place  in  which  their 
favourite  hero  was  born.  That  honour  was  ufnally  afcribed 
to  Columna,  which,  on  that  fuppofition,  has  been  profanely 
•ifyled  the  Bethlehem  of  RulTia ; but  the  judicious  Muller 


* The  author  of  Lord  Carlifle’s  Embafly 
defcribes,  in  tlic  following  hyperbolical  ex- 
prelfions,  the  Aiiatic  magnificence  of  the 
court  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  at  the  flrft 
audience  of  the  embafl'adors.  “ And  here 
(in  the  audience  chamber)  it  was  we 
“ were  like  thofe  who  coming  fuddenly  out 
“ of  the  dark  are  darted  vvith  the  bright- 
“ net's  of  the  fun : the  fplendour  of  their 
“ icwels  feeming  to  contend  for  priority 
wit'-  that  of  the  day  ; fo  that  we  were 
“ loft  as  it  were  in  this  confufion  of  glory. 

The  tzar,  like  a fparkling  fun,  (to  fpeak 
“ in  the  Rufiian  dialedt)  darted  forth  moft 
“ fumptuous  rays,  being  moft  magnificently 
placed  upon  his  throne,  with  his  feeptre 
“ in  his  hand,  and  having  his  crown  on  his 
head.  His  tlirone  was  of  mairive  filver 
“ gilt,  wroiiglit  curioiifly  on  the  top  with 
“ feveral  works  niid  pt  ramkls  ; and  being 
■“  levtn  or  eight  fteps  higher  than  the  floor, 
“ it  rendeted  the  perfon  of  the  prince 
“ tranfccndeiitly  m ijeflic.  'J'h  • iceirtrc 
“ glittcud  all  over  with  jewels,  his  veil  was 
“ fet  with  the  like  from  top  to  the  bottom 
“ down  the  openi  ig  before,  and  his  collar 
^ was  anfw  trable  to  the  lame-  By  his  fide 
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“ he  had  four  of  the  talleft  lords  (landing 
“ below  his  throne,  erich  of  them  with  a 
“ battle-ax  upon  his  flioulder,  and  with  a 
“ profound  gravity  catling  their  eyes  now 
“ and  then  upon  the  tzar,  as  inviting  us  to 
“ an  admiration  of  his  grandeur.  Their 
habits  w'ere  no  lefs  remarkable  than  their 
“ countenances,  being  all  four  of  them, 
“ from  the  top  of  their  head  to  the  foie  of 
“ their  foot,  clothed  in  white  vefts  of  er- 
“ mine,  and  having  chains  of  gold.  But 
that  w'hich  was  farther  admirable  was 
“ the  glorious  equipage  of  the  Boyars  pre- 
“ fent  at  this  audience,  who  were  as  fo 
“ many  beams  of  the  fnn  elevated  in  his 
“ triumphant  car,  and  feemed  to  have  no 
“ luftre  but  to  do  homage  withal  to  their 
“ great  monarch.  'I'hey  were  about  two 
“ hundred,  clothed  all  with  vefts  of  cloth 
“ and  gold,  cloth  of  lilver  or  velvet  fet  with 
“ jew'cls,  all  placed  in  order  upon  benches 
“ covered  with  tapeilrv,”fkc.  p.  147  to  149. 
The  reailer  w'ill  find  many  deferiptions  of 
the  tzar’s  magnificence  aiul  court,  in  the 
feveral  accouius  of  the  diftercut  cmbaflles 
in  Hackluyt’s  CollcUicm  of  Voyages.. 


has 


MOSCOW. 


297 

has  unquelHonably  proved,  that  the  Imperial  palace  of  Mof- 
cow  was  the  place  of  Peter’s  nativity  . — 1 

I was  greatly  clifappointed  that  we  could  not  view  that 
part  of  the  palace  called  the  treafiiry.  The  keeper  being 
lately  dead,  the  door  was  fealed  up,  and  could  not  be  o[Xined. 
until  a fuccelibr  was  appointed.  Bcfide  the  crown,  jew  , 
and  royal  robes,  ufed  at  the  coronation  of  the  fovereig;  nls 
repofitory,  as  we  were  informed,  contains  feveral  cun  hties, 
which  relate  to  and  illuftrate  the  hiftory  of  this  country. 

There  are  two  convents  in  the  Kremlin ; one  is  a nun- 
nery, and  the  other  a monaftery  for  men,  called  Tichudof. 

The  latter  does  not  merit  any  particular  defcription  ; I en- 
tered it  merely  becaufe  it  is  well  known  in  the  RutTian  hif- 
tory  as  the  place  wherein  the  tzarVafliliShuilki  w\as  confined 
after  his  depofition,  and  from  whence  he  was  taken  in  order 
to  be  carried  into  Poland : where  he  only  exchanged  ooe 
prifon  for  another  ftill  more  difmal ; and  wdiere  he  fell  a 
vi6lim  to  his  own  difappointment  and  chagrin,  as  well  as  to 
the  ill-treatment  of  the  Poles.  We  are  naturally  led  to  com- 
paffionate  the  fate  of  an  exiled  and  depofed  monarch,  who 
dragged  on  a miferable  exilfence  amidtl  the  horrors  of  per- 
petual imprifonment : but  the  black  ingratitude  of  Vafii  i 
Shuidci  towards  Demetrius,  his  fovereign  and  benefa^ftor,  r i- 
moft  extinguiflies  our  fenfe  of  his  calamities.  For  even  if 
the  perfon  who  affumed  the  name  of  Demetrius  was  an 
impoftor,  Shuifki,  when  condemned  for  high-treafon  to  an 
ignominious  death,  was  equally  indebted  to  him  for  his  par- 
don ; an  acT  of  clemency  ill  requited  by  the  depofition  and 
murder  of  his  benefadtor  f . 

The  nunnery,  called  Viefnovitfkoi,  was  founded  in  1393 
by  Eudoxia,  wife  of  the  great-duke  Dmitri  I vanovitch  Donlki. 

* See  Jour.  St.  Pet.  f Sec  Chap.  VII. 
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The  abbefs  politely  accompanied  ns  over  the  convent  herfelfy 
— i and  pointed  out  to  us  eVery  object  in  the  leaft  degree  worthy 
of  attention.  She  firft  condu61:ed  us  to  the  principal  chapel, 
which  contained  the  tombs  of  feveral  tzarinas  and  princelTes 
of  the  Imperial  family.  The  tombs  are  a kind  of  hone 
coffins  laid  on  the  floor,  and  ranged  in  rows  very  near  each 
other  ; fome  were  inclofed  with  brafs,  and  others  with  iron 
ballaftrades,  but  the  greateft  number  had  no  diftindion  of 
this  fort.  Each  fepulchre  was  covered  with  a pall  of  crimfon 
or  black  velvet,  ornamented  with  an  embroidered  crofs  in 
the  middle,  and  edged  with  a border  of  gold  and  fllver  lace. 
Over  thefe,  on  great  feftivals,  are  laid  other  coverings  of. 
gold  and  fllver  tilfue,  richly  fludded  with  pearls  and  precious 
ftones.  The  foundrefs  of  the  convent  is  a faint,  and  is- 
buried  under  the  altar.  The  abbefs  very  obligingly  pre^ 
fented  me  with  a MS.  Ruffian  account  of  the  princefles,.  who= 
are  interred  in  the  church.  After  we  had  fully  examined 
thefe  repofltories  of  the  dead,,  and  furveyed  the  rich  veil;- 
mentsof  thepriefts,  and  the  figures  of  various  faints  paintedt 
on  the  walls,  the  abbefs  invited  us  into  her  apartments.  She 
led  the  way,  and  at  the  top  of  the  flairs,  as  we  entered  the 
anti-chamber,  flruck  the  floor  two  or  three  blows  with  her 
ivory-handled  cane,  when  inflantaneoufly  a chorus  of  about 
twenty  nuns  received  us  with  hymns,  which  they  continued 
flnging  as  long  as  we  flaid  : the  melody  w^as  not  unpleafing* 
In  an  adjoining  room  tea  was  ferved  to  the  company,  and  a. 
table  wras  plentifully  fpread  with  pickled  herrings,  flices  of 
fait  fifh,  cheefe,  bread;  butter,  and  cakes  t'  champaigne  and 
liqueurs  were  tendered  by  the  abbefs  herfelf.  After  we  had 
])artaken  of  thefe  rcfrefliments,  we  attended  the  abbefs 
through  the  apartments  of  the  nuns,  many  of  whom  were 

employed 


MOSCOW. 


29J 


employed  in  embroidering  facerdotal  habits  for  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Mofcow,  and  we  took  our  leave.  ^ , 

The  nuns  wore  a long  robe  of  black  Huff,  black  veils, 
black  forehead-cloth,  and  black  wrappers  under  the  chin, 
which  made  them  look  very  difmal  and  pale.  The  abbefs 
was  diftinguifhed  by  a robe  of  black  filk.  The  nuns  are 
totally  prohibited  from  meat,  living  chiefly  upon  fifla,  eggs, 
and  vegetables.  In  other  refpe6ts  the  order  is  not  rigid,  and 
they  are  allowed  to  pay  occafional  vifits  in  the  town. 

I have  already  had  occaiion  to  mention  the  great  number 
of  churches  contained  in  this  city.  The  Kremlin  is  not 
without  its  fhare  ; in  a fmall  compafs  I counted  eight  al- 
moll;  contiguous  to  each  other.  Two  of  thefe  churches, 
namely  that  of  St.  Michael,  and  that  of  the  Affumption  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  are  remarkable ; the  one  for  being  the 
place  where  the  fovereigns  of  Rullia  were  formerly  interred  ; 
and  the  other  where  they  are  crowned.  Thefe  edifices  are 
both  in  the  fame  ftyle  of  architecture,  and  were  probably 
conflruCted  by  Solarius  of  Milan,  who  built  the  walls  of  the 
Kremlin.  Though  the  architect  was  obliged  to  conform 
his  tafte  to  the  models  of  ecclefiaftical  buildings  at  that  time 
ufed  in  Ruffia,  yet  their  exterior  form  is  not  abfolutely  in- 
elegant, although  it  is  an  oblong  fquare,  and  much  too  high 
in  proportion  to  the  breadth. 

In  the  cathedral  of  St.  Michael  I viewed  the  tombs  of  the 
Ruffian  fovereigns.  The  bodies  are  not,  as  with  us,  depo- 
ilted  in  vaults,  or  beneath  the  pavement,  but  are  entombed 
in  raifed  fepulchres,  moftly  of  brick,  in  the  ffiape  of  a coffin, 
and  about  two  feet  in  height.  When  I vilited  the  cathedral, 
the  moft  antient  were  covered  with  palls  of  red  cloth,  others 
of  red  velvet,  and  that  of  Peter  II.  with  gold  tiffiie  bor- 

* Upon  great  feflivals  all  the  fepulchres  are  covered  with  rich  palls  of  gold  or  filver 
brocade,  ftudded  with  pearls  and  jewels. 

Q q 2 dered 


300 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA. 


BOOK  tiered  with  filver  fringe  and  ermine.  Each  tomb  has  at  its 
— V — 'lower  extremity  a fmall  filver  plate,  upon  which  is  en- 
graved the  name  of  the  deceafed  fovereign,  and  the  asra  of 
his  death. 

From  the  time  that  Mofcow  has  been  the  Imperial  relT- 
dence  to  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century,  all  the  tzars  have  been 
interred  in  this  cathedral,  excepting  Boris  Godunof(  whofe 
remains  are  depofited  in  the  convent  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
the  tzar  under  the  name  of  Demetrius  t,  who  was  deftroyed 
in  a tumult,  and  Vafliii  Shuifki,  who  died  in  captivity  at 
W arfaw. 

The  tomb  of  Ivan  Vaffiiievitch  I.  claimed  my  prin- 
cipal attention,  who  may  juftly  be  eifeemed  the  founder  of 
the  Ruffian  greatnefs.  At  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  in 
1462,  Ruflia  formed  a eolle6tion  of  petty  principalities  en- 
gaged in  perpetual  wars  with  each  other,  fome  of  them  no- 
minally fubjedl  to  the  great-duke  of  Mofcow,  and  all  of 
them,  together  with  that  monarch  himfelf,  tributary  to  the 
Tartarst. 

Ivan,  in  the  courfe  of  a profperous  reign  of  above  forty 
years,  gave  a new  afpect  to  the  Rullian  affairs : he  annexed 
to  his  dominions  the  duchies  of  Tver  and  other  neighbour- 
ing principalities,  fubdued  Novogorod,  and,  what  was  ftill 
mote  glorious  and  beneficial,  he  refcued  this  country  from 

* See  Cliaptcr  VI.  “ mare’s  milk  ; aad  if  a drop  chanced  to 

f Sec  Chap.  Vll.  “ fall  ii])on  the  mane  of  the  horfe,  on 

J The  lei  vitiKlc  of  the  great-duke  v/ill  “ which  the  Tartar  embaftador  was  fitting, 

heft  appear  from  the  following  ciictim-  “ he  would  himfelf  lick  it  up.  Wlien  they 

llances,  recorded  by  Cromer  the  I’olifli  “ reached  the  half  of  audience,  the  embaf- 
hirtorian.  “Whenever  the  Tr.rtar  cm-  “ fadors  read  the  khan’s  letter  feated  upon 
“ balhtdors  were  lent  to  Mofcow  in  “ a carpet  of  the  choiceil  furs,  while  the 
“ order  to  cooeft  the  accuflomed  tribute,  “ great-duke  with  his  nobles  knelt,  and 
“ the  grcrt-d'jke  ufed  to  meet  them,  and  “ lillcned  in  rcfpciflful  filcnce.”  Cromer^ 
“ wffer,  as  a mark  of  his  rcfpcift,  a cup  of  L.  29.  p.  647. 
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th€  Tartar  yoke,  and  refufed  the  payment  of  the  ignominious 
tribute,  which  for  above  a century  had  been  exacted  from ' — — 
his  predeceffors.  He  had  no  fooner  delivered  Ruffia  from 
this  dependence,  than  his  alliance  w^as  courted  by  many  Eu- 
ropean fovereigns  ; and  during  his  reign  Mofcow  faw,  for 
the  firft  time,  embafiadors  from  the  emperor  of  Germany, 
from  the  pope,  the  grand-fignor,  from  the  kings  of  Pokind 
and  Denmark,  and  from  the  republic  of  Venice, 

The  talents  of  this  able  monarch  were  not  confined  to 
military  atchievements  : Ruffi.a  was  indebted  to  him  for  the 
improvement  of  her  commerce,  and  for  oiDening  a more 
ready  communication  with  the  European  nations.  Under 
his  aufpices,  the  knowledge  of  gunpowder  and  the  art  of 
cafting  cannon  was  firft  brought  into  Rutfia  by  Ariftotle  of 
Bologna : he  employed  the  fame  artift  t,  as  well  as  other 
foreigners,,  to  ftrike  anew  the  Ruftian  coins,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  disfigured  by  Tartar  infcriptions ; he  engaged, 
at  a vaft  expence,  Italian  artifts  to  eneJofe  the  Kremlins  of 
Mofcow  and  Novogorod  with  walls  of  brick,  and  to  conftrucf 
feveral  churches  and  other  public  ftrudtures  with  the  fame 
materials  For  his  various  civil  and  military  fervices  he 
defervedly  acquired  the  name  of  the  Great.  He  is  deferibed 
as  a perfon  of  gigantic  ftature  and  ferocious  afpeeft.  Ilis 
manners  and  deportment,  ftrongly  infedled  with  the  barba.- 
rifm  of  his  age  and  country,  w^ere  fomewhat  foftened  and 
poliihed  by  the  example  of  his  fecond  wife  Sophia§,  a Grecian 

princefs. 

* Bachmeifler’s  Effai  fur  la  Bib.  de  Pe-  § Sophia  was  daughter  of  Thomas  Pa- 
terf.  p.  28.  Ixogolus,  brother  of  Couftantiae  the  lait 

+ PofTevinus.  Grecian  emperor,  who  loil  his  life  when. 

J A vaft  eifort  in  thefe  barbarous  times,  Conftancinople  was  taken  by  the  Turks  in 
and  which  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  becaufe  1453.  Soon  after  that  event  Sophia  re- 
nt his  accelTion  to  the  throne  almoft  all  the  paired  to  Rome  with  her  hither,  where 
buildings  of  Mofcow  were  of  wood.  they  lived  under  the  proteiftiou  of  the  pope. . 
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princefs  of  confummate  beauty  and  winning  addrefs ; who, 
— .-l-'to  all  the  fofter  graces  of  her  fex  added  a vigorous  and 
manly  fpirit ; and  who,  while  flie  infufed  into  her  hufband 
a tafte  for  the  arts  of  peace,  animated  him  to  thofe  glorious 
enterprizes  which  tended  to  the  aggrandizement  of  his 
.country, 

Ivan  the  Great  died  in  1 505,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age  : 
on  each  fide  of  his  remains  are  depofited  thofe  of  his  father 
Vaflili  Vaffilievitch,  furnamed  The  Blind  ; and  of  his  fon 
Vaflili  Ivanovitch,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  throne,  and 
expired  in  1533. 

In  a fmall  chapel  adjoining  to  thefe  tombs  is  the  fepulchre 
of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  t fon  and  fucceffor  of  Vaffili  Ivano- 
vitch. This  fovereign  is  branded  by  many  writers  with  the 
name  of  tyrant^  and  reprefented  as  the  moll:  odious  monfter 
that  ever  difgraced  human  nature.  In  delineating,  however, 
his  general  charadter,  they  are  fometimes  guilty  of  falfe- 
hood  J,  and  often  of  exaggeration,  and  feem  totally  to  forget 

many 


The  latter  is  faid  to  have  negotiated  her 
marriage  with  the  great-duke,  and  even  to 
have  bellowed  her  portion,  in  hopes  of 
procuring,  through  her  influence,  great  ad- 
vantages to  the  Roman  catholic  religion  in 
RulTia.  But  thefe  hopes  were  fruftrated ; 
for  Sophia,  immediately  upon  her  marriage 
in  1482,  embraced  the  Greek  religion.  She 
encouraged  her  hulhand  in  fliaking  off  the 
Tartar  yoke  ; and  probably  afliflcd  him  in 
procuring  the  ablefl  architcfts  from  Italy. 
See  Herberftein.  in  Rer.  Mof.  Comm.  p.  7. 
alfo  Pau.  Jovii  Dc  I^g.  Mof. — Ibid.  p.  129- 
* He  received  the  appellation  of  The 
Blind,  bccaufe  his  eyes  had  been  put  out  by 
order  of  his  uncle,  who,  having  iormei  ly 
depofcd  him,  pra6tifed  this  cruel  -'xpedient 
in  order  to  dirtpialify  him  from  re-afceiiding 
the  throne.  lie  was  aftcrwaids,  however, 
re-inflatid  in  the  fovereignty  by  the  affec- 
tion of  his  fubjedts.. 


f Called,  by  the  Englifli  writers,  John 
Bafdovitz. 

i Thus  fome  writers  alTert,  that  when  he 
walked  out,  or  made  a progrefs  through  his 
dominions,  if  he  met  any  one  whofc  mien 
difpleafed  him,  he  would  order  his  head  to 
be  llruck  off,  or  do  it  himfelf. 

Others  as  abfurdly  relate,  that  he  would 
order  bears  to  be  let  loofe  upon  a croud  of 
people  aflemblcd  in  the  ftreets  of  Mofeow, 
and  diverted  himfelf  with  the  cries  and  ago- 
nies of  the  perfons  devoured  by  thofe  fero- 
cious animals. 

Oleariiis  informs  11s,  that  Ivan  wantonly 
commanded  the  eyes  of  the  architeft,  vtho 
built  the  church  .of  the  Holy  Trinity  at 
Mofeow,  to  be  put  out,  that  he  might  never 
conflnidl  any  building  of  fuperior  beauty. 

Thefe  idle  tales  confute  themfclves ; but 
ihe  following  report  we  arc  able  to  contra- 
dict from  our  own  hillory.  Ivan  is  laid  to 

have 
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many  great  qualities  which  he  certainly  polTelTed,  Though 
we  ihould  not  give  implicit  credit  to  many  idle  reports  which  ' — ^ 
are  related  of  his  favagenefs  and  inhumanity;  yet  it  would 
be  equally  as  abfurd,  and  contrary  to  hiftorical  evidence,  to 
deny  or  attempt  to  apologife  for  many  cruelties  a6lually 
committed  by  this  monarch,  v/ho,  no  more  than  Peter  the 
Great,  reckoned  'clemency  among  the  number  of  his  virtues. 

But  while  we  regard  the  ferocity  and  implacability  of  his 
temper  with  abhorrence,  we  cannot  refufe  the  tribute  of 
admiration  to  his  political  charadler.  He  raifed  the  fuper- 
jdrndlure  of  the  Ruffian  grandeur,  of  which  his  grandfather 
had  laid  the  foundation.  Iiiftead  of  adefultory  militia,  col- 
lected in  hafte,  and  always  impatient  todifband,  he  inftituted 
a ftanding  army  ; he  aboliflied  the  ufe  of  the  bow,  hitherto- 
the  principal  weapon  among  the  Ruffians  ; he  trained  them 
to  fire-arms j and  accuftomed  them  to  a more  regular  difci- 
pline.  By  means  of  this  formidable  body,  he  extended  his 
dominions  on  all  lides,  and  particularly  conquered  the  king- 
doms of  Cafan  and  Aftrachanj  and  rendered  the  Ruffian 
name  refpeCtable  to  the  diftant  powers  of  Europe,  He  gave 
to  his  fubjeCts  the  firft  code  of  written  laws  ; he  invited  fo- 
reign artifts  t to  Mofcow  ; he  introduced  printing  into  Ruf- 
lia  ; he  promoted  commerce,  and  regulated  the  duties  of 
export  and  import ; . he  permitted  EngiiQiunerchants  to  efta- 

have  ordered  the  hat  of  the  Englifli  embaf-  in-  the  6th  chap,  of  this  Book,  and  the  2d 
fador,  Sir  Jerome  Bowes,  to  be  nailed  to  his  of  Book  IV. 

head,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  take  it  off  in  f Above  three  hundred  artifls  of  all  pro- 
the  tzar’s  prefence.  feffions,  namely,  painters,  fculptors,  archi- 

This  report  was  occafioned  by  the  exag-  tefts,  watch-makers,  callers  of  bells,  mi- 
gerated  account  of  a mifuaderftanding  be-  ners,  armourers,  ftationcrs,  mafons.  Sec,, 
tween  the  tzar  and  Sir  Jerome  Bowes,  have  already  arrived  at  Lubec  in  their  way  to 
■which  is  related  in  the  embaflador’s  dif-  Moloovv,  but  were  prevented  from  proceed- - 
patches.  Hackluyt’s  Colleftion  of  Voy-  ing  by  the  intrigues  of  the  inhabitants  of 
ages,  V.  I.  p.  460,  &c.  Lubec,  and  the  natives  of  Livonia.  See. 

laltances  of  which  the  reader  will  find  Bachmeifier’s  Eflai  fur  la  Bib.  &c.  p.  32. 
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blifli  factories  within  his  dominions,  and,  wdth  a liberality 
— , — ^ not  always  praccifed  by  more  enlightened  fovereigns,  granted 
to  them  the  -free  exercife  of  their  religion  ; he  had  even 
formed  the  dehgn,  which  death  alone  prevented,  of  infti- 
tuting  various  feminaries  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Latin  and 
German  languages.  In  a word,  he  may  fairly  be  elteemed 
one  of  thofe  fovereigns,  who  have  contributed  to  improve 
and  civilize  their  fubjedts. 

Ivan  Vahilievitch  11.  died  in  I5'84,  in  an  agony  of  grief 
at  the  death  of  his  eldelf  fon  Ivan,  whofe  remains  are  placed 
contiguous  to  thofe  of  his  father.  HiRorians  have  recorded, 
that  this  prince  received  his  death,  from  the  perfon  to  whom 
he  was  indebted  for  his  life,  by  an  unfortunate  blow  upon 
his  temple.  The  enemies  of  the  tzar  have  not  failed  to 
impute  this  melancholy  cataRrophe  to  defign ; while  his 
apologiifs  have  no  lefs  Itrenuoufly  laboured  to  reprefent  it 
as  merely  accidental.  Upon  weighing  thefe  difcordant  ac- 
counts with  impartiality,  it  appears,  that  the  blow  was  either 
cafual,  or,  if  deligned  to  chaRife,  certainly  not  intended  to  be 
fatal. 

Feodor,  the  fecond  fon  and  fuccclTor  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch 
II.  is  interred  in  the  fame  chapel ; a prince  of  fuch  weak 
intellects  and  notorious  incapacity,  as  to  be  a mere  phantom 
of  fovereignty,  and  entirely  under  the  direClion  of  his  bro- 
ther-in-law Boris  Godunof.  Feodor  afeended  the  throne  in 
1584,  and  expired  in  i 598  : in  him  ended  the  male  line  of 
the  fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of  Ruric  '"’S  a family  who  had 
reigned  over  RulRa  for  a period  of  more  than  feven  centu- 
ries. 

Among  the  tombs  in  this  church,  the  moft  remarkable  is 
that  which  contains  the  body  of  a child,  fuppofed  by  the 
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Ruffians  to  have  been  the  third  fon  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  who 
is  faid  to  have  been  affaffinated  at  Vglitz,  in  the  ninth  year ' — , — 
of  his  age,  by  order  of  Boris  Godunof.  This  tomb,  which  is 
more  diftinguilhed  than  thofe  of  the  Ruffian  fovereigns,  is 
of  brafs  and  highly  ornamented.  The  child  is  clafTed  among 
the  faints  of  the  Ruffian  calendar,  and,  according  to  the  le* 
gends  of  the  church,  his  body  is  faid  to  have  performed  mi- 
racles, and  is  believed  by  the  credulous  to  remain  uncor- 
rupted. The  top  of  the  fepulchre  is  frequently  uncovered, 
and,  during  divine  fervice  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Alexander 
Nevjfki,  I obferved  feveral  Ruffians  kiffing  the  inficle  with 
great  marks  of  devotion.  The  hiftory  of  the  affaffinatioa 
at  Vglitz,  and  the  adventures  of  the  real  or  pretended  De- 
metrius, who  filled  the  throne  for  a fliort  time,  require  a 
feparate  narrative. 

The  fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of  Romanof  are  interred  in 
the  body  of  the  church  : their  tombs  are  placed  on  each  fide 
between  the  mafiy  pillars,  which  fupport  the  roof. 

The  firfi;  of  this  illufirious  line  is  Michael  Feodorovitch, 
whofe  election  in  1613  put  a final  period  to  a long  fcene  of 
civil  bloodflied,  and  reftored  tranquillity  to  his  diftra^ted 
country.  He  owed  his  elevation  to  his  high  rank  and 
princely  defcent ; but  more  particularly  to  the  virtues,  abi- 
lities, and  popularity  of  his  father  Philaretes.  A body  of 
Ruffian  nobles  having  tendered  the  crown  to  Ladifiaus 
prince  of  Poland,  that  prince  had  actually  aflumed  the  title 
of  tzar,  and  eftabliflied  a garrifon  at  Mofcow : foon  after- 
w^ards  a powerful  party,  averfe  to  the  government  of  a fo- 
reigner, expelled  the  Poles  from  the  capital,  and  unanimoully 
advanced  Michael  to  the  throne,  though  at  that  time  fcarcely 
feventeen  years  of  age.  It  is  fingular,  that  he  was  raifed  to 
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BOOK  high  ftation,  not  only  without  his  knowledge,  but  even  in 

V— ^ / repugnance  to  his  own  inclination.  When  the  deputies  from 
Mofcow  arrived  at  Coflroma,  where  he  at  that  time  refided 
with  his  mother,  and  acquainted  him  with  his  election  ; 
Michael,  recollecting  the  dreadful  cataftrophes  which  had 
befallen  all  the  tzars  fince  the  demife  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch, 
and  reflecting  on  the  prefent  diftraCted  date  of  Ruflia,  burft 
into  tears  ; and  for  a while  declined  the  proffered  crown, 
which  feemed  to  entail  deftruCtion  upon  thofe  who  had  ven- 
tured to  wear  it  Overcome,  however,  by  the  importuni- 
ties of  the  deputies,  and  partly  dazzled  with  the  fplendour 
of  royalty,  Michael  at  length  yielded  to  the  wifhes  of  his 
country  ; and  repairing  without  delay  to  Mofcow,  was 
crowned  with  the  ufual  folemnities.  Though  he  afcended 
the  throne  with  reluClance,  he  filled  it  with  dignity ; and 
found  a protection  from  thofe  difafters  which  overwhelmed 
his  immediate  predeceffors,  in  his  own  difcretion,  in  the  wife 
counfels  of  his  father,  and  in  the  affeClion  of  his  fubjeCts. 
Michael  died  in  1648,  after  a profperous  reign  of  28  years. 

Alexey  Michaelovitch  his  fon,  whofe  allies  lie  contiguous 
to  his  remains,  is  chiefly  known  by  foreigners  as  the  father 
of  Peter  the  Great ; but  he  deferves  likewife  our  attention 
for  his  own  public  virtues,  and  for  a variety  of  falutary  in- 
.ftitutions.  He  revifed,  amended,  and  new-modelled  the 
code  of  laws  compiled  by  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II. ; he  intro- 
duced a more  regular  difcipline  into  the  army ; and  invited  t 
foreign  officers  into  his  fervice  ; he  procured  from  Amfter- 
dam  feveral  ffiip-builders,  whom  he  employed  in  conflruCt- 

* See  Bufching’s  Account  of  the  lilcftion  were  two  generals,  two  field  marflials,  more 
of  Michael.  Ilifi.  M.  li.  j).  403.  than  an  hundred  colonels,  majors,  captains, 

4 Mnycrberg  fays,  among  the  foreign  offi-  lieutenants,  and  enfigns  in  proportion. 
f.  Xi  in  the  fervice  of  Alexiy  Michaelovitch, 
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ing  veffels  for  the  navigation  of  the  Cafpian  Sea  ; in  a word, 
he  traced  the  great  outlines  of  many  of  thofe  regulations  ' — , — 
which  were  afterwards  improved  and  enlarged  by  the  vaft 
genius  of  his  fon  Peter  the  Great.  Alexey  deceafed  in 
1676,  in  the  3 2d  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  49th  of  his  age. 

Oppohte  to  the  fepulchre  of  Alexey  are  thofe  of  his  fons 
Feodor  and  Ivan  : Feodor,  who  fucceeded  his  father  in  the 
throne,  has  been  defcribed  by  Voltaire  and  others  as  a 
prince  who  polTelTed  a vigorous  mind  in  a weak  frame,  and 
whofe  adminiftration  was  dignified  with  many  ufeful  and 
glorious  regulations.  The  truth  is,  however,  that  incapacity, 
no  lefs  than  ill-health,  difqualified  him  from  conducing  the 
affairs  of  government ; that  he  a6tually  refigned  himfelf  to 
the  dirc6tion  of  his  filter  Sophia;  and  that  all  the  beneficial 
a6ts  of  his  adminiflration  muft  be  afcribed  to  her  influence, 
and  to  the  abilities  of  his  prime  minifter  the  great  Galitzin. 
Feodor,  after  a fhort  reign  of  fix  years,  funk  in  1682  under 
the  diforders  which  had  long  preyed  upon  his  frame. 

Ivan,  fecond  brother  of  Feodor,  and  rightful  heir  of  the 
throne,  was  fo  debilitated  by  epileptic  fits,  both  in  body  and 
mind  -,  that  he  was  at  firft  excluded  from  the  fucceffion  as  in- 
capable of  difcharging  the  functions  of  government,  but  was 
afterwards  recognized  as  joint- fovereign  with  his  half-bro- 
ther Peter  the  Great ; he  was  confidered  merely  as  a puppet, 
held  up  to  fatisfy  the  multitude,  and  to  fecure  to  his  adherents 
a fhare  in  th^  adminiflration  of  affairs.  He  was  allowed  to 

* Schleiffing,  who  was  at  Mofcow  during  “ being  feen  on  account  of  its  deformitv. 
the  adminiftration  of  Sophia,  thus  defcribes  “ J3ut  he  is  very  pious  and  devout ; and  as, 
the  perfon  of  Ivan.  “ Ivan  Alexey,  the  “ on  account  of  his  weak  conftitution,  he 
“ eldefl:  tzar,  is  ill-formed  by  nature,  info-  “ cannot  hunt,  or  take  any  violent  exercife, 

“ much  that  he  can  neither  rightly  fee,  “ he  is  the  more  conftant  in  his  attendance 
“ read,  or  fpeak.  He  always  wears  a piece  “ at  church,  and  never  milfes  a proceffion. 

“ of  green  filk  before  his  eyes,  in  order  to  “ He  is  flrort  in  his  perfon,  very  thin,  and 
“ prevent  the  upper  part  of  his  face  from  “ is  now  30  years  of  age.” 
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BOOK  continue  this  Rate-pageant  during  the  remainder  of  his  life ; 
t— v~-^^nd  his  death,  which  happened  in  1698,  was  fcarcely  per- 
ceived by  his  fubjecRs,  and  not  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe, 
except  by  the  omiffion  of  his  name  in  the  public  a6ts. 

The  fovereigns  fubfequent  to  Ivan  are  interred  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  excepting  Peter  II.  whofe  allies  repofe  in  this  cathe- 
dral. This  monarch,  the  fon  of  the  unfortunate  Tzarovitch 
Alexey,  was  born  in  1715,  fucceeded  in  1727,  Catharine  I. 
and  died  in  1730  of  the  fmall-pox  in  this  city,  on  the  very 
day  which  had  been  appointed  for  his  marriage  with  the 
princefs  Dolgorucki.  His  death  was  occafioned  by  the  ig- 
norance of  the  phyftcians,  who  treated  his  diforder  as  a ma- 
lignant fever.  Peter  II.  acquired  great  popularity  by  fixing, 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  fliort  reign,  his  imperial  re- 
fidence  at  Mofcow.  He  was  greatly  regretted  as  the  grandfon 
of  Peter  the  Great,  and  as  the  perfon  in  whom  the  male  line 
of  the  Houfe  of  Romanof  became  extinct. 
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13.  Boris  Godunof,  elefted 
Tzar  159S;  died  in  1&05. 

His  fon  Feodor,  proclaimed 
Tzar  in  April  by  his  fa- 
ther’s party,  and  , put  to 
death  in  June,  can  fcarcely 
be  clalTed  among  the  Ruf- 
fian fovereigns. 


Dmitri,  or  Demetrius,  theFalfe 
Demetrius  of  the  Ruffians; 
by  others  called  the  fon  of 
Ivan  Vaffllievitch  II.  af- 
cended  the  throne  in  June, 
1 605  j alTaffinated  May, 
1606. 


Vaffili  IvanovitchShuilki,  ele£Ied 
Tzar  upon  the  alTaffination 
of  Demetrius  in  1606;  de- 
pofed  in  1610  ; died  in  c-ap- 
tivity  at  Warfaw. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Cathedral  of  the  JJf^wption  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  Kremlin. 
' — Toombs  of  the  Ruffian  patriarchs. — Origin  and  abolition 
of  the  patriarchal,  dignity  . — Account  of  the  patriarch  Phila- 
retes  father  of  the  houfe  of  Romanof. — Biographical  anec^ 
dotes  of  the  patriarch  Nicon. 


NOTHER  church  in  the  Kremlin,  namely,  the  cathe-  chap. 


' clral  of  the  Affumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  which  has , 

long  been  appropriated  to  the  coronation  of  the  Ruffian  fo- 
vereigns,  remains  to  be  defcribed.  This  church  is  the  mofl: 
fplendid  and  magnificent  in  Mofcow.  The  fcreen  is  in  many 
parts  covered  with  plates  of  folid  filver  and  gold  richly 
worked.  From  the  centre  of  the  roof  hangs  an  enormous 
chandelier  of  raaffy  filver,.  weighing  2940  pounds  : it  was 
made  in  England,  and  was  a prefent  from  Morofof,  prime- 
minifter  and  favourite  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch.  The  facred 
utenfils  and  epifcopal  veftments  are  extraordinarily  rich,  but 
the  tafte  of  the  workmanfhip  is  in  general  rude,  and  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  materials,- 
i'  Many  of  the  paintings  which  cover  the  infide  walls  are 
of'^  Coloffal  fize  : foriie  are  Very  antient,  and  were  executed 
\ fo  early  as  in  the  latter  eiid  of  the  fifteenth  century.  It 
contains,  amongft  the  reft,  a head  of  the  Virgin,  fuppofed  to 
, have  been  delineated  by  St.  Luke,  and  greatly  celebrated  in 
this  country  for  its  faridtity  and  the  power- of  working  mira- 
cles. Its  face  is  a?moft  black  ; its  head  is  ornamented  with  a 
glory  of  precious  ftones,  and  its  hands  and  body  are  gilded,. 
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which  gives  it  a mofl  grotefque  appearance.  It  is  placed  in 
the  fkreen,  and  enclofed  within  a large  filver  covering, 
which  is  only  taken  off  on  great  feftivals,  or  for  the  curiolity 
of  Grangers.  This  piflure  is  more  antient  than  the  other 
paintings  : according  to  the  tradition  of  the  church,  it  was 
brought  from  Greece  to  Kiof  when  that  city  was  tlie  refi- 
dence  of  the  Ruffian  fovereigns ; from  thence  it  was  con- 
veyed to  Volodimir,  and  afterwards  transferred  toMofcow. 
It  feems  a Grecian  painting,  and  was  probably  anterior  to 
the  revival  of  that  art  in  Italy 

In  this  cathedral  are  depofited  the  remains  of  the  Ruffian 
patriarchs. 


* I faw  feveral  paintings  of  the  Virgin 
in  the  north  of  Italy  fimilar  to  this  : a few 
were  faid  to  be  theprodudlions  of  St.  Luke, 
others  of  Cimabue,  or  his  fcholars.  The 
complexion  in  thefe  was  likewife  of  a dnlky 
hue,  and  .plainly  from  the  fancy  of  the 
painters.  This  leads  -me  to  imagine  that 
the  Grecian  painters  originally  reprefented 
the  Virgin  of  a dark  complexion,  which 
was  copied  by  the  earliefl:  Italian  artifts,  Ci- 
mabue and  his  immediate  fcholars,  who  re- 
ceived the  art  from  the  Greeks.  Le  Bruyn, 
fpeaking  of  this  pidlureof  St.  Luke  at  Mof- 
cow,  fays,  “ It  is  very  gloomy  and  almoft 
“ black  ; but  whether  this  proceeds  from 
“ the  eflecls  of  time,  or  the  fmoke  of  ta- 
“ pers,  or  the  fancy  of  the  painter;  certain 
“ it  is,  there  is  no  great  matter  in  it.”  &c. 
Travels,  v.  I.  p.  70.  An  ingenious  author, 
in  a late  publication,  mentions  in  the  mo- 
naftery  of  Monte-Virgine,  a ColofTal  por- 
trait of  the  Virgin  Mary,  which  pafles 
for  the  work  of  St.  Luke  the  Evangelift, 
and  adds,  “ There  are  in  Italy  and  elfe- 
“ where  fome  dozens  of  black,  ugly  Ma- 
“ donnas,  which  all  pafs  for  the  work  of 
“ his  hands,  and  as  fuch  are  revered.”  To 
which  paflage  he  fubjoins  the  following 
note,  but  without  citing  his  authority : 


“ The  origin  of  this  fable,  or  rather  mif- 
“ take,  appears  to  be,  that  about  the  time 
“ that  paintings  of  holy  fubjedls  came  into 
“ fafliion,  there  lived  at  Conltantinople  a 
“ painter  called  Luke,  who,  by  many  re- 
“ prefentations  of  the  Virgin,  acquired  a 
very  tranfeendent  reputation.  He  was  a 
“ man  of  exemplary  life,  and  on  account  of 
“ his  piety,  and  the  edifying  ufe  he  made 
“ of  his  talents,  was  generally  known  by 
“ the  name  of  the  Holy  Luke.  In  procefs 
“ of  time,  when  the  epocha  and  circum- 
“ fiances  of  his  life  were  forgotten  by  the 
“ vulgar,  and  his  performances  had  ac- 
“ quired  by  age  a fmoky,  dufky  call,  fufE- 
“ cient  to  perplex  the  fliort-lighted  con- 
“ noiffeurs  of  thofe  days,  devotees  aferibed 
“ his  pidlures  to  the  Evangelift,  who  was 
“ pronounced  a painter,  becaufe  they  knew 
“ of  no  other  faint  of  the  name,  and  be- 
“ caufe  if  he  had  been  a painter,  no  one 
“ could  have  had  fuch  opportunities  of 
“ examining  and  delineating  the  features 
“ of  the  holy  model.”  Swinburne’s  Tra- 
vels in  the  Two  Sicilies,  p.  123.  For  proof 
of  the  introdudlion  of  painting  into  Ruftia 
and  Italy  by  the  Greeks,  fee  the  Deferip- 
tion  of  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Sophia  at  No- 
vogorod. 
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The  firft  of  thefe  was  Job,  before  whofe  time  the  primate  chap. 
of  the  Ruffian  church  was  fuffragan  to  the  patriarch  nf.  / , 
Conftantinople.  Job,  being  metropolitan  archbifliop  of 
Mofcow,  was,  in  the  year  1588,  inftalled  in  this  cathedral 
patriarch  of  Ruffia,  by  Jeremias  patriarch  of  Conftantinople, 
with  all  due  folemnities.  The  ceremony  of  tranflating  the 
fee  from  the  capital  of  Turkey  to  this  city  is  thus  defcribed 
by  an  author,  who  was  himfelf  prefent 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1588,  the  Greek  patriarch, 
accompanied  with  the  Rufle  cleargie,  went  to  the  great 
“ church  of  Prechefte,  or  our  Ladie,  within  the  Emperour’s 
caftle,  where  he  made  an  oration,  and  delivered  his  refig- 
‘‘  nation  in  an  inftrument  of  writing,  and  fo  laid  down  his 
‘‘  patriarchal  ftaffe;  which  was  prefently  received  by  the 
metropolite  of  Molko,  and  divers  other  ceremonies  ufed 
“ about  the  inauguration  of  the  new  patriarch.” 

The  moft  venerable  of  Job’s  fucceflbrs  in  the  patriarchal 
fee  was  Philaretes,  who,  though  no  fovereign  himfelf,  is 
celebrated  as  being  father  to  that  line  of  Ruffian  monarchs, 
diftinguiffied  by  the  name  of  the  Houfe  of  Romanof  t.  His 
fecular  name  was  Feodor : he  drew  his  lineage  from  An- 
drew, a Pruffian  prince.  Who  came  into  Ruffia  about  the 


* Fletcher’s  Ruffia,  Chap.  21.  This 
author  adds,  that  Jeremias,  whom  he  calls 
Hieronimo,  had  been  either  banilhed  from 
Conflantinople  by  the  Turks,  or  depofed 
by  the  Greek  clergy,  that  he  came  to  Mof- 
cow without  any  invitation  from  the  Ruf- 
fians, in  order  to  obtain  money  from  the 
tzar  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  and  that  with  this 
view  he  propofed  the  tranllation  of  the  pa- 
triarchal fee  from  Conftantinople  to  Mof- 
cow. 

Others  deny  that  he  was  either  depofed 
or  banilhed  ; and  relate,  that  the  tzar  hav- 
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ing  formally  demanded  the  confcnt  of  the 
four  patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  Antioch, 
Conftantinople,  and  Jerufalem,  to  the  ella- 
bliflnuent  of  a new  patriarch  in  Ruffia,  they 
acceded  to  the  requeft,  and  folcmnly  de- 
puted Jeremias  to  Mofcow,  who  invefted 
the  metropolitan  Job  with  the  new  dignity. 
King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  496. 

f In  confequence  of  a cuftoni  prevalent 
among  theRuffians  to  adopt  the  appellation 
of  the  grandfather  for  a family  name,  the 
new  royal  line  was  called  Romanof,  in  ho- 
nour ot  Roman,  Feodor’s  grandfather. 
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^?i?^  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  whofe  immediate  de- 
— , — -fcendants  enjoyed  the  moft  confiderable  honours  and  the 
highelf  Oihces  under  the  fovereigns  of  this  country.  Feo- 
dor was  fon  of  Nikita  R.omanovitch,  great  grandfon  of  Andrew, 
and  nephew  of  Anaftaha  firiT  wife  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  IL 
By  the  will  of  that  monarch  he  was,  in  conjundtion  with  two 
other  noblemen,  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  adminiJfration 
of  government  under  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  who  w^as  extremely 
deficient  in  his  underftanding ; but  fupplanted  by  the  arts 
of  Boris  Godunof,  whofe  lifter  had  efpoufed  the  young  tzar^ 
he  was  excluded  from  all  fhare  in  the  direction  of  affairs 
during  the  whole  reign  of  that  w^eak  prince..  When  Boris 
himfelf  w^as  elevated  to  the  throne,  the  high  birth,  great 
abilities,  and  popularity  of  Feodor  Roraanof  rendered  him  fo 
obnoxious  to  the  new  monarch,  that  he  'was  compelled  to 
affume  the  priefthood,  and  was  confined  in  a monaftery  ; 
when,  according  to  the  Ruffian  cuftom,  he  changed  his  name 
to  Philaretes-. 

i/joj.  Upon  the  acceffiion  of  the  fovereign,  whom  the  Ruffians 
call  the  Falfe  Demetrius,  he  was  releafed  from  his  confinement,., 
and  appointed  to  the  archbiflioprick  of  Roftof ; but  in  this 
period  of  his  life  he  feemed  doomed  to  a fucceflion  of  im- 
prifonments.  Soon  after  the  depofition  of  Vaffili  Shuifki,., 
w'hen  a ftrong  party  among  the  nobles  had  agreed  to  elect 
l.adiftaus,  fon  of  Sigifmond  III.  king  of  Poland,  tzar  of  Ruf- 
fta,  Philaretes  was,  in.  1610,  difpatched  at  the  head  of  an 
embafty  to  Sigifmond,  in  order  to  fettle  the  conditions  of  his 
fon’s  eledlion.  He  found  the  PoliQi  monarch  engaged  in  the 
fiege  of  Smolenfko  ; and  when  the  king  demanded. the  im- 
mediate ceffion  of  that  town,  Philaretes  warmly  returned, 
When  your  fon  has  afcended  our  throne,,  he  will  polfefs 
^ not  only  Smolenfl^to,  but  all  Ruffia  ; and  it  ill  becomes  yon 
c ^ to. 
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^ to  difmeinber  his  territories.”  Sigifmond,  exafperated  at 
this  fpirited  reply,  and  ftill  farther  inflamed  by  the  remon-  ' — v — 
flrances  which  Philaretes  and  the  embafladors  urged  againft 
his  condufl  towards  Ruflia,  arrefled  and  threw  them  into 
prifon.  Philaretes  languifhed  nine  years  in  the  caftle  of 
Marienburgh in  Pruflia,  under  a mort  rigorous  confine- 
ment, daring  which  even  many  of  the  common  neceflaries 
were  frequently  with-held  from  him.  His  abfence,  however, 
did  not  diminifli  the  refpe<5l  and  veneration  which  the  Ruf- 
fians entertained  for  his  charadter  : the  w’^hole  nation  una- 
nimoufly  conferred  the  crown  upon  his  fon  Michael,  a youth 
,only  in- the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age,  in  hopes  , that  a 
peace  with  Poland  would  reftore  Philaretes  to  his  country, 
and  render  him  the  dire^ifor  of  that  powder  with  which  they 
had  invefted  his  fon.  This  expectation  was  gratified  at  the 
peace  of  Viafraa,  concluded  in  1 7 1 9,  between  Ruflia  and  Po- 
land, which  gave  Philaretes  to  the  withes  of  the.  people. 
Immediately  upon  his  arrival  at  Mofcow  he  was.  confecrated 
patriarch,  and  became  the  real,  though  not  the  oftenfible, 
fovereign  of  this  country,  as  the  fon  may  be  faid  to 
have  held  the  reins  of  government  under  his  ablblute  di- 
rection. He  was  invefted  with  the  adminiftration  of  affairs ; 
his  name  was  frequently  atfociated  in  the  public  acts  with 
that  o:f  the  tzar  t ; he  gave  audience  to  embalfadors  X ; and 
upon  many  public  occafions  was  permitted  to  take  prece- 
dence of  his  fon'§.  His  experience,  moderation,  and  abi- 
lities, rendered  him  worthy  of  thefe  high  honours,  and  this 
unbounded  authority  ; and  the  profperity  of  Michael’s  reign 
proclaimed  the  wifdom  of  his  fag^  monitor.  Philaretes  died 

* Bufching.  Hift.  Mag.  v.pi.  p.  40-5.  f Schmid.  Rufl'.  Ge(.  v.  11.  p.  13.' 

X Buiching.  Hift.  Mag.  v/VlI.  p.  329,  . ^ Oleaxius. 
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in  1633  in  an  advanced  age,  regretted  by  his  fon  and  the 
' — whole  kingdom. 

The  laft  of  thefe  patriarchs  was  Adrian,  at  whofe  demife, 
in  1699,  Peter,  attentive  to  the  true  interefts  of  his  crown, 
could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  nominate  a fucceffor  ; and 
in  1721  the  patriarchal  dignity  was  formally  aboliflied. 

In  a former  chapter  1 obferved,  that  there  are  no  feats  in 
the  Ruffian  churches,  the  ceremonial  of  the  Greek  worfhip 
requiring  all  perfons  to  hand  during  the  performance  of  di- 
vine fervice.  In  this  cathedral,  facred  to  the  Affiimption  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  I obferved  two  elevated  places  near  the 
ikreen,  enclofed  with  rails  without  feats : one  of  them  is 
appropriated  to  the  fovereign,  the  other  was  formerly  de- 
ftined  for  the  patriarch,  whofe  Rate  and  grandeur  were  in 
fome  inflances  not  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  tzar  himfelf. 
Upon  fome  public  occafion  the  archbiffiop  of  Novogorod, 
who  afpired  to  have  the  patriarchal  dignity  revived  in  his 
perfon,  pointing  to  the  place  formerly  occupied  by  the 
patriarch,  remarked  to  Peter,  “ Sire,  that  Rrudlure  is  now 
ufelefs ; will  not  your  majeRy  order  it  to  be  removed  ?’* 
Peter  was  ffient ; but  upon  the  archbiRiop’s  repeating  the 
queRion,  turned  to  him  and  faid,  “ That  place  fhall  not  be 
removed,  nor  Riall  you  fill  it.” 

The  Ruffians  reckon  eleven  patriarchs  from  the  firR 
eRabliffiment  of  the  dignity  in  the  perfon  of  Job,  to  its  final 
abolition  after  the  death  of  Adrian.  Of  thefe  the  greateR 
and  moR  confpicuous  was  the  celebrated  Nicon,whom,  as  he 
is  the  only  patriarch  not  interred  in  this  cathedral,  I could 
not  mention  upon  contemplating  their  tombs.  It  is  hoped 
that  no  apology  needs  be  offered  for  the  following  account 
of  a man,  whom  fome  Ruffians  Rill  abhor  as  AntichriR,  and 
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others  adore  as  a faint ; and  whofe  extraordinary  chara(5i;er 
has  never  been  faithfully  reprefented  to  the  Englifh  reader.  ' — , — - 

Nicon  vras  born  in  1613,  in  a village  of  the  government 
of  Nhhnei  Novogorod,  of  fuch  obfcure  parents,  that  their 
names  and  ftation  are  not  traiifmitted  to  pofterity.  He  re- 
ceived, at  the  b'aptifmal  font,  the  name  of  Nikita,  which  af- 
terwards, when  he  became  monk,  he  changed  to  Nicon,  the. 
appellation  by  which  he  is  more  generally  known.  He  was 
educated  in  the  convent  of  St.  Macarius,  under  the  care  of  a 
monk.  From  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies,  which  were  almoft 
folely  diredled  to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  exhortations 
of  his  preceptor,  he  imbibed,  at  a very  early  period,  the 
ftrongeft  attachment  to  a monaftick  life  ; and  was  only  pre- 
vented from  following  the  bent  of  his  mind  by  the  perfua- 
lions  and  authority  of  his  father.  In  conformity,  however, 
to  the  wilhes  of  his  family,  though  contrary  to  his  own  in- 
clination, he  entered  into  matrimony  ; and,  as  that  ftate  pre- 
cluded him  from  being  admitted  into  a convent,  he  was  or- 
dained a fecular  prieft. 

With  his  wife  he  pafled  ten  years  ; firft  as  a pariih-prieft 
in  fome  country  village,  and  afterwards  at  Mofcow  in  the 
fame  capacity  ; but  lofing  three  children,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved,  his  difguil:  for  the  world  and  his  propenlity  to  folitude 
returned  with  redoubled  violence ; and,  having  perfuaded  his 
wife  to  take  the  veil,  he  entered  into  the  monaftick  order. 

He  chofe  for  his  own  retreat  a fmall  ifland  of  the  White- 
Sea,  inhabited  only  by  a few  perfons,  who  formed  a kind  of 
ecclefiaftical  eftabliftiment,  as  remarkable  for  the  folitude  of 
their  fituation  as  for  the  aufterity  of  their  rules : about 
twelve  monks  dwelled  in  feparate  cells  fcattered  at  equal 
diftances  from  each  other and  from  the  church  which  flood 

* Two  verfts,  or  a mile  and  an  half. 
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OQK  center  of  the  ifland.  Thefe  lonely  cenobites  afTem* 

— ' bled  regularly  on  Saturday  evening  in  the  church,  where 
•they  aiTifted  in  the  performance  of  divine  fervice  during  the 
whole  night,  and  the  next  day  iintil  noon,  when  they  retired 
to  their  refpefUve  habitations.  This  pradice  was  repeated 
on  certain  feilivals  ; while  at  other  times  each  reclufe  occu- 
pied his  cell  undihurbed  by  any  mutual  intercourfe.  Their 
food  was  bread,  and  fifh  which  they  caught  themfelves,  or 
procured  from  parts  of  the  contiguous  continent. 

Such  was  the  lituation  which  Nicon  adopted  as  congenial 
•to  the  gloomy  ftate  of  his  own  mind;  where,  brooding  in  fo- 
litude  upon  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  he  was  unhappily 
led  to  confider  the  mofl  debafing  aulterides  as  acceptable  to 
the  Supreme 'Being  ; and  neceirarily  contracted  that  cloiftered 
pride,  which  gave  an  alloy  to  his  fublime  virtues,  and  which 
proved  the  greateft  defeCt  in  his  character,  when  afterwards 
called  upon  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a publick  and  exalted  Ration. 

After  a Ihort  relidence  in  this  iiland,  Nicon  was  chofen 
to  accompany  the  chief  of  the  ecclefiaftical  eftabliihment  to 
Mofeow,  in  order  to  raife  a collection  for  the  building  of  a 
new  church.  He  was  fcarcely  returned  from  this  expedi- 
tion, when,  at  the  inRigation  of  the  chief,  whom  he  had 
offended  during  his  journey,  he  was  compelled  by  the  other 
monks  to  retire  from  the  ifland : he  embarked  in  an  open 
boat,  wdth  only. a fingle  perfon  to  affilt  him,  in  an  high  fea; 
being  overtaken  by  a violent  itorm,  he  was  toffed  about  and 
in  continual  danger  of  perifhing,  but  was  at  length  driven 
upon  an  iiland  near  the  mouth  of  the  Onega. 

I'rom  this  iiland  he  repaired  to  a monaflery  upon  the 
contiguous  continent;  and  being  admitted  into  the  fociety, 
initcad  of  inhabiting  an  apartment  in  the  convent,  he,  in 
imitation  of  his  former  folitude,  conftrueffed  a feparatc  cell 

on 


MOSCOW. 


3>9 


on  an  adjacent  ifland,  where  he  lived  upon  the  fifli  that 
he  caught  with  his  own  hands,  and  never  vihted  the  mo- 
naftery  but  during  the  time  of  divine  fervice.  By  this  re- 
dufe  and  rigid  way  of  life  he  was  held  in  fuch  high  eftc'era. 
by  the  brethren,  that  upon  the  death  of  their  fuperior  they 
unanimoufly  raifed  him  to  the  vacant  dignity.  He  continued 
in  this  capacity  for  three  years,  when,,  being  drawn  by  fome 
family  affairs  to  Mofcow,  he  was  cafually  prefented  to  the 
tzar  Alexey  Michaelovitch  that  monarch  was  fo  captivated 
with  his  various  talents,  extenfive  learning,  and  natural  clor* 
quence^that  he  detained  him  at  Mofcow,  and  took  him  un^ 
der  his  immediate  protedhon.  Within  lefs  than  the  fpace 
of  five  years  he  was  fuccefiively  created  archimandits  or 
abbot  of  the  Novofpatfkoi  convent,  archbifliop  of  Novegorod,, 
and  patriarch  of  Ruflia.  He  deferved  thefe  rapid  promo- 
tions by  a rare  affemblage  of  ex-traordin ary  qualities,  wliich 
even  his  enemies  allow  him  to  have  poffefied,  undaunted 
Gourage,  irreproachable  morals,  exalted  charity,  comprehen- 
five  learning,  and  commanding  eloquence. 

While  archbifhop  of  Novogorod,  to  which  dignity  he  was 
raifed  in  1649,  he  gave  a memorable  infiance  of  his  firm- 
nefs  and  difcretion.  During  a tumult  in  that  city,  the  Im- 
perial governor,  prince  Feodor  Kilkof,  took  refuge  in  the 
archiepifcopal,  palace  againfi  the  fury  of  the  infurgents  ; 
who,  burfiing  open  the.  gates,  threatened  infiant  ])illage  if 
the  governor  w^as  not  delivered  to  them  without  dclav. 
Nicon,  infiead  of  acceding  to  their  demand,, boldly  advanced 
into  the  midft  of  them,  and  ex.horted  them  to  peace.  The 
populace,  inflamed  to  madnefs  by  the  prelate’s  appearance, 
transferred  their  rage  from  the  governor  to  him  ; afiaulted. 
him  with  fiones,  dragged  him  by  the  hair,  and  offered  every 
fpecies  of  violence. and  indignity  to  his  perfon.  Being  con- 
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BOOK  veyed  to  the  palace  in  a Rate  of  infeiilibility,  he  was  recovered 
by  immediate  affiftance ; but,  regardlefs  of  the  imminent 
danger  from  which  he  had  juft  efcaped,  he  perfifted  in  his 
refolution,  either  to  appeafe  the  tumult,  or  perifti  in  the  at- 
tempt. With  this  defign,  as  if  devoting  himfelf  to  certain 
death,  he  confefled  and  received  the  facrament,  and  repaired 
to  the  town-houfe,  where  the  infurgents  were  aflembled. 
He  confounded  them  by  his  prefence  ; foftened  them  into 
repentance  by  a firm,  but  pathetic,  addrefs  ; and,  perfuading 
them  to  difperfe,  tranquillity  was  inftantly  reftored  to  the 
town,  which  the  moment  before  had  exhibited  a fcene  of 
confufion  and  uproar. 

This  calm,  however,  was  of  no  long  duration  : the  fedi- 
tion,  which  had  been  thus  allayed  by  the  fpirit  and  eloquence 
of  Nicon,  being  fomented  by  the  ringleaders  of  the  tumult, 
broke  into  open  rebellion  ; many  of  the  inhabitants  re- 
nounced their  allegiance  to  the  tzar,  and  propofed  to  deliver 
the  town  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Poland.  The  prelate, 
however,  not  daunted  by  this  change  in  their  fentiments, 
did  not  difcontinue  his  efforts  to  bring  them  back  to  their 
duty  : his  remonftrances  and  exhortations  were  gradually 
attended  with  fuccefs  ; many  flocked  to  his  palace,  defiring 
his  interceffion  with  their  enraged  fovereign  ; and  though 
the  remainder  of  the  infurgents  blocked  up  all  the  avenues 
to  the  town,  yet  he  contrived,  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  to  fend 
information  to  the  tzar.  Being  armed,  by  a commiffion  from 
Mofcow,  with  full  authority,  he,  with  a proper  degree  of 
vigour,  yet  without  the  eftulion  of  blood,  finally  quelled  the 
rebellion.  To  him  was  remitted  the  trial  of  the  rebels,  and 
the  abfolute  difpofal  of  life  and  death  ; an  office  which  he 
executed  with  as  much  judgement  as  lenity.  Only  the  leader 
of  the  fedition  was  punifiied  with  death  ; ten  of  his  moft 
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mutino-as  adherents  were  knooted  and  banilhed  ; and  a few 
others  were  condemned  to  a thort  imprifonment.  Nicon* — , — 
nobly  overlooked  and  forgave  the  outrage  committed  againft 
his  own  perfon ; and  in  chaftizing  the  public  offence  tem- 
pered the  feverity  of  juftice  with  the  feelings  of  humanity. 

He  obtained  the  refpe6l  of  the  inhabitants  by  the  unwea- 
ried affiduity  with  which  he  performed  the  functions  of  his 
archiepifcopal  office ; and  conciliated  their  affedtion  by  a6ts 
of  unbounded  charity.  During  a dreadful  famine  he  ap- 
propriated the  revenues  of  his  fee  to  the  relief  of  the  poor ; 
he  conftrudted  alms-houfes  for  widows,  old  men,  and  or- 
phans : he  was  the  great  patron  of  the  indigent ; and  the 
zealous  protedlor  of  the  lower  clafs  of  men  againif  the  op- 
preffions  of  the  great. 

He  was  no  lefs  confpicuous  in  the  vigilant  difcharge  of  the 
high  duties  of  his  patriarchal  office,  to  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed in  1652,  only  in  the  39th  year  of  his  age.  He  in- 
llituted  feminaries  for  the  inftrudion  of  prieft s in  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages ; he  enriched  the  patriarchal  library 
with  many  rare  eccleliaftical  and  claffical  manufcripts  drawn 
from  a convent  at  Mount  Athros : by  a diligent  revifal  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  a collation  of  the  various  editions 
of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  perceiving  that  many 
errors  had  crept  into  the  printed  copies  of  the  Bible  and 
Liturgy  ufed  for  divine  fervice ; he  prevailed  upon  the  tzar 
to  fummon  a general  council  of  the  Greek  church  at  Mof- 
cow,  in  which  he  prefided.  By  his  arguments,  authority, 
and  influence,  it  was  determined  that  the  mofl  antient  Scla- 
vonian  verflon  of  the  Bible  was  exadl,  and  that  the  errors 
with  which  the  later  copies  abounded  ihould  be  corredcd. 

He  infpe61:ed  and  fuperintended  the  printing  of  a new'  edi- 
tion of  the  Sclavonian  Bible,  which  was  become  fo  rare  as 
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not  to  be  piirchafed  at  any  price.  He  renaoved  from  the 
' — ^ — ’ churches  the  pi(5lares  of  deceafed  perfons,  to  which 
many  of  the  Ruffians  offered  the  moff  blind  adoration ; he 
aboliffied  a few  ceremonies  which  had  been  carried  to  a moff 
fuperftitious  excefs : in  a word,  his  labours  tended  more  ta> 
the  reformation  of  the  church,  than  the  united  efforts  of  alb 
his  predeceffors  in  the  patriarchal  fee. 

Nor  did  he  folely  dilfinguifh  hirnfelf  in  his  profeffional 
duties  but  fhewed  hirnfelf  no  lefs  qualified  in  a civil  capa*=.. 
city.  Notwithftanding  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies  hitherto ^ 
folely  confined  to  ecclefiaflical  fubjec51:s,  and  the  reclufenefs. 
of  his  former  life  which  feemed  to  have  impeded  the  at- 
tainment of  political  knowledge,  yet  he  was  no  fooner  called 
to  a public  Ration,  rhan  his  abilities  xpanded  in  proportion 
as  the  objects  which  they  embraced  became  more  numerous 
and  important:  his  fagacity,  ffiarpened  by  continual  appli- 
cation, foon  rendered  him  mafter  of  the  moff  intricate  affairs, 
of  government;  taught  him. to  comprehend  and  difcrimi- 
nate  a variety  of  the  moff  oppofite  intereffs;  and  to  adopt" 
that  deciffveline  of  conduct' which  marks  the  great  and  en- 
lightened ftatefman.  Being  confulted  by  the  tzar  upon  all 
occafions,  he  foon  became  the  foul,  of  his  councils  ; and; 
gained  the  afcendancy  in  the  cabinet,  by  the  fplendour  of 
his  reafoning,  and  by  a vaft  fuperiority  of  genius,,  ever  fertile 
in  expedients,  and  prone  to  recommend  the  moff’  vigorous^ 
and  Ipirited  meafures, 

* The  influence  which  Nicon,  from  the  “ fennt  ?i  cote  ihi  czar,  ir.ais  il  prctcrulait, 
Aipericrity  of  liis  genius,  obtained  in  the  “ (pi’oji  iie  pouvait  faire  ni  la  giicrre  ni  lu  , 
tzar’s  councils,  perhaps  inciucecl  Voltaire,  “ paix  fans  Ion  confetnement.”  &:c.  .Hill., 
iu  hi.s  erroneous  account  of  this  patriarch,"  dc  I’ierre  le  Grand,  p.  74.  From  Voltaire 
to  declare,  that  he  “ voulut  clever  fa  the  compiler  of  the  article  of  Rullia,  in^ 
“ (hairc  au-deflusdu  tidnc  ; non  fenlemcnt  the  Univcifal  Hillory,  has  adopted  this  idle 
“ il  ufurpaii  Ic  droit  dc  s’alTcpir  dan^  Ic  all’crtion,  V.  XX-XVIII.  p.  140. 
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When  he  feemed  thus  to  have  attained  the  higheft  fiun- 
mit  of  human  grandeur  to  which  a fubjecl  can  arrive,  he ' — 
•fell  a victim  to  popular  difcontents,  and  to  the  cabals  of  a 
court.  His  fall,  no  lefs  hidden  than  his  rife,  muft  be  traced 
from  the  following  caufes.  The  removal  of  the  painted 
images  from  the  churches  difgufted  a large  party  among  the 
Ruffians  fuperftitioufly  addi6ted  to  the  adoration  of  their 
anceftors  ; the  correction  of  the  errors  in  the  Liturgy  and 
Bible,  the  abolition  of  fome  ceremonies,  and  the  admiffion 
of  a few  others  (introduced,  perhaps,  with  too  much  hahe, 
and  without  paying  a due  deference  to  the  prejudices  of  his 
countrymen),  occaiioned  a fchifm  in  the  church ; many 
perfons  averfe  to  all  innovations,  and  adhering  to  the  old 
tenets  and  ceremonies,  formed  a very  conlxderable  feCl  under 
the  appellation  of  Old  Believers^  and,  riling  in  feveral  parts-, 
created  much  difturbance  to  the  Rate,  circumftances  natu-^ 
rally  imputed  to  Nicon  by  his  enemies  : he  attracted  the 
hatred  of  an  ignorant  and  indolent  clergy  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Greek  and  Latin  feminaries ; he  raifed  the  envy 
and  jealoufy  of  the  prime-minifter  and  courtiers  by  his  pre=»* 
dominance  in  the  cabinet,  and  by  the  haughtinefs  of  his 
deportment ; and  by  the  fame  means  he  offended  the  tza- 
rina  and  her  father,  who  were  implacable  in  their  refent- 
ment. 

All  thefe  various  parties  uniting  in  one  great  combination 
againft  him,  Nicon  haflened  his  fall  by  a fupercilious  de- 
meanour, which  occalionally  bordered  uj)on  arrogance,  by 
truffing  folely  for  his  fupport  to  the  reClitude  of  his  conduCl 
and  the  favour  of  his  fovereign  ; and  by  difdaining  to  guard 
againft,  what  he  confidered,  as  the  petty  intrigues  of  a court* 
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looK  The  only  circumflance  which  feemed  wanting  to  com- 
plete  his  difgrace  was  the  lofs  of  Alexey’s  protedion ; and 
this  was  at  length  effected  by  the  gradual,  but  fecret,  infi- 
nuations  of  the  tzarina  and  her  party,  who  finally  availed 
themfelves  of  an  unfuccefsful  war  with  Poland,  of  which 
the  patriarch  is  faid  to  have  been  the  principal  advifer,  to 
excite  the  tzar’s  difpleafure  againft  him.  Nicon,  finding 
himfelf  excluded  from  the  prefence  of  a fovereign  accuf- 
tomed  to  confult  him  upon  every  emergency,  and  difdaining 
to  hold  the  higheft  office  in  the  kingdom,  W'hen  he  had  loft 
the  confidence  of  his  mailer,  aftoniflied  the  publick  by  a vo- 
luntary abdication  of  his  patriarchal  dignity.  This  meafure, 
cenfured  by  many  as  hafty  and  imprudent,  and  as  highly 
expreffive  of  that  pride  which  flrongly  marked  his  character, 
muff  yet  be  efteemed  manly  and  refolute  ; which  even  thofe 
who  condemn  cannot  but  admire.  It  may  alfo  admit  of  great 
palliation,  if  we  confider,  what  is  moft  probable,  that  the 
popular  odium  was  rifing  againft  him,  that  a powerful 
party  had  abfolutely,  though  fecretly,  effectuated  his  dif- 
grace ; and  that,  as  he  forefaw  his  fall,  he  preferred  a vo- 
luntary abdication  of  his  dignity  to  a forcible  depofition, 
chufing  to  refign  with  fpirit  what  he  thought  he  could  not 
retain  without  meannefs''%  . 

This  abdication  took  place  on  the  21ft  t of  July,  1658, 
only  fix  years  after  he  had  been  created  patriarch ; when 
he  quitted  that  exalted  ftation  with  the  fame  greatnefs  of 

^ This  is  the  opinion  of  Maycrberg^  “ nerit  in  favore  Alexii,  ciijus  anlmum  fen- 
who  came  to  Mofcow  fix  years  after  his  ab-  “ fim  abalicnaverant  ja>£tis  in  longum  odiis 
dication  : “ After  enumerating  the  caufes  “ uxor  et  focer  illi  ob  privatas  caufas  in* 
“ of  his  fall,  he  adds,  Propter  quae  omnia  “ fenfi,”  p.  87. 

“ omnibus  exofiis,  et  ad  cy^xWwm  communibus  f Tlic  loth.  O.  S, 

“ vetis  expetitus  patrocinium  nullum  inye- 
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of  foul  with  which  he  had  afcended  it.  He  was  permitted 

to  retain  the  title  of  patriarch,  while  the  fun6tions  of  his  

office  were  performed  by  the  archbiffiop  of  Novogorod. 

He  chofe  for  the  place  of  his  relidence  the  convent  of  Jeru- 
falem,  built  and  endowed  by  himfelf,  which  is  htuated  about 
the  diftance  of  thirty  miles  from  the  city  of  Mofcow.  Upon 
his  arrival  at  the  convent  he  immediately  re-affiimed  his 
former  reclufe  way  of  life,  and  pradtifed  the  moft  rigid 
mortifications.  His  hermitage,  which  he  inhabited,  lay  about 
a mile  from  the  monaftery,  and  is  thus  defcribed  by  an 
author  % who  vifited  the  fpot  in  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury : “ A winding  Itairrcafe,  fo  narrow  that  one  man  could 
hardly  pafs,  leads  to  the  little  chapel  of  about  a fathom  in 
“ the  fquare,  in  which  the  patriarch  ufed  to  perform  his 
“ folitary  worffiip.  The  room  in  which  he  lived  was  not 
“ much  larger ; in  it  hung  a broad  iron-plate,  with  a crofs 
‘‘  of  brafs  fixed  to  a heavy  chain,  weighing  above  twenty 
‘‘  pounds,  all  which  the  faid  patriarch  wore  about  his  neck 
“ for  twenty  years  together.  His  bed  was  a fquare  fione 
two  ells  in  length,  and  fcarcely  one  in  breadth,  over  which 
“ was  fpread  nothing  but.  a cover  of  ruflies.  Below 
“ in  the  houfe  was  a fmall  chimney,  in  which  the  patriarch 
“ ufed  to  drefs  his  own  victuals.” 

While  we  admire  the  firmnefs  with  which  he  fnpported 
this  reverfe  of  fortune,  we  cannot  without  regret  obferve 
a perfon  of  his  enlightened  underftanding  fubmitting  to 
thefe  mortifying  penances,  wdrich  the  mofi;  ignorant  and 
fuperfiitious  cenobite  was  no  lefs  capable  of  performing  ; he 
did  not,  however,  wafie  his  whole  time  in  the  performance 
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of  friv lions  aufterities ; but  employed  great  part  of  his  re- 
— „,^tirement  in  compiling  a regular  feries  of  Ruffian  annalifts 
from  Neftor,  the  earlieif  hiftorian  of  this  country,  to  the 
reign  of  Alexey  Michaeloviich.  tie  purfued  this  plan  with 
the  fame  zeal  which  had  diRinguiffied  all  his  other  purfuits. 
He  compared  and  collated  the  numerous  manufcripts,  and, 
after  the  moft  diligent  exaraination,  he  digefted  the  whole 
colledlion  in  chronological  order  into  a work,  which  is  called 
fometimes,  from  its  author,  the  Chronicle  of  Nicon ; and 
fometimes,  from  the  place  where  it  was  begun  and  depofited, 
the  Chronicle  of  the  Convent  of  Jerufalem.  This  compi- 
lation, the  lal^our  of  twenty  years,  is  juflly  efteemed,  by  the 
beR  Ruffiian  hilforians,  as  a work  of  the  greateft  ufe  and 
authority ; and  w^as  confidered  by  its  venerable  author  of 
fuch  importance  to  the  hillory  of  his  country,  that,  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  enthuliafm,  he  begins  the  performance  by 
anathematizing  all  thofe  who  ffiould  attempt  to  alter  the 
minuteft  expreffiion. 

The  innocent  manner,  however,  in  which  he  feems  to 
have  paffed  his  time  could  not  protedl  him  from  the  further 
perfecutions  of  his  enemies,  who  were  apprehenfive,  that 
while  he  retained  the  name  of  patriarch  he  might  be  rein- 
flated  in  his  former  dignity.  Repeated  complaints  were 
lodged  againft  him  ; every  difturbance,  occahoned  by  the 
old  believers,  was  made  a matter  of  ferious  accufation  ; not 
only  his  former  condudf  was  difcuffed  and  arraigned,  but 
new  crimes  were  invented  to  render  him  Rill  more  obnoxious. 
He  was  accufed  of  writing  to  the  patriarch  of  ConRanti- 
nople  in  a difrefpcdfful  manner  againR  the  tzar,  of  holding 
a treafonable  cc  rcl'pondence  with  the  king  of  Poland,  and 
of  receiving  bribes  from  the  fame  monarch. 
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The  tzar,  continually  befet  by  the  patriarch’s  enemies,  was 

prevailed  upon  to  proceed  to  the  moft  violent  extremities ‘—v 

againft  him.  With  this  view  he  convened,  in  1666,  a 
general  council  of  the  Greek  and  Ruffian  clergy  at  Mofcow, 
who,  after  a ffiort  deliberation,  formally  depofed  Nicon  from 
the  patriarchal  fee,  and  baniffied  him  to  a diftant  convent. 

The  principal  caufe  affigned  for  this  depofition  was,  that 
Nicon,  having  by  his  voluntary  abdication  meanly  deferted 
his  flock,  was  unworthy  to  fill  the  patriarchal  feat ; a fuffi- 
cient  proof  that  the  other  crimes  were  malicioufly  imputed 
to  him,  circulated  merely  to  prejudice  the  tzar,  and  to  in- 
fluence the  judges  againft  him : for  if  he  had  been 
found  guilty  of  a treafonable  correfpondence,  that  alone 
would  have  been  a much  better  plea  for  his  depofition  and 
imprifonment,  than  a trifling  cliarge  drawn  from  his  volun- 
tary abdication. 

In  conformity  to  his  fentence,  Nicon  was  degraded  to  the 
condition  of  a common  monk,  and  imprifoned  in  the  con- 
vent of  Therapont,  in  the  government  of  Bielog^ero.  His 
confinement  was  for  fo’me  time  extremelv  ri2:orous,  becaufe, 
confcious  of  his  own  integrity,  he  perfifted  in  a denial  of 
guilt,  and  refufed  to  accept  a pardon  for  crimes  which  he 
had  never  committed.  Upon  the  death  of  Alexey  in  1 676, 
Feodor,  probably  at  the  inftigation  of  his  prime-minifter 
prince  Galitzin,  the  patron  and  friend  of  genius,  permitted 
Nicon  to  remove  to  the  convent  of  St.  Cyril  in  the  fame 
government,  where  he  enjoyed  the  moft  perfect  liberty. 

Nicon  furvived  his  depofition  fifteen  years.  In  16S1; 
he  requefted  and  obtained, permiffion  to  return  to  the  con- 
vent of  Jerufalem,  that  he  might  end  Iris  days  in  that  fa- 
vourite fpot but  he  expired  upon  the  road  near  Yaroflaf, 

in 
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in  the  66th  year  of  his  age.  His  remains  were  tranfported 
< — ^ to  that  convent,  and  buried  with  all  the  ceremonies  ufed  at 
the  interment  of  patriarchs 

* For  the  Hiftory  of  Nicon,  I have  fol-  a fpirited  and  candid  account  of  this  great 
lowed  Muller  in  his  Nachricht  von  No-  patriarch,  to  which  I hold  myfelf  indebted 
vogorod  in  S.  R.  G.  Vol.  V.  p.  541  to  559.  for  a few  reflexions.  Hift.  deRuflie,  v.  Ill, 
L’Evefque  has  drawn  from  this  fame  fource  p.  391  to  394 ; alfo  417  to  430, 


C U A 1>. 


C 3^9  3 


G H A P.  V. 

Ruffian  archives. — Englifh  Jl  at  e-papers. — Commencement  of 
the  connedion  between  the  courts  0/ London  and  Mofcow. 

— Correfpondence  between  queen  Elizabeth  and  the 
tzar  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II. — His  demand  of  the  lady  Anne 
Haftings  in  marriage. — Account  of  that  negotiation. — 

Other  dijpatches.-—  A letter  from  the  emperor  Maximilian  I. 
to  Vaffili  Ivanovitch.— of  the  title  of  tzar. — Negoti- 
ation between  Peter,  the  Great  and  the  Euroj^ean  courts 
relative  to  the  title  of  emperor.— Univerjity. — Syllabus  of 
the  ledures. — Account  of  Matthxi’s  Catalogue  of  the 
Greek  manujcripts  in  the  library  of  Holy  Synod. — Hymn 
to  Ceres  attributed  to  Homer,  M'c.  ^c, 

Mr.  Muller  obligingly  accompanied  us  to  the  place  in  chap, 
the  Khitaigorod,  where  the  public  archieves  are  de-  . , 

polited  ; which  is  a ftrong  brick  building,  containing  feveral 
vaulted  apartments  with  iron  floors.  Thefe  archives,  conlift- 
ing  of  a numerous  colledfion  of  ftate-papers,  were  crouded 
into  boxes,  and  thrown  afide  like  common  lumber,  until 
the  prefent  emprefs  ordered  them  to  be  revifed  and  ar- 
ranged. In  conformity  to  this  mandate,  Mr.  Muller  has  dif- 
pofed  them  in  chronological  order,  with  fuch  perfe6t  regu- 
larity, that  any  Angle  document  may  be  infpedled  with  little 
trouble.  They  are  enclofed  in  feparate  cabinets  with  glafs 
doors : thofe  relative  to  Ruffia  are  all  clafled  according  to  the 

o 

feveral  provinces  which  they  concern ; and  over  each  cabinet 
VoL.  L U u is 
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BOOK  15  infcribecl  the  name  of  the  province  to  which  it  is  appro- 

V priated.  In  the  fame  manner  the  manufcripts  relative  to 

foreign  kingdoms  are  placed  in  feparate  divilions  under  the 
refpedive  titles  of  Poland,  Sweden,  England,  France,  Ger* 
many.  See.  The  papers  which  concerned  my  native  coun- 
try firft  engaged  my  attention.  The  earlieft  correfpondence 
between  the  fovereigns  of  England  and  Ruffia  commenced 
about  the  middle  of  the  1 6th  century,  foon  after  the  difeovery 
of  Archangel,  and  chiefly  relates  to  the  permiflion  of  trade 
granted  exclufively  to  the  Englifh  company  of  merchants 
fettled  in  this  country.  The  firft  record  is  an  original  letter 
of  Philip  and  Mary  to  Ivan  Vafiilievitch  II.  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  a difpatch  tranfmitted  to  England  by  his  em- 
baflador  Ofef  Niphea,  and  returning  thanks  for  the  liberty 
of  opening  a free  trade  throughout  the  Ruffian  dominions. 
The  charter  of  privileges  granted  by  the  fame  tzar  to  the 
Englifh  merchants,  and  the  numerous  letters  which  he  re- 
ceived from  Elizabeth  are  all  preferved  in  this  colledlion  ; 
and  are  for  the  moft  part  printed  in  Hackluyt’s  Voyages ; 
I obferved  one,  however,  not  to  be  found  in  that  work  ; it  is 
dated  the  i8th  of  May,  1570,  and  Elizabeth,  among  other 
expreffions  of  friendfhip,  offers  to  Ivan  Vafiilievitch,  in  cafe 
he  fhould  be  compelled  by  an  infurre61ion  to  quit  his  coun- 
try, an  afylum  for  himfelf  and  family  in  England.  This 
letter  was  figned  by  Elizabeth  in  the  prefence  of  her  fecret 
council : amongft  the  fignatures  I noticed  the  names  of  Ba- 
con, Leycefter,  and  Cecil. 

As  fome  hiftorians  have  afferted  that  the  tzar  Ivan  Vaffi- 
lievitch  II.  carried  his  perfonal  refpe(ft  for  queen  Elizabeth 
fo  far  as  to  be  one  of  her  fuitors,  while  Camden  only  relates 
that  he  propofed  to  marry  lady  Anne  Haftings,  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Huntingdon,  my  curiofity  led  me  to  make  in- 
quiries 
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quiries  into  this  tranfa6lion.  With  refpedl  to  any  treaty  of 
marriage  between  the  tzar  and  Elizabeth,  the  archives  are « — ^ 
entirely  filent ; but  in  regard  to  the  intended  efpoufal  of 
lady  Anne  Haftings,  they  furniflied  me  with  the  following 
curious  particulars. 

The  firft  hint  of  this  match  feems  to  have  been  fuggefted 
by  Dr.  Robert  Jacob  a phyfician,  whom  Elizabeth  in  1581, 
at  the  tzar’s  defire,  fent  to  Mofcow.  Dr.  Jacob,  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  ficklenefs  of  Ivan  in  his  amours,  and  his 
defire  of  contradfing  an  alliance  with  a foreign  princefs,  ex- 
tolled, in  the  moll  extravagant  terms,  the  beauty,  accom- 
plifhments,  and  rank  of  lady  Anne  Haftings,  and  adlually  in- 
fpired  the  tzar  with  a ftrong  inclination  to  efpoufe  her,  al- 
though he  had  juft  married  his  fifth  wife  Maria  Feoderofna. 

Dr.  Jacob  reprefented  thi^  lady  as  a niece  of  the  queen,  and 
daughter  of  an  independent  prince ; both  which  circum- 
ftances  being  falfe  fufficiently  feem  to  prove  that  he  a6led 
from  his  own  fuggeftions,  without  the  leaft  authority  from 
Elizabeth.  The  tzar,  fired  by  his  defcription,  difpatched 
Gregory  Pirfemfkoi,  a Ruffian  nobleman  of  the  firft  dif- 
tindlion,  to  England,  to  make  a formal  demand  of  the  lady 
for  his  wife : according  to  his  inftru(Stions,  he  was  ordered, 
after  a conference  with  the  queen,  to  procure  an  interview 
with  the  lady,  obtain  her  portrait,  and  inform  himfelf  of  the 
rank  and  fituation  of  her  family  : he  was  then  to  requeft 
that  an  Englilh  embafifador  might  return  with  him  to  Mof- 
cow, with  full  powers  to  adjuft  the  conditions  of  the  marri- 
age. If  an  obje6lion  Ihould  be  raifed,  that  Ivan  was  already 
married,  he  fhould  anfwer,  that  the  tzar,  having  efpoiifed  a 
fubje(ft,  was  at  liberty  to  divorce  her ; and  if  it  was  alked, 
what  provifion  Ihould  be  made  for  the  children  by  lady 
U u 2 Anne 
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Anne  Haftings,  he  fliould  reply,  that  Feodor  the  eldefl  prince 
— ^.l-»was  undoubtedly  heir  to  the  throne,  but  that  her  children 
fliould  be  amply  endowed. 

Pirfemfkoi,  in  confequence  of  thefe  orders,  repaired  to 
London,  had  an  audience  of  Elizabeth,  faw  lady  Haftings, 
who  had  juft  recovered  from  the  fmalhpox,  procured  her 
portrait,  and  returned  to  Mofcow  10158  3,  accompanied  with 
an  Englifti  embaftador,  Sir  Jerome  Bowes.  The  latter,  who 
was  a perfon  of  a capricious  difpofition,  at  his  firft: 
interview  greatly  offended  the  tzar  by  his  freedom  of  fpeech, 
and  more  particularly  as  he  was  not  commifiioned  to  give 
a final  affent  to  the  marriage,  but  only  to  receive  a more  ex- 
plicit offer,  and  tranfmit  it  to  the  queen.  The  tzar,  little 
accuftomed  to  brook  delay,  declared,  “ that  no  obftacle 
fhould  prevent  him  from  marrying  fome  kinfwoman  of 
^ her  majefty’s ; that  he  fhould  fend  again  into  England  to 
‘‘  have  Come  one  of  them  to  wife ; adding,  that  if  her  ma- 
jefty  would  not,  upon  his  next  embafly,  fend  him  fuch  an 
one  as  he  deflred,  himfelf  would  then  go  into  England, 
‘‘  and  carry  his  treafure  with  him,  and  marry  one  of  them 
there.”  Sir  Jerome  Bowes,  probably  in  conformity  to  his 
inftructions,  threw  every  obftacle  in  the  way  of  the  marri- 
age : infteadof  fpeaking  handfomely  of  lady  Haftings,  men- 
tioned her  perfon  with  indifference,  and  denied  that  flie  was 
any  relation  to  the  queen  ; adding,  with  fome  marks  of  con- 
tempt, that  his  miftrefs  had  many  fuch  nieces.  By  thefe 
means  the  affair  was  fufpended,  and  the  negotiation  was 
finally  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  tzar  in  the  beginning 
of  the  following  year. 

The  correfpondence  between  the  Ruffian  and  Englifli  fo- 
vereigns,  begun  in  the  reign  of  Ivan,  appears,  from  thefe 
5 archives,. 
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archives,  by  no  means  to  have  ceafed  upon  his  demife.  The 
amity,  indeed,  between  the  two  courts  was  fo  firmly  efta- 
blillied,  that  Charles  I.  fent  a corps  of  troops,  under  colonel 
Sanderfon,  to  the  affiftance  of  Michael  Feodorovitch,  againft 
Ladiflaus  king  of  Poland  ; and  Alexey  Michaelovitch  occa- 
fionally  furniihed  Charles,  in  the  period  of  his  greatelf 
diftrefs,  with  money  and  corn.  The  laft  letter  from  our 
unfortunate  fovereign  to  Alexey  is  dated  Ifle  of  Wight,  June 
I,  1648,  and  was  written  during  his  confinement  in  Caris- 
brook-Caftle.  I obferved  one  from  Charles  II.  to  the  fame 
tzar,  announcing  the  execution  of  his  father  ; it  is  dated 
September  the  i6th,  1649,  and  was  brought  to  Mofcow  by 
Lord  Culpepper. 

During  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  Alexey  maintained 
a conhant  correfpondence  with  the  exiled  Charles.  He  was 
accuflomed  to  declare,  that  all  monarchs  ought  to  elfeem  the 
caufe  of  Charles  I.  as  their  own  ; and  fliould  not,  by  coun- 
tenancing an  ufurper,  encourage  fubjedls  to  rebel  againft 
their  king.  In  conformity  to  thefe  fentiments  he  refufed, 
for  a time  to  hold  any  intercourfe  with  the  prote6tor ; 
and  thefe  archives  contain  no  letters  between  Cromwell  and 
the  tzar. 

The  reftoration  of  Charles  II,  renewed  the  friendly  har- 
mony between  the  two  courts ; and  as  from  this  interval  the 
difpatches  received  from  England  were  fo  numerous,  that 
it  would  have  required  feveral  days  to  have  examined  them- 
with  any  degree  of  attention;  I was  compelled  to  retire 
without  having  fufhciently  fatisfied  my  curiofity.  Thefe 

* I fay  for  a time ; for  although,  if  I the  proteflor,  and  had  once  confented 
rightly  remember,  thefe  archives  contain  to  receive  his  embalfadors  at  Mofcow.  This 
no  difpatches  between  the  tzar  and  Crom-  will  fully  appear  in  the  chapter  on  the  Rife 
well,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  after  fometime  and  Progrefs  of  the  Fnglilh  Trade  to  Ruilia 
-Alexey  maintained  a correfpondence  with  in  the  next  volume. 


333 

CHAP. 

V. 


papersy, 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA.- 


papers  *,  .as  they  contain  a complete,  hillorical  feries  of 
"V — 'the  alliances,  connedlion,  correfpondence,  and  commerce, 
between  Rulha  and  England,  could  not  fail  of  forming  a 
very  interefting  publication,  if  they  were  printed  in  chro- 
nological order,  and  interfperfed  with  hiftorical  obferva- 
tions. 

I had  fcarcely  time  to  take  a glance  of  the  numerous  flate- 
papers  which  relate  to  the  other  European  powers  ; but  .the 
keeper  of  the  archives  did  not  omit  pointing  out  to  me  one 
document  of  great  importance  in  the  hiftory  of  RuIIia ; I al- 
lude to  the  famous  letter,  written  in  the  German  tongue  f, 
from  Maximilian  I.  emperor  of  Germany,  to  Vaflili  Ivano- 
vitch,  confirming  a treaty  of  alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive 
againft  Sigifmond  king  of  Poland.  The  difpatch,  which  is 
dated  Auguft  the  4th,  1514,  and  is  ratified  with  the  feal  of 
the  golden-bull,  is  remarkable  becaufe  Maximilian  addreffes 
Vaflili  by  calling  him  Kayfer  und  Herrfcher  aller  RuflTen  ; 
Emperor  and  ruler  of  all  the  Rullias.  This  deed,  which  was 
difeovered  by  baron  Shavirof  in  the  archives  about  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century,  is  faid  to  have  firfl:  fuggefted  to 
Peter  the  idea  of  aflTuming  the  appellation  of  emperor,  and 
of  formally  demanding  that  it  Ihould  never  be  omitted  by 
the  European  courts.  The  demand  gave  rife  to  various  ne- 
gotiations, and  occafioned  a curious  controverfy  among  the 
learned,  concerning  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  titles  by 
which  the  monarchs  of  this  country  have  been  diftinguiflied. 

* Thefe  papers  appeared  fo  curious,  to  fome  richer  traveller  the  happinefs  of 
that  foon  after  my  arrival  at  Peterfburgh,  I difplaying  to  the  public  this  treafure  of  po- 
obtained,  by  the  kind  intcrcelTion  of  Sir  litical  inibrmation. 

James  Harris,  permilTioii  from  count  Panin  -j-  The  reader  w'ill  find  a copy  of  the 
to  have  thcn>  copied.  But  the  demands  of  original  German  in  Weber’s  Verandertes 
the  copyift  being  greatly  difproportionate  Rufsland,  v.  I.p.  357  ; and  a faithful  tran- 
to  niy  finances,  i was  unwillingly  obliged  llation  in  Perry’s  State  of  Ruilia,  p.  258. 
to  rclinquiflt  my  dcfign  ; and  1 muft  leave 
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From  their  refearches,  it  appeared  that  the  early  fovereigns  chap. 
of  Ruflia  were  called  great-duke,  and  that  Vaffili  Ivanovitch^'  * — — 
was  probably  the  firft  who  ftyled  himfelf  tzar,  an  expreflion 
which,  in  the  Sclavonian  language,  fignifies  king  ; and  that 
his  fucceffors  continued  to  bear  within  their  own  dominions 
that  title  as  the  raoft  honourable  appellation,  until  Peter  tlie 
Great  firft  took  that  of  Povelitely  or  emperor.  It  is  neverthe- 
lefs  as  certain,  that  the  foreign  courts  -f  in  their  intercourfe 
with  that  of  Mofcow,  ftyled  the  fovereigns  indifcriminately 
great-duke,  tzar,  and  emj^eror  With  refpedt  to  England 
in  particular,  we  know  for  certain,  that,  in  Chancellor’s  Ac- 
count of  Ruflia,  fo  early  as  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury, Ivan  Vaflilievitch  11.  is  called  lord  and  emperor  of  all 
Rulfia  ; and  in  the  Englilh  difpatches,  from  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth  to  that  of  Anne,  he  is  generally  addreflTed  under 
the  fame  appellation.  We  may  at  the  fame  time  re- 
mark, that  when  the  European  powers  ftyled  the  tzar 
emperor  of  Mufcovy,  they  by  no  means  intended  to  give  him 
a title  fimilar  to  that  which  was  peculiar  to  the  emperor  of 
Germany  ; but  they  beftowed  upon  him  that  appellation  as 
upon  an  Afiatic  fovereign,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  now  faty 
the  emperors  of  China  and  Japan.  When  Peter,  therefore, 
determined  to  aflume  the  title  of  emperor,  he  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  proving  that  it  had  been  confirmed  upon  his  prede- 
cefTors  by  moft  of  the  European  powers ; yet,  when  he  was 

* The  appellation  of  tzar  was  not  taken,  ed  with  the  titles  born  by  thefe  two  fove- 
as fome  authors  fuppofe,  from  the  Tartars,  reigns.  Other  authors  fuppofe  that  his  foil 
when  Ivan  conquered  Cafan,  for  the  prince  Ivan  was  the  firfl  who  affumed  the  title  of 
of  Cafan  was  called  Khan.  tzar. 

f This  is  aflerted  upon  the  pofitive  tefti.  J According  to  Mayerberg,  the  title  of 
mony  of  Herberftein,  aud  his  authority  is  Alexey  hlichaelovitch  prefixed  to  his  Code 
unqueftionable,  becaufe,  as  he  was  twice  of  Laws,  was  “ Tzar,  et  Magnus  Dux, 
embaflador  to  Mofcow,  the  firft  time  to  “ totius  Rufllx  Autrocator.”  Iter  in  Mof. 

Vaffili  Ivanovitch,  and  afterwards  to  Ivan  p.  113, 

Vaflilievitch  II.  he  muft  have  been  acquaint- 

7 


deflrous 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA. 


BOOK  defirous  of  affixing  to  the  terra  the  European  fenfe,  it  was 
- — V — ' confidered  as  an  innovation,  and  was  produdlive  of  more 
negotiations  than  would  have  been  requifite  for  the  termi- 
nation of  the  mod;  important  flate-affair.  After  many  delays 
and  obje61;ions,  the  principal  courts  of  Europe  confented, 
about  the  year  1722,  to  addrefs  the  fovereign  of  Ruffia  with 
the  title  of  emperor,  without  prejudice,  neverthelefs,  to  the 
other  crowned  heads  of  Europe 

Thefe 


^ Many  authors  have  erroneoufly  ad- 
wanced,  that  the  Englidi  embaflador  Lord 
Wliitworth,  foon  after  the  battle  of  Pul- 
•tava,  gave,  by  order  of  queen  Anne,  the 
title  of  emj)eror  in  its  European  fenfe  to  Pe- 
ter the  Great.  But  the  following  extrads, 
in  a difpatch  of  lord  Carteret  to  Sir  Luke 
Schaubc,  the  Englifli  minifter  at  Paris, 
which  fell  under  my  obfervations  fmee  I 
had  finidied  the  account  in  the  context, 
will  fully  contradid  thefe  aflertions  ; and 
are  here  inferred,  becaufe  they  will  help  to 
throw  further  light  upon  this  fubjed.  The 
united  provinces  and  the  king  of  Pruflia  had 
alreadv,  in  171 1,  acknowledged  Peter’s  right 
to  the  title  of  emperor:  but  the  courts  of 
London  and  Paris  withheld  their  confent. 
During  the  negotiation  pending  between 
thofe  courts  and  Peter,  feveral  difpatches 
jiaffed  between  lord  Carteret,  fccretary  of 
Hate,  the  cardinal  Dubois,  and  Sir  Luke 
Schaubc,  Englifli  miniflers  at  Paris. 

“ Lc  cardinal,”  writes  lord  Carteret  in 
one  of  his  difpatches  to  Sir  Luke,  dated 
Jan.  1 721 -2,  “ emit  qu’on  ponrroit  ac- 
“ corder  lc  litre  de  Pempercur  an  czar,  de 
“ maiiierc  que  les  couroniics  n’en  fuflent 
“ point  prcjudicies,” 

“ Lc  Roy  [George  ].]  a trouve  la  reponfe 
“ tics  fage,  qnc  le  cardinal  a faitc  aux  mi- 
“ niftre:.  dll  czar  touchant  la  demande  du 
UWe  il'empcreur.  Nous  agirons  dc  con- 
“ cir',  avcc  (bn  cmini  ncc  dans  cette  aft'airc. 
“ l-.f  jv  nr  luy  donner  les  cclairciirements  ; 
“ qu’ellc  foiili. litre,  tofichant  cc  (|ui  s’efl 
“ palL-  c:iirc  L Cnaude  Bretagne  et  lc  czar 


“ a Regard  du  litre,  je  vous  envoye  un 
“ extrait,  qui  a ete  tire  des  reg.llres  de 
nos  archives,  pour  luy  etre  communi- 
“ que.  Les  mmiltres  Mofeovites  ne  font 
“ nullement  fondez  en  ce  qu’ils  alleguent 
“ que  ce  litre  a ete  accorde  au  czar  comme 
“ une  partie  de  la  latisfadion  dans  I’affaire 
“ de  Matueof.  II  ell:  conftant  que  Ron  ne 
“ fit  alors  aucun  changement  a.  cette  occa- 
“ fion  la. 

“ En  examinant  le  ftile,  dont  les  roys  de 
“ la  Grande  Bretagne  fe  font  fervis,  en 
“ ecrivant  aux  czars  de  Mofeovie,  on  eft 
“ remonte  jufqu’au  terns  de  la  reine  Eliza- 
“ beth.  On  trouve  qu’on  leur  a toiijours 
“ ecrit  en  Angiois,  et  que  cette  princefle. 
An.  1559.  Se  fervoit  du  ^\\t  d\mpcroM-  et 
de  hignefs. 

An.  1616.  I.e  roy  Jaques  I.  de  celuy  d'em- 
perour  et  de  majefty. 

An.  1633.  Le  roy  Charles  I. 

1666.  Le  roy  Charles  II. 

1687.  Jaques  II.  et  Guillaume  ITI.  de 
i6^g.  celuy  d'emperour  de  d' imperial  ma~ 

1707.  La  reine  Anne  s’eft  fervie  du 
flile  d'emperour  et  d' imperial  ma- 
jefy.  jufqu’ii  Ran  1707,  et  alors 
on  commen^a  a ccrire  com- 
mander^ &.C.  et  czaric  majefy. 

An.  1708.  En  1708  le  19  Juillet  ct  le  19 
Septenibre,  commander  imperial 
inajejly  ; ct  le  9 Novembre  de 
la  mcme  annee  empcrotir  ct  im- 
pcrial  majef')^  iai  17c  9,  1710, 
1711.  Emperour  et  imperial ma- 
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The  archives  contain  alfo  thirteen  volumes  of  letters,  jour-  chap. 


Ell  1712,  1713,  1714}  etnperour 
et  aarean,  c^arijjy^  et  imperial 
majefty  tantot  I’un,  tantot  Pau- 
tre,  etfouvent  czarifli,  et 
almajejly,  dans  une  meme  lettre. 
En  1714  le  27  Septembre,  le 
ftile  de  la  lettre  de  notification 
de Pavenernent  du  roy  ala  Cou- 
ronne,  eft,  emperour  et  your  ma~ 
jejly,  et  dans  plufieurs  autres 
lettres  depuis  ce  temps  la  c%a- 
rij)}^  on  imperial  majefty^  et  quel* 
quefois_yo«r  majejly  fimplement. 

Voicy  le  litre  entier. 

To  the  moft  high,  moft  potent, 
and  moft  illuftrious,  our  moft 
dear  brother,  the  great  lord, 
czar,  and  great  duke,  Peter 
Alexejewitz,  of  all  the  Greater, 
LelTer,  and  White  Ruffia,  Self- 
Upholder  of  Mufeovia,  Kiovia, 
Ulodomiria,  Novogardia,  czar 
of  Cazan,  czar  of  Aftrachan, 
czar  of  Siberia,  lord  of  Plexoe, 
and  great-duke  of  Smolenfko, 
Tueria,  Ugoria,  Permia,  Viat- 
kya,  Bolgaria,  and  others,  lord 
and  great-duke  of  Novogardia, 
and  of  the  Lower  Countries  of 
Czernegorlky,  Refanlky,  Rofto- 
velky,  Yeroflave,  Beloorzerlky, 
Udorlky,  Obdorlky,  Condinlky, 
znA  emperour  oi  all  the  Northern 
Coafts,  lord  of  the  Lands  of 
Iverfky,  Cartilinlky,  and  Gru- 
zeniky,  czar  of  the  Lands  of 
Caberdinlky,  Czerealky,  and 
duke  of  the  Mountains,  and  of 
manyotherDominionsandCoun- 
tries,  Eaft,  Weft,  and  North, 
from  Father  and  from  Grandfa- 
ther, Heir,  Lord  and  Conqueror. 

Lord  Carteret  in  a letter  to  the  cardinal 
Dubois,  writes 

Le  roi  concoura  fans  difficultc 


avec  fa  majefte  trils  Chretienne, 
A faire  ce  que  V.  Eminence 
jugera  convenable,  par  rapport 
au  ttoHveau  titre  que  le  czar  de- 
mande,  et  un  parfait  concert  a. 
faire  efperer  a ce  prince  une 
telle  complaifance  pour  fervir  a 
le  gagner,  et  a nous  faire  tirer 
fruits  de  fon  ambition,  Jan, 
30,  1721-2. 

And  in  a difpatch  to  Sir  Luke  Schaubc, 
he  thus  exprefles  himfelf; 

La  coutume  icy  a toiijours  ete 
d’ecrire  aux  czars  de  Mofeovie 
fur  du  velin  enlumine  peint  et 
dorc,  comme  on  fait  aux  empe- 
reurs  de  Maroc  et  Fez,  et  a 
plufieurs  autres  princes  non- 
Europeens,  lefquels  felon  cette 
coutume  feroient  cgalement  fon- 
dez  d’infifter  fur  le  titre  d’em- 
pereur.  On  n’a  jamais  voulu 
changer  Pufage  etably,  quoique 
les  Mofeovites  Payent  fort  foli- 
citc  durant  Pambaflade  de  my 
lord  Whitworth  a Mofeow.  Ce 
miniftre  s’excufa  toujours  d’en 
faire  la  propofition.  II  leur  dir, 
qu’il  leurdonneroit  le  titre,  fans 
difficulte,  tel  qu’il  le  trouvoit 
etabli ; mais  qu’il  ne  leur  con- 
feilloit  pas  de  remuer  cette  ma- 
tiere,  ni  de  s’eclaircir  trop  foig- 
neufement  fur  quel  pied  on  leur 
donnoit  ce  titre.  Les  Mofeo- 
vites crurent  fon  avis  bon  pour 
lors.  Quand  my  lord  Whit- 
worth, et  Mr.  Pamiral  Norris 
furent  chargez  d’une  commiffion 
auprez  du  czar  a Amfterdam, 
ils  n’eurent  que  des  lettres  de 
cachet,  dont  le  ftile  etoit  votre 
majejie  ; les  miniftres  Rulfiens  en 
^ firent  d’abord  quelque  fcrupule, 
mais  n’y  infifterent  pas. 


Thefe  extrafts  are  drawn  from  Sir  Luke  Seliaubc’s  State  Papers,  in  the  rare  and  ample 
colleftion  of  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  a nobleman  as  dillinguilhcd  for  the  extent,  as  the 
liberal  communication  of  his  knowledge. 
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nals,  notes,  and  other  manufcripts,  of  Peter  theGreatj^written- 
with,  his  own  hand  : thefe  papers  fufEciently  fhow  the  inde- 
fatigable pains, ^with  which  that  great  monarch  noted  down, 
the  minuted:  circumltances,  that- might  prove  ufeful  in  his  ex- 
tenhve  plans  for  the.  civilization  and  aggrandifement  of  his- 
country.  Mr.  Muller  has  lately  given  to  the-publie  feveral 
letters  and  other  pieces  of  this  kind,  which  throw  a confider- 
able  light  upon  the  tranfadions  of  Peter  s reign,  and  afford: 
ffriking  inftances  of  his  perfevering  genius.. 

From  the  archives  we  repaired'  to  the  univerffty,  alfo- 
lituated  in  the  Khitaigorod  : it  was  founded,  at  the  inftance 
of  count  Shuvalof,  by  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  for  fix  hun- 
dred ftudents,  who  are  clothed,  boarded,  and  inftrudled  at 
the  expence  of  the  crown.  We  were  received,  with  great 
civility,  by  the  director  of  the  univerfity  and  profefibrs,  who. 
conduced  us  firft  to. the  printing-office  belonging  to  their 
fodety.  One  of  the  preffes  being  at  work,  feveral  ffieets- 
were  ftruck  off  and  prefented  to  us  as  fpecimens  of  the  Ruf- 
fian printing : upon  looking  at  them  we  were  furprized  to- 
find  a complimentary  addrefs  to  ourfelves  in  the  Engliffi  and. 
Ruffian  languages,,  of.  which  the  following  is  a fac-fmile^ 


This 
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•his  Specimen  of  the  Ruffian  print  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Right  honourable  LORD 


HERBERT  on  his  Travels  thro’  Ruffia;,accompany’d 
by  Captain  Floyd  8c  Mr.  Coxe^  on  their  honouring 
the  Imperial  Univerfity  of  Mofco  with  a friendly  vifit 
this  ^ I Day  of  September  1778. 


ie  niMCHeiiie  nenaniM  PocciiicKOH  noane- 


ceHO  BLicoKonoTiiiieHirfiKiiieMy  ^OP4y 
PEP-BEPTy  B:b  ero  nymeuiecniBOBaHiH:  ^.pe3^b  Poc- 
cijo  ct  KannmaHoivrB  ^^ougoub  11  rociio4HHOMB 
KoxcoMb  BOBpeMay  Kor4a  OHM  y40Cin0II4H  CBOHMB 
e^arocK^oHRLiML  iioc'Bin.eHieM'b  HMnepamopcKiii  Mo- 
CKOBCKiH  yHHBepcHinenn)  CeHin^6pii  i 4Ha  1778  ro4a. 
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We  next  proceeded  to  the  univerfity-library,  which  con- 
tains a fmall  colledlion  of  books,  and  a moderate  apparatus 
of  experimental  philofophy.  ' 

Upon  taking  leave  of  the  dire6tor,  he  obligingly  prefented 
me  with  a Tartar  Grammar,  which  language  is  taught  in 
this  fociety,  a Syllabus  of  a year’s  ledfures,  and  a Catalogue 
of  the  Greek  Manufcripts  in  the  library  of  the  Holy  Synod. 

The  following  extradf  from  the  Syllabus  will  difplay  to 
the  reader  the  general  ftudies,  and  the  principal  books  ufed 
in  this  univerlity  for  the  inftrudlion  of  the  Ifudents. 

I.  A courfe  of  ledfures  on  the  Hiftory  of  the  Ruffian  Law, 
on  Nettelbadianus,  Syjlema  univerjce  JuriJprudentia^i  and  on 
the  Jus  Cambiale ; eight  hours  in  the  week.  2.  On  Cicero’s 
Orations  againft  Catiline,  the  lixth  book  of  Virgil’s 
Eneid,  plays  of  Plautus  and  Terence,  inftrudlions  on  the 
manner  of  writing  Latin  and  Ruffian  verfes  from  the  ex- 
amples of  Lomonofof  and  Horace ; an  expofition  of  the  pa- 
negyrical orations  of  Lomonofof,  together  with  tranflations 
and  exercifes  in  Latin  and  Ruffian  profe  : eight  hours  in  the 
week.  3.  On  arithmetic,  trigonometry,  and'  optics,  from 
Weidler’s  Matbemaiica  Injlitutiones  ; and  experimental  phi- 
lofophy from  Kruger’s  Compendium.  > 4.  On  ancient,, and 
modern  hiftory.  5.  Introdudlion  to  the  knowledge  of  rho- 
ral  philofophy,  from  Bielfield’s  Inftitutes.  6.  On  .clinic  me- 
dicine, or  the  remedies  ufed  by  antient  and  modern  phyft- 
cians,  from  Vogel’s  Compendium.  7.  On  the  pandedts  from 
the  compendium  of  Heineccius,  and  a comparifon  betw-een 
the  Roman  and  Ruffian  law : eight  hours  in  the  week. 
Pn-fclfor  Defaitfky,  who  reads  this  Icdlure,  teaches,  alfo  the 

* Fr  i : entitled  “ Catalogus  prxledlionum  publicarum  in  Univerfitate  Casfarea  Mof- 
“ ^^picnfi  liabcuclariini.” 

3 Englifli 
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Englifh,  language  from  a Grammar  compiled  by  himfelf : chap. 
four  hours  in  the  week.  8.  Logic  and  metaphylics  from* — , — 
Baumeifter’s  logic,  eight  hours  in  the  week  ; and  four  hours 
geometry  and  trigonometry  from  Weidler.  9.  On  phyfic, 
under  the  following  heads,  pathology,  diatetics,  and  thera- 
peutics, from  Ludwig’s  compendium,  i o.  On  Botany,  after 
the  fyftem  of  Linnaeus.  11.  Anatomy  from  Ludwig. 

12.  On  the  etymology,  fyntax,  and  ftyle  of  the  French 
tongue  : eight  hours  in  the  week.  13.  Etymology,  fyntax, 
and  ftyle  of  the  German. 

Befide  the  univerfity,  there  are  two  gymnafta,  or  femina- 
ries,  for  the  education  of  youth,  endowed  alfo  by  Elizabeth, 
in  which  are  taught  divinity,  claflics,  philofophy,  the  Greek, 
Latin,  Ruffian,  German,  French,  Italian,  and  Tartar  lan- 
guages; hiftory,  geography,  mathematics,  architedlure,  for- 
tification, artillery,  algebra,  drawing  and  painting,  mufic, 
fencing,  dancing,  reading  and  writing.  There  are  twenty- 
three  profeflbrs  : amongft  thefe,  the  Syllabus  informed  me, 
that  Mr.  Alexief  teaches  divinity  two  hours  in  the  week. 
Mr.Matth^i,  profeflbr  and  redtor  of  both  feminaries,  explains 
fome  of  Cicero’s  Orations  and  feledf  Epiftles,  Libanius’s  Let- 
ters, Ernefti’s  oratorical  eftays,  Xenophanes  Anabafis^  teaches 
the  Roman  antiquities  from  Burman’s  compendium,  and 
continues  his  ufual  Latin  exercifes  upon  oratory.  Mr.  Sin- 
kovfki,  every  morning  from  feven  to  nine,  treats  of  the 
principles  of  rhetoric,  particularly  concerning  the  Periodo- 
logia^  both  as  to  theory  and  pradlice,  from  Bur  gins' s Plemcnta 
Oratoria\  explains  Caefar’s  Commentaries  andjuftin;  em- 
ploys his  fcholars  in  Latin  and  Ruffian  tranflaticns,  and  in 
the  etymology  and  fyntax  of  the  Greek  tongue  : reads  Plu- 
tarch nTV)(Y}c  I ^Hcl,  from  nine  to  twelve  on  Mondays,. 

Wednefdays,. 
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BOOK  Wednefclays,  and  Saturdays,  -'Ovid’s  Metamorpholis,  and  con- 
ned^s  mythology  with  antient  iihrory  and  geography.  Mr. 
Tflierbotaref,  extraordinary  profelTor  of  logic  and  morality, 
and  under-librarian  to  the  univerflty,  four  hours  in  the 
week,  comments  u^ou.  Heineccii  elejnenta philofophia  rutionaUs 
et  moraiis^  as  well  in  the  original  Latin,  as  in  theRuihan 
tranilation,  for  the  benefit  .of  thofe  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  Latin’tongue.  Mr.  Urbanfki  gives  inftrudlions  in 
rhetoric  from  the  compendium  of  Burgius,  both  in  theory 
and  pra6lice.  Mr,  Holberftof..ex plains  Count  Tehin’s  Letters 
to  a young  prince  t. 

The  account  of  the  Greek  manufcrips  in  the  library  of 
the  Holy  Synod  at  Mofcow,  prefented  to  me  by  the  director, 
bore  the  following  title  : Noti^ia  codicum  manufcriptorum 
‘‘  Graecoriim  Bibliot  bee  arum  Mofquenfium  fanBiJfimae  fynodi 
Ecclefiae  orthodoxae  Graeco-Rujficaey  cum  variis  anecdotis^ 
tabuUs  aneh  et  indicibus  locupletijfifnis,  Edidit  Chrijiianus 
Eredericus  Mattbael,  Gymnafiorum  Univerfttath  Mofquenfis 
F^eSlor.  Mofquae,  typis  Univerfttatis^  Anno  1776.”  folio. 
The  author  is  Chriihan  Frederic  Matthsei,  a learned  German, 
wb^^  was  educated  atLeiplic  under  the  celebrated Ernefti,  and 
I cuig  drawn  to  Mofeov/  by  the  liberality  of  the  emprefs,  was 
: : :-oiatcd  a profefTor  of  this  univerflty.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
i this  city,  he  turned  his  firft  attention  to  the  hate  of  Greek 
: ailing  in  this  country ; and  being  informed  that  the  li- 
arv  of  the  Holy  Synod  contained  a large  and  curious  col- 
Tti  )n  of  Greek  manuferijAs,  the  greateft  part  of  which  had, 

. the  faggeftion  of  the  patriarch  Nicon,  and  at  the  expence 
\lexey  Michaelovitch,  been  colledled  by  the  monk  Arfe- 

’ i^rnripnc,  qui  lingua;  Latinx  funt  f The  prefent  king  of  Sweden  when 
ii  . lua  ftndia  acadcmica  in  univer-  piincc  royal. 

‘ I'ciiu:.  ]>rolcq  J pofTunt, 
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nius  from  the  monaftery  of  Mount  Athos,  he;  immediately  chap. 
explored  this  literary  treafure.  . / . 

And  as  a catalogue  of  thefe.  maiiufcripts,  publiflied  by 
Athan alius  Schiada,  at  the  order  of  Peter  the  Great,  was  ex^ 
ceedingly  inaccurate,  Matthsei,  who  had  difplayed  his 
erudition  by  feveral  excellent  editions  * of  the  Giaffics,, 
was  encouraged  by  Prince  Potemkin  the  great  patron  of 
antient  literature  who  paid  all  the  expence  of  the  publi-^ 
cation,  to  undertake  this  work  upon  a more  extenlive  plan* 
Accordingly,  in  177.6,  the  learned  editor  gave  to  the  public, 
this  firft  part  of  the. performance,  in  which  he  has  laid  down 
a very  accurate  and  circumftantial  detail  of  fifty- one  manu- 
fcripts,  accompanied  with  many  judicious  remarks  and  cri- 
tical inquiries  ; he  defcribes  the  materials  upon  which  each 
manufcript  is  written;  he  mentions  the  number  of  pages,  the 
age,  the  w'riter,.the  former  poiTelTors  ; the  contents,  the  firll. 
and  1 all  word.  The  author  propofes  to  continuethe  publi-^ 
cation  at  different  intervals  until  he  has  finiflied  the  account* 

But  as  it  would  require  many  years  thus  minutely  to  detail 
and  defcribe  all  the  manufcripts,  whofe  number  amounts  to 
502  ; the  learned  author  has,  in  the  mean  while,  favoured 
the  publick  with  a complete  catalogue,  in  a lefs  circumflan- 
tial  manner,  under  the  following  title  : “ Index  codknm 
manufcriptorum  Graecorum  Bihliothecarmn  Mofquenfmm 
^‘  -fanSItJJimae  Synodi.ecclejiae  orthodox ae  Gra:co-RuJJi-cae : .edidit 
Chrifitanns  Fridericus  Matthaei.  Petropoli^ . typis  Academiae 
Scientiarum^  1780.”  qto.  To  this  index  is  prefixed  a very 
fatisfaclory  and  comprehenlive  introdu6lion  ; in  which,  aG 
ter  having  informed  us.  that  he  compiled  it  for  the  ufe  of 
prince  Yufapof,  an  enthuliaft  in  Greek  literature,  he  enters 

* The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Harris  has  enumerated  the  editions  publi/ited  by  Mr.  Mat^ 
tbseb  Ihilohln.juirks,  p,  564, 
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into  a lliort  account  of  the  principal  manufcripts.  Among 
— . — 'thefe  he  enumerates  feveral  of  the  Septuagint,  and  one  in 
particular  of  the  Books  of  Kings,  which  is  of  the  ninth  cen- 
tury, and  contains,  in  fome  places,  many  various  readings, 
materially  differing  from  the  printed  editions.  He  mentions 
alfo  feveral  of  the  New  Teftament ; fome  accompanied  with 
antient  commentaries,  which  have  never  been  publifhed, 
and  which  the  ingenious  author  has  tranfcribed,  colla- 
ted, and  prepared  for  the  prefs.  The  moft  antient  of  thefe, 
containing  the  New  Teftament,  was  written  at  different  pe- 
riods ; the  firft  part  fo  early  as  the  feventh  or  eighth  cen- 
tury, and  the  remainder  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth.  He 
adds,  that  this  colle6tion,  although  chiefly  confined  to  theo- 
logical fubjecfts,  is  by  no  means  deficient  in  the  claflics  ; 
amongft  which  he  enumerates  Homer,  ^fchylus,  Sophocles, 
Demofthenes,  TEfchynes,  Hefiod,  Paufanias,  Plutarch,  and  a 
moft  beautiful  Strabo,  which  he  has  collated  for  the  new 
edition  of  that  author,  preparing  for  the  Clarendon  prefs  by- 
Mr.  Falkenerof  Oxford 

In  this  library  of  the  Holy  Synod  Mr.  Matthaei  difeovered 
an  antient  hymn  of  Ceres  in  a manufeript  of  Homer,  written 
about  the  conclufion  of  the  fourteenth  century,  but  which 
he  fuppofes  to  have  been  a tranfeript  from  a moft  antient 
and  valuable  copy  : this  manufeript,  befide  a fragment  of 
the  Iliad,  contained  the  fixteen  hymns  ufually  attributed  to 
Homer,  in  the  fame  order  as  they  are  generally  printed.  At 
the  end  of  the  fixteenth  he  found  twelve  verfes  of  an  hymn 
to  Bacchus,  and  an  hymn  to  Ceres,  which,  excepting  the  laft 

* Tt  %vas  a confulerable  difappointment  mation  from  his  acquaintance.  I have  like- 
to  me,  that  Mr.  Matthaii  was  abfent  from  wife  to  regret,  that,  on  account  of  his  ab- 
Mofeow  during  my  continuance  in  that  fence,  I could  not  obtain  a fight  of  thefe 
city,  as  1 fliould  have  derived  great  infer-  manufcripts. 


part, 


'part,  was  entire.  Mr.  Matthaei,  well  acquainted  with  the 
delays  which  would  have  attended  the  publication  at  Moi-.. 
xow,  fent  a copy  of  the  hymn  to  the  celebrated  RuhnkeniiiSr^ 
of  the  nniverfity  of  Leyden,  who  gave  it  to  the  public  in 
1780;  and,  as  by  miflake  twenty  liires  had  been  omitted, 
Le  put  forth  a fecond  edition  the  following  year 

The  learned  editor  has  prefixed  a critical  difquifition  upon 
this  hymn,  in  which  he  afferts  that  it  is  undoubtedly  of  great 
antiquity,  and  written,  if  not  by  Homer  himfelf,  yet  cer- 
-tainly  by  a very  diligent  imitator  of  his  ftyle  and  phrafeology. 
The  exprefs  teftimony  of  Paufanias,  who  repeatedly  men- 
tions that  Homer  had  compofed  an  hymn  to  Ceres,  may 
perhaps  feem  to  fome  readers  a flrong  argument,  that  it  is 
the  genuine  production  of  the  great  author  whofe  name  it 
bears  : and  yet  the  joint  opinion  of  the  two  antient  gram- 
•marians  t,  quoted  by  Pvuhnkenius  in  his  preface,  may  be 
thought  of  fufiicient  weight  to  counterbalance  the  fingle 
evidence  of  Paufanias;  v/hofe  judgement  (as  the  editor  has 
well  obferved)  in  this  cafe  is  of  the  lefs  value,  becaufe  he 
has,  without  diferiraination,  adjudged  the  reft  of  the  Ho- 
meric hymns  to  the  reputed  parent,  many  of  which  bear 
much  ftronger  marks  of  a lefs  honourable  origin,  than  this 
compofition  in  queftion.  Though  the  ftyle  and  plan  of  this 
hymn  appears  to  me  (as  well  as  to  the  celebrated  editor)  in- 
ferior to  Homer,  and  in  fome  places  unworthy  of  him,  yet 
this  argument,  depending  on  the  tafte  and  feelings  of  the 
.reader,  will  not  operate  on  all  with  equal  force  ; nor  will 
even  they  who  allow  its  inferiority  to  the  other  productions 

^ Homeri  Hymnus  in  Cefarem  nunc  ad  Alexiph. — Grammaticus  vetus  aptid  At* 
.primum  editus  a Davide  Ruhnkenin.  latium  de  Fatr.  Horn.  Sic,  Pro-'f. 

f P.  VII.  Sc  VIII.  Scholialles  Nicandri 
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of  the  divine  poet,  be  immediately  inclined  to  grant  the 
‘ — , — » conclufion,  that  it  is  not  his  work  ; becaufe  that  objedtion 
may  be  removed  by  fuppoling,  that  Homer  might  in  one 
particular  compofition  fall  below  his  ufual  ftandard  of  per- 
fedlion.  A ftronger  proof  againft  its  originality  may  be 
drawn  from  the  words,  phrafes^  and  inflexions  occurring  in 
this  poem,  which  are  either  of  a later  date  than  the  age  of 
Homer,  or  not  found  in  his  unfufpeded  works.  Some  of 
thefe  the  editor  has  enumerated  "'K 

The  claflical  reader  who  is  defirous  of  further  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  genuinenefs  of  this  antient  poem,  is 
referred  to  the  laft  edition  of  the  Hymn  by  Ruhnkenius,  and 
to  the  Preface  of  Mr.  Hole’s  Tranllation  t. 

* The  hymn  to  Ceres  has  fufFered'  many  make  in‘his  name  to  Ceres ; thefe  Rhea  re- 
mutilations  and  corruptions.  ^ It  may  not  peats,  v.  461 — 464.-  The  465th  verfe  con- 
beimproper  to  produce  an  inltance.  Among  lifting  of  the  fame  words  with  the  447th, 
other  particulars,  in  which  this  hymn  re-  the  copier  of  the  poem  abfurdly  tranfcribed 
fembles  the  Iliad  and  OdylTey,  one  of  the  the  five  following  lines  (v.  448 — 452.),  and 
moft  confpicuous  is  that  prouenefs  to  itera-  probably  omitted  at  leaft  as  many,  which 
tion,  which  makes  a diftinguifliing  feature  originally  connefted  this  part  with  the  fe»- 
of  Homer.  The  author  of  this  hymn,  from  quel. 

v.  44.;  to  447  inclufive,  mentions  the  pro-  f Homer’s  Hymn  to  Ceres  tranflated' 
mifes  which  Jupiter  commiffions  Rhea  to  into  Englifli  verfe  by  Richard.Hole,LL.  B,. 
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Retail  trade  in  the  K\nX.2igoxo^.----Market  for  the  fale  of  houjes, 

— Expedition  ufed  in  building  wooden  Jlrudiures, — Excels 
lence  of  the  police  in  cafes  of  riot  or  fire. — Chefs  very  com- 
mon in  Ruffia. — Account  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital. — 
Excurfion  to  the  monaflery  of  the  Holy  Trinity. — Delays  of 
the  poji. — Defcription  of  the  monaflery. — "Tomb  of  Maria 
titular  queen  of  Livonia. — I’be  bijiory  of  that  queen  and  of 
her  huJbandM.2igw\x%, — "Tomb  and  charadler  of  Boris  Go- 
dunof. 

T\ /T  O S G O W is  the  centre  of  the  inland  commerce  of  chap. 

Ruffia,  and  particularly  connedls  the  trade  between . . 

Europe  and  Siberia. 

The  only  navigation  to  this  city  is  formed  by  the  Mofkva, 
which,  falling  into  the  Occa  near  Columna,  communicates 
by  means  of  that  river  with  the  Volga  But,  as  the 
Moilcva  is  only  navigable  in  Spring  upon  the  melting  of 
the  fnows,  the  principal  merchandize  is  conveyed  to  and 
from  Mofcow  upon  fledges  in  winter. 

The  whole  retail  commerce  of  this  city  is  carried  on  in 
the  Khitaigorod,  where,  according  to  a cuftom  common  in 
Ruffia,  as  well  as  in  mold  kingdoms  of  the  Eaft,  all  the  ffiops 
are  colleded  together  in  one  fpot.  The  place  is  like  a kind 
of  fair,  confiffing  of  many  rows  of  low  brick  buildings  ; 
the  interval  between  them  refembling  alleys.  Thefe 
ffiops  or  booths  occupy  a confiderable  fpace  ; they  do  not, 


* For  the  communication  of  the  Volga  with  the  Baltic,  fee  the  chapter  on  the  Inland 
Navigation  of  Ruffia  in  'the  next  volume. 
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BOOK  as  ^vith  us,  make  part  of  tke  houfes  inhabited  bv  the  tradef- 

III  ^ 

men,  but  are  quite  detached  from  their  dwellings,  which- 
for  the  moft  part  are  at  fome  diftance  in  another  quarter  of 
the  town.  The  tradefman  comes  to  his  fhop  in  the  morn- 
ing, remains  there  all  day,,  and  returns  home  to  his  family 
in  the  afternoon.  Every  trade  has  its  feparate  department 
and  they  who  fell  the  fame  goods  have  booths  adjoining  to 
each  other.  Furs  and  Ikins  form  the  moft  confiderable  ar- 
ticle of  commerce  in  Mofcow,  and  the  ihops  which  vend; 
thofe  commodities  occupy  feveral  ftreets. 

Among  the  curiolities  of  Mofcow,.  I muft  not  omit  the 
market  for  the  fale  of  houfes.  It  is^  held  in  a large  open^ 
fpace  in  one  of  the  fuburbs,  and  exhibits  a great  variety  of 
ready-made  h&ufes^  thickly  ftrewed  upon  the  ground.  The 
purchafer  who  wants  a dwelling,  repairs  to  this  fpot,  men- 
tions the  number  of  rooms  he  requires,  examines  the  different 
timbers,  wdiich  are  regularly  numbered,  and  bargains  for 
that  which  fuits  him.  The  houfe  is  fometimes  paid  for 
on  the  fpot,  and  taken  away  by  the  purchafer  or  fome- 
times the  vender  contrails  to  tranfport  and  eredl  it  upon  the 
place  w'here  it  is  defigned  to  ftand,.  It  may  appear  incredible 
to  affert,  that  a dwelling  may  be  thus  bought,  removed,, 
raifed,  and  inhabited,  vdthin  the  fpace  of  a week  ; but  w^e 
ihall  conceive  it  pradicable  by  confidering  that  thefe  ready- 
made houfes  are  in  general  merely  colleilicns-of  trunks  of 
trees,  tenanted  and  mortaifed  at  each  extremity  into  one 
another,  fo  that  nothing  more  is  required  than  the  labour  of: 
tranfporting  and  re-adjufting  them. 

but  this  fummary  mode  of  building  is  not  always  pecur 
liar  to  the  meaner  hovels  ; as  w'ooden  fti  iiilures  of  very  large 
dimenfions  and  handfomc  appearance  are  occafionally  formed 
in  llulfia  with  an  expedition  almoft  inconceivable  to  the  in- 
5 habitants- 
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liabitants  of  other  countries.  A remarkable  inftance  of  this  chap. 

VI. 

difpatch  was  difplayed  the  laft  time  the  emprefs  came  tO' — . — - 
Mofcow.  Her  majefly  propofed  to  refide  in  the  manlion  of 
prince  Galitzin,  which  is  efteemed  the  completed:  edifice  in 
this  city  ; but  as  it  was  not  fufficiently  fpacious  for  her  re- 
ception, a temporary  addition  of  wood,  larger  than  the 
original  houfe,  and  containing  a magnificent  fuite  of  apart- 
ments, was  began  and  finillied  within  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks. 

This  meteor-like  fabrkk  was  fo  handfome  and  commodious, 
that  the  materials,  which  were  taken  down  at  her  majedy’s 
departure,  were  to  be  re-conflrucSted,  as  a kind  of  imperial- 
villa,  upon  an  eminence  near  the  city. 

In  Mofcow  I obferved  an  admirable  police  for  preventing, 
riots,  or  for  Hopping  the  concourfe  of  people  in  cafe  of  fires, 
which  are  very  frequent  and  violent  in  thofe  parts,  where 
the  houfes  are  modly  of  wood,  and  the  Hreets  are  laid  with 
timber.  At  the  entrance  of  each  dreet  there  is  a cbevaiix- 
defrize  gate,  one  end  whereof  turns  upon  a pivot,  and  the 
other  rolls  upon  a wheel ; near  it  is  a centry-box,  in  which 
a man  is  occafionally  dationed.  In  times  of  riot  or  fire  the 
centinel  diuts  the  gate,  and  all  paffage  is  immediately  dopped. 

Chefs  is  fo  common  in  Ruflia,  that  durinn  our  continu- 
ance  at  Mofcow,  I fcarcely  entered  iitto  any  company  where 
parties  were  not  engaged  in  that  diverdon  ; and  I very  frc-- 
quently  obferved,  in  my  paffage  through  the  dreets,  the 
tradefmen  and  common  people  playing  it  before  the  doors 
of  their  drops  or  houfes.  The  Ruffians  are  edeemed  great 
proficients  in  chefs.  With  them  the  queen  has,  in  addition 
to  the  other  moves,  that  of  the  knight,  which,  according  to' 
Phillidor,  fpoils  the  game,  but  which  certainly  renders  it 
more  complicated  and  difficult,  and  of  courfe  more  intered- 
ing.  The  Ruffians  have  alfo  another  method  of  playing  at 
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chefs,  namely,  with  four  perfons  at  the  fame  time,  two 
. , ^ againft  two ; and  for  this  purpofe  the  board  is  longer  than  ufu- 

al,  contains  more  men,  and  is  provided  with  a greater  num- 
ber of  fquares.  I was  informed,  that  this  method  is  more 
difEcult,  but  far  more  agreeable,  than  the  common  game. 

Among  the  public  inftitutions  of  Mofcow,  the  moft  re- 
markable is  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  endowed  in  1764  by 
the  prefent  emprefs,  and  fupported  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions and  legacies,  and  other  charitable  gifts.  In  order  to 
encourage  donations,  her  majefty  grants  to  all  benefad;ors 
fome  valuable  privileges,  and  a certain  degree  of  rank  in  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  of  their  liberality.  Among  the  prin- 
cipal contributors  muft  be  mentioned  a private  merchant, 
named  Dimidof^^',  a perfon  of  great  wealth,  who  has  ex- 
pended in  favour  of  this  charity  above  ^r  00,000.  The 
hofpital,  which  is  lituated  in  a very  airy  part  of  the 
town  upon  a gentle  afcent  near  the  river  Molkva,  is  an  im- 
raenfe  pile  of  building  of  a quadrangular  flaape,  part  of 
which  was  only  finilhed  when  we  were  at  Mofcow.  It  con- 
tained, at  that  time,  3000  foundlings ; and,  when  the  whole 
is  completed,  will  receive  8000. 

I'hc  children  are  brought  to  the  porter’s  lodge,  and  ad- 
mitted without  any  recommendation.  The  rooms  are  lofty 
and  large  ; the  dormitorieK,  which  are  feparate  from  the 
work  rooms,  are  very  airy,  and  the  beds  are  not  crouded  : 
each  foundling,  even  each  infant,  has  a feparate  bed  ; the 
])cdlleads  are  of  hon ; the  flicets  are  changed  every  week, 
and  the  linen  three  times  a week.  In  going  over  the  rooms, 
I was  particularly  Ifruck  with  their  neatnefs  ; even  the  nur- 
feries  being  uncommonly  clean,  and  without  any  unwhole- 

♦ The  anccflors  of  this  gentleman  firft  ciifeovercd  and  worked  the  richeil  mines  of 
Siberia;  Ironi  whence  l.is-family  aetiuired  immenlc  riclics. 
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fome  frnells.  No  cradles  are  allowed,  and  rocking  is  par- 
ticularly  forbidden.  The  infants  are  not  fwaddled  accord- ' — , — 
ing  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  butloofely  dreffed. 

The  dire6tor  obligingly  favoured  us  with  his  company, - 
and  Ihowed  us  the  foundlings  at  their  refpedlive  works. 
Immediately  upon  his  appearance  the  children  crouded 
round  him ; fome  took  hold  of  his  arm fome  held  by  his 
coat  ;=  others  kiffed  his  hand,  and-  they  all  exprefled  the 
higheft  fatisfaihon.  Thefe  natural  and  unfeigned  marks  of 
regard  were  the  mofl:  convincing  proofs  of  his  mildnefs  and 
good-nature for  children,  when  ill  ufed,  naturally  crouch 
before  thofe  who  have,  the  management  of  them.  I could 
be  no  judge  merely  in  vifiting  the  hofpital,  whether  the 
children  were  well  inftrucTed,  and  the  regulations  well  ob- 
ferved;  but  I was  perfectly  convinced,  from  their  behaviour, 
that  they  were  in  general;  happy  and  contented,  and  could 
perceive  from  their  looks  that  they  were  remarkably  healthy. 

This  latter  circumftance  muft  be  owing  ro  the  uncommon 
care,  which  is  paid,  to  cleanlinefs  both  in  their  perfons  and 
rooms. 

The  foundlings  are  divided  into  feparate  clalTes,  according 
to  their  refpeiSlive  ages.  The  children  remain  two  years  in 
the  nurfery,  when  they  are  admitted  into  the  loweif  clafs ; 
the  boys  and  girls  continue  together  until  they  are  feven 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  they  are  feparated.  They  all 
learn  to  read,  write,  and  cah  accounts.  The  boys  are  taught 
to  knit ; they  occafionally  card  hemp,  flax,  and  wool,  ainh 
work  in  the  different  manufadlures.  The  girls  learn  to  knit, 
net,  and  all  kinds  of  needle-work;  they  fpin  and  weave 
lace  ; they  are  employed  in  cookery,  baking,  and  houle-work 
of  all  forts. 
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BOOK  3ge  of  fourteen  the  foundlings  enter  into  the  firft 

> — clafs ; when  they  have  the  liberty  of  chuhng  any  particular 
branch  of  trade ; and  for  this  purpofe  there  are  dhferent 
fpecies  of  manufactures  eftablithed  in  the  hofpital,  of  which 
the  principal  are  embroidery,  filk  ilockings,  ribbands,  lace, 
gloves,  buttons,  and  cabinet-work.  A feparate  room  is  ap- 
propriated to  each  trade. 

Some  boys  and  ghls  are  inftrudfed  in  the  French  and 
German  languages,  and  a few  boys  in  the  Latin  tongue ; 
others  learn  mufic,  drawing,  and  dancing. 

About  the  age  of  twenty,  the  foundlings  receive  a fum  of 
money,  and  feveral  other  advantages,  which  enable  them  to 
follow  their  trade  in  any  part  of  the  empire  ; a very  confider- 
able  privilege  in  Rullia,  where  the  peafantsare  flaves,  andean- 
not  leave  their  village  without  the  permiffion  of  their  raafter. 

In  another  vifit  which  I paid  to  this  hofpital  I faw  the 
foundlings  at  dinner  : the  girls  and  boys  dine  feparately. 
The  dining  rooms,  which  are  upon  the  ground-floor,  are 
large  and  vaulted,  and  diftindl  from  their  work  rooms.  The 
firft  clafs  fit  at  table  ; the  reft  ftand  • the  little  children  are 
attended  by  fervants but  thofe  of  the  firft  and  fecond  clafs 
alternately  wait  upon  each  other.  The  dinner  confifted  of 
beef  and  mutton  boiled  in  broth,  with  rice ; I tafted  both, 
and  they  were  remarkably  good  : the  bread  was  very  fweet, 
and  was  baked  in  the  houfe,  chiefly  by  the  foundlings. 
Each  foundling  has  a napkin,  pewter- pi  ate,  a knife,  fork, 
and  fpoon  : the  napkin  and  table-doth  are  clean  three  times 
in  the  week.  They  rife  at  fix,  dine  at  eleven,  and  fup  at 
fix.  The  little  children  have  bread  at  feven,  and  at  four. 
'vVhen  they  arc  not  employed  in  their  necefiary  occupations, 
the  utmoft  freedom  is  allowed,  and  they  are  ciKouraged  to 
])e  as  much  in  the  air  as  polfible.  The  whole  was  a lovely 
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light ; and  the  countenances  of  the  children  expreffed  the 
utmofl  content  and  happinefs.  ' — . — ^ 

In  the  hofpital  there  is  a theatre  in  which  all  the  deco- 
rations are  the  work  of  the  foundlings  : they  conlfruded  the 
itage,  painted  the  fcenes,  and  made  the  drefles.  I was  pre- 
fent  at  the  reprefentation  of  the  Honnete  Criminel^  and  the 
comic  opera,  Le  Devin  du  Village^  both  tranflated  into  the 
Ruffian  tongue.  Not  underftanding  the  language,  I could 
be  no  judge  whether  they /poke  with  propriety  ; but  I was 
furprized  at  the  eafe  with  which  they  trod  the  Rage,  and  was 
pleafed  with  the  gracefulnefs  of  their  adion.  There  were 
Ibme  agreeable  voices  in  the  02:>era.  The  orcheftra  was  filled 
with  a band  by  no  means  contemjffible,  which  confided  en- 
tirely of  foundlings,  exce^^ting  the  firft  violin,  who  was  their 
mufick-mafter.  On  this  occalion  the  ^ilay  was  not,  as  ufual, 
concluded  with  a ballet,  becaufe  the  principal  y)erformer  was 
indifpofed,  which  was  no  fmall  difaiDpointment,  as  we  were 
informed  that  they  dance  ballets  with  great  tade  and  ele- 
gance. 

The  emprefs,  I am  told,  is  induced  to  countenance  thea- 
trical reprefentations  in  a feminary  of  this  kind,  from  a defire 
of  diffufing  among  her  fubjecds  that  fpecies  of  entertainment, 
which  ffie  condders  a means  of  civilization,  and  of  enriching 
the  Ruffian  theatres  with  a condant  fupy)ly  of  performers. 

Many  and  great  are  the  advantages  of  this  excellent  charity. 

It  difFufes  a knowlege  of  the  arts  among  the  peo^de  ; en- 
creafes  the  number  of  free  fubjecds ; and  above  all  has  con- 
liderably  diminiffied  the  horrid  pracdife  of  dedroying  infants, 
fo  prevalent  in  thefe  parts  before  the  inditution  of  the  hofi^jital. 

We  were  unwilling  to  quit  this  part  of  the  country  with- 
out paying  a vifit  to  Troitfkoi  Kloder,  or  the  monadery  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  which  is  didinguidied  in  the  annals  of  this 
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BOOK  country  as  the  afylum  for  the  Ruffian  fovereigns  in  cafes  of 
— infurre(5iion  and  danger,  and  is  more  particularly  known  to 
foreigners  for  the  refuge  it  afforded  to  Peter  the  Great,  when 
he  put  an  end  to  the  adminiftration  of  his  lifter  Sophia 
The  diftance  from  Mofcow  tq  the  monaftery  being  forty 
miles,  we  ordered  poft-horfes  to  be  ready  at  five  in  the  morn-- 
ing,  with  an  intention  of  viewing  the  conyent,  and  returning 
to  this  city  by  night.  We  thought  that  we  ftiould  eafily 
have  made  this  excurfion  in  the  time  propofed ; but  obftacles 
continually  occur  in  foreign  countries,  unforefeen  by  thofe 
who  are  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  manners  of  the 
natives  ; and  the  moft  trivial  circumftances,  which  if  known 
are  readily  obviated,  produce,  when  unknown,  confiderab.le 
embarrafsments.  Some  petty  diftreffes  of  this  defcription 
lengthened  our  expedition  from  one  to  three  days. 

We  rofe  at  five  in  the  morning,  but  were  detained  by  the 
want  of  poft-horfes,  which  we  found  great,  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing, notwithftanding  that  our  orders  for  them  were  figned 
by  the  governur  of  the  province  and  the  governor  of  the  city, 
and  although  we  importuned  the  poft-mafter  with  repeated 
meffages.  The  cafe  is,  that  as  the  price  for  the  hire  of 
horfes  is  very  inconfiderable,  the  owners  can  employ  them 
m other  fervices  to  greater  advantage  : and  on  this  account 
a ftranger,  unlefs  he  is  accompanied  with  a Ruffian  foldier  to 
quicken  the  expedition  of  thofe  who  furnifti  the  poft,  muft 
neceffarily  meet  with  infinite  delays  in  travelling  through 
this  country.  We  were,  indeed,  ftrongly  advifed  by  fome 
of  our  acquaintance  to  ufe  this  precaution  ; but,  thinking 
that  we  fliould  have  no  occafion  for  it  during  fo  ftiort  a 
iouiney,  w^e  imprudently  omitted  it,  to  our  great  inconveni- 
ence, as  we  foon  experienced. 

•*  See  Chap.  VIII- 
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After  waiting  nine  hours  we  at  length  thought  ourfelves 
fortunate  in  feeing  the  poft-horfes  make  their  appearance ' — ^ ' 
about  two  in  the  afternoon  ; and  fat  off  with  an  expeflation 
of  proceeding  without  interruption  to  Bretofihina,  where 
we  knew  that  a relay  was  waiting  for  us.  But  our  drivers 
flopped  at  a village  only  four  miles  from  Mofcow,  and  pe- 
remptorily refufed  to  carry  us  any  farther.  In  vain  we  pro- 
duced our  order  for  horfes ; they  contended  that  it  autho- 
rized us  only  to  take  them  from  village  to  village  ; and  up- 
on the  flrength  of  that  conftrucflioii  returned  without  fur- 
ther ceremony  to  Mofcow.  Two  hours  more  were  noiv  em- 
ployed, and  much  broken  Ruffian  fpoken  by  our  Bohemian 
interpreter,  before  we  were  able  to  prevail  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place  to  fupply  us  with  horfes,  who  depofited 
us  in  a village  about  the  diftance  of  three  miles  ; where  all 
the  old  procefs  of  altercation,  threats,  and  promifes,  were 
again  renewed.  In  this  manner  we  continued  wrangling 
and  proceeding  from  village  to  village,  which  unfortunately 
lay  very  thick  in  this  part  of  the  country,  until  near  mid- 
night, wffien  we  found  ourfelves  at  Klifma,  only  feventeen 
miles  from  Mofcow,  where  we  took  up  our  abode  in  a pea- 
fant’s  cottage.  Our  Bohemian  fervant  having  fortunately 
devoted  great  part  of  the  night  in  rambling  to  different 
houfes,  and  adjufting  the  difficult  negotiation  for  frefli 
horfes,  we  w^ere  able  to  depart  almoft  by  day-break ; and 
had  the  ftill  farther  fatisfadlion  to  pafs  over  the  imtuejife 
fpace  of  feven  miles  without  either  halt  or  delay  ; fo  that  by 
eight  in  the  morning  we  reached,  much  to  our  furprize, 
Bretofffiina,  which  flands  about  half-w’^ay  between  Mofcow 
and  the  convent.  Here  we  found  a Ruffian  ferjeant,  wdiom 
prince  Volkonfki  had  obligingly  fent  forwards  to  procure  the 
Z z 2 horfes, 
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horfes,  which  he  had  promifed  we  fhould  find  in  this  place^ 
» — ^ and  to  accompany  us  during  the  remainder  of  our  journey  : 
the  experience  of  the  preceding  day  had  taught  us  the  value 
of  this  military  attendant. 

At  Bretoffiiina  we  viewed  a palace  built  by  Alexey  Ml- 
chaelovitch,  in  which  he  frequently  refided  ; it  is  a long 
wooden  building,  painted  yellow,  only  one  ftory  in  height, 
containing  a fuite  of  fmall  and  low  rooms.  This  palace  (if  it 
deferves  that  name)  has  long  been  uninhabited.  The  em- 
prefs,  pleafed  with  the  beauty  of  the  fituation,  and  refpecSl- 
ing  a place  which  had  once  been  the  favourite  refidence  of 
Peter  the  Great’s  father,  purpofed  to  build  a large  brick  pa- 
lace near  the  fite  of  the  old  manlion;  and  part  of  the  mate- 
rials were  already  colledled  for  that  purpofe.  Upon  our  re- 
turn. to  the  village  we  ordered  the  horfes,  and  were  pleafedr 
to  find  our  order  obeyed  almofl:  as  foon  as  it  was  ilTued  we 
had,  indeed,  a very  fuccefsful  agent  in  our  friend  the  ferjeant ; 
for  the  peafants,  who  were  beginning  to  wrangle  among 
themfelves,  and  to  make  their  ufual  altercations,  were  inftan- 
taneoufiy  difperfed  by  his  cudgel,  whofe  eloquence  was  more 
perfuafive  than  the  moft  pathetic  remonftrances.  The  pea- 
fants were  certainly  accuftomed  to  this  fpecies  of  rhetorick  ; 
for  they  bore  it  patiently,  and  with  perfed;  good  humour 
and,  the  moment  they  were  feated  upon  the  box,  began 
whifiling  and  finging  their  national  fongs  as  ufual.  We 
now  continued  our  route,  and  arrived  at  the  convent,  though 
(lifiant  from  Bretoffliina  about  twenty  miles,,  without  once 
hopping  to  change  horfes. 

Troitfkoi  Sergief  Klofter,  or  the  Monaftery  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  is  fo  large  as  at  a little  diftance  to  have  the  appear- 
ance of  a fmall  town  ; and,  like  many  convents  in  this 
country,  is  firongly  fortified,  according  to  the  antient  mode 
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of  defence,  being  furrounded  with  high  brick  walls, 
ftrengthened  with  battlements  and  towers.  The  parapet  is ' — , — ^ 
roofed  with  wood,  and  the  walls  and  towers  are  provided  with 
holes  for  mulkets  and  cannon  ; the  whole  is  furrounded 
by  a deep  ditch.  This  place  hood  feveral  lieges ; and  par- 
ticularly baffled  all  the  efforts  of  Ladiflaus  prince  of  Poland,, 
who  attacked  it  with  a large  army. 

Befide  the  convent  or  habitation  for  the  monks,  the  walls 
enclofe  an  imperial  palace,  and  nine  large  churches  con- 
ftrucled  by  different  fovereigns.  The  convent  is  a large 
range  of  building  encircling  a court,  and  is  far  too  fpacious 
for  the  prefent  inhabitants : it  formerly  contained  300 
monks,  and  a proportionate  number  of  fludents  ; and  was 
the  richeft  ecclefiaftical  foundation  in  Ruffia.  The  fraternity 
pofTeffed  confiderable  eflates  which  contained  at  leaft. 
LOQ,ooo  peafants  : thefe  eftates,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
church-lands,  being  now  annexed  to  the  crown,  the  mem- 
bers receive  fmall  penfions.  With  their  revenues  their 
number  has  been  greatly  diminifhed,  and  they  fcarcely 
amount  at  prefent  to  100  monks.  Their  habit  is  black, 
with  a veil  of  the  fame  colour ; they  eat  no  meat,  and  the 
difcipline  of  the  order,  is  very  ftricSt,  Within  the  convent  is 
a feminary  for  the  education  of  perfons  intended  for  the 
clergy  ; which  contained,  as  we  were  informed,  about  200- 
ftudenfs. 

The  imperial  palace,  which  was  much  frequented  when 
the  fovereign  refided  at  Mofcow,  is  fmall ; one  of  the  apart- 
ments is  ornamented  with  reprefentations  in  ftucco  of  the 
j'rincipal  adions  of  Peter  the  Great.  The  churches  are  like 
al  he  churches  which  fell  under  my  obfervation,  fuperb 
a:.  ' splendid,  and  extremely  rich  in  gold  and  filvcr  orna- 
: , and  cohly  veflments.  The  principal  church  has  a. 

cupola; 
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BOOK  cupola  and  four  domes,  the  former  is  of  copper  gilt,  the  latter 

of  tin  or  iron  painted  green.  We  afcended  a new  belfry,  built 

by  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  which  is  not  an  inelegant  piece  of 
architecture  : it  commands  a fine  view  of  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, which  is  gently  waving,  richly  cultivated,  producing 
much  grain,  and  thickly  ftrewed  with  villages.  The  archi- 
mandrite or  abbot  of  the  monaftery  being  abfent,  we  could 
not  obtain  permiflion  to  fee  the  library,  which  occafioned 
fome  regret,  becaufe,  according  to  Bufching,  it  contains  a 
curious  collection  of  books 

In  the  principal  church  a few  tombs  drew  my  attention. 

The  firil  was  that  of  Maria  queen  of  Livonia,  probably 
the  only  perfon  who  ever  bore  that  title,  an  empty  honour, 
which  fhe  may  truly  be  faid  to  have  purchafed  at  a dear 
rate.  Maria,  lineally  defcended  from  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  I. 
was  a relation  of  Ivan  II.  as  will  plainly  appear  by  the  follow- 
ing genealogical  table. 

Ivan  Vaflilievitch  I. 

, ^ , 


Vaflili  Ivanovitch. 


Ivan  Vaflilievitch  II. 


Andrew  Ivanovitch  of 
Staritra,  died  1537. 

"n. 

Volodimir  Andrevitch, 
died  1570. 

Maria,  maried  to  Magnus. 


Eudokia, 


She  efpoufed  in  1573  Magnus  duke  of  Holftein  t,  at  that 

time 


* Kiifching’s  Erd-befehreibung.  V.  I.  by  feveral  different  appellations.  He  is 
p.  H'}.  fometimes  ftyled  king  of  Livonia,  from  his 

f This  Magnus  was  fon  of  Chriftian  III.  mock-fovereignty  in  that  country;  fome- 
kiDg  ot  Denmark  ; and  is  known  in  hiftory  times  duke  ot  Holftein,  from  his  inheriting 
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time  titular  king  of  Livonia,  who  was  raifed  to  that  dignity  chap. 
by  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  in  a very  extraordinary  manner. . 
Livonia,  bordering  upon  Ruffia,  Sweden,  and  Poland,  and 
reciprocally  claimed  and  poffelTed  by  thofe  three  powers, 
was,  in  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century,  partly  free, 
partly  fubjedt  to  Poland,  and  partly  to  the  Swedes,  when  the 
tzar  made  an  irruption  into  that  province,  and  conquered  a 
fmall  portion.  Well  acquainted,  however,  with  the  averfion 
of  the  natives  to  the  Ruffian  fceptre,  he  declared,  that  he  had 
entered  their  country  with  no  interefled  views  ; that  he  had 
no  other  ambition  than  to  refcue  them  from  the  Swedifli 
yoke  ; that  he  himfelf  renounced  all  right  of  conqueft. 
Would  Ryle  himfelf  their  protestor;  and  propofed  that  they 
ffiould  elecR  for  their  fovereign  Magnus,  w’hofe  brother,  Fre- 
deric II.  king  of  Denmark,  had  fome  pretenlions  to  Livonia. 

This  propofal  being  cheerfully  complied  with  by  a great 
party  among  the  natives,  the  tzar  difpatched  an  embaffy  to 
Magnus,  who  accepted  the  proffered  crown,  repaired  without 
delay  to  Mofcow,  where  he  was  formally  inftalled  in  his  new 
dignity,  upon  condition  of  efpoufing  Maria,  and  of  paying 
an  annual  tribute  to  the  tzar. 

Magnus,  however,  was  Rill  only  a titular  fovereign,  being 
oppofed  by  the  Swedes,  who  maintained  a large  army  in  • 
Livonia,  and  not  unanimouRy  acknowledged  even  by  the 
natives.  After  a fruitlefs  attempt  to  take  pofleffion  of  his 
crown,  he  continued  to  difplay  his  mock-dignity  at  Mofcow. 

a portion  of  that  duchy  upon  the  deceafe  of  “ Wick,  Bidiop  ofCoiirland,  Adminiftrator 
his  father;  and  bifliop  of  iEfel,  from  his  “of  the  biftioprick  of  Reval,  Heir  of  Nor- 
exchanging  his  part  of  Holftein  for  the  “ way,  Duke  of  Schlefwick,  Holftcin,  Stor- 
biiliopricks  of  jEfel  and  Courland,  which  “ mar,  and  Ditmarfli,  Cotint  of  Olden- 
he  lecularifed.  Holberg,  the  Danifb  hillo-  “ burgh  and  Delmenhurft.”  Titles,  as  the 
rian,  mentions  a bond  for  1500  marks,  hi (forian  remarks,  which  could  not  procure 
which  was  thus  figned.  “ We  Magnus,  by  him  a fmall  .fum  of  money  without  his 
“ the  grace  of  Gcd,  Lord  of  iEfel  and  bond.  Holberg,  V.  li.  p.  488. 
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At  length,  in  1577,  being  ^fcorted  to  Livonia  by  the  tzar, 
— , — '•  at  the  head  of  50,000  troops,  he  obtained  his  portion  of  the 
province,  the  town  of  Wenden  and  the  adjacent  territory, 
the  remainder  being  referved  to  Ruilia. 

Magnus  was  fcarcely  admitted  into  Wenden,  where  he 
w'as  received  with  grc^t  demonftrations  of  joy,  than,  defpif- 
iog  a precarious  and  dependant  fovereignty,  he  was  piovailed 
upon  by  his  new  fubje6fs,  ever  averfe  to  the  Ruffian  yoke, 
to  form  a fecret  alliance  with  the  king  of  Poland,  and  to 
Gounteradf  the  tzar’s  progrefs  in  Livonia.  Ivan,  apprized  of 
this  negotiation,  determined  to  chaftife  the  perfidy  of  Mag- 
nus, by  precipitating  him  from  that  throne,  which  he  had 
fo  lately  affifted  him  in  afcending.  Whth  this  view  he  laid 
immediate  fiege  to  Wenden  with  fo  numerous  an  army,  that 
the  inhabitants,  finding  all  oppofition  inefFe6tual,  propofed 
to  capitulate.  Magnus  himfelf  carried  the  terms  of  capitu- 
lation, and,  advancing  to  fupplicate  the  incenfed  monarch, 
threw  himfelf  at  his  feet,  and  interceded  for  the  town. 
The  tzar,  fpurning  at  him  with  his  foot  and  ftriking 


* Henning,  author  of  the  Livonian  Chro- 
nicle, relates  this  tranfadlion  more  to  the 
honour  of  Ivan-  He  is  thus  quoted  by  the 
authors  of  the  Univerfal  Hiflory,  vol. 
XXXV.  p 242.  “ The  tzar  laid  fiege  to 

“ the  place,  till,  at  the  earnefi;  requefi;  of 
“ the  citizens,  Magnus,  with  only  a few  at- 
“ tendants,  went  into  the  tzar’s  camp,  and, 
“ falling  on  his  knees,  begged  pardon  for 
“ himfelf  and  the  city.  Balilowitz  no  fooner 
“ law  the  king  of  J-ivonia  thus  profirate 
“ before  him,  than  he  difmounted  from  his 
“ horfe,  and  defired  him  to  rife,  returned 
“ him  his  fword,  and,  after  reproaching 
“ him  with  the  ingratitude  of  his  late  con- 
“ xioft,  freely  pardoned  him  and  the  city, 
'•  and  affured  them  of  his  protedtion.  At 
“ this  inltant  a cannon  ball  from  the  cafile 
“ narrowly  naifTcd  killing  the  tzar  j which 


“ fo  incenfed  him,  that  he  mounted  his  horfe 
“ and  rode  away  direftly,  fwearing  by  St. 
“ Nicholas,  that  for  this  frefli  inllance  of 
“ perfidy,  every  perfon  in  Wenden  fhould 
“ luffer  death.  Magnus  was  then  put  under 
“ an  arreft  in  a farm-houfe,  and  obliged  to 
“ fign  an  obligation,  by  which  he  engaged 
“ to  pay  the  tzar  40,000  Hungarian  florins 
“ by  the  next  Chriflmas,  as  a fatisfadlion 
“ for  the  money  taken  from  Polubenlki ; 
“ and  in  cafe  of  failure  of  payment  at  that 
“ time,  to  forfeit  double  the  fnm,  and  re- 
“ main  a prifoner  at  Mofeow  till  the  whole 
“ fliould  be  difeharged.”  I have  followed 
the  principal  hiftorians  of  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark, alio  Heidenflein,  and  Oderborg,  who 
feem  to  have  given  the  mofl  probable  ac- 
count of  this  event. 
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him  ill  the  face,  loaded  him  with  reproaches  for  his  ingra- 
titude,  and  ordered  him  to  prifoii  ; then  entering  the  town, ' — , — 
his  troops  committed  every  fpecies  of  horror  and  devaftation. 

Many  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  retiring  into  the  citadel, 
determined  to  defend  it  to  the  lalt  extremity  ; but  foon  per- 
ceiving all  refiftance  to  be  fruitlefs,  .and  expecting  no  quarter, 
they  calmly  affembled,  received  the  facrarnent,  and  then  de- 
flroyed  themfelves  by  blowing  up  the  citadel.  Thus  ended 
the  kingdom  of  Livonia  four  years  after  it  had  been  ereCted 
into  a fovereignty.  Magnus,  who  thought  himfelf  extremely 
fortunate  to  obtain  his  enlargement  upon  paying  aeonfider- 
able  fum  of  money,  repaired,  with  his  confort  Maria,  to 
Pilten  in  Gourland,  where  he  died  in  1583,  in  extreme  dif- 
trefs  After  the  death  of  her  hufband,  Maria,  the  titular 
queen  of  Livonia,  v/as  enticed  into  Ruffia,  and  thrown  into  a 
nunnery  with  her  only  daughter  Eudokia  i.  She  was  never 
releafed  from  her  confinement,  and  the  time  of  her  deceafe 
is  uncertain.  The  remains,  both  of  the  queen  and  her 
daughter^  were  depofitedin  the  convent  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

In  the  fame  church  repofe  the  afiies-of  Boris  Feodorovitch 
Godunof,  who,  upon  the  demife  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch  in 
1597,  was  raifed  from  a private  flation  to  the  throne  of 
Ruffia.  It  is  a circum fiance  extremely  favourable  to  a vir- 
tuous conduifi,  that  a fovereign  cannot  commit  one  flagrant 
offence  without  the  imputation  of  many  others ; and  that 
fuppofititioLis  cruelties  are  always  added  to  acTs  of  real  ty- 
ranny. This- has  been  the  fate:  of  Boris  Godunof,  who, 
having  defervedly  acquired  the  deteftation  of  pofi-erity  by  the 
perpetration  of  one  crime,  has  been  unjufily  branded  with 
Infamy,  even  for  thofe  adiions  which  merit  the  Idglu  fi  ao- 
plaufe. 


Holberg.  V.  It.  p.  488. 
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Boris  Godunof  was  defcended  from  a Tartar  anceRor,  who 
'came  into  Ruffia  in  1329,  and,  having  embraced  Chrihi- 
anity,  affhmed  the  name  of  Zachary.  From  Simon  Godun, 
one  of  his  defcendants,  the  family  was  known  by  the  fur- 
name  of  Godunof,  and  became  greatly  diftinguifhed  by  the 
elevation  of  the  perfonage  who  is  now  under  confideration. 

Boris,  fon  of  Feodorivanovitch,  a nobleman  of  the  Ruffian 
court,  was  born  in  1522  ; and  in  the  20th  year  of  his  age 
was  appointed,  by  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  to  attend  the  perfon 
of  his  fon  prince  Ivan:  being  fucceffively  promoted  to  higher 
offices,  and  obtaining  additional  influence  by  the  marriage  of 
his  flfler  Irene  with  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  he  was,  upon  that 
monarch’s  fucceffion  to  the  throne,  created  privy  counfellor, 
mafler  of  the  horfe,  and  invefted  with  the  foie  direiflion  of 
affairs.  His  authority  w^as  fo  abfolute,  that  his  reign  may 
be  dated  from  the  acceffion  of  Feodor  ; he  wanted  only  the 
title  of  tzar,  and  all  the  a6Is  of  government  muft  be  attri- 
buted to  him. 

Upon  the  death  of  Feodor  without  iflue,  the  ele61:ion  fell 
unanimoufly  upon  Boris  Godunof,  who  owed  his  elevation 
to  the  high  opinion  which  all  parties  entertained  of  his  ca- 
pacity and  wifdora,  to  the  influence  of  his  After  Irene,  and  to 
the  artful  manner  with  which  he  afFe61:ed  to  decline,  while 
he  was  molt  ambitious  to  poflefs,  the  crown.  He  deferved 
his  elevation  by  his  confummate  abilities  and  popular 
manners;  and,  for  his  political  and  civil  deportment,  he  is 
juflly  ranked  among  the  greatefl  ftatefmen  of  his  age. 

IIapi)y  would  it  have  been  for  himfelf  and  his  country,  if 
he  had  united  moderation  and  humanity  to  thefe  fplendid 
qualities.  His  ])crfecution  of  feveral  noble  families,  who 
flood  in  the  way  of  his  ambitious  defigns,  and  ftill  more  the 
4 alfaffi- 
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aflaffination  of  Demetrius,  brands  his  character  with  inde- 
lible infamy.  But  while  we  allow  and  deteft  in  this  in 
fiance  the  full  extent  of  his  guilt,  let  not  our  horror  at 
this  tranfadlion  lead  us  to  raifreprefent  his  mod:  laudable 
adlions.  Let  us  not  affert  with  his  enemies,  that  in  order 
to  turn  the  attention  of  the  people  from  the  catailroi.he 
of  the  prince,  and  to  ingratiate  lumfelf  in  their  favour  by 
an  adl  of  public  munificence,  he  purpofely  let  fire  to  leveral 
parts  of  Mofcow,  that  he  might  rebuild  them  at  his  own  ex- 
pence. Nor  let  us,  no  lefs  abfurdly,  accule  him  of  pri- 
vately inviting  the  khan  of  the  Tartars  to  invade  RufTia, 
that  he  might  occupy  the  public  k with  a foreign  war,  and 
acquire  frefli  glory  by  repelling  the  enemy. 

We  may  add  to  the  lill  of  hh  fuppofititious  crimes, that  he 
poifoned  Feodor  f,  for  the  tzar  had  long  laboured  under  a 
declining  flate  of  health  I ; and,  the  year  before  his  death, 
had  requefted  a phyfician  from  England  §.  Even  his  pater- 
nal attention  and  unbounded  generohty  towards  his  fubjecls 
during  a famine,  which,  foon  after  his  elevation  to  the  throne, 
defolated  Mofcow,  has  been  turned  againft  him  ; for  preju- 
dice has  not  been  wanting  to  infinuate,  that,  from  an  abfurd 
delicacy,  he  would  not  permit  foreigners  tofupply  the  Ruffians 
in  their  extreme  diflrefs  with  corn;  and  that  he  joined  feveral 


* It  is  not  here  the  place  to  inquire  vv^he- 
ther  Eemetrius  was  really  aflaffinated,  or 
whether  he  cfcaped,  for  the  crime  of  Boris 
was  the  fame,  whether  his  orders  were  car- 
ried into  execution,  or  illuded.  See  the 
next  chapter. 

f I am  at  a lofs  to  know  where  the  com- 
piler of  the  article  of  Ruffia,  in  the  tlniver- 
fal  Hiftory,  obtained  the  following  anecdotCi 
“ Theodore  died,  after  a reign  of  twelve 
years,  not  without  fufpicion  of  having 
“ been  poifoned  by  his  brother-in-law. 
“ The  czarina  feemed  fo  fenfible  of  this, 

A a 


“ that  file  ftrongly  reproached  her  hrother, 
“ Boris  Godunof,  with  the  murder  of  her 
“ hufband,  and  would  never  fpeak  to  him 
“afterwards.”  Vol,  XXXV.  p.  273.  For 
all  authentick  hiliorians  agree,  that  his  ele- 
vation to  the  throne  was  finally  owing  to 
the  politive  recommendation  of  his  iilfcrthc 
tzarina,  whole  intercefiion  overcame  his  af- 
fedled  refufal  of  the  crown. 

i Fletcher  fays  of  P’eodor,  that  he  was 
inclining  to  a droply. 

§ As  appears,  from  a letter  in  the  RuHian 
archrves,. 
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banditti  in  plundering  the  ixoufes  of  the  rich  ; calumnies 
- — . — ^ which  have  been  ably  and  iinanfwerably  refuted  by  Mulleri 
‘But  the  higheft  fplendour  of  abilities,  and  even  the  moft 
upright  ufe  of  power,  will  not  compenfate  for  the  ill  means 
of  acquiring  it ; and  the  time  arrived,  'when  Boris  paid  the 
price  for  the  affaffination  of  Demetrius.  The  death  and 
charadfer  of  Boris' Godunof  are  thus  delineated  by  an  impar- 
tial hidorian  t. 

“ The  party  of  the  pretended  Demetrius  increafed  daily, 
and  the  Ruffians  flocked  to  him  from  all  quarters.  This 
circumftance,  joined  to  the  inadlivity  of  the  Ruffian  army, 
had  Rich  an  effedt  upon  Boris,  that,  driven  to  defjpair,  he 
fwallowed  poifonj.  The  accounts  are  falfe,  which  attribute 
his  death  to  a poifon  given  to  him  by  one  Peter  Bofmanof ; 
or  which  relate  that  while  he  was  giving  audience  to 
fome  foreign  embaffadors,  he  was  fiezed  with  a violent 
colic,  and  foon  afterwards  the  blood  guffied  from  his 
mouth,  nofe,  and  ears.  He  felt  the  firft  effedls  of  the 
poifon  at  dinner,  and  the  fymptoms  were  fo  violent,  that 
he  had  fcarcely  time  to  enter  into  the  monaftic  order  be- 
fore  he  expired.  According  to  the  Ruffian  cuftom,  he 
changed  his  name  from  Boris  to  Bogolep.  His  deceafe 
happened  on  the  13th  of  April,  or  the  23d,  according  to 
‘‘  the  new  Ifyle,  1605,  after  a reign  of  eight  years  and 
two  months. 

“ It  muft  be  allowed  that  his  death  was  a great  lofs  to 
‘‘  Ruffia  ; for  if  we  except  the  unjuftifiable  means  by  which 
“ he  raifed  himfelf  to  the  throne,  and  the  cruelty  with 

* This  report,  Mr.  Muller  conjeflures,  f Muller,  Ibid.  p.  247. 

arofe  from  his  compcHiug  the  bilhops  and  + Captain  Margaret  fays,  that  he  died  of 

nobles,  who  had  a iuperfluity  of  corn,  to  an  apoplexy.  Etat  de  Ja  Ruflie,  p.  118. 
dilp  rfe  of  it  to  the  poor  at  an  under  price. 

S.  R.  G.  V. 
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which  he  perfecuted  feveral  illuftrious  families,  particu- 

lariy  the  houfe  of  Romanof,  he  muft  be  efteemed  an  ex-  > — , 

‘‘  cellent  fovereign.  Ambition  and  revenge  were  his  prin- 
cipal  vices  ; on  the  contrary,  his  penetration  and  fagacity, 

‘‘  his  affability  and  munificence,  his  political  knowledge,  his 
diligence  in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  his  afliduity  ia 
introducing  into  Ruffia  the  improvements  of  foreign  na- 
tions,  in  a word,  his  unwearied  attention  to  promote  the 
“ advantage  of  his  country,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fubjecRs, 

‘‘  were  confpicuous  parts  of  his  character.  We  are  apt  to 
“ overlook  the  vices  of  a fovereign  in  confideration  of  his 
princely  virtues,  and  in  this  refpedl  Boris  is  entitled  to  our 
“ efteem.  When  we  add  to  thefe  confiderations  the  long 
chain  of  calamities  which  fucceeded  his  death,  his  lofs 
‘‘  could  not  but  be  fenfibly  felt.”  His  remains  were  at  firft 
depofited  in  the  Imperial  fepulchre  at  Mofcow ; but  were 
afterwards  removed  to  the  convent  of  the  Hqly  Trinity 

* For  the  hifloiy  of  Boris  Godunof,  fee  Muller.  S.  R,  G.  -vol,  V.  p.  27  to  349, 
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Inquiry  into  the  hifiory  and  adventures  of  the  tzar  who  reigned 
under  the  name  of  Demetrius. — His  reception  in  Poland. 
— Invafion  of  Ruffia. — Acknowledged  as  the  fon  of  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  II. — Seats  himfelf  upon  the  throne. — His  cha^ 
radler. — Confpiracy  againji  him. — ds  ajfafjinated. — Various 
opinions  concerning  him. — -Called  an  impojior  by  the  Ruffian 
hiflorians. — By  Petreius. — Idejiimony  of  Margaret  in  his 
favour. — Grounds  for  firppofing  him  tobethsrealT>Qm^\.x\\x%.. 

book  X MONO  the  tombs  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Michael  I had 
^ occafion  to  mention  that  of  a child,  called  by  the 
Ruffians  Dmitri,  or  Demetrius,  whofe  intricate  and  contro- 
verted hiftory  was  referved  for  a feparate  narrative. 

Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  left  two  fons  ; Feodor,  who  fuc» 
ceeded  to  the  throne ; and  Demetrius,  an  infant,  who  was 
educated  at  Uglitz  under  the  care  of  his  mother  the  tzarina 


* I had  entirely  finifhed  this  chapter  be- 
fore the  publication  of  L’Evefque’s  Hiftoire 
de  Ruflie.  That  ingenious  author  has,  in 
his  account  of  the  perfon  who  ftyled  him- 
felf Demetrius,  advanced  many  plaufible  ar- 
guments to  liiow,  that  he  was  probably  not 
an  impoftor ; and  though  they  appear  to 
me  unanfwerable,  and  it  is  eafy  to  perceive 
that  he  entirely  leans  to  that  opinion,  yet 
he  candidly  concludes  with  alTerting,  “ Plu- 
“ ficurs  objedtions  que  j’.ii  hazardces  contre 
“ I'impofture  d’Otrcpief  me  paraifTent 
“ d’une  grande  force,  je  n’oferai  ccjiendant 
“ decider  la  queftion.’*  See  Hif.  cle  Ruff. 


V.  III.  p.  226  to  23,6.  It  may  ferve,  per- 
haps, as  an  additional  proof  in  favour  of 
Demetrius,  that  two  foreigners,  who  had 
vifited  Ruffia,  both  unbiafled  by  any  nati- 
tional  prejudices,  and  without  the  leaft 
communication  with  each  other,  (Irould 
hold  nearly  the  fame  opinion  upon  fo  intri- 
cate a fubjedt.  1 have  inferred  into  the 
notes  a few  of  his  remarks,  which  feemed 
to  me  the  moll  important.  I am  alfo  in- 
formed, that  the  learned  profeflbr  Schloet- 
zef  of  Gottingen  has  ftrongly  fupported 
this  fide  of  the  qucllion,  in  his  Nordifehe 
Gefchichtc. 
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Maria  Feodorofna,  and  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  age  was 

faid  to  have  been  affaffinated  by  order  of  Boris  Godnnof  

The  real  circumftances  of  this  affallination,  being  purpofely 
with-held  from  the  public,  are  varioufly  related ; and  the 
following  particulars  can  alone  be  unqueftionably  depended 
upon.  A body,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  the  young  prince, 
was  found  weltering  in  its  Mood;  certain  perfons,  confidered 
as  the  aflaffins,  were  inftanftaneoufly  put  to  death  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Uglitz.  When  the  account  of  the  cataftrophe 
was  tranfmitted  to  Mofcow,  Boris Godunof,  having  firft  fpread 
a report  that  Demetrius  had,  in  a violent  fit  of  frenzy,  put 
a period  to  his  own  life,  difpatched  his  creatures  Vaflili 
Shuifki  and  Cletchnin  to  make  inquiries  into  the  circum- 
ftances of  the  prince’s  death.  Thefe  perfons,  having 
examined  the  body  of  the  deceafed,  declared  it  to  be  that  of 
Demetrius,  and  confirmed  the  former  report  which  had  been 
circulated  by  Boris  Godunof.  Maria  Feodorofna,  accufed  of 
grofs  inattention  to  her  fon’s  fecurity,  was  compelled  to  af- 
fume  the  veil,  and  confined  in  a convent ; many  inhabitants 
of  Uglitz,  who  fpoke  freely  upon  the  murder,  were  capitally 
puniOied,  fome  were  imprifoned,  and  others  were  banilhed. 

* Muller  relates  from  a Ruffian  manu-  was  more  difficult  at  mid-dajr  to  fubffitute  a 
fcript,  that  twelve  perfons  were  privy  to  the  child.  We  need  not  be  furprized  at  thefe 
murder,  araongfl:  whom  were  the  prince’s  contradiftory  opinions,  when  we  confider, 
nurfe  and  her  fon,  who  perpetrated  the  as  L’Evefque  has  jullly  expreffed  himfelf, 
deed  ; that  it  was  committed  at  mid-day  in  “ que  Boris  fupprima  tons  Ics  details  dc  cet 
the  court-yard  of  the  palace,  and  that  a “ horrible  affaire  ; qu’il  trompa  le  tzar  tt 
bell-riijger,  who  was  upon  the  top  of  an  “ le  public.  Le  public  fut  done  alors  lual 
adjoining  cathedral,  faw  the  whole  tranf-  “ inflruit  des  circonftanccs  de  cet  cvenc- 
adfion.  Petreius  aflerts,  that  the  prince  was  “ ment,  et  le  temps  n’a  pu  v ajouterque  de 
murdered  during  the  confufion  of  a fire,  “ nouvelles  obfeurites.  D’ailleurs,  comme 
purpofely  occaffoned  by  one  of  the  affallins.  “ le  dit  Margaret,  on  obfervait  en  Ruffle  mi 
Margaret  and  Grevenbuckfay  that  theaffallin  “ fecret  fi  profond  fur  routes  les  affaires, 
was  fon  of  the  tzarina  Maria’s  fecretary  ; “qu’il  etait  fort  difficile  d’apprendre  la 
and  it  is  generally  affirmed,  that  it  happen-  “ veritc  de  re  qu’on  n’avait  pas  \u  de  fes 
ed  at  midnight. — The  Ruffian  authors  na-  “ yeux.”  V.  111.  p.  228, 
rurally  prefer  the  flrff:  account,  becaufe  it 
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^in  ^ Boris  Godunof  managed  this  horrid  tranfadlion  with  fucli 
' — art  and  fecrecy,  that  fcarceiy  any  fufpicions  were  entertained 
againft  him,  until  thirteen  years  afterwards  a perfon  made 
his  appearance  who  declared  himfelf  to  be  Demetrius  ; he 
gave  out  that  his  mother,  fufpicious  of  the  attempts  againft 
her  fon’s  life,  had  taken  the  precaution  to  remove  him  from 
Uglitz,  and  to  fubftitute  another  child,  who  was  affaffinated 
in  his  place  ; and  that,  being  educated  in  a convent,  and 
concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  his  perfecutors,  he  had 
efcaped  from  Ruffia  into  Poland.  Being  there  admitted  into 
the  fervice  of  Wiefnovitikii,  a Pole  of  great  diftindlion,  he 
difcovered^  himfelf  to  that  nobleman  ; who,  convinced,  or 
pretending  to  be  fo,that  he  was  the  fon  of  Ivan  VaffilievitchlL 
w^armly  efpoufed  his  caufe.  Boris  Godunof,  having  received 
intelligence  of  this  unexpedfed  claimant  of  his  throne,  dif- 
feminated  a report,  that  the  impoftor  who  affumed  the  name 
of  Demetrius,  was  a monk  ftyled  Gregory  or  Grilka  Otrepief ; 
and  fpared  neither  threats  nor  bribes  to  obtain  polfeftion  of 
his  perfon ; hut,  when  thefe  expedients  failed  of  fuccefs,  he 
difpatched  his  emiftaries  into  Poland  to  aftaftinate  him. 

Wiefnovitfki,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  his  fugitive,  re- 
commended him  to  the  protedlion  of  the  fenator  George 
Mnifliek  palatine  of  Sendomir,  a nobleman  of  the  largeft 
cftate  and  grcateft  confequence  of  Poland.  Demetrius-  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  to  call  him  by  that  name)  being  acknow^ 
ledged  by  him  as  the  rightful  heir  of  the  Ruffian  thronej 
loon  afterwards  betrothed  himfelf.  in  marriage  to  the  palatine’s 
daughter  Maria;  and,  in  the  beginnmg  of  the  year  1603, 
was  introduced  to  Sigifmond  III.  king  of  Poland.  Being  ad- 
nutted  to  a public  audience  before  the  diet,  he  excited  the 
tompaffion  of  that  aftembly  by  the  afle^ting  manner  in 

which 
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which  he  related  his  extraordinary  adventures  ; and  though 
Sigifmond  and  the  diet  regretted  that  the  fituation  of  their ' — . — 
country  prevented  them  from  openly  feconding  his  preten- 
fions,  yet  they  teftified  the  molt  cordial  attachment  to  his  in- 
terefls,  and  laid  no  prohibition  on  thofe  nobles  who  might 
be  dilpofed  to  engage  in  his  fupport.  By  the  affiftance  of 
his  two  patrons,  Wiefnovitlki  and  the  palatine  of  Sendomir, 
Demetrius  entered  Ruffia  in  the  month  of  AuguR,  1604,  at 
the  head  of  about  4000  Poles,  and  being  foon  joined  by 
many  Ruffians,  particularly  by  the  Coffacs  of  the  Don,  ad- 
vanced almoft  without  oppolition  to  Novogorod  Severlkoi, 
routed  in  December  an  army  of  40,0 00  men  ; but  was  him- 
felf  not  long  afterwards  defeated,  with  great  daughter,  by 
prince  Vaffili  Shuifld  general  of  Boris  Godunof.  Eight 
thoufand  of  his  followers  were  either  killed  or  taken  pri- 
foners  ; all  his  artillery  and  colours  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy ; his  horfe  was  wounded  under  him,  and  he 
himfelf  efcaped  with  difficulty. 

This  overthrow  occalioned  the  almoft  total  defedion  of 
the  Polifli  troops ; and  Demetrius  himfelf  was  fo  difmayed 
with  his  lofs,  that  he  would  have  retreated  precipitately  into 
Poland,  if  he  had  not  been  diffuaded  by  the  importunities 
of  his  Ruffian  adherents,  many  of  whom  believed  him  to  be 
the  true  Demetrius,  and  all  dreaded  the  vengeance  of  Boris 
Godunof.  Overcome  by  their  fuggeftions,  he  continued 
his  march,  and,  notwithftanding  his  late  difcomfiturc,  foon 
faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a numerous  army  of  Ruffians, 
w^ho  docked  to  his  ftandard  from  all  quarters.  Not  only  the 
populace,  ever  prone  to  credulity,  but  even  men  of  the  high- 
eft  birth  and  quality,  gave  credit  to  his  pretenfions  : 
his  caufe  was  fupported  not  only  by  the  diftant  provinces, 
hut  the  people  rofe  even  atMofeow,  andpublickly  prodaioted 
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in  the  Greets  that  Demetrius  had efcaped  from  his  affaffins, 

‘ ^ and  claimed  allegiance  as  their  rightful  fovereign.  This  in- 
furredlion  was  indeed  immediately  quelled  ; but  an  almoft 
univerfal  belief  fpread  itfelf  through  all  ranks,  that  the  pre- 
tender to  the  throne  was  the  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vafiilievitch  II. 
although  Boris  Godunof  inflidted  the  fevered:  punilhment 
upon  his  adherents,  though  the  patriarch  publifhed  a ban  of 
excommunication  againll  him  and  his  party,  and  though 
ValliliShuifki  openly  affirmed  that  he  had  himfelf  examined 
the  body  of  the  deceafed  prince  at  Uglitz. 

The  fudden  death  of  Boris  Godunof,  which  happened  in 
the  month  of  April,  1 6o5,haftened  the  fuccefs  of  Demetrius. 
Feodor  Borifovitch  was  fcarcely  declared  fucceffior  to  his  fa- 
ther by  the  patriarch  and  nobles  who  were  prefent  at  Mof- 
cow,  before  he  was  deferted  by  the  principal  generals  of  the 
Ruffian  army,  and  by  many  perfons  of  diftindtion.  His 
troops  at  this  inaufpicious  jundture  were  fuddenly  attacked 
and  defeated,  and  thofe  who  efcaped  were  perfuaded  to  fwear 
fealty  to  Demetrius,  who,  ftrengthened  by  this  acceffion, 
advanced  by  hafty  marches  towards  the  capital  without  the 
lead:  oppofition  : the  highways  were  lined  with  people  ; the 
towns  opened  their  gates  with  every  demonftration  of  joy, 
while  Demetrius  fupported  the  prepoffeffion  of  the  Ruffians 
in  favour  of  his  birth  by  the  affability  of  his  demeanour, 
and  the  gracefulnefs  of  his  perfon.  Having  publiffied  a 
manifefto,  in  which  he  held  out  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mofcow 
offers  of  clemency  and  favour  on  their  return  to  their 
duty,  they  rofe  in  arms,  ftormed  the  palace,  depofed  and 
ftrangled  Feodor  Borifovitch,  and  recognized  his  title.  On 
the  30th  of  June  the  new  tzar  entered  Mofcow  in  triumph, 
and  took  pofleffion  of  the  throne  with  univerfal  approbation. 
His  prctenfions  to  the  crown,  as  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vaffilie- 
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vitch  II.  were  ftill  further  confirmed  by  the  public  teftimony 
of  Maria  Feodorofna,  whom  Boris  Godunof  had  imprifoned 
in  a diftant  monaftery,  and  whom  Demetrius,  at  his  accelTion, 
inftantly  releafed  from  her  confinement.  Upon  her  approach 
to  Mofcow,  on  the  8th  of  July,  Demetrius  rode  to  meet  her 
at  the  head  of.  a numerous  proceflion  ; and  at  the  firfi:  ap- 
pearance of  her  carriage,  he  alighted  from  his  horfe,  and  ran 
to  embrace  her.  The  tendernefs  and  affecSlion  which 
both  parties  difplayed  on  this  interefting  occafion  drew  tears 
from  the  fpedtators  ; and  the  ftrong  expreffions  of  tranfport 
with  which  the  tzarina  openly  acknowledged  him  for  her 
fon,  feemed  to  afford  a pofitive  confirmation  of  the  reality  of 
his  imperial  lineage.  Soon  after  this  interview  he  was 
crowned  with  the  ufual  pomp  and  magnificence,  and  feemed 
now  firmly  feated  upon  the  throne ; in  the  poireflion  of 
which  he  would  have  maintained  himfelf,  whether  he  were 
the  real  Demetrius  or  an  impofior,  by  a proper  conformity 
to  the  manners  of  his  fubjedf  s,  and  by  a prudent  deference  to 
their  civil  and  religious  eftablifliment.  But  his  avowed  con- 
tempt of  the  Ruffian  cufloms,  and,  above  all,  his  publick 
negledf  of  their  religious  ceremonies,  foon  alienated  the  af- 
fections of  his  fubjeCls,  and  precipitated  him  from  the  throne 
as  rapidly  as  he  had  afcended  it, 

Margaret,  who  had  frequent  accefs  to  the  perfon  of  Deme- 
trius, has  flcetchedhis  portrait  in  the  following  fliort,  but  lively 
manner.  “ He  h ad  no  beard,  w as  of  a middle  ftature,  and  of  dark 
“ complexion,  his  limbs  were  ftrong  and  nervous,  and  he  had  a 
“ wart  under  his  right  eye.  He  was  aCtive,  fpirited,  and  merci- 
“ ful,  foon  offended,  and  as  foonappeafed ; liberal,  aihbitious, 
“ anddefirousofmakinghimfelfknowntopoftcrity ; in  aword, 
‘‘  he  was  a prince  who  loved  honour,  and  recommended  it 
B b b 2r  by 
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BOOK  u ej^alnple  If  we  flioiild  allow  that  Margaret 

— V — ^ has  concealed  many  of  his  defeats,  and  has  placed  his  virtues 
in  the  mo  ft  advantageous  light,  yet  the  acrimony  and  injuftice 
which  appear  in  many  parts  of  the  following  extradls  from 
his  character,  as  drawn  even  by  Mr.  Muller  the  moft  candid 
of  his  opponents,  will  prevent  every  impartial  perfon  from 
giving  implicit  credit  to  the  reprefentations  of  his  enemies. 

“ The  falfe  f Demetrius  was  of  a middle  ft ze,  dark  com- 
“ plexion,  and  had  one  of  his  arms  fhorter  than  the  other. 
‘‘  He  would  have  been  efteemed  not  deficient  in  wifdom  if 
‘‘  he  had  not  been  fo  precipitate  in  his  conduct,  and  if  he  had 
conformed  his  behaviour  to  the  difpofition  and  temper  of 
his  fubje61;s.  In  Poland  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy 
of  languages,  arts,  and  fciences ; he  converfed  in  Latin  f 
“ and  Polilh  with  fluency  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
‘‘  hiftcry,  and  particularly  with  that  of  Ruflia  and  the 
‘‘  neighbouring  kingdoms ; he  was  well  verfed  in  mufick, 
and  poflefled  other  liberal  accomplifliments.  On  account 
“ of  his  addrefs  and  good  fortune  in  obtaining  the  crown,  he 
“ was  efteemed  a magician.  Warlike  exercife  and  hunting 
“ w'ere  his  principal  amufements.  He  had  forae  knowledge 
“ of  engineering  and  artillery,  was  fond  of  cafting  cannon  ; 
“ and  Ihot  with  fuch  fkill  and  addrefs  as  to  furprize  the  mofl: 
“ dextrous  markfmen.  He  was  anxious  to  improve  the  dif- 
“ cipline  of  his  army,  for  which  purpofe  he  would  often  re- 
view  his  troops,  inftrudt  them  in  different  manoeuvres, 
“ ftorm  ramparts  and  fortifications;-  and  as  he  was  always 

^ Margai-et,  p.  141.  tively  aflerts,  that  he  was  not  in  the  leaft  ac- 

t S.  R.  G,  vol.  V.  p.  302,  &c..  quainted  with  that  language.  11  eft  tres 

J Ills  underftancling  Latin  has  been  urged  certain  qu’ll  ne  parloit  nulleinent  Latin, 
againft  him  as  a proof  that  he  was  educated  j'en  puis  temoigner,  moins  le  fjavoit  il 
by  the  jefuits.  Margaret,  however,  pofi-  lire  et  ecrirc.  Ibid.  p.  iby. 
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**  foremoft,  and  the  moft  eager  among  the^affailants,  he  fre- 
‘‘  quently  was  rudely  handled  in  the  fray.  > — ^ 

“ Dehrous  to  be  efteemed  a patron  of  juftice,  he  put  to 
“ death  feveral  judges  who  had  been  convicSled  of  iniquitous 
‘‘  practices.  But  was  not  this  mode  of  proceeding  rather 
“ a proof  of  his  inclination  to  cruelty  ? and  might  it  not 
‘‘  arife  from  a defire  of  ftriking  terror  into  liis  fubjeds  ? 

“ He  has  been  praifed  for  his  munificence,  but  it  was  both 
“ extravagant  and  ill-placed  ; he  heaped  bounties  upon  Po- 
“ lifii  muficians  and  other  minions,  and  drained  the  trea- 
“ fury  by  the  mofi:  enormous  expences  t.  Like  all  volup- 
“ tuaries  he  was  fickle  and  impetuous.  All  his  actions 
proved  an  extraordinary  pronenefs  to  prefer  his  own  j^re- 
“ cipitate  refolutions  to  the  moft  prudent  advice,  and  to  adopt 
“ the  ralheft  meafures.  His  fudden  elevation  rendered  him 
“ infolent he  was  fo  ambitious,  that  even  the  Ruffian  em» 

“ pire  appeared  too  fmall  to  fatisfy  his  luft  of  dominion  ; 

“ and  he  extended  his  views  to  the  redudiou  of  Turkey  and 
“ Tartary.  His  ebriety  and  incontinence  were  his  moft  no- 
“ torious  vices,  which  frequently  expofed  him  in  the  eyes  of 
“ the  public.  Befide  the  princefs  Irene,  the  daughter  of 
“ Boris  Godunof,  all  who  pleafed  him  were  facrificed  to  his 
“ defires,,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  rank  or  age 

“ Upon 


♦ A fnppofition,  which  fhows  a ftrong- 
dlfpofition  in  the  oppofite.  party  to  mifre. 
prefent  the  moft  favourable  parts  of  his 
condun. 

f Tne  accounts  of  his  extravagance  were 
grofsly  exaggerated.  He  is  faid  to  have 
given  orders  for  a throne  of  mafiy  filver, 
fupported  with  fix  lions  of  the  fame  coftly 
materials ; and  for  a footftool  of  pure  gold, 
for  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation  : the 
latter  was  ftudded  with  600  diamonds,  600 
rubies,  600  fapphirs,  600  emeralds,  6co 


Tiirkidi  flones,  all  of  a lairge  fize,  but  fome 
of  the  latter  were  as  big  as  half  a pigeon's' 
egg.  It  mull;  be  remarked,  that  this  foot- 
ftool  was  already  in  the  treafury  when  De- 
metrius afeended  the  throne  ; and  had  been' 
prefented  from  the  Sophy  of  Perfia  to  Ivan 
Valfilievitch  11.  S.  R,  G.  vol.’ p. 

Many  fimilar  ornaments  employed  at  his 
coronation  had  been  tiled  by  the  former  I'o- 
vereigns,  who  were  crowned  with  Afiatio . 
magnificence. 

} Thefc  parts  of  his  condun  were  alio  ■ 
giea'.ly.> 
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BOOK  (c  Upon  his  firft  acceflion  to  the  throne  he  was  eafy  of  ac- 
cefs,  but  he  gradually  became  fufpicious  of  his  fubjedls ; 
he  had  a foreign  guard;  he  often  refufed  audience  to  the 
Ruffian  nobility,  when  he  admitted  the  Poles  without  re- 
ferve.  He  feemed  to  fummon  the  privy-counfellors  only 
for  the  purpofe  of  turning  them  to  ridicule.  If  a Ruffian 
lodged  a complaint  againft  a Pole,  he  could  never  obtain 
‘‘  juRice,  and  infult  was  even  added  to  injury.  Probably  this 
“ infolence  was  the  chief  caufe  of  his  fubfequent  misfor- 
tunes,;  and  his  fall  would  at  leaft  have  been  retarded,  if  he 
‘‘  had  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  affedion  of  the  principal 
nobles. 

But  the  circumftance  which  principally  contributed  to 
‘‘  his  lofs  of  popularity,  was  the  little  reverence  which  he 
profeffed  for  the  ceremonies  of  the  Greek  church.  Upon 
his  firft  arrival  at  Mofcow  he  entered  the  tv/o  cathedrals 
with  drums  beating  and  trumpets  founding  ; he  paid  no 
refpeft  to  the  clergy*.;  he  made  no  diftindfion  between 
falls  and  fellivals ; would  neither  bow  nor  crofs  himfelf 
before  the  facred  paintings ; he  profaned  the  churches  by 
“ admitting  foreigners  at  the  time  of  divine  fervice,  and 
ffill  more  by  the  number  of  dogs  which  followed  him 
.upon  the  fame  occalion. 

“ He  was  not  only  fo  much  attached  to  the  Poliffi  cuftoms 
‘‘‘  and  drefs  as  to  prefer  them  upon  all  occalions;  but  he  even 
ridiculed  the  Ruffian  manners,  and  in  every  inffcance  de- 

grcatly  mifreprefented.  L’Evefque  alTerts,  “ diftee  par  la  liaine,  n’eft  ni  vraifemblable 
with  great  appearance  of  probability,  that  “ ni  confirmee  par  I’ancienne  chronique  qiie 
thcfc  reports  of  his  incontinence  were  not  “ nous  fuivons,  et  qiii  parait  fidele.  On 
f'Uindcdin  truth, and  j)articiilarly denies  that  “ pent  cn  croirc  que  Dmitri  fut  im  impof- 
thc  princcfslicnewas  fncrificcdtohisdcfircs.  “ teur;  mais  rien  ne  fait  foupconner,  qu’il 
“ On  a ecrit,  qu’cllc  avoit  etc  refervee  pour  “ fut  adonne  a dc  fales  debauches.”  \',  HI. 
“ fervir  aiix  plaifirs  bnifaux  du  bourreau  p,  202. 

“ dc  fa  fainille  ; mais  cette  accufation, 
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viated  from  the  examples  of.  the  tzars  his  predeceffors. 
Inftead  of  fhowing  himfelf  to  the  people  feldom,  and  only  ^ 
“ upon  extrordinary  occafions  with  a large  retinue,  he  was 
accuftomed  to  traverfe  the  ftreets  without  any  fuite  but  a 
few  fervants  ; he  commonly  rode,  and,  as  he  was  an  ex- 
cellent  horfeman,  he  was  generally  mounted  upon  the 
“ moil  fiery  fteeds ; he  hunted  frequently  ; he  had  mufick. 
‘‘  at  his  repafts ; he  never  flept  at  mid-day  ; he  never  hathedo 
Thefe  trifling  circumftances  were  at  that  time  regarded  in 
fo  ferious  a light,  that  the  omiffion  of  them  rendered  him 
the  objedtof  general  hatred;  audit  w’as  commonly  reported, 
f ‘ that  the  perfon  who  could  Ihow  fuch  a diftafie  for  the  cuf- 
toms  of  his  country,  could  never  be  defcended  from  the 
race  of  its  ancient  fovereigns.  It  was  an  obvious  inference, 
to  confider  the  defpifei  of  his  fubjecfls  as  their  enemy, 
“ Under  fuch  circumflances  his  deftrudtion  feemed  inevit- 
“ able  ; and  yet  near  a year  elapfed  before  any  tumult 

“ broke 


* Mr,  Muller,  in  this  place,  relates  an 
account  of  a match  with  fnow-balls  be- 
tween the  Ruffian  foldiers  and  the  Poles  ; 
when  the  latter  were  faid,  at  the  command 
of  Demetrius,  to  have  filled  their  fnow-balls 
with  fand  and  fiones,  by  which  the  Ruffians 
(blaue  Augen  und  blutige  Koepfe  bekamen) 
received  many  black  eyes  and  bloody  heads. 
Such  abfurd  accufations  do  not  merit  any 
ferious  refutation.  Many  other  idle  tales 
are  alfo  gravely  related  againft  him  ; and 
indeed  every  circumftance  of  his  condudt 
feems  to  have  been  malevolently  interpi  eted. 
Among  the  public  diverfions  which  he  gave 
in  honour  of  his  marriage  was  a fire-work, 
in  which  a dragon  w'as  reprefented  with 
three  heads  fpitting  out  flames.  Such  a 
fpeflacle,  being  uncommon  in  the  country, 
affrighted  the  Ruffians ; and  it  rvas  report- 
ed, that  the  tzar  had  contrived  itonpurpofe 
to  alarm  his  fubjecls.  The  Poles  were  not 


wanting  upon  this  and  all  other  occafions 
in  ridiculing  the  ignorance  and  fimplicity  of 
the  Ruffians,  which  increafed  the  hatred 
againfl:  them  and  the  fovereign  who  pro- 
tefted  them.  A wooden  tower  was  alfo 
confiru(5ted  near  the  city,  which,  upon  a 
certain  day,  was  to  be  attacked  with  a can- 
nonade and  flormed.  After  the  alPaffination 
of  Demetrius,  Vaffili  Shuifki  publicly  af- 
fected in  a manifefio,  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  Demetrius  to  have  taken  the  op- 
portunity, w'hich  the  florming  of  this  tower 
prefented,  of  maflacring  many  inhabitants 
of  Mofeow.  The  gates  of  the  city  were  to 
be  fuddenly  flmt  ; the  cannon  to  be  fired 
among  the  people  all'emblcd  upon  the  oc- 
cafion  ; and  thole  who  efcaped  were  to  be 
hewn  in  pieces  by  the  Coffacs  and  Strelitz. 
At  the  fame  time  the  Ruffian  nobles  were 
to  be  murdered  by  the  Polilh  troops.  This 
account,  fo  improbable  in  itfelf,  is  only 
fiipportcd 
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broke  out  againft  him.  At  length  his  marriage  with  ai 
— , — foreign  lady  clofed  the  fcene ; and  it  would  have  been  a 
wonder  if  he  had  continued  any  longer  upon  the  throne/ 
Having  in  Poland  betrothed  himfelf  to  Marina,  the 
daughter  of -the  palatine  Mnifchek,  he  difpatched  a fplendid 
embaffy  into  that  country  to  demand  her  in  marriage : the 
efpoufals  were  performed  at  Cracow  ; and  the  bride,  having 
made  her  entry  into  Mofcow,  accompanied  with  a large  fuite 
of  Poles,  v/as  lodged  in  a nunnery  until  the  folemnization  of 
the  nuptials  : during  this  interval  he  difturbed  the  devotion 
of  the  holy  fifterhood  with  repeated  feafts,  concerts,  and  balls, 
whereby  he  excited  publick  horror,  as  the  facrilegious  vio- 
lator of  religious  difcipline.  By  this  infatuated  behaviour 
he  inflamed  the  difafFe61ion  of  his  fubjedls  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  a regular  confpiracy  was  concerted  againft  him.  The 
leader  of  this  confpiracy  was  prince  VaflililvanovitchShuifki, 
the  fame  perfon  who  had  owed  his  life  to  the  lenity  of  De- 
metrius ; and  on  whom  this  a(ft  of  clemency  had  no  other 
effecl  than  to  render  him  more  cautious  in  his  fubfequent 
machinations  againft  his  benefacftor.  Demetrius  had  fre- 
quently received  intimations  from  different  quarters  of  a 
-projccled  infurre61ion.  The  popular  odium  betrayed  itfelf 
by  the  moft  alarming  fymptoms.  Perfons  were  heard  crying 
in  the  ftreets,  “ The  tzar  is  an  heretic  worfe  than  aTurk,  and 
“ not  the  fon  of  Ivan  yaftilievitch.”  But,  either  from  na- 
tural magnanimity  that  braved  all  danger,  or  from  the  in- 
con  liderate  levity  of  his  charaTer,  which  would  not  attend  to 
it,  he  was  infciifible  to  all  thefe  prognoftics ; and  by  obfti- 

fnpportcd  by  tlic  Aippofcd  confefTionof  two  it  to  have  been  a calumny,  invented  byVaf- 
I’-jlifli  noblc.3,  to  whom  Demetrius  is  i.iid  to  fill  Shiiifki,  to  render  the  memory  of  his 
have  r.-vcaled  it  a <l  ty  or  two  before  his,  af-  rival  more  odious.  Sec  S.  R.  G.  -vol.  V. 

; but  v/e  may  more  jiiuly  believe  342  — 346. 
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nately  perfevering  in  his  obnoxious  and  unpopular  mode  of 
condu'ft,  feemed  almoft  to  invite  the  deftrudtion  which ' — « — 
awaited  him. 

The  infurredtion  broke  out  early  in  the  morning  on  the 
27  th  of  May.  The  confpirators  polTefTed  themfelves  of  the 
principal  avenues  leading  to  the  city  ; the  great  bell  in  the 
Kremlin,  the  common  fignal  of  alarm,  was  tolled  ; and  a 
confufed  cry  was  fpread  among  the  people  that  the  Poles 
\vere  preparing  to  malTacre  the  inhabitants.  Vaffili  Shuifki, 
who  had  fecretly  fomented  and  inflamed  the  public  difcon- 
tents,  led  the  way  to  the  palace,  bearing  a crofs  in  one 
hand,  and  a fabre  in  the  other,  accompanied  by  a vail;  mul- 
titude armed  with  the  firft  weapons  which  chance  prefented. 

This  party,  having  overpowered  the  guards,  burft  open  the 
gates  of  the  palace,  and  milled  towards  the  apartment  of 
Demetrius.  The  latter,  awakened  by  the  tumult,  fummoned 
the  few  guards  who  were  immediately  about  his  perfon,  and 
fallying,  without  a moment’s  deliberation,  againft  his  alTail- 
ants,  hewed  down  feveral  of  the  foremoft : being  foon  over- 
born by  numbers,  he  attempted  to  retreat  into  the  interior 
part  of  the  palace  ; but,  clofely  preffed  by  his  purfuers,  he 
precipitated  himfelf  from  a window  into  a court,  and  diflo- 
cated  his  thigh  with  the  fall. 

Being  difcovered  in  this  deplorable  condition,  he  was  con- 
veyed back  to  the  palace,  and  brought  before  Vaffili  Shuilki, 
who  loaded  him  with  reproaches  for  his  impollure.  Not 
difmayed,  however,  with  the  menaces  of  his  enemy,  he  per- 
fifted  in  maintaining  himfelf  to  be  the  real  fon  of  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  II.  and,  as  a proof  of  the  truth  of  his  affertion, 

Mr.  Muller  fays,  all  the  Ruffian  writ-  the  convent  to  obtain  the  tzarina’s  declara- 
ers  declare,  that  he  confelTed  his  impofture;  tion,  when  his  own  confeffion  would  have 
but  it  is  certain  that  he  did  not  ; other-  been  fully  fufficient  ? 
wife,  why  did  Vaffili  Shuilki  repair  to 

VOL.  I.  C c c 
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appealed  to  the  teftimony  of  his  mother,  who  relicled  in  the 
— , — -neighbouring  convent  of  Viefnovitfhoi.  The  firmnefs  and 

confiftency  of  his  alTeverations  made  a conhderable  impref- 
lion  upon  many  of  the  Ruffian  foldiers,  who  peremptorily 
declared,  that  they  would  protedfhim  from  all  injury,  unlefs 
Maria  Feodorofna  formally  renounced  him  as  her  fon.  On 
this  unexpected  declaration,  Vaffili  Shuifki,  accompanied 
with  fome  Ruffian  nobles  of  his  party,  repaired  to  the  con- 
vent, and  returned  inftantly  with  the  following  anfwer 
from  that  princefs  ; ‘‘  That  the  real  Demetrius  was  flain  at 
‘‘  Uglitz  ; that  the  perfon  who  at  prefent  affumed  his  name 

was  an  impoftor  ; and  that  ffie  had  been  conftrained  by 

menaces  to  acknowledge  him  as  her  fon.”  Upon  the  de- 
livery of  this  meffiage,  the  unhappy  monarch  was  inftantly 
facrificed  to  the  fury  of  his  enemies.  Neither  was  their  ven- 
geance appeafed  by  his  death,  but  extended  even  to  his  in- 
animate corpfe ; it  was  pierced  with  repeated  wounds,  Itripped 
naked,  and  expofed  for  three  days  in  the  ftreets  to  the  infults 
of  the  populace  ; it  was  then  depofited  in  the  public  charnel- 
houfe,  and  afterwards  reduced  to  allies,  from  a notion  that 
the  earth  w'ould  be  polluted  by  the  interment  of  fo  unholy 
a body. 

The  affiilTination  of  Demetrius  was  followed  by  a general 
tumult : the  houfes  of  all  the  foreigners  were  pillaged,  and 
not  only  the  Poles,  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  but 
even  many  Ruffians  who  wore  the  Poliffi  drefs,  were  maf— 

* li  feeins,  by  other  acGoiints,  that  the  “ from  t!ie  mouth  of  a cannon.’*"  Schmidt 
body  was  firfl  buried  withoiu  the  city  ; and  R.  G.  vol.  1.  p.  The  author  of  the 

that  the  multitude  flocked  in  ciouds  to  tlie  Pvuflian  Impoflor  alfo  writes,  “ The  people 
jihtce.  “ 'I'he  C(  mimm  people  believed  that  “ duj^  up  his  poor  carcafs  out  of  an  obfeure 
*•  n.iuick  was  heard  in  the  tiight,  and  that  “ grave  ; and  after  a repetition  of  barba- 
“ (p<  'tr<s  weie  (eeu  hovering  about  the  “ rities  upon  him,  they  burnt  the  body, 
*•  l>.;.cc  v.lierc  he  was  buried.  For  thefe  “ and  fcattered  the  aflies  in  the  air.”  p.  1 25. 
“ ieaiotii  the  boely  was  dug  up,  aud  Ihot 
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facred.  Though  this  Rate  of  anarchy  lafted  only  ten  hours, 
yet  more  than  two  thoufand  perfons  loll  their  lives.  The » — . — 

dreadful  fcene  was  finally  clofed  by  the  election  of  Vafiili 
Ivanovitch  Shuilki  to  the  throne  of  RulTia.  Manifeftos 
were  immediately  publifhed,  in  which  the  new  tzar  juftified 
his  condudt,  and  detailed  the  hiflory  and  adventures  of  his 
predeceffor,  whom  he  pronounced  an  adventurer,  whofe  real 
name  was  Grifka  Otrepief.  He  afcribes  to  him  an  intention 
of  extirpating  the  principal  R.uffian  nobility,  and  of  intro- 
ducing the  Roman  catholic  religion  into  Ruflia  ; he  accufes 
him  of  holding  a correfpondence  with  the  pope  for  that  pur- 
pofe ; he  infinuates  that  he  had  even  promifed  to  cede  the 
provinces  of  Smolenfko  and  Severia  to  the  king  of  Poland  ; 
he  reprefents  him  as  an  heretic  and  a forcerer  ; he  difplays, 
in  the  moll  odious  colours,  his  averfion  to  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  the  Ruffians,  his  attachment  to  foreigners ; 
and  expatiates  with  much  art  upon  every  part  of  his  cha- 
ra6ter  which  might  excite  the  public  hatred  and  abhorrence. 

A few  days  afterwards  a manifefto  appeared  in  the  name  of 
the  tzarina  Maria  Feodorofna,  in  which  ihe  apologizes  for 
having  owned  the  impollor  for  her'fon,  and  again  acknow- 
ledges that  the  real  Demetrius  was  aflaflinated  at  Uglitz ; 
that  the  irapoftor,  upon  their  firil  interview  near  Mofcow, 
firll  accofted  her  alone  t,  and  threatened  her  and  her  family 
with  the  mofi:  cruel  torments,  if  fhe  refufed  to  recognize  him 
as  her  offspring. 

* Mr.  Muller  found  thefe  manifeftos  in  Margaret,  on  the  contnny,  who  was  pro- 
the  archives  of  Tflierdin.  S.  R.  G.  347*  bably  prefcnt  at  this  interview,  fays  exp'rcfs- 
364.  366.  ly,  “ apres  conferences  d’un  quart  d bein', 

t Habe  mit  ihrgeredet  ohne  dafs  jemand  “ en  prefence  e/es  tons  les  nobles  et  <le  ceux  de 
von  den  Boiaren,  oder  andern  Leuten,  da-  “ la  villrf  &c.  p.  i ■ 
bey  feya  doerfen.  S.  R,  G.  vol.  V.  p.  367. 

C c c 2 Ah 


All  thefe  allegations,  however,  thus  urged  againft  the 
pretenfions  of  Demetrius,  could  not  efface  the  prepofTelTions 
entertained  by  the  generality  of  the  Ruffians  in  favour  of  his 
imperial  defcent.  A freffi  infurre6fion  was  hourly  expe6led  ; 
and  fome  tranfient  tumults  took  place,  in  which  Vaffili 
Shuilki  narrowly  efcaped  deftru6fion.  In  this  critical  Rate 
of  affairs  he  had  recourfe  to  the  following  expedient,,  for  the 
purpofe  of  appeafing  the  public  fufpicions.  A rumour  being 
fpread,  that  the  body  of  the  young  prince,  formerly  mur- 
dered at  Uglitz,  had  performed  miracles  ; a deputation  of 
feveral  biffiops  and  nobles  was  fent  to  that  town  to  take  up 
the  hallowed  corpfe  from  the  fepulchre,  and  to  tranfport  it 
to  Mofcow. 

Upon  opening  the  tomb,"  relates  Mr.  Muller  from  the 
Ruffian  archives,  an  agreeable  odour  filled  the  whole 
church  : the  body  was  uncorrupted,  and  the  very  clothes' 
entire ; one  of  his  hands  grafped'  fome  nuts  that  were 
“ fprinkled  with  blood,  and  which  the  young  prince  had 
“ been  eating  at  the  inftant  of  his  affaffination.  His  relics 
were  carried  in  great  Rate  to  Mofcow  : on  their  approach' 
‘‘  to  the  city  they  were  met  by  Vaffili  Shuifki,  the  widow  of 
Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  and  a large  concourfe  of  people,  and 
depolited  with  much  folemnity  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Mi* 
chad.  During  the  proceffion  many  troubled  with  various 
diforders  were  miraculoufly  reRored  to  health  : after  the 
body  had  been  placed  in  the  cathedral,  thirteen  fick  perfons 
“ declared  themfelves  to  have  been  relieved  of  their  com- 
“ plaints  by  the  iiiterpoftion  of  the  faint ; and  the  fame 
niimber  were  healed  on  the  enfuing  day  '-'•h" 

Let  us  contraR  this  account  with  the  relation  of  the  oppo- 
fite  party.  On  the  4th  of  June  a difpute  concerning  Dc- 

* S.  R,  G.  vol.  V.  p.  371. 
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metrius  arofe  between  the  Strelitz  and  the  people,  who  af- 
ferted  that  he  was  not  an  impoftor.  The  tzar  and  the  < — . — 
boyars  cry  out,  The  people  fliall  have  ocular  conviction 
“ that  the  true  Demetrius  was  killed  at  Uglitz  ; his  body  is 
now  removing  to  Mofcow,  and  has  performed  many  ftu- 
“ pendous  miracles.  The  boyars  procured  a poor  man’s 
“ child,  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  cut  its  throat,  and  having 
“ committed  it  for  a few  days  to  the  ground,  conveyed  it  to' 
Mofcow,  fhowed  -it  to  the  people,  and  declared  this  was  the 
true  Demetrius,  whofe  body,  although  fo  long  interred,  was 
hill  uncorrupted,  which  the  foolifli  multitude  believed, 

^ and  were  appeafed 

The  reader  will  judge  which  of  thefe  two  accounts  is  moR' 
likely  to  be  true. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  circumftances  in  the  adventures- 
of  the  perfon,  who  feated  himfelf  upon  the  Ruffian  throne- 
under  the  name  of  Demetrius.  His  hiftory  is  greatly  in- 
volved in  contradiction -and  obfcurity  unbiaffed,  however,- 
by  the  prejudices  of  either  party,  let  us  compare  with  can- 
dour their  oppolite  reprefentations;  and  endeavour  to  afcer- 
taiii,  whether  he,  were  an  impoRor,  or  the  real  fon  of  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  II. 

They  who  contend  that  he  was  an  impoftor,  thuS' relate 
his  hiftory.  He  was  of  the  family  of  Otrepief ; his  real  name 
was  George,  which,  upon  his  affiiming  the  monaftic  habit 
in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  changed  into  Gregory,, 
and  was  generally  known  by  the  appellation  of  Grilka  t 
Gtrepief :,  for  fome  time  he  refided  at  Sufdal,  and  having 
afterwards  wandered  from, convent  to  convent,  he  w'as  con-* 
fecrated  deacon  in  the  monaftery  of  Tchudof  at  Mofcow, 

^ 'Fayerrsc-  in,  Schmidt  Ruff,  Gef,  vol.  I.  little  Gregory.  He  was  called  alfo  Roltrigaj 
P'.  • or  Deferter,  .from  having  quitted  his  con- 

f Grifka,  in-theRuffian  tongue,  fignifies  vent, .. 

W'liere 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA, 


33a 

where  he  was  employed  by  the  patriarch  in  tranfcribing 
— - books  for  the  fervice,  of  the  church.  It  is  not  afcertained, 
even  from  thefe  accounts  of  his  life,  at  what  period  he 
firR  ftyled  himfelf  Demetrius.  Some  report,  that  while 
he  continued  in  the  monaftery  of  Tchudof,  he  obtained  the 
moft  minute  information  relative  to  the  perfon  and  chara6le-r 
-of  the  prince,  and  even  began  to  aflTume  his  name,  for 
which  he  was  deemed  infane,  and  excited  the  laughter  of  the 
monks.  Others  relate,  that  he  was  in  poflellion  of  feveral 
jewels  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Demetrius  ; and, 
having  one  day  declared  that  he  fltould  afcend  the  throne  of 
Ruflia,  he  was  confined,  by  order  of  Boris  Godunof,  in  a 
diftant  monaftery,  from  whence  he  efcaped  into  Poland ; 
his  adventures  in  which  country  have  been  already  deli- 
neated. On  the  contrary,  Margaret,  who  afferts  that  he  is 
the  true  Demetrius,  gives  the  following,  detail, 

Demetrius,  being  refcued  from  affaffination  by  the  fubfti- 
tiitiou'^*'^  of  another  child,  was  fecretly  educated  in  Ruilia 

until 

“ ceflion,  and  the  pofterity  of  that  houfe, 
“ He  is  kej)t  in  a remote  place  from  Molko, 
“ under  the  tuition  of  his  mother,  and  her 
“ kindred  of  the  houfe  of  the  Nagaies  ; yet 
“ not fufe  (as  I have  heard)  attempts  of 
“ making  avoay  hy  piraBice  of  fonts  that  afpire 
“ to  the  fuccrfioHs  if  this  emperor  die  vsirhout 
“ ijfued'  rietcher’s  Ruflia,  Chap.  V. 

“ II  eft  aflez  ;'i  prefuppofer,”  as  Mai-garet 
jiiftly  obferves,  “ que  la  mere  & Ics  autres, 
“ &c.  voyaht  ce  but  ou  le  dit  Boris  teudoit, 
“ eftaycrent  par  tons  moyens  a dclivrci  I’cn- 
“ fant  du  danger  on  il  eiloit.  ' Or  je  fcay 
“ ct  je  crois  cpie  I’on  confcftera  qu’ii  n’y 
“ avoit  mil  autre  mnyen  que  dele,  changer 
“ et  en  fuppolcr  nn  autre  en  fa  place,  ct  le 
“ faire  nonrrir  fccretcmcnt,  en  attendant  ft 
“ le  temps  ne  ehangcroil  ou  empecheruit 
“ point  Ics  defleius  du  dit  Boris  hccleivits. 

Cc 


* The  principal  objedfion  againft  the  ac- 
count of  hlargaret  arifes  from  the  difticidty 
of  fubftituting  a child  in  the  place  of  De- 
metrius, particularly  if  the  fon  of  his  nurfe 
was  one  of  the  afl'affins ; and  as  Vaftili 
Sluiifki  is  faid  to  have  examined  the  body 
f.r  the  ( ecealed,  foon  after  the  fuppofed  S:f- 
lailiiiation.  In  anfucr  to  this  it  may  be 
faid,  that  his  mother  had  fiifficient  reafons 
to  be  upon  her  guard  againft  the  attempts 
of  Boris  GoduiioJ  ; and  it  is  evident  that 
l.ich  attempts  had  been  made  jtrevious  to 
the  aiiafliuation,  from  the  follouing  paf- 
lage  111  I Ictchcr,  who  was  at  Mofeow  in  the 
beginning  of  I'codoi’s  icign.  “ Belidcs  the 
“ til  jtcior  ihat  now  is,  who  hath  no  child, 
“ not  Her  like  to  have,  there  is  but  one 
more,  a child  of  t;x  f i fevcii  years  old, 
“ in  wl;om  itftc:.'.  all  the  hope  ol  tlie  luc- 
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until  the  election  of  Boris  God unof,.  when  he  was  conveyed 
into  Poland  under  the  care  of  the  monk  Grifka,  which  after-  v— < 
wards  gave  rife  to  the  report  that  Grifka  had  perfonated  De- 
metrius. As  a proof  that  they  were  two  diftindi;  pcrfons, 
he  informs  us,  that  Boris  Godunof  fent  repeated  expreffes  to 
his  guards  upon  the  frontiers,  to  prevent  all  travellers  from 
quitting  the  country,  even  fliould  they  be  provided  with 
j>afrports,  for  there,  were  two  trai^ors-^who  were  endeavouring 
to  efcape  into  Poland!  Margaret  adds,  Grifka  was  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  and  Demetrius  fcarcely  twenty-four ; he 
accompanied  the  new  tzar  to  Mofcow,  and  was  feen  by  many 
in  that  city,,  being' a perfon  well  known,  and  having  a bro- 
ther who  poBefTed  an  effate  near  Galitz  : he  was  notorious 
before  his  flight  into  Poland  for  his  infolence  and  drunkcn- 
nefs,  and,  on  account  oft  his  mifconducSt,.  he  was  baniflied  by 
Demetrius  to  Yaroflaf.  Margaret,  moreover,  was  informed 
by  an  Englifli  merchant  of  Yaroflaf,  well  acquainted  with 
Grifka,.  that  the  latter,  upon  the  new^s  of  the  tzar’-s  death, 


“ Ce  qu’lls  effeifhierent  fi  bien  qiie  nuls, 
fors  ceux  de-ia  partie  n’eii  fciirent  rien,” 
&c.  p.  154. 

With  refpe£t  to  the  piivity  of  the  nurfc, 
and  her  ion,,  the  witnefs  of  the  bell-ringer, 
and  the  teftimony  of  Vaffili  . Shuiiki, 
L’Evefque  makes  the  following  judicious 
obfervations. 

“ Mais  ces  circoriflances  font  dies  bien 
“•  confirmees.  Tous  les  affailins  du  tzare- 
“■  vitch  furent  maffacres  prefqu’  auffi-tot 
qu’ils  eurent  commis  ce  crime.  11s  n’ont 
“■  point  ete  interroges,  on  n’a  rien  fu  de 
““  leur  bouche.  tin  forsneur  de  la  cathe- 
“ drale  fut  temoin  du  meurtre  de  Dmitri. 
“■  Mais  qiii  a recu  fon  temoignage  Eft  il 
“ meme  certain  que  ce  temoin  ait  exifte  ? 
“ Si  les  afi'affins  furent  trompes,  n’ait  il  pas 
“ })u  I’etre  lui  mcme,  et  prendre  pour  le 
tzarevitch  un  enfant  du  meme  age  ! Ne 
“ convient-on-pas  que  Boris,  &c.  Mais 
“ Chouiiki  mais  Clechnin  furent  envoyes 


“ a Ouglitch  par  Boris ; ils  virent  et  re- 
“ connurent  le  corps  du  tzarevitch  et 
“ lui  rendirent  les  honneurs  funebres.  Eh! 
“ fait  on  ce  qu’ont  vu  ces  deux  emiiTaires 
“ de  Boris,  ce  qu’ils  lui  ont  rapporte  en 
“ fecret  ? Le  corps  meme  qu’ils  examinc- 
“ rent,  defigure  par  des  bleffures,  et  gardi 
“ long-temps  fans  etre  embaume,  devait 
“ etre  meconnailfable.  On  ignore  abfolu- 
“ ment  ce  qu’ils  ont  d^couvert,  et  ce  qu’ils 
“ ont  penfe.  S’ils  ont  debite  a leur  retour 
une  fable  concertee  entr’eux  et  le  mi- 
“■  niftre,  ils  n’ont  pu  dans  le  fuite  faire 
“ connaitre  la  verite,  fans  avouer  qu’ils 
“ avoient,  ete  des  fourbes  vendus  a un  fee- 
“ lerat,”  &:c.  Vol.  TIL  p.  227. — Ip  a word, 
the  belief  that  a child  was  fubftituted  in 
the  place  of  Demetrius,  though  liable  to  ' 
many  objedions,  is  yet  attended  with  much 
fewer  difficulties,  than  the  notion  that  the 
tzar  who  reigned  under  the  name  of  Deme- 
trius was  an  impoftor. 

and 
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BOOK  and  even  after  the  eledlion  of  VafTili  ShulHeij  folemnly  pro- 

^ ^.-L^tefted  that  the  faid  Demetrius  was  the  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vaf- 

lilievitch  ; and  that  he  himfelf  was  Griflca  Otrepief,  who  had 
condiifled  the  prince  into  Poland.  Soon  afterwards  Grifka 
was  conveyed  to  Mofcow  by  order  of  Vaffili  Shuifki,  and  to- 
tally difappeared -•'•h 

If  this  narrative  is  authentic,  according  to  the  confeflioii 
of  Mr.  Muller,  it  completely  refutes  the  reprefentation  of  the 
oppofite  party.  In  what  manner  then  does  this  ingenious 
author  attempt  to  difcredit  the  pofitive  teftimony  of  Mar- 
garet ; for  upon  this  the  whole  queftion  feems  to  turn. 
But  how,”  fays  he,  <<  can  we  imagine,  that  any  one  could 
ever  hold  two  perfons  to  be  the  fame  individual,  at  a time 
when  the  contrary  could  be  fo  eafily  proved  ?”  The  con- 
trary indeed  could  be  eafily  proved  during  the  reign  of  De- 
metrius, when  Grilka  was  at  Mofcow  or  at  Yaroflaf,  and  at  a 
time  when  few  Ruffians  doubted  the  fa(51: ; but  the  afler- 
tion  was  not  fo  eafy  to  be  refuted  when  Grilka  was  fent  no 
one  knows  where,  and  when  no  perfon  durft;  contradi6t  the 
manifefto  of  Vaffili  Shuiflci.  ‘‘  Let  us  fuppofe,”  adds  Mr. 
Muller,  that  the  oppofite  party,  in  defiance  of  all  truth, 
“ had  firft  invented  fo  groundlefs  a fable  ; let  us  fuppofe, 
“ that  Grifka  was  immediately  baniffied,  as  foon  as  the 
“ enemies  of  Demetrius  had  made  the  latter  pafs  for  that 
monk ; how  does  it  happen  that  no  writer,  befide  Mar- 
<<  garetf,  has  taken  notice  of  fo  remarkable  a circumftances?” 

* Margaret,  152  to  157,  ferts,  that  Demetriuo  was  the  natural  fon  of 

+ Margaret,  howcvei-,  docs  not  (land  fin-  Stephen  Bathori  king  of  Poland,  which  is 
glc  ill  fuppoling  Grifka  and  him  whopafled  fufticient  to  fliow  that  the  report  was  rife 
for  Demetrius  to  be  difliiufl  perfons.  For,  at  that  time  of  Grifka  and  the  other  being 
among  others,  Conrad  BufTau,  who  was  different  perfons.  S.  R.  G.  vol,  V.  p,  191. 
prefent  at  Mofcow  during  the  troubles,  al- 
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It  is  generally  allowed  that  one  good  evidence  ought  to 
outweigh  a croud  of  prejudiced  witneifes,  fo  that  if  Marga- « — — 
ret’s  credibility  is  fuperior  to  that  of  his  opponents,  we  mult, 
though  he  ftands  fingle,  affent  to  the  truth  of  his  account. 

And  who  are  the  writers  whofe  authority  is  preferred  to  that 
-of  Margaret?  The  native  hiftorians,  who  wrote  after  the 
accellion  of  Vaffili  Shuifki.— But  their  teftimony  cannot 
be  admitted  in  this  cafe  ; for  could  any  Ruffian  venture 
to  contradidl;  the  manifefto  of  the  fovereign,  or  call  in  quef- 
tion  the  fan<Slity  of  the  relics  eftabliffied  by  a decree  of  the 
church  * ? 


It  muft  be  cohfeffed,  however,  that  there  is  one  authof 
Who  is  not  liable  to  thefe  fufpicions.  “ Petreius,”  continues 
Mr.  Muller,  has  given,  in  many  inftances,  the  moft  exadf 
intelligence  ^ and  he  has  demonftrated  the  impofture  of 
the  fal'fe  Demetrius  with  many  proofs.  Is  it  poffible, 
“ therefore,  to  fuppofe  him  ignorant  that  Demetrius  and 
‘‘  Grifka  were  two  different  perfons,  if  that  fa6l  had  been 
well  grounded?”  Here  then  the  teftimony  of  Petreius 
is  put  in  the  fcaie  with  that  of  Margaret^  both  foreigners. 


* It  may  perhaps  be  thought  by  many 
"too  bold  to  let  alide  the  authority  of  all  the 
Ruffian  hiftorians,  who  may  be  fuppofed  to 
hcr/e  obtained  better  intelligence  than  fo- 
Teigners-.  but  Mr.  Muller  calls  in  qtleftion 
the  teftimoAy  of  a Ruffiian  embaflador  ■ in 
favour  of  Demetrius,  becaufe  he  wrote  at  a 
time  when  the  latter  was  upon  the  throne, 
and  acknowledged  by  the  whole  nation  : 
for  the  fame  reafon,  therefore,  we  muft  fet 
alide  the  evidence  of  the  Ruffians  who  wrote 
after  bis  affaffimation,  and  at  a time  when 
his  being  an  impoftor  was  marie  an  article 
■of  the  public  faith. 

And,  indeed,  if  it  is  confidered  from  what 
fufpicious  memorials  the  Ruffian  authors  muft 
have  drawn  their  materials,  this  mode  of 

VoL.  E D 


proceeding  will  hot  appear  unjuflifiable. 
Of  all  the  Ruffiian  writings  relating  to  the 
hiftory  of  Demetrius,  cited  by  Mr.  Muller, 
the  principal  are  the  manifeftos  of  Shuilkr, 
and  a manufcript  account  of  the  trouble?, 
comjriled  by  order  of  the  tzar  Michael,  and 
fent  to  the  king  of  France  as  a juftilicatioii 
'of  the  war  entered  into  againft  Sw'edeii'o 
But  luch  documents  ift'uing  from  govern- 
ment muft  in  this  inftance  be  allowed 
to  be  very  exceptionable  records. — In  ail 
affairs,  wheiein  the  national  prejiidices  ai'o 
not  concerned,  the  evidence  of  a native  is 
to  be  preferred  to  that  of  foreigners ; but 
the  teftimony  of  the  latter  becomes  I'npe- 
rior,  when  tire  former  ai^  warped  by  fear 
or  prejudice. 

<J  c! 
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BOOK  both  prefent  at  Mofcow  at  the  time  of  the  infiirre6lion,  and 
' j and  both  fuppofed  to  be  unbiaffed  by  the  civil  and  religious 
prejudices  of  the  Ruffians,  and  yet  both  of  different  fenti- 
ments.  Let  us  therefore  examine  their  charadter  and  litu- 
ation,  and  conlider  whether  there  are  any  circumffcances 
which  render  one  writer  more  worthy  of  credit  than  the 
other.  Margaret  was  a Frenchman,  who  entered  the  Ruffian 
fervice  in  the  reign  of  Boris  Godunof,  was  prefent  in  the 
army  which  was  fent  out  again  ft  Demetrius,  and  always  adled 
with  approved  bravery  and  fidelity.  Afterwards,  when  De- 
metrius afeended  the  throne,  he  was  continued  in  his  fervice 
as  captain  of  the  guards.  He  poffeffed,  therefore,  many  op- 
portunities of  inveftigating  his  real  hiftory ; and  he  has 
recorded  it  in  a work  which,  upon  his  return  to  France, 
he  publifhed  at  the  command  of  Henry  IV. 

Mr.  Muller,  however,  objedts  to  the  authenticity  of  Mar- 
garet’s narrative  in  the  following  words.  A witnefs  of  this 
“ fort  would  not  be  admitted  in  any  court  of  juftice,  and 
‘‘  cannot,  in  this  inftance,  merit  our  belief.  His  judgement 
might  be  warped,  partly  from  confidering  it  as  a difgrace 
to  have  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  an  impoftor,  and  partly 
from  not  being  well  ufed  by  the  oppofite  party  after  the 
death  of  the  falfe  Demetrius.  Hence  he  might  be  enticed, 
from  motives  of  refentment,  to  brand  with  infamy  the 
‘‘  enemies  of  Demetrius,  and  to  treat  as  mere  falfehoods  all 
the  reports  of  the  impoftor’s  real  origin.  We  muft,  there- 
fore,  accufe  Margaret  either  of  having  advanced  a falfe- 
“ hood,  or  fuppofe  that  he  had  heard  of  another  Otrepief, 
who  was  at  that  time  prefent  at  Mofcow,  and  whom  he 
“ ftrangely  confounds  with  Grilkat.” 

» Krtat  cic  I’Krupiic  (le  Rutne,  kc.  Par  Ic  Capitaine  Margaret. 

S.  K.  (X  vcl.  V.  p.  182  and  193. 
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This  is  the  only  objedtion  which  even  the  ingenuity  of 
Mr.  Muller  can  urge  againft  Margaret.  ^ , — 1 

Petreius,  whofe  authority  is  fo  fondly  preferred  to  that  of 
Margaret,  was  minifter-  from  Charles  IX.  king  of  Sweden 
to  the  court  of  Mofcow  in  the  reigns  of  Boris  Godunof, 
Demetrius,  and  Vaffili  Shuifki.  The  clofe  connedlion  of 
Demetrius  with  Sigifmond  king  of  Poland,  the  inveterate 
enemy  of  Charles  IX.  induced  the  latter  to  tender  his  alTiit- 
ance  to  Boris  Godunof,  upon  the  firft  entrance  of  the  new 
claimant  into  Ruffia.  Charles  is  alfo  reprefented  as  greatly 
alarmed  at  the  fuccefs  of  Demetrius,  and  immediately  after 
his  aflaflination  entered  into  a treaty  of  the  Itridteft  amity 
with  Vaffili  Shuiflu.  It  was  therefore  the  interefl  of 
the  Swediffi  court  to  reprefent  Demetrius  as  an  impoftor, 
and  Petreius,  as  Swediffi  minifter,  was  obliged  to  counte- 
nance the  report  patronized  by  his  mafter.  But  if  we  ffiould 
even  allow  that  Petreius  was  not  influenced  in  his  judge- 
ment by  the  politics  of  his  owm  court,  yet  as  an  author, 
he  is  liable  to  great  exception  ; for  the  numberlefs  fi<fl;i- 
ons  and  grofs  mifreprefentations,  which  he  retails  in  his 
Chronicle,  prove  his  extreme  -pronenefs  to  credulity  t. 
Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  credibility  of  Margaret 
Hands  unimpeached,  and  even  the  penetrating  fagacity 


* Dalin’s  Gefchkhte  von  Schvve(3en,  vol. 
IV.  p.  475. 

f Mr.  Muller  has  noticed  and  correfted 
innumerable  errors  relative  to  , the  nioft  im- 
portant tranfaftions  in  the  Chronicle  of 
Petreius.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  mention 
them.  I fliall  therefore  only  relate  one, 
which  will  unqueflionably  prove  the  credu- 
lity of  Petreius.  “ Feodor  Ivanovitch,”  fays 
that  author,  “ upon  his  death-bed,  being 
“ requefted  by  the  nobility  to  name  a fuccef- 
“ for,  anfwered,  That  perfon  to  whom  I 
“ Ihall  deliver  my  fceptre  fliallbe  tzar  after 
“ me.’  Soon  afterwards  he  offered  it  to  Feo- 
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“ dorNikititch  Romanof ; btit  he  delwered 
“ it  to  his  brother  Alexander,  who  gave  it  to  a 
“ third  called  John,  who  prefented  it  to  a 
“ fourth  calledMichael.  I'he  latterpalfed  it 
“ to  another  nobleman  : atlaflthetzar  threw 
“ the  fceptre  from  him,  crying  out  in  a paf- 
“ fion,  ‘ Take  it  who  will;’  upon  which 
“ Boris  took  it  up,  and  the  tzar  died  immedi- 
“ ately.”  This  idle  fable  is  contradicted  by 
the  moft  autbentick  records,  by  the  whole 
hiltory  of  the  fubfequent  elcdtion  of  Boris 
Godunof;  and  yet  this  is  the  writer  whofe 
authority  is  opjiofed  to  Margaret.  See 
S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  64,  &c, 
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^ of  Mr.  Muller  himfelf  can  only  difcover  in  his  work  a few- 
'-TTv— trifling  errors  which  are  of  no  moment  It  appears  then, 
that  both  as  to  character  and  fltuation,  the  teftimony  of  Mar« 
garet  is  preferable  to  that  of  Petreius  ; and  if  the  queflion  is- 
to  be  ultimately  decided  by  one  of  thefq  two  writers,  whofe 
authority  is  the  mofl;  iinqueftionable,.  the  tzar  who  reigned 
under  the  name  of ’Demetrius  was  no  impoflor,  but  the  reaE 
foil  of  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  IL 

I fliall  now  throw  together  a.  number  of  particulars,^ 
which,  in  addition  to  thofe  already  enumerated, pnduce  m.e^ 
to  efpoufe  the  opinion  that' the  tzar  was  no  impoflor, 

I.  The  condu61;  of  Boris  Godunoh  2,,Suppofed  refem-r- 
blance  between  the  real  Demetrius  and  the,  perfon  who 
reigned  in  his  name.  3,. His  fucce.fs  andxondudl  upon  the_ 
throne.  4,  .Teflimony  of  Maria  Feodorofna. , 5.  Arguments  , 
ufed  by  the  Ruflrans  to,  prove  the  impoflure. 

1 . The  condudt  of  Boris  Godunof  plainly  demonflrates 
that  he  thoughb  him  .the  real  Demetrius.  For  otherwife,. 
why  did  he,  not,  produce,  Maria  Feodorofna,  the  mother  of, 
Demetrius,  arid  obtain  her  publick  avowal  that  her  fon  was,., 
not  alive ''‘‘M  Her  tefliruony  at  that  time  would  have.un-, 
queflionably  afcertained  the  impoflure  of  the  perfon,  who  ■ 
claimed,  the  throne  as  her  offspring.  Probably  Boris  Go- 
dunof  examined,  her,  privately  and,  finding  her  to.  perfifl  ,: 
in  her  aflertion,.  that  Dernetrius  had  efcaped  from  Uglitz,  „ 
he  removed  her  to  a convent  at  a confiderable  diftance,. 
from  Mofcow,  that  fhe. might  not  give,  a faijcflion  to  the  pree 
tenfions  of  his  rivaL 

2.  The  fuppofed  refemblance  between  the  prince  Deme- 
trius, who  was  educated  atUglitz,  and,theipcrfon  who  reigned,. 

* Piiia  tant  dc  faultes  allegations  pour  “ teiroger  la  mere  en  public,  pour  teiuoigr 
“ peOuacler  Ic  pcuplc,  qu’il  ertoit  un  ini-  “.ncv  ce  (^ui  en  eftpit.”  Margaret, .p, 

’*  polled,  (aa|  q.uc  pniais^Bons  Yonluft.ir,-, 
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Wider  his  narme,  comes  next  under  confideration.  This  re- 

femblance  confifted  in  a wart  under  the  right  eye,  and  in 

one  arm  fhorter  than  the  other.  “ But  how  is  it  known,” 
fays  Mr.  Muller  upon  this  head,  ‘‘  that  the  prince  had  thefe 
^ defeats  ? for  they  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Ruffian  narra- 
tives,  but  are  only  related  by  foreigners,  who  had  never 
‘‘  feen  him.  May  we  not  therefore  fuppofe  them  mere  in- 
ventions,  calculated  to  difplay  fome  refemblance  between 
^ the  true  and  falfe  Demetrius  In  anfwer  to  this  we  may 
reply,  that  the  Ruffian  accounts,  evidently  comjMled  long  after 
the  period  in  queftion,  and  chiefly  taken  from  the  mani- 
feftos  of  government,  would  never  record  any  circuinftance 
which  might  tend,  in  the  flighteft  degree,  to  favour  any 
likenefs  between  a perfon  whom  they  ftyled  an  impoftor, 
and  the  young  prince.  And  it  may  be  added,  that  if  the 
tzar  alledged  the  wart  under  his  right  eye,  and  the  fhortnefs 
of  his  arm,  as  proofs  of  his  being  the  real  Demetrius,  who 
can  fuppofe  that  the  prince  had  not  thefe  defeats,  when  there 
were  fo  many  perfons  of  .the  firfl:  diftindtion  who  coukl  con- 
tradidl-the  truth  of  the  report  ? “ But-  even  allowing  the 
fa6t,’’  continues  Mr.  Muller,  the  conclufion  by  no  means  - 
‘‘  follows,  as  the  ftrongeft  refemblance  has  been  frequently  . 
^‘•obferved  between  two  different  perfons ; . and  it  is  like-- 
^‘-v/ife  poflible,  that  the  falfe  Demetrius  might  have  imi- 
tated  a v/art  in  his -face,  and  have  feigned  a defeat  in  hiS' 
arm.”  It  is  poffible,  indeed,,  to  account  for  thele  circum.-  - 
flances  indhis; manner ; ..ftiil,  however,  they  muft  be  conli- 
dered,  though  not  as  pofitive,  yet  as  flrong  prefumptivc  evi-  - 
dence  in  his  favour,  efpeeially  when  joined  to  many  offier 
collateral,  proofs. 

3.  The  fuccefa-of  his  enterprize,  and  his  condiafl;  upenthe 
thronCj  feem  to  prove  that  he  was  the  real  Demetrius*-.  lie 
S.  S,..C.  yoL 
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BOOK  entered  Ruffia  with  an  inconfiderable  force,  which  encreafed 
V — ' as  he  advanced ; and  although  totally  defeated,  and  almoft 
deferted  by  the  Poles,  yet  his  army  was  foon  recruited,  and 
became  more  formidable  than  before  his  difcomfiture.  Per- 
fons  of  the  firft  diftindlion  joined  him  from  all  quarters; 
-and  the  more  he  became  perfonally  known  to  the  Ruffians, 
the  greater  number  of  partizans  flocked  to  his  ftandard. 
Nor  did  this  feem  owing  to  any  want  of  popularity  in  Boris 
Godunof,  whofe  adminiftration  was  greatly  refpe6ted  for  its 
vigour  and  wifdom ; it  rather  proceeded  from  a general  con- 
viction that  he  was  Demetrius. 

When  he  was  feated  upon  the  throne  he  did  not  act  like 
an  impoftor.  Had  he  been  one,  he  would  fcarcely  have 
pardoned  Vaffili  Shuhki,  who  had  thrown  doubts  upon  the 
reality  of  his  defcent.  Inftead  of  difbelieving,  as  he  did,  the 
ftrongeft  reports  of  an  impending  infurreflion,  he  would 
have  given  a ready  ear  to  the  flighteft  rumours  of  plots  and 
machinations,  and  have  taken  every  precaution  againft  them. 
In  a word,  his  general  character  was  as  thoughtlefs  and  in- 
confiderate  as  it  was  open  and  flncere  ; and,  above  all,  his 
freedom  from  fufpicion  andjealoufy  were  incompatible  with 
the  principles  of  an  ufurper 

4.  The  condudl  of  Maria  Feodorofna  muft  be  admitted  as 
fupporting  the  fame  lide  of  the  queftion.  After  having 

* “ Puis  parlous,”  fays  Margaret,  “ cle  “ f^avoit  bien  que  nnl  n’ofoit  afpirer  a la 
“ fa  clemeuce,  envcrs  un  chacun  apres  qu’il  “ couronne  que  la  elite  niaifon  de  Chouitf- 
“ fut  receu  en  Mofeo,  et  principalement  “ qui.  II  pardonna  aufli  a plufieurs  autres  ; 

envcrs  Vacilli  Choutfqui,  lequel  fut  con-  “ car  il  eftoit  fans  foup^on,”  p-  171. 

“ vaincu  de  trahifon,  See.  ct  mefmes  fut  Ic-  “ Si  il  fe  fut  fenty  coupable  en  aucune 
" dit  Demetrius  prii  par  tous  les  affiflans  “ chofe,  ileufteujuftefujet  decroire  lesina- 
“ dc  Ic  fairc  mourir,  veu  qu’il  s’cftait  ton-  “ chinationsettrahifonscomplolteesettram- 
“ jours  trouve  perturbateur  du  repos  pub-  “ niccs  contrefaperfanne,des  quelles  il  etoit 
“ lie.  Jc  parlc  comme  ayant  ouy  ct  veu  “ affez  adverty,  et  y eull  pu  remedier  avec 
“ Ic  rout  de  mes  oreillcs.  Ce  non  obftant  “ grande  facilitc,”  p.  174. 

“ jl  luy  pardonna,  combicn  que  Demetrius 
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openly  acknowledged  him  for  her  fon,  hie  is  faid  to  have 
I)ublickly  difowned  him.  If  both  the  avowal  and  denial  were ' — , — 
equally  publick,they  both  might  equally  have  been  extorted 
by  fear  ; and  her  teftimony  muft  be  confidered  as  null.  For 
what  credit  can  that  woman  deferve  who  could  at  one 
time  admit  a perfon  to  be  her  fon,  and  at  another  rejecft 
him  as  fuch  ? We  may  obferve,  however,  this  difference, 
that  in  the  former  inftance  fhe  owned  him  in  perfon ; in  the 
latter,  fhe  was  not  confronted  with  him,  but  her  anfwer  was 
brought  by  Vaffili  Shuiflci '•'q  who  was  moft  interefted  to 
prove  him  an  impoftor.  It  therefore  follows,  that  if  (as 
feems  to  be  the  cafe)  her  avowal  was  publick,  and  her  denial 
was  not,  the  former  is  more  to  be  depended  upon  than  the 
latter,  and  her  teftimony  muft  be  admitted  in  his  favour  t. 

5.  The  very  arguments  advanced  by  the  Ruffians  to  afeer- 
tcin  his  impofture,  ftrongly  eftablifli  the  contrary  pofition. 

For  how  was  the  reality  of  his  imperial  defeent  invalidated 
by  his  being  a forcerer,  an  heretic,  or  a mulician,  by  his 
predile61:ion  to  the  Poles,  not  bowing  to  the  image  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas, not  bathing,  eating  veal,  and  fuch  frivolous  accufa- 
tions  X.  Does  not  the  adoption  of  thefe  nugatory  infinua- 


* Mr.  Muller  fays,  ValTili  Shuilki  took 
the  trouble  of  repairing  hijtifclf  to  the  convent  . 
Gab  fich  felbfl:  die  muehe. 

f The  Ruffian  authors  affert,  that  at  the 
time  when  the  relics  were  conveying  to 
Mofeovv,  file  publickly  retraefted  the  former 
tefiimony  which  flie  had  given  in  his  favour, 
upon  their  firft  interview  near  Mofeow ; 
confeffing,  that  fiie  had  been  induced  by 
threats,  as  well  as  from  a defire  of  procur- 
ing her  liberty,  to  acknowledge  an  alien  for 
her  fon.  But  how  are  ue  certain  that  fiie 
really  made  this  publick  confefllon  ? its 
truth  entirely  refts  upon  the  Ruffian  papers, 
which  cannot  be  efieemedau  then  tick  records. 
BiU  why  was  her  publick  recantation  poll- 


poned  to  fo  late  a period  ? and  why  was  fiie 
not  confronted  with  the  tzar,  when  he  fo 
repeatedly  appealed  to  her  tefiimony  as  the 
ftrongefi  proof  of  his  being  the  real  Deme- 
trius ? Have  we  not  every  reafon  to  con- 
clude, either  that  fiie  did  not  publickly  rc- 
tra6f  her  former  afleverations  in  his  favour; 
or  that,  being  in.Vaflili  Shufiki’s  power,  file 
had  been  finally  compelled  to  ad  in  fubfer- 
viency  to  his  mandate  ? 

'I  hlany  Ruffians,  while  they  confefled 
that  he  was  the  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vaffilie- 
vltch,  denied  his  right  to  the  throne,  be- 
caufe  his  mother  being  the  levcnth  wife  of 
that  tzar,  he  was!  illegitumUe.  Margaret, 
p.  IV. 
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tions  befpeak  a great  deficiency  of  fatisfaitory.  arguments  ? 

^ ^ ^they  may  incline,  indeed,  the  Ruflians  to  believe  him  an 

ulurper,  but  do  not  prove  him  one  in  the  eyes  of  difpaffionate 
judges.  The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  as  he  began  to  lofe  the 
affection  of  his  fubjeds  by  his  inconfiderate  contempt  of  their 
cuftoms  and  religion  ; thefe,  and  many  other  unfavourable 
reports,  calculated  to  raife  and  encreafe  the  popular  odium, 
were  circulated  by  the  intrigues  of  Vafiili  Shuifki,  who,  upon 
his  alTallination,  Was  raifed  to  the  throne. 

The  fame  remarks  extend,  with  ftill  greater  force,  to  the 
afie'rtion,  that  the  body  interred  at  Uglitz  was  that  of  the 
real  Demetrius  from  its  uncorrupted  ftate,  and  the  miracles 
it  performed.  For  the  uncorrupted  ftate  of  that  body,  when 
it  was  firft  Conveyed  to  Mofcow,  evidently  prove  it  to  have 
been  fuppofititious  ; and  the  miracles  it  is  faid  to  have  per- 
formed, will  convert  no  prbfelytes  without  the  pale  of  the 
RuflTian  church.  When  every  other  expedient  failed  of  con- 
vincing the  generality  of  the  Rulfians,  that  the  late  tzar  was 
an  impoftor,  recourfe  was  finally  had  to  pretended  miracles 
•and  facred  relics.  And  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  this  method 
of  convincing  an  ignorant  and  fuperftitious  people  who 
doubted  (and  there  were  many  who  doubted)  was  a ftroke  of 
the  moll  confummate  policy  ; as  by  thefe  means  the  alfer- 
tions  of  Valfili  Shuifki  were  fancflified  by  an  ecclefiaftical  de- 
cree ; and  the  impofture  of  his  rival  became  an  article  of 
publick  faith.  Indeed,  fuch  is  the  fuperftition  with  which 
the  ufiirpation  of  Grilka  is  ftill  maintained,  that  even  at 
this  di  fiance  of  time  no  Ruffian  hiftorian  could  venture  to 
hint  that  Demetrius  was  not  affaffinated  at  Uglitz,  and  that 
the  perfon  who  affiimed  his  name  was  not  Grifka  : for  it 
would  be  contradifling  a fundamental  principle  of  belief, 
I and 
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and  reje£ling  the  relicks  of  a faint  much  revered  in  this 
country.  * — ,-L« 

But  it  is  time  to  finilh  this  inquiry,  which  is  already  too 
long.  I fhall,  therefore,  conclude  in  a few  words,  that 
having  endeavoured  to  examine  the  hiftory  of  the  tzar  De- 
metrius without  prejudice  or  partiality,  I am  ftrongly  inclined 
to  believe  that  he  was  not  an  impoftor,  but  the  real  perfonage 
whofe  name  he  affumed 

* For  the  hiftory  of  Demetrius,  fee  Pe-  conciled,  as  much  as  poftlble,  the  contra- 
treius  Mofcov.  Chron.  Margaret’s  Eftat  de  diftory  accounts  of  the  different  writers : 
la  Ruffie,  p.  i8  and  19. — iii — 175.  Pay-  and  though  he  has  entirely  adopted  the 
ern  in  Schmidt.  Ruff.  Gef.  vol.  11.  and  par-  Ruffian  prejudices,  yet  he  has  given  the  ar- 
ticularly  Muller’s  S.  R.  G.  vol,  V.  p.  i8r  guments  of  the  oppolite  party  with  as  much 
to  380.  That  ingenious  author  has  drawn  candour  as  could  be  expected  from  an  au- 
together,  in  one  point  of  view,  the  principal  thor  who  wrote  in  Rulfia. 
events  of  this  troubleforae  tera,  and  has  re- 


VOL.  1. 


E e e 


CHAP. 


£ 394  3 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Of  the  princefs  Sophia  Alexiefna. — Her  charaBer  mifrepre^ 
fented — and  from  what  caufes. — Her  power  and  influence 
during  the  reign  0/ Feodor  Alexievitch. — Upon  his  demife 
excluded  from  all  Jhare  in  the  adminijiration  of  affair s» — 
Peter  appointed  tzar  to  the  prejudice  of  his  brother  Ivan.— 
Proofs  that  he  was  not  raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  nomination 
of  Feodor,  and  that  his  elediion  was  not  unanimous. — In-- 
furredlion  of  the  Strelitz. — l^umult  and  majfacre. — Ivan 
and  Peter  declared  joint  fovereigns,  and  Sophia  regent.'-^ 
Probable  caufes  of  that  revolution. — fhe  conduB  q/' Sophia 
jujiified  from  various  afperfions. — Her  fall  and  imprifon- 
ment. — Unjuflly  accufed  of  attempting  to  affdffinate  Peter. 
— Rebellion  of  the  Strelitz. — Defeated. — Fruit lefs  attempts 
to  conviB  Sophia  of  a correfpondence  zvith  the  rebels. She 
affufnes  the  veil. — Her  death. 


HERE  is  fcarcely  any  portion  in  the  annals  of  this 


country  more  important  than  the  minority  of  Peter 
the  Great,  and  no  charadler  more  grofsly  mifreprefented 
than  that  of  his  filler  Sophia  Alexiefna,  who  governed 
Rulfia  during  that  period.  This  illuftrious  princefs  united, 
in  a very  extraordinary  degree,  a variety  of  perfonal  and 
mental  accomplilliments  ; but  as  llie  headed  a party  in  op- 
pofition  to  Peter,  the  idolatry,  which  has  been  univerfally 
paid  to  his  extenlive  genius,  has  greatly  contributed  towards 
climinifliing  the  luftre  of  her  adminillration. 
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I was  led  into  thefe  reflexions  from  a vifit  which  I paid 
to  the  nunnery  of  Devitz,  in  the  fuburbs  of  Mofcow,  where ' — . — 
Sophia  was  confined  during  the  laft  feventeen  years  of  her 
life ; and  as  we  have  fcarcely  any  knowledge  of  her  cha- 
radter  but  through  the  medium  of  her  adverfaries,  I fhall 
throw  together  a few  particulars,  which  induce  me  to  fee  her 
condu6l  in  a favourable  light ; and  fhall  endeavour  to  refcue 
her  name  from  that  obloquy,  which  has  fo  unjuftly  perfe- 
cuted  her  memory 


* Three  foreign  writers  have  principally 
contributed  to  render  the  charadter  of  So- 
phia extremely  odious. 

1.  The  firft  of  thefe  writers  is  Gordon, 
in  his  Life  of  Peter  the  Great.  But  his 
teftimony  is  in  this  inftance  extremely  ex- 
ceptionable, as  well  on  account  of  his  noto- 
rious partiality  to  Peter,  as  becaufe  he  was 
particularly  prejudiced  againft  prince  Vaflili 
Galitzin,  Sophia’s  prime  minifter,  for  hav- 
ing degraded  his  relation  and  patron  gene- 
ral Patrick  Gordon.  See  Korb  Diarium, 
p.  216. 

2.  The  fecond  author  is  La  Neuville,  in 
his  Relation  de  la  Mofcovie,  who  dignifies 
himfelf  with  the  title  of  envoy  from  the  king 
of  Poland  to  the  court  of  Mofcow;  and  is 
generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  refident  in 
that  city  at  the  time  of  Sophia’s  fall.  His 
authority,  therefore,  is  deemed  unqueflion- 
able  ; and  the  enemies  of  this  princefs  have 
not  failed  to  cite  it  in  proof  of  their  afler- 
tions.  Any  perfon,  however,  in  the  lead 
converfant  with  the  hiftory  of  Ruffia,  will 
perceive  in  this  work  the  grolfed  contra- 
didtions,  and  the  mod  abfurd  tales.  The 
author,  after  loading  the  portrait  of  Sophia 
with  more  deceit  and  cruelty  than  ever  dil'- 
graced  a Tiberius,  or  a Cnsfar  Borgia, 
afledts  the  mod  perfedt  knowledge  of  all  the 
fecret  cabals  between  her  and  prince  Ga- 
litzin : he  declares  their  intention  of  mar- 
rying ; of  re-uniting  the  Greek  and  Latin 
churches ; of  compelling  Peter  to  affume 
the  monadick  habit,  or,  if  that  failed,  of 
aflaflinating  him  ; of  declaring  the  children 
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Sophia 

of  Ivan  illegitimate ; and  of  fecuring 
the  throne  to  themfelves  and  their  heirs. 
And  as  if  this  chimerical  projedt  had  been 
thought  fure  of  fuccefs,  he  adds,  that  prince 
Galitzin  had  dill  further  views  : he  hoped, 
that  by  re-uniting  Ruflia  to  the  Roman  ca- 
tholic church,  he  fliould  be  able  to 
obtain  the  pope’s  permiffion  (if,  as  he  flat- 
tered himfelf,  he  fltould  furvive  Sophia)  to 
appoint  his  own  legitimate  fon  his  fucceflbr 
to  the  throne,  in  preference  to  thofe  whom 
he  fliould  have  by  the  princefs,  while  his 
wife  was  alive.  Rut  fuch  abfurd  accounts 
carry  their  own  refutation,  and  the  writer 
who  retails  them  mud  finely  deferve  no 
degree  of  credit,  even  fliould  he  be  “ le 
“ temoin  oculaire,”  as  Voltaire  dyles  him, 
“ de  ce  qui  fe  pafla.”  But  the  truth  is, 
that  this  envoy  to  Mofcow  is  a fuppofititious 
perfon  : the  author  was  one  Adrien  Bail- 
Jet,  who  dyled  himfelf  de  la  Neuville, 
from  a village  of  that  name,  in  which 
he  was  born,  and  w'as  never  in  Rulfia. 
The  Relation  de  la  Mofcovie  was  publiflied 
at  the  Hague  in  1699  ; and  was  probably 
compiled  by  the  author  from  the  vague  ac- 
counp  of  fome  of  Peter's  adherents,  who 
accompanied  that  nionarch  into  Holland  in 
the  year  1697.  Ifliallhave  occafion  to  men- 
tion further  proofs  againd  the  authenticity 
of  this  performance. 

See  Menkeni  Bibliotheca,  where  La  Re- 
lation de  la  Mofcovie  is  mentioned  amono 
the  works  of  Adrien  Baillet.  For  an  ac- 
count of  that  author,  fee  Niceron  Homines 
Illudres ; article  Ad.  Baillet. 
e e a 
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Sophia  was  born  in  the  month  of  Odtoher,  1658.  Her 
./father,.  Alexey  Michaelovifch,  the  fecond  fovereign  of  the 
houfe  of  Romanof,  was  twice  married  ; firft  to  Maria  Ili- 
nitchna  of  the  family  of  Milolafilci ; fecondly,  to  Natalia 
Kirilofna,  of  that  of  Narifkin  : by  the  former  he  had  Feodor, 
Ivan,  and  feveral  princefles,  among  whom  was  Sophia  by 
the  latter,- Peter  the  Great.  During  Maria’s  life,  her  family 
was  diftingahhed  by  Alexey,  and  enjoyed  a conliderable  in- 
fluence ; but  after  her  deceafe,  and  upon  his  marriage  with 
Natalia,  their  power  was  eclipfed  by  the  fuperior  afcendancy 
of  the  Narhkins,  who  fucceeded  to  the  confidence  and  fa-, 
vour  of  their  fovereign.  Hence  two  parties  were  formed  in 
the  court ; and  perpetual  quarrels  took  place  between  the 
children  of  Alexey  by  his  firfi:  wife,  and  their  ftep-mother 
Natalia.  During  this  period,  Ivan  Michaelovitch  Milolafiki, 
the  head  of  that  family,  endeavoured  fecretly  to  undermine 
the  Naidflcins  : he  attributed-. to  their  influence  that  the  taxes 
were  increafed ; that  the  pay  was  with-held  from  the  fol- 
diery  ; and,  in  a word,  reproached  them,  as  the  authors  of 
all  the  grievances  which  were  urged  againft  the  government 
of  Alexey.  By  thefe  and  other  artifices  he  laboured  to  render 
them  unpopular  ; and  having  gained-  over  to  his  party  a 


3.  Voltaire  has  contributed  more  than 
• any  other  writer  to  fpread  reports  injurious 
to  Sophia  ; but  the  truth  of  his  nairative 
of  her  rife,  adminiftration,  and  fall,  is  liable 
to  the  flrongcft  objeflions  : he  draws  many 
fa«fts,  urged  againll  Sophia,  from  the  work 
of  the  fuppofed  Polifli  envoy.  La  Ncuville, 
which  has  been  juft  fliown  to  be  of  no  au- 
thority ; and  extracts  the  remainder  almcft 
f'.lely  from  certain  memoirs,  which  being 
tranl'mittcd  to  him  by  order  of  the  emprefs 
Llifibcth,  Peter’s  daughter,  would  natu- 
rally throw  the  fevereft  cenfnrcs  upon  So- 
j)hia,  and  adopt  all  the  mifreprefentations 
of  her  advcrfnries. 

But  tl.c  violent  prepofTeflions  conceived 


againft  the  memory  of  this  unfortunateprin- 
cefs  begin  to  fubfide.  Muller  has  ventured  to 
juftify  her  charadter  in  fome  inftances  ; the 
author  of  the  Antidote  to  the  Abbe  de 
Chappe’s  Journey  into  Siberia,  fpeaks  of 
her  in  a favourable  manner  ; and  L’Evcfque 
has  evidently  fliown,  that  her  charadler  has 
been  grofsly  mifreprefented,  that  file  was  a 
princefs  of  great  merit,  and  by  no  means 
defervingof  the  reproaches  which  have  been 
caft  upon  her  condudf.  I had  already  finiflied 
this  cliaptcr,  as  well  as  the  laft,  before  his 
hiftory  made  its  appearance;  and  though  the 
arguments  of  that  judicious  liiftorian  had 
no  fliare  in  forming,  they  certainly  con- 
firmed my  opinion  in  favour  of  Sophia. 

large 
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large  body  of  Strelitz  waited  for  a favourable  opportunity 
of  executing  his  defigns  t. 

Upon  the  acceffion  of  Feodor  to  the  throne,  his  relations, 
the  family  of  Milolaffki,re-affumed  their  former  importance, 
and  the  Narifkins  were  excluded  from  all  lhare  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs. 

Sophia  had  gained  the  elfeem  and  affecfion  of  her  brother 
Feodor,  by  the  fuperiority  of  her  underftanding,  her  infinu- 
ating  addrefs,  and  unwearied  attention  during  the  long  ill- 
nefs  which  at  length  brought  him  prematurely  to  the  grave. 
To  her  that  weak  prince,  whofe  infirmities  rendered  him 
unfit  to  govern,  refigned  the  abfolute  dire(5fion  of  affairs, 
and,  at  her  fuggeftion,  placed  his  foie  confidence  in  prince 
Vaffili  Galkzin,  a nobleman  who  had  greatly  diffinguiflied 
himfelf,  under  the  reign  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  for  his 
political  abilities. 

Upon  the  demife  of  Feodor  without  ifTue,  on  the  27th  of 
April,  1682, Ivan  his  brother, and  rightful  heir  of  the  throne, 
was  excluded- from  the  fucceflion  on  account  of  his  incapa- 
city, and  his  half-brother  Peter  was  declared  tzar.  In  regard 
to  this  event,  the  partizans  of  Peter  endeavour  to  effablifli 
two  pofitions  : i.  That  he  was  raifed  to  this  dignity  in  con- 
fequence  of  Feodor’s  exprefs  appointment;  and,  2.  By  the. 
unanimous  voice  of  the  nation, 

I.  With  refpeck  to  the. firfl  pofftion,  that  Peter  was  nomi- 
nated tzar  in  confequence  of  Feodor’s  j;  exprefs  appointment, 
when  we  confider,  that  Feodor  was  entirely  governed  by 
Sophia  and  his  own  family,  it  is  not  probable,  that  he  fliould 

* The  Ruffi-an  regiments  of  guards  were  t I'^eodor  avant  d’expirer,  vovant  que  fon 
called  Strelitz,  or  Strcltfi,  until  they  were  frere  Ivan,  trop  diigiacie  de  la  nature, 
fuppreSed,  and  the  name  aboliflied,  by  ?e-  etait  incapable  de  regner,  nomma  pour  l*e- 
ter  tbe  Great,  ritier  des  RulFes  ion  I'ccond  frere  Pierre,  &c. 

f Sumorokoi’s  Aufniehr  der  Strelitzen,  Voltaire, 
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BOOK  ^61  in  direct  oppolition  to  their  intereRs,  and  enfure,  by  the 
« — nomination  of  Peter,  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  to  the 
Narifkins  ; and  this  Rate  of  the  cafe  has  been  lately  efta- 
bliflied  by  an  hiftorian  of  unqueftionable  authority,  who 
informs  us,  after  the  moft  authentic  records,  that  Peter  did 
not  owe  his  elevation  to  any  declaration  of  Feodor  in  his 
favour,  but  merely  to  the  fuffrages  of  thofe  perfons  in  whom 
the  right  of  nominating  the  fucceffor  was  vefted. 

2.  In  regard  to  the  fecond  pofltion,  the  unanimity  of  Pe- 
ter’s ele6tion,  Muller,  who  has  explored  the  Ruffian  archives 
with  a view  of  afcertaining  this  point,  can  fupply  us  with 
no  better  proofs  than  the  following  information  +. 

‘‘  Soon  after  the  death  of  Feodor,  all  the  fervants  of  the 
court,  the  officers,  and  ecclefiaftics,who  were  then  at  Mofcow, 
affembled  in  the  palace  and  the  court-yard  to  kifs  the  hand 
of  the  deceafed  monarch ; after  which  ceremony  they  alfo 
“ kiffed  the  hands  of -the  two  princes  Ivan  and  Peter,  the 
former  of  whom  was  fixteen,  and  the  latter  ten  years  of 
age.  The  ill  health  of  Ivan,  the  hopeful  appearance  of 
Peter,  and  the  well-known  prudence  and  virtue  of  his 
“ mother  induced  all  who  were  prefent  to  prefer  the 
younger  to  the  elder  brother,  and  unanimoufly  to  raife 
Peter  to  the  throne.  The  aftoniffiing  quiet  and  unanimity 
‘‘  with  which  this  important  affair  was  accomplifhed,  feems 
to  prove,  that  it  was  j)reconcerted  by  the  patriarch  and 
“ principal  nobility. 

The  patriarch  Joachim,  defcended  from  a noble 
family,  was  at  the  head  of  this  tranfadion.  As  foon  as 

* Trince  Sherebatof.  See  Bach.  Ruff,  years  of  age,  and  had  hitherto  given  no 
Bib.  vol.  V.  p.  502.  proofs  of  her  prudence  and  wifdom. — 

f Von  Peter’s  des  Groffen  erftern  Ge-  L’Evefque  more  juftly  ftyles  her  “ jeunc 
hng\ing  znm 'I  hron.  in  Jour.  Pet.  for  1780.  “ princeffe  (pii  n’avoit  pu  fc  fairc  encore 

J 'I  his  princefs  was  jhen  fcarcely  24  “ aucune  reputation.” 
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the  principal  courtiers,  ecclefiaftics,  nobles,  officers,  mer- 
chants,  and  a great  concourfe  of  people,  were  aflembied  be-  > — ^ 
fore  the  imperial  palace,  he  demanded  of  them,  whom  they 
would  nominate  tzar,  Ivan  or  Peter  ? The  qneitioii  zvas 
exitremely  unu/ua/fbutfheing by  the  circumftances, 
was  immediately  anfwered  in  favour  of  Peter.  Probably  the 
‘‘  party  of  Ivan  had  not  forefeen  that  a younger  prince  who, 

‘‘  was  a minor,  would  be  preferred  to  his  elder  brother,  a f7d 
‘‘  were  therefore  not  prepared  to  make  any  oppojition  to  the  ap^ 
pointment  of  Feter, 

Two  contradi61;ory  accounts  of  this  nomination  are 
given  in  two  of  the  moft  authentic  records  in  the  ar- 
chives  of  Mofcow.,  The  firll  informs  us  that  Ivan,  as  the 
^ eldeft,-  publickly  renounced  his  right  to  the  crown,  before 
it  could  be  conferred  upon  Peter  : the  fecond  makes  no 
mention  of  this  renunciation,  but  afcribes  the  nomination 
of  Peter  to  the  general  wifhes  of  the  nation.” 

The  firft  record  in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs  thus  re- 
lates the  tranfacftion. 

“ And  the  patriarch  Joachim,  and  the  metropolitans  and 
archbifhops,  and  all  the  clergy,  and  the  Siberian  and  Kaf- 
fimovian  princes,,  and  the  Boiars  and  Okolnitfhi,  and  the 
“ Doumnie-Diaki,  and  theStolnics  andStraeptflii,  and  the  no- 
“ bilityof  Mofcow,.and  the  Shilitfi,  and  the  nobles  from  the 
**  country,  and  the  foldiers  and  Gofti>  and  the  merchants  and 
people,  entreated  the  princes,  Ivan  and  Peter,  that  one  of 
them  would  pleafe  to?  afcend  the  hereditary  throne  of 
« Ruffia,’’  &c. 

And  the  Tzarovitch  IvanTaid,  “ It  being  advantageous  for 
“ the  publick  that  my  brother  the  Tzarovitch  and  great-duke 
“ Peter  fliould  afcend  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  becanfe  his  mother 
“ the  tzarina  Nat  alia  is  alive : I,  therefore,  the  tzarovitch 

“ and ' 
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BOOK  u great-duke  Ivan  refign  the  throne  to  the  tzarovitch 
— , — and  great-duke  Peter.  And  the  tzar  and  great-duke  Peter 
afcended  the  throne,”  &c. 

According  to  the  other  record,  which  is  in  the  Kofrad’s 
Buch  [or  a Journal  of  Occurrences  at  Court,]  ‘‘  the  patriarch 
demands  of  the  perfons  affembled  for  the  nomination  of 
the  new  fovereign,  whom  they  would  chufe  tzar,  Ivan  or 
Peter. 

And  theStolnics  and  Straeptflii,  and  the  nobles,  and  the 
Diaki,  and  the  Shilitii,and  the  Dietiboiarlki,  and  the  Gofti, 
‘‘  and  the  merchants,  and  the  other  people  of  different  ranks, 
‘‘  anfwered  unanimoully,  that  the  throne  of  all  the  king- 
doms  of  the  great  Ruffian  empire  belonged  to  Peter  Alex- 
‘‘  ievitch ; and  then  the  patriarch  addreffed  the  Boiars, 
‘‘  Okolnitchi,  privy  counfellors,  and  principal  perfons  be- 
longing  to  the  court;  and  the  Boiars,  Sec.  anfwered  una- 
“ nimoufly,  The  tzarovitch  and  great-duke  Peter  is,  by 
the  choice  of  all  the  Rates  and  people^  of  the  Mofcovite 
empire,  tzar  and  great-duke  of  all  Great,  Little,  and 
White  Ruffia,”  Sec.  Sec. 

We  may  remark  upon  thefe  extracts,  that  being  evidently 
compiled  by  the  friends  of  Peter,  even  if  they  did  not  con- 
tradidf  each  other,  their  authority  would  be  exceedingly  ex- 
ceptionable; nor  could  their  filence,  with  refpedf  to  any 
oj)polition,  be  confidered  as  a fufficient  teftimony  that  the 
fuffiragcs  in  favour  of  Peter  were  unanimous,  becaufe  his 
adherents  would  never  record  any  particulars  tending  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  to  invalidate  his  preteiffions,  or  to  fupport 
tlujfe  of  Ivan.  BcTides,  when  we  recolledl  the  power  of  the 
family  of  Mololaffki  during  the  reign  of  PTodor,  the  influ- 
ence w hich  prince  Vaffili  Galitzin  mufl:  have  acquired  from 
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his  office  of  prime -rainifter,  and  particularly  the  infmuating 
manners  and  popularity  of  Sophia,  all  of  whom  were  bound, ' — — 
not  only  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  intereft,  but  even  for  their 
common  fecurity,  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  Ivan,  we  cannot, 
with  any  degree  of  probability,  fuppofe  that  the  nomination 
of  Peter  was  as  unanimous  as  it  is  reprefented.  And  indeed 
it  is  certain  that  a nobleman,  named  Sumbalof,  abfolutely 
objected  to  the  invalidity  of  the  eledfion,  becaufe  the  younger 
brother  was  preferred  to  the  elder ; that  his  remoiiifance 
was  followed  by  thofe  of  many  others,  and  that  even  the  . 
patriarch  Joachim,  who  is  efteemed  by  Mr.  Muller  a ftrong 
advocate  of  Peter,  foon  afterwards  embraced  the  party  of 
Ivan  : thefe  circumftances  fecm  to  imply  that  Peter  was  not 
raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  nation, 
and  that  the  fuffrages  of  the  affembly  had  been  furpi'ized 
by  the  fecret  machinations  of  the  Nariikins. 

Peter,  however,  by  whatfoever  means  his  nomination  was 
obtained,  received,  as  foie  fovereign,  the  fealty  of  his  fub- 
jedts,  and  the  government  was  entrufted  to  his  mother  Na- 
talia. But  this  Bate  of  affairs  was  of  no  long  duration  : the 
party  in  oppofition  to  Peter  was  Ifrong  and  powerful ; his 
eledtion  was  not  as  yet  confirmed  by  the  whole  body  of  Stre- 
litz,  who,  to  ufe  the  fpirited  expreffion  of  a Ruffian  author, 
poffeffed  above  14,000  armed  votes  t;  and  their  peculiar 
lituation  at  this  important  jundture  rendered  them  fit  in- 
firuments  of  a new  revolution. 

Juft  before  Feodor’s  deraife,  and  even  while  that  monarch 
was  at  the  point  of  death,  nine  of  thefe  regiments,  quartered 
at  Mofcow,  having  tumultuoufly  affembled,  demanded 
redrefs  of  the  ill-treatment  they  pretended  to  have  received 
from  their  colonels,  and  an  inftant  difcharge  of  all  their  ar- 
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rears.  Prince  George  Dolgorucki,  their  chief,  ordered  one  of 
— , — ' the  ringleaders  to  be  feized,  and  having  condemned  him  to 
be  hripped  for  the  infli6lion  of  the  knoot,  an  immediate  in- 
furre^tion  was  the  confequence  ; the  executioners  were  in- 
fulted,  and  the  prifoners  refcued  On  the  day  fubfequent 
to  the  interment  of  Feodor,  the  foldiers  proceeded  in  a large 
body  to  the  Kremlin,  and  prefented  a petition  againft  nine  of 
their  colonels^,  who  being  delivered  to  them  by  the  miniftry^. 
as  the  only  means  of  appealing  the  tumult,  they  were  pub- 
licly whipped  and  difcharged  t.  Ivan  Milolaffki  inflamed, 
the  difcontents  of  this  mutinous  body  ; and  though  he  was- 
confined  to  his  chamber  by  a pretended  ficknefs,  he  yet 
contrived  to  hold  feveral  interviev/.s  with  the  ringleaders,, 
who  aflembled  at  night  in  his  palace.  Sophia  is  alfo 
accufed  of  being  prefent  at  thefe  meetings  ; of  difiri- 
buting  money  to  the  principal  infurgents  ; and  of  exafpe- 
rating  them  againft  the  family  of  Narifkin.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  of  May,  a report  being  fpread  that  Peter 
\vas  not  unanimoufly  elecfted,  the  drums  beat  to  arms  by 
order  of  Ivan  Milolaffki,  and  the  Strelitz  being  tumiiltuoufly 
alTembled,  two  perfons  of  his  party  entered  their  quarters, 
crying,  “ The  hour  of  vengeance  is  at  hand,  Ivan  Alexie- 
“ vitch  is  aftafiinated,  and  the  Narifkins  are  mafters  of 
Rufiia.  Revenge  the  murder  of  the  tzarovitch.”  The 
foldiers,  being  inflamed  to  fury  by  thefe  exclamations, 
marched  inftanta  'eoufly  with  drums  beating  and  colours 
flying  to  the  Kremlin,  tolled  the  great  bell,  furrounded  the 
palace,  and  demanded  the  traitors  who  had  alTaflinated  Ivan : 
although  the  tzarina  immediately  produced  both  Ivan  and 

•{•  Ibid.  p.  7i  ; and  Voltaire. 
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Peter,  yet  they  were  not  appeafed,  but  vehemently  called 
aloud  for  the  execution  of  the  Narilkins,  whofe  ambition  and  ^ ^ 
tyranny  would  entail  ruin  upon  their  country  ; adding,  that 
although  Ivan  had  hitherto  efcaped  their  machinations,  he 
was  yet  in  danger  of  being  affalTinated  at  fome  future  period  ; 
and  their  fury  was  ftill  further  augmented  by  a rumour  in- 
duftrioufly  circulated,  that  Ivan  Narilkin,  the  brother  of  the 
tzarina,  had  feized  the  diadem  and  royal  robes.  In  the  midft 
of  this  tumult,  one  of  the  officers  ventured  to  harangue  the 
foldiers  : he  affured  them,  that  Ivan  Alexeivitch  was  in  per- 
fedl  fafety  ; that  all  their  grievances  ffiould  be  redreffied ; 
and  exhorted  them  to  difperfe.  This  harangue  Teemed  to 
make  a fenfible  impreffion,  and  the  tumult  was  fubfiding  ; 
when  prince  Dolgorucki  imprudently  threatened  them  with 
the  fevereft  puniffiment  for  their  mutiny  and  rebellion  : in- 
flamed by  this  ill-timed  menace,  they  Teized  the  prince, 
hurled  him  into  the  air,  received  him  upon  their  pikgs,  and 
hewed  his  body  to  pieces.  This  affaffination  was  but  the 
prelude  to  a more  general  maffiacre,  which  took  place  in  the 
Kremlin,  and  in  different  parts  of  Mofeow,  and  continued 
during  three  days  without  intermiffion.  It  would  be  need- 
lefs,  as  well  as  fhocking  to  humanity,  to  enter  upon  a detail 
of  all  the  murders  committed  by  this  lawlefs  rabble;  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  obferve,thatnotonly  the  two  brothers  of  the  tzarina, 
and  a few  others  mofl;  obnoxious  to  the  infurgents,  fell  vidims 
to  their  fury,  but  feveral  perfons,  by  no  means  unpopular, 
were  facrificed  amidft  the  general  confulion  and  as  the  fol- 
diers were  roufed  almoft  to  madnefs  by  intoxication,  the 
houfes  of  many  citizens  were  plundered,  and  the  city  under- 
went a general  pillage. 

In  order  to  clofe  this  horrid  feene,  the  principal  nobles 
affembled  on  the  i8th  of  May,  and,  by  a compromife  bc- 
F f f 2 tween 
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^?n  ^ tween  the  two  parties,  Ivan  and  Peter  were  declared  joint 
' — . — 'Sovereigns ; but  as  Ivan  was  judged  incapable  of  governing, - 
and  Peter  was  in  his  minority,  the  adminiftration  of  affairs 
was  vefted  in  the  hands  of  Sophia.  Hence  conclufions  have- 
been  drawn  unfavourable  to  that  princefs  : file  is  accufed  of 
having  for  fome  time  maintained  a Secret  intelligence  with 
the  ringleaders  of  the  Strelitz  ; of  exciting  them  by  falfe  re- 
ports to  revolt,  of  ordering  money  and  Spirituous  liquors  to 
be  diftributed  among  the  Soldiers,  and  even  of  delivering  to 
them  a list of  forty  nobles  whom  llie  had  proscribed i All 
her  adtions  are  malignantly  interpreted  : when  Ivan  NariSkin 
was  led  to  execution,  file  publickly  accompanied  the  tzarina 
and  the  patriarch  to  intercede  for  his  life,  placed  the  image 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  his  hands  to  flop  the  fury  of  the 
Strelitz,  and  endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  to  Sooth  his  aS- 
Saflins  t.  They  who  judge  unfavourably  of  her  conduct. 
Say,  that  this  compaffion  was  only  feigned,  and  that  flie  Se- 
cretly encouraged  his  affafli nation,  though  flie  outwardly  af- 
fected to  intercede  for  him  J. 

Upon  this  Supposition-  the  whole  conduft  of  Sophia  ira- 
]dies  Such  a deep-laid  Scheme  of  hypoci  iSy,  artifice,  and  re- 
venge, as  Seems  rather  adapted  to-a  politician  grown  grey  in 
inicpiity,  and  long  pradiSed  in  the  arts- of  Sedition,  than  to  a 
princeSs  like  Sophia^  only  in  the  25th  year  of  her  age. 

Upon  reviewing  the  caivSes  which  led- to  this  revolution,, 
they  may  be  traced  from  Several  events  in  the  reign  of  Alexey 

* “ Enfic  Sophie,”  fays  Voltaire,  “ fait  tentively  periife  the  account  of  the  enfuing' 
“ remettre  entre  leurs  mains  une  lille  d'e  rTiafTacre  in  Gordon,  or  even  in  Voltaire, 
“ quarante  feigneurs  i-^u’clle  apptllc  leiirs  will  find  that  the  fury  of  the  Strelitz,  efi- 
“ cncniis,  ct  ceux  de  I’Etat  et  (pi’i'ls  doivent  cept  againfi  the  Nai  ilkins,  was  more  di- 
“ inafli'acrer.”  I cannot  give  credit  to  this  reined  by  chance  than  by  dclign.. 
lift  of  forty  nobles,  which. Voltaire  refetn-  f Gordon,  p.  8i. 
bles  “ aux  profcripiions  dc  Sylla  ct  dcs  J Suniorok'of. 

**  tiiumvirs  de  Rome.”  Wlicevcr  will  at- 
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Michaelovitch,  long  before  Sophia  had  the  leaft  influence  in 
political  affairs,  and  particularly  from  the  domeftick  feuds  in  > — 
the  imperial  family  : it  appears  aUb  that  the  firft  infur- 
redlion  of  the  Strelitz  was  cafual ; that  it  was  occafioned  by 
the  arrears  of  pay,  and  the  unpopularity  of  the  colonels,  and 
cannot,  with  the  lead;  degree  of  probability,  be  imputed  to 
the  intrigues  of  Sophia  and  that  therefore  flie  can  only  be 
accufed,  even  by  the  mod:  malignant  interpretation  of  her 
condudf,  of  availing,  herfelf  of  that  mutiny  to  procure  the 
election  of  Ivan,  But  there  is  furely  a wide  difference  be- 
tween afferting  the  injudice  of  his  exclufion  from  the  throne, 
or,  under  the  mafk  of  moderation  and  candour,  inflaming 
to  madnefs  the  fury  of  a difaffedted  foldiery,  and  calmly 
leading  them  from  affaffination  to  aflafiinatiou And  if 
any  unjudifiable  cabals  were  really  employed  on  this  occa- 
flon  ; why  fhould  the  whole  blame  be  laid  upon  Sophia  ? 
and  why  are  her  faults  alone  handed  down  to  us  with  fo 
many  heavy  aggravations  ? 

But  is  it  not  more  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  Ivan  Milo- 
laflki,  who,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  had  formed  a drong 
party  againd  the  Narifkins,  even  during  the  reign  of  Alexey 
Michaelovitch,  fliould,  in  conjunction  with  his  family,  take 
advantage  of  this  fedition  of  the  Strelitz,  with  whom  he  had 
long  entertained  a fecret  intelligence,  and.  that  Sophia  was 
but  the  odenlible  indrument  of  their  deflgns  ? In  a word, 
that  fhe  was  raifed  to  the  regency  by  the  cabals  of  a power- 
ful party,  who  forefaw  their  own  ruin  and  the  advancement 
of  their  rivals  in  the  nomination  of  Peter ; and  who  held  forth 
the  unalienable  rights  of  Ivan  to  this  licentious  body  in  the 
midd  of  an  infurreCtion,  Examples  were  not  wanting 

* Tandis  que  les  Strelitz  commencaient  guiles  anlmait  foits  /nain,  four  ks  comhirc  dt 
ainfia  fe-faire  craindre,  la  princefle  Sophie,  crime  en  crime^  Voltaire. 
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BOOK  prove  that  the  incapacity  of  Ivan  was  no  bar  to  his  election  s 
V — ' a memorable  inftance  was  exhibited  in  the  perfon  of  Feodor 
Ivanovitch,  who,  notwithilanding  his  abfoliite  imbecility,  was 
raifed  to  the  throne,  and  a regency  entrufted  with  the  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs  : and  it  mnft  alfo  be  confidered,  that  Peter, 
then  only  in  his  eleventh  year,  had  not  afforded  any  inftances 
of  that  valf  fuperiority  of  underftanding,  which  afterwards 
marked  his  chara6ter  ; and  that  his  mother,  who  was  to 
fway  the  reins  of  empire,  w^as  a perfon  of  no  experience, 
and  extremely  unpopular.  Nor  is  it  matter  of  furprize  that 
the  care  of  Ivan  and  the  government  fliould  be  committed 
to  Sophia.  The  vidforious  family  would  naturally  choofe 
a regent  devoted  from  interefts  and  inclination  to  their  party, 
a perfon  of  imperial  lineage,  popular  manners,  refpeCtable 
charadler,  and  great  abilities  ; and  all  thefe  requifites  cen- 
tered in  Sophia. 

However  authors  may  have  cenfured  the  ambitious  de- 


figns  of  Sophia,  they  unanimoufly  concur  in  delineating  her 
engaging  manners,  the  beauties  of  her  perfon  t,  the  vigour 


* S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  19. 
f Weber,  the  Hanoverian  envoy  at  St. 
Peterfbtirgh  in  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
fays  of  Sophia,  “ The  tzar  was  frequently 
“ heard  to  declare,  that,  excepting  her  in- 
“ ordinate  ambition,  Are  was  a princefs  of 
'•'■great  pcrfonal  and  mental  aocomplifh- 
“ ments.”  Ver.  Ruff.  Vol.  I.  p.  143. 

Voltaire,  in  a very  fpirited  portrait, 
clofes  it  by  faying,  “ une  figure  agrlable 
“ rcicvoit  tons  fes  talens.”  Perry  deferibes 
her,  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  as  a 
handfome  young  lady,  then  upwards  __of 
23.  He  came  into  Ruffia  in  1702,  two 
years  before  her  death  ; and  though  he 
never  faw  her  himfelf,  on  account  of  her 
imprifonment,  he  muft  have  known  many 
perlons  who  had  been  perfonally  acqiiainterl 
v.ith  her.  Perry’s  State  of  Rullia,  p.  143. 
Sumoiokof  fays  of  her,  that  flie  polfefled 


a good  underftanding  and  gre-at  beauty. 
“ Sie  befats  groffen  verftand  und  groffe 
“ fchoenheit,”  p.  10. 

Many  other  authors  might  be  quoted  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  but  as  there  is  nothing 
which  party-malice  will  not  invent  to  de- 
preciate an  obnoxious  charafter,  the  fuppo- 
fititious  Polifh  envoy  La  Neuville  has  mif- 
reprefented  her  perfon  as  much  as  her  con- 
du(ft,  in  the  following  extraordinary  pafl'age  ; 
“ Sophie  dont  I’efprit  & le  merite  ne  tien* 
“ nent  rien  de  la  difformit'e  defnn  corps,  ctant 
“ A'nne  grojfeur  motijlrueufe,  ansec  iine-tete  large 
“ comme  un  hoijjeau,  du  poll  au  niifuge,  des 
“ hups  aux  jambes  & au  moins  40  ans ; mais 
“ aiitant  que  fa  taille  cji  large,  cqurte,  isf  grof- 
" fterc  autant  fon  efprit  eft  fin,  dclic  & po- 
“ litique  ti  fans  avoir  jamais  lii  Machiavel, 
“ cllc  poffede  naturcllcmcnt  toutes  fes  max- 
“ imes,”  Ike.  p.  151. 
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and  wifdom  of  her  adminiftration,  and  her  extenfive  plans  of 
reformation  for  the  advantage  of  her  country.  ' — » — ' 

Sophia  repofed  her  principal  confidence  in  prince  Vaflili 
Galitzin,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Great  Galit- 
zin,  a mofl  able  minifier,  and  confummate  politician.  The 
fcandalous  chronicle  of  thofe  times,  or  rather  of  a later  pe- 
riod, attributed  her  partiality  for  this  minifier  to  a fofter  paf- 
fion,  though  he  was  above  fixty  years  of  age  ; and  her  ene- 
mies have  not  even  fcrupled  to  declare  that  flie  had  formed 
the  plan  of  afiaffinating  the  two  tzars,  ufurping  the  throne, 
and  of  efpoufing  prince  Galitzin,  who  was  to  obtain  a divorce 
from  his  wife ; but  this  calumny,  as  it  is  not  founded  on 
the  leaft  fubfiantial  evidence,  deferves  not  to  be  refuted. 

Sophia  t has  been  alfo  accufed,  not  only  of  negledting  the 
education  of  Peter,  but  of  introducing  him  into  the  company 
of  the  mofi  profligate  young  men,  and  of  encouraging  his 
propenfity  to  every  fpecies  of  excefs  which  might  enervate 
his  frame,  weaken  his  underflanding,  and  render  him  averle 
to  biilinefs.  This  calumny,  however,  has  been  amply  re- 
futed by  Mr.  Muller  j:,  who  has  fliewn  from  unquefiionable  • 
authority,  that  Ivan  and  Peter  had  two  difterent  courts  ; 
that  the  education  of  the  latter  was  folely  entrufied  to  his 
mother;  and  that  if  improper  perfons  were  placed  about  him, 
the  blame  mufi  fall  upon  her,  and  not  upon  Sophia.  With 
relpedt  to  his  propenfity  to  drinking,  that  vice  was  extremely 
common  in  Riifiia,  and  prince  Vaflili  § Galitzin  alone  was  as 
remarkable  for  his  fobriety  as  the  favourites  of  Peter,  Le  Fort, 

* Gordcn,  p.  86.  “ forcing  his  company  to  chink  to  exccfs. 

t Voltaire.  “ Brandy,  the  liquor  which  Bowed  at  every 

Journal  of  St,  ret.  Mar.  1778,  p.  168,  “ other  table,  was  feldoin  feen  at  his,  who 

1-69.  “ never  drank  any  himfelf,  but  took  much 

§ “ Galitzin  was  the  only  man  of  quality  “ delight  in  rational  and  ingenious  conver- 
“ ia  Ruffia  who  could  entertain,  without  “ fatiou,”  Mottley’s  Life  of  Peter. 

and 
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BOOK  Boris  Galitzin,  were  notorious  for  their  intemperance. 

L— Le  Fort,”  fays  a writer,  who  was  in  Livonia  when  the  tzar 
and  his  fuite  pafTed  through  that  country  in  his  firft  journey 
to  Holland,  “ is  a man  of  a good  underftanding  ; very  per- 
fonable,  engaging,  and  entertaining  ; a true  Swifs  for  pro- 
‘‘  bity  and  bravery,  but  chiefly  for  drinking.  Open  tables 
are  kept  every  where  with  trumpets  and  mufick,  attended 
with  feafting  and  exceffive  drinking,  as  if  his  tzarilli  ma- 
jefty  had  been  another  Bacchus.  I have  not  yet  feen  fuch 
hard  drinkers ; it  is  not  poffible  to  exprefs  it,  and  they 
“ boaft  of  it  as  a mighty  qualification 

Thus  then  it  appear-s  that  Peter  had  examples  of  intem- 
perance in  his  own  houfiiold,  and  it  will  hardly  be  fuppofed 
that  Le  Fort  was  the  creature  of  Sophia.  The  evident  falfe- 
hood  of  fuch  virulent  accufations  fliould  induce  us  not  to 
give  credit  to  other  calumnies,  and  particularly  to  the  charge 
that  Ihe  attempted  to  deftroy  Peter  by  poifon,  which,  though 
it  failed  of  its  intended  effedf,  difordered  his  confiitution,  and 
occafionally  produced  a fpecies  of  melancholy  and  defpair 
that  bordered  upon  madnefs.  This  report  took  its  rife 
from  his  pronenefs  to  epileptic  fits,  a diforder  common  in  his 
family,  to  which  he  was  fubjedt  from  his  infancy,  which 
gradually  diminiflied  as  he  grew  ftronger,  but  never  entirely 
forfook  him.  Previous  to  an  attack,  the  natural  vehemence 
and  favagenefs  of  his  temi>er  broke  out  with  redoubled  vi- 
olence, and  rendered  him  the  terror  of  all  who  approached 
him.  The  rancour  with  which  the  enemies  of  Sophia  have 
calumniated  her  memory,  is  from  no  inftance  more  evident 
than  from  this  abfurd  imputation,  that  the  brutal  ferocity 


* Account  of  Livonia,  p.  i93. 
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and  fanguinary  difpofition  of  Peter  was  owing  to  the  effects 
-of  poifon  adminiftered  by  her  ^ 

But  it  is  time  to  trace  the  principal  caufes  which  contri- 
buted to  the  fall  and  imprifonment  of  Sophia.  That  prin- 
cefs,  to  whom  Ivan  had  furrendered  the  abfolute  direction 
of  affairs,  affumed  fome  exterior  marks  of  homage,  which 
feem  to  have  been  hitherto  appropriated  only  to  the  fove- 
reigns  of  Ruflia.  While  the  heads  of  her  two  brothers  were 
impreffed  on  one  fide  of  the  coins,  her  imag’C,  arrayed  with 
the  crown,  fceptre,  and  imperial  robes,  was  Ramped  upon 
the  reverfe ; in  all  the  public  adts  her  name  was  added  to 
the  fignature  of  the  two  tzars  t,  and  Ihe  appeared  in  pro- 
ceffions  decorated  with  all  the  enfigns  of  royalty  | ; circum- 
fiances  which  naturally  gave  umbrage  to  the  rival  family, 
and  afforded  a fpecieus  pretence  for  inveighing  again  it  her 
ambitious  deligns. 

Peter,  as  he  advanced  in  years  and  felt  himfelf  born  for 
empire,  could  not,  without  great  diilatisfadlion  behold  all 


* “ II  prenoit  qnelqnefois  cles  acces 
d’hiimeiir  chagrine,  on  il  femblait  frappe 
“ de  I’idee  noire  qu’on  voulait  at  ten  ter  A la 
“ perfonne,  et  ou  fcs  amis  les  plus  familiers 
“ craignaient  les  emportemens.  Chs  acces 

ETAIENT  UN  RESTE  FATAL  DU  POISON, 
“ Oy’lL  RECUT  DE  SON  AMBITIEUSE  SOEUR 

“ Sophie.  On  en  connaillait  I’approche  a 
■“  certains  ntouve;ncns  convtdjifs  tie  fa  louche. 
“ L’Imperatrice  etait  avertie.  Elle  vennit 
“ luiparltT;  le  ton  de  cettevoixle  calm.. it 
“ a I'inllant  Elle  le  failait  affeoir,  ef  s’em- 
“ parait  en  le  c.ijolant  de  I'a  tete,  qu’elle  . 

grattait  doiicement,  C’etait  comme  tin 
“ charme,  qui  I'ajfoupijpiit  en  peu  de  mi- 
“ nines.  Pour  ne  pas  troubler  fon  fommeil, 

“ elle  foutenait  fa  tcte  fur  fon  fein,  fans  fe 
“ remiier  pendant  deux  ou  trots  heures.  Alors 
“ il  fe  reveillaif,  entierement  raffis  et  remis 
“ ail  lieu  qu’avant  qu’elle  eut  etudie  cette 
“ manicre  li  funple  h le  foulager,  ces  acces 
“ etaient  la  terreur  ds  ceiix  qui  I’appro- 

VOL.  I.  G 


“ clmient,  rd'antcaufc  dit  on  quelques  mal- 
“ heurs.,  et  etant  fuivi  de  ntaux  de  titi 
“ ajfrcux,  cjHi  duraient  des  journ'ecs  cntlcrcs." 
PalTcvitz  in  Buf.  H.  M.  IX.  p.  ’94. 

Strange  effeUs  of  poifon  given  in  his  in- 
fancy. Thofe  who  have  been  ufed  to  J'ee 
perfons  in  epileptic  fits,  will  eafily  difeover 
all  th^  effects  of  that  diforder  from  the 
words  in  Italics.  Bifliop  Burnet  fays,  “ that 
“ he  was  fubjeCt  to  convullive  motions  all 
“ over  his  body,  and  that  his  head  feemtil 
“ to  be  aiTetfled  with  thefe.” 

t Sheidid  not  lign  her  name  in  the  pub- 
Hc  decrees  until  1687.  Buf.  Hif.  Mag. 
V.  I.  p.  9. 

I Thefe  c-ircumllances  cannot  imply  a 
defign  of  ufurping  the  fovereign  authority; 
for  Uie  was  only  accufed  even  by  her  ene- 
mies of  fecretly  confpiring  againft  Peter, 
and  not  of  an  open  attempt  to  feize  the 
crown. 
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the  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a rival  party  ; ftill  further 
^ ^ encouraged  by  his  mother  and  her  adherents,  he  claimed  a 
diare  in  the  adminiftration of  affairs;  and  took  his  feat,  for 
the  firft  time,  in  the  privy  council,  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1688,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,.  Sophia,  though 
unwilling  to  refign  any  part  of  her  authority,  could  not, 
withhold  her  confent  ; but  as  Peter’s  fpirit  was  above  con- 
troul,  the  availed  herfelf  of  fome  violent  altercations  which 
pafled  between  them,  and.  contrived  to  exclude  him,  for  the 
future,  from  a feat  in  the  council.  From  this  period  the 
diffentions  between  them  arofe  to  lb  great  an  height,  as  to 
threaten  an  open  rupture  ; and  the  fall  of  one  feemed  ne^- 
ceffary  to  the  fecurity  of  the  other 

Things  remained  in  this  ftate  of  jealoufy  and  varianceg. 
until  the  month  of  September,  1689  when  the  afpiring' 
genius  of  Peter  acquired  the  afcendaucy,  and  fecured  his 
undivided  authority  by  the  fall  and  imprilonmenc  of  Sophia. 
By  the  advice  of  Boris  Gali.tzin  and  the  Narifkins,  Peter  re- 
folved  to  arreil  his  hifer,  and  to  feize  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment : and  it  is  aiferted  by  his  adherents  t,  that  Sophia  and 
prince  VafTiliGalitzin,  apprized  of  his  intentions,  determined 
to  prevent  their  own  ruin  by  his  affaHination  that  they 
bad  gained  over  the  chief  of  the  Strelitz  and  a corps  of  600,^ 
men,  and  had  adlu^illy  commiffioned  them  to  perpetrate 
that  infamous  deed. 

Peter  had  retired  to  deep  at  his  palace  of  Preobaflienlki< 
near  Mofeow,  when  two  X of  the  confpirators,  it  is  faid,  druck 
with  horror  at  their  crime,  quitted  their  companions,  and 
haflenedito  the  young  tzar  with  the  information  thatahody 

• Jotirn.  of  St.  Pet.  for  i778>  p.  175,  of  two  oonfpirators  who  v/cre  to. 

J76.  airaflinatc  Peter,  hut,  repenting,  diicovered 

t Gordon.  the  j)lot,  is  again  relatetl  as  liappening  in, 

t It  is  rtmarkablc,  that^this  fiinic  (lory  1697.  Schmidt.  KuH'.  Gef.  V.  lJ.,p.  c;-. 
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of  Strelitz  were  upon  their  march  to  affaffinate  liim.  The 

fame  accounts  add,  that  Peter  refufed  to  give  credit  to  their » 

report,  until  it  was  confirmed  by  Boris  Galitzin  and  one  of 
his  uncles,  whom  he  immediately  difpatched  to  reconnoitre ; 
and  that  the  confpirators  were  already  fo  near,  that  he  had 
fcarcely  time  to  make  his  efcape  He  inftantly  proceeded 
to  the  convent  of  the  Holy  Trinity  ; where  his  danger  being 
fpread  abroad,  troops  flocked  to  him  from  all  quarters,  and 
in  fuch  numbers,  that  in  the  fpace  of  three  days  he  had  an 
army  of  60,000  men  under  his  command,  and  found  himfelf 
in  a fitaation  to  give  law  to  the  oppofite  party. 

In  the  mean  time  Sophia,  in  a date  of  the  utmoft  confter- 
nation,  denied  all  intercourfe  with  the  confpirators,  expreffed 
the  utmoft  horror  at  their  attempt ; difpatched  repeated 
meffages  to  her  brother  to  juftify  her  condudt ; and  even  let 
off  in  perfon  to  affert  her  innocence ; but  was  ordered  to 
return  without  delay  to  Mofcow,  and  to  deliver  the  ring- 
leaders of  the  mutiny.  Soon  afterwards  Peter  himfelf  re- 
paired to  the  capital : the  principal  confpirators,  being  tor- 
tured in  his  prefence,  confeffed  a defign  againff  his  life,  and 
fuffered  the  fevereft  pnniff  ment.  Vaffili  Galitzin  t was  ba- 
nillied  into  Siberia ; and  Sophia  was  imprifoned  for  life  in 
the  nunnery  of  Devitz  : Peter  alone  affumcd  the  reins  of 
government,  and  found  fufficient  fcope  for  his  vaff  and  en- 
terprizing  genius  ; while  the  name  of  Ivan  w^as  ffill  infertcd, 

•*  Voltaire,  though  convinced  of  Sophia's  *■*  tes  Strelitz  devalcnt  s’cmparer  dc  la  per, 
intention  to  affaffinate  Peter,  and  notwith-  “ fonne.  Leg  meraoires  fccrettcs  que  ia 
{landing  the  intelligence  he  received  from  “ coiir  de  Rnffie  ma  confies,affurcnt  qnc  la 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  can  only  give  us  “ partj  etoit  pris  dc  tuer  Pierre  Premier: 
the  following  fcauty  information:  “La  “ le  coup  allait  etre  porte,  et  la  Kudie 
“ Neuville  refuknt  alon  a MoJco^m,  et  temo'm  “ ctait  pi'ive  jamais  tie  la  noiivelle  exiff 
“ oculaiie  de  ce  iiui  fc  pajfd,  pretend  tjtte  So-  “ fence,  qu’clle,”  f»c, 

“ phie  et  Galitzin  engagerent  le  nouveau  f This  able  mlnillcr  hirvised  his  fall 
“ chef  des  Strelitz  a leurlacrifier  leiirjeune  34  years ; he  died  in  prilbn  at  Paoilcizei  l; 

“ czar : il  parait  au  moins  que  fix-cent  de  in  1713.  1,’Evel'cpK',  vol,  IV.  p.  ios. 
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BOOK  as  a matter  of  formality,  in  the  publick  adfs  until  his  deathi;, 
which  happened  in  1696'. 

Such  are  the  principal  circumftances  of  this  extraordinary 
revolution  ; but  we  muft  conlider,.  that  this  is  the  account 
given  by  the  victorious  party  y and  that  the  caufe  of  Sophia 
never  underwent  a candid  examination.  It  may  be  impoffible 
to  exculpate  that  princefs  entirely  from  ambitious  views;  ihe 
might  be  extremely  unwilling  to  relinquifli  a power  which 
die  had  long  enjoyed,  and  which  die  exercifed  with  great 
ability  ; die  might  elteem  the  right  of  Ivan  to  the  throne  as 
fuperior  to  that  of  Peter  ; and  might  condder  Peter’s  acquifi- 
tion  of  the  foie  fovereignty  as  the  certain  prelude  to  her  own 
dedrudlion:  but  we  have  no  podtive  evidence-''-  which  diould 
induce  us  to  believe  that  die  confpired  agaiiift  her  brother’s 
life  ; and  perhaps  the  whole  dory  of  the  intended  adaTd na- 
tion w^as  feigned  by  Boris  Galitzin  t and  her  enemies.  Had' 
die  been  really  guilty  of  that  attempt,  die  wanted  not  op- 
portunities of  efcaping  from  R.u(Tia ; and  die  never  would 
have  imprudently  demanded  admittance  into  Peter’s  pre- 
fence, in  order  to  adert  her  innocence,  if  the  proofs  of  her 
guilt  had  been  as,d;rong  as  her  adverfaries  pretended  In 


•*  We  have  no  certain  proofs  that  any  of 
the  confpirators  acciifeil  Sophia  of  being 
j-rivy  to  any  defign  upon  Peter's  life  ; and, 
c\-en  if  they  did  name  her  as  an  accomplice, 
their  evidence,  as  it  was  extorted  by  the 
rack,  is  by  no  means  to  be  depended  upon. 

f It  appears  from  the  following  pad'age 
that  the  difeovery  of  Sophia’s  defigns  came 
Irom  that  tjnarter.  “ Prince  Boris  Galit- 
“ zin,  a faithful  fuhje6l-of  the  tzar  Peter, 
“ con.ing  timely  to  jtenctratc  into  his  kinf- 
“ man  prince  BafiPs  defigns,  ])iit  the  tzar 
“ upon  his  guard,  advifing  him,  without 
“ delay,  to  take  the  government  into  his 
“ h.a:.u  Gordun,  V.  I.  p.  89. 


I “ Avait  elle,”  as  L’Evefque  judici- 
oufly  remarks,  “ comme  on  Pen  acenfe, 
“ forme  le  delTein  d’oter  la  vie  a Pierre  r 
“ voulait-elle  fenlement  I’cniever,  ct  Ic 
“ faire  depofer  ? Fiit-elle  meme  complice 
“ de  Pentreprile  de  Stcheglovitoi  ? c’ell  ce 
“ qne  nous  n’oferions  prononcer.  II  fau- 
“ drait  avoir  des  pieces  authentitpies  pour 
“ j tiger  ce  gran.i  proccs.  Les  hiftoriens 
“ I’accufent  ; aucun  tie  dit  tpi’clle  ait  ete 
“ nomm-3e  par  les  coiqiables.  Pierre  de- 
“ vait  la  craindre,  il  favait  qu’cHe  etoic 
“ aimee  des  Strelits  et  de  leur  chefs : Ella 
“ tenait  les  lenes  du  gouvcniment  ; clle  ne 
“ voiilait  jias  las  lachcr,  ct  il  voula  t s’en 
“ lallir.; 
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a word,  the  confli6t  between  Peter  and  Sophia  was  the  con-  C'hap. 
fli6l  of  two  rivals  impatient  of  controul,  and  driving  for . ^ . 

pre-eminence ; the  caufe  of  the  fuccefsful  party  would  ne- 
cefTarily  be  deemed  juft  and  equitable  ; and  the  vanquiftied 
fa6lion  was  fure  to  be  loaded  with  every  fpecies  of  guilt  and 
enormity. 

The  reftlefs  fpirit  of  Sophia,  brooding  in  the  folitude  of  a 
convent,  is  faid  to  have  excited  frefti  troubles  and  infur- 
re61;ions ; and,  during  her  life,  no  confpiracy  was  under- 
taken againft  Peter,  in  which  flie  was  not  fufpecfted  of  being- 
concerned.  She  was  more  particularly  accufed  of  being 
privy  to  the  rebellion  which  broke  out  in  1697  ; when 
8000  Strelitz  feized  the  opportunity  of  Peter’s  abfence  upon 
his  travels  to  rife  in  arms  upon  the  frontiers  of  Lithuania, 
and  to  march  towards  Mofcow.  The  rebels  were  attacked 
and  defeated  by  the  addrefs  and  courage  of  general  Patrick 
Gordon  ; maay  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  the  remainder 
furrendered  at  difcretion.  The  tzar  received  at  Vienna  the 
account  of  the  mutiny  and  defeat  of  the  Strelitz,  and  inftant- 
ly  haftened  to  Ruffia,  that  he  might  examine  the  delinquents 
in  perfon. 

Peter,  upon  his  arrival  at  Mofcow,  was  particularly  anxious 
to  difcover  the  caufes  of  the  rebellion,  to  learn  by  whofe  in- 
trigues it  was  excited  ; and,  above  all,  to  convift  Sophia, 
whom  he  charged  with  fomenting  the  publick  difcontents, 
and  with  holding  a correfpondence  with  the  rebels.  But  as 
no  perfons  could  give  immediate  and  pertinent  anl'wers  to  all 
his  queftions,  he  entertained  fufpicions  of  all  his  courtiers, 

“ faifir  ; elle  etoi:  cleteflee  de  Natalie,  & “cantreelle:  elle  cn  fat  la  victim e'  la 
“ de  tons-  les  parents  de  cctte  rrincefle  : “ Calomnie  devait  la  pourl'nivre  lo  g-t  ms 

“ On  I’accufait  d’intrigiies  ; elle  eii  fonnait  “ encore  aprcs  la  difgrace,  Si  mem  audda 
fans  doute,  et  fans  ceffe  il  s’en  formait  “ du  tonibeau,”  Vol.  IV.  p.  103. 

and 
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PooK  determined  to  ere6i:  a court  of  inquiry  at  his  palace  of 
->  Preobraflienfki,  where  the  inftruments  of  the  queftion  were 
brought.  The  tzar  himfelf  examined  the  accufed,  urged  them 
to  confeffion,  and  ordered  thofe  who  maintained  filence  to 
be  racked  in  his  prefence.  The  cruelty  of  the  tortures  em- 
ployed on  this  occalion  was  inexpreffibly  dreadful : human 
nature  Ihudders  at  the  recital,  but  it  is  neceffary  to  mention 
them  in  a juftification  of  Sophia.  Some  of  the  rebels  were 
repeatedly  whipped;  others  had  their  Ihoulders  diflocated  by 
a cord  and  pulley,  and  in  that  painful  pofture  received  the 
hrokes  of  the  knoot;  many  after  undergoing  the  knoot  were 
roafted  over  a flow  fire,  the  raw  parts  being  expofed  to  the 
flame  Phyficians  were  prefent  to  afcertain  the  degree  of 
pain  the  unhappy  convifts  were  capable  of  fupporting,  and 
to  recover  thofe  who  had  fainted  away,  that  the  application 
of  frefli  tortures  might  recommence  upon  the  renewal  of 
their  flrength.  This  dreadful  inquifition  was  continued, 
without  the  leaft  intermifiion,  through  the  whole  month  of 
OcTlober,  Not  only  every  fpecies  of  puniQiment,  the  mofl 
refined  which  human  cruelty  could  devife,  was  inflidted  in 
order  to  extort  an  accufation  of  Sophia,  but  promifes  of  par- 
don, and  even  of  great  promotion,  were  offered  for  the  fame 
purpofe  to  the  wretched  fufferers  even  in  the  midft  of  the 
molt  excruciating  agonies  t. 

At 


•*  It  appears  from  Olearius,  and  other 
travellers  into  RulFia,  that  thefe  tortures 
were  ordinarily  iifed  in  that  country  for  the 
purpole  of  forcing  confelfion. 

t This  account  is  extradfed  from  the 
Diary  of  Korh,  fecretary  of  the  Auilrian 
rnihalty  to  RuflTia  in  ihe  year  1697,  and  who 
was  pref'-nt  at  Mofeow  during  thefe  horrid 
proceeding'.  He  received  information  of 
thefe  drearliul  tortures  from  fevcral  German 
ofT'ct'  in  the  fcrviccof  Peter,  who  werceye- 


witnefles  to  their  infli£lion  upon  the  Stre- 
litz.  Korb’s  authority  is  all’o  the  more  to 
be  depended  upon  in  this  inftance,  becaufe 
he  fpcaks  highly  in  favour  of  Peter,  and 
condemns  the  ambition  of  Sophia.  Gordon 
all'o,  though  fo  partial  to  Peter,  informs  us, 
that  the  rebels  were  tortured  and  exanained 
in  his  prcfcnce.  Vol.  I.  p.  129. 

“ Piima,fays  Korb,  in  the  164th  page  of 
his  Di*ry,  “ poll  adventum  follicitudo  de 
“ rebtUione  fuit ; (piomodo  compolita  ? 

“ nuid 
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At  length  a few  of  the  Strelitz,  overcome  by  the  feverity 
of  the  torments,  or  feduced  by  hopes  of  pardon  and  the  • — , — 
promife  of  promotion,  confelTed,  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  fet  hre  to  the  fuburbs  of  Mofcow,  to  maffacre  all  fo- 
reigners, to  banilh  or  affaffinate  the  principal  nobility,  to 
raife  the  tzarovitch  Alexey  to  the  throne,  and  to  appoint 
Sophia  regent  during  his  minority  ; while  others  declared 
that  the  ringleaders  had  adlually  drawn  up  a petition,  which 
they  intended  to  prefent  to  that  princefs,  praying  her  to  ac- 
cept the  adrainiftration  of  affiurs. 

Although  none  of  the  rebels  charged  Sophia  with  being 
acceffory  to  their  infurredlion,  yet  Peter  was  fo  prejudiced 
againft  her,  that  he  put  to  the  torture  one  of  her  female  at- 
tendants ; and  when  no  evidence  of  her  guilt  could  be  pro- 


“ quid  animi  tumultuantibus  fuiffet  ? qiii- 
“ bus  authoribus  tantnm  iiei’as  aiili  ? cum 
“ autem  uemo  elTet,  qui  ad  omnia  pimna 
“ accurate  refpondere  pofiet,  his  fuam  ig- 
norantiam,  illis  Strelizionim  pertinaciam 
“ obtendeiitibns,  omnium  tidem  liifpcidam 
“ habtre  & nova;  inquilitioni  cogitationes 
“ fiias  admovere  coepit.  Qui  in  vicinis  va- 
“ riis  lccis_cutloditi  aircrvab.iiirur  rcbelles, 
“ ii  omnes  per  quatuor  militiun  pretoria- 
“ noriuii  regiiuina  ad  qiuctiiofiem  iiovam,  & 
“ torturam  retrahebanrur.  Bebrafchemiko 
“ reduiftis  career,  tribuivd  fuir,  & equuleus, 
“ Nulla  dies  qmviiroribus  \'acua  falha  nut 
“ nefafta,  omnes  ad  torquendum  idonei  H- 
“ citique  vili.  Quot  lei,  tot  knuttu;,  quot 
“ qua'fitores,  tot  carnitices.  Princeps  Peu- 
dor  Jurowiz  Komadonowflci,  quantum 
‘‘  ca;teris  leverior,  tantuut  j;rci'dab;U  iu- 
*'  quirendi  apritudiue.  Ipfemet  Magnus 
‘ Dux  ob  ronreptam  in  i'uos  diffideiuiam, 
“ inquifitoris  officio  functus  elf.  Iple  in- 
“ terrogatoria  ponebat,  exnuuiiabat  reos, 
“ non  confiteiites  iirgebat,  pertinacioris 
“ etiim  filentii  Strelizios  crudeli  jubebat 
“ lubjici  tortura;,  jam  nudta  falli,  de  plu- 
“ ribus  qua;rebautur,  quos  tormeutoruiu 
“ excedus  viribu.-;,  mente,  et  ipiis  vix  non 


“ fenfihus  deflituit,  medicorum  indulfria 
“ prilfinis  fuis  viribus  per  novqs  cruciatus 
“ deniio  euervaudis  cogebatur  relfituere. 
“ 'I'otus  meufis  October  reorum  tergoribus 
“ per  knuttas  & ignes  excarnificandis  iul'u- 
“ mehatur:  nulla  die  a flagris,aut  flammis 
“ fuerc  immunes,  quain  quavel  rota  fracd(  s. 
“ ad  t'urcam  actos,  vel  Iccuri  interemptes 
“ vita  ipfa  relicjiierat.'* 

Aud  'tgain,  “ IpuuUra  fuit  adhibit.-r  tor- 
“ tur.e  immaultas  ; ri  igris  I'cv  iiliiue  c-.eli,  li 
“ pi  I'tinaciniu  llleiiiii  noiulum  njmpert'nt, 
“ liuida  reorum  tergora  liuiic,  tk  tabo  flu* 
“ enda  igni  admovobnii. ur.  uc  per  lentam 
“ cutis  & carnis  moibol.t‘  rdultionem  acuti 
“ dolores,  ad  ima  odium,  tc  extrema  lenfu- 
“ um  rum  atrociflimis  rruciitibus  defeeu- 
“ defeat.  Pla-c  toriueiitorum  viciiiicudo 
“ una  Si  alteia  vice  repetebatur.  llorrcnd  t 
“ vifu,  auditti  Cragu'dia.  Ultra  trigiata 
“ in  nperticampi  plauiric  fuuellitlimi  colhi- 
“ cebaut  ignes,  uhi  miierrimi  inquiiiti  cuui 
“ ejulatu  tcrribili  torrebamurj  p iitc  cx 
“ alia  refonabant  erudciilfimi  tiagronun  ic- 
“ tits,  ut  ex  jtU'undilFati.'l  terra;  vicini.i  lie- 
“ viffima  hominnm  carniiiciaa  faAa  lit.” 
Diarium  Itincris  .n  Moicoviju:,  o*  ;,.  p.  tOa. 


t 


cured 


4^0 


TRAVELS  INTO  R U S 'S  i A. 


■EC  OK 
KI. 


cured  by  that  horrid  expedient,  he  even  repaired  to  the 
•'luinnery  of  Devitz,  and  examined  her  in  perfon.  The 
princefs,  whofe  high  fpiritwas  fnbdued  by  her  misfortunes  % 
and  worn  out  by  a long  confinement,  could  not  refrain  from 
-weeping  at  the  fight  of  her  obdurate  brother,  and  Ihe  even 
extorted  tears  from  Peter  himfelf,  though  without  melting 
his  refentrnent  t.  But  neither  this,  nor  every  other  effort 
that  was  employed  to  convidt  her,  was  attended  with  fuccefs ; 
and  the  only  proof  of  her  carrying  on  a fecret  correfpondence 
with  the  rebels  was  derived  from  the  confeifion  of  a boy 
belon2;inp-  to  an  officer  of  the  Strelitz,  who  declared,  that 
letters  enclofed  in  loaves  of  bread  had  paffed  between  Sophia 
and  his  mafier 'J;.  The  latter,  however,  peremptorily  denied 
the  fadt  even  upon  the  rack  ; and  he  was  led  to  execution 
peril fiing  to  the  lafi;  moment  in  this  affeveration. 

The  cafe  feems  to  be,  that  the  innovations  of  Peter  created 
a large  number  of  malcontents  ; that  the  introduction  of 
the  European  difeipline,  and  the  partiality  which  he  lliowed 
to  the  foreign  regiments,  inflamed  the  clifaffection  of  the 
Strelitz  to  fuch  a degree  as  to  account  for  their  rebellion, 
without  the  fuppolition  of  any  cabals  on  the  part  of  Sophia; 
that  this  princefs  had  long  been  the  object  of  affection  to  all 
the  enemies  of  Peter,  and  was  naturally  the  perfon  to  whom 
they  would  have  configned  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  if 
the  revolt  had  been  attended  with  fuccefs. 

Peter  was  fo  greatly  exafperated  againfl;  Sophia,  that  he 
had  once  determined  to  put  her  to  death  ; but,  having 

* “ Qnoruinlam  jicrtinacirt  dcmuin  viiTla.”  “ pnblice  enim  nupci  i fumultus  vulgo  rea 
K.orl,.  “liabebatur;  pi'imiis  utriufque  iritroitiis 

f “ Acl  moiiaftcriiim  Nco-virgintim  dif-  “ uberrimas  amborum  lacrymas  cxciviHe 
“ ceffit  tzarus,  iit  iororcni  luain  Sophiam,  “ dicitur.”  Korb. 

“ diclo  monallcrio  iiiclurain  cxainiiiarct  ; t Cordon,  vol.  I.  p*  i ^9 — ^3°* 
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changed  his  refolution,  he  compelled  her  to  affume  the  veil. 

In  order  to  ftrike  her  with  terror,  and  to  announce  to  the ' — , — 
publick  that  he  thought  her  privy  to  the  rebellion,  two 
hundred  and  thirty  Strelitz  were  hanged  within  fight  of  the 
nunnery  in  which  fire  was  confined  ; and  three  of  the  ring- 
leaders were  fufpended  upon  a gibbet  eredfed  clofe  4'  to  the 
window  of  her  apartment : they  held  in  their  hands  peti- 
tions fimilar  to  that  which,  according  to  the  confeffion  juft 
mentioned,  was  to  have  been  prefented  to  Sophia. 

From  this  period  hiftory  is  filent  in  relation  to  Sophia*, 
file  w^as  confined  under  a ftri6t  guard  in  the  monaftery  until 
her  death,  which  happened  in  the  month  of  July,  1704. 

She  was  interred  in  the  church  of  the  convent ; the  tomb 
is  covered  with  a black  cloth,  and  contains  the  following  in- 
feription  : “ A.  M.  7 2 i 2 (or  1 704  of  the  Chriftian  cera)  on 
the  third  of  Julyt  died  Sophia  Alexiefna,  aged  46  years, 
nine  months  and  fix  days:  her  monaftick  name  was  Su- 
“ fanna.  She  had  been  a nun  five  years,  eight  months  and 
twelve  days : flie  was  buried  the  4th  in  this  church,  called 
“ the  Image  of  Smoleniko.  She  w*as  daughter  of  Alexey 
“ Michaelovitch,  and  of  Maria  llinitchna,”  See. 

Although  Peter  always  fufpeefted  the  intrigues  of  his 
fifter,  yet  he  never  failed  paying  a juft  tribute  to  her  genius 
and  abilities.  “ What  a pity,”  he  was  frequently  heard  to 
fay,  that  Ihe  perfecuted  me  in  my  minority,  and  that  I 
cannot  repofe  any  confidence  in  her:  otherwife,  when  I 
am  employed  abroad,  fhe  might  govern  at  home 

One 

* Gordon,  p.  95 — 130.  fared  capital  prinifliment.  Peter  broke  at 

Korb,  who  faw  them  hanging,  fays,  the  fame  time  the  whole  body  of  Strelitz, 

*-*  Tam  prope  ad  iplas  Sophiani  cubiculi  and  aboliihed  their  name'. 

“ feneftras,  nt  Sophia  eofdem  manu  facile  f O.  S.  the  14th,  N.  S. 

“ poUet  attir;,ere  ” J This  anecdote,  wdiich  I received  from 

On  this  oci^afion  above  2000  Strelitz  fuf-  a Ruffian  nobleman  of  great  dillinaion,  is 
VoL.  I.  H h h confirn.cd 
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eook  One  ftriking  feature  in  Sophia’s  cbara^Ier,  which  ] ha^J 
no  opportunity  of  mentioning,  while  my  inquiry  w'as  chiefly 
confined  to  her  political  conduct,  muft  not  be  omitted  in  thi^ 
place.  She  deferves  the  veneration  of  pofterity  for  the  pa- 
tronage which  llie  afforded  to  perfons  of  genius  and  learn- 
ing, and  for  encouraging,  by  her  own  example,  the  intro- 
dudtion  of  polite  literature  into  Ruflia,  then  plunged  in  the 
deepefl;  ignorance.  At  a period,  w'hen  there  was  no  national 
theatre,  and  when  the  low'eft  buffooneries,  under  the  name 
of  moralities,  were,  the  foie  dramatick  reprefentations  even  at 
court ; this  elegant  princefs  tranflated  the  Medecin  jnalgre  lul 
of  Moliere  into  her  native  tongue,  and  performed  one  of  the 
charadters  herfelf.  She  alfo  compofed  a tragedy,  probably 
the  firfl:  extant  in  the  Ruffian  language  ; and  flie  compofed 
it  at  a time,  when  the  mofl  violent  cabals  were  excited 
againfl:  her  miniffry,  and  when  the-  moil  weighty  affairs 
feemed  to  engrofs  her  foie  attention. 


confirmed  by  the  following  paflage  in  Per- 
ry’s State  of  Ruffia.  “ I remember,  that 
“ upon  a certain  occafion,  when  mention 
“ was  made  of  her  [i.  e.  Sophia],  the  czar 
liimfelf  gave  her  this  charader,  that  file 


“ was  a princefs  endowed  with  all  the  ac- 
“ compljfliments  of  body  and  mind  to  per- 
“ fedion,  had  it  not  been  for  her  boundlels 
“ ambition  and  infatial)le  defire  of  govern- 
“ ing.”  Vol.  I.  p.  1 38. 
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CHAP.  I. 


Departure  from  Mofcow. — Arrival  at  Tver. — HiJIory  and 
defer ipt ion  of  that  town, — Produdlions  of  the  neighbouring 
country, — ^adrupeds, — Birds, — F{Pj,  — Defer  ipt  ion  of  the 
Sterlet. — Continuation  of  the  journey, — Torfliok. — Vifli- 
nei-Volofliok. ——Valdai  hills  and  lake, — Bronitza. — 
Wooden  road,  how  formed, — Further  account  of  the  pea- 
fants. — ‘Fheir  cottages^  manners  and  cujloms, — Of  the 
Yamfliics,  who  furn{Py  poft  horfes, — Singing  extremely 
common  among  /Z'f  RufTians.— 0;/  thefubjedls  of  their  fongs,) 
Sec.  Sec, 


1 quitted  Mofcow  on  the  14th  of  September,  and  chap. 

^ ^ traverfed  a gently  rifing  country,  fome  part  of  it  open, . , 

and  the  reft  overfpread  with  forefts.  We  pafted  the  night 
H h h a at 
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at  the  fmall  village  of  Parlki,  as  ufiial,  in  a peafant’s  cottage^ 

— , -and  changed  horfes  the  next  morning  at  Klin,  fituated  upon 

the  Seftra,  a broad  rivulet;  this  village  had  been  lately  burnt, 
and  the  peafants  were  engaged  in  rebuilding  their  huts  : 
near  it  we  obferved  a faw  pit,  which,  in  this  country,  was 
too  curious  an  objedt  not  to  attra(5l  our  notice.  Beyond  Sa- 
vidof  we  croffed  a fmall  river,  and  foon  afterwards  reached 
the  banks  of  the  Volga,  which  we  coafted  to  Gorodna.  The 
next  morning  the  fprings  of  our  carriage  being  ready  to  dart, 
and  one  of  the  wheels  being  in  a crazy  date,  we  fent  it  on 
flowly,  under  the  care  of  our  fervants,  and  hired  for  our- 
felves  the  carts  of  the  country,,  called  kibitkis\  which  we 
filled  with  hay,  and  arrived,  after  a condderable  degree  of 
jolting,  at  Tver,  which  is  magidcently  fituated  upon  the 
elevated  banks  of  the  Volga. 

Tver  owes  it  origin  to  Vlodimir  Georgivitch  great-duke 
of  Volodimir,  who  in  1182  raifed.  a fmall  fortrefs  upon  the 
point  where  the  Tvertza  falls  into  the  Volga,  in  order  to? 
prote6t  his  territories  againd  the  incurdons  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Novogorod.  Afterwards,  in  1 240,  the  great  duke 
Yaroflaf  II.  built  another  citadel  upon  the  fpot  now  occu^ 
p>ied  by  the  prefent  fortrefs,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a. 
new  town,  which  foon  encreafed  in  population  and  wealth; 
to  fo  great  a degree,  as  to  become  the  metropolis  of  an  in- 
dependent fovereignty,  called,  from  the  town  the  duchy  of 
Tver.  Yarollof  III.  fon  of  Yaroflaf  II.  and  brother  of 
Alexander  Nevfki,  received  this  duchy  as  his  inheritance, 
and  tranfmitted  the  fucceflion  to  a long  train  of  defcendants. 

The  lad  fovereign  of  this  hereditary  line  was  Michael 
Borifovitch,  whofe  filler  Maria  was  married  to  the  greaUduke 

■*  See  Hift.  Gtog.  Btfehreiburg  der  Stack  Twer,  See.  Journ.  Pet, .for  November,  1780. 
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Ivam  Vaffilievitch  I.  The  harmony  which  had  for  fome  chap» 
time  fiibfihed  between  thefe  two  neighbouring  princes  was  > — 
at  firft  hrengthened  by  this  alliance  ; but  in  the  courie  of  a 
few  years,  either  mutual  jealoufies,  or  the  ambitious  views 
of  Ivan,  produced  an  open  rupture  'y  and  in  i486  the  latter 
befieged  Tver  with  a large  army.  Michael,  unable  to  refill 
fo  formidable  an.  antagonill,  abandoned  the  town,  and  lied 
into  Lithuania,  where  he  died  in  extreme  indigence.  Upon 
his  retreat  the  inhabitants  furrendered  Tver  to  Ivan  Vaflili- 
evitch,  who  beftowed  it  and  theduchy  as  a fief  upon  hiseldefi: 
fon  Ivan;:  that  prince  dying  in  1490,  the  great-duke  an- 
nexed the  duchy  to  his  other  dominions  in  the  form,  of  a 
province,,  and  it  has  never  been  again  difmembered. 

Tver  is  divided  into  the  old  and  new  town  : the  former^, 
fituated  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Volga,  confifts  almoll  en- 
tirely of  wooden  cottages ;;  the  latter,  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  was,  a few  buildings  excepted,  fcarcely  fuperior ; but 
being,  in  1763,  fortunately  dellroyed  l>y  a dreadful  con- 
flagration, it  has  rifen  with  liifire  from  its  allies.  The  em- 
prels  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this  calamity,  than  llie  or- 
dered a regular  and  beautiful  plan  of  a.  new  town  to  be 
iketched  by  an  eminent  architect,  and  enjoined,  that  all  the 
houfes  fliould  be  re-conllruded  in  conformity  to  this  model. 

She  raifed,  at  her  own  expence,  the  governor’s  houfej.the 
bilhop’s  palace,  the.  courts  of  jullice,  the  new-exchange,  the- 
prifon,  and  feveral  other  publick  edifices;,  and  offered  to 
every  peiTon  who  would  engage  to  build  an  houfe  with 
brick,  a loan  of  ^'300.  for  twelve  years  without  interell. 

The  money  advanced  by  her  majefty  upon  this  occafion 
amounted  tOjf6o,oQo;  and  Ihe  has  fince  remitted  one 
third  of  this  fum.  The  flreets,  which  are  broad  and  long, 
iffue.in  a flraight  line  from,  a fquare,  or  rather  an  o^Slagon,., 

ill. 
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BOOK  the  center  : the  houfes  of  this  odiagon  and  of  the  prin- 
cipal  ftreets  are  of  brick  ft uccoed  white,  and  form  a very 
magnificent  appearance.  Part  only  of  the  new  town,  when 
we  pafled  through  it,  was  finifhed  ; when  it  is  completed, 
it  will  confift  of  two  o61agons,  with  feveral  ftreets  leading  to 
them,  and  interfedfing  each  other  at  right  angles,  and  would 
be  no  inconfiderable  ornament  to  the  moft  opulent  and 
civilized  country. 

There  is  an  ecclefiaftical  feminary  at  Tver,  which  is  under 
the  infpedlion  of  the  bifliop,  and  admits  600  ftudents.  In 
1776  the  emprefs  inftituted  a fchool  for  the  inftrudlion  of 
200  burghers’  children  : they  are  taught  to  read,  write,  and 
caft  accounts,  and  a few  of  them  are  trained  to  handicraft 
trades.  In  June,  1779,  an  academy  was  alfo  opened  in 
this  town,  for  the  education  of  the  young  nobility  of  the 
province,  at  the  charge  of  the  fame  imperial  patronefs.  It 
admits  120  ftudents;  who  are  inftrudled  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, arithmetick,  geography,  fortification,  taifticks,  na- 
tural philofophy,  mu  Tick,  riding,  dancing*,  &c. 

Tver  is  a place  of  conliderable  commerce  ; and  both  the 
VolQ-a  and  the  Tvertza  were  covered  with  boats.  It  owes 
its  principal  trade  to  its  advantageous  fituation,  being  near 
the  conflux  of  thofe  two  rivers,  along  which  are  conveyed 
all  the  goods  and  merchandize  fent  by  water  from  Siberia 
and  the  fouthern  j'^rovinces  towards  Pcterfburgh. 

Tlie  Volga,  the  laigeft  river  in  Europe,  rifes  in  the  foreft 
of  Volkonfki,  about  the  diftance  of  eighty  miles  from  Tver, 
and  begins  to  be  navigable  a few  miles  above  the  town.  It 
i>  tltere  about  the  breadth  of  the  Thames  at  Henley,  but 


* II) id. 
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cxjceedingiy  fnallow  ; it  is,  however,  confiderably  increaled  chap. 
by  the  juncSLion  of  the  Tverza,  which  is  broader,  deeper,  and^ — 
more  rapid.  By  means  of  the  Tverza,  a communication  is 
made  between  the  Volga  and  the  Neva,  or,  in  other  words, 
between  the  Gafpian  and  the  Baltic,  as  will  be  explained  in  a 
future  chapter.  The  number  of  barges  which  paffed  by 
the  town  in  1776  amounted  to  2537  ; in  1777  to  2641  ; 
and  the  average  number  is  generally  computed  at  about 
2550,  The  boats  are  flat  bottomed  on  account  of  the  fre- 
quent dioals  in  the  Volga,  and  other  rivers  which  compofe 
this  long  inland  navigation.  They  are  conftruffed  with  new 
planks,  which  fhrink  and  leave  wide  intervals,  that  are 
fometimes  filled  up  with  thin  flips  of  wood  cramped  with 
iron,  and  not  unfrequently  flopped  with  tow.  The  rudders 
of  thefe  vefTels  have  a very  fingular  appearance  : the  handle 
is  a tree  of  about  50  feet  long;  at  the  further  end  whereof  is 
a pole  which  defcends  perpendicularly  to  the  water,  where 
it  is  fixed,  to  a broad  piece  of  timber,  wdiich  floats  upon  the 
furface.  The  pilot  ftands  upon  a kind  of  fcaffold  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  abaut  30  or  40  feet  from  the  flern,  and  turns  the 
rudder  by  means  of  its  dong  handle.  Thefe  boats  are  only 
built  for  one  voyage  ; for,  upon  their  arrival  at  Peterfburgh, 
they  are  taken  to  pieces  and  fold  for  fuel, 

I have  already  had  occafion  to  mention  the  prodigious 
wafte  of  wood  arifing  from  the  prevailing  cuilom  of 
forming  planks  with  the  axe.  This  pradlice,  extremely  de- 
trimental. to  the  forefts  of  the  empire,  w^as  no  lefs  ufual 
among  the  fliipwrights  than  among  the  peafants  ; and  the 
former,  either  from  ignorance,  or  prejudice,  could  only  be 
reconciled  to  the  ufe  of  the  faw  by  the  follownng  expedient. 
•Orders  were  iffued  from  government,  that  each  veflel,  paflV 
ing  by  Tver,  in  which. there  was  one  plank  fafltioned  with 
6 the. 
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Bo^K  hatchet,  fliould  pay  a fine  of  £6.,  In  confeqaience  of 
— , — - this  decree  the  officer,  who  was  fent  to  levy  the  fine,  col- 
lected the  firft  year ^6000  ; the  fecondjf  1500  ; the  third 
j{'ioo;  and  the  fourth  nothing.  By  this  judicious  regulation 
the  ufe  of  the  faw  has  been  introduced  among  the  Ruffian 
lliipwrights,  and  will  probably  in  time  recommend  itfelf  to 
•the  carpenters  and  peafants. 

The  rifing  fpirit  of  commerce  has  added  greatly  within 
•thefe  few  years  to  the  wealth  and  population  of  the  town. 
It  contains  at  prefent  at  leaft  10,000  fouls  ; and  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  the  government  of  Tver  has  increafed 
in  a very  furprifing  degree;  a circumftance  which  fiiews 
the  advantages  arifing  from  her  prefent  majefty’s  new  code 
of  laws.  Tver  was  the  firft  province  of  this  empire  which 
was  newly  modelled  according  to  that  code  ; and  it  has  al- 
ready experienced  the  beneficial  effeCts  of  thefe  excellent 
regulations. 

Tver  being  a large  town,  we  concluded  that  we  ffiould 
find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  neceflary  repairs  for  our 
carriage,  fo  as  to  enable  it  to  carry  us  two  or  three  days  at 
leaft  without  requiring  any  further  affiftance.  Trufting, 
therefore,  to  the  workmanftiip  of  a Ruffian  fmiih,  we  fat  off 
about  fix  in  the  evening  with  the  expectation  of  reaching 
the  next  poll,  where  we  purpofed  to  pafs  the  night,  in  about 
four  hours  ; but  we  had  fcarcely  proceeded  ten  miles,  before 
we  perceived  that  the  wheel,  inftead  of  being  ftrengthened, 
had  been  weakened  by  the  fmith’s  unftcilfulnefs,  and  feemed 
every  inftant  in  danger  of  coming  to  pieces.  In  this  fituation 
we  ftopped  at  a fmall  village,  where  it  was  not  poffible  to 
procure  any  accommodation,  not  even  a candle  to  fmear  the 
wheel,  which  required  a conftant  fupply  ofgreafe  to  prevent 

it 


TVER, 


it  from  taking  fire;  and  as  the  next  place  in  our  route,  chap, 
likely  to  afford  a new  wheel,  was  above  fixty  miles  diftant, ' — . — 
we  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  return  to  Tver.  I confoled 
myfelf  readily  for  this  delay,  as  it  gave  us  an  opportunity  to 
pay  more  attention  to  the  town  and  its  environs  than  our 
tranfient  flay  had  hitherto  permitted  us.  We  took  up  our 
abode  at  the  fame  houfe  we  had  jufl  quitted  : it  was  an  inn 
kept  by  a German,  and  Was  one  of  the  new  magnificent 
brick  edifices  lately  conftrudled,  but  almofl  totally  without 
furniture  or  beds. 

On  the  following  day  we  made  an  agreeable  excurfion 
into  the  adjacent  country  : we  firfl  croffed  the  Volga  over  a 
bridge  of  boats,  and  the  Tvertza  over  a raft,  and  rode  be- 
tween the  banks  of  thofe  two  beautiful  rivers.  We  then 
left  the  Volga  to  purfue  its  courfe  towards  the  Cafpian  Sea, 
watering,  as  it  paffes,  fome  of  the  moft  fertile  provinces  of 
Ruflia,  and  bathing  the  walls  of  Cafan  and  Aftrachan  ; and 
we  made  a circuit  in  the  environs  of  Tver  : we  frequently 
flopped  to  admire  feveral  delightful  views  of  the  new  town 
magnificently  feated  upon  the  fteep  bank  of  the  Volga,  the 
country  gently  Hoping  towards  the  river. 

Tver  lies  in  the  midft  of  a large  plain,  interfperfed  here 
and  there  with  gentle  acclivities,  which  can  hardly  be  called 
hills  ; the  country  produces  in  great  abundance  wheat,  rye, 
barley,  oats,  buck-wheat,  hemp  and  flax,  and  all  forts  of  ve- 
getables. Its  forefts  yield  oak,  birch,  alder,  poplar,  moun- 
tain-afli,  pines  and  firs,  junipers,  See.  The  quadrupeds, 
which  rove  in  the  neighbouring  country,  are  elks,  bears, 
wolves,  and  foxes ; wild-goats,  hares,  and  rabbits ; alfo 
badgers,  martens,  weafels,  ermines,  ferrets,  fquirrels,  and 
marmottes,  &c.  The  principal  birds  obferved  in  this  dillrift: 
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BOOK  are  eagles  and  falcons,  cranes,  herons,  fwans,  wild  geefe  and 
— ducks,  partridges,  quails,  'svoodcocks  and  fnipes,  black-game, 
alfo  crows  and  ravens,  magpies  and  black-birds,  fparrows 
and  Ifarlings,  together  with  nightingales,  linnets,  larks  and 
yellow-hammers.  The  filh  which  are  caught  in  the  Volga 
are  falmon,  Iferlet,  tench,  pike,  perch,  groundlings,  gud- 
geons, and  fometimes,  but  rarely,  fturgeon  and  beluga. 

The  fterlet  being  a very  uncommon  fifh,  and  probably 
peculiar  to  the  northern  parts  of  the  globe,  I am  induced  to 
give  a defcription  of  it,  and  to  enumerate  the  principal  ri- 
vers of  Ruffia  in  which  it  is  found. 

The  fterlet,  the  acipenfer  ruthenus  of  Linnaeus,  is  a fpe- 
cies  of  fturgeon,  and  is  highly  efteemed  for  the  flavour  and 
delicacy  of  its  flefli,  and  for  its  rowq  from  which  the  fineft 
caviare  is  made.  It  is  diftinguiflaed  from  the  other  fturgeons 
by  its  inferior  fize  being  feldom  more  than  three  t feet 
in  length,  and  by  its' colour.  The  top  of  the  head  and  the 
back  are  of  a yellowifla  grey  ; the  fides  of  the  body  whitifti, 
and  the  belly  white  mixed  with  rofe-colour,  efpecially  to- 
wards the  mouth  and  vent.  The  eyes  are  of  a /ky-blue, 
encircled  with  white.  The  fnout  is  long  and  pointed,  com- 
prefled  and  fluited.  The  mouth  is  tranfverfe  with  thick 
prominent  lips,  which  it  has  the  power  of  drawing  inwards, 
with  a beard,  confifting  of  four  fmall  and  foft  cirrhi^  or 
wattles.  It  has  five  rows  of  pointed  bony  imbricated  fcales, 
one  upon  its  back,  two  along  its  fides,  and  two  under  its 
belly.  The  row  upon  its  back  begins  from  the  neck'  and 

* This  defcription  is  chiefly  taken  from  “ ueber  anderthalb  ellen  long,’’  or  an  ell 
T.cpekin’s  Rcifc,  in  his  account  of  the  and  an  half  long.  By  an  ell,  I fiippofe, 
fifl.ery  of  Sinbirlk  upon  the  Volga,  Vol.  JI.  is  meant  an  arfliime  = 26  inches,  and  then 
j).  154.  the  length  of  thefe  will  be  5 feet  i inch, 

f Mr.  Pallas  fays,  that  the  flcriets  of  Sec  Pallas’ Reife.  Part  IJ.  p.  446.  Lepe- 
fhe  Irtifli  arc,  next  to  tliofc  of  the  Oby,  kin  fays,  that  the  flerlefs  of  ihc  Volga  are 
the  largeft  in  RulTia,  being  frequently  leldom  more  than  two  feet  in  length. 
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reaches  to  the  dorfal  fin.  Their  number  by  which  Lin- 
naeus  afcertains  the  fpecies,  and  fixes  at  15,  varies  from  < — , — > 
14  to  17.  The  two  fide  rows  begin  from  the  upper 
angle  of  the  gill-covers,  and  reach  to  the  middle  of  the  tail : 
their  form  is  flat  in  the  middle,  with  dentated  margins 
turning  towards  the  tail ; their  number  varies  from 60  to  7 0. 

The  two  rows,  which  lie  under  the  belly,  begin  from  the 
pedloral  and  reach  towards  the  ventral  fins  : they  are  four- 
fided,  much  fmaller  than  thofe  upon  the  back,  and  thicker 
than  thofe  on  the  fides.  Befide  thele  five  rows,  there  are 
alfo  fome  adepofe  bony-fcales  between  the  tail  and  the  vent ; 
their  number  is  invariably  five. 

The  reft  of  the  fkin  is  totally  without  fcales,  but  is  ex- 
tremely rough  to  the  touch.  It  has,  like  molt  other  fifli, 
two  pe6toral  fins,  two  ventral,  one  anal,  one  dorfal,  and  its 
tail  is  forked  +. 

Many  authors  have  erred  in  fuppofing  this  fifli  to  be  pe- 
culiar to  the  Volga  and  the  Cafpian  fea  ; for  they  frequent 
many  other  rivers,  lakes,  and  feas,  of  the  Ruflian  empire. 
Muller  informs  us,  that  they  are  caught  in  the  Dnieper, 
and  feveral  rivers  falling  into  the  Frozen  Ocean,  parti- 
cularly the  Lena  J.  Lange  aflerts,  that  they  are  found  in 
the  Yenifei  ; Pallas  defcribes  them  as  inhabiting  the  Irtifli, 

Oby,  and  Yaik  ; Georgi  mentions  them  among  the  fifli  of 
the  lake  Baikal,  and  fometimes  in  the  Angara. — We  learn 
from  Linnaeus,  that,  by  order  of  Frederic  1.  king  of  Sweden, 

Acipenfer  Ruthemis  cirris  4.  fquamis  nasus,  in  Le  Bruyn’s  Travels,  Vol.I.  p.  89; 
dorfalibus  15.  Muf.  Fred.  I.  p.  54.  and  and  in  Lepckin’s  Reil'e,  Tab.  9. 

Faun.  Sue.  272. — In  the  Syft.  Nat.  p.  403,  J S.  R.  G.  IX.  p.  4.  Haygold’s  RulF- 
he  defines  it,  Acipenfer  ordinibus  5.  fqua-  land,  Vol.  11.  p.  416.  Fallas  Reife,  P.  I. 
marum  ofiearum,  intermedio  olRculis,  15.  p.  284.  P.  II.  p.  446,  Georgi-Rcile,  Vol,  I. 

f The  reader  will  find  an  engraving  of  p.  177, 
the  llerlet  in  the  Mufeum  Fred,  I.  of  Lin- 

I i i 2 


fome 


42S 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA. 


BOOK  fome  live  Reiiets,  procured  from  Ruffia,  were  thrown  into 
— ^ — die  lake  Moeler,  w'here  they  propagated 

They  have  been  fometimes  caught  in  the  Gulf  of  Fin- 
land, and  even  in  the  Baltick  ; yet  they  are  fuppofed  not  to 
have  been  natives  of  thofe  feas,  but  ftray  fifli,  which  efcaped 
from  fome  velFels  that  were  beat  to  pieces  in  paffing  the 
falls  of  the  river  Malta  t. 

Sept.  19.  Having  obtained  the  valuable  acquilition  of  a 
new  wheel,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey  in  the  afternoon, 
and  were  enabled  to  reach,  before  the  clofe  of  the  evening, 
Torhiok,  which  is  lituated  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tvertza. 
It  is  a large  ftraggling  place,  conlifling  chiefly  of  wooden 
buildings,  intermixed  with  a few  publick  ftrudfures  and 
houfes  of  brick,  lately  eredted  at  the  emprefs’s  expence. 

Although  Torfliok  was  only  forty  miles  diltant  from 
Tver,  we  efteemed  it  a fortunate  circumflance  that,  during 
that  fpace,  no  accident  had  happened  to  our  carriage.  But 
Ave  were  not  fo  fuccefsful  on  the  enfuing  day  ; for  the  axle- 
tree  breaking  about  fix  miles  from  Vidropulk,  we  walked  to 
that  village  ; and  having  procured  a temporary  axle-tree  to 
fupport  our  infirm  vehicle,  we  again  proceeded  in  kibitkis 
as  far  as  Vifhnei-Volofliok,  a place  remarkable  for  the  canal, 
which,  by  uniting  the  Tvertza  and  the  Malta,  connecSts  the 
inland  navigation  between  the  Cafpian  and  the  Baltick. 

Viflinei-Vololhok,one  of  the  imperial  villages  enfranchifed 
by  the  emprefs,  and  endowed  with  confiderable  privileges, 
has  already  reaped  many  benefits  from  its  new  immunities. 

* Habitat  in  lacu  Maelero,  quern  poten-  “ of  Ladoga  were  beat  to  pieces,  by  which 
tifTirriiu  Hex  Sueeix  frcdcncus  I.  ex  Rutiii  “accident  the  fifli  regained  their  liberty ; 
allatnm  in  hoc  lacu  plantari  curavit.  Faun.  “ and  fome  of  them  were  afterwards  taken 
Sue.  No.  272.  “ at  Cronfladt,  and  one  catched  at  Stock- 

•f  llruce  relates,  in  his  Memoirs,  that  “ holm,  which  were  conlidered  as  great 
“ fome  vi.fl'.-ls  going  for  I’eterfbnrgh  with  “ curiolitics,  as  none  of  them  had  ever 
“ live  lifli,  called  bterlit,  in  paffing  tlic  falls  “ been  fccu  in  thofe  fcas  before.”  p.  1 1 2. 

The 


JOURNEY  TO  PETERS  BURGH. 


429 

The  inhabitants,  raifed  from  the  fituation  of  flaves  to  that  ciiap. 
of  freemen,  feem  to  have  fliaken  off  their  former  indolence,' — — > 
and  to  have  caught  a new  fpirit  of  emulation  and  induftry  : 
they  have  turned  their  attention  to  trade  ; and  are  awakened 
to  a fenfe  of  the  commercial  advantages  poiTeffed  by  the 
place  of  their  abode.  The  town  is  divided  into  regular 
Itreets,  and  is  already  provided  with  a large  range  of  Ihops 
and  warehoufes,  which  line  each  hde  of  the  canal.  All  the 
buildings  are  of  wood,  excepting  the  court  of  juftice  erecTed 
at  the  charge  of  the  emprefs,  and  four  brick  houfes  belong- 
ing to  a rich  burgher.  During  our  flay  at  Vifhnei-Volofhock, 
we  did  not  fail  to  examine,  with  great  attention,  every  part 
of  the  celebrated  canal,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  in 
a future  chapter  -ik 

Having  procured  a new  axle-tree,  we  quitted  on  the  2 ill: 
Vifhnei-Volodiok,  crolfed  the  river  Shlina,  and  continued 
along  a timber  road,  carried  over  extenfive  moralfes,  and 
abounding  with  innumerable  fmall  bridges,  without  railing, 
and  moftly  in  a fhattered  Hate.  I obferved  feveral  villages, 
as  well  as' fields  and  gardens,  furrounded  with  wooden  pali- 
fadoes,  about  twelve  feet  in  height,  which  prefented  a pic- 
turefque  appearance.  This  cuftom  of  encircling  villages 
in  this  country  with  flakes  is  very  antient  : for  among  the 
earliefl  laws  of  Ruffia  we  find  one  which  enjoins  t the  pea- 
fants,  under  pain  of  the  knoot,  to  furround  the  towns  and 
villages  with  palifadoes.  Thefe  endofures  were  probably 
intended  as  a kind  of  defence  again  ft  the  defultory  in- 
curlions  of  the  Tartar  hordes  before  the  invention  of 
gunpowder  ; and  the  pradice  has  been  preferved,  though  no 

* On  the  inland  navigation  of  Ruffia  in  the  next  volume. 

f Haygold,  Vol.  I.  p.  357. 
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Bo^oK  longer  of  ufe,  among  a people  remarkably  tenacious  of  old 

' — ^ — ' ufages. 

The  country  continued  for  fome  way  a bog,  covered  with 
foreh,  and  the  villages  were  built  upon  eminences  of 
fand  riling  out  of  the  morafs.  We  palTed  the  night  at 
KholilofF,  a fmall  village,  which  had  alfo  lately  been  confumed 
by  fire.  We  need  not  wonder  at  thefe  repeated  inftances 
of  conflagration  which  fo  frequently  occur  in  this  country, 
when  we  confider  that  the  cottages  are  built  with  wood, 
and  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  peafants,  like  thofe  in  Po- 
land, ufe,  inftead  of  candles,  long  flips  of  lighted  deal,  which 
they  carry  about  the  houfe,  and  even  into  hay-lofts,  without 
the  leafl:  precaution.  The  next  morning,  the  bad  roads 
having  fhattered  our  new  wheel,  which  was  aukwardly  put 
together,  and  began  already  to  difplayfymptoms  of  premature 
decay,  we  flopped  to  repair : but  the  repairs  were  as  trea- 
cherous as  the  original  fabrick ; for,  before  the  end  of  the 
flage,  it  again  came  to  pieces,  and  we  were  again  delayed 
fome  hours  at  Yedrovo  before  we  could  venture  to  continue 
our  journey,  when  we  thought  ourfelves  blelfed  with  the 
afliftance  of  a very  mafterly  mechanick,  as  his  workmanfliip 
lafted  to  Zimagor,  a fmall  village,  prettily  lituated  upon  the 
borders  of  the  lake  Valdai.  The  country  around  Valdai  is 
the  moft  agreeable  and  diverfifled  we  traverfed  fince  our  de- 
parture from  Mofcow.  It  rifes  agreeably  into  a variety  of 
gentle  eminences,  and  abounds  with  beautiful  lakes,  prettily 
fprinkled  with  woody  iflands,  and  fkirted  with  foreft,  corn- 
fields, and  paftures.  The  largeft  of  thefe  lakes  is  called 
Valdai,  and  feemed  to  be  about  twenty-miles  in  circumfer- 
ence : in  the  middle  is  an  ifland  containing  a convent,  which 
rifes  with  its  numerous  fpires  among  clufters  of  furrounding 
trees.  Valdai,  which  gives  its  name  to  the  lake,  and  to  the 
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range  of  hills  in  the  midft  of  which  it  is  lituated,  contains  chap. 
feveral  new  brick- buildings  ; and  even  the  wooden  houfes  « — , — ^ 
are  more  decorated  than  the  generality  of  Ruffian  cottages  ; 
it  lies  upon  an  agreeable  flope,  and  commands  a pieafant  view 
of  the  lake.  The  Valdai  hills,  though  of  no  confiderable 
elevation,  are  the  higheft  in  this  part  of  the  country ; and 
feparate  the  waters  which  flow  towards  the  Cafpian'from 
thofe  which  make  towards  the  Baltick.  From  their  foot,  there 
was  no  longer  a beautiful,  diverflty  of  hills  and  dales,  en- 
livened with  lakes;  but  the  country  prefented,for  a confider- 
able  way,  an  uniform  flat,  with  a vaft  extent  of  morafs. 

On  the  24th,  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  in  good  time  at 
Bronitza,  a village  upon  the  Mafla,  within  twenty  miles  of 
Novogorod.  We  took  up  our  abode  for  the  night  in  the 
houfe  of  a Ruffian  prieft,  which  in  no  wife  differed  from  the 
other  buildings  either  in  flze  or  goodnefs.  It  was  very 
clean,  however,  and  comfortable,  having  a chimney  and  be- 
ing provided  with  a large  plenty  of  wooden  and  earthen 
utenfils.  The  prieft,  not  being  attired  in  his  clerical  habits, 
was  dreffed  like  the  peafants,and  was  only  diftinguiflied  from 
them  by  his  hair,  which  hung  loofe  over  his  Ihoulders  to  a 
conflderable  length.  He,  his  wife,  and  the  reft  of  the  family, 
were  biffily  employed  in  extradting  the  row  from  large  quan- 
tities of  fiffi,  which  are  caught  in  the  Mafta,  and  with  which 
an  excellent  caviare  is  prepared.  Having  procured  from 
our  landlady  fome  of  the  choiceft  of  thefe  fifli,  and  having 
purveyed  in  the  village,  by  means  of  our  fervant,  a brace  of 
ptarmigans,  a bird  of  the  partridge  fpecies,  wefauntered  out, 
while  fupper  was  preparing,  towards  a neighbouring  hill, 
which  ftrongly  attracted  our  attention. 

About  two  miles  from  the  village,  in  the  middle  of  a vaft 
a in,  rifes  an  infulated  hill  of  a circularfrni,  a compound 
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BOOK  Qf  lower  part,  and  upwards,  to  about 

— , — - half  its  height,  is  thickly  ftrewed  with  detached  pieces  of  red 
and  grey  granite,  lirnilar  to  many  others  which  make  their 
appearance  about  the  adjacent  country.  I meafured  one  of 
thefe  maffes,  and  found  it  to  be  twelve  feet  broad,  eight 
thick,  and  five  above  the  furface  of  the  ground,  but  how 
deep  it  was  buried  I could  not  afcertain. 

Naturalifts  greatly  differ  concerning  the  origin  of  thefe 
granitical  maffes,  and  by  what  means  they  were  thus  diffufed 
about  the  face  of  the  earth.  Some  conjedture,  that  they 
were  brought  and  left  there  by  the  waters  ; others  fuppofe 
them  to  have  originally  made  parts  of  the  primitive  rocks 
which  exifted  in  many  places  of  the  globe,  and  which  by 
lapfe  of  time,  or  by  violent  convulfions,  have  crumbled  or 
been  broken  to  pieces,  and  have  left  every  where  thefe  vaft 
fragments  as  monuments  of  their  prior  exiftence 

Upon  the  fummit  of  this  hill  is  a brick  white-waflied 
church,  which  is  a pleafing  objefr  from  the  adjacent  grounds. 
From  its  top  we  had  a very  fingular  and  extenfive  profpe6l. 
Immediately  at  its  foot  the  country,  for  three  or  four  miles, 
is  fomewhat  open,  and  divided  into  large  enclofures  of  pafture 
and  corn.  Towards  the  fouth  rife  the  Valdai  hills,  fkirting 
an  immenfe  plain,  which  ftretches  towards  the  north,  eaft,  and 
v/eft,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  ; a vaft  expanfe  without  a 
finglc  hillock  to  obffrufr  the  view  : it  feemed  little  more 
than  an  endlefs  foreft,  dotted  with  a few  folitary  wooden 
villages,  which  appeared  fo  many  points  in  a boundlefs  de- 
fert.  Beyond,  at  a great  diftance,  we  obferved  the  fpires  of 

* See  feme  curious  conjcnuies  upon  vertes  clans  plufieurs  contrees  de  la  Ruf- 
thefe  granite  ftones  ot  Bronitza,  in  Pallas’s  Be,  Sec.  Vol.  I.  p.  42,  &c. 

Travels;  and  alfo  in  liiRoirc  des  Dccou- 
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Novogorod,  and  the  lake  Ilmen,  fcarcely  difcernible  through 
the  thick  gloom  of  the  trees.  ' — r 

The  forwardnefs  of  the  harveft  in  this  northern  climate 
has  been  already  mentioned  : it  had  been  fome  time  taken 
in,  and  the  new  corn  was  already  fpringing  up  in  many 
places ; that  vegetable  remains,  during  winter,  buried  under 
the  fnow ; at  the  melting  of  which,  in  fpring,  it  flioots  up  fpee- 
dily  in  thefe  countries,  where  vegetation,  u|X)n  the  return- 
ing warmth  of  the  feafon,  is  very  quick  in  all  its  oj^erations. 

But  as  the  fhortnefs  of  the  fummer  does  not  always  allow 
the  grain  time  to  ripen,  the  peafants  ufe  the  following  me- 
thod of  drying  it.  They  conftrudl  a wooden  building,  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  the  fliell  of  their  common  cottages,  without 
windows,  and  with  only  a fmall  door  : under  this  llruCfure 
is  a large  cavity,  in  which,  a fire  being  made,  the  new-cut 
corn,  in  the  ear,  is  laid  upon  the  floor  and  dried  ; it  is  then 
hung  upon  frames  in  the  open  air,  and  afterwards  threflied. 

In  this  part  of  our  journey  we  pafled  by  numberlefs  herds 
of  oxen,  moving  towards  Peterfburgh  for  the  fupply  of  that 
capital.  Moft  of  them  had  been  brought  from  the  Ukraine, 
the  neareft  part  of  which  country  is  diflant  800  miles  from 
the  metropolis.  During  this  long  progrefs  the  drivers 
feldom  enter  any  houfe ; they  flop  to  feed  their  cattle 
upon  the  flips  of  pafture  which  lie  on  each  fide  of  the  road  ; 
and  they  themfelves  have  no  other  covering  in  bad  weather 
but  what  is  afforded  by  the  foliage  of  the  trees.  In  the 
evening  the  ftill  filence  of  the  country  was  awfully 
interrupted  by  the  occafional  lowing  of  the  oxen,  and  the 
carols  of  the  drivers,  while  the  folitary  gloom  of  the  foreff; 
was  enlivened  by  the  glare  of  numerous  fires,  furrounded 
by  different  groups  of  herdfmen  in  various  attitudes ; fome 

* p.  252. 
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^ were  fitting  round  the  flame,  fome  employed  in  dreffing  their 
' — . — 'provifions,  and  others  fleeping  upon  the  bare  ground.  They 
refembled,  in  their  drefs  and  manners,  a rambling  horde  of 
Tartars. 

I'he  route  from  Mofcow  to  Peterfiburgh  is  continued  dur- 
ing a fpace  of  500  miles,  almoft  in  a ftraight  line  cut 
through  the  foreft,  and  is  extremely  tedious : 0:1  each  fide 
the  trees  are  cleared  away  to  the  breadth  of  forty  or  fifty 
paces  ; and  the  whole  way  lies  chiefly  through  endlefs  tradts 
of  wood,  only  broken  by  villages,  round  which,  to  a fmalL 
diflance,  the  grounds  are  open  and  cultivated. 

The  road  is  of  an  uniform  breadth,  and  is  formed  in  the 
following  manner : trunks  -'j'-  of  trees  are  laid  tranfverfely 
in  rows  parallel  to  each  other,  and  are  bound  down  in  the 
center,  and  at  each  extremity,  by  long  poles,  or  beams, 
faflened  into  the  ground  with  wooden  pegs ; thefe  trunks 
are  covered  with  layers  of  boughs,  and  the  whole  is  ftrewed 
over  with  fand  or  earth.  When  the  road  is  new,  it  is  re- 
markably good  ; but  as  the  trunks  deday  or  fink  into  the 
ground,  and  as  the  fand  or  earth  is  worn  away  or  wafhed  off 
by  the  rain,  as  is  frequently  the  cafe  for  feveral  miles  toge- 
ther, it  is  broken  into  innumerable  holes,  and  the  jolting  of 
the  carriage  over  the  bare  timber  can  better  be  conceived 
than  defcribed.  In  many  places  the  road  may  be  confidered; 
as  little  elfe  than  a perpetual  fuccefllon  of  ridges ; and  the 

* Mr.  Hanway  makes  the  following  cu-  “ expence  of  2,100,000  trees.”  Hanway’s 
rious  calculation  of  the  number  of  trees  Travels,  vol.  1.  p.  92. 

employed  to  make  a road  of  i50verfts,  or.  If  we  extend  this  calculation  over  the 
ioo  miles.  “ Allowing  one  tree  with  ano-  whole  extent  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  reach- 
thir  to  be  9 inches  diameter,  and  the  ing  4000  miles  in  length,  and'take  in  the 
**  length  23  feet,  and  fuppofing  the  foun-  different  crofs-roads,  the  expence  of  wood 
dation  and  (ides  to  be  only  half  fo  many  mufl:  be  amazing  ^ but  the  forefts  are  alfo 
“ more  as  the  bridge  is  compofed  of,  and  bouiidlefs  and  inexhaullible., 
the  road  to  be  46  feet  wide,  here  is  an, 
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motion  of  the  carriage  a continual  concuflion,  and  much 
greater  than  I ever  experienced  over  the  rougheft  pavement. ' — v — 

The  villages  which  occafionally  line  this  route  are  ex- 
tremely limilar  to  each  other  ; they  ufually  confift  of  a tin- 
gle ftreet,  with  wooden  cottages  ; a few  only  being  diftin- 
guifhed  by  brick  houfes.  The  cottages  in  thefe  parts  are 
far  fuperior  to  thofe  we  obferved  between  Tolitzin  and 
Mofcow  : they  feemed,  indeed,  well  fuited  to  a rigorous 
climate ; and  although  conftru6ted  in  the  rudeft  and  moft 
artlefs  manner,  are  very  comfortable  habitations.  The  fite 
of  each  building  is  an  oblong  fquare,  which  furrounds  an 
open  area,  and,  being  enclofed  within  an  high  wooden  wall 
with  a penthoufe  roof,  looks  on  the  outfide  like  a large  barn. 

In  one  angle  of  this  enclofure  hands  the  houfe  fronting  the 
ftreet  of  the  village,  with  the  ftair-cafe  on  the  outfide,  and 
the  door  opening  underneath  the  penthoufe  roof.  It  con- 
tains one,  or  at  moft  two  rooms,  one  whereof  is  occupied  by 
the  whole  family. 

I have  frequently  had  occafion  to  obferve,  that  beds  are  by 
no  means  ufual  in  this  country;  infomuch,  that  in  all  the 
cottages  I entered  in  Ruflia,  I only  obferved  two,  each  of 
which  contained  two  women  at  different  ends  with  their 
cloches  on.  The  family  flept  generally  upon  the  benches, 
on  the  ground,  or  over  the  ftove  - ; occalionally  men,  women, 
and  children,  promifcuoufty,  without  any  difcrimination  of 
fex  or  condition,  and  frequently  almoft  in  a ftate  of  nature. 

In  fome  cottages  I obferved  a kind  of  flielf,  about  fix  or  feven 
feet  from  the  ground,  carried  from  one  end  of  the  room  to 
the  other ; to  which  were  faftened  feveral  tranfverfe  planks, 
and  upon  thefe  fome  of  the  family  ftept  Vv^ith  their  heads  and  feet 

* The  ftove  is  a kind  of  brick  oven  ; it  occupies  almoft  a quarter  of  the  room,  and  is 
Sat  at  top. 
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occalionally  hanging  down,  and  appearing  to  us,  who  were 
V— ^ not  accuftomed  to  fuch  places  of  repofe,  as  if  they  were  upoa 
the  point  of  falling  to  the  ground. 

The  number  of  perfons  thus  crouded  into  a fmall  fpace, 
.and  which  fometimes  amounted  to  twenty,  added  to  the  heat  - 
of  the  ftove,  rendered  the  room  intolerably  warm,  and  pro- 
duced a fuffocating  fmell,  which  nothing  but  ufe  enabled  us 
to  fupport.  This  inconvenience  was  hill  more  difagreeable 
in  thofe  cottages  which  were  not  provided  with  chimnies, 
w hen  the  fmoke,  being  confined  in  the  room,  loaded  the  at- 
mofphere  with  additional  impurities.  If  we  opened  the 
lattices  during  the  night,  in  order  to  relieve  us  from  this  op- 
preffion  by  the  admiffion  of  fredi  air,  fuch  an  influx  of  cold 
wind  ruihed  into  the  room,  that  we  preferred  the  heat  and 
effluvia  to  the  keennefs  of  thefe  n-orthern  blafls. 

In  the  midft  of  every  room  hangs  from  the  cieling  a vef- 
fel  of  holy  water,  and  a lamp,  which  is  lighted  only  on  par- 
ticular occafions.  Every  houfe  is  provided  with  a picflureof- 
fbme  faint  coarfely  daubed  upon  wood,,  which  frequently  re- 
fembles  more  a Galmuc  idol,  than  the  reprefentation  of  a. 
human  head  : to  this  the  people  pay  the  highefl  marks  of 
veneration.  All  the  members  of  the  family,  the  moment  they 
rofe  in  the  morning,  and  before  they  retired  to  flecp  in  the 
evening,  never  omitted  flanding  before  the  faint ; they 
crofled  themfelves  during  feveral  minutes  upon  the  fides 
and  on  the  forehead  ; bow'ed  very  low,  and  fometimes  even 
proflrated  themfelves  on  the  ground.  Every  peafant  alfo,. 
upon  entering  the  room,  always  jiaid  his  obeifance  to  this 
objedt  of  worfnip  before  he  addrciTed  himfelf  to  the  family^ 
'fhe  peafants,  in  their  common  intercourfe,  are  remark- 
ably i)olite  to  each  other:  they  take  off  their  cap  at  meet- 
ing; bow  ccremonioufly  and  frequently,  and  ufucdly  ex.* 
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change  a falute.  They  accompany  their  ordinary  difcourfe  chap. 
with  much  action  and  innumerable  geftures,  and  are  ex- . * . 

ceedingly  fervile  in  their  expreflions  of  deference  to  their 
fuperiors  : in  accofting  a perfon  of  confequence,  they  prof- 
trate  themfelves,and  even  touch  the  ground  with  their  heads. 

We  were  often  itruck  at  receiving  this  kind  of  eaftern  ho- 
mage, not  only  from  beggars,  but  frequently  from  children, 
and  occafionally  from  fome  of  the  peafants  themfelves. 

In  the  appearance  of  the  common  people,  nothing  fur- 
prized  us  more  than  the  enormous  thicknefs  of  their  legs, 
which  we  at  firft  conceived  to  be  their  real  dimenfions,  until 
we  were  undeceived  by  the  frequent  exhibition  of  their  bare 
feet,  and  by  being  admitted  to  their  toilets  without  the 
lead  ceremony.  The  bulk,  which  created  our  aftonidimcnt, 
proceeded  from  the  vail  quantity  of  coverings  with  which 
they  fwaddle  their  legs  in  fummer,  as  well  as  in  winter. 

Befide  one  or  two  pair  of  thick  worded  dockings,  they  en- 
velop their  legs  with  wrappers  of  coarfe  flannel  or  cloth 
feveral  feet  in  length  ; and  over  thefe  they  frequently  draw 
a pair  of  boots,  fo  large  as  to  receive  their  bulky  contents 
with  the  utmod  facility. 

The  peafants  are  well  clothed,  comfortably  lodged,  and 
feern  to  enjoy  plenty  of  wholefome  food.  Their  rye-bread, 
whofe  blacknefs  at  fird  difguds  the  eye,  and  whole  fournefs 
the  tade  of  a delicate  traveller,  agrees  very  well  with  the  ap- 
petite as  I became  reconciled  to  it  from  ufe,  I found  it  at 
all  times  no  unpleafant  morfel,  and,  when  feafoned  with 
hunger,  it  was  quite  delicious  : they  render  this  bread  more 
palatable  by  duffing  it  with  onions  and  groats,  carrots  or 
green  corn,  and  feafoning  it  with  fweet  oil.  The  other  ar-' 
tides  of  their  food  I have  enumerated  on  a Ibrmer  occalion 
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— ceedingly  conamon  in  thefe  regions,  as  to  form  a very  effen- 
tial  part  of  their  provifion.  I feldom  entered  a cottage  with- 
out feeing  great  abundance  of  them,  and  in  palling  through 
the  markets,  I was  often  aftoniflied  at  the  prodigious  quan- 
tity expofed  for  fale  : their  variety  was  no  lefs  remarkable 
than  their  number;  they  were  of  many  colours,  amongft 
which  I particularly  noticed  white,  black,  brown,  yellow, 
green,  and  pink.  The  common  drink  of  the  peafants  is 
quafs,  ai  fermented  liquor,  fomewhat  like  fweet-wort,  made 
by  pouring  warm  water  on  rye  or  barley-meal ; and  deemed 
an  excellent  antifcorbutick.  They  are  extremely  fond  of 
whilky,  a fpirituous  liquor  diftilled  from  malt,  which  the 
pooreft  can  occalionally  command,  and  which  their  inclina- 
tion often  leads  them  to  ufe  to  great  excefs. 

The  backwardnefs  of  the  Ruffian  peafants  in  all  the  me- 
chanical arts,  when  compared  with  thofe  of  the  other  nations 
of  Europe,  is  vffible  to  the  moft  fuperficial  obferver.  As 
we  approached,  indeed,  towards  Peterlburgh,  and  nearer  the 
civilized  parts  of  Europe,  we  could  not  fail  to  remark,  that 
the  villagers  were  fomewhat  more  furniffied  with  the  con- 
veniences of  life,  and  fomewhat  further  advanced  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  neceffary  arts,  than  thofe  who  fell  under 
our  notice  between  Tolitzin  and  Mofcow.,  The  planks  were 
lefs  frequently  hewn  with  the  axe,  and  faw-pits,  which  we 
had  long  confidered  as  objedts  of  curiolity,  oftener  occurred  ; 
the  cottages  were  more  fpacious  and  convenient,  provided 
with  larger  windows,  and  generally  had  chimnies  : they 
were  alfo  more  amply  ftored  with  houffiold  furniture,  and 
with  wooden,  and  fometimes  even  earthen  utenffis. 

Still, 
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Still,  however,  their  progrefs  towards  civilization  is  very  chap. 
inconfiderable  ; and  many  inftances  of  the  groffeft  barbarifm  ' — J — 
fell  under  our  obfervation,  during  the  daily  intercourfe  we 
neceffarily  maintained  with  the  peafants.  One  inftance  I 
lhall  mention,  becaufe  it  will  ferve  to  fliow  into  what  a 
wretched  Rate  of  ignorance  the  common  people  are  ftill 
plunged,  when  even  the  fmalleft  trace  of  fiich  immoral 
pradtifes  ftill  fubfifts  amongft  them.  In  many  families  the 
father  marries  his  fon,  while  a boy  of  feven,  eight,  or  nine 
years  old,  to  a girl  of  a more  advanced  age,  in  order,  as  it  is 
faid,  to  procure  an  able-bodied  woman  for  the  domeftick 
fervice : he  cohabits  with  this  perfon,  now  become  his 
daughter-in-law,  and  frequently  has  feveral  children  by  her. 

In  my  progrefs  through  Ruflia,  I obferved  in  fome  cottages, 
as  it  were,  two  miftreffes  of  a family,  one  the  peafant’s  real 
wife,  who  w'as  old  enough  to  be  his  mother,  and  the  other, 
who  was  nominally  the  fon’s  wife,  but,  in  reality,  the  father’s 
concubine.  Thefe  inceftuous  marriages,  fandlified  by  in- 
veterate cuftom,  and  permitted  by  the  parifli-priefts,  were 
formerly  more  common  than  they  are  at  prelent ; but  as 
the  nation  becomes  more  refined,  and  the  priefts  fomew’hat 
more  enlightened,  and  as  they  have  lately  been  difcounte- 
nanced  by  government,  they  are  daily  falling  into  difufe ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  no  longer  tolerated 

Thofe 

The  truth  of  this  fa6t,  which  fell  un-  “ people  not  only  marry  their  fons  at  foun- 
der my  own  obfervation,  and  which  I an-  “ teen  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  I)iit  even  at 
thenticated  by  repeated  inquiries  from  all  “ eight  or  nine,  and  that  for  the  lake  of 
ranks  of  people,  is  dill  further  confirmed  “ having  a work-woman  the  more  in  tire 
by  the  following  paffage  in  the  Antidote  to  “ perfon  of  their  fon’s  wife  : by  the  fame 
the  Journey  into  Siberia,  although  the  au-  “ rule,  they  try  to  keep  their  daughters- 
thor  gives  another  reafon  for  thefe  early  “ fingle  as  long  as  poffible,  becaufe  they 
marriages,  “ The  peafants  and  common  “ don’t  chufe  to  lofe  a work-woman.  Thefe 

“ premature 
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BOOK  Thofe  peafants  who  furnifh  poll;  horfes  are  called  yam- 
^ — V — '^fhics^  and  enjoy  fome  peculiar  privileges.  They  are  obliged 
to  fupply  all  couriers  and  travellers  at  a moft  moderate  pricCj 
namely,  in  the  deareft  parts  at  \\d.  and  in  many  other  parts 
at  \d.  per  verft^  for  each  horfe  ; and,  in  compenfation,  they 
are  exempted  from  the  payment  of  the  poll-tax,  and  from 
being  enlilfed  as  foldiers ; notwithftanding  thefe  immunities, 
the  price  they  receive  for  their  horfes  is  fo  inconliderable, 
that  they  always  produce  them  with  the  greateft  reluctance. 
The  inftant  a traveller  demands  a fupply  of  frefli  horfes,  the 
yamfliics  alTemble  in  crouds,  and  frequently  wrangle  and 
quarrel  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  afibrd  araufement  to  a perfon 
who  is  not  impatientto  depart.  Their  fquabbles  and difputes 
upon  this  occafion  are  fo  remarkable  as  to  have  Itruck  all 
travellers  who  have  given  any  account  of  this  country. 
Chanceler,  the  firlt  Englifliman  who  landed  at  Archangel, 
and  went  from  thence  to  Mofcow,  could  not  fail  to  obferve 
this  circumitance,  which  equally  prevailed  at  that  period  as 
at  prefent  f . Exprefle  commandement  was  given,  that 

“ pod- horfes  Ihould  bee  gotten  for  him,  and  the  reft  of  his 
‘‘  company,  without  any  money.  Which  thing  was,  of  all 
the  Ruffes  in  the  reft  of  their  journey,  fo  willingly  done, 
‘‘  that  they  began  to  quarrel,  yea,  and  to  fight  alfo,  in  ftriv- 
“ ing  and  contending  which  of  them  fliould  put  their  poft- 
“ horfes  to  the  fledde.” 

In  this  defcription,  however,  Chanceler  has  made  a ludi- 
crous miftake  ; for  the  objeCf  of  their  fquabbles  was  not  to 

“ premature  marriages  arc  of  very  little  ufe  “ their  endeavours.  It  is  only  the  inliabi- 
“ to  the  ftatc  ; for  which  rcafon,  methods  “ tants  fif  fome  of  the  provinces  in  Ruflia 
“ to 'get  the  better  of  this  cuftom  have  “ that  fill  retain  this  bad  cuftom.”  P.323. 
“ been  fought  for,  and  I hope  will  foon  take  Antidote. 

“ place:  the  bifliops  are  attentive  to  pre-  * Three  quarters  of  a mile. 

“ vent  thefe  marriages  as  much  as  poflible,  f Hackluyt’s  Voyages,  vol.  I.  p.  247. 

“ and  have  of  late  fucccedcd  greatly  ia 
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obtain,  but  to  decline,  the  honour  of  furnidiing  him  with  chap. 
horfes.  The  fame  fcene  is  frequently  renewed  at  prefent  ; ■ — J — - 
as  I have  occahonally  obferved  that  an  hour’s  uniemitted  al- 
tercation produced  no  effe(St,  and  that  the  poft-n;iafter  at 
length  obliged  the  yamfhics  to  fettle  the  intricate  conteft  by 
drawing  lots.  Indeed,  as  I have  before  remarked  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  any  foreigner,  who  withes  to  travel 
with  expedition,  not  only  to  be  provided  with  a paflport,  but 
alfo  to  be  accompanied  with  a Ruffian  foldier.  The  latter, 
immediately  upon  his  arrival  at  the  poft-houfe,  inftead  of 
attending  to  the  arguments  of  the  peafants,  or  waiting  for 
the  flow  mediation  of  the  poft-mafter,  fummarily  decides  the 
bufinefs  by  the  powerful  interpofition  of  his  cudgel.  The 
boors,  quickly  filenced  by  this  dumb  mode  of  argume7'ttation  t, 
find  no  difficulty  in  adjuffing  their  pretenfions,  and  the 
horfes  almoft  inftantly  make  their  appearance. 

In  our  route  through  Ruffia  1 was  greatly  furprized  at  the 
propenfity  of  the  natives  to  finging.  Even  the  peafants,  who 
adted  in  the  capacity  of  coachmen  and  poftilions,  were  no 
fooner  mounted  than  they  began  to  warble  an  air,  and  conti- 
nued it,  without  the  leaft  intermiffion,  for  feveral  hours. 

But  what  Rill  more  alloniffied  me  was,  that  they  performed 
occafionally  in  parts ; and  I have  frequently  obferved  them 
engaged  in  a kind  of  muiical  dialogue,  making  reciprocal 
queftions  and  refponfes,  as  if  they  were  chanting,  (if  I may 
fo  exprefs  myfelf),  their  ordinary  conveffetion. 

The  poffilions  fing^  as  1 have  juft  obferved,  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  of  a ftage ; the  foldiers  fuig  continually 
during  their  march ; the  countrymen  fwg  during  the  moft 

* P.  356.  "t  Argnmentiim  Bacullnuin. 
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Bc^K  laborious  occupations  : the  public-houfes  re-echo  with 
— — / their  carols ; and  in  a ftill  evening  I have  frequently- 
heard  the  air  vibrate  with  the  notes  from  the  furrounding 
villages. 

An  ingenious  author  long  refident  in  Ruffia,  and  who 
has  turned  his  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  the  national  mufick, 
gives  us  the  following  information  upon  this  curious  fub- 
jecSi.  The  general  mufick  that  prevails  among  the  common 
people  in  Ruflia,  from  the  Duna  to  the  Amoor  and  the 
Frozen  Ocean,  confifts  in  one  fpecies  of  fimple  melody, 
which  admits  of  infinite  variation,  according  to  the  ability  of 
the  finger,  or  the  culfom  of  the  feveral  provinces  in  this 
extenfive  empire.  The  words  of  the  fongs  are  moftly  in 
profe,  and  often  extempore,  according  to  the  immediate  in- 
vention or  recollection  of  the  finger  ; perhaps  an  antient 
legend,  the  hiftory  of  an  enormous  giant,  a declaration  of 
love,  a dialogue  between  a lover  and  his  miflrefs,  a murder, 
or  the  defcription  of  a beautiful  girl : fometimes  they 
are  merely  letters  and  fyllables  taken  from  fome  old 
accidence,  metrically  arranged,  but  feldom  in  rhyme, 
and  adapted  to  this  general  air.  Thefe  latter  words  are 
chiefly  ufed  by  mothers  in  finging  to  their  children,  while 
the  boors,  at  the  fame  time,  perform  their  national  dance 
to  the  fame  tune,  unaccompanied  with  inftrumental  mu- 
fick. 

I have  been  alfo  informed,  that  the  fubje6t  of  the  fong 
frequently  alludes  to  the  former  adventures  of  the  finger, 
or  to  his  prefent  fituation  ; and  that  the  peafants  adapt  the 

* Staehlin.  See  his  Nachrickten  von  lagen,  V.  II.  p.  6o  to  65  ; where  fpecimens 
dcr  .Mufik  in  Rufsland,  ia  Haygold’s  Bey-  of  this  air  are  given. 
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topicks  of  their  common  difcourfe,  and  their  difputes  with  chap. 
each  other,  to  this  general  air  ; which,  altogether,  forms  ^ , — 
an  extraordinary  efFe6l ; and  led  me  to  conjecSlure,  as  I have 
before  expreffed  myfelf,  that  they  chanted  their  ordinary 
converfation. 
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CHAP.  IL 

Novogorod. — Its  antiquity^  power^  grandeur^  independence^ 
decline^  Jubjediiony  and  downfal. — Its  prefent  Jlate, — Ca- 
thedral of  St.  Sophia. — Early  introdu&ion  of  painting  into 
Ruffia. — Price  of  provifions  at  Novogorod. — Incidents  of 
the  Journey  to  Peterfburgh. 

BOOK  A T Bronitza  we  crofled  the  Mafia  upon  a raft  compofed 
of  feven  or  eight  trees  rudely  joined  together,  and 
which  fcarcely  aiSbrded  room  for  the  carriage  and  two  horfes. 
We  then  continued  our  route,  through  a level  country,  to 
the  banks  of  the  Volkovetz  or  Little  Voiko f,  which  we  paffed 
in  a ferry  ; and,  after  mounting  a gentle  rife,  defcended  into 
the  open  marfhy  plain  of  pailure,  which  reaches^  without 
interruption,  to  the  walls  of  Novogorod  : that  place,  at  a 
fmall  diftance,  exhibited  a moft  magnificent  appearance  ; 
and  if  we  might  judge  from  the  great  number  of  churches 
and  convents,  which  on  every  fide  prefented  themfelves  to 
our  view,  announced  our  approach  to  a confiderable  city ; 
but  u|X)n  our  entrance  our  expedlations  were  by  no  means 
realized. 

No  ])lace  ever  filled  me  with  more  melancholy  ideas  of 
fallen  grandeur  than  the  town  of  Novogorod.  It  is  one  of 
the  moil  antient  cities  in  Ruilia ; and  was  formerly  called 
Great  Novogorod,  to  diilinguifh  it  from  other  Ruffian  towns 
of  a limilar  appellation  According  to  Neflor,  the  carlieft 

N'ifhnei  Novogorod  and  Novogorod  Scvcrlkoi. 
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of  the  R uflian  hiftorians,  it  was  built  at  the  fame  time  with 
Kiof,  namely,  in  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  by  a Scla- ' — , — / 
vonian  horde,  who,  according  to  Procopius,  iffued  from  the 
banks  of  the  Volga.  Its  antiquity  is  clearly  proved  by  a 
paflage  in  the  Gothick  hiftorian,  Jornandes,  in  which  it  is 
called  Civitas  Nova,  or  New  Town  We  have  little  in- 
light into  its  hiftory  before  the  ninth  century,  when  Ruric 
the  firft  great-duke  of  Ruffia  reduced  it,  and  made  it  the 
metropolis  of  his  vaft  dominions.  The  year  fubfequent  to 
his  death,  Avhich  happened  in  879,  the  feat  of  government 
was  removed,  under  his  fon  Igor  then  an  infant,  to  Kiof ; 
and  Novogorod  continued,  for  above  a century,  under  the 
jurifdidfion  of  governors  nominated  by  the  great-dukes, 
until,  in  970,  Svatoflaf,  the  fon  of  Igor,  created  his  third  fon 
Vladimir  duke  of  Novogorod  : the  latter,  fucceeding  his  fa- 
ther in  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  ceded  the  town  to  his  fon 
Yaroflaf,  who,  in  1036,  granted  to  the  inhabitants  very  con- 
liderable  privileges,  that  laid  the  foundation  of  that  extra- 
ordinary degree  of  liberty  which  they  afterwards  gradually 
obtained.  From  this  period  Novogorod  was  for  a long  time 
governed  by  its  own  dukes  : thefe  fovereigns  were  at  firil 
fubordinate  to  the  great-dukes,  who  refided  at  Kiof  and  Volo- 
dimir;  but  afterwards,  as  the  town  increafed  in  population 
and  wealth,  they  gradually  ufurped  an  abfolute  indepen- 
dency. 

But  while  they  thus  fhook  off  the  yoke  of  a diRant  lord, 
they  were  unable  to  maintain  their  authority  over  their  own 
fubjedts.  Although  the  fucceffion  w'as  allowed  to  continue 
in  the  fame  family ; yet,  as  the  dukes  were  eleded  by  the  in- 

* Sclavini  a Civitate  NovA  ct  Sclavino  Civitas  Nova,  Novogorod.  S,R.  G.  vol.  V. 
Rtimunenfe,  et  lacu  qtii  appellatur  Mufi-  p^  3S3, 
anus,  &c.  Tnis  lake  is  the  llwen,  and  the  f S.  R,  G,  vol.  V.  p.  397. 
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BOOK  habitants,  they  gradually  bartered  away,,  as  the  price  of  their 
nomination,  all  their  moil  valuable  prerogatives.  They  were 
too  fo  frequently  depofed,  that,  for  near  two  centuries,  the 
lift  of  the  dukes  refembles  more  a calendar  of  annual  ma- 
giitrates,  than  a regular  line  of  hereditary  princes  : and,  in 
effetft,  Novogorod  was  a republick  under  the  jurifdidtion 
of  a nominal  fovereign. 

The  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants,  however  unfa- 
vourable to  the  power  of  the  dukes,  greatly  befriended  the 
real  interefts  of  the  town : it  became  the  great  mart  of  trade 
between  Ruffia  and  the  Hanfeatick  cities  j and  made  the  moft 
rapid  advances  in  opulence  and  population.  At  this  period 
its  dominions  were  fo  extenfive  its  power  lb  great,  and  its 
lituation  fo  impregnable,  as  to  give  rife  to  a proverb, 
contra  Deos  et  Magnam  Novogardiam  ^ Who  can  refill:  the 
Gods  and  Great  Novogorod  ?; 

It  continued  in  this  flourilhing  ftate  until  the  middle  of 
the  1 5th  centm’y,  when  the  great-dukes  of  Ruflia,  whofe  an- 
ceftors  had  reigned  over  this  town,  and  who  ftill  retained  the 
title  of  dukes  of  Novogorod,  having  transferred  their  refi- 
dence  from  Kiof  to  Volodimir  and  afterwards  to  Mofcow, 
laid  claim  to  its  feudal  fovereignty,  a demand  which  the 
inhabitants  fometimes  put  off  by  corapofition,  fometimes  by 
refiftance,  but  were  fometimes  compelled  to  acknowledge.. 
At  length,  in  1471,  Ivan  Valfilievitch  L having  fecured  his 
dominions  againft  the  inroads  of  the  Tartars,  and  having 
extended  his  empire  by  the  conqueft  of  the  neighbouring 
j)rincipalities,  ventured  to  aflert  his  right  to  the  fovereignty 
of  Novogorod,  and  enforced  his  pretenfions  by  a formidable 

* Its  territory  extended  to  the  North  as  Archangel,  and  a large  diftriU  beyond  the 
far  as  the  frcuitiers  of  Livonii  and  Finland,  north-weflern  limits  of  Siberia, 
and  ceunjriftd  great  jjai  t of  the  province  of 
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army : he  vanquifhed  the  troops  of  the  republick  oppofed  chap. 
to  him  in  the  field ; and,  having  forced  the  citizens  to  ac- . 
knowledge  his  claims,  appointed  a governor,  who  was  per- 
mitted to  refide  in  the  town,  and  to  exercife  the  authority 
formerly  veiled  in  their  own  dukes  ''•%  This  power,  however, 
being  exceedingly  limited,  left  them  in  the  entire  polTelfion 
of  their  molt  valuable  immunities  : they  retained  their  own 
laws  ; chofe  their  own  magiftrates  ; and  the  governor  never 
interfered  in  publick  affairs  except  by  appeal. 

Ivan,  however,  by  no  means  contented  with  this  limited 
fpecies  of  government,  watched  a favourable  opportunity 
of  extending  his  authority ; and,  as  a pretence  is  never 
wanting  to  a powerful  aggrelfor,  he,  in  1477,  laid  fiege 
to  the  town.  His  defigns  being  abetted  by  the  internal 
feuds  and  diflentions  which  had  long  prevailed  in  this  in- 
dependent republick,  the  inhabitants  were  conltrained  to 
fubfcribe  to  all  the  conditions  impofed  by  the  haughty  con- 
queror. The  gates  were  thrown  open  ; the  great- duke  en- 
tered the  place  in  the  characSler  of  fovereign  ; and  the  whole 
body  of  people,  tendering  the  oath  of  allegiance,  delivered 
into  his  hands  the  charter  of  their  liberties,  which  unani- 
mity would  Hill  have  preferved  inviolate. 

One  circumflance,  recorded  by  hiltorians  as  a proof  of  the 
unconditional  fubje6lion  of  the  town,  was  the  removal  of 
an  enormous  bell  from  Novogorod  to  Mofcow,  denominated 
by  the  inhabitants  and  revered  as  the  fymbol  of  their 

liberty  and  the.  palladium  of  their  privileges.  It  w^as  ful- 
fpended  in  the  market-place  ; its  facred  found  drew  the 
people  inllantly  from  the  moil:  remote  parts,  and  tolled  the. 

* Its  government  was  fimilar  to  that  of  under  the  jurifdiaion  of  their  own  magif- 
the  German  republicks,  who  acknowledge  trates. 
the  emperor  as  their  liege- lord,  but  arc 
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^ flgnal  of  foreign  danger  or  intefline  tumult.  The  great- 
duke  peremptorily  demanded  this  objedt  of  the  publick  ve- 
neration, which  he  called  T^be  larum  of  /edition  and  the 

inhabitants  confidered  its  furrender  as  the  fure  prelude  of 
departing  liberty 

From  this  period  the  great-duke  became  in  efFe<51:  abfolute 
fovereign  of  Novogorod,  although  the  oftenfible  forms  of  its 
government  were  ftill  preferved  ; in  order  to  enfure  the 
obedience  of  his  new  fubjedts,  he  tranfplanted  at  once  above 
a thoufand  of  the  principal  citizens  to  Mofcow  and  other 
towns,  and  fecured  the  Kremlin,  in  which  he  generally  re- 
hded  when  he  came  to  Novogorod,  with  ftrong  walls  of 
brick.  Notwithftanding  the  defpotifm  to  which  the  inha- 
bitants were  fubje<£l:,  and  the  oppreffion  which  they  experi- 
enced from  Ivan  and  his  fuccelTors,  yet  Novogorod  ftill  con- 
tinued the  largeft  and  m®ll:  commercial  city  in  all  Ruffia, 
as  will  evidently  appear  from  the  following  defcription  of 
Richard  Chanceler,  who  paffed  through  it  in  1554  in  his 
way  to  Mofcow.  “ Next  unto  Mofcow,  the  city  of  Novo- 
“ gorode  is  reputed  the  chiefeft  of  Ruflia  j for  although  it 
be  in  majeftie  inferior  to  it,  yet  in  greatnelTe  it  goeth  be- 
yond  it.  It  is  the  chiefeft  and  greateft  marte  towne  of  all 
“ Mofcovie ; and  albeit  the  emperor’s  feate  is  not  there,  but 
at  Mofco,  yet  the  commodioufnefle  of  the  river,  falling 
into  that  gulfe  which  is  called  Sinus  Finnicus,  whereby  it 
**  is  well  frequented  by  merchants,  makes  it  more  famous 
‘‘  than  Mofco  itfelf  t.” 

* “ Devenuc  Aijcttc,”  fays  L’Evcfque  “ ville  importante  : tant  le  fouflle  c!u  poii- 
with  great  fpirit,  “ clle  va  chaqiie  jour  per-  “ voir  arbitraire  eft  brulant  U definicfteur.” 
“ <lrc  <lc  fon  (lomaine,  tic  fa  population,  de  Hiftoire  de  Ruflie,  Tom.  II.  p.  327. 

“ fon  commerce,  dc  fcs  richcflcs,  &,  dans  f Hackluyt,  vol,  I.  p,  aji. 

“ moioj  d’un  ftcclc,  a peiue  fera-t-elle  une 
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An  idea  of  its  populoufnefs,  during  this  period,  when  chap. 

compared  with  its  prefent  declined  Hate,  is  manifeft  from  v > 

the  fa(51:,  that  in  1508  above  15,000  perfons  died  of  an 
epidemical  diforder ; more  than  double  the  number  of 
its  prefent  inhabitants.  In  its  moft  flourifliing  condition 
it  contained  at  leaft  400,000  fouls  t.  Under  the  reign  of 
Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  the  profperity  of  Novogorod  experi- 
enced a moft  fatal  downfall,  from  which  it  never  recovered  : 
that  monarch  having,  in  1570,  difcovered  a fecret  cdrre- 
fpondence  between  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  and 
Sigifmond  Auguftus  king  of  Poland,  relative  to  a furrender 
of  the  city  into  his  hands,  inflicted  the  moft  exemplary 
and  inhuman  vengeance  upon  them.  He  repaired  in  per- 
fon  to  Novogorod,  and  appointed  a court  of  inquiry,  juftly 
denominated  the  tribunal  of  blood.  Contemporary  hiftorians 
relate,  that  its  proceedings  continued  during  the  fpace  of 
five  weeks ; and  that  on  each  day  of  this  fatal  period  more 
than  500  inhabitants  fell  vi6tims  to  the  vengeance  of  in- 
cenfed  defpotifm.  According  to  fome  authors,  25,600, 
according  to  others,  more  than  30,000  perfons  periflied  in 
this  dreadful  carnage.  Thofe  writers,  who  were  the  tzar’s 
enemies,  have  probably  exaggerated  the  number  of  thefe 
executions ; and  it  is  but  jultice  to  add,  that  fome  J circum- 
ftances  in  their  relations  are  proved  to  be  unqueftionably 

* S.  P^.  G.  vol.  Y.  p.  494.  “ & I’on  y precipitait  les  citoyens  par  ceti- 

+ It  now  contains  icarcely  7000.  “tallies.”  Hilt,  de  Ruffic  II.  p.  48c. 

J Both  foreign  and  Ruffian  authors  relate  Other  hiftorians  relate,  that  he  afficmbled 
that  many  of  th'e  condemned  were  thrown  in  one  fpot  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
from  the  bridge  into  the  river,  and  that  town,  that  he  rodevamongft  them,  accom- 
perfons  were  placed  in  boats,  who  prevented  panted  by  his  fon,  and  pierced  the  tinfortu- 
them  from  efcaping  by  fwimming,  but  they  nate  viffims  of  his  fury  with  his  own  hands, 
do  not  confider  that  this  fad  is  faid  to  have  until,  fatigued  with  the  malfacre,  he  ordered 
palled  in  winter,  when  the  rivers  in  Ruffiia  hik  guards  to  coniplete  the  butchery.  But 
are  all  frozen.  L’Evefque  foftens  this  ac-  fuch  exaggerated  accounts  do  not  deferve 
count,  but  without  iufficient  authority,  by  much  credit, 
faying,  “ 11  fit  ouvrir  les  glaces  duVolkhof, 

VoL.  I.  M m m falfe ; 
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^ falfe  ; but  though  we  ought  not  to  give  implicit  credit  to  all 
w— .y— Jthe  accounts  recorded  by  his  adverfaries,  yet,  even  by  the 
confeffion  of  his  apologias,  there  ftill  remains  fufficient 
evidence  of  his  favage  ferocity  in  this  barbarous  tranfadtion, 
which  equals,  if  not  furpalTes,  in  cruelty,  the  malTacre  at 
Stockholm  under .Chriitian  II, 

This  horrid  cataftrophe  and  the  fubfequent  oppreflions 
which  the  town  experienced  from  that  great,  though  fan- 
guinary  prince,  fo  impaired  its  ftrength,  that  it  is  defcribed 
as  a place  of  ruin  and  defolation  by  Uhlfield,  the  Danifh 
embaifador,  who  foon  afterwards  pafled  through  it.  But  al- 
though the  fplendour  of  this  once  flourifhing  town  received 
a very  confiderable  diminution,  yet  it  was  not  totally  ob- 
fcured  until  the  foundation  of  Peterfburgh,  to  which  fa- 
vourite capital  Peter  the  Great  transferred  all  the  commerce 
of  the  Baltick,  which  before  centered  in  Novogorod. 

The  prefent  town  is  furrounded  by  a rampart  of  earthy 
with  a range  of  old  towers  at  regular  diftances,  forming  a 
circumference  of  fcarcely  a mile  and  an  half;  and  even  this 
inconfiderable  circle  includes  much  open  fpace,  and  many 
houfes  which  are  not  inhabited.  As  Novogorod  was  built 
after  the  manner  of  the  antient  towns  of  this  country 
in  the  Afiatick  ftyle,  this  rampart,  like  that  of  the  Semlaino- 
gorod  at  Mofcow,  probably  enclofed  feveral  interior  circles  : 
without  it  was  a vaft  extenfive  fuburb,  which  reached  to 
the  diftance  of  fix  miles,  and  included  within  its  circuit  all 
the  convents  and  churches,  the  antient  ducal  palace  and 
other  ftru<5tures,  that  now  make  a fplendid,  but  folitary  ap- 
pearance, as  they  lie  fcattered  in  the  adjacent  plain, 

Novogorod  ftretches  on  both  fides  of  the  Voiko f,  a beau- 
Uful  river  of  confiderable  depth  and  rapidity,  and  fomewhat 
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broader  than  the  Thames  at  Windfor.  This  river  feparatcs  chap. 
the  town  into  two  divifions,  the  Trading  Part,  and  the — 
Quarter  of  St.  Sophia,  which  are  united  by  means  of  a bridge, 
partly  wooden,  and  partly  brick. 

The  firft  divilion,  or  the  Trading  Part,  is,  excepting  the 
governor’s  houfe,  only  a rude  clulfer  of  wooden  habitations, 
and  in  no  other  refpedf  cliftinguifhed  from  the  common  villages, 
than  by  a vaft  number  of  brick  churches  and  convents,  which 
ftand  melancholy  monuments  of  its  former  magnificence. 

In  all  parts  1 was  ftruck  with  thefe  remains  of  ruined  gran- 
deur; while  half-cultivated  fields  enclofed  within  high  pali- 
f-idoes,  and  large  fpaces  covered  with  nettles,  attefted  its 
prefent  defolate  condition.  Towards  its  extremity  a brick 
edifice,  and  feveral  detached  ftrudlures  of  the  fame  mate- 
rials, eredted  at  the  empreflTes  expence,  for  a manufadture 
of  ropes  and  fails,  exhibited  a mofi:  fplendid  figure  when 
contrafied  with  the  fui  rounding  wooden  hovels  in  the  towm. 

The  oppofite  divifion,  denominated  the  Quarter  of  St. 
Sophia,  derives  its  appellation  from  the  cathedral  of  that 
name,  and  comprehends  the  fortrefs  or  Kremlin,  conflrudted 
for  the  purpofe  of  curbing  the  inhabitants,  and  of  prevent- 
ing the  frequent  infurredtions  occafioned  by  the  rifing  fpirit 
of  opprelTed  liberty.  It  is  of  an  irregularly  oval  form,  and 
furrounded  by  an  high  brick  wall,  ftrengthened  with  round 
and  fquare  towers : the  wall  is  fimilar  to  that  which  encloft  s 
the  Kremlin  at  Mofeow ; and  was  conlfrudled  in  1490 
by  the  Italian  architedf  Solarius  of  Milan,  at  the  order  of 
Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.  foon  after  his  conqueft  of  Novogorod. 

The  fortrefs  contains  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia,  the  old 
archiepifcopal  manfion  with  its  ftair-cafe  on  the  out- 
fide,  part  of  a new  palace  which  was  not  yet  finiflied, 
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BOOK  fe^y  other  brick  buildings,  but  the  remaining  fpace  is  a 
— „ — - wafte,  overfpread  with  weeds  and  nettles,  and  covered  with 
ruins. 

The  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia  is  probably  one  of  the  moft 
antient  churches  in  Ruffia:  it  was  begun  in  1044  by  Vla- 
dimir Yaroilavitch  duke  of  Novogorod,  and  completed  in 
1051  It  was  probably  conitrudfed  foon  after  Ghriftianity 
was  firft  propagated  in  Ruffia  by  the  Greeks,  and  was  called 
St.  Sophia,  from  the  church  of  that  name  in  Conllantinople. 
It  is  a high  fquare  building,  with  a gilded  cupola,  and  four 
tin  domes.  We  entered  this  venerable  pile  through  a pair 
of  brazen  gates,  ornamented  with  various  figures  in  alto 
relievo,  reprefenting  the  Paffion  of  our  Saviour,  and  other 
fcriptural  hiftories.  The  prieft  informed  me,  that,  according 
to  tradition,  thefe  gates  of  brafs  were  brought  from  the  an- 
tient town  of  Cherfon  t,  wdiere  Vladimir  the  Great  was  bap- 
tized, and  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  Grecian  wmrkmanffiip  : they 
are  in  confequence  of  this  perfuafion  called  Korfunfkie 
Dveri,  the  doors  of  Cherfon.  But  if  we  admit  the  truth 
of  this  tradition,  how  fliall  we  account  for  the  following 
Latin  charadlers,  which  I obferved  upon  them  ? 

p.  e.  W I C M A N N V S M E G I D E B V R G E N S I S 
ALEXANDER  epe  DEBLVCICH. 

AVE  MARIA  GPACIA  PLEHS  DHS  TECVGI. 

The  firfi:  part  of  this  infcription  feems  to  prove  rather,  that 
they  came  from  Magdeburgh  in  Germany ; and  it  is  a cir- 
cumfiance  by  no  means  improbable,  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Novogorod,  through  their  commercial  connections,  main- 

* t.  R.  C.  vol.  V.  p.  398..  A wooden  where  this  cathedral  now  ftands.  Ibid, 
f htir:  h of  the  fame  name  had  been  firft  con-  p.  394. 

ftraOed  about  the  year  1000  by  Joachim,  f Now  Kerfli,  in  Crim  Tartary. 
ih=  firft  bifliop  of  Novogorod,  on  the  fpot, 
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tained,  even  in  thofe  early  times,  a no  lefs  frequent  inierconrfe  chav. 
with  Germany  than  with  Greece.  « — ^ 

In  the  infide  of  this  cathedral  are  twelve  maffy  pillars 
white-wallied,  which,  as  well  as  the  walls,  are  thickly  covered 
with  the  reprefentations  of  our  Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
of  various  faints.  Some  of  thefe  paintings  are  of  very  high 
antiquity,  and  probably  anterior  to  the  revival  of  the  art  in 
Italy.  The  following  reafons  induce  me  to  adopt  this  o^dnion. 

Many  of  thefe  figures  are  in  a hard flat  fly/e  of  colouring  upon 
^,^o/d  ground^  and  exactly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Greek  artiils, 
by  whom,  according  to  Vafari,  painting  was  firft  introduced 
into  Italy  in  the  following  manner. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  13th  century  fome  Greek 
artifts  were  invited  to  Florence  to  paint  the  chapel  of  the 
Gondi  in  that  city.  Although  their  defign  and  colouring 
were  very  hard  and  flat^  and  they  chiefly  reprefented  the 
figures  on  a Jield  of  gold  \ yet  their  produdions  were  much 
admired  in  that  ignorant  century.  Ciniabue,  who  was  tlicn 
a boy,  w^as  fo  flruck  with  their  performance,  that  he  was 
accuflomed  to  pafs  all  the  time  he  could  fleal  from  Jchool 
in  contemplating  the  progrefs  of  their  work.  His  enthuliafni 
being  thus  kindled, he  turned  his  whole  attention  to  thefiudy 
of  an  art  to  which  his  natural  genius  feemed  inclined.  His 
firft  compofitions  had  all  the  defedts  of  the  maflers  whom  he 
imitated  ; but  he  gradually  improved  as  he  advanced,  and 
laid  the  firft  rude  foundation  of  that  aftonifhing  excellence 
which  the  fchools  of  Italy  afterwards  attained. 

As  painting  was  thus  brought  into  Italy  from  the  Greek 
empire,  when  there  was  fcarcely  any  connedtion  between 
thofe  two  countries,  w'e  may  be  wtII  afliired  that  it  w'as  in- 
troduced at  a more  early  period  into  Ruffia,  from  the  fame 
quarter;  not  only  becaufe  a conftant  intercourfe  had  been 

long 
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Bo^K  maintained  between  the  great-dukes  and  the  emperors 
* — ^ of  Conftantinople  ; and  becaufe  the  patriarch  of  that  city 
was  formerly  the  head  of  the  church  ehabiifhed  in  Rnffia; 
but  likewife  becaufe  the  Ruffians,  being  converted  to  Ghrifti- 
anity  by  the  Greeks,  were  accuRomed,  after  their  example, 
to  decorate  their  temples  with  various  figures,  and  muft 
have  received  from  them  many  portraits  of  faints,  which 
form  in  their  religion  a neceffiary  part  of  divine  worfhip^ 
We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia, 
which  was  built  in  the  i ith  century,  and  is  one  of  the 
molf  antient  churches  of  Ruffia,  was  neceiTariiy  ornamented 
with  the  figures  of  faints  by  fome  Greek  artills,  which 
the  great-dukes  of  Novogorod  drevv  from  Gonftantinople. 
The  daubings  in  quehion,  indeed,  are  fo  indiffierent,  as 
not  to  have  deferved  a particular  inquiry,  if  they  had 
not  affifted  in  illuftrating  the  progrefs  of  the  liberal  arts, 
and  in  afcertaining  the  early  introdu6lion  of  painting  into 
this  country,  at  a period  when  it  was  unknown  even  im 
Italy*  . 

Several  princes  ofthe  ducal  family  of  Ruffia  are  interred  in 
this  cathedral.  The  firft  is  Vladimir  Yaroilavitch,  'who  was 
born  in  1020,  died  in  105  ? t,  and  was  buried  in  this  church, 
which  he  himfelf  had  founcied,  and  jult  lived  to  fee  com- 
jdeted.  BeHde  his  tomb,  are  tbofe  of  his  mother  Anne, 
daughter  of  the  eallern  emperor  Romairus,  his  wife 
Alexandra,  his  brother  Midliflaf,  and,  lattly,  of  Feodor, 
brother  of  Alexander  Neviki,  v/ho  died  in  1228.  The 
rnoll  antient  of  thefe  (epulchres  arc  of  carved  wood  gilt  and 
lilveted,  and  furrounded  with  iron  rails;  the  others  are  of 


* J:im  dill  pins^iMU  Rnthcrii,  ct  .pits  cre^  Efl  ii  fur  la  Bib.  .Vc.  ji.  19. 
dal  fcculo  duodecimo,  lays  Fakoui. — See  -j  S.  R.  G.  vol.  V.  p.  399. 
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brick  and  mortar.  Within  the  fancSluary  the  walls  are  co- 
veied  with  curious  Mofaick  compartments,  of  coarfe  work- « — ,1— < 
manfliip,  and  feemingly  very  antient. 

Our  landlord  was  a German  ; and  his  inn,  though  fmall, 
was  one  of  the  moft  commodious  we  had  hitherto  met  with 
in  Ruflia  : it  was  neatly  furniflied,  and  afforded  us  beds, 
a great  article  of  luxury  in  this  country,  which  we  had  no 
fmall  difficulty  to  procure  even  in  the  city  of  Mofcow. 

By  the  affiflance  of  our  landlord  we  obtained  the  follow- 
ing lift  of  the  price  of  provilions  in  thefe  parts  ; 


$.  d.  s.  d. 

Butcher’s  meat  per  Ruffian  pound*  i-J  to  o a 

Black  bread  per  ditto  ^ 

White  common  ditto  i 

French  ditto  a 

Butter  ditto  4 

Ten  eggs  from  i J to  o ^ 

Pair  of  fowls  from  i 3 to  i 8 

Fatted  goofe  i 

Couple  of  wild  duck*  6 

Tame  ditto  1 3 

Brace  of  partridges  jo 

Black  game,  cock  and  hen  2 6 

Hare  7J 

Quart  of  milk  ij. 

Bed:  fpirituous  liquors  per  quart  1 5 J. 

Word  fort  8^ 

Pair  of  peafants  leather  dioca  i 3 

Boots  4 10 

Round  hat  x 3 

Peafant’s  diirt,  no  collar  orwridband,  and  very  fliort  x 3 


Our  coach  was  fo  fhatteretl  by  the  bad  roads,  that  we 
thought  it  moft  prudent  to  leave  it  at  Novogorod,  and 

* A Ruffian  pound  ac  14^  EngUIh  ounces. 
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BOOK  continued  our  journey  in  the  common  carriages 
^ /’ifhft  country,  called  kibitkis,  A kibitki  is  a fmall  cart, 
capable  of  containing  two  perfons  abreaft,  while  the  driver 
lits  upon  the  further  extremity  clofe  to  the  horfes’  tails.  It 
is  about  five  feet  in  length,  and  the  hinder  half  is  covered 
with  a femicircular  canopy,  open  in  front  like  the  top  of  a 
cradle,  made  of  laths  interwoven  and  covered  with  birch  or 
beech-bark.  There  is  not  a piece  of  iron  in  the  whole  ma- 
chine. It  has  no  fprings,  and  is  faftened  by  means  of 
wooden  pins,  ropes,  and  fticks,  to  the  four  wheels,  the  boxes 
of  which  are  of  an  extraordinary  length,  and  project  above 
a foot  beyond  the  orbit  of  the  wheels.  The  Ruffians,  when 
they  travel  in  thefe  carriages,  place  a feather-bed  in  the 
bottom,  admirably  calculated  to  break  the  intolerable  jolts 
and  concuffions,  occafioned  by  the  uneven  timber  roads. 
With  this  precaution  a kibitki,  though  inferior  in  fplendour, 
equals  in  comfort  the  moft  commodious  vehicle.  The  tra- 
veller ftretches  himfelf  at  his  length  upon  the  feather-bed, 
and,  if  inclined,  may  dofe  away  the  journey  in  perfedf  tran- 
quillity. But  being  novices  as  to  the  befi:  method  of 
equipping  this  fpecies  of  conveyance,  we  fuffered  a layer 
of  trunks  and  other  hard  baggage  to  be  fubftituted  in  the 
place  of  feather-beds ; thefe  fubltances,  fo  much  more 
bulky,  and  fo  much  lefs  yielding  than  down,  obliged  us 
either  to  fit  under  the  canopy  in  a floping  pofture,  or  upon 
the  narrow  edge  of  the  carriage  ; in  the  alternate  enjoy- 
ment of  which  dele61;able  pofitions,  we  pafled  twelve  hours 
without  intermiffion,  and  with  no  refrelhment.  Thofe  who 
liave  ever  regaled  thcmfclves  anfidlt  a [)ile  of  loofe  trunks 
and  boxes  in  the  balket  of  a heavy-laden  ‘ftage  coach,  over 
6 the 
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the  rouglieft  pavement,  would  efteem  that  mode  of  convey-  chap. 
ance  luxury  to  what  we  experienced.  Our  impatience,  how-v  / / 
ever,  to  reach  Peterlburgh  beguiled  in  fome  meafure  the 
hruifes  we  received  from  our  kibitkis  and  their  contents  ; and 
induced  us  to  perfevere  in  our  route  till  after  ten  at  night,  when, 
upon  our  being  depofited  in  a fmall  village,  1 had  fcarcely 
ftrength  remaining  to  crawl  to  fome  frefli  ftraw  fpread  for 
our  beds  in  the  corner  of  an  unfurnillied  inn  : with  the 
comforts  of  this  delightful  place  of  repofe  I was  fo  ena- 
amoured,  that  h could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  relinquilh  it 
even  for  a few  minutes,  for  the  enjoyment  of  an  excellent 
ragout  prepared  by  our  fervant,  and  which  a conftant  fail- 
ing iince  nine  in  the  morning  tended  greatly  to  recommend. 

A tolerable  night’s  reft,  and  the  profpecft:  of  only  fifty 
miles  between  us  and  Peterfburgh,  induced  us  to  reaiTume 
our  former  Rations,  and  to  brave  a repetition  of  our  fatigue. 

The  country  we  paiTed  through  was  ill  calculated  to  al-  ^ 
ieviate  our  fufferings  by  transferring  our  attention  from  our- 
felves  to  the  objects  around  us.  Excepting  the  environs  of 
Novogorod,  which  were  tolerably  open,  the  road  made  of 
timber,  as  defcribed  on  a former  occafion,  and  as  ftraight  as 
an  arrow,  ran  through  a perpetual  foreft,  without  the  leaft; 
intermixture  of  hill  or  dale,  and  wdth  but  few  flips  of  cultivated 
ground.  Through  the  dreary  extent  of  iio  miles,  the 
gloomy  uniformity  of  the  foreft;  w'as  only  broken  by  a few 
folitary  villages  at  long  diftances  from  each  other,  w'ithout 
the  intervention  of  a Angle  houTe.  Itchora,  the  laft  village 
at  W'hicli  we  changed  horfes,  tliough  but  2 0 miles  from  the 
capital,  was  fraall  and  wretched,  and  the  adjacent  country  as 
inhol])itable  and  unpeopled  as  that  we  had  already  pafled. 

About  ten  'miles  f-.om  itchora  we  fuddenly  turned  to  the 
right,  and  the  fcene  iiiftantaneoufly  brightened  : the  w'oods 
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gave  way  to  cultivation  ; the  country  began  to  be  enrivened' 
» with  houfes  ; the  inequalities  of  the  timber  road  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  level  of  a fpacious  caufeway  equaf  to  the 
fineft  turnpikes  of  England  ; the  end  of  each  verft-  was 
marked  with  fuperb  mile-ftones  of  granite  and  marble;  and 
a long  avenue  of  trees  was  clofed  at  the  diftance  of  a few 
miles  with  a view  of  Peterfburgh,  the  object  of  our  willies,, 
and  the  termination  of  our  labours. 

* Throughout  all  the  high  roads  of  Ruffia,  each  verft  (or  three-quarters  of  a mile)  is 
Marked  by  a wooden  poft,  about  tweire  feet  in  height,  painted  red. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Jujlification  of  Peter  the  Great  for  transferring  the  feat  of 
empire  from  Mofcow  to  St.  Peterfburgh. — Defer iption  of 
the  new  metropolis. — Its  foundation  and  progrefs. — Cir- 
cumference and  population. — Inundations  of  the  Neva. — 
Remarkable  flood  in  the  year  1777. — Bridge  of  pontoons. — 

Plan  for  a bridge  of  a flngle  arch  acrofs  the  Neva. — ColofTal 
Jlatue  of  Peter  the  Great. — Account  of  the  pedeflaf  and  of 
its  conveyance  to  Peterfburgh. — General  obfervations  on 
the  weather  at  St.  Peterfburgh  during  the  winter  of 
" — Precautions  againfl  the  cold. — Diverfloiis  ayid  winter 
feenes  upon  the  Neva. — Ice-hills. — Annual  fair  upon  its 
frozen  furface, 

SAINT  Peterfburgh  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  59'  56"  chap. 

23'''  north,  and  longitude  30'  25"  eaft,  from  the . 
firft  meridian  of  Greenwich.  It  Hands  upon  the  Neva,  near 
the  Gulf  of  Finland,  and  is  built  partly  upon  fome  iflands  in 
the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  partly  upon  the  continent.  Its 
principal  divifions  are  as  follow:  i.  The  Admiralty  quarter; 

2.  The  Vafiili  Oftrof  ; 3.  The  fortrefs  ; 4.  The  Ifland  of 
St.  Peterfburgh;  and  5.  The  various  fuburbs,  called  the 
fuburbs  of  Livonia,  of  Mofcow,  of  Alexander  Nevfki,  and 
of  Wiburgh.  Their  peculiar  fituation,  with  refpe6l  to  each 
other,  will  be  better  explained  by  the  annexed  plan  of  the 
town,  than  by  the  moft  elaborate  defeription. 

Peter  the  Great  has  incurred  confiderable  cenfure  for  trans- 
ferring the  feat  of  empire  from  Mofcow  to  Peterfburgh : it  has 
been  urged,  with  fome  degree  of  plaufibility,  that  he  was  in 

* Oftrof  fignifies  Ifl.uid. 
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BOOK  effe(ft  more  an  Afiatick  than  an  European  fo'vereign';  that 
' — ^-h^Mofcow,  lying  nearer  to  the  center  of  his  dominions,  was 
better  calculated  for  the  imperial  refidence  ; and  that,  by 
removing  his  capital,  he  negledfed  the  interior  provinces^ 
and  faerificed  every  other  coniideration  to  his  prediledfion. 
for  the  fettlements  upon  the  Baltick. 

But  it  by  no  means  appears,  that  although  Peterfburgli 
was  thus  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  Ruffia,  that 'therefore 
he  negiedted  any  other  part  of  his  vafi:  dominions.  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  no  lefs  attentive  to  his  Afiatick  than  to  his 
European  provinces  : his  repeated  negotiations  with  the 
Chinefe:  his  campaigns  againfl  the  Turks;,  and  his conqueih 
of  the  Perfian  provinces  which  border  upon  the  Cafpiaii? 
prove  the  truth  of  this  affertion.  It  is  no  lefs  obvious,  that? 
Europe  was  the  quarter  from  whence  the  greateft  danger 
to  his  throne  impended,  that  the  Swedes  w'ere  his  moft  for- 
midable enemies,  and  that  from  them  the  very  exiftence 
of  his  empire  was  threatened  with  annihilation.  It  w^as  not 
by  leading  his  troops  againfi;  the  defultory  bands  of  Turks 
or  Perfians,  that  he  was  able  to  acquire  a folid  military 
force;  but  .by  training  them  to  endure  the  firm  attack  of 
regular  battalions,  and  to  learn  to  conquer  at  lafi  by  repeated 
defeats  : with  this  defign,  the  nearer  he  fixed  his  feat  to  the. 
borders  of  Sweden,  whofe  veterans  had  long  been  the  terror 
of  the  north,  the  more  readily  his  troops  would  imbibe  their 
military  fpirit,  and  learn,  by  encountering  them,  their  well 
regulated  manoeuvres.  Add  to  this,  that  the  protedion  of 
the  i.cw  commerce,  which  he  opened  through  the  Baltick, 
depended  upon  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  a naval 
force,  which  required  his  immediate  and  almofi:  continual 
infpcdion. 
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To  this  circumilance  alone  is  owing'  the  rapid  and  re- 
fpecftabie  rife  of  the  Ruffian  power,  its  preponderance  in  thev — , — 
north,  and  its  political  importance  in  the  fcale  of  Europe. 

In  a word,  had  nut  Peter  I.  transferred  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment to  the  ffiores  of  the  Baltick,  the  Ruffian  navy  had  never 
rode  triumphant  in  the  Turkiffi  feas  ; and  Catharine  II.  had 
never  Rood  forth  what  ffie  now  is,  the  arbitrefs  of  the 
north,  and  the  mediatrix  of  Europe. 

Thus  much  with  refpecft  to  the  political  confequence 
which  Ruffia  derived  from  the  pohtion  of  the  new  metro-- 
polis : its  internal  improvement,  the  great  object  of  Peter’s 
reign, .waS'  confiderably  advanced  by  approaching  its  capital 
.to  the  more  civilized  parts  of  Europe ; by  this  means  he 
drew  the.  nobility  from  their  rude  magnificence  and  feudal 
dignity  at  Mofcow  to  a more  immediate  dependence  upon 
the  fovereign,  to  morejaolifiaed  manners,  to  a greater  degree 
of  focial  intercourfe.  Nor  was  there  any  other  taufe,  perhaps, 
wffiich  fo  much  tended  to  promote  his  plans  for  the  civiliza- 
tion of  his  fubjeds,  as  the  removal  of  the  imperial  feat  from 
the  inland  provinces  to  the  fiiores  of  the  Gulf  of  Finland. 

For  the  nearer  the  rcfidence  of  the  monarch  is  brought  to 
the  more  polifhed  nations,  the  more  frequent  will  be  the  in- 
rercourfe  with  them,  and  the  more  eafy  the  adoption  of  their 
arts  ; and  in  no  other  parts  could  the  influx  of  foreigners  be 
fo  great  as  where  they  were  allured  by  commerce. 

Inoppofitiontothecenfurersof  Peter,  we  cannot  but  efteem 
this  ad  one  of  the  molhbeneficial  of  his  reign  : and  one  might 
even  venture  to  afiert,  that  if,  by  any  revolution  of  Europe, 
this  empire  ffiould  lofe  its  acquifitions  on  the  Baltick  ; if 
the  court  lliould  repair  to  Molcow,  and  maintain  a fainter 

* It  mufl;  be  rememb  red,  that  Catharine  II.  mediated  the  peaceof  Tefchen,  in  1779, , 
between  the  emperor  of  Germany  and  the  king  of  Friiflia. 
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BOOK  <x3nne(5lion  with  the  European  powers  before  any  eflential 
.( — -v-^ reformation  in  the  manners  of  the  people  fiiould  have  taken 
place,  Ruflia  would  foon  relapfe  into  her  original  barbarifm ; 
and  no  traces  of  the  memorable  improvements  introduced 
by  Peter  I.  and  Catharine  II.  would  be  found  but  in  the 
annals  of  hiftory. 

As  I walked  about  this  metropolis  I was  filled  with  afto- 
nifhment  upon  refle6ling,  that  fo  late  as  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  the  ground  on  which  Peterfburgh  now  ftands 
was  only  a vaft  morafs  occupied  by  a few  fifliermens’  huts. 
The  firft  building  of  the  city  is  fo  recent  as  to  be  almoft 
remembered  by  fome  perfons  who  are  now  alive  ; and  its 
gradual  progrefs  is  accordingly  traced  without  the  lead:  dif- 
ficulty. Peter  the  Great  had  no  fooner  wrefted  Ingria  from 
the  Swedes,  and  advanced  the  boundaries  of  his  empire  to  the 
fliores  of  the  Baltick,  than  he  determined  to  ere(5t  a fortrefs 
upon  a fmall  ifland  in  the  mouth  of  the  Neva,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fecuring  his  conquefts,  and  opening  a new  channel 
of  commeree  As  a prelude  to  this  undertaking,  a fmall 
battery  was  immediately  raifed  -on  another  ifland  of  the 
Neva,  upon  the  fpot  now  occupied  by  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences, and  it  was  commanded  by  Valfili  Dmitrievitch 
Kortfhmin.  All  the  orders  of  the  emperor  fent  to  this 
officer  were  dire<Sled  VafTili  na  Oftrof,  to  Vafiili  upon  the 
Ifland  ; and  hence  this  part  of  the  town  was  called  Vaflili 
Ollrof,  or  the  Ifland  of  Vaflili, 

The  fortrefs  was  begun  on  the  ifith  of  May,  1703  ; and, 
notwithftanding  all  the  obfl:ru6fions  arifing  from  the  marfhy 
nature  of  the  ground,  and  tlie  inexperience  of  the  workmen, 

* See  Hift.  Gcog.  and  Top,  Beithifcib’..ng  dcr  Stadt  S,  Pet.  in  the  Journal  of  St,  Pet, 
for  1779. 
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a fmall  citadel  furrouiided  with  a rampart  of  earth,  a^rd 
ftrengthened  with  fix  baftions,  was  completed  in  a fliort  ■ — # 
fpace  of  time.  An  author  who  was  in  Ruflia  at  that 
period,  informs  us,  ‘‘^that  the  labourers  were  not  furniflred 
“ with  the  neceffary  tools,  as  pick-axes,  fpadcs  and  fliovels, 

“ wlieelbarrows,  planks,  and  the  like  ; notwithflanding 
which,  the  work  went  on  with  fuch  expedition,  that  it 
was  furprizing  to  fee  the  fortrefs  raifed  within  lefstharr 
five  months,  though  the  earth,  which  is  very  fcarce  there' 
abouts,  was,  for  the  greater  part,  carried  by  the  labourers 
in  the  flcirts  of  their  clothes,  and  in  bags  made  of  rags 
and  old  mats,  the  ufe  of  wheel-barrows  being  then  un- 
known  to  them.” 

Within  the  foitrefs  a few  wooden  habitations  wereerecRed. 

For  his  own  immediate  refidence  Peter  alfo  ordered,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1703,  a fmall  hut  to  be  raifed  in  an 
adjacent  ifland,  which  he  called  the  ifland  of  St.  Peterfburgh, 
and  from  which  the  new  metropolis  has  taken  its  name  ;• 
this  hut  was  low  and  fmall ; and  is  ftill  preferved  in  memory 
of  the  fovereign  who  condefcended  to  dwell  in  it.  Near  it 
was  foon  afterwards  conftruded  another  wooden  habitation, 
but  larger  and  more  commodious,  in  which  prince  Menzikof 
refided,  and  gave  audience  to  foreign  minillers^  At  a fmall 
diftance  was  an  inn,  much  frequented  by  the  courtiers  and 
perfons  of  all  ranks  ; to  which  Peter  himfelf,  on  Sundays- 
after  divine-fervice,  frequently  repaired,  and  would  there 
drink  with  his  fuite  and  thofe  who  happened  to  be  prefent, 
as  fpecRators  of  fire-works  and  other  diverfions,  which  were 
exhibited  by  his  orders. 

* Perry’s  State  of  Ruffia,  Vo!,  1.  p.  300, 
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BOOK  Oil  the  30th  of  May,  1706,  Peter  ordered  the  ramparts 
. ’ , of  earth  to  be  demoliflied,  and  began  the  foundation  of  the 

new  fortrefs  on  the  fame  fpot.  In  1710  Count  Golovkin 
built  the  firft  edifice  of  brick  ; and  in  the  following  year 
the  tzar,  with  his  own  hand,  laid  the  foundation  of  an  houfe^ 
to  be  eredled  with  the  fame  materials 

From  thefe  fmall  beginnings  rofe  the  prefent  metropolis 
of  the  Ruffian  empire ; and  in  lefs  tli^^n  nine  years  after  the 
firif  wretched  hovels  of  wood  were  ere61ed,.the  feat  of  em- 
pire was  transferred  from  Mofcow  to  Peterfburgh. 

The  defpotick  authority  of  Peter,  his  zeal  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  new  capital,  and  his  endeavours  to  make  it 
refemble  the  other  cities  of  Europe,  will  appear  from  the 
following  orders  iffued  by  his  command.  In  i 7 1 4 a mandate 
was  put  forth,  that  all  buildings  upon  the  Hland  of  St.  Pe- 
terfburgh, and  in  the  Admiralty  Quarter,  particularly  thofe 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  fliould  be  conftriuSled  after  the 
German  manner  with  timber  and  brick  ; that  each  of  the 
nobility  and  principal  merchants  ffiould  he  ol'liged^.to  have  an 
houfe  in  Peterfburgh  ; that  every  large  veffiel  navigating  to 
the  city  Ihould  bring  30  Rones,  every  fmall  one  10,  and 
every  peafant’s  waggon  three,  towards  the  conlfrudlion  of 
the  bridges  and  other  public  works  .:  that  the  tops  of  the 
houfes  ihould  be  no  longer  covered  uith  hirch-planko,  and 
bark,  fo  dangerous  in  cafe  of  (ire,  but  fhould  he  roofed  with 
tiles,  or  clods  of  earth.  In  1 7 i 6 a regular  plan  t for  the  new 
city  was  a]  )proved  and  puhliflied  by  Peter.  AccoixUng  to  v\  hich 
the  principal  ])art  of  the  new  metropolis  was  to  be  iituated 
in  the  Vaffili  ORrof ; and,  in  imitation  of  the  Dutch  towns, 

* ]■  "rn,il  f.  Pet.  for 

\ TliC  itaCi-i  will  find  ii  dcliiuation  of.tliis  plan  in  I'ctn’s  State  of  Kulli.a. 
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-canals  were  to  be  cut  through  the  principal  ftreets,  'and 
to  be  lined  with  avenues  of  trees.  This  plan,  however,  was « — ^ 
never  carried  into  execution.  Under  the  emprefs  Anne 
the  imperial  refidence  was  removed  to  the  Admiralty  Quarter. 

The  nobility  foon  followed  the  example  of  the  fovereign ; 
and  at  prefent,  if  we  except  fome  of  the  publick  edifices,  and 
the  row  of  houfes  fronting  the  Neva,  the  Valiili  Oftrof  is  the 
worft  part  of  the  city,  and  alone  contains  more  wooden 
buildings  than  all  the  other  quarters. 

Succeeding  fovereigns  have  continued  to  embellifii  Peterf- 
burgh,  but  none  more  than  the  prefent  emprefs  ; who  may, 
without  exaggeration,  be  called  its  fecond  foundrefs.  Not- 
withftanding,  however,  all  thefe  improvements,  it  bears 
every  mark  of  an  infant  city,  and  is  ftill,  as  Mr.  Wraxall  v 
juftly  obferves,  “ only  an  immenfe  outline,  which  will  re- 
quire  future  ernpreffes  and  almoft  future  ages  to  complete.” 

The  ffreets  in  general  are  broad  t and  fpacious  ; and  three 
of  the  principal  ones,  which  meet  in  a point  at  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  reach  to  the  extremities  of  the  fuburbs,  are  at  leaft 
two  miles  in  length,  Moft  of  them  are  paved  ; but  a few 
are  ftill  fuffered  to  remain  floored  with  planks.  In  feveral 
parts  of  the  metropolis,  particularly  in  the  Vaffili  Oftrof, 
wooden  houfes  and  habitations,  fcarcely  fuperior  to  common 
cottages,  are  blended  with  the  publick  buildings ; but  this 
motley  mixture  is  far  lefs  common  than  at  Mofcow,  where 
alone  can  be  formed  any  idea  of  an  antient  Ruffian  city. 

The  brick  houfes  are  ornamented  with  a white  Ifucco, 
which  has  led  feveral  travellers  to  fay  that  they  are  built 
with  Rone;  whereas,  unlefs  I am  greatly  miftaken,  there  are 

* Wraxall’s  Tour,  p 231. 

I They  are  moilly  as  broad  as  Oxford-Street ; thofe  with  canals  much  broader. 
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BOOK  Qj^iy  f^one  itrudiures  in  all  Peterfbnrgh,  the  one  is  a pa- 
— ^^lace,  building  by  the  emprefs  upon  the  banks  of  the  Neva, 
called  the  marble-palace  : it  is  of  hewn  granite,  with  mar- 
ble columns  and  ornaments  ; the  other  is  the  church  of  St. 
Ifaac,  conftrudled  with  the  farne  materials,  but  not  yet  fi- 
nhlied. 

The  manlions  of  the  nobility  are  many  of  them  vaft  piles 
of  building,  but  are  not  in  general  upon  fo  large  and  mag- 
nificent a fcale  as  feveral  I obferved  at  Mofcow  : they  are  fur- 
nifhed  with  great  coft,  and  in  the  fame  elegant  ftyle  as  at 
Paris  or  London.  They  are  fituated  chiefly  on  the  fouth- 
flde  of  the  Neva,  either  in  the  Admiralty  Quarter,  or  in  the 
fuburbs  of  Livonia  and  Mofcow,  which  are  the  finefl  parts 
of  the  city. 

The  views  upon  the  banks  of  the  Neva  exhibit  the  mofl 
grand  and  lively  fcenes  I ever  beheld.  That  river  is  in  moll: 
places  broader  than  the  Thames  at  London  : it  is  alfo  deep, 
rapid,  and  as  tranfparent  as  chryltal ; and  its  banks  are  lined 
on  each  flde  with  a continued  range  of  handfome  buildings. 
On  the  north  fide  the  fortrefs,  the  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
the  Academy  of  Arts  are  the  mofi:  ftriking  objecfts ; on  the 
oppofite  fide  are  the  Imperial  palace,  the  Admiralty,  the 
manfions  of  many  Ruffian  nobles,  and  the  Englilh  line,  lb 
called  becaufe  (a  few  houfes  excepted)  the  whole  row  is  oc- 
cupied by  the  Englifli  merchants.  In  the  front  of  thefe 
buildings,  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  the  Quay,  which  ftretches  for 
three  miles,  except  where  it  is  interrupted  by  the  Admiralty; 
and  the  Neva,  during  tlie  whole  of  that  fpace,  has  been  lately 
embanked,  at  the  expence  of  the  emprefs,  by  a wall  para- 
])et  and  pavement  of  hewn  granite,  a mofl;  elegant  and  dur- 
able monument  of  imperial  munificence. 
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Peterfburgh,  although  it  is  more  compact  than  the  other 
Ruffian  cities,  and  has  the  houfes  in  many  ftreets  contiguous  « — , — / 
to  each  other,  yet  hill  bears  a refemblance  to  the  towns  of 
this  country,  and  is  built  in  a very  hraggling  manner.  By 
an  order  lately  iffued  from  government,  the  city  has  been 
enclofed  within  a rampart,  the  circumference  whereof  is  2 1 
verfts,  or  i4Engliffi  miles. 

The  average  population  of  Peterfburgh  may  be  colledted 
from  the  following  lift  of  births  and  deaths  during  feveii 
years. 


= 4779 
= 4727 

= 5031 
=4458 
=3107 

=44<>3 


Births. 

Deaths. 

1771 

Males 

Females 

2459^ 

2322 

=4781 

Males 

Females 

3^37. 

1642 

1772 

=4739 

1773 

=3483 

1774 

Males 

Females 

2839_ 

2598" 

= 3437 

Males 

Females 

2899 

1559 

1775 

■4961 

1776 

Males 

28i6_ 

Males 

2604 

Females 

2581  ” 

= 3397 

Females 

1769 

Natives. 

Natives. 

Males 

2717 

1 

Males 

3117 

Females 

2618  ( 

^3854 

Females 

2043 

1777 

Foreigners, 

( 

Foreigners, 

Males 

26s 

Males 

265 

P'emales 

254) 

1 

Females 

235 

5660 


Total  of  birth  for  7 years  36,67  2 Total  of  deaths  32,163 


Annual  average  of  births,  omitting  fmall  fradions  5238 
of  deaths  4594 

By  miilriplyingthe  births  5238  by  25,  tlie  Aim  is  134,930  ; 
and  the  deaths  4594  by  26,  the  fum  is  1 19,444. 

O o o 2 By 


468 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA. 


BOOK 

IV. 


By  taking  the  medium,  therefore,  between  thefe  two 
fums,  we  have  1 26,697  for  the  number  of  inhabitants 
Peterfburgh,  from  its  low  and  marfliy  lituation,  is  fubje(Slr 
to  inundations,  which  have  occafionally  rifen  fo  high  as  to 
threaten  the  town  with  a total  fubmerlion.  Thefe  floods  are* 
chiefly  occafloned  by  a weft  or  fouth-weft  wind,  which, 
blowing  diredlly  from  the  gulf,  obftrudfs  the  current  of  the 
Neva,  and  caufes  a vaft  accumulation,  of  its  waters.  On  the 
1 6th  of  November  we  had  nearly  perfonal  experience  of 
this  dreadful  calamity  : being  invited  to  a mafquerade  at  the 
Cadet’s  in  the  Vaflili  Oftrof,  on  our  approach  to  the  bridge, 
we  perceived  that  a fturmy  weft  wind  had  already  fo  much 
fwelled  the  river  as  confiderably  to  elevate  the  pontoons  ; 
and  the  tenfion  of  the  bridge  was  fo  great  as  to  endanger  its 
being  broken  to  pieces.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  repairing  to 
the  mafquerade,  we  returned  home,  and  waited  for  fome 
hours  in  awful  expe6iation  of  an  immediate  deluge.  Pro- 
videntially, however,  a hidden  change  of  wind  preferved 
Peterfburgh  from  the  impending  cataftrophe,  and  the  inha- 
bitants from  an  almoft  univerfal  confternation,  which  their 
recent  fufferings  had  imprefled  upon  their  minds.  I allude 
to  the  flood  which  overwhelmed  the  town  in  the  month  of 
September,  1777?  and  whofe  effedis  are  thus  defcribed  : 
‘‘  t In  the  evening  of  the  9th,  a violent  ftorm  of  wind  blow- 
ino:  at  firft  S.  W.  and  afterwards  W.  raifed  the  Neva  and 
“ its  various  branches  to  fo  great  an  height,  that  at  five  in 


* Snfslick  cflimntes  the  population  of  there  are  more  births  than  deaths.  Upon 
Pcterfbnrj'h  at  133,196,  by  multiplying  the  the  whole,  the  population  of  Petcrtbiirgh 
biiths  with  28  ; and  1 32,990  by  multiplying  may  be  eftimated  in  round  numbers  at 
the  dc-T'hs  by  ?6  ; neither  of  which  num-  130,000  of  fouls.  See  Sufslick  Gottliche 
bers  differs  cflcntitlly  from  the  average  Orldnung.  Vol.  ITI.  p 650. 
nuiT.bi  r in  the  context  : he  adds,  that  Pe-  f Journ.  St.  Pet.  Sept.  1777. 
tcirDurgh  is  the  only  large  town  in  which 
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the  morning  the  waters  poured  over  their  banks,  and  Aid- 
denly  overflowed  the  town,  but  more  particularly  the . 
Vaflili  Oftrof  and  the  ifland  of  St.  Peterfburgh.  The 
“ torrent  rbfe  in  feveral  ftreets  to  the  depth  of  four  feet 
‘‘  and  an  half,  and  overturned,  by  its  rapidity,  various 
“ buildings  and  bridges.  About  feven,  the  wind  Ihifting 
to  N.  W.  the  flood  fell  as  fuddenly  ; and  at  mid-day  moll: 
of  the  ftreets,  which  in  the  morning  could  only,  be  paftTed 
“ in  boats,  became  dry.  For  a Ihort  time  the  river  rofe  10 
feet  7 inches  above  its  ordinary  level 

The  oppofite  divifions  of  Peterfburgh,  fituated  ort  each 
flde  of  the  Neva,  are  connected  by  a bridge  on  pontoons, 

which. 


* Mr.  Kraft,  profeflbr  of  experimontal 
philofophy  to  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Sciences,  has  written  a judicious  treatife 
upon  the  inundation  of  the  Neva,  from 
which  the  following  obfervations  are  ex- 
Iradted.  Thefe  floods  are  lefs  alarming  than 
formerly,  as  the  fwelling  of  the  river  to 
about  fix  feet  above  its  ufual  level,  which' 
ufed  to  overflow  the  whole  town,  have  no 
longer  any  effedl,  excepting  upon  the  lower 
parts  of  Peterfburgh  ; a circumflance  owing 
to  the  gradual  raifing  of  the  ground  by 
buildings  and  other  caufes. 

Upon  tracing  the  principal  inundations, 
the  profeffor  informs  us,  that  the  mofl;  an- 
tient,  of  which  there  is  any  tradition,  hap- 
pened in  1691,  and  is  mentioned  by  Weber, 
from  the  account  of  fome  fifliermen  inha- 
biting near  Niefchants,  ' a Swediflr  redoubt 
upon  the  Neva,  about  three  miles  from  the 
prefent  fortrefs  of  Peterfburgh.  At  that 
period  the  waters  ufually  rofe  every  five 
years  ; and  the  inhabitants  of  that  diftrifl 
no  iboner  perceived  the  particular  florms 
which  they  had  been  taught  from  fatal  ex- 
perience to  confider  as  forerunners  of  a 
flood,  than  they  took  their  hovels  to  pieces, 
and,  joining  the  timbers  together  in  the 
fornr  of  rafts,  faflened  them  to  the  fummits 


of  the  highefl:  trees,  and  repaired  to  the 
mountain  of  Duderof,  which  is  diftant  fix 
miles  from  their  place  of  abode,  where  they 
waited  until  the  waters  fubfidecl. 

The  highefl  inundations,  excepting  the 
lafl  of  1777,  were  thofe  of  the  ifl  of  No- 
vember, 1726,  when  the  waters  rofe  8 feet 
2 inches,  and  on  the  ad  of  Oiflober,  1752, 
when  they  rofe  8 feet  5 inches. 

From  a long  courfe  of  obfervations  the 
profeflbr  draws  the  following  conclufion. 
The  j highefl  floods,  namely,  thofe  which 
rife  about  fix  feet,  have  generally  happened 
in  one  of  the  four  lafl  mcmths  of  the  year; 
no  fenlible  efl'ebl  is  ever  produced  by  rain  or 
fnow  ; a fwell  is  fometimes  occafioncd  by 
the  accumulation  of  mall'es  of  ice  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Neva;  but  the  principal 
caufes  of  the  overflowing  of  that  river  are 
derived  from  violent  florms  and  winds 
blowing  S.W.  W.  or  N.  W.  which  ufually 
prevail  at  the  autumnal  equinox  ; and  the 
height  of  the  waters  is  ahvays  in  proportion 
to  the  violence  and  duration  of  thofe  winds. 
In  a word,  the  circuinflances  mofl  liable  to 
promote  the  overflowings  of  the  Neva,  are 
when,  at  the  autumnal  equinox,  three  or 
four  days  before  or  after  the  full  or  new 
moon,  that  luminary  being  near  her  pcri- 
ga'Um, 
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which,  on  account  of  the  large  maffes  of  ice  driven  down  the 
— . — ' Rream  from  the  Lake  Ladoga,  is  ufually  removed  ’i'*  when  they 
firft  make  their  appearance ; and  for  a few  days,  until  the 
river  is  frozen  hard  enough  to  bear  carriages,  there  is  no 
communication  between  the  oppolite  parts  of  the  town. 

The  depth  of  the  river  Teems  to  render  it  impoffible  to 
build  a ftone  bridge  ; and  even  if  one  could  be  confl:ru(5led, 
it  muft  neceflarily  be  deftroyed  by  the  vaft  fhoals  of  ice, 
which  in  the  beginning  of  winter  are  hurried  down  the  ra- 
pid ftream  of  the  Neva.  In  order  to  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience, a Ruffian  peafant  has  projedfed  the  fublime  plan  of 
throwing  a wooden  bridge  of  a fingle  arch  acrofs  the  river, 
\Vhich  in  its  narrowed:  part  is  980  feet  in  breadth. 

The  artift  has  executed  a model  98  feet  in  length,  which 
Lexarained  with  great  attention,  asihe  kindly  explained  its 
proportion  and  mechanifm.  , ‘ 

The  bridge  is  upon  the  fame  principle  with  that  of  Schaff- 
haufen,  excepting  that  the  mechanifm  is  more  complicated, 
and  that  the  road  is  not  fo  level.  I Ihall  attempt  to  defcribe 
it  by  fuppoling  it  fini ihed,  as  that  'will  convey  the  bed  idea 
of  the  plan.  The  bridge  is  roofed  at  the  top,  and  covered 
at  the  ddes  : it  is  formtd  by  four  frames  of  timber,  two  on 
each  dde,  compofed  of  various  beams  or  trudes,  which  fup- 


g*um,  a violent  N,  W.  wind  drives  the.vva- 
ters  of  the  Northern  Ocean,  dining  the  in- 
flux of  the  tide,  into  the  Baltick,  and  is  ac- 
copipanied,  or  inlbintaneouily  fucccedcd  by 
a S.  W.  wind  in  that  Tea  and  the  (itilf  of 
!•  inland.  All  thefe  circuniflances  concurred 
at.  the  inundation  of  1777:  it  li.ippencd 
fwp.  days  before  the  autumnal  ecpiinox,  fottr 
befoie  the  full  tnoon,twoafrcTpatlingihi  ouiih 
tlie  perigafum.  and  Ijy  -a  florin  at  S,  W.  which 
was  pie('’ded  bv  flioiig  VV.  winds  in  the 
Nm  tt.crn  Ocean,  and  Urong  N.  w inds  at  the 


mouth  of  the  Baltick. 

See  Notices  et  Remarqiies  fur  les  debor- 
tlcnicns  de  la  Neva  a St.  Petet  lbourg  ac- 
compagnees  d’une  carte  reprefentant  la 
cruc  et  la  diminution  des  eaux,  Ikc. — In 
Nov.  Ac.  Pei.  for  1777,  P.  11.  p.  47.  to 
which  excellent  treatiiC  1 w'oulcl  refer  the 
curious  reader  for  further  information. 

When  I was  at  Peicrlburgli,  the  bridge 
wbicli  had  been  taken  away  was  replaced, 
and  cotitinued  iluring  the  whole  winter. 
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port  the  whole  machine.  The  road  is  not,  as  is  nfual,  car-  chap. 
ried  over  the  top  of  the  arch,  but  is  fufpended  in  the  middle. ' — ^ 
The  following  proportions  I noted  down  with  the  greateft 
exailnefs  at  the  time  when  they  were  explained  to  me  by 
the  artift. 


Length  of  the  abutment  on  the  north  end  658  feet. 

Span  of  the  arch  980 

Length  of  the  abutment  on  the  fouth  end  658 

Length  of  the  whole  ftrufture,  including  the  abutments  2296 

The  plane  of  the  road  upon  its  firll  afcent  makes  an  angle  of  five  degrees 
with  the  ordinary  furface  of  the  river 

Mean  level  of  the  river  to  the  top  of  the  bridge  in  the  center  16S 

Ditto  to  the  bottom  of  the  bridge  in  the  center  126 

Height  of  the  bridge  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  in  the  centre  4.2 

Height  from  the  bottom  of  the  bridge  in  the  center  to  the  road  7 

Height  from  the  bottom  of  ditto  to  the  water  84 

Height  from  the  water  to  the  fpring  of  the  arch  56 


So  that  there  is  a difference  of  35  feet  between  the  road  at 
the  fpring  of  the  arch,  and  the  road  at  the  center ; in  other 
words,  an  afcent  of  35  feet  in  half  980,  or  in  the  fpace  of 
490  feet,  which  is  little  more  than  eight-tenths  of  an  inch 
to  a foot  The  bridge  is  broadeft  towards  the  fides,  and  di- 
minifhes  towards  the  centre. 

In  the  broadeft  part  it  is  t68  feet. 

In  the  center  or  narroweft  42 

The  breadth  of  the  road  is  28 

The  artift  informed  me,  that  to  complete  the  bridge  would 
require  49,650  iron  nails,  t 2,908  large  trees,  5,500  beamis 
to  ftrengthen  them,  and  that  it  would  coft  300,000  roubles, 
or  jf6o,ooo.  He  fpeaks  of  this  bold  projecft  with  the  ufual 
warmth  of  genius ; and  is  perfectly  convinced  that  it  would 
be  practicable.  I muft  own  that  I am  of  the  fame  opinion, 

* The  afcent  of  the  road  of  the  bridge  at  Schaffhaufen  is  barely  four-tenths  of  an  inch 
in  a foot. 
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BOOK  though  I hazard  it  with  great  diffidence.  What  a noble 
w— vl->effe6t  would  be  produced  by  a bridge  ftriking  acrofs  the 
Neva,  with  an  arch  980  feet  wide,  and  towering  168  feet 
from  the  furface  of  the  water.  The  defcription  of  fuch  a 
bridge  feems  almoft  chimerical ; and  yet,  upon  infpedtion  of 
• the  model,  we  become  reconciled  to  the  idea.  But  whether 
the  execution  of  this  ft upendous  work  may  be  deemed  poffi- 
ble  or  not,  the  model  itfelf  is  worthy  of  attention,  and  refle6ls 
the  higheft  honour  on  the  inventive  faculties  of  that  unim- 
proved genius  : it  is  fo  compadtly  conftrudled,  and  of  fuch 
uniform  folidity,  that  it  has  fupported  3540  pood,  or 
127,440  pounds,  without  having  in  the  leaft  fwerVed  from 
its  direction,  which  I am  told  is  far  more,  in  proportion  to  its 
ftze,  than  the  bridge  if  completed  would  have  occaftoii 
to  fuftain  from  the  preflure  of  the  carriages  added  to  its  own 
weight. 

The  perfon  who  projected  this  plan  is  a common  R.uffian 
peafant ; and,  like  the  Swifs  carpenter  who  built  the  bridge 
of  Schaffhaufen"i%  poflelfed  of  but  little  knowledge  in  the  the- 
-cry  of  mechanicks  This  extraordinary  genius  was  appren- 
tice to  a ftiopkeeper  at  Nilhnei  Novogorod  : oppoftte  to  his 
dwelling  was  a wooden  clock,  which  excited  his  curiofity. 
By  repeated  examinations  he  comprehended  the  internal 
ftru^ture,  and,  without  any  affiftance,  formed  one  exadlly 
fimilar  in  its  proportion  and  materials.  His  fuccefs  in  this 
firft  eflay  urged  him  to  undertake  the  conftru6tion  of  metal 
clocks  and  watches.  The  emprefs,  hearing  of  thefe  won- 
derful exertions  of  his  native  genius,  took  him  under  her 
protection,  and  fcnt  him  to  England  ; from  whence,  on  ac- 

* For  the  acc Mint  of  the  bridge  of  Schaffhaiifen,  fee  the  Sketches  on  the  State  of 
SwilTcrlancl.  Letter  II. 
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count  of  the  difficulties  attending  his  ignorance  of  the  Ian* 
guage,  he  foon  returned  to  Ruffia.  I faw  a repeating  watch' — » — 
of  his  workmanffiip  at  the  Academy  of  Sciences : it  is  about 
the  bignefs  of  an  egg ; in  the  inlide  is  reprefented  the  tomb 
of  our  Saviour,  with  the  Rone  at  the  entrance,  and  the  cen- 
tinels  upon  duty ; fuddenly  the  Rone  is  removed,  the  centi- 
nels  fall  down,  the  angels  appear,  the  women  enter  the  fe- 
pulchre,  and  the  fame  chant  is  heard  which  is  performed  on 
EaRer-eve.  Thefe  are  trifling,  although  curious  perform- 
ances ; but  the  very  planning  of  the  bridge  was  a moR  fub- 
lime  conception.  This  perfon,  whofe  name  is  Kulibin, 
bears  the  appearance  of  a Ruffian  peafant ; he  has  a long 
beard,  and  wears  the  common  drefs  of  the  country.  He  re- 
ceives a penfion  from  the  emprefs,  and  is  encouraged  to  fol- 
low the  bent  of  his  mechanical  genius. 

One  of  the  nobleR  monuments,  as  my  ingenious  friend 
Mr.  Wraxall  obferves,  of  the  gratitude  and  veneration  paid 
to  Peter  1.  is  the  equeRrian  Ratue  of  that  monarch  in 
bronze  : it  is  of  a Coloflal  fize,  and  is  the  work  of  Monfieur 
Falconet,  the  celebrated  French  Ratuary,  caR  at  the  expence 
of  Catharine  II.  in  honour  of  her  great  predecelibr,  whom 
file  reveres  and  imitates.  It  reprefents  that  monarch  in  the 
attitude  of  mounting  a precipice,  the  fummit  of  which  he 
has  nearly  attained.  He  appears  crowned  with  laurel,  in  a 
loofe  Afiatick  veR,  and  fitting  on  a houfing  of  bear-fldn  : 
his  right  hand  is  Rretched  out  as  in  the  a6t  of  giving  bene- 
didion  to  his  people  ; and  his  left  holds  the  reins.  The  de- 
Rgn  is  raaRerly,  and  the  attitude  is  bold  and  fpirited.  If  there 
be  any  defect  in  the  figure,  it  confiRs  in  the  flat  pofltion  of 
the  right  hand ; and,  for  this  reafon,  the  view  of  the  left  flda 


VoL.  I. 


Wraxall’s  Tour,  p.  224.- 
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BOOK.  Ulc  moft  ftriking,  where  the  w^hole  appearance  is  graceful 
. — , — > and  animated.  The  horle  is  rearing  upon  its  hind  legs  ; and^ 
its  tail,  which  is  full  and  flowing,  flight! y touches  a bronze: 
ferpent,  artfully  contrived  to  aflift  in  fupporting  the  valt 
weight  of  the  ftatue  in  due  equilibrium..  The  artift  has,  in. 
this  noble  eflay  of  his  genius,  reprefented  Peter  as  the  legiflator. 
of  his  country,  without  any  allufion  to  conqueft^  and.  blood- 
flied  y wifely  preferring  his  civil  qualities  to  his  military  ex- 
ploits The  Gontraft  between  the  compofed  tranquillity  of; 
Peter  (though  perhaps  not  abfolutely  chara6teriftick)  and  the: 
fire  of  the  horfe,  eager  to  prefs  forwards,  is  very  ftriking,. 
The  fimplicity  of  the  inlcription  correfponds  to  the  fublimity 
of  the  deflgn,.  and  is  far  preferable  to  a pompous  detail  of 
exalted  virtues,,  which  the  voice  of  flattery  applies  to  every, 
fovereign  without  diftin<flion..  It  is  elegantly  flnflied  in  brafa 
chara<flers,ononelidGin  Latin,and  on  the  oppofite  inRuflian. 

PETRO  PRIMOh  PETROMU  PERVOYU 

CATHARINA  SECUNDA  EKATHERENA  VTORAIYA 


;82.  17&2. 

The  ftatue,  when  If  was  at  Peterfburgh,  was  not 
cre(5led,  but  flood  under  a large  wooden  flied  near  the  Neva^ 


* Monfier  Falconet  Has  ably  refuted 
the  cenfures  urged  againft  his  ftatue  on  this 
account.  See  his  Letter  to  Diderot,  in 
“ Pieces  written  by  Monf.  Falconet,”  tranl- 
lated  by  Mr.  Tooke,  p.  47.  The  reader 
wilf  alfo  find  in  tliat  work  an  engraving  of 
the  ftatue..  “ I have  endeavoured,”  faid 
Monfieur  Falconet  to  Mr.  Wraxall,  “ to 
“ catchy  as  faras  poftihle,  the  genuine  feel- 
“ ings  of  the  Mufeovite  legiftator,  and'to 
“ give  him  fuch  an  cxj)ieflion  ns  liiiufelf 
“ would  have  owned  I have  not  decked 
“ his  ])crfon  with  emblems  of  Roman  con- 
“ fulage,  or  placed  a marechal’s  baton  in 
“ his  hand  : an  antient  drefa  would  have 
“ been  unnatural,  and  the  RulTian  he  wiflicd 
“ to  abollfli.  Tlie  Ikiti  on  which  he  is 
“ feated,  is  cmblcmati.-al  of  the  nation  he 
refined.  Polfibly,”  faid  M. Falconet,  “ the 


“ czar  would  have  aiked  me  why  I did  not 
“ put  a fabre  into  his  hand  ; .but,  perhaps^ 
“ he  made  too  great  a ufe  of  It  when  alive, 
“ and  a fculptor  ought  only  to  exhibit  thoffr 
“ parts  of  a character  which  reiie£t  honout 
“ on  it,  and  rather  to  draw  a veil  acrofs  the 
“ errors  and  vices  which  tarnifli  it.  A la- 
“ houred  panegyrick  would  liave  been. 
“ equally  injudicious  and  unneceflary,  fince 
“ hifiory  h.is  already  performed  that  office 
“ with  impartial  juftice,  and  held  up  his 
“ name  to  univcrfal  regard  ; and  I muft  do 
“ her  prefent  majefty  the  juftice  to  f.ty,  flie 
“ had  taftc  and  difccnimcnt  enough  per- 
“ fetStly  to  fee  this,  and  to  prefer  the  pre- 
“ fent  ftiort  infeription  to  any  other  which 
“ could  be  compofed.”  Wraxall’s  Tour, 
p.  225—227. 

I Catharine  IJ.  to  Peter  I. 
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within  a few  yards  of  its  enormous  pecleftal.  When  Fal- 
conet had  conceived  the  defign  of  his  ftatue,  the  bafe  of 
which  was  to  be  formed  by  an  huge  rock  % he  carefully 
examined  the  environs  of  Peterlburgh,  if,  among  the  de- 
tached pieces  of  granite  t,  which  are  fcattered  about  thefe 
parts,  one  could  be  found  of  magnitude  correfpondent  to 
the  dimenfions  of  the  equeftrian  figure.  After  confidcrable 
refearch,  he  difcovered  a ftupendous  mafs  half  buried  in  the 
midft  of  a morafs.  The  expence  and  difficulty  of  tranf- 
porting  it  were  no  obftacles  to  Catharine  II.  By  her  order 
the  morafs  was  immediately  drained,  a road  was  cut  through 
a foreft,  and  carried  over  the  marlhy  ground  ; and  the  ftone, 
which  after  it  had  been  fomewhat  reduced  weighed  at  leaif 
1500  tons,  was  removed  to  Peterfburgh. 

This  more  than  Roman  work  was,  in  lefs  than  fix  months 
from  the  time  of  its  firft  difcovery,  accomplifhed  by  a wind- 
lafs,  and  by  means  of  large  fri<5lion-balls  alternately  placed 
and  removed  in  grooves  fixed  on  each  fide  of  the  road.  In 
this  manner  it  was  drawn,  with  forty  men  feated  upon  its 
top,  about  four  miles  to  the  banks  of  the  Neva  : there  it 
was  embarked  in  a vefiel  conftrudled  on  purpofe  to  receive 
it,  and  thus  conveyed  about  the  fame  diftance  by  water  to 

* “ Pour  marquer  k pofteritc,  d’ou  cet  “ Ce  qui  furtout  frappa  d’etonnemenr, 
“ hcros  legiflatcur  etoit  parti,  et  quels  “ c’etoit  I’interieur  de  la  pierre.  Un  coup 
obftacles  il  aivoit  furmonte — Defcription  “ de  foudrc  I’avoit  endommage  d’uii  cote.. 
“ d’une  PieiTc — pour  fervir  de  Piedeftal,  “ On  abbattit  ce  morceau  & I’on  vit,  au  lieu 
“ &c.in Haygold’s.”  Rufsiand, V.II.p.21 1.  “ de  parties  hermogcnes,  un  aflemblage  de 

f The  pedeftal  is  a reddilh  granite,  in  toutes  fortes  dc  pierres  fines  ts"  pr'ecieufes. 
which  the  micas  are  very  large  and  refplen-  “ C'etoient  desCrifiaux,  des  Jgathes,  des  Gre- 
dent.  This  circumftance  induced  a perfon,  nats,  des  Topazes^  des  Cornalines,  des  Arne- 
who  has  publiflied  an  account  of  it,  and  “ fhyftes,  qui  oftVoient  aux  yeux  des  cairieux 
was  willing  to  make  a prodigy  where  there  “ un  fpedaclc,  aufli  nouveau  que  magnift- 
is  none,  to  give  the  following  ridiculous  “ que,  Sc  aux  phyliciens  un  objet  de  re- 
jtad  exaggerated  defcription  upon  breaking  “ cherchea  des  plus  interelfans.”  Ibid, 
part  of  it  afuader.  p.  212. 
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BOOK  fpQj.  where  it  now  ftaiids.  When  landed  at  PeterlhurgH 
V — , — I it  was  42  feet  long  at  the  bafe,  36  at  the  top,  2 i thick,  and- 
17  high;  a bulk  greatly  furpaffing  in  weight  the  moft 
boafted  monuments  of  Roman  grandeur,  which,  according, 
to  the  fond  admirers  of  antiquity,  would  have  baffled 
the  Ikill  of  modern  mechanicks,  and  were  alone  fufficient 
to  render  confpicuo us  the  reign  of  the  moft  degenerate  em^ 
perors. 

The  pedeftal,  however,  though  ftill  of  prodigious  mag- 
nitude, is  far  from  retaining  its  original  dimenfions,  as,  in 
order  to  form  a proper  ftation  for  the  ftatue,  and  to  repre- 
fent  an  afcent,  the  fummit  whereof  the  horfe  is  endeavour- 
ing to  attain,  its  bulk  has  been  necefTarily  diminifhed.  But 
1 could  not  obferve,  without  regret,  that  the  artift  has  been 
defirous  to  improve  upon  nature  ; and  in  order  to  produce 
a refemblance  of  an  abrupt  broken  precipice,  has  been  too 
lavifh  of  the  chiflel.  Near  it  was  a model  in  plaifter,  to  the 
fhape  of  which  the  workmen  were  fafhioning  the  pedeftal. 
It  appeared  to  me,  that  in  this  model  the  art  was  too  con- 
fpicuous ; and  that  the  effect  would  have  been  far  more, 
fublime,  if  the  ftone  had  been  left  as  much  as  pofflble  in  its 
rude  ftate,  a vaft  unwieldy  ftupendous  mafs.  And  indeed, 
unlefs  I am  greatly  miftaken,  the  pedeftal,  when  finifhed 
according  to  this  plan,  will  have  fcarcely  breadth  fufficient 
to  afford  a proper  bafe  for  a ftatue  of  fuch  Coloffal  fize 

* The  ftatue  was  ere<fted  on  the  pedeftal  inftances  of  her  clemency,  flie  pardons  all 
on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  1782.  The  cere-  criminals  under  fentence  of  death;  all  de- 
mon/ was  performed  with  great  folemnity,  ferters,  who  fhould  return  to  their  refpeftive 
and  was  accompanied  with  a folemn  inau-  corps  within  a limited  time ; and  releafes 
guration.  At  the  fame  time  the  emprefs  all  criminals  condemned  to  hard  labour, 
iffued  a proclamation,  in  which,  among  other  provided  they  had  not  been  guilty  of  murder. 

Having 
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Having  palTed  feveral  months  in  Raffia,  I fhall  here  throw 

together  fuch  fa6ts  and  obfervations  as  occurred  to  me  con-» 

cerning  the  Rate  of  the  weather,  and  the  effects  of  the  cold 
in  this  fevere  climate. 


During  our  journey  from  Mofcow  to  Peterfburgh  in  the 
month  of  September,  we  found  the  weather  very  changeable, 
the  autmnal  rains  being  extremely  frequent  and  heavy 
The  mornings  and  evenings  were  extrernely  cold,  and,  when- 
ever it  did  not  rain,  we  generally  obferved  that  the  grafs 
and  trees  were  covered  with  a white  froft.  Upon  our  arrival 
at  Peterfburgh  on  the  29th  of  September  N.  S.  the  winter 
was  not  yet  fet  in:  in  October  the  weather,  for  the  firft 
twenty  days,  was  the  moft  part  rainy  ; and  the  mercury,  in 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer,  was  feldom  below  freezing  point, 
and  moftly  flu6luated  between  3 2 and  44.  The  firft  fnow 
made  its  appearance  in  fleet  on  the  9th,  and  the  following 
day  itxame  down  in  flakes  and  in  large  quantities  : on  the 
a4th  the  mercury  fuddenly  funk  to  25  ; but  in  the  enfuing 
morning,  it  rofe  above  freezing  point,  there  came  a hidden 


* In  30  days  it  rained  24 ; and  the  quan- 
tity of  water  which  fell  at  St.  Peterfburgh 


in  the  month  of  September  O,  S.  was  equal 

January 

o>979' 

to  24  Englilh  inches  in  depth. 

February 

0.979 

From  accurate  obfervations  during  four- 

March 

0,801 

1,246 

teen  years  to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  rain 

April 

and  fnow  which  fell  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  the 

May 

*.335 

refult  was,  that  the  average  annual  duration 

June 

3,116 

of  fnowy  and  rainy  weather  was  equal  to 

July 

2,760  ^ 

42  times  24  hours,  or  fomething  lefs  than 

Auguft 

2.671 

the  ninth  part  of  the  year.  From  a courfe 

September 

3.473 

of  ten  years  obfervations  it  appeared,  that 

October 

2.493 

reign  fell  during  fome  part  of  103  days,  and 

November 

*.S*3 

fnow  during  fome  part  of  72,  and  that  if 

December 

0,979 

the  year  was  divided  into  twelve  parts,  a 
fourth  was  fine  weather,  a third  rain,  and  a 
fifth  fnow. 

22,345. 

The  average  quantity  of  rain  which 

courfe  of  a year,  was  in  the  following  pro- 
portion ; 


•Inches, 


The  whole  quantity  of  rain  and  fnow 
water,  taken  together,  which  fell  in  the 


London  in  the  courfe  of  a year  is  equal  to 

19,241. 

thaw. 
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Bo^K  thaw,  and  all  the  fnow  difappeared  in  a few  hours.  The 
« — vA-'fummer  and  winter  are  not,  as  in  our  climate,  gradually 
divided  by  a fpring  and  autumn  of  any  length,  but  feem  al- 
xnoft  to  fucceed  each  other. 

•On  the  1 5th  of  November  the  Neva  was  entirely  frozen, 
■and  foon  afterwards  the  Gulf  of  Finland  was  covered  with 
ice,  and  fledges  began  to  pafs  from  Peterfburgh  to  Cronftadt, 
the  road  being  marked  over  the  furface  by  rows  of  trees, 

I found,  that  even  during  the  months  of  December  and 
January,  the  weather  was  extremely  changeable,  as  it  fliifted 
in  a very  fudden  manner  from  a fevere  froft  to  a thaw ; and 
the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  often  rofe  within  the  courfe 


* The  freezing  of  the  Neva  is  not  at- 
tended  with  any  peculiarities  which  diftin- 
guiih  k from  other  rivers.  The  following 
circurriftances,  which  fell  imder  my  obfer- 
vation,  are  extraSed  from  my  journal. 

Monday  morning,  Nov.  9.  On  Saturday 
the  7th,  fmall  pieces,  which  came  from  the 
lake  Ladoga,  were  firll  obferved  .floating 
with  the  ftream  : the  fame  day  in  the  even- 
ing the  bridge  df  boats  was  removed,  as  In 
thefe  cafes  they  colled  and  would  carry  it 
away.  Yefterday  the  pieces  of  ice  were 
mort;  frequent  and  mafly  : to-day  they  are 
fmall  floating  iilands,  which  almoft  cover 
the  river  ; the  fides  of  the  Neva  are  frozen 
only  a few  feet  from  the  banks  : all  the  ca- 
nals are  covered  with  ice,  and  people  are 
fcating  upon  them. 

Nov.  12  and  13.  The  Neva  is  frozen 
above  the  place  where  the  bridge  was  flati- 


oned  by  the  pieces  of  ice  which  have  col- 
Icded  and  barred  the  paflage ; below  it  the 
flream  is  perfedly  free  from  any  floating 
mafles,  and  the  river  is  open  for  boats, 
which  are  continually  pafling  to  and  fro. 

Nov.  .13.  The  bridge  of  boats  Is  again 
replaced,  as  there  is  no  longer  any  danger 
of  its  being  carried  away  by  the  floating 
malTes  of  ice ; and  will  continue  during  the 
whole  winter,  a circumftance  which  has  not 
happened  fmee  the  foundation  of  Peterf- 
burgh. 

Nov.  1 5.  The  river  about  and  below  the 
bridge  is  entirely  frozen,  and  I faw  perfons 
walking  acrofs  it.  I am  informed  that  yef- 
terday the  ice  was  flrong  enough  to  bear 
foot  paflengers  ; this  will  convey  fome  idea 
of  the  feverity  of  the  weather  in  this  cli- 
mate ; as  the  rapid  current  was  open  on  th® 
13th,  and  on  the  next  day  was  frozen. 


Table  of  the  freezing  and  thawing  of  the  Neva  for  five  fucceflive years,  from  Profeflbr 
Xraft’s  Obfervations  : 


V-  c , ^773* 

J774- 

*77S*  ! 

1776, 

1777- 

. New  Stvle  i 6 

Ap'  d,  Old  Style  -aT 

April  a < 

M»y  ■» 

^ a 

May  -j- 

^ 5 

May  X 

May  x I' 

^’ov. 

7 

1 ^ 

TT 

1 % 

TTT 

_ * c 

Dec.  y 

()])en  217  days. 
See  Nov.  Ac.  Pet.  for  1777. 

200  j 

P.  11.  p.  73. 

204 

201  j 

210 

of 
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®f  twenty  hours  from  20  to  34 ; and  funk  again  as  rapidly 
in  the  fame  fpace  of  time.  Although  1 examined  the  ther- 
mometer  every  day,  yet  I did  not  attempt  to  form  a feries  of 
regular  obfervations,  which  I now  very  much  regret.  1 oc- 
cahonally,  indeed,  made  a few  remarks,  which  I fliall  infert 
in  a note,  as  I find  them  fcattered  in  my  journal ; they  will 
tend  to  confirm- the  truth  of  what  I have  advanced  in  relation 
to  the  change  of  weather  obfervable  at  Peterfburgh,  and  will 
fierve  to  contradidf  thofe  authors  who.  have  afferted  that  as 
fbon  as  the  hard  frolb  commences,  the  cold  continues  with 
uniform  feverity,  and  with  little  variation, -during  the  whole 
feafon  K 

When  the  froff  was  not  very  fevere,  namely,  when  the- 
mercury  in  Farenheit’s  thermometer  was  not  below  10,,  I 
frequently  walked  out  in  a common  great- coat.  When  the 
eold  was  more  intenfe,, I imitated  the  dfefs  of  the  native  gen- 
try, and  wore,  in  my  daily  excurfions  through  the  city,  a'. 
pelijfe^^  or  large  fur  cloak,^  fur.  boots  or  fhoes,  a black  velvet 

or 

* Nov.  16.  To-day  a thaw  ; ’tHe  ther--  Jan.  i.  1779.  Weather  very  chans^eable, . 
mometer  mounted  to  40 : in  the  evening-  the  thermometer  one  morning  at  — ^ the 
(harp  froft  again  ; the  mercury  falling  to  io.  next  above  fteezing  point:  this  winter  it 
Nov.  23.,  TJie  thermometer,  at  4,  5,  has  not  as  yet  been  lower  than  — 13. 
and  6.  Jan.  6.  Thermometer  at  14. 

Dec.  3..  It  has  been  thefe  few  days  9.. Thermometer  at  — 7i-j  the  barometer 

moflly  a thaw  and  changeable  weather.  mounted  fuddeuiy  very  high  .fince  lali  night. 

Dec.  6.  The  thermometer  fell  almoHv  10,  Early  this  morning  the  thermome- 
fuddenly  from  33  to  10.  ter  at  — 23,  and^at  eleven- at — 20I.  Ba-- 

Dec.  II.  Thermometer  at — 10-.  rometer  at  30-r‘j3.  The'  fmoke  of  the. 

Dec.  14..  A' fudden  thaw  which -conti-  chimnies  was  prelTed  down  to  the  ground, 
mied  the  13th  and  1 6th.  ii.  Thermometer  at  — 28, according  to  > 

Dec.. 1 7.  Thermometer  at  — 75,  my  own  obfervation,  at  ten  in  the  morning: . 

t8.  Thermometer  at  — 5, . and‘  a fog  but 'earlier  the  mercury  had  funk'  to  — 31  ]. 
at  the  fame  time.  or  63 i below  fteezing  point. 

19,  Windy,  thaw, . thermometer  above  15.  Thermometer,  fmee.  the  i ith,  rofo  ■ 
freezing  point.  gradually-;  on  tlieiath  in  the  mor:iing  it 

21.  Changeable  weather  all  this  week,  flood  at  — 13  ; from  thence  it  fell  to-o,  to. 
fcom  fliarp  froft  to  fudden  thaw.  153  and  to-day- it  is  above  freezing  point. 
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Bc^oK  or  fur  bonnet,  that  prevented  the  froft  from  nipping  my 
‘ ^ ' ears, 


Meteorological  Journal  during  four  months,  O.  S.  from  the  Obfervations  in  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  St.  Peterlburgh,  1778. 


OA.  I 

cloudy,  fnow  in  great  quantity 

16 

• clear 

3 

cloudy,  fnow 

17 

3 

cloudy,  fnow 

18 

1 fnow 

4 

partly  clear,  partly  fnow 

19 

1 cloudy 

5 

cloudy,  fnow,  windy  W, 

2C 

• cloudy,  fnow 

6 

fnow 

21 

foggy,  rain 

7 

8 

cloudy,  fnow  and  rain 

22 

cloudy,  rain 

9 

fnow,  windy  S,  W, 

•23 

24 

10 

ftormy  S.  W. 

25 

clear  . 

1 1 

rain 

26 

clear 

12 

cloudy,  fnow,  windy  S. 

27 

clear 

^3 

windy  N.  W. 

28 

cloudy 

14 

cloudy,  violent  rain,  llormy  S. 

29 

cloudy,  fnow 

15 

cloudy,  Ihow,  windy  S.  W. 

30 

31 

cloudy,  fnow 

Nov.  j 

windy  S.  E.  fnow 

Nov.  16 

clearifli 

2 

windy  S.  E.  cloudy 

17 

windy  S.  E.  cloudy 

3 

windy  S.  E.  cloudy,  fnow 

18 

cloudy,  rain 

4 

windy  S.  cloudy,  fnow  in  great  quant. 

19 

windy  S.  E.  cloudy,  fnow 

5 

cloudy,  fnow  in  great  quantity 

20 

cloudy,  fnow 

6 

cloudy,  fnow  in  great  quantity 

21 

cloudy,  fnow 

7 

cloudy,  fnow 

22 

cloudy,  foggy,  fnow 

8 

cloudy,  fnow 

23 

cloudy 

9 

windy  N.  W. 

24 

cloudy,  foggy 

10 

windy  N.  W.  fnow 

25 

clearifli 

11 

cloudy,  fnow 

26 

windy  S.'E.  clearifli 

12 

windy  S.  E.  clearifli,  fnow 

27 

ftormy  S.  cloudy 

J3 

cloudy,  ftormy  S.  W.  rain,  fnow 

28 

cloudy,  fnow  * 

14 

cloudy 

29 

windy  29  N.  clearifli 

>5 

clearifli 

30 

windy  30  N.  W.  clearifli 

Dec.  I 

cloudy,  fnow,  ftormy  S.  W, 

Dec.  i6|clear,  ftormy  W. 

2 

cloudy,  fnow 

^7i 

rain,  fnow 

3 

cloudy,  rain,  fnow 

rain,  fnow,  windy  S. 

4 

cloudy 

^9 

fnow,  windy  S. 

5 

cloudy,  much  fnow,  windy  N.  E. 

20 

much  fnow,  windy  S.  E. 

6 

windy  N.  W. 

21 

cloudy 

7 

clear 

22 

windy  N.  E. 

8 

cloudy,  rain,  fnow,  ftormy  S.  W. 

23 

fnow,  windy  W, 

wind  fliifted  to  E. 

24 

cloudy,  fnow 

9 

cloudy,  ftormy  W. 

25 

cloudy,  fnow 

10 

cloudy,  foggy,  ftormy  W, 

26  fnow,  ftormy  S.  E. 

1 1 

windy  W. 

27 

clear 

12 

fnow,  windy  N.  W, 

28 

*3 

windy  N W. 

29 

cloudy,  fnow,  windy  N.  W. 

14 

windy  N.  W, 

30 

clear,  fnow,  windy  W. 

3‘ 

much  fnow,  windy  W. 

6 Jan. 
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ears,  the  part  which  I found  the  moft  liable  to  be  afFe6led.  ^ 
During  three  days,  namely,  on  the  9th,  loth,  and  iith  of. — ^ 
January,  the  froft  was  nearly  as  intenfe*  as  it  had  ever 
been  felt  at  Peterfburgh  ; the  mercury  in  the  thermometer 
falling  at  one  time  to  63  below  freezing  point,  or  ^ — 31. 

This  cold,  however,  did  not  detain  me  at  home,  but  I walked 
out,  as  ufual,  with  no  other  precaution  than  my  pelijfe^ 
boots,  and  cap,  and  found  it  by  no  means  unpleafant,  as  the 
fun  flione  with  great  brightnefs.  As  I traverfed  the  city 
on  the  morning  of  the  1 2 th,  I obferved  feveral  perfons  whofe 
faces  had  been  bitten  by  the  froft  : their  cheeks  had  large 
fears,  and  appeared  as  if  they  had  been  finged  with  an  hot 
iron.  As  I was  walking  with  an  Englifti  gentleman,  who, 
inftead  of  a fur  cap,  had  put  on  a common  hat,  his  ears  were 
fuddenly  frozen  : he  felt  no  pain,  and  would  not  have 
perceived  it  for  fome  time,  if  a Ruffian,  in  paffing  by,  had 
not  informed  him  of  it  +,  and  affifted  him  in  rubbing  the 
part  affected  with  fnow,  by  which  means  it  was  inftantly 


Jan.  j 

fnow,  ftormy  S.  W. 

Jan.  i6jclondy,  IVormy  S.  W. 

2 

fnow 

17  cloudy,  fnow,  windy  S,  W, 

3 

foggy,  fnow 

1 8 cloudy,  foggy 

4 

fnow 

igcloudy,  fnow',  windy  W. 

S 

cloudy,  fnow',  windy  S.  W, 

20cloudy,  fnow,  ftormy  S.  W. 

6 

windy  N. 

21 

cloudy,  fnow,  windy  S.  W, 

7 

fnow,  windy  N. 

22 

fnow 

8 

clear 

23 

foggy 

9 

fogg>’,  clear 

24 

cloudy,  fnow 

to 

clear 

llormy  W. 

1 1 

clear,  foggy 

26 

cloudy,  windy  W. 

12 

foggy 

2,7 

fnow 

13 

cloudy,  windy  S. 

28 

U 

cloudy,  fnow 

29 

foggy,  windy  W, 

15 

cloudy,  windy  S.  W. 

30 

flormy  N.  W, 

3‘ 

clear 

The  winter  in  which  profeflbr  Bravia  low  freezing  point, 
congeled  quickfilver,  the  cold  was  lb  in-  f The  part  frozen  always  turns  q\nto 
tenfe,  that  De  Lifle’s  Thermometer  funk  to  white,  a fymptom  well  known,  and  imme- 
204  *:  in  Fahrenheit’s  to  — 33>  or  65  be-  diately  perceived  by  the  Ruflians, 

VoL.  I.  Q q ^ recovered. 
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BOOK  recovered.  This  or  fridliori  with  flannel  is  the  ufual  remedy ; 
— , — ' but  Ihould  the  perfon  in  that  flate  approach  the  fire,  or  dip 
the  part  in  warm  water,  it  immediately  mortifies  and  drops 
oft. 

The  common  people  continued  at  their  work  as  ufual,  and 
the  drivers  plied  in  the  ftreets  with  their  fledges  feemingly 
unafFeAed  by  the  frofl: ; their  beards  were  incrufted  with 
clotted  ice,  and  the  horfes  were  covered  with  ificles.^  The 
people  did  not  (even  during  this  extreme  cold)  add  to  their 
ordinary  cloathing,  which  is  at  all  times  well  calculated  for  - 
the  feverities  of  their  climate.  They  are  careful  in  preferv- 
ing  their  extremities  againfl  the  cold,  by  covering  their  legs, 
hands,  andhead  with  fur.  Their  upper  garment  of  IheepTkin, 
with  the  wool  turned  inwards,  is  tied  round  the  waifl;  with 
a fafli,  but  their  neck  is  quite  bare,  and  their  brealt  only 
covered  with  a coarfe  fhirt : thefe  parts,  however,  are  well 
guarded  by  their  beard,  which  is,  for  that  reafon,  of  great 
ufe  in  this  country.  I was  greatly  furprized  with  obferving, 
that  even  at  this  time  feveral  women,  whofe  drefs  differs  but 
little  from  that  of  the  men,  were  engaged  in  wafhing  upon 
the  Neva  or  on  the  canals.  They  cut  holes  in  the  ice  with 
an  hatchet,  dipped  their  linen  into  the  water  with  their  bare 
hands,  and  then  beat  it  with  flat  flicks.  During  this  ope- 
ration the  ice  continually  formed  again,  and  they  were  con- 
rtantly  employed  in  clearing  it  away.  Many  of  them  paffed 
two  hours  without  intermiflion  at  this  work,  when  the 
thermometer  was  at  6o  below  freezing  point;  a circum- 
flancc  which  proves  how  the  human  body  may  be  brought 
to  endure  all  extremes. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  coachmen  or  fervants,  while 
they  are  waiting  for  their  maflers,  are  frozen  to  death.  In 
order  to  ]:)revent  as  much  as  poflible  thefe  dreadful  accidents, 

6 great 
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great  fires  of  whole  trees,  piled  one  upon  another,  are  kindled 
in  the  court-yard  of  the  palace,  and  the  mofi;  frequented ' — , — 
parts  of  the  town.  As  the  flames  blazed  above  the  tops  of 
the  houfes,  and  cart  a glare  to  a confiderable  diftance,  1 was 
frequently  much  amufed  by  contemplating  the  picSturefque 
groups  of  Rullians,  with  their  Afiatick  drels  and  long  beards, 
aflembled  round  the  fire.  The  centinels  upon  duty,  having 
no  beards,  which  are  of  great  ufe  to  protecSl  the  glands  of 
the  throat,  generally  tie  handkerchiefs  under  their  chins 
and  cover  their  ears  with  fmall  cafes  of  flannel. 

Nothing  can  be  more  lively  and  diverfified  than  the  winter 
fcenes  upon  the  Neva  ; and  fcarcely  a day  palled  that  I did 
not  take  my  morning  walk,  or  drive  in  a fledge  upon  that 
river.  Many  carriages  and  fledges,  and  numberlefs  foot 
paflengers  perpetually  crofling  it,  afford  a conftant  fuccef- 
fion  of  moving  objedts ; and  the  ice  is  alfo  covered  with  dif- 
ferent groups  of  people,  difperfed  or  gathered  together,  and 
varioufly  employed  as  their  fancy  leads  them.  In  one  part 
there  are  feveral  long  areas  railed  off  for  the  purpofe  of 
fcating  ; a little  further  is  an  enclofure,  wherein  a nobleman 
is  training  his  horfes,  and  teaching  them  the  various  evolu- 
tions of  the  manage.  In  another  part  the  croud  are  fpeda- 
tors  of  what  is  called  a fledge  race.  The  courfe  is  an  oblong 
fpace  about  the  length  of  a mile,  and  fufficiently  broad  to 
turn  the  carriage.  It  can  hardly  be  denominated  a race,  for 
there  is  only  a Angle  fledge  drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  the 
whole  art  of  the  driver  confifts  in  making  the  fhaft-horfe 
trot  as  faft  as  he  can,  while  the  other  is  puflied  into  a 
gallop. 


* The  women  ufe  alfo  this  precaution. 
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The  ice-hills  are  exceedingly  common,  and  afford  a per- 
petual fund  of  amufement  to  the  populace ; they  are  con- 
ftrudled  in  the  following  manner.  A fcaffolding  is  raifed 
upon  the  river  about  thirty  feet  in  height,  with  a landing 
place  on  the  top,  the  afcent  to  which  is  by  a ladder.  From' 
this  fummit  a hoping  plain  of  boards,  about  four  yards 
broad  and  thirty  long,defcends  to  the  fuperficies  of  the  river: 
it  is  fupported  by  ftrong  poles  gradually  decreafing  in  height^ 
and  its  fides  are  defended  by  a parapet  of  planks.  Upon 
thefe  boards  are  laid  fquare  maffes  of  ice  about  four  inches 
thick,  which  being  firft  fmoothed  with  the  axe  and  laid  clofe 
to  each  other,  are  then  fprinkled  with  water  : by  thefe  means 
they  coalefce,  and,  adhering  to  the  boards,  immediately 
form  an  inclined  plain  of  pure  ice.  From  the  bottom  of 
this  plain  the  fnow  is  cleared  away  for  the  length  of  200 
yards  and  the  breadth  of  four,  upon  the  level  bed  of  the 
river ; and  the  fides  of  this  courfe,  as  well  as  the  fides  and 
top  of  the  fcaffolding,  are  ornamented  with  firs  and  pines. 
Each  perfon,  being  provided  with  a fledge  '-,  mounts  the  lad- 
der ; and,  having  obtained  the  fummit,  he  feats  himfelf 
upon  his  fledge  at  the  upper  extremity  of  the  inclined  plain, 
down  which  he  fuffers  it  to  glide  with  confiderable  rapidity, 
poifing  it  as  he  goes  down  ; when  the  velocity,  acquired  by 
the  defcent,  carries  it  above  100  yards  upon  the  level  ice  of 
the  river.  At  the  end  of  this  courfe,  there  is  ufually  a fimilar 
ice-hill,  nearly  parallel  to  the  former,  which  begins  where 
the  other  ends ; fo  that  the  perfon  immediately  mounts 
again,  and,  in  the  fame  manner,  glides  down  the  other  in- 
dined  plain  of  ice.  This  diverfion  he  repeats  as  often  as  he 
pleufes.  1 have  frequently  flood  for  above  an  hour  at  the 


* Sorr.ctliinjt'  lil<c  a butcher’s  tray,  as  Dr.  King  juftly  obfcrves  in  his 
j-hlc*  on  the  cficctE  ol  cold  in  RuiTia. 
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bottom  of  thefe  ice-hills,  obferving  the  fledges  following 
each  other  with  inconceivable  rapidity  ; but  I never  had  the ' — , — » 
courage  myfelf  to  try  the  experiment.  The  only  difficulty 
conffils  in  fleering  and  poifing  the  fledge  as  it  is'  hurried 
down  the  inclined  plain  ; for  if  the  perfon  who  fits  upon  it  is 
not  fteady,  but  totters  either  through  inadvertence  or  fear,  he 
is  liable  to  be  overturned,  and  runs  no  fmall  rilk  of  breaking 
his  bones,  if  not  his  neck.  And,  as  one  failure  might  have 
proved  fatal,  I contented  myfelf  with  feeing  others  engaged 
in  the  diverfion  without  partaking  of  it  myfelf.  The  boys 
alfo  are  continually  employed  in  fcating  down  thefe  hills  : 
they  glide  chiefly  upon  one  fcate,  as  they  are  able  to  poife 
themfelves  better  upon  one  leg  than  upon  two.  Thefe  ice- 
hills  exhibit  a pleafing  appearance  upon  the  river,  as  wtII 
from  the  trees  with  which  they  are  ornamented,  as  from  the 
moving  obje6fs  which,  at  particular  times  of  the  day,  are 
conftantly  defeending  without  intermiffion. 

The  market  upon  the  Neva  is  too  remarkable  to  be 
omitted.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  long  fall  which  clofes  oa 
the  24th  of  December,  O.  S.  the  Ruffians  lay-in  their  pro- 
vifions  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  winter.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  an  annual  market,  which  lafts  three  days,  is  held  upon 
the  river  near  the  fortrefs.  A long  ftreet,  above  a mile  in 
length,  was  lined  on  each  fide  with  an  immenfe  ftore  of  pro- 
vifions,  fufficient  for  the  fupply  of  the  capital  for  the  next 
three  months.  Many  thoufand  raw  carcafics  of  oxen,  fheep, 
hogs,  pigs,  together  with  geefe,  fowls,  and  every  fpecies  of 
frozen  food,  were  expofed  for  fale.  The  larger  quadrupeds 
were  grouped  in  various  circles  upright,  their  hind  legs  fixed 
in  the  fnow,  with  their  heads  and  fore  legs  turned  to- 
wards each  other.  Thefe  towered  above  the  reft,  and  occu- 
pied the  hindermoft  row  ; next  to  them  fucceeded  a regular 

ferics 
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BOOK  feries  of  animals,  defcending  gradually  to  the  fmalleft,  inter- 
% — — - mixed  with  poultry  and  game  hanging  in  felloons,  and  gar- 
niflied  with  heaps  of  fifh,  butter,  and  eggs. 

I foon  perceived  that  there  were  no  laws  for  the  prohibi- 
tion of  felling  game  in  this  country,  from  the  profufion  of 
that  article,  particularly  of  partridges,  pheafants,  moorfowl, 
and  cocks  of  the  wood.  I obferved  alfo  the  truth  of  what 
has  been  frequently  aflerted,  that  many  of  the  birds,  as  well 
as  feveral  animals,  in  thefe  northern  regions,  become  white  in 
winter,  many  hundred  black  cocks  being  changed  to  that 
colour ; and  fome,  which  had  been  taken  before  they  had 
completed  their  metamorphojis,  exhibited  a variegated  mix- 
ture of  black  and  white  plumage. 

The  moft  diftant  quarters  helped  to  fupply  this  vaft  ftore 
of  provifions  ; and  the  fineft  veal  had  been  fent  by  land- 
carriage  as  far  as  from  Archangel,  which  is  fituated  at  the 
diftance  of  830  miles  from  Peterlhurgh  ; yet  every  fpecies 
of  food  is  furprizingly  cheap:  beef  was  fold  at  i J.theRuffian 
pound potk  at  five  farthings,  and  mutton  at  \\d.\  a goofe 
for  I od.  and  a pig  for  8<i.  and  all  other  articles  as  cheap  in 
proportion.  In  order  to  render  this  frozen  food  fit  for 
drefiing,  it  is  firft  thawed  in  cold  water. 

* A RufTian  pound  contains  14  ounces  and 
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Frefentation  to  the  emprefs, — Court. — Balls. — Mafquerades, 
— Publick  entertainments. — Orders  of  knighthood. — Ac- 
count of  the  palace  called  the  Hermitage. — Dijiribution  of 
the  Empreffes  Ruffian  nobility. — 'Fbeir  hofpitality. 

— Politenefs. — Affemblies. — Englilh  merchants. — Club. 


|N  the  firft  of  October,  in  the  morning,  between  eleven  chap. 


and  twelve,  we  attended  our  minifter,  Sir  James  Harris, 
to  the  drawing  room,  impatient  to  behold  Catharine  11.  It 
was  luckily  the  name-day,  or,  as  we  term  it,  the  birth- 
day of  the  Great-duke,  in  honour  of  whom  a moft  brilliant 
court  was  aflembled.  At  the  entrance  into  the  drawing 
room  Rood  two  centinels  of  the  foot-guards : their  uniform 
was  a green  coat,  with  a red  cuff  and  cape,  and  white  w^aiR- 
coat  and  breeches  ; they  had  River  helmets  faRened  under 
the  chin  with  River  clafps,  and  ornamented  with  an  ample 
plume  of  red,  yellow,  black,  and  wffiite  feathers.  Within  the 
drawing  room,  at  the  doors  of  the  paRTage  leading  to  her 
majeRy’s  apartments,  were  two  foldiers  of  the  knights  body- 
guard ; a corps  perhaps  more  fumptuouRy  accoutred  than 
any  in  Europe.  They  wore  cafques,  like  thofe  of  the  antients, 
with  a rich  plumage  of  black  feathers,  and  their  wdiole  drels 
was  in  the  fame  Ryle  : chains  and  broad  plates  of  folid  River 
were  braided  over  their  uniforms,  fo  as  to  bear  the  appear- 
ance of  a rich  coat  of  mail ; and  their  boots  were  richly  or- 
namented with  the  fame  metal, . 
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In  the  drawing  room  we  found  a numerous  aflTembly  of 
foreign  minifters,  Ruffian  nobility,  and  officers  in  their  dif- 
ferent uniforms,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  emprefs,  who  was 
attending  divine  fervice  in  the  chapel  of  the  palace,  whither 
we  alfo  repaired.  Amid  a prodigious  concourfe  of  nobles, 
I obferved  beyond  the  foremoll  the  emprefs  Handing  by  her- 
felf  behind  a railing,  the  only  diftindlion  by  which  her  place 
was  marked.  Immediately  next  to  her  Hood  the  great-duke 
and  duchefs ; and  behind  an  indifcriminate  throng  of 
courtiers.  The  emprefs  bowed  repeatedly,  and  frequently 
croffed  herfelf,  according  to  the  forms  ufed  in  the  Greek 
church,  with  great  expreffions  of  devotion.  Before  the 
conclufion  of  the  fervice  we  returned  to  the  drawing  room, 
and  took  our  llation  near  the  door,  in  order  to  be  prefented 
at  her  majefty’s  entrance.  At  length,  a little  before  twelve, 
the  chief  officers  of  the  houffiold,  the  millrefs  of  the  robes, 
the  maids  of  honour,  and  other  ladies  of  the  bed  chamber, 
advancing  two  by  two  in  a long  train,  announced  the  ap- 
proach of  their  fovereign.  Her  majefty  came  forward  with 
a flow  and  folemn  pace,  walking  with  great  pomp,  holding 
her  head  very  high,  and  perpetually  bowing  to  the  right  and 
to  the  left  as  flie  pafled  along.  She  flopped  a little  way 
within  the  entrance  of  the  drawing  room,  and  fpoke  with 
great  aftability  to  the  foreign  miniflers  while  they  kifled  her 
hand.  She  then  advanced  a few  fleps,  and  we  were  fingly 
prefented  by  the  vice-chancellor  Count  Oflerman,  and  had 
the  honour  of  kiffing  her  majefly’s  hand.  The  emprefs 
wore,  according  to  her  ufual  cuflom,  a Ruffian  drefs,  namely, 
a robe  with  a ihort  train,  and  a veil  with  fleeves  reaching 
to  the  wrifl,  like  a Polonaife  ; the  veil  was  of  gold  brocade, 
and  the  robe  was  of  light  green  filk;  her  hair  was  dreffed 
low,  and  lightly  fprinkled  with  pow^der  : Ihe  wore  a cap  fet 
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thick  with  diamonds,  and  had  a great  deal  of  rouge.  Her 
perfon,  though  rather  below  the  middle  fize,  is  majeftick, 
and  her  countenance,  particularly  when  flie  Ipeaks,  exprelEes 
both  dignity  and  fweetnefs.  She  walked  ilowly  through 
the  drawing  room  to  her  apartment,  and  entered  alone.  The 
great-duke  and  duchefs  followed  the  emprefs  to  the  door, 
and  then  retired  to  their  own  drawing  room,  where  they 
had  a levee  ; but,  as  we  had  not  yet  been  prefented  to  them 
at  a private  audience,  we  could  not,  according  to  the  etiquette 
of  the  Ruffian  court),  follow  them.  The  great-duchefs 
leaned  upon  the  arm  of  his  imperial  highhefs  ; and  they 
both  inclined  their  heads  on  either  lide  to  the  company  as 
they  palTed  along  the  line  which  was  formed  for  them. 

In  the  afternoon,  about  fix  o’clock,  w^e  repaired  to  a ball 
at  court.  The  private  apartments  of  the  emprefs,  as  well 
as  thofe  in  which  fhe  holds  her  court,  are  on  the  third  ftory, 
-and  the  whole  fuite  is  remarkably  grand  and  fplendid.  We 
found  the  company  aflembled  in  the  anti-chamber,  who,  as 
foon  as  the  great-duke  and  duchefs  made  their  appearance, 
all  entered  a fpacious  ball-room. 

The  great-duke  opened  the  ball  by  walking  a minuet 
■with  his  confort ; at  the  end  of  which  his  imperial  highnefs 
handed  out  a lady,  and  the  great-duchefs  a gentleman,  with 
whom  they  each  performed  a fecond  minuet  at  the  fame 
time.  They  afterwards  fucceffiively  conferred  this  honour 
in  the  fame  manner  upon  many  of  the  principal  nobility, 
while  feveral  other  couples  were  dancing  minuets  in  different 
parts  of  the  circle ; the  minuets  were  fucceeded  by  Polifli 
dances ; and  thefe  were  followed  by  Englhh  country'dances. 
In  the  midlf  of  the  latter  the  emprefs  entered  the  room  : fhe 
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was  more  richly  apparelled  than  in  the  morning,  and  bore 
— V — ' upon  her  head  a fmall  crown  of  diannonds. 

Upon  her  majefty’s  appearance  the  ball  was  inftantly  fuf- 
pended  ; while  the  great-duke  and  duchefs,  and  the  moll 
confiderable  perfons  who  w^re  prefent,  haftened  to  pay  their 
refpecls  to  their  fovereign : Catharine,  having  addrefled  a 
few  wmrds  to  fome  of  the  principal  nobility,  afcended  a kind 
of  elevated  feat ; when,  the  dancing  being  again  refumect, 
file,  after  a lliort  time,  withdrew  into  an  inner  apartment. 
We,  in  company  wnth  feveral  courtiers,  threw  ourfelves  into 
her  majefty’s  fuite,  and  formed'  a circle  round'  a table,  at 
which  file  had  lat  down  to  cards.  Her  party  confifted  of 
the  Duchefs  of  Courland,  Cbuntefs  Bruce,  Sir  James  Harris', 
Prince  Potemkin,  Marftial  Rofomoufki,  Count  Panin,  Prince 
Repnin,  and  Count  Ivan  Tchernichef.  The  game  was 
Macao ; the  pieces  in  circulation  were  imperials  ; and  a 
player  might  win  or  lofe  two  or  three  hundred  pounds. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  the  great-duke  and  duchefs 
prefented  themfelves  before  the  emprefs,  and  ftood  by  the 
table  for  about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  time  her 
majefty  occafi'onally  entered  into  converfation  with  them. 
The  emprefs  feemed  to  pay  very  little  attention  to  the  cards, 
converfed'  familiarly  and  frequently  with  great  vivacity,  as 
well  with  the  party  at  play,  as  with  the  perfons  of  rank 
handing  near  her.  About  ten  her  majefty  retired,  and  foon 
after  the  ball  concluded. 

On  the  6th  we  had  the  honour  of  being  prefented  at 
private  audience  to  the  great-duke  and  duchefs ; both  of 
ivhom  converfed  with  us  in  the  moft  affable  and  condefeend- 
ing  manner  : according  to  the  etiquette  of  this  court,  we 
kiffed  her  imperial  highneffes  hand. 

* An  imperial  = "js. 


s 


There- 


PETERSBURG  H. 


40: 


There  is  a drawing  room  at  court  every  Sunday  morning, 
about  twelve  o’clock,  and  on  other  particular  feftivals,  at  » 
which  the  embalfadors  are^ufuaily  prefent,  and  which  all 
foreign  gentlemen,  who  have  been  once  prefented,  are  per- 
mitted to  attend  : the  ceremony  of  killing  the  emprefles 
hand  is  repeated  every  court  day  by  foreigners  in  the  pre- 
fence chamber,  and  by  the  Ruffians  in  another  apartment  : 
the  latter  bend  their  knee  on  this  occafion  ; an  expreffion 
of  homage  not  exadled  from  the  former.  No  ladies,  ex- 
cepting thofe  of  the  emprefles  houlliold,  make  their  ai^pear- 
ance  at  the  morning  levees. 

On  every  court  day  the  great-duke  and  duchefs  have 
alfo  their  feparate  levees  at  their  own  apartments  in  the  pa- 
lace. Upon  particular  occafions,  fuch  as  her  own  and  the 
emprelTes  birth  day,  8cc.  foreigners  have  the  honour  of 
killing  her  imperial  higlinelTes  hand  ; but  upon  common 
days  that  ceremony  is  omitted. 

In  the  evening  of  a court  day  there  is  always  a ball  at  the 
palace,  which  begins  between  lix  and  feven.  At  that  time 
the  foreign  ladies  kifs  the  emprelTes  hand,  who  falutes 
them  in  return  on  the  cheek.  Her  majelty,  unlefs  Ihe  is 
indifpofed,  generally  makes  her  appearance  about  le\en  ; 
and,  if  the  alTembly  is  not  very  numerous,  plays  at  Macao 
in  the  ball-room  ; and  the  great-duke  and  duchefs,  after 
they  have  danced,  fit  dowm  to  whift.  Their  highnelTcs, 
after  a ffiort  interval,  rife,  approach  the  emprelTes  table,  pay 
their  refpedls,  and  then  return  to  their  game.  When  the 
ball  happens  to  be  crouded,  the  emprefs  forms  her  party, 
as  1 have  before*  mentioned,  in  an  adjoining  room,  wdiich  is 
open  to  all  perfons  who  have  once  been  prefented. 

The  richnefs  and  fplendour  of  the  Ruffian  court  furpalTes 
all  the  ideas  wffiich  the  molf  elaborate  defcriptions  can  fug- 
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geft.  It  retains  many  traces  of  its  antient  Afiatick  pomp, 
y— ^ blended  with  European  refinement.  An  immenfe  retinue 
of  courtiers  always  preceded  and  followed  the  emprefs  ; the 
coftlinefs  and  glare  of  their  apparel,  and  a profufion  of  pre- 
cious hones,  created  a fplendour,  of  which  the  magnificence 
of  other  courts  can  give  us  only  a faint  idea.  The  court- 
drefs  of  the  men  is  in  the  French  fafhion  : that  of  the  ladies 
is  a gown  and  petticoat,  with  a fmall  hoop  ; the  gown  has 
long  hanging- flee ves  and  a fliort  train,  and  is  of  a different 
colour  from  the  petticoat.  The  ladies  wore,  according  to 
the  fafliion  of  the  winter  of  1777  at  Paris  and  London,  very 
lofty  head-dreffes,  and  were  not  fparing  in  the  ufe  of  rouge. 
Amid  the  feveral  articles  of  fumptuoufnefs  which  diftinguifh 
the  Ruffian  nobility,  there  is  none  perhaps  more  calculated 
to  ftrike  a foreigner  than  the  profufion  of  diamonds  and 
other  precious  flones,  which  fparkle  in  every  part  of  their 
drefs.  In  moft  other  European  countries  thefe  coflly  orna- 
ments are  (excepting  among  a few  of  the  richeft  and  principal 
nobles)  almoft  entirely  appropriated  to  the  ladies ; but  in 
this  the  men  vie  with  the  fair  fex  in  the  ufe  of  them.  Many 
of  the  nobility  were  almoft  covered  with  diamonds ; their 
buttons,  buckles,  hilts  of  fwords,  and  epaulets,  were  compofed 
of  this  valuable  material  ; their  hats  were  frequently  em- 
broidered, if  1 may  ufe  the  expreffion,  with  feveral  rows  of 
them  ; and  a diamond-ftar  upon  the  coat  was  fcarcely  a dif- 
tindlion.  This  paffion  for  jewels  feems  to  pervade  the 
lower  ranks  of  people,  for  even  private  families  abound  with 
them  ; and  the  wife  of  a common  Ruffian  burgher  will  ap- 
pear with  a head-drcfs  or  girdle  of  pearls,  and  other  precious 
ftoncs,  to  the  value  of  two  or  three  hundred  pounds. 

After  this  general  and  particular  defcription  of  the  court 
of  Ruffia,  it  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  every  particular 
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time  we  attended  the  drawing  room,  1 fhall  therefore  only 

dwell  upon  fome  days  when  the  folemnity  of  the  occafion l„.j 

added  fome  variety  to  the  general  famenefs  Vvhich  charac- 
terifes  a court. 

The  emprefs,  in  days  of  high  ceremony,  generally  wears 
a crown  of  diamonds  of  immenfe  value,  and  appears  with 
the  ribbands  of  the  order  of  St.  Andrew  and  Merit,  flung  both 
over  the  fame  fhoulder,  with  the  collars  of  thofe  orders, 
and  the  two  ftars  emblazoned  one  above  the  other  upon 
her  veil. 

On  certain  anniverfaries  the  emprefs  dines  in  publick  ; 
two  of  thefe  days  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  our  flay  at  Pe- 
terfburgh.  The  id  of  December  being  the  feaft  of  the  So- 
mohilof  regiment  of  guards,  her  majelly,  who  as  fovereign 
is  colonel  of  the  corps,  gave,  according  to  annual  cuflom,  a 
grand  entertainment  to  the  officers.  Being  dclirous  to  be 
prefent,  we  repaired  to  court  at  twelve.  Her  majelly  was 
dreffed  in  the  uniform  of  the  regiment,  which  is  green 
trimmed  with  gold  lace,  made  in  the  form  of  a lady’s  riding 
habit.  As  foon  as  all  the  officers  of  the  regiment  had  kiffed 
her  hand,  a falver  of  wine  was  brought  in  by  one  of  the 
lords  in  waiting,  and  the  emprefs  prefented  a glafs  to  each 
officer,  who  received  it  from  her  hands,  and,  after  a low 
obeifance,  drank  it  off.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony  ' 
her  majefty  led  the  way,  about  one  o’clock,  into  an  adjoining 
apartment,  in  which  a fumptuous  dinner  was  fpread  : Ihe 
took  her  place  in  the  middle  of  the  table  ; and  the  officers 
were  ranged  on  each  fide  according  to  their  refpedlive  ranks. 

The  emprefs  helped  the  foup  herfelf,  and  paid  the  greatefl 
attention  to  her  guefls  during  the  whole  repall,  which  lafled 
about  an  hour,  when  her  majelly  rofe  from  table  and  with*^ 
drew. 
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■ Oa  a fubfequent  occaflon  we  attended  another  entertain » 
^ meat,  given  by  the  emprefs  to  the  knights  of  the  order  of  St. 
Andrew.  Her  majeft y had  on  a robe  of  green  velvet,  lined  and 
faced  with  ermine,  and  a diamond  collar  of  the  order.  The 
drefs  of  the  knights  was  fplendid,  but  exceedingly  gaudy  and 
inelegant.  They  wore  a green  velvet  robe,  lined  with  filver 
brocade,  a coat  alfo  of  filver  brocade,  waitlcoat  and  breeches 
of  gold  duff,  red  lilk  dockings,  a hat  d la  Henry  IF,  orna- 
mented with  a plume  of  feathers,  and  interfperfed  with  dia- 
monds. As  the  order  of  St.  Andrew  is  the  mod  honour- 
able in  this  country,  it  is  confined  to  a few  perfons  of  the 
fird  rank  and  confequence  ; and  there  were  only  twelve  of 
them  at  Peterfburgh  who  fat  down  to  dinner  with  the  em- 
prefs ; thefe  were  Prince  Potemkin,  Prince  Orlof,  Mardial 
Galitzin,  Counts  Alexey  Orlof,  Panin,  Rofomoufki,  Ivan 
Tchernichef,  Voronzof,  Alexander  and  Leon  Nariikin,  Mu- 
nich, and  Mr.  de  Betfkoi.  The  emprefs  before  dinner,  as 
on  the  former  occafion,  prefented  each  knight  with  a glafs 
of  wine  : at  the  table  die  was  didinguidied  by  a chair  orna- 
mented with  the  arms  of  RuflTia,  and  prefided  with  her  ufual 
dignity  and  condefcenfion.  The  foreign  miniders  and  a 
fplendid  train  of  courtiers  dood  fpedtators  of  the  entertain- 
ment, and  many  of  them  were  occafionally  noticed  by  the 
emprefs. 

The  order  of  St.  Andrew,  or  the  Blue  Ribband,  the  fird 
ever  known  in  this  country,  was  indituted  by  Peter  I.  in  the 
year  1698,  foon  after  his  return  from  his  fird  expedition 
into  foreign  countries  •-’■h 

That  of  St.  Alexander  Nevdvi,  or  the  Red  Ribband,  was 
created  by  the  fame  fovereign,  but  never  conferred  until  th« 
reign  of  Ciatharinc  1.  in  1725  t. 

V.cbc-r’i  Vci.  Ruir,  Fait  ILI.  p.  i6i.  t Ibid.  p.  38. 
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The  order  of  St.  Aane  of  Hohfein  was  inlhtuted,  in  1735, 
by  Charles  Frederick  duke  of  Holftein,  in  memory  of  his ' — ^ 
wife  Anne  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  introduced  into 
Ruffia  by  her  fon  Peter  111.  It  is  in  the  difpofal  of  the 
great-duke  as  fovereign  of  Holftein.  The  knights  wear  a red 
ribband  bordered  vdth  yellow. 

The  military  order  of  St.  George,  called  alfo  the  order  of 
Merit,  and  which  has  the  precedence  over  that  of  St.  Anne, 
was  created  by  the  prefent  emprefs  in  1769.  It  is  appro- 
priated ta  perfons  ferving  by  land  or  by  fea,  and  is  never 
beftowed  in  time  of  peace.  The  knights  wear  a ribband 
with  black  and  orange  ftripes. 

This  order  is  divided  into  four  clafles  ; 

The  knights  of  the  firft  clafs,  called  the  Great  Grofs,  wear 
the  ribband  over  the  right  flioulder,  and  the  ftar  upon  the 
left  fide.  Each  receives  an  annual  falary  of  700  roubles 

= ^140- 

The  knights  of  the  fecond  clafs  wear  the  ftar  upon  their 
left  breaft,  the  ribband  with  the  crofs  pendent  round  their 
neck.  Each  receives  400  roubles  = per  ann. 

The  knights  of  the  third  clafs  wear  the  fmall  crofs  pen- 
dent round  their  neck.  Each  receives  200  roubles,  or  ^^40 
per  ann.  This  clafs  admits  50. 

The  knights  of  the  fourth  clafs  wear  the  fmall  crofs  faf- 
tened  by  a ribband  to  the  Imtton-hole  like  the  French  Croix 
de  St.  Louis.  Each  receives  100  roubles,  o\'  per  ann. 

The  fund  of  this  order,  aftigned  by  the  emprefs  for  the 
payment  of  their  falaries  and  other  expences,  is  40,000 
roubles  = jf8,ooo  per  ann.  Of  this  1680  is  deftined  for 
the  firft  clafs  ; and  2000  for  each  of  the  remaining  three. 

The  number  of  knights  is  unlimited.  In  1778  the  firft 
clafs,  which  is  confined  to  commanders  in  chief,  contained 

only 
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BOOK  namely,  Marflial  Romanzof,  for  his  vidories  over 

- — . — ^^the  Turks;  Count  Alexey  Orlof,  for  burning  the  Turkiili 
fleet  at  Tchefmer  ; Count  Panin,  for  the  taking  of  Bender  ; 
and  Prince  Dolgorucki,  for  his  conquefts  in  the  Crimea. 

The  fecond  clafs  comprifed  only  eight  knights  : the  third 
48  ; and  the  fourth  237. 

No  perfon  can  obtain  this  order  without  having  performed 
fome  gallant  exploit,  or  having  ferved  with  credit  in  the 
rank  of  officer  25  years  by  land,  or  18  by  fea'^h 

There  is  alfo  the  order  of  St.  Catharine,  appropriated  to 
the  ladies  ; it  was  inftituted  in  1 7 1 4 by  Peter,  in  honour  of 
his  wife  Catharine.  The  motto  of  Love  and  fidelity”  was 
intended  to  commemorate  the  difplay  of  thofe  virtues  in  her 
behaviour  on  the  banks  of  the  Pruth. 

This  order  is  extremely  honourable,  as,  befide  the  em- 
prefs,  the  great-dutchefs,  and  a few  foreign  princefles,  only 
five  Ruffian  ladies  were  decorated  with  it. 

The  order  of  St.  Andrew  is  the  firft  and  raoft  honourable 
of  thefe,  which,  befide  the  fovereign  princes  and  foreigners, 
comprifed,  in  1778,  26  Ruffians;  that  of  St.  Alexander 
Nevfki  109;  and  that  of  St.  Anne  208.  The  emprefs 
may  alfo  be  faid  to  have  the  difpofal  of  the  Polifh  orders  of 
the  White  Eagle  and  of  St.  Staniflaus. 

Since  our  departure  from  Ruffia  her  majefty  inftituted,  on 
the  4th  of  Odlober,  1782,  a new  order>  called  St.  Volodimir, 
in  favour  of  thofe  who  ferve  in  civil  employments  ; and  it 
is  nearly  on  the  fame  footing  as  that  of  St.  George  with 
rcfpcct  to  the  fidaries  annexed  to  the  different  ciaffes.  There 
are  to  be  ten  great  crofles,  twenty  of  the  fecond  clafs,  thirty 
of  tlic  third,  and  fixty  of  the  fourth,  befide  a fifth  for  thofe 
who  have  ferved  3 5 years,  which  gives  them  a right  to  wear  it. 

occ  Ukafe  neber  die  Stiflung  des  St.  Gcorg’s-Ordens,  in  Schmidts  Beytrage. 

Two 
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Two  or  three  times  in  the  winter  there  are  mafquerades 
at  court,  to  which  perfons  of  all  ranks  are  admitted.  At  one  ■ 
of  thefe  entertainments  which  w'e  attended,  about  eight 
thoufand  tickets  were  diftributed  ; and  from  the  great  con- 
courfe  I fliould  fuppofe  that  number  to  have  been  aflually 
prefent.  A magnificent  fuite  of  twenty  apartments  were 
opened  on  this  occafion,  all  handfomely  illuminated.  One 
of  thefe  apartments,  a large  oblong  room,  the  fame  in  which 
the  common  balls  at  court  are  held,  had  a fpace  in  the  mid- 
dle enclofed  with  a low  railing,  appropriated  to  the  nobility 
who  danced.  A moil  elegant  faloon  of  an  oval  form,  called 
the  great-hall  of  Apollo,  nearly  as  big  as  the  rotunda  atRane- 
lagh,  but  without  any  fupport  in  the  middle,  was  allotted  for 
the  dances  of  the  burghers,  and  other  perfons,  who  had  not 
been  prefented  at  court.  The  remaining  rooms,  in  which 
tea  and  other  refrefiiments  were  ferved,  were  filled  with 
card-tables,  and  crouded  with  perfons  continually  palling  and 
re- palling.  All  the  company  had  on  their  malks,  or  took 
them  off  at  their  pleafure.  The  nobles  in  general  wore 
dominos  ; the  natives  of  inferior  rank  appeared  in  their  own 
provincial  clothes,  embelliflied,  perhaps,  with  a few  occafi- 
onal  ornaments.  An  exhibition  of  the  feveral  drelTes  actu- 
ally ufed  by  the  different  inhabitants  of  the  Ruffian  empire, 
afforded  a greater  variety  of  motley  figures  than  the  wildefi: 
fancy  ever  invented  in  the  mafquerades  of  other  countries. 
Several  merchants  wives  were  decked  with  large  quantities 
of  valuable  pearls,  many  of  which  were  fplit  in  halves  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  more  fliow. 

About  feven  the  emprefs  made  her  appearance  at  the  head 
of  a fuperb  quadrille^  confifting  of  eight  ladies  led  by  as 
many  gentlemen.  Her  majefiy  and  the  other  ladies  of 
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B^oK  this  feletSl  band  were  mod:  fumptuoufly  apparelled  in  Greek 
— ^ habits  ; and  the  gentlemen  v/ere  accoutred  in  the  Roman 
military  garb,  their  helmets  richly  ftudded  with  diamonds  : 
among  the  ladies  I particularly  diftinguifhed  the  Duchefs  of 
Courland,  Princefs  Rep  in,  and  Countefs  Bruce.  Among 
the  gentlemen.  Prince  Potemkin,  Marflial  Rofomouflci,  and 
Count  Ivan  Tchernichef.  The  emprefs  led  the  way,  lean- 
ing upon  the  arm  of  Marfhal  Rofomoulki,  and^  palling  in 
great  date  through  the  feveral  apartments,  walked  two  or 
three  times  round  the  hall  of  Apollo,  and  then  fat  down  tO' 
cards  in  one  of  the  adjoining  rooms  ; the.  company  flocked 
thither  in  crouds  without  diftin6lion,  and  arranged  them- 
felves  as  they  could  find  admittance  round  the  table  at  a re- 
fpedlful  diftance.  The  emprefs  withdrew  as  ufual  before; 
eleven, 

A few  days  before  our  departure  from  Peterfburgh,  Baron 
Nolken,  minifter  from  the  court  of  Stockholm,  gave  a 
mafquerade  and  ball  on  the  birth  of  a fon  to  the  prefent 
king  of  Sweden,  which  the  emprefs,  great-duke  and  dutchefs,. 
honoured  with  their  prefence.  Five  hundred  perfons  of  the 
nobility  were  invited,  together  with  the  embalfadors,  and 
other  foreigners  who  had  been  prefented  at  court.  The 
ball  began  at  feven  : the  great-duke  and  dutchefs  firfl:  made 
their  appearance  with  a fmall  fuite,  and  foon  afterwards  her 
imperial  majefty  arrived  at  the  head  of  a quadrille^  confifting 
of  nearly  the  fame  perfons  as  at  that  lately  deferibed  at 
court.  Madame  Nolken  conducTed  her  majefty  and  her 
party  through  the  ball-room  to  an  inner  apartment,  where 
a rich  canopy  was  erc6led  for  the  oecafion,  under  which  Ihe 
fat  down  to  Macao.  At  nine  a fmall  table  was  fpread,  with 
little  ceremony,  for  the  emprefs  and  her  quadrille^  in  the 
fame  room  where  they  were  engaged  at  cards  Her  majefty, 
5 who 
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who  never  fups,  took  nothing  hut  a piece  of  bread  and  a chap. 

glafs  of  wine.  At  the  fame  time  a moft  fplendid  entertain-' 

ment  was  ferved  in  a large  faloon  to  the  great-duke  and 
dutchefs  and  the  reft  of  the  company.  Their  imperial  high- 
nefles  were  feated  at  a central  table,  with  a party  of  about 
thirty  perfons  ; and  the  remaining  gentlemen  and  ladies 
were  diftributed  at  different  tables,  which  ran  round  the 
Tides  of  the  room.  The  cheerfulnefs  and  complacency  of 
the  great-duke  and  dutchefs,  the  attention  and  politenefs  of 
Baron  Nolken  and  his  lady,  diffufed  an  univerftrl  gaiety 
throughout  the  affembly,  and  rendered  the  entertainment 
as  agreeable  as  it  was  fplendid. 

A feparate  edifice  of  brick  ftuccoed  white,  called  the  Her- 
mitage, communicates  with  the  palace  by  means  of  a covered 
gallery.  It  takes  its  appellation  from  its  being  the  fcene  of 
imperial  retirement,  but  bears  no  other  refemblance  to  an 
hermitage  except  in  its  name,  the  apartments  being  ex- 
tremely fpacious,  and  decorated  in  a fuperb  ftyle  of  regal 
magnificence.  To  this  favourite  fpot  the  emprefs  ufually 
repairs  for  an  hour  or  two  every  day  ; and  on  a Thurfday 
evening  flte  gives  a prrvate  ball  and  fupper  to  the  principal 
perfons  who  form  her  court ; foreign  minifters  and  foreign 
noblemen  being  feldom  invited.  At  this  entertainment  all 
ceremony  is  faid  to  be  baniflied,  as  far  as  is  confiftent  with 
that  refpeff  which  is  involuntarily  paid  to  a great  fovereign. 

The  attendance  of  fervants  is  excluded,  while  the  fupper  and 
various  refrefliments  are  prefented  on  fmall  tables,  which 
emerge  through  trap- doors.  Many  directions  for  the  re- 
gu-a  ion  of  this  feledt  fociety  are  difpofed  in  the  various 
aprirtments  ; the  meaning  of  thofe  written  in  the  Ruffian 
S s s 2 tongue 
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BOOK  tongue  was  explained  to  me  by  a gentleman  of  the  company^ 
, — > and  their  general  tendency  v/as  to  encourage  freedom  from 
etiquette,  and  to  inculcate  the  mod  unredrained  eafe  of  be- 
haviour. One  written  in  the  French  language  I compre- 
hended and  retained.  ‘‘  vous  ou  vous  voulez,  et 

quand  il  vous  plaira^  fans  qiCon  le  repete  mille  fois^^ 

This  hermitage  contains  a numerous  ademblage  of  pictures, 
chiefly  purchafed  by  her  prefent  majedy.  Its  principal  or- 
nament was  the  celebrated  collection  of  Grofiat,  which  de- 
volved by  heritage  to  the  Baron  de  Thieres,  upon  whofe 
death  the  emprefs  purchafed  it  from  his  heirs.  The 
Houghton  collection,  the  lofs  of  which  every  lover  of  the 
arts  in  England  mud  dncerely  regret,  will  form  a mod  va- 
luable accefliqn. 

A winter  and  dimmer  garden,  comprifed  within  the  fite 
of  the  building,  are  lingular  curiolities,  and  fuch  as  do  not, 
perhaps,  occur  in  any  other  palace  in  Europe.  The  dimmer 
garden,  in  the  true  Adatick  dyle,  occupies  the  whole  level 
top  of  the  edifice  : at  this  feafon  of  the  year  it  was  entirely 
buried  under  the  fnow,  which  prevented  our  viewing  it. 
The  winter-garden  is  entirely  roofed  and  dirrounded  with 
glafs  frames  : it  is  an  high  and  fpacious  hot-houfe,  laid  out 
in  gravel  walks,  ornamented  with  parterres  of  flowers,  orange 
trees  and  other  flirubs,  and  peopled  with  feveral  birds  of 
dindry  forts  and  various  climates,  which  flitted  from  tree  to 
tree.  The  whole  exhibited  a pleadng  effeCt,  and  was  the 
more  delightful  as  being  contraded  with  the  difmal  and 
dreary  feafon  of  the  year. 

The  ordinary  didribution  of  the  empreffes  time  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  as  far  as  I could  colleCt  from  inquiries  which  I had 

* sit  down  where  )ou  chufc  and  when  you  pleafe,  without  its  being  repeated  to  you 
a thuufand  times. 

many 
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many  opportunities  of  making,  as  it  concerns  fo  great  a 
princefs,  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

Her  majefty  ufually  rifes  about  fix,  and  is  engaged  till 
eight  or  nine  in  publick  bufinefs  with  her  fecretary.  At  ten 
file  generally  begins  her  toilet ; and  while  her  hair  is 
dreffing,  the  minifters  of  ilate,  and  her  aid-de-camps  in 
waiting,  pay  their  refpe^ts  and  receive  their  orders.  Being 
drefied  about  eleven,  file  fends  for  her  grand-children  the 
young  princes  Alexander  and  Conifantine,  or  vifits  them  in 
their  own  apartment.  Before  dinner  file  receives  a vifit 
from  the  great-duke  and  dutchefs  : and  fits  dowm  to  table 
rather  before  one.  She  has  always  company  at  dinner, 
ufually  about  nine  perfons,  confifiing  of  the  generals  and 
lords  in  waiting,  a lady  of  the  bed  chamber,  a maid  of  ho- 
nour, and  two  or  three  of  the  Rullian  nobility,  whom  file 
invites.  Their  imperial  highneflTes  dine  with  her  three  times 
in  the  week,  on  which  days  the  party  is  encreafed  to 
eighteen  perfons.  The  lord  of  the  bed  chamber  in  waiting, 
who  always  fits  oppofite  to  the  emprefs,  carves  one  difli  and 
prefents  it  to  her ; an  attention,  which,  after  having  once 
politely  accepted,  flie  afterwards  difpenfes  with.  Her  mar- 
jefty  is  remarkably  temperate,  and  is  feldom  at  table  more 
than  an  hour.  From  thence  file  retires  to  her  own  apart- 
ment ; and  about  three  frequently  repairs  to  her  library  in 
the  Hermitage.  At  five  file  goes  to  the  theatre  or  to  a 
private  concert ; and,  when  there  is  no  court  in  the  evening, 
has  a private  party  at  cards.  She  feldom  fups,  generally 
retires  at  half  paft  ten,  and  is  ufually  in  bed  before  eleven. 

The  great-duke  is  extremely  fond  of  the  manage ; and, 
tv/oor  three  times  in  the  week,  takes  the  diverfion  of  a tour- 
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* An  Italian  opera,  a fet  of  Ruffian  and  another  of  French  players  were,  in  1778, 
maintained  at  her  majefty’s  expence,  at  which  the  fpedators  were  admitted  gratis. 
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BOOK  nament,  which  is  thus  defcribed  in  my  friend  Colonel  Floyd’s 
Journal  : “ Count  Orlof,  having  obtained  the  great-duke’s 
‘‘  permiflion  for  me  to  attend  the  ^manage  of  the  court,  I 
‘‘  accordingly  went  this  morning  to  fee  a tournament.  His 
imperial  highnefs  and  eleven  of  his  nobles,  drelTed  in  uni- 
forms  of  buff  and  gold,  and  armed  with  a lance,  fword, 
‘‘  and  piftols,  were  aflembled  by  nine  o’clock,  although  .it 
was  as  yet  dulk.  The  great-duke  drew  them  up  by  pairs, 
‘‘  and  upon  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  himfelf  and  the 
knights  immediately  mounted  their  horfes,  and  retired  in 
“ due  order  without  the  rails.  Two  rings  were  fufpended  on 
‘‘  opjxTite  fides  of  the  walls  on  each  lide  of  the  manage.; 
“ at  each  corner  was  a moor’s  head  of  pafteboard,  or  an 
‘‘  apple  .fixed  upon  a pole,  and  between  them  two  heads 
with  a fquib  in  their  mouths.  T-hefe  were  all  placed  upon 
“ Hands  almoft  as  high  as  a man  on  horfe-back,  and  at  fome 
“ paces  from  the  wall  ; at  each  end  was  alfo  an  helmet  of 
“ pafteboard  raifed  upon  a Hand  about  a foot  from  the 
“ ground,  and  about  four  from  the  wail.  The  two  judges, 
with  Lord  Herbert  and  myfelf,  who  were  the  only  fpedators, 
“ took  our  ftation  on  the  outfide  the  rail.  Upon  a fecond 
“ Hgnal  from  the  trumpet  two  knights  entered  at  oppofite 
“ ends  (jf  the  manage.  A band  of  mufick  played  a quick 
“ air,  while  each  knight,  galloping  his  horfe  to  the  right, 
“ and  making  a volt,  fainted  with  their  lances  at  the  lame 
time;  then,  continuing  their  courfe  round  the  manage, 
“ each  ran  with  his  lance,  lirft  at  the  rings  fufpended  from 
“ the  walls,  and  next  at  the  moofts  heads  ; after  which  they 
delivered  their  lances,  as  they  went  on,  to  their  fervants  on 
foot.  The  knights  then  drew  their  piftols,  and  each 
making  a fccond  volt  round  the  other  heads,  difeharged 
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them  in  order  to  let  fire  to  the  fquib  ; then,  purfuing  chap. 
“ their  courfe  round  the  manage,  they  drew  their  fv/ords, . / ^ 

and,  making  a third  volt  round  the  apple,  endeavoured 
‘‘  to  ftrike  it  to  the  ground.  They  finiflied  their  career 
“ by  flooping  down  and,  as  they  galloped  by,  thrufting  their 
‘‘  fwords  through  the  helmets  ; then  polling  them  in  the  air, 
they  met  in  the  middle,  and,  riding  towards  the  judge, 

‘‘  faluted  him,  related  the  attempts  in  which  they  had  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  demanded  their  prizes  : the  prize  was  about 
“ four  fliillings  for  each  atchievement,  and  an  equal  value 
^ was  paid  for  every  failure. 

The  whole  was  performed  on  a continued  gallop,  and 
always  to  the  right.  In  running  at  the  ring,  the  head,  or 
“ the  helmet,,  it  is  efteemed  honourable  to  put  the  horfe  into 
“ full  career,  which  encreafes  the  difficulty.  The  judge 
having  bellowed  the  rewards,  or  taken  the  forfeits,  ordered 
the  two  knights  to  retire.  The  trumpet  again  founding, 

‘‘  twa  others  made  their  appearance,  and  performed  the 
fame  manceuvres. 

This  exercife  was  repeated  twice  by  each  pair  of 
“ knights.  The  whole  troop  then  entered  at  the  fame  time, 
marched,  charged,  formed,  drew  and  returned  their  fwords, 

“ and  difmounted  by  word  of  command  from  the  great-duke. 

At  the  conclulion  they  adjourned  to  the  lire,  chocolate  was 
“ brought  in,  and,  after  a lliort  converfation,  the  great-duke 
bowed  and  retired.” 

The  Ruffian  nobility  of  Peterfburgh  are  no  lefs  than  thofe 
of  Mofcow  dillinguiffied  for  their  hofpicality  towards  fo- 
reigners. We  were  no  fooner  prefented  to  a perfon  of  rank 
and  fortune,  than  we  were  regarded  in  the  light  of  domellick 
vilitants.  Many  of  the  noblity  keep  an  open  table,  to  which 
one  invitation  was  conlidered  as  a Handing  pafsport  of  ad- 

million.. 


i04 


TRAVELS  INTO  RUSSIA. 


BOOK  niilEon.  The  only  ceremony  neceffary  to  be  obferved  on 

occalion  was  to  make  inquiry  in  the  morning  if  the 

.matter  of  the  houfe  dined  at  home  ; and  if  he  did,  we, 
without  further  ceremony,  prefented  ourfelves  at  his  table. 
The  oftener  we  appeared  at  thefe  hofpitable  boards,  the  more 
acceptable  guefts  we  were  etteemed  ; and  we  always  feemed 
to  confer,  inttead  of  receiving,  an  obligation. 

The  tables  were  feiwed  with  great  profuiion  and  tafte. 
Though  the  Ruffians  have  adopted  the  delicacies  of  French 
cookery,  yet  they  neither  affe(tt  to  defpife  their  native  diffies, 
nor  fqueamittily  rejectt  the  folid  joints  which  characterize  our 
repatts.  The  plainett,  as  well  as  the  choicett  viands,  were 
collected  from  the  moft  dittant  quarters : 1 have  fre- 

quently feen  at  the  fame  time  fterlet  from  the  Volga,  veal 
from  Archangel,  mutton  from  Aftrachan,  beef  from  the 
Ukraine,  and  pheafants  from  Hungary  and  Bohemia.  Their 
common  wines  are  chiefly  claret.  Burgundy,  and  Champaigne, 
and  I never  tatted  Englifh  beer  and  porter  in  greater  per- 
fedtion  and  abundance.  Before  dinner,  even  in  the  houfes 
of  perfons  of  the  firtt  diftinCtion,  a fmall  table  is  fpread  in  a 
corner  of  the  drawing  room,  covered  with  plates  of  caviare, 
dried  and  pickled  nerrings,  fmoked  ham  or  tongue,  bread, 
butter,  and  cheefe,  together  with  bottles  of  different  liqueur s\ 
and  few  of  the  company  of  either  fex  omitted  a prelude  of 
this  kind  to  the  main  entertainment.  This  praClice  has  in- 
duced many  travellers  to  relate,  that  the  Ruffians  fwallow 
bowls  of  brandy  before  dinner.  What  are  the  ufages  of  the 
vulgar  in  this  particular  I cannot  determine  ; but  among  the 
nobility  I never  obferved  the  Icatt  violation  of  the  mott  ex- 
treme foliriety  : and  this  cuttom  of  taking  liqueur  before 
dinner,  confidcring  the  extreme  fmallnefs  of  theglafles  ufed 
on  this  occafion,  is  a very  innocent  refrefliment,  and  will 
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not  convey  the  fainteft  idea  of  fuccefs.  Indeed  the  Ruffians  chap. 
in  no  other  wife  differ  from  the  F'rench  in  this  inftance,  thaiiv—^ 
that  they  tafte  a glafs  of before  their  repaid,  while  the 
latter  defer  it  till  after  dinner. 

The  iifual  hour  of  dining  is  at  three : their  entertain- 
ments are  moftly  regulated  according  to  the  French  ceremo- 
nial, the  wine  being  circulated  during  meals ; and  the  diffies 
are  no  fooner  removed  than  the  company  retire  from  table 
into  another  room,  and  are  immediately  fervid  with  coffee. 

Nor  do  the  gentlemen,  as  in  England,  continue  wedded  to  the 
bottle,  while  the  ladies  withdraw  into  a feparate  apartment. 

Several  of  the  nobility  alfo  receive  company  every  even- 
ing in  the  mold  eafy  manner  : the  parties  ufually  met  about 
feven  ; fome  fat  down  to  whiff,  macao,  loo,  and  other  games, 
fome  converfed,  and  others  danced.  Amid  the  refrefliments 
tea  was  handed  round  no  lefs  frequently  than  in  England. 

At  ten  flipper  was  brought  in,  and  the  party  generally 
broke  up  between  eleven  and  twelve.  It  is  no  exaggeration 
to  fay,  that,  during  our  continuance  in  this  city,  not  one 
evening  paffed  but  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  attend  an 
affembly  of  this  fort ; and  if  we  had  always  frequented 
the  fame,  we  fliould  always  have  found  the  greateft 
cordiality  of  reception.  From  thefe  circumffances  there  is 
perhaps  no  metropolis  in  Europe,  excepting  Vienna,  which 
is  rendered  more  agreeable  to  foreigners  than  Peterlburgh. 

The  hoLifes  of  the  nobility  are  furnilhed  with  great  ele- 
gance, and  the  fuite  of  apartments  in  which  they  receive 
company  is  uncommonly  fplendid.  They  are  fitted  up  in 
the  ffyle  of  London  and  Paris,  and  the  new  fafliions  make 
their  appearance  as  foon  as  in  thofe  two  capitals. 

I have,  on  a former  occaffon,  defcribed  the  modes  of  fa- 
lutation  pradlifed  by  the  peafants  and  common  people ; I 

VoL.  I,  T t t fliall 
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BOOK  mention  thofe  which  I obferved  in  life  amongx 

. — .perfons  of  higher  rank.  The  gentlemen  bow  very  low, 
and  the  ladies  incline  their  heads  inftead  of  ciirtfying.  Some- 
times the  gentlemen  kifs  tire  ladies  hands  as  a mark  of  re— - 
fpc6f,  which  is  iifual  in  many  countries  ; if  the  parties  are  . 
w-cll  acquainted,  or  of  equal  condition,  or  if  the  lady  is  wilN 
ing  to  pay  a compliment,  lire  falutes  his  cheek  while  he  is 
killing  her  hand.  Frequently,  while  die  ftoops  to  touch  his 
cheek,  he  takes  that  opportunity  of  faluting  her,.,  I have 
often  obferved  this  ceremony  performed  and  repeated,  as 
well  in  the  drawing  room  at  court,  as  at  the  different  affem- 
hlics.  If  the  gentleman  is  a perfon  of  very  high  rank,  the 
lady  offers  firft  to  kifs  his  hand,  which  he,  prevents  by  f.ilut-- 
ing  her  on  the  cheek.  The  men,,  and  particularly  relations,, 
exchange  falutes  in  this  manner,  each  kiffing  the  other’s 
hand  at  the  fime  infant,  and  afterwards  their  cheeks. 

The  Ruffians,  in  their  ufual  mode  of  addrefs,.  never  pre- 
fix any  title  or  appellation  of  refpedt  to  their  names ; but 
perfons  of  all  ranks,  even  thofe  of  the  ffrfl:  diiiindiions,  call 
each  other  by  their  chriftian  names,  to  which  they  add  a, 
patron ymick,  Thefe  patron ymicks  are,  formed  in  fome 
cafes  by  adding  Vitch'-''^  to  the  Chriftian  name  of  the  father,,, 
hi  others  by  Of  or  Ef  ; the  former  is  applied  only  to  perfons- 
of  condition,  the  latter  to  thofe  of  inferior  rank.  Thus, 

Ivan  Ivanovitchl  is  Ivan  the  feu  ] I’eter  Alexlevitch  I Peter  the  fon  of 
Ivan  hanof  j of  Ivan.  j Peter  Alexeof  J Alexoy. 

The  female  patronymick  is  Efna,  or  Ofna,  as  Sophia  Alexe- 
cfna,  or  Sophia  the  daughter  of  Alexey ; Maria  Ivanofna,., 
or  Maria  the  daughter  (ff  Ivan. 

* Yitcli  is  the  hunc,  as  our  Fitz,  as  Fitzherbert,  or  the  fon  of  Herbert. 

Great- 
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Great  families  are  alfo  in  general  diflinguin.red  by  a fur- 

mame,  as  the  family  of  Romanof,  Galitzin,  Sheremetof,  Sec.  - ^1— / 

Any  ftranger,  who  has  ever  experienced  the  great  ix)lite- 
nefs  and  tafte,  which  ^are  confpicuous,  as  well  in  the  beha- 
viour and  manners  of  the  Ruffian  nobility,  as  in  their  en- 
rtertainments  and  affemblies,  muR  naturally  be  furi:>rized 
that  fcarcely  fixty  years  ago  the  follov/ing  regulations  ffiould 
have  been  thought  neceffiary  by  Peter  the  Great 

Regulations  for  Affemblies  at  Peterfburgh  In  1719. 

“ Affembly  is  a French  term,  which  cannot  be  rendered  in  Ruffian  in  one  word;  It 
fignifies  a number  of  perfons  meeting  together,  either  for  diverfion,  or  to  talk  about 
■“  their  own  affairs.  Friends  may  fee  each  other  on  that  occahon,  to  confer  togetlier  on 
“ bnfine-fs  or  other  fubjedts,  to  enquire  after  domeffick  and  foreign  news,  and  fo  to  pafs 
“ their  time.  After  what  manner  we  will  have  thofe  affemblies  kept,  may  be  learned 
from  what  follows. 

I.  “ .'The  perfon,  at  whofe  houfe  the  affembly  is  to  be  in  the  evening,'  is  to  hang  out 
a bill  or  other  fign,  to  give  notice  to  all  perfons  of  either  fhx. 

II.  “ The  affembly  fliall  not  begin  fooner  than  four  or  five  in  the  afternoon,  nor  con- 
itinue  later  than  ten  at  night. 

III.  “ The  mailer  of  the  honle  is  not  obliged  to  go  and  meet  his  guefls,  to  condndl 
“ them  out,  or  to  entertain  them  ; but  though  himfelf  is  exempt  from  waiting  on  them, 

“ he  ought  to  find  chairs,  candles,  drink,  and  all  the  neceflarics  alked  for,  as  alfo  to 

■“  provide  for  all  forts  of  gaming,  and  what  belongs  thereto. 

IV.  “ -No  certain  hour  is  fixed  for  anj^  body’s  coming  or  going  ; it  is  fufficient  if  one 
makes  his  appearance  in  the  affembly. 

Y . “ It  is  left  to  every  one’s  liberty  to  fit,  walk,  or  play,  luff  as  he  likes ; nor  flial! 
any  body  hinder  him,  or  take  exception  at  what  he  does,  on  pain  of  emptying  tlje 
“ Great  Eagle  (a  howl  filled  with  wine  or  brandy).  As  for  the  rell,  it  is  enough  to 
fahite  at  coming  and  going. 

VI.  “ Perfons  of  rank,  as,  for  inflance,  noblemen,  and  fiiperior  officers,  likewife  mer- 
•“  chants  of  note,  and  head-mafiers,  (by  which  are  nnderftood  fliip-builders),  perfons 
“ employed  in  the  Chancery,  and  their  wives  and  children,  fltall  have  liberty  of  fre- 

quenting  the  affemblies. 

VII.  “ A particular  place  fliall  be  affigned  to  the  footmen  (thofe  of  the  houfe  ex- 
cepted),  that  there  may  be  fufficient  room  in  theai>artments  defigned  for  the  affembly.’’ 


Perry’s  State  of  Ruffia,  Vol.  I.  p.  i86. 
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The  Englifh  merchants  live  in  a very  focial  and  even 
fplendid  manner.  Befide  coniiant  meetings  at  their  refpedtive 
houfes,  they  have,  once  in  a fortnight,  a regular  affembly 
in  a houfe  hired  for  that  purpofe,  to  which  they  obligingly- 
invite  all  their  countrymen  who  happen  to  be  at  Peterfburgh,. 
and  occalionally  fome  Ruffian  ladies.  There  is  a ball,  cards, 
and  fupper : twelve  or  fourteen  couple  ufually  dance  on  this 
occafion  ; and  the  meeting  is  perfedlly  cheerful  and  agree- 
able. 

During  my  Ray  at  Peterfburgh  I dined  two  or  three  times 
at  a club,  which  confifts  of  about  300  members,  moftly 
Englifh  and  Germans.  None  are  admitted  who  have  a- 
rank  fuperior  to  that  of  major-general ; but  a member  who 
afterwards  attains  a higher  Ration  is  not  excluded;  Every 
perfon,  upon  his  adraiffion,  pays  X5-  and  afterwards  2. 
ann.  They  have  a large  houfe,  which  is  open  day  and  night, 
and  fervants  always  attending.  It  contains  billiard  tables,  a^ 
coffee  room,  apartments  for  cards,  a large  apartment,  in 
which  there  is  a fupper  every  evening,  and  a dinner  three, 
times  in  the  week.  Each  meal  coRs  2J-.  exclufive  of  wine,, 
which  is  feparately  paid  for.  Any  member  may  introduce 
his  friend,  firR  entering  his  name  in  a day-book,  and  paying; 
his  dinner  at  the  Ripulated  rate. 


CHAP. 


Befcription  of  the  fortrefs  of  Peterfburgh. — Cathedral  of  St.. 
Peter  and  Paul.— and  character  of  Peter  the  Great, 
and  thofe  of  the  Imperial  family. — Mint. — Hijlory  of  the 
boat  called  The  Little  Grandlire,  which  gave  rife  to  the 
Ruffian  navy  upon  the  Black  Sea., 


*HE  origin  of  the  fortrefs  which  occafioned  the  founda- 


tion  of  this  capital  has  been,  already  related  in  the 
general  defcription  of  Peterfburgh.  Its  walls  of  brick,  and 
ftrengthened  with  five  regular  bafiions,  encircle  a fmall 
ifland  of  about  half  a mile  in  circumference,,  formed  by  the 
Great  and  Little  Neva.  Within  the  walls  are  barracks  for 
a fmall  garrifon,  feveral  wards  ufed  as  a common  jail,  and 
dungeons  for  the  confinement  of  ftatcr-prifoners. 

In  the  middle  of  the  ifland  flands  the  cathedral  of  St.  Peter 
and  Paul,  in  a different  ftyle  of  architecSlure  from- that  ufually 
employed  in  the  conftrucflion  of  churches  for  the  fervice  of 
the  Greek  religion.  Inftead  of  domes,  it  has  a fpire  of  copper 
gilt,  the  higheffpart  whereof  rifes  above  240  feet  from  the 
ground.  Its  interior  decorations  are  much  more  elegant  and 
lefs  gaudy  than  thofe  in  the  churches  of  Novogorod  and 
Mofcow  ; and  the  paintings  are  done  in  the  modern  ftyle  of 
the  Italian  fchool,  and  not  in  the  dry  manner  of  the  Greek 
mafters. 

In  this  cathedral  are  depofited  the  remains  of  Peter  the 
Great,  and  of  all  the  fucceffive  fovereigns,  excepting  thofe  of 
3.  Peter 
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BOOK  x^eter  II.  buried  at  Mofcow,  and  of  the  late  unfortunate  Peter 
— , — 'III.  interred  in  the  convent  of  St.  Alexander  Neviki.  The 
tombs  are  of  marble,  of  the  fame  form  as  thofe  at  Mofcow 
and  Novogorod,  namely,  in  the  Riape  of  a fquare  coffin  ; and 
have  ail,  excexr'ting  one,  an  infcriptioii  in  the  Ruffiian  tongue  s 
\\hciTl  faw  them,  they  were  covered  with  gold  brocade, 
bordered  with  filver  lace  and  ermine.  1 viewed,  not  without 
a x^ecuiiar  kind  of  veneration  and  awe,  the  fepulchre  which 
contains  the  body  of  Peter  L who  founded  the  greatnefs  of 
the  Ruffian  empire  : the  Rernnefs,  or  rather  the  ferocity,  of 
whofe  difpolltion,  neither  fj^ared  age  nor  fex,  nor  the  deareR 
conneftions ; and  who  yet,  with  a Rrong  degree  of  com- 
X^unftion,  was  accuRomed  to  fay  of  himfelf,  I can  reform 
my  peox^le,  but  I cannot  reform  myfelf.”  A * royal  hiRo- 
rian  has  juRIy  obferved  of  Peter,  that  he  compenfated  the 
cruelties  of  a tyrant  by  the  virtues  of  alegifiator.  We  muR 
readily  allow  that  he  conliderably  reformed  and  civilized  his 
fnbjefts  ; that  he  created  a navy  ; that  he  new-modelled  and 
difcix:jlined  his  army  ; that  he  promoted  the  arts  and  fci- 
ences,  agriculture  and  commerce ; and  laid  the  foundation 
of  that  glory  which  Ruffia  has  Rnce  attained.  But,  inRead 
of  crying  out  in  the  language  of  x^anegyrick, 

Ernbcfce,  ars  ! Hie  vir  maximus  tibi  nihil  debuit.: 

Exulta,  natura  ! Hoc  Rupenclium  tuum  eR  f : 

We  may,  on  the  contrary,  venture  to  regret,  that  he  was 
not  taught  the  IcRbns  of  humanity  ; that  his  fublime  and 

* Bicrre  I.  nionrnt  (Ians  CCS  circonftnncc.s,  clc  Brenbehourg.  * 
laidant  dans  Ic  moiule  plutot  la  re|n]t?.tiow  f Bliidi  ,art ! this  hero  owed  thee  nothing, 

d’lin  hoininc  extraordinaire,  (jtic  d’un  grand  Exult,  nature  ! I'or  this  prodigy  is  all 

& couvrant  la  cruames  irun  Tiran  thy  own. 

eJa  '■jLitui  il'un  hgijlalcur.  Hid.  de  la  Maafoii  Sec  Gordon’s  Life  of  Peter.  V.  If. 
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unruly  genius  was  not  controuled  and  improved  by  proper 
culture  \ nor  his  lavage  nature  corrected  and  foftened  by  the' — y — ' 
refinements  of  art.  And  if  Peter  failed  in  enlightening  the 
mafs  of  his  fubje6ts  as  ryuch  as  he  wiflied,  the  failure  was 
principally  occafioned  by  his  own  precipitate  temper,  by  the 
chimerical  idea  of  introducing  the  arts  and  fciences  by  force, 
and  of  performing  in  a moment  what  mufi:  be  the  gradual 
work  of  time ; by  violating  the  eftablifiied  cufioms  of  his 
people  ; and,  in  contradiflion  to  the  diflates  of  found  policy, 
requiring  an  immediate  facrifice  of  thofe  prejudices  w'hich 
had  been  fandtified  by  ages.  In  a word,  his  failure  was*  the 
failure  of  a fuperior  genius  wandering  without  a guide ; 
and  the  greatefi;  eulogium  we  can  Jufily  offer  to  his  extraor- 
dinary charadter,  is  to  allow  that  his  virtues  were  his  own, 
and  his  defedts  thofe  of  his  education  and  country. 

Peter  the  Great  was  born  at  Mofcow  on  the  30th  of  Ma)’’, 

O.  S.  1672  ; and  died  at  Peterfburgh  on  the  28th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1725,  in  the  53d  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  44th  of  a 
glorious  reign. 

I obfcrved  near  the  tomb  of  Peter  fome  Turkilh  colours  : 
they  were  taken  in  the  naval  engagement  of  Tchefme,  dif- 
played  during  a folemn  procefiion  in  honour  of  that  vidtory, 
and  then  placed  by  the  hand  of  the  prefent  emprefs  at  the 
tomb  of  the  Ibvereign  who  was  the  founder  of  the  Ruffian 
navy. 

Near  thofe  of  Peter  repofe  the  afiies  of  his  fecond  wife 
and  fuccefibr  Catharine  L the  beautiful  Livonian,  who,  by  a 
wonderful  train  of  events,  was  exalted  from  a cottage  to  un- 
bounded fovereignty 

In  the  vault  of  this  church,  but  without  any  tomb  or  in- 
fcriptiou,  lies  Alexey  fon  of  Peter  I.  who  fell  a facrifice  to 

* See  the  Account  of  Catharine  I.  in  Chap.  ViJ.of  this  Book. 
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BOOK  tile  artifices  of  the  defigning  Mentchikof,  and  to  the  refent- 
— ^ ment  of  an  inhuman,  though,  perhaps,  juftly  offended  father. 
The  recolle(Stion  of  his  fate  makes  a ftrong  imprefiion  on  a 
feeling  mind.;  and  muff  flill  more  forcibly  Ifrike  a fubjecSt  of 
the  Britifli  empire ; where  will  is  not  law ; where  the  heir 
apparent  is  as  fecure  as  the  Sovereign  himfelf ; and  where 
the  right  of  fuccellion  .Hands  irrevocable,  not^to  be  altered  by 
the  caprice  or  jealoufy  of  a reigning  monarch.  The  fpecu- 
lati-ve  .theorifl  may  indeed  argue  for  Peter,  that  there  fliould 
be  a power  fnveffed  in  the  Ibvereign  to  exclude  an  unworthy 
I'accefTor,  who  fiiould  threaten  to  overturn  his  plans  of  re- 
formation, and  again  to  pluiige  his  country  into  the  barbarifm 
from  which  he  had  raifed  it  with  fo  much  difficulty.  But, 
in  effeH,  this  is  nothing  lefs  than  rendering  the  fate  of  a 
whole  empire  abfolutely  dependent  upon  the  will  of  one 
perfon,  whq,  during  his  life,  may  change  his  heir  as  often 
as  he  changes  his  opinion ,or  who,  like  Peter,  may  expire 
without  nominating  his  fucceffor,  and  leave  the  crown  to  be 
feized  or  difputed  by  thofe  who  have  not  the  leaft  ffiadow  of 
pretenfion.  By  this  means  the  throne  is  open  to  every 
claimant  who  may  have  a chance  of  fecuriug  the  concur- 
rence of  the  army..  If  all  the  .evils  which  might  have 
been  expelled  from  this  change  of  the  fucceffion  have 
not  been  hitherto  experienced  in  Ruffia,  it  muff  be 
afcribed  to  the  following  confideration  : that  notwith- 
flanding  the  abfolute  power  which  the  fovercign  poffieffed 
of  nominating  his  heir,  yet  the  notions  of  hereditary 
Z'ight,and  the  privilege  of  primogeniture, though  annulled  by 
Peter’s  law.  Rill  retained  a confulerable  degree  of  influence  in 
5 ..the 
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fhe  opinion  of  the  nation.  The  exclufion,  however,  of 
Alexey,  the  decree fubfeqiient  to  his  death,  and  the  unlet-' — > 
tied  ideas  concerning  the  right  of  fucceflion  necelfarily  in- 
troduced by  that  fatal  mandate,  have  occafioned  frequent 
revolutions  in  the  government  of  this  country  : and  the 
^ifpofal  of  the  fceptre  has  in  fomo  meafure  depended  upon 
the  regiments  of  guards  t ftationed  in  the  capital. 
Though  I do  not  mean  to  juftify  the  conduct  of  Alexey, 
yet  I cannot  but  aflent  to  the  opinion  of  a judicious  hifto- 

rian, 

* “ In  the  month  of  February,  a “ appointed  fucceflbr  to  the  imperial  crown 

proclamation  was  made  by  the  found  of  “ofRinfia;  I will  hold  and  acknowledge 
trumpet,  requiring  every  natural-born  “ him  to  be  the  only  lawful  heir,  and  my 
“ fubjeft  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  and  all  fo-  only  fovereign,  and  accordingly  will  ha- 
“ reigners  then  refiding there,  to  fwearand  “ zard  life  and  fortune  to  maintain  him  oh 
fign  an  oath,  ‘ that  they  will  acknow-  “ the  throne,  and  defeat  the  defigns  of  his 
“ ledge,  as  fuecclTor  to  the  empire,  the  “ enemies.  Moreover,  if  I fnall  ever  be 
“ perfon  whom '■his  majefiy  fliould  nominate  *'*  found  to  aft  contrary  to  this  oath,  or  to 
for  their  fovereign  after  his  death.  This  put  any  other  conflruftion  upon  it,  then> 

“ order- ftruck  adarap  on  the  fpirit-s  of  every  “ and  in  that  cafe,  I will  be  accounted  a 
“ body,  when  they  ;rcdefted  on  the  un-  “ traitor,  and  not  only  be  liable  to  an  ig- 
“ doubted  title  t of  the  young  prince  Peter,  nominious  death,  but  alfo  te  the  anathe- 
his  majefty’s  gra-ndfon,  and  only  remain-  “ ma  of  the  church.  In  confiiTnation  of 
ing  heir  of  the  imperial  family.”  Bruce’s  “ which,  I kifs  the  Holy  Gofpel  and  crofs. 

Memoirs,  p..2a6.  “ and  hereunto  do  fet  my  hand.” 

The  oath  was  thus  worded.:  “ I-.do  vow  -j-  The  licentious  conduft  of  the  guards 
“ and  fwear  before  Almighty  God,  and  up-  (foon  after  the  acceffion  of  Catharine  I.'i, 
on  the  Holy  Evangelilfs,  that  I own  and  which  proceeded  from  their  power  cf  dii- 
‘‘■aeje  now  ledge  the  decree  concerning  the  pofing  of  the  crown,  was  uncontroulable. 

“ fuccellioa  to  the  crown  of  Ruffia,  pub-  “ Although  the  emprefs  appeared  to  rule 
“ lilhed  the  5fhof  February,  1722,  by  or-  “ with  an  ablblute  authority,  yet  it  is  cer- 
“ der  of  the  mod:  illudrjous  and  mighty  “ tain  that  Ihe  entirely  depended  upon  the 
prince,  Peter  1.  emperor  and  fovereign  “ caprice  of  the  Preobrelheniky  regiment  of 
“ of  all  Ruffia,  our  mod  gracious  lord  and  “ guards,  and  the  nobles  wlio  had  placed 
“ mider,;  wherein  it  is  ordained,  that  the  “ her  upon  her  throne,  neither  of  whom 
“ pre fent,  or  any  fuccccdlng  emperor  of  RuJ/ia,  “ flie-durd  contradift  or  reduce.  Catharine, 

.7ioi  only  may  at  plcafi.re  nominate  and  ap-  “well  aware  of  her  fituation,  encloa- 
“ point  a fuccrjjor  to  the  croiCvi,  but  likcwife  “ voured  to  free  herfelf  from  this  depen- 
.alter  the  fucajjion^asoften  asioeptheprefrn!^  “dent  date,  by  declaring  all  the  majors, 

“-^r  any  other  fuccccding  emperor  /hall  /(e  “ who  had  mod  authority,  lieutenaiu-ge- 

“ caufe,  or  ih/n'i  fit  ■ This  imperial  ortli-  “ nerals ; and,  under  ])rc:ence  of  thefe 
•^‘■aance,  I the  under-named  doacknowledge  “promotions,  to  remove  them  from  tlie 
“ to  be  jud  and  right,  and  promife  all  clue  “ regiment  of  guards,  and,  in  their  deac',’ 
^‘.obedience  to  the  perfo;i  lo  jjamed  and  “ to  appoint  feveral  foreigncis,  who  wcic 
VoL.  i.  U ,u  11  “ olHcer^ 
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BOOK  that  as  Peter  I.  opened  by  this  law  an  abundant  fource 
— 'of  troubles  and  confufion,  it  had  been  better  for  the  country 
if  that  weak  prince,  wdth  all  his  defedls,  had  been  buffered  tO’ 
reign And  I may  venture  to  add,  that  the  re-eftablifli- 
ment  of  hereditary  right  may  be  clailed  among  the  foremoft 
of  thofe  excellent  regulations?  which  diftinguifli  the  reign  of 
Catharine  II. 

In 


“ officers  in  the  ether  regiments,  to  be 
“ majors  ; but  as  the  captains  of  the  guards 
“ were  unanimoufly  diffatisfied  with  thefe 
“ regulations,  file  was  conflrained  to  place 
“ affairs  upon  the  old  footing.”  Auftrian 
Iinvoy  in  B.  H.  M.  XL  p.  507. 

Alfo,  upon  Elizabeth’s  accefiion,  Man- 
ftcin  fays,  “ The  whole  company  of  grena- 
“ diers  of  the  regiment  of  Prcobrefiienlky 
‘‘  were  ennobled  and  promoted.  The  pri- 
‘‘  vate  men  had  the  rank  of  lieutenants  ; 
“ and  the  corporals  of  majors  ; the  ar- 
“ mourer  and  quarter  mafier  that  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonels ; and  the  ferjean,ts  that 
*•  of  colonels  of  the  army.  It  was  called 
“ tlic  company  of  body-guards.  Grunfiein 
“ was  made  adjutant  of  this  company,  with 
“ the  title  of  brigadier.  He  did  not  long 
“ keep  his  grotmd  ; accufiomed  to  the  low 
“ ambition  of  a private  foldier,  his  heitd 
was  too  we;;';  to  bear  a higher  fortune, 
“ and  gioVring  giddy  with  his  preferment, 
“ he  was  guilty  of  all  kind  of  infolences, 
“ broke  out  into  difrefpedt  to  the  emprefs 
“ herfclf,  and  ended  with  undergoing  the 
“ knout,  and  being  banifiicd  to  the  lands 
“ which  the  tniprefs  had  given  him  when 
“ file  firft  promoted  him. 

“ This  company  committed  all  imagin* 
“ able  diforders  lor  the  fnft  months  that 
“ tfic  emprefs  remained  at  Peterfburgh. 
“ The  new  noble  lieutenants  ran  through 
“ all  the  dirtitff  jiublic-houfcs,  got  drunk, 
“ and  wallowed  in  the  Itrects.  'Pfit)’  en- 
“ tered  into  the  hotifes  of  the  greateff  no- 
“ t/limen,  dcniiinding  money  with  lineals, 


“ and  took  aw’ay,  without  ceremony,  what- 
“ ever  they  liked.  There  was  no  keeping 
“ within  bounds,  men,  who  having  been 
“ all  their  life-time  ufed  to  be  difeiplined 
“ by  drubbing,  could  not  prefently  faralli- 
“ arife  themfelves  to  a more  civil  treat- 
“•  meiit.  It  muff  have  been  the  work  of 
“ time  to  reduce  them  to  good  manners.  I 
“ do  not  know  whether  they  we,re  ever 
“ brought  to  corcedf  themfelves,  but  the 
“ mofi  unruly  of  them  were  expelled  the 
“ corps,  and  placed  as  officers  in  other  re- 
“ giments  of  the  army,  where  the  vacancies’ 
“ were  many.  An  admirable  expedient 
“•  tb-re  for  procuring  excellent  officers  1” 
Memoirs  of  Ruffia,  p.  319,  320. 

-s-  n C’eft  a cette  imprudente  loi,  qu’on 
“ doit  attribuer  toutes  ies  revolutions  qul 
“ ont  afflige  la  Ruffie.  C’eft  Pierre  1.  qui 
“ a ouvert  dans  fon  empire  cette  fource 
“ abondante  de  troubles  ct  de  dcfolatiou, 
“ Nc  valak-il  pas  mieux  qu’  Alexis  reg- 
“ niit?”  L’Evefque,  vol.  IV.  p.  454. 

Au  ingenious  author,  who  has  lately  pub- 
liflied  part  of  a voluminous  work  upon: 
Ruffia,  controverts  this  judicious  refieckioir, 
jufiifies  this  decree  of  Peter,  and  denies 
tliat  it  had  the  Itafi  bad  tendency,  or  has/ 
been  the  canfc  of  any  revolutions..  See  Lc 
Clerc’s  Llilf.  Moderne  de  Luirie,.  p.  441  to 
445- 

llis  argumenis,  however,  will  fcarcely 
appear  convincing  to  any  perfon  who  has 
jierufed  with  attention  the  Hiftoi y of  Rullia 
fince  the  demife  of  Peter  tlu  Great  ; and 
muff  ajipcar  of  little  weight,  unlcfs  the  fol- 
lowing 
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In  the  fame  vault  which  contains  the  body  of  theunfor- 

tunate  Alexey  is  placed  that  of  Charlotte  Chriftina  Sophia » 

princefs  of  Brunfwick,  his  no  lefs  unfortunate  wife,  and 
whofe  fate  is  more  affedting,  becaufe  fire  defer ved  it  lefs. 
She  was  born  in  1694,  married  in  1711  the  tzarovitch 
who  had  feen  her  at  her  father’s  court,  and  died  on  the  i ft 
of  November,  1715,  partly  of  a broken  heart  occafioned  by 
her  hufband’s  ill  treatment,  and  partly  by  the  confequences 
of  her  delivery  of  Peter  II. 

Among  the  imperial  fepulchres  is  that  of  Anne  of  Hol- 
ftein,  eldeft  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catharine,  who  is  lefs 
known,  though  far  more  deferving  of  notice,  than  her  filler 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  becaufe  her  virtues  were  not  enno- 
bled  by  a diadem.  Anne  is  deferibed  t as  a princefs  of  a 

majeftick 


lowing  queries  can  be  anfwered  in  the  ne* 
gative. 

Was  not  the  acceflion  of  Catharine  I.  a 
revolution  ? The  abolition  of  defpotick  au- 
thority, and  the  eledtion  of  Anne,  a revolu- 
tion ? The  refumption  of  defpotick  autho- 
rity by  the  fame  emprefs  a revolution? 
The  removal  of  Biren  from  the  regency  a 
revolution  ? The  acceflion  of  Elizabeth  a 
revolution  ? The  dethronement  of  Peter  III. 
and  the  acceflion  of  Catharine  (though 
juftified  by  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the 
empire)  a revolution  ? Were  they  not 
all  occafioned  by  the  loofe  notions  con- 
cerning the  right  of  fucceifion,  and  ac- 
compliflied  by  the  intervention  of  the 
guards  ? Were  not  the  execution,  fcourg- 
ing,  and  baniflament  of  many  principal  no- 
bles, the  confifeation  of  eftates,  and  the 
confinement  of  numberlefs  ftate-prifoners, 
the  fatal  confequences  of  thele  frequent 
changes  ? the  laft  excepted,  when  the  lenity 
of  the  emprefs  fpared  the  ufual  vidtims  to 
policy  and  refentment.  Have  not  thefe 
civil  feuds,  which  fo  long  convulfed  this 
empire,  been  diminiflacd  by  the  well-ground- 
U u u 


ed  expedlation  of  an  unbroken  hereditary 
line  in  the  prec  it  imperial  family?  And 
as  the  influence  of  Peter’s  fatal  decree  is 
confiderably  abated,  and  the  moll  dillant 
probability  of  another  rovolution  fcartcly 
exifts,  has  not  the  rapid  increafe  of  com- 
merce and  population  throughout  every 
part  of  this  vail  empire  proclaimed  the  be- 
neficial effedls  of  the  more  liable  govern- 
ment of  Catharine  II.  ? 

* See  an  account  of  this  princefs  in  Chap. 
VIII.  of  this  Book. 

t “ Anna  Petrowna  relTembloit  de  vifage 
“ et  d’humeur  a fon  augulle  pere,  mais  la 
“ nature  et  I'cducation  avoient  tout  cmbelli 
“ chez  elle.  On  hii  paflbit  plus  de  cinq 
“ pics  de  hauteur,  en  faveur  d’une  taille 
“ extremement  deliee,  et  d’une  finefl'e  par- 
“ faite  dans  -toutes  I'es  proportions  Rieii 
“ de  plus  majellueux  que  fon  port  et  fa 
“ phylionomic,  rien  de  plus  regulier  que 
“ fes  traits,  et  non  obllant  cela,  des  graces 
“ tendres  dans  le  regard  et  le  foui  ire ; des 
“ cheveux  et  des  fourcils  noirs,  un  ieint 
“ d’une  blanchcur  eclataiUe,  et  ce  vermll- 
“ Ion  frais  et  dclicat  qui  rellcra  fans  cefle 
* “ inimitable 
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majeflick  form  and  exprefUve  features,  of  an  excellent  and 
' — ^improved  underitanding,  and  of  irreproachable  morals. 
While  Ihe  was  very  young,  count  Apraxin,  a Ruffian  noble- 
man, paid  his  addreffes  to  her,  but  was  rejected  with  fcorn. 
Not  daunted,  however,  with  this  repulfe,  he  continued  his 
courtfhip,  and,  finding  her  one  day  alone,  he  threw  himfelf 
at  her  feet,  offered  his  fword,  and  entreated  her  to  put  an 
end  to  his  life  and  mifery.  “ Give  it  me,”  faid  the  princefs, 
fkretching  out  her  hand,  “ you  ftiall  fee  that  the  daughter 
“ of  your  emperor  has  ftrength  and  fpirit  fufficient  to  rid 
‘‘  herfelf  of  a wretch  who  infults  her.”  The  count,  appre- 
henfive  that  fhe  might  execute  her  threat,  withdrew  the 
fword,  and  demanded  inftant  pardon  ; and,  as  the  princefs 
told  the  ftory  with  great  humour,  became  the  derifion  of  the 
court 

Anne  efpoufed,  in  1725,  Charles  Frederick  duke  of  Hol- 
ffein-Gottorp,  to  whom  Ihe  had  been  long  betrothed.  Bred 
up  with  the  expe(5tation  of  two  crowns  t,  file  was  difap- 

pointed 


“ inimitable  au  fard  ; les  yeux  d’une  cou- 
“ leur  indecile  et  d’un  feu  eblouifant.  Eref, 
“ de  pied  en  cap  I’enyie  n’y  pouvoit  trou- 
“ ver  aucun  defaut.  Avec  cela  un  juge- 
“ ment  penetrant,  une  vraie  candeur  et 
“ bonte  de  caraft^re,  libcrale,  et  magni- 
“ fique,  ties  bien  inftruite,  parlant  elegam- 
“ ment  fa  langue  maternetle,  le  Francois, 

rAlleinand,  Titalien  ct  le  Suedois.”  Baffe- 
v,'\tz  in  Buf.  Hif.  Mag.  IX.  p.  370,  371. 

* Baflewitz,  p.  371. 

f Thofe  of  Sweden  and  RnlEa:  the 
former  by  marriage,  and  the  latter  by  her 
father’s  nomination. 

With  rcipc6t  to  the  former,  her  hulband, 
the  only  fon  of  Hedwige  cldcft  lifter  of 
Charles  XII.  was,  upon  that  monarch’s 
death,  the  undoubted  heir  of  the  Swcdifii 
crown,  but  was  ftt  alide  by  the  Swedes, 
who  preferred  \Jbrica  Eleonora  Charles’s 
youngtft  Slier,  See  Gctuaiojjical  Table  of 


the  Houfe  of  Vafa,  and  the  chapter  on  the 
death  of  Charles  XII.  btvth  in  the  next  vo- 
lume. 

As  to  her  expeftations  of  the  Ruffian 
crown,  BalTevitz,  her  hulband’s  minifter, 
pofitively  allerts,  that  Peter  I.  had  formed 
the  refolution  of  raifing  her  to  the  throne. 
“ C’etoit  dans  les  mains  de  cette  princelTe, 
“ que  Pierre  le  Grand  fouhaitoit  de  voir 
“ pafler  fon  feeptre.”  Buf.  Hif.  Mag.  IX. 
p.  371. 

A Ihort  time  before  his  laft  tllnefs  he  ex- 
plained to  her  and  the  duke  pf  Holftein  the 
fyftcm  he  had  purfued  during  his  reign,  and 
inftruifled  them  in  the  details  of  govern- 
ment. While  he  lay  upon  his  death-bed, 
having  recovered  his  underftandirig  by  a 
momentary  intermiffion  of  the  delirium  (fee 
Chapter  VIII.  on  Catharine  I.),  he  called 
for  Anne  to  dictate  his  laft  fentiments,  but 
upon  her  arrival  he  rclapfcd  into  his  former 

ftate 
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pointed  of  both  ; nominated  by  her  mother  Catharine  I.  one 
of  the  council  of  regency  daring  the  minority  of  Peter 
excluded  from  that  council  after  having  only  once  taken  her 
feat,  by  the  defpotifm  of  prince  Menzikof,  whom  flie  herfelf 
had  promoted  with  all  her  influence ; driven  from  Ruflia 
by  the  mandate  of  that  arrogant  minifter,  (lie  retired  with 
her  hufband  to  Kiel,  where  flie  died  in  1 7 2 8,  in  the  2 2d  year 
of  her  age,  and  leaving  one  fon,  the  unfortunate  Peter  III. 

Her  coufin  the  emprefs  Anne  fecond  daughter  of 
Ivan  Alexievitch,  lies  interred  in  the  fame  cathedrah 
She  was  widow  of  the  duke  of  Courland  ; and  refided 
at  Mittau  when  flie  was  unexpectedly  called  to  take 


flate  of  infendbility.  Ibid.  p.  372. 

It  alfo  appears,  from  the  following  extrafts 
from  Sir  Luke  Schaube’s  papers,  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  that 
Peter  had  even  taken  fome  fteps  towards 
fettling  the  crown  upon  his  daughter  Anne. 
“ Le  Cardinal  [Dubois]  ne  paroit  guere 
touche  de  rinjuftice  qui  feroit  faite  au 
“ fils  du  czarowitz  ; et  il  dit,  que  fi  le  czar 
“ reglcroit  la  fuccejjion  en  faveur  de  fa  jille,  il 
“ faudroit  bien  que  ceux  qui  voudroient  fe 
“ Her  avec  lui  de  fon  vivant,  promilTent  de 
“ la  maintenjr  apr^s  fa  roort,  apres  laquelle 
“ toutefois  il  arriveroit  vraj’femblablement 
de  cette  difpofition  comme  fi  elle  n’avoit 
“ jamais  exille.”  Extraft  of  a letter  from 
Sir  Luke  Schaube  to  Lord  Carteret,  dated 
Paris  Jan.  20,  1722. 

“ Ce  que  les  minifires  Mofeovites  difoi- 
ent  au  Monf.  de  Campredon  que  le  czar 
“ voulut  fe  procurer  une  garantie  pour  la 
^'‘fuccejjion  d fes  ctats  de  la  maniere  qu'il  fe 
“ propofe  deVetahllr,  paroit  fort  fingulier,  &c. 
*■*  Par  rapport  a Vexclufian  de  fon  petit-fihen. 
‘•'•  faveur  de  fa  filk,  fans  marquer  en  meme 
“ temps  a quel  prince  il  la  defiine.”  Ex- 
trad  from  a Letter  of  Lord  Carteret  to  the 
Cardinal  dn  Bois,  dated  Jan.  (721-2. 

The  decree  which  he  iffued  in  February, 
1722,  feemed  a prelude  to  this  appointment, 


which  was  probably  prevented  by  the  fud* 
dennefs  of  his  death. 

Catharine  1.  was  no  lefs  inclined  to  ap- 
point Anne  her  fucceflbr,  and  a firong. 
party  was  formed  in  her  favour  ; but  that 
emprefs  was  prevented  from  following  her 
inclinations  in  this  inftance  by  the  Ihort- 
nefs  of  her  reign,  and  the  danger  of  ex- 
cluding Peter  Alexievitch,  who,  as  the 
grandfon  of  Peter  the  Great,  was  fupported 
by  a ftill  more  powerful  party. 

* “ The  czarina  is  about  my  height, 
“ but  a very  large  made  woman,  very  well 
“ fiiaped  for  her  fize,  and  ealy  and  grace* 
“ fuL  in  her  perfon.  She  has  a brown  com- 
“ plexion,  black  hair,  dark  and  blue  eyes  ; 
“ file  has  an  awfulnefs  in  her  countenance 
“ thatftrikes  you  at  firft  fight;  but  when  Ihe 
“ fpeaks,  (he  has  a fraile  about  her  mouth 
“ that  is  inexprelfibly  fweet.  She  talks  a 
“ good  deal  to  every  body,  and  has  fuch  aa 
“ affability  in  her  addrefs,  that  you  feenv 
“ talking  to  an  equal;  and  yet  (he  doe» 
“ not,  for  one  moment,  drop  the  dignity, 
“ of  a fovereign.  She  feems  to  have  great 
“humanity;  and  is,  I think,  what  one 
“ would  call  a fine  agreeable  woman  were 
“ (lie  a private  perfon.”  Letters  by  a Lady 
from  Ruffia. 
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BOOK  poITeffion  of  the  empire.  Upon  the  death  of  Peter  II.  with- 
/ .mirifTnOj  the  fceptre,  according  to  Catharine’s  wiP,  ought  to 
tiave  reverted  to  her  grandfon,  afterwards  Peter  III.  fon  of 
Anne  of  HoUfein  ; but  as  hereditary  right  was  aboliflted  by 
Peter’s  decree,  and  no  fuccelTor  was  appointed  by  Peter  11. 
a privy  council  of  eight  nobles,  in  whom  the  regal  power 
wzs  veiled  at  the  deceafe  of  the  emperor,  formed  a plan  for 
limiting  the  enormous  prerogative  of  the  crown ; leaving  the 
.title  and  pomp  of  royalty  to  the  reigning  monarch,  but  re- 
ferving  to  themfelves  the  whole  fupreme  authority.  Hav- 
ing, according  to  this  proje6f,  drawn  up  certain  conditions  to 
be  ratified  by  the  future  fovereign,  they  chofe  the  princefs 
Anne  in  preference  to  the  family  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  to 
her  eldefi:  filler  Catharine  of  Mecklenburgh,  becaufe,  having- 
no  legal  claim,  fhe  would  more  readily  be  induced  to  agree 
to  any  terms  which  might  fecure  her  the  fucceffion.  Anne 
figned  the  articles  without  hefitation,  only  for  the  purpqfe  of 
breaking  them  with  greater  facility  ; and  fhe  had  fcarcely 
arrived  at  Mofcow  before  fhe  was  enabled,  by  the  affiflance 
of  the  guards,  to  annul  the  a(5l  of  renunciation,  to  diflblve 
the  privy  council  itfelf,  and  to  re-alTume  the  imperial  autho- 
rity in  as  unlimited  a form  as  it  had  ever  been  enjoyed  by 
any  of  her  predeceflbrs.  This  emprefs  refigned  herfelf  im- 
plicitly to  the  diredion  of  Biren,  a native  of  Courland,  who, 
from  the  lowell  extradlion,  had  rifen  to  be  abfolute  fa- 
vourite of  his  miftrefs,  and  regulated  all  her  councils  with 
the  moil  arbitrary  fway. 

Anne  has  generally  been  cenfured  for  her  feverity, 
and  is  faid  to  have  ruled  the  Ruffians  with  the  knoot 
in  her  hand.  But  the  cruelties  which  tarniflied  her 
reign  mufl  be  attributed  to  the  brutal  temper  of  Biren. 
'fhe  emprefs  herfelf  was  naturally  of  an  humane  difpofi- 
lion  ; file  frequently  oppofed  the  fanguinary  meafurcs  of 
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her  favourite,  and  in  vain  endeavoured  to  foften  his  mercilefs  chap. 

. V. 

difpofition,  by  fubmitting  frequently  to  intreaties,  and  inter-  ^ / < 

ceding  even  with  tears,  for  the  unfortunate  objedts  of  his 
refentment  '^  But,  in  eifedt,  the  fovereign  who  permits  cru- 
elties is,  and  ought  to  be,  equally  guilty  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  with  the  fovereign  who  commands  them  ; and  polfe- 
rity  juftly  imputes  to  the  miftrefs  the  vices  of  the  fervant 
who  is  uncontrouled  in  his  abufe  of  power.  Anne  died  on 
the  17th  of  06tober,  1740,  after  having  nominated  for  her 
fucceflhr  her  nephew  Ivan,  then  an  infant,  with  a view  of 
prolonging  the  reign  of  Biren,  whom  fl^e  appointed  regent 
during  the  minority  of  that  emperor. 

As  I viewed  the  tomb  of  Elizabeth,  I recalled  to  my  re- 
colledlion  the  motley  charadfer  of  that  indolent  and  volup- 
tuous emprefs,  who,  by  the  revolution  of  1 741,  renewed  in 
her  perfon  the  line  of  Peter  the  Great  upon  the  throne  of 
Ruffia.  Elizabeth  was  born  in  1709,  and,  when  arrived- at 
years  of  maturity,  was  extremely  admired  for  her  great  per- 
fonal  attradlions  t. 

Her 


* “ J’ai  ete  prefent,”  writes  Count 
Munich,  “ lorl'que  I’imperatrice  pleuroit  a 
chaudes  larmes  for  ce  qiie  Biron  fiilmi- 
“ noit  & mena^oit  de  ne  vouloir  plus  fervir 
fi  I’impcratrice  ne  facrifioit  Volinfki  & 
“ ainii  des  autres.”  Ebauche,  &c.  p iig. 
Mrs.  Vigor  fays  of  her,  “ I have  often 
feen  her  melt  into  tears  at  a melancholy 
“ flory,  and  (he  ftiews  fiich  unafFeded  hor- 
“ ror  at  any  mark  of  cruelty,  that  her 
“ mind  to  me  feems  compol'cd  of  the  moft 
“ amiable  qtialities  that  I have  ever  ob- 
“ ferved  in  any  one  perfon  ; which  feems  a 
“ particular  mark  of  the  goodnefs  of  Fro- 
“ vidence,  as  (lie  is  pofTelfed  of  fuch  power.” 
Letters  from  Ruffia,  p.  89. 

t Mrs.  Vigor  thus  defcribes  the  perfon 
of  Elizabeth  in  the  24tli  year  of  her  age. 


“The  princefs  Elixabeth,  who  • is,  yoir 
“ know,  a daughter  of  Peter  I.  is.-  rcty 
“ handfome.  She  is  very  fair,  with  light 
“ brown  hair,  large  fprightly  blue  eyes,  line 
“ teeth,  and  a pretty  month.  She  is  in. 
“ clinable  to  be  fat,  but  is  very  genteelj 
“ and  dances  better  than  any  one  I ever 
“ faw.  She  fpcaks  German,  French,  and 
“ Italian  ; is  extremely  gay,  and  talks-to 
“ every  body,  in  a very  proper  manner,  in 
“ the  circle,  but  hates  the  ceremony  of  a 
“ court,” 

And  again,  “ She  has  an  affability  and 
“ fweetuefs  of  behaviour  that  infenlihly  in- 
“ fpires  love  and  relped.  In  publick  (he 
“ has  an  unafiefted  gaiety,  and  a certain 
“ air  of  giddinc(s,  that  feem  entirely  to 
“ polfeis  lier  whole  imad ; but  in  private,  I 
“ have 
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Her  beauty,  as  well  as  her  rank  and  large  dowry,  occafi- 
oned  feveral  offers,  none  of  which,  however,  took  place,  and 
fhe  died  fingle.  During  the  life  of  her  father  PeteiT.  a nego- 
tiation had  commenced  for  her  marriage  with  Louis  XV.  but 
although  not  ferioufly  adopted  by  the  court  of  France,  it  w^as 
never  relinquifhed  until  the  daughter  of  Staniflaus,  titular 
king  of  Poland,  was  publickly  affianced  to  the  young  mo- 
narch. By  the  will  of  Catharine,  Elizabeth  was  betrothed  to 
Charles  Auguftus,  bifhop  of  Lubeck,  duke  of  Slefwick  and 
Holftein,  and  brother  to  the  late  king  of  Sweden,  but  he  died 
before  the  completion  of  the  ceremony.  In  the  reign  of 
Peter  II.  ffie  was  demanded  by  Charles  Margrave  of  Anfpach ; 
in  1741  by  the  Perfian  tyrant  Kouli  Khan;  and  at  the  time 
of  the  revolution  the  regent  Anne  endeavoured  to  force  her 
to  efpoufe  prince  Louis  of  Brunfwick,  for^'hom  ffie  enter- 
tained a fettled  averfion  From  the  period  of  her  acceffion 
ffie  renounced  all  thoughts  of  the  connubial  ftate,  and 
adopted  her  nephew  Peter.  Her  diflike  to  marriage,  how- 
ever, certainly  did  not  proceed  from  any  difinclination  to 
man  ; for  ffie  would  freely  and  frequently  own  to  her  con- 
fidents that  file  was  never  happy  but  when  ffie  was  in  love  +, 
if  we  may  dignify  by  that  name  a capricious  paffion  ever 
changing  its  objedl.  The  fame  charafteriftick  warmth  of 
temper  hurried  her  no  lefs  to  the  extremes  of  devotion  : ffie 

“ have  heard  her  talk  in  fuch  a flrain  of  * See  Manftein’s  Memoirs,  p.  25.  285. 
“ good  fenfe  and  fleady  reafoning,  that  I 309. 

“ am  perfuaded  the  other  behaviour  is  a t “ E'le  ctolt  voluptu«tife  a I’exces,  nee 
'‘feint;  but  Aic  feems  eafy  : I fay  Jeems^  de  fang  voluptueXix,  &:  elle  difoit  fouvent  a 
“ for  who  knows  the  heart  ? In  fiiort,Ihe  “ fes  confidentes,  (ju’elle  n’etoit  contente 
**  is  an  amiable  creature  ; and  though  I “ que  tant  qii’elle  ctoit  amoureufe  ; mais 
“ think  the  throne  very  worthily  filled,  yet  “ elle  ctoit  avee  cela  fort  inconl^rmte  & 
" I cannot  hclj)  wiAiing  flie  were  to  be  the  “ changeoit  fouvent  de  favoris.”  Ebauche, 
“ fucceflTor  at  lead.”  Letters  from  Riilfia,  Stc.  p.  170. 
p.  73  and  76. 

• was 
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was  fcriipuloufly  exa6l  in  her  annual  confelTions  of  the  chap. 
wanderings  of  her  heart,  in  expreffing  the  utmoft  contrition, ' — J- — ' 
and  in  pun6lually  adhering  both  in  publick  and  private  to  the 
minuteft  ceremonies  and  ordinances  of  the  church. 

With  refpedl  to  her  difpofition  and  turn  of  mind,  flie  is 
generally  ftyled  the  humane  Elizabeth,  as  fhe  made  a vow 
upon  her  acceflion  to  inflid:  no  capital  punifliments  during 
her  reign;  and  is  reported  to  have  Ihed  tears  upon  the  news 
of  every  vidlory  gained  by  her  troops,  from  the  refledtion 
that  it  could  not  have  been  obtained  without  great  bloodlhed. 

But  although  no  criminal  was  formally  executed  in  publick,  yet 
the  Rate  prifons  were  filled  with  wn'etched  fufferers,  many  of 
whom,  unheard  of  and  unknown,  periflied  in  the  damp  and 
unwholefome  dungeons  : the  ftate  inquifition,  or  fecret  com- 
mittee, appointed  to  judge  perfons  fufpe£l:ed  of  high  treafon, 
had  conftant  occupation  during  her  reign  ; many  upon  the 
flighteft  furmizes  were  tortured  in  fecret ; many  underwent 
the  knoot  and  expired  under  the  infli6tion.  But  the  tranf- 
adlion  which  refletfts  the  higheft  difgrace  upon  her  reign, 
was  the  publick  punhhment  of  two  ladies  of  fafliion  ; the 
countefies  Beftuchef  and  Lapookin : each  received  fifty 
firokes  of  the  knoot  in  the  open  fquare  of  Peterfburgh, 
their  tongues  were  cut  out,  and  they  were  baniflied  into 
Siberia.  One  of  thefe  ladies,  Madame  Lapookin,  efteemed  the 
handfomeft  woman  in  Ruffia,  was  accufed  of  carrying  on  a 
fecret  correfpondence  with  the  French  embaflTador ; but  her 
real  crime  was  her  having  commented  too  freely  on  the 
emprefies  amours.  Even  the  mere  relation  of  fuch  an  af- 
fetfiing  feene,  as  that  of  a woman  of  great  beauty  and  high 
rank  publickly  expofed  and  fconrged  by  the  common  exe- 
cutioner, mufi:  excite  the  ftrongeft  emotions  of  horror,  and 

* See  Remarks  on  her  celebrated  eclift,  which  aboliflred  'Capital  punifliments,  in  the 
chapter  on  the  Penal  Laws  of  Rufliadn  the  next  volume. 

VoL.  I.  X X x forbid 
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BOOK  forbid  US  to  venerate  the  memory  of  a princefs,  who,  with 
— , fuch  little  regard  to  her  own  fex,  could  iffue  thofe  barbarous 
commands. 

But  let  us  lament  the  inconliftency  of  human  nature  ; 
and,  in  confidering  the  character  of  Elizabeth,  let  us  not  deny 
that  her  heart,  perhaps  naturally  benevolent,  was  occafionally 
corrupted  by  power,  and  heeled  with  fufpicion ; and  that 
although  mercy  might  predominate  wdienever  it  did  not  in- 
terfere with  her  paflions  and  prejudices,  yet  fhe  by  no  means 
deferves  the  appellation  of  humane,  the  moft  noble  attri- 
bute of  a fovereign,  when  it  interpofes  to  temper  and  miti- 
gate the  fe verity  of  juftice.  Elizabeth  died  in  1761,  in  the 
twenty- firh  year  of  her  reign,  and  in  the  53d  of  hen  age : 
fhe  expired  in  December,  the  fame  month  in  which  flie  was 
born,  and  in  which  fhe  acceded  to  the  throne. 

In  the  fortrefs  is  afmall  arfenal,  which,  among  other  mi- 
litary flores,  contains  fome  antient  cannon,  call  in  the  middle 
of  the  fixteenth  century  under  the  reign  of  Ivan  Vaflilie- 
vitch  II.  and  which  I was  furprized  to  find  of  fuch  good 
workmanship.  ' I had  occafion  to  mention  in  a former  chap- 
ter, that  the  art  of  calling  cannon  was  introduced  into  Ruffia 
under  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.  by  Ariftotle  of  Bologna.  Ivan  II. 
did  not  fail  to  imitate  the  example  of  his  grandfather  in  pro- 
curing, by  means  of  foreign  artills,  the  bell  artillery;  and  it  is 
to  this  precaution  that  both  thefe  monarchs  were  chiefly  in- 
debted for  their  fuccelfes  in  war,,  and  for  the  conqueft  of  fe- 
veral  provinces,  which  they  annexed  to  their  hereditary  do- 
minions. 

'*  I was  informed  from  iindo'rtbted  an-  crctly  to  order  the  executioner  to  knoot  to 
thoij:y,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  obtain  dcatb  thofe  delinquents  who  were  found 
Elizabeth’s  confent  for  the  execution  of  guilty  of  the  mod  atrocious  crimes.  It  is 
a felon  who  had  even  committed  the  a pity  that  (lie  did  not  referve  her  huma- 
mod  hot  rid  fpcclcs  of  premeditattd  murder,  nity,  which  in  this  inflance  was  cruelty  to 
and  that  the  mailer  of  the  police  tiled  fc-  htr  people,  for  more  refpeiftablc  objects. 
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In  a feparate  building  of  the  fortrefs  is  the  mint.  The  chap. 
gold  and  lilver  is  fent  from  the  mines  of  Siberia,  and  thp, 
reparation  is  performed  in  its  laboratory.  VVe  furveyed  the 
whole  procefs  from  the  firft  fmelting  of  the  ore  to  the  coin- 
ing. Among  the  lilver  we  obferved  a large  quantity  of  Dutch 
dollars,  which  were  melting  down  in  order  to  be  recoined  in 
roubles.  Peter  I.  wanting  filver  for  the  new  coinage,  iffued  out 
a decree,  that  all  the  cuftoms  fliould  be  paid  in  Dutch  dollars  ; 
at  prefent  half  the  duties  are  hill  difcharged  in  that  money  by 
all  foreign  merchants,  excepting  the  Englifli,  wdio  are  ex- 
empted by  treaty.  But  as  the  gold  and  lilver  obtained  from  the 
mines  of  Siberia,  with  the  addition  of  the  dollars,  are  by  no 
means  fufhcient  for  the  money  in  circulation  ; a confider- 
able  quantity  of  both  thefe  metals  are  annually  imported. 

The  coinage,  in  its  prefent  debafed  hate,  muh  be  very  ad- 
vantageous, as  in  the  gold  there  is  fo  much  alloy,  that  a 
])rofit  of  48  per  cent,  is  gained,  and  in  the  filver  of  37 
This  hate  of  the  Ruffian  money  renders  ufelefs  the  prohibi- 
tion againh  exporting  it,  and  is  produdlive  of  one  mifchievous 
effedf,  that  it  promotes  the  contraband  introduchion  of  falfe 
coin  from  foreign  countries,  upon  which  a confiderable  profit 
is  acquired. 

Among  the  remarkable  objedls  in  the  mint,  the  machine 
for  hamping  the  coin  deferves  to  be  mentioned  becaufe  it 
was  invented  by  her  prefent  majehy,  and  is  eheemed  a very 
ingenious  and  limple  piece  of  mechanifm. 

Within  the  fortrefs  is  a four-oared  boat,  which  is  fecured, 

\vith  great  veneration,  in  a brick  building,  conhru(hed  for 
that  purpofe,  and  preferved  as  a memorial  to  future  ages  of 


See  lUtai  fur  le  commerce  dc  Ruflic,  that  of  the  former  reigns  is  laid  down,  as  I 
L’.  X.  where  tlie  reader  will  find  a very  ac»  tvas  informed  from  good  authority,  with 
curate  llate  of  theRullian  coinage,  in  which  great  exa^tnels,  p.  254 — 255. 
the  diflerence  of  tlic  prefent  money  from 
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L-.ywit  the  Little  Grandfire\  and>  in  the  latter  part  of  his  reign, 
ordered  it  to  be  tranfported  to  Peterfburgh : it  was  condudted 
in  folemn  proceffion,  in  order  to  excite  the  admiration  of 
the  people,  and  held  up  that  they  might  compare  in  what 
condition  he  had  found  the  marine,  and  to  what  perfedlion 
he  had  brought  it.  The  hiftory  of  this  little  boat  is  worthy 
of  notice,  as  well  becaufe  it  comprehends  the  firft  rife  of  the 
navy,  as  becaufe,  during  the  courfe  of  this  narrative,  1 fhall 
be  enabled  to  obferve  fundry  errors  which  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  many  hiftorians  of  Peter  the  Great;  and  which, 
if  not  duly  corredted,  will  be  confecrated  by  time,  and  be 
admitted  as  truths. 

fhall  begin  by  remarking,  that  there  is  not  the  leail: 
foundation  in  the  report  - that  Peter  was  naturally  afraid  of 
the  water,  and  that  he  had  the  utmoft:  difficulty  in  furmount- 
ing this  averhon  : on  the  contrary,,  he  feems  to  have  alwayo 

to  the  great  regret  of  all  lovers  of  hiftoiy, 
has  been  prevented  by  other  occiipationa' 
from  carrying  his  defign  into  execution. 

I find,  from  Bachmeifter’s  Ruff.  Bibl.  for 
1782,  that  a German  tranflation  of  it  is 
given  in  Part  IV.  of  the  Journal  of  St.  Pe- 
terfburgh for  1782,  which  1 have  not  yet  feen- 
Gordon  died  in  1699,  fo  much  regretted  by 
the  tzar,  that,  to  ufe  the  words  of  his  rela- 
tion, “ His  majefty  vifited  him  five  times- 
“ during  his  illnefs,  was  prefent  the  mo- 
ment  he  expired,  and  fliut  bis  eyes  vvkli 
“ his  own  hand.” 

The  fame  author  alfo  fays  of  him,  greatly 
to  his  honour,  “ General  Gordon  was  a 
“ fober  man,  in  a country  where  drinking 
“ is  much  in  fafiiion  ; and  though  he  ufed 
“ to  be  much  in  the  czar’s  company,  his 
“ majefly,  knowing  his  inclinations,  would 
“ never  allow  him  to  be  urged.  He  was 
“ ever  mindful  of  his  bufinefs,  and  did  great 
“ fervice  to  the  Ruffian  nation.”  Gordon’s 
Hi-ft.  of  Peter  the  Great,  vol.  I.  j).  137,  138. 

expreffied 


* L’Evefque  has  adopted  this  notion,  and 
he  cites  for  his  authority  a Hiftory  of  Peter 
the  Great  in  the  Sclavonian  tongue,  firfl 
printed  at  Venice,  and  republiflied  at  Pe- 
terfburgh, with  Notes,  by  Prince  Sherebatof. 
He  feems  to  cite  from  the  text,  and  not 
from  the  notes.  But  I may  venture  to  con- 
tradiiR  this  notion  from  the  undoubted  au- 
thority of  General  Patrick  Gordon,  cited  by 
Mr.  Muller,  in  his  Nachricht  von  der  Urf- 
pung,  &c.  in  Journal  of  St.  Pet.  for  1778, 
p.  241. 

General  Gordon  was  a native  of  Scotland, 
and  v/as  born  in  1635  : having  ferved  with 
glory  in  the  Swedifh  and  Polifli  armies,  he 
entered  into  the  Rulfian  fervicc  in  1661,  in 
v/hich  hfe  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
He  wrote  his  Journal  in  the  Englifli  tongue  : 
it  is  now  in  the  archives  at  Mofeow,  and 
has  never  been  printed.  Mr.  Muller, 
who  lias  made  great  ufe  of  it  in  fome  of  his 
writings,  j)ropfiled  toextraiR  and  publifh  all 
tl;c  circumftancas  relating  to  Rulfia  j but 
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expreffed  a ftrong  attachment  to  that  element.  The  boat,  chap. 

which  has  given  rife  to  this  detail,  was  conftru6led,  during  ' — J 

the  reign  of  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  by  Karftens  Brandt,  a 
Dutch  (hip-right,  whom  Alexey  Michaelovitch  had  invited 
into  Rullia.  Peter  % about  the  year  1691,  accidentally  fee- 
ing this  boat  at  a village  near  Mofcow,  inquired  why  it  was 
built  in  a different  manner  from  all  thofe  which  he  had  hi- 
therto obferved  : Tirpmerman,  a foreigner,  who  taught  him 
fortification,  and  to  whom  he  addrelfed  the  queftion,  in- 
formed him  that  it  was  a velTel  t fo  contrived  as  to  go  againfi: 
the  wind.  Peter’s  curiofity  was  roufed  by  this  intelligence, 
and  Brandt,  who  was  ftill  in  Ruffia,  being  inlfantly  fum- 
moned,  repaired  it  without  delay,  provided  it  with  a maft 
and  rigging,  and,  having  launched  it  upon  the  YauJa,  failed 
in  it,  to  the  furprize  and  afionilhment  of  the  young  tzar, 
who  immediately  embarked  in  it  himfelf,  and,  under  the 
direction  of  Brandt,  foon  learned  to  comprehend  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  veffel. 

Having  repeated  thefe  experiments  upon  the  Yaufa,  as 
well  as  upon  a neighbouring  lake,  to  which  it  was  tranf. 
ported,  he  ordered  Brandt  to  build  a yatch  | upon  the  banks 
of  the  Mofk  va,  which  was  launched  in  1691,  and  in  which 
Peter  embarked  and  failed  as  far  as  Columna.  Animated 
with  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  he  commanded  the  fame 
fliipwright  to  conftrudf,  upon  the  lake  of  Perillaf,  feveral 
fmall  veifels  carrying  guns,  in  which  the  tzar  failed  on  the 

* This  part  is  taken  from  L’Evefque,  Angloife;  but  we  nuift  prefer  the  authority 
who  cites  for  his  authority  the  Life  of  Peter,  of  General  Gordon,  who  fays  it  was  built 
by  the  archbifliop  Theophanes,  with  Notes,  by  Brandt.  Perhaps  Timmerman  might; 
by  Prince  Sherebatof,  Hift.  de  Ruffie,  vol.  think  it  an  Engldh  veffel. 
iV.  p.  III.  t Prom  hence  I f.llow  implicitly  JIul- 

f L’Evefque  htys,  from  the  authority  of  ler’s  Extrads  from.  General  Gordon’s 
Prince  Sherebatof,  that  it  was  une  chaloupe  Journal, 
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BOOK  3t-h  of  February,  the  3d  of  March,  and  the  5th  of  April,  of 

. ! . the  following  year.  On  the  iirlf  of  May  another  veflel  was 

launched,  and  on  the  9th  Peter  returned  to  Mofcow.  The 
death  of  Brandt,  which  foon  followed,  feems  to  have  inter- 
rupted the  increafe  of  this  little  fleet,  but  did  not  prevent 
Peter  from  continuing  his  expeditions  upon  the  lake.  The 
following  extracts,  from  General  Gordon’s  Journal,  will  fhow 
with  what  eagernefs  the  young  monarch  purfued  his  new 
occupation,  when  fuch  trifling  incidents  as  weighing  anchor, 
and  failing  acrofs  a lake,  are  circumflantially  delineated. 

“ Gordon  went  on  the  1 ith  of  Auguft  to  Perellaf ; on 
the  14th  he  was  entertained  in  due  form  and  ceremony  on 
‘‘  board  of  the  admiral’s  ^ fliip ; on  the  1 8th,’^  he  adds,  “ we 
“ failed  from  one  fide  of  the  lake  to  the  oppcfite  bank ; on 
“ the  2ift  we  got  under  way,  and  failed  to  the  other  flde, 
where  we  again  came  to  an  anchor  ; on  the  24th  Gordon 
“ attended  the  tzar  on  fhip-board ; on  the  28  th  we  departed 
“ from  Pcreflaf,  and  on  the  3 lit  reached  Alexaeffk.” 
But  as  the  confined  limits  of  a lake  were  become  too  inade- 
quate to  the  rifing  ideas  of  the  tzar,  he  hurried  to  Archangel, 
where  he  arrived  in  the  month  of  June,  1693. 

“ On  the  17th,”  fays  Gordon,  “ the  poft  brought  the 
“ news  that  the  tzar  had  been  upon  the  White  Sea,  and 
“ was  happily  arrived  into  port,  and  on  the  i ith  of  06tober 
“ he  came  back  to  Mofcow.  In  the  beginning  of  May, 
“ 1694,  he  returned  to  Archangel,  and  continued  in  thofe 
“ parts  until  September,  during  which  time  he  made  fre- 
“ quent  expeditions  upon  the  fea,  and  improved  his  know- 
ledge  of  navigation.” 

* Mr.  Mvillcr  conjcfturcs  that  Le  Fort  was  the  acliniral  of  this  little  fquadron. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  little  adventures,  which  Teemed  nothing  more  than  chap. 

mere  youthful  amufements,  were,  however,  loon  afterwards  wj ■ 

productive  of  the  moll  glorious  event  which  diltinguiflied 
the  reign  of  Peter.  When  the  tzar,  in  his  campaign  of 
1695  againft  the  Turks,  befieged  Azof,  he  found  it  impofli- 
ble  to  take  the  town  without  blocking  up  the  harbour,  and 
as  he  did  not  at  that  time  poflefs  one  Thip,  he  was  compelled 
to  raife  the  liege. 

His  fpirit  being  excited,  rather  than  extinguiflied,  by  this 
difappointment,  he  gave  orders  for  the  immediate  conllruc- 
tion  of  feveral  velTels  : fome  were  framed  at  Occa,  and  tran- 
fported  over  land  to  the  Don ; but  the  greateft  part  were 
built  at  Veronetz.  In  lefs  than  a year  he  renewed  the  liege 
of  Azof,  and  brought  before  it,  to  the  infinite  furprize  of  the 
Turks,  two  men  of  war,  23  gallies,  two  galleots,  and  four 
lire-lhips  With  this  little  fquadron,  which  failed  down 
the  Don  into  the  Black  Sea,  he  blockaded  the  harbour,  gained 
a naval  victory  over  the  Turkifh  gallies,  and  took  Azof.  He 
lignalized  this  wonderful  event  by  a triumphal  entry  into 
Mofeow,  and  by  a medal  reprefenting  the  taking  of  Azof, 
with  a motto  in  Ruffian,  “ ViCtor  by  thunder  and  the  waves.” 

This  fuccefs  was  only  the  prelude  to  (till  greater  atchieve- 
ments  ; and  as  the  fecurity  of  his  new  conquelts  upon  the 
Black  Sea  feemed  to  dept;nd  upon  a powerful  navy,  the  tzar 
having  collected  from  all  quarters  the  moil  expert  Ihip- 
builders,  _and  himfelf  fiiperintended  the  neccffiiry  prepara- 
tions at  Veronetz,  Azof,  and  Taganroc,  lat  out  upon  his  iiril 
expedition  into  foreign  parts.  In  1699,  Toon  after  his  re- 
turn, he  was  prelent  at  a naval  review  upon  the  Black  Sea, 
in  which  ten  fripates  were  engaged,  the  largelt  carrying 
fifty,  and  the  Tmalieft  twenty-fix  guns  f : and  the  Ruffian 

•*  S.  R.  Cv,  voi.  [\.  p.  226.  t ibkl.  p.  LS4. 
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BOOK  navy,  in  the  harbours  of  the  Euxine,  conftru6led  and  upon 
^ the  ftocks,  is  defcribed,  only  three  years  after  the  firfl  prepa- 
rations, as.  confifting  of  nine  fliips  of  6o  guns,  ten  of  50, 
ten  of  48,  two  of  42,  fourteen  of  34,  two  of  32,  three  of 
30,  one  of  26,  one  of  24,  four  of  18,  three  of  14,  and  four 
of  8 guns;  belide  18  triremes,  100  brigantines,  and  300 
boats  in  the  Dnieper.  This  ftupendous  account  would  be 
almoft  incredible  if  it  was  not  recorded  by  the  fecretary 
to  the  Auftrian  embafly,  then  refident  at  Mofcow.  It  is 
fcarcely  paralleled  by  the  naval  exertions  of  the  Romans  in 
the  firft  Punick  war.  • , 

The  rapidity  with  which  Peter  created  his  fleet  for  the 
Black  Sea,  was  equalled  by  flmilar  exertions  upon  the  Bal- 
tick  after  the  acquifition  of  Cronftadt  and  the  foundation  of 
Peterfburgh.  But  to  return  to  the  boat  which  occafioned  this 
interefting  detail,  and  which,  according  to  Peter  I.  was  the 
original  caufe  of  the  Ruffian  navy.  In  1 7 23  Peter,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  Perfian  expedition,  ordered  it  to  be  tranfported  from 
Mofcow  to  the  new  metropolis,  and  gave  a publick  entertain- 


* Korb  riarium.  The  reader  will  find, 
\n  p.  236,  a catalogue  of  the  names  of  all 
thefe  vefiels,  together  with  the  breadth, 
length,  depth,  number  of  guns,  and  com- 
plement of  men, 

Le  Bruyn,  who  was  at  Veronetz  in  1703, 
mentions  the  fiiipping  in  tlie  following 
words  : “ With  regard  to  the  fiiips  here, 
“ we  faw  fifteen  in  the  water,  four  men  of 

war,  the  biggefi:  of  5+  guns,  three  vi£lu- 
“ allers,  two  fire -fiiips,  and  fix  bomb? 
“ ketches.  On  Ihore,  and  ready  to  be 
“ launched,  were  five  men  of  war,  after 
“ the  Dutch  fafiiion,  from  60  to  64  guns, 
“ two  after  the  Italian  from  to  54,  a 
“ galcafs  after  the  Venetian,  and  four  gal- 
“ lies,  befides  17  gallies  at  Sielbfskie,  two 
**  verfts  from  the  town.  Befides  all  this, 
■“  they  were  at  work  upon  five  men  of  war 


“ after  the  Englifli  built,  two  bored  for  74 
“ guns,  and  two  for  60  or  64;  the  fifth, 
“ which  is  called  after  his  majefty,  becaufe 
“ he  had  the  direffion  of  her  upon  the 
“ ftocks,  is  bored  for  86  guns.  They  were 
“ at  work  allb  upon  a packet-boat;  and 
“ afiiore,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
“ were  about  200  brigantines,  moft  of  them 
“ built  at  Veronis;  and  at  this  time  there 
“ were  400  ftout  brigantines  upon  the  Nie- 
“ per,  and  the  Boryfthenes,  in  the  neigh- 
“ bonrhood  of  Crim  Tarlary  ; and  300  flat 
“ bottomed  vefleis  upon  the  Volga ; be- 
“ fides  18  men  of  war  at  Afoph,  a bomb 
“ velTel,  and  a yatcht  The  czar  has  feveral 
“ other  (hips,  tlic  largeft  of  which  is  of  66 
“ guns,  four  from  41  to  30,  five  of  36,  two 
“ of  34,  and  others  fmaller,  the  leaft  of  28 
“ gunfl.”  LeBruyn’s  Travels,  vol.  1.  p.62. 
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ment,  which  was  called  the  Conjecration  of  the  Little  Grand--  chap. 
Jtre,  The  fleet,  coriflfting  of  twenty-feven  men  of  war, . 
was  ranged  at  Cronftadt  in  the  form  of  an  half  moon,  when 
his  majefty  embarked  in  this  boat,  himfelf  fleering,  while 
three  admirals  and  prince  Menzikof  performed  the  office  of 
rowers  ; being  then  towed  by  two  floops,  it  made  a fmall 
circuit  in  the  Gulf,  and,  returning  by  the  fleet,  the  fhips,  as 
it  paflTed  along,  flruck  their  flags  and  fainted  with  all  their 
guns,  while  the  Little  Grandfire  returned  each  falute  by  a 
difcharge  of  three  fmall  pieces.  It  was  then  brought  into 
the  harbour,  and  furrounded  by  the  men  of  war. 

A few  days  afterwards  the  Little  Grandfire  was  conveyed 
to  St.  Peterfbiirgh,  where  its  arrival  was  folemnized  by  a 
mafquerade  upon  the  water  T his  memorable  boat,  freighted 
with  the  emperor,  j^roceeded  to  the  fortrefs,  and  was  con- 
dudted,  Peter  himfelf  aififling  in  the  ceremony,  under  the 
difcharge  of  all  the  artillery,  to  the  place  where  it  was  de- 
pofited  as  a memorial  to  i^oflerity,  and  where  it  now  re- 
mains enflirined. 

From  the  fortrefs  we  took  water,  and  landed  at  an  adja- 
cent fpot  in  the  Ifland  of  Peterfburgh,  near  a wooden  hovel, 
which  is  dignified  by  its  having  ferved  for  the  habitation  of 
Peter  the  Great  while  the  fortrefs  was  conflrudting.  It  flill 
exifls  in  its  original  flate  ; and  flands  under  a brick  build- 
ing, purpofely  erefted  to  prefer ve  it  from  deftru»51:ion.  The 
houfe  is  no  more  than  a ground  floor,  and  confifls  of  three 
rooms,  which  I had  the  curiofity  to  meafure.  They  are 
only  eight  feet  in  height : the  apartment  for  the  reception 
of  company,  as  it  was  called,  is  1 5 feet  fquarc  ; the  dining 
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BOOK  room  is  1 5 by  1 2 ; and  the  bed-chamber  ten  feet  fquare. 
> — A-' Near  this  houfe  is  another  four-oared  boat,  the  work  of 
Peter’s  own  hands,  and  which  has  been  erroneoufly  called 
the  Little  Grardftre^  an  honourable  appellation  due  only  to 
that  juft  defcribed. 
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C H A P.  VI. 

Palace  and  gardens  of  Sarlko-Selo. — Oranienbaiim. — Hif- 
tory  of  Prince  Menzikof. — Fortrefs. — Apartments  0/ Peter 
III. — Palace  and  Gardens  o/Peterhof. — Dutch  houfe  built 
by  Peter  the  Great. — Schluffelburgh. — Origin^  hijiory^  and 
defcription  of  the  fortrefs, 

AS,  upon  our  arrival  at  Peterfburgh,  the  feafon  of  the  chap. 

year  was  far  advanced,  we  had  no  time  or  opportunity . 
to  vifit  many  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  capital. 

We  contrived,  however,  before  the  approach  of  winter,  to 
make  excurlions  to  Sarlko-Selo,  to  Oranienbaum  and  Pe- 
terhof,  and,  laftly,  to  Schluffelburgh  ; an  account  of  which 
places  forms  the  fubje^t  of  the  prefent  chapter. 

Sarffo-Selo,  an  imperial  palace,  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Peterfburgh,  is  the  favourite  fummer  refidence  of  the  em- 
prefs,  where  flie  lives  in  a more  retired  manner  than 
when  file  is  at  Peterhof.  This  palace,  which  was  built  by 
Elizabeth,  is  a brick  edifice  ftuccoed  white  ; is  of  difpropor- 
tionate  length,  and  in  a niofl  heavy  fiyle  of  architedlure. 

The  capitals  of  the  outfide  pillars,  many  other  exterior  orna- 
ments, and  the  feries  of  wooden  flatues  which  fupport  the 
cornice  and  adorn  the  roof,  are  all  gilded,  and  exhibit  a moll: 
tawdry  appearance.  The  apartments  are  large  and  magni- 
ficent : fome  are  fitted  up  in  the  old  fiyle  of  gawdy  profu- 
iion ; others  in  a lefs  fplendid,  but  more  elegant  tafie,  by 
her  prefent  majefty.  One  room  is  much  admired,  being 
richly  incrufted  with  amber,  a prefent  from  the  king  of 
Pruffia. 

. Having 
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00^  Having  viewed  the  palace,  we  walked  round  the  gardens^ 
which  are  laid  out  in  the  Englifh  tade,  and  are  prettily 
diverfified  with  lawn,  wood,  and  water.  Among  feveral 
bridges,  we  were  particularly  ftruck  with  one  built  after  the 
model  of  Lord  Pembroke’s  Palladian  bridge  at  Wilton..  It 
is  exactly  of  the  fame  fize,  but  more  magnificent,  the  lower 
part  being  of  granite,  and  the  colonade  of  marble.  The 
latter  was  hewn  and  worked  in  Siberia  by  an  Italian  artift, 
who  employed  nine  years  in  completing  it.  From  Siberia 
it  was  tranfported  by  water  to  Peterlburgh,  and  from  the 
capital  to  Sarlko-Selo  by  land..  It  was  a pleafing  fatisfaclion 
to  obferve  our  works  of  tafte  introduced  into  thefe  diftant 
and,  formerly,  inhofpitable  regions.  Several  buildings  were 
fcattered  about  the  gardens,  many  of  which  were  raifed  in 
honour  of  thofe  perfons  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the 
imperial  fervice  : among  thefe  1 remarked  a triumphal  arch 
to  Prince  Orlof,  for  repairing  to  Mofcow  in  order  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  the  plague,  which  raged  wkh  great  violence 
in  that  city  ; a building  to  Count  Alexey  Orlof,  in  memory 
of  the  naval  victory  at  1 chefme  ; and  an  obelifk  to  Marfiial 
Romanzof,  for  his  fucceiies  againll  the  Turks. 

Our  next  excurfion  was  to  Peterhof,  Oranienbaum  and 
Cronftadt 

The  road  lay  at  a final  1 diftance  from  the  Gulf  of  Fin- 
land, at  firit  through  a flat  country,  chiefly  marfhy,  pro^ 
ducing  pafture  and  little  corn.  On  our  left  ran  a ridge  of 
low  hills,  which  once  formed  the  boundary  of  the  Gulf, 
when  it  fpreadover  a larger  fpace  tbati  it  covers  at  prefent. 
We  afcended  this  ridge,  obfcrvcd  on  our  left  the  convent  of  St. 

Cronftaclt  will  be  defcrlbcd  in  the  chapter  which  treats  of  the  Ruffian  navy.  See 
Book  VI.  in  the  next  volume. 

7 Serge, 
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Serge,  and  on  our  right  the  palace  of  Strelna,  begun  by  Eli- 
zabeth,  but  never  finilhed.  ' — ^ 

About  four  miles  further  we  pafled  by  Peterhof,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Oranienbaum,  through  a country  covered  with 
fore  ft. 

The  palace  of  Oranienbaum,  which  ftands  near  the  fliore 
of  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  about  the  diftance  of  27  miles  from 
Peterfburgh,  was  eredled  by  Prince  Menzikof,  while  he  was 
in  the  meridian  of  a power,  to  which  fcarcely  any  fubjecft 
but  himfelf  has  ever  arrived.  The  rife  of  this  extraordinary 
man  is  varioully  related  by  different  authors.  Some  aflert 
that  he  was  apprentice  to  a paftry-cook,  and  fold  pies  in  the 
ftreets  of  Mofcow;  that  Peter,  once  flopping  to  coverfe  with 
him,  was  fo  ftruck  with  his  ready  wit  and  quick  repartees, 
that  he  took  him  into  his  fervice,  and  advanced  him,  by 
rapid  promotions,  to  the  height  of  favour  which  he  after- 
wards enjoyed  : others  declare,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  a 
groom  belonging  to  the  court,  and  was  cafually  placed  about 
the  perfon  of  the  emperor ''k  Both  thefe  accounts,  however 
contradidfory  to  each  other,  fufliciently  fhow  the  lownefs 
and  uncertainty  of  his  origin;  and  indeed  we  need  not 
wonder  that  the  genealogy  of  an  upftart  favourite  fliould 
not  be  exa(ftly  traced.  The  earlieft  account  upon  record 
concerning  him  is  that,  in  the  year  1687,  he  was  one  of  the 
youths  t whom  Peter  I.  formed  into  a corps,  and  difci- 
plined  after  the  European  manner.  The  young  tzar  was 
only  fifteen  years  old,  and  Menzikof,  then  known  by  the 

* The  former  opinion,  that  he  was  a dfes  Preobafchenkifchen,  &c.  In  Journal  of 
paftry  cook’s  boy,  feems  to  be  the  moft  St.  Peterlburgh  for  March,  1778,  p 173. 
probable,  as  it  is  preferred  by  Weber,  Furft  Menzikow  war  einer  den  erften  Po- 
Manflein,  Bruce.  tefchnii.  See  alfo  Mantle  in,  p.  1 1. 

f Muller’s  Nachricht  von  der  Urfprunge 
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BOOK  iiame  of  Alexafca^  or  Little  Alexander,  about  the  fame  age; 
— ./and  as  the  latter  was  remarkably  adtive  in  his  exercife,  hs 
was  obferved  by  Le  Fort,  and  by  him  recommended  to  Pe- 
ter. Several  perfons  of  this  company  were  afterwards 
promoted  very  high  in  the  Ruffian  fervice,  and  many  cir- 
cumilances  concurred  to  forward  the  advancement  of  Men- 
zikof.  He  rendered  hirnfelf  remarkably  ufeful  to  the  tzar 
in  his  plans  of  reformation  ; he  paid  a particular  attention 
to  foreigners,  whom  Peter  was  continually  drawing  into  his 
fervice ; he  ftudied  his  mafter’s  character  and  temper,  and 
knew  how  to  fubmit  to  the  groffeii;  infults.  “ The  tzar,” 
fays  Gordon,  who  was  hirnfelf  an  eye-witnefs,  often 
“ kicked  him  publickly,  and  beat  him  like  a dog ; fo  that 
‘‘  the  by-flanders  concluded  him  undone  ; but  always  next 
“ morning  the  peace  was  made  up,  which  people  believed 
could  not  proceed  but  from  fome  preternatural  caufe^-k” 
One  inilance  of  his  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  the  tzar,  and  his  dexterity  in  performing  them,  is  re- 
corded by  Korb,  fecretary  to  the  Auftrian  embaffiy.  It  is  a 
well-known  fadl,  that  Peter  was  accuftomed  to  affift  at  the 
examination  of  the  prifoners  who  were  accufed  of  high- 
treafon  ; that  he  would  be  prefent  at  the  tortures  inflidted 
upon  them  in  order  to  force  confeffion  ; that  he  would  fre- 
quently attend  at  their  execution  ; that  he  would  fometimes 
hirnfelf  perform  the  office  of  executioner  t ; and  would  oc- 

cafionally 

* Gordon’s  Life  of  Peter,  vc)l.  II.  p.  27R.  L’Evefqiie  makes  the  following  judicious 
K/)rb  alf  fays,  “ Alexafcaiu  verb  favori-  remarks  ujion  this  remarkable  circumftancc. 
“ torn  luum,  gladio  accinftum  inter  tripu-  “ Pent  ctre  ces  fortes  d’executions,  dont 
*•  dia  deprehendens,  deponer.di  gladii  mo-  “ les  grands  ctaient  les  miniflrcs,  et  aux 
“ rein  iijflicto  colai)lio  docuit ; cujus  iinpe-  “ t|r.dles  le  jji  ince  lui-meme  prenait  part, 
“ turn  fanguis  ex  naribus  abundc  delUius  “ ctaicnt-cllcs  fundees  fur  quelque  iifage 
“ Ltls  tcflatus  eft.”  ]).  84.  “ ou  fur  (jutlqne  loi  dont  on  a perdu  le 

i “ 0,niiKiuc  rebdiium  capita  a nohiV:f-  “ i'ouvcnir.  Liles  ctoient  refervees,  fans 
“y/7/rt  lecuri  efie  amputata.”  “ doiite,  pour  ces  graadcs  rebellions  qui 

KuiL.  Diaiiuni,  p.  170.  “ menu- 
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cafionally  confign  that  tafk  to  his  favourites  and  principal 
nobles  "”5%  Korb  relates,  that,  foon  after  the  infurredion  of ' — , — > 
the  Strelitz'ln  1698,  Peter  fcornfully  reproached  many  of  the 
nobles  who  trembled  at  being  compelled  to  behead  fome 
rebels,  adding,  in  a ftrain  of  fanguinary  juftice,  “ that  there 
was  no  victim  more  acceptable  to  the  deity  than  a wicked 
“ man.”  Menzikof,  however,  does  not  feem  to  have  la- 
boured under  fuch  delicate  feelings  ; for,  as  a prelude  to  the 
execution  of  150  Strelitz,  he  drove  about  the  ftreets  of 
Mofcow  in  a fledge  brandifliing  a naked  fword  |,  and  boafted 
of  his  adroitnefs  in  cutting  off  twenty  heads. 


“ mena^aient  I’etat  et  le  fouverain.  La 
“ nobleffe,  en  frappant  elle-meme  Ics  cou- 
“ pablcs,  proiivait  qu’elle  avoit  horreur  dc 
“ leurcomplot ; et  le  prince  grievemeiit  of- 
“ fenfe,  fe  refervak  quelqiie  part  la  ven- 
“ geance.  Ce  qui  femble  confirmer  ce 
“ fentiment,  c’eft  que  Pierre  piinit  les  Stre- 
“ lits  de  la  memc  maniere,  que  le  tfar  Ivan 
“ s'etait  venge  des  nobles  qui  lui  etaient 
“ fufpefts.  Ce  rapport  entre  le  crime  et 
“ la  punition  prouve  qu’elle  ne  dependait 
“ feulemcnt  du  caprice  du  fouverain. 
“ Pierre,  dirait-on,  devait  abolir  cet  ufage. 
“ Mais  pouvait-il  changer  fi  promptement 
“ les  coutumes,  les  loix,  fa  nation  He  lui- 
“ meme.”  Vol.  IV.  p.  147. 

* Gordon  mentions  the  fame  circum- 
flance,  but  he  only  fiiys  “ that  feveral  of 
the  great  men,  whom  the  tzar  fufpe<ked 
**  to  have  been  engaged  in  this  confpiracy, 
“ he  caufed  to  take  the  axe  into  their  hands, 
“ and  obliged  them  to  cut  oft'  the  heads  of 
“ fome  others  of  the  confpirators.”  Vol.  I., 
]).  130.  Korb  mentions,  among  others,  the 
names  of  Blumberg  and  Le  Fort,  whom  the 
tzar  defired  to  become  exectitioners,  but 
who  excufed  themfelves. 

“ QUotquot  Pojarinorum  & magnatum 
concilio  intereiant,  cpio  contra  rehellcs 
“ Strelizios  certamen  decretum  eft,  hodier- 
“ nus  dies  adnovumvocavittribunal,fingtdis 
“ finguli  rei  propofiti ; quemvis  oportebat 
“ fententi;  m,  quamdiftax  erat,fecuriexeqtii, 
**  Princeps  Romadonowiki,  antequam  tu- 


“ multuarentur,  quatuor  regiminum  dux 
“ quatuor  Strelizios  urgente  majeftatc  co- 
“ dem  ferroad  terrain  proftravit;  crudfllor 
“ Alexafea  dc  'vighiti  dccvjjis  capitibus  gljria- 
latur infelix  Gallizin,  quod  male  feri- 
“ eniio  dolores  damnati  multiim  adauxerit, 
“ 330.  Ihia  fimul  edinfti  ad  feralem  fectiris 
“ idfum  late  patentem  planitiem  civili  qui- 
“ dem,  ftd  impio  fanguine  purpiirarum. 
“ Ad  idem  1 idler  is  olficium  cum  Barone  de 
“ Blumberg  Generalis  Lefort  invitabatur  ; 
“ fed  excufantec,  id  domi  fuae  moris  ncu 
“ efle,  auditi  funt.  Ipfcmet  tzarus  in  fcllir 
“ feders  totam  tragoediam,  tan  que  horren- 
“ dam  tot  hominum  lanicnam  iiccis  oculis 
“ infpedlabat,  hoc  unum  indignatus,  qudJ 
“ Bojarinorum  plurimi  infueto  huic  muneri 
“ tremulas  mantis  admovifl'ent  ; cum  tamcn 
“ nulla  pinguior  vidlima  Deo  madlari  polfit, 
“ quam  homo  fceleratus.”  jr.  88,89. 

And  again  : “ Quivis  iacertum  hbrabat 
“ idlum,  novo  et  infolito  nuineii  trermdas 
“ manus  admovens,  infeliciftinie  omnium 
“ feriebat  Bojarinorum  il!e,  qui  abet  rantem 
“ collo  gladium  in  tergus  miferat,  et  Stre- 
“ lizio  lie  in  medium  ferine  ditfedlo,  dolores 
“ ad  delperationom  auxifi’et,  nifi  Ahw.ifca 
fccuri  7iicUus  inJeUcls  rei  collum  tctigijjet.'' 
Ibid.  p.  17a. 

t O/ic/idit  adhuc  CO  nicfperc  fepe  JiAin 
Alexander^  carpento  per  oiniiia  tirbis  coii  iiid.i 
i-cbc//s,  crcberri^/id  nudi  enjis  ojlcntatione, 
fi:rg:iinolentaiH  craftinl  did  trcgxdui.'n  <.r- 
'pcAa-eU. 
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BOOK  But  it  was  not  merely  by  a61:s  of  buffoonery  and  cruelty 
wv^tbat  he  acquired  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  Peter,  but  by 
his  fuperior  abilities,  both  as  a ftatefman  and  a foldier 
Being  chofen  for  the  companion  of  his  travels  into  foreign 
parts,  he  was,  in  1706,  created  prince  of  the  German  em- 
pire, and  was  rapidly  elevated  to  the  higheft  employments 
both  in  the  civil  and  military  line.  On  particular  occafions 
he  was  even  permitted  to  perfonate  his  fovereign,  by  giving 
publick  audience  to  foreign  embafladors;  w^hile  Peter,  averfe 
to  the  pomp  of  royalty,  appeared  as  a private  perfon  in  his 
fuite.  So  great  indeed- was  the  afcendancy  which  this  fa- 
vourite acquired  over  the  emperor  (an  afcendancy  confirmed 
and  maintained  by  the  influence  of  Catharine  t),  as  to  give 
rife  to  a report  among  the  Ruffians,  that  he  had  fafcinated 
by  witchcraft  the  mind  of  his  mafter. 

Upon  the  death  of  Peter  his  power  was  flill  more  un- 
bounded. Catharine,  who  was  chiefly  indebted  to  his  in- 
trigues and  abilities  for  her  elevation  to  the  throne,  grate- 
fully refigned  to  him  the  foie  adminiftration  of  affairs,  and 
fhe  may  be  called  the  oltenfible,  while  he  was  the  real  fove- 
reign Ills  authority  continued  undiminiflied  to  the  mo- 
ment of  her  deceafe  ; and  the  claiife  in  her  will  §,  by  which 
ffie  ordered  her  fucceffor  Peter  IL  to  efpoufe  the  prince’s 
daughter,  was  at  once  a proof  of  his  afcendancy,  and  her 
gratitude. 

* At  the  bnttle  of  Pultawn  he  had  three  § Gordon  fiippofcs  that  this  will  was 
I*orfcs  fliot  tinder  him.  foigetl  by  prince  Mcnirikof : a ftippofitioti 

t Catharine  more  thin  once  prevented  for  which  there  is  not  tlie  leaf!  proof.  We 
Menzikof’s  cllfgrace,  which  had  been  inc-  itnift  dill inytiifh  between  thofe  jiaxts  of  Gor- 
viiahlc  without  her  intcrceiriou.  BaHcvit/.  don’s  hidory,  which  relate  to  events  while  ho 
in  Biifc  II.  M.  IX.  p.  294.  was  InRiilHa  and  the  others  which  he  wrote 

t “)  .e  g'.'iivcrncmeiit,”  fays  Count  Mil-  after  he,  quitted  that  country  in  1711. 
nVt  li,  “ n’itoit  autre  cholc  ([uc  vouloir  He  fpcaks  worfc  of  prince  Menzikof  than  he 
“ ilefpaiiiiuc du  Prince Mcnfchiko-x^'  Ebauchc,  feems  to  deferve,  aiul  particularly  arraigns 
icc  p.  63.  his  courage. 


His 
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His  intrigues  and  power,  his  ambition  and  arrogance, 
his  difrepedtful  behaviour  to  Peter  II.  and  the  peculiar  cir- 
curnftances  of  his  difgrace,  are  all  related  in  the  Alemoirs  of 
Manftein  t,  a book  which  cannot  be  too  highly  commended 
as  an  authentick  and  impartial  work. 

Two  days  before  his  fall  the  prince  repaired  to  his  palace 
of  Oranienbaum  for  the  dedication  of  a chapel,  having 
previoufly  invited  Peter  11.  to  be  prefent  at  the  ceremony  ; 
the  latter  however  excufing  himfelf,  under  pretence  of  in- 
difpolition,  the  chapel  was  confecrated  ; and  it  did  not  efcape 
notice,  that  Menzikof  feated  himfelf  on  a throne  which  had 
been  raifed  for  the  emperor. 

Being  arrelfed,  in  the  month  of  September,  17 2*^, 
lie  was  imprifoned  at  Bcrefof,  a fmall  town  upon  the  river 
-Oby,  in  a wooden  hovel  enclofed  with  palifadoes,  where 
he  ended  his  days.  He  is  faid  to  have  fupported  his  dif- 
grace with  firmnefs  and  relignation  : he  received  a 
daily  allowance  of  ten  roubles  §,  from  which  he  even 
faved  a fufficiency  to  build  a wooden  church,  and  amufed 
himfelf  by  affifting  the  workmen  in  its  conllrudion. 
He  furvived  his  fall  about  two  years  and  five  months,  dying- 
in  the  month  of  November,  1729,  of  a repletion  of  blood  1|. 


'*  Munich  gives,  amongft  others,  the  fol- 
lowing inftances  of  his  arrogance  : “ Lori- 
qu’il  ccrivoit  au  jeune  empereiir  il  le 
traitoit  cle  fils  et  fons-fignoit  la  lettre : 
“ Votre  Tere  Menfehikow.  Aux  eglifes  il 
“ fe  mettoit  a la  tribune  de  I’Empcreur,” 
&c.  Ebaiiche,  Sic.  p.  67. 
f P,  2 to  p.  I 3, 

J Manftein,  p.  !0.  Weber,  on  the  con- 
trary, afftrts,  that  he  was  wretched  and  im- 
patient, and  became  fo  weary  of  his  cxift- 
ence,  as  to  refufa*  all  nourifliment,  and 
could  be  prevailed  upon  tofwallow  nothing 
blit  water.  Having  continued  in  tins  ftate 
a few  days  w'ithout  uttering  a fingle  word, 
he  expired  on  the  ed  of  November,  1729. 

VoL.  J.  Z 


The  authority  of  Manltein,  however,  is  in 
this  infljince  to  be  preferred  to  that  of  We- 
ber ; as  he  had  frequent  opportunities  dur- 
ing his  refidence  in  Rulha  of  making  in- 
quiries concerning  the  death  of  jirince  Men- 
zikof, after  his  family  had  been  rcleafed  by 
the  emprefs  Anne.  Whereas  Weber  had 
quitted  Rulfia  before  that  period  ; and  he 
iuferts  his  account  of  the  prince’s  death 
merely  as  a report,  “ und  man  meldetc 
“ damals,”  &c.  Ver.  Ruff,  v.  III.  p.  178. 

§/:- 

II  See  Schmidt  Materia  ic  1,  &c.  who  ha^ 
collcUed  every  thing  relating  to  ^.rincij 
Menzikof,  p.  248,  &c. 
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E^K  Qf  Prince  Menzikof  was  fo  affe£ted  with  her 

hufband’s  difgrace,  that  flie  became  blind  with  weeping,  and 

expired  on  the  road  to  Berefof.  His  daughter,  who  had  been 
betrothed  to  the  emperor,  died  before  her  father  in  prifon 
and . the  remaining  part  of  his  family,  confiding  of 
a fon  and  a daughter,  were  releafed  on  the  acceffion  of  the: 
emprefs  Anne.  The  daughter  was  married  to  Guftavus 
Biren,  brother  to  the  duke  of  Gourland  ; and  the  fon  waS' 
promoted  in  the  army  by  the  fame  emprefs.  A grandfon  of 
prince  Menzikof  is  now  living  : he  is  an  officer  in  the  Ruf- 
ITan  army,  and  inherits  only  the  name,  but  none  of  the 
riches  or  power  of  his  grandfather. 

Soon  after  the  fall  of  Menzikof,  his  palace  was  converted' 
into  an  hofpital  for  failors ; but  was  afterwards  chofen  by 
Peter  III.  for  his  favourite  refidence.  The  middle  part  of 
the  edifice  is  the  fame  as  eredled  by  Menzikof,  and  confifis 
of  two  ftories,  containing  a range  of  fmall  apartments  :; 
the  emperor  added  the  wings,  which  are  long  buildings  of 
one  ftory. 

Having  pafled  through  the  palace,  in  whigh  there  was. 
nothing  wwthy  of  remark,  we  w'ent  to  the  fortrefs.  In  our- 
way  we  did  not  omit  obferving  a model  in  miniature  of  a 
citadel,  which  Peter  III.  when  he  firft  contraded  a fonclnefs-. 
for  military  fiudies,  ordered  to  be  made  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  learning  praftical  fortification.  A little  further  we 
came  to  the  fortrefs,.  which  is  furrounded  with  a ditch  and 
rampart,  and  ftrengthened  with  baftions.  It  was  raifed  by 
the  late  emperor  when  he  was  great-duke,  and  contains  a* 
building  called  by  him  the  governor’s  houfe,  which  he  ge- 
nerally inhabited  himfeU,  and  into  which  he  admitted  only 
his  officers  and  favourites,  while  his  court  refided  in  the  pa- 

laec» 
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Jace.  Near  it  were  barracks  for  a fmall  garrifon,  a few  ^^hap. 
wooden  houfes  for  the  principal  officers,  and  a fmall  Luthe-  j 
ran  chapel,  where  his  Holftein  foldiers  affembled  for  divine 
fervice. 

The  governor’s  houfe  is  a brick  building  ftuccoed,  feven 
or  eight  windows  in  front,  conffiting  of  about  eight  fmall 
rooms.  It  remains  exactly  in  the  fame  Rate  as  during  the 
life-time  of  the  emperor,  neither  the  furniture  nor  the  bed 
in  which  he  flept  the  night  preceding  his  depofition  being 
removed.  It  had  a white  fattin  coverlet,  and  was  on  a large 
four-poft  bedftead,  with  curtains  of  pink  and  filver  brocade, 
and  ornamented  at  the  top  with  a plume  of  red  and  white 
feathers.  Adjoining  to  this  apartment  is  a neat  cabinet, 
hung  with  light  brown  filk,  upon  which  were  feveral  figures 
worked  by  the  emprefs. 

From  the  fortrefs  we  were  condu<Sted  to  a large  gallery  of 
pictures,  colledled  by  the  fame  emperor.  Among  feveral 
.portraits  of  that  unfortunate  prince,  one  was  pointed  out  to 
us  as  a ftriking  refemblance : he  is  painted  in  his  Holftein 
uniform ; the  complexion  is  fair,  and  the  hair  light ; there  is 
no  expreffion  in  the  features,  and  the  countenance  has  a 
very  effeminate  look. 

In  the  garden  is  an  elegant  pavilion,  conftrucfted  by  order 
of  the  emprefs  when  fhe  was  great-duchefs  ; it  contains 
eighteen  apartments,  each  furniffied  in  different  taftes, 
namely  the  Greek,  Turkifti,  Ghinefe,  See.  and  is  fituated  in 
the  midft  of  a thick  wood  : its  approaches  being  circular, 
we  had  not  the  leaft  glimpfe  until  we  arrived  at  it ; and  as  it 
generally  caufes  an  emotion  of  furprize,  it  has,  for  that 
reafon,  received  the  appellation  of  Ha  / 

Peterhof  is  at  the  diftance  of  about  feven  miles  from  Or 
nienbaum,  and  twenty  from  the  capital : the  palace  was 
Z Z Z 2 C 
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BOOK  by  Peter  I.  and  finifl'ied  by  Elizabeth.  It  is  feated  upon? 
- / . an  eminence,  and  commands  a fuperb  view  of  Cronftadt, 
Peterfburgh,  the  intervening  gnlf,  and  the  oppollte  coaft  of 
Carelia : it  is  magnificently  furnifhed  ; and  the  fuite  of 
apartments  princely.  The  prefence- chamber  is  ornamented 
with  the  portraits  of  the  fovereigns  of  the  hoiife  of  Romanof, 
who  have  reigned  over  Rufiia  fince  the  year  1613.  The 
moft  confpicuoris  arnongfi  them  was  a whole  length  of  the 
prefent  emprefs,  as  fire  made  her  triumphant  entry  into  Pe- 
terfburgh the  evening  of  the  revolution  which  placed  her 
upon  the  throne.  She  is  reprefented  drefled  like  a man  in 
the  uniform  of  the  guards,  with  a branch  of  oak  in  her  hat, 
a drawn  fvvord  in  her  hand,  and  mounted  upon  a white  fieecL 
The  gardens  of  Peterhof  have  been  celebrated  for  their 
tafte  and  elegance,  and  from  the  number  of  jet  d’eaus,  foun- 
tains, bafons,  cafcades,  parterres,  &:c.  they  have  been  com- 
pared to  thofe  of  Verfailles ; and  indeed  in  one  refpe(fl:  they 
are  far  fuperior ; for  the  water- works  of  the  latter  only  play 
upon  particular  occafions,  while  thofe  of  Peterhof  are  peren- 
nial. Thefe  gardens,  which,  at  the  time  of  their  foimation, 
Avere  greatly  admired  in  this  country,  though  not  congenial 
to  the  tafte  of  the  emprefs,  are  fuffered  to  remain  in  their 
prefent  ftate  ; as  during  fummer  her  majefty  principally  re- 
lides  at  Sarlko-Selo,  where  the  grounds  are  difpofed  in  a 
more  modern  and  pleaftng  manner.  I fhall  not  detain  the 
reader  with  a defcription  of  the  filver  dolphins  and  gilded 
ftatues,  wdiich  are  fcattered  in  great  profufion  ; but  I cannot 
omit  mentioning  thofe  of  two  gladiators  placed  in  a bafon  of 
water  ; they  are  reprefented,  not  with  the  antient  w^eapons, 
the  fword  and  buckler,  but  with  the  more  modern  inftrii- 
mcnts  of  war,  a brace  of  piftols,  which  as  they  point  to  each 

other 
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other  in  threatening  attitudes,  the  water  dailies  impetuoufly 
from  the  barrels.  ' — . — 

Part  of  the  garden  lies  between  the  palace  and  the  gulf, 
and  contains,  among  other  buildings,  one  fituated  clofe  to  the 
water,  which  is  worthy  of  particular  obfervation,becaufe  it  was 
the  favourite  retreat  of  Peter  I.  As  the  houfe  and  furniture 
have  been  preferved  with  a kind  of  religious  veneration  ex- 
a£lly  in  their  original  hate,  we  can  form  fome  idea  of  the 
plain  and  frugal  fimplicity  in  which  that  monarch  was  ac- 
cuhomed  to  live.  This  houfe  was  built  foon  after  his  return 
from  Holland,  and  fitted  up  in  the  tafie  of  that  country,  for 
which  reafon  it  was  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Dutch 
houfe  : He  ufed  alfo  to  call  it  Mo?tplaiJir,  the  name  by  which 
it  is  now  diitinguilhed. 

Being  fubjedt  to  fevers,  he  was  prepoffefiTed  that  the  air  •i'' 
from  the  water  was  the  molt  wholefome  for  his  conftitution ; 
and  for  that  reafon  confirufted  this  fmall  houfe  dole  to  the 
Gulf  of  Finland,  It  is  of  brick,  of  one  Itory,  and  roofed 
with  iron  ; the  windows  reach  from  the  ground  to  the  top  ; 
which,  added  to  the  length  and  lownefs  of  the  building, 
give  it  the  appearance  of  a green-houle.  The  habitable 
part  confifis  of  an  hall  and  fix  fn^all  rooms,  which  are  all 
furniflied  in  the  neatell  and  plained:  manner.  The  mantle 
pieces  are  ornamented  with  curious  old  porcelaine,  which  he 
greatly  prized  as  being  brought  into  Rulfia  when  the  com- 


“ Le-czar  pi  it  u Riga  une  forte  atta- 
“ qiie  de  hevre  chaude.  Pour  s’en  remettre, 
“ il  fe  iogca  \uie  luiitaine  de  jours  d.ins  \m 
“ vailTcaii.  A foh  avis,  I’air  des  caux  re- 
“ flaurait  la  fante.  Teii  de  journces  pallees 
“ fans  le  refpirer.  Se  levant  au  point  du 
“ jour,  et  dinant  a onze  heures  du  matin,  il 
“ avait  coutlinne  de  faire  un  fomine  il  apivs 
“ le  r6pas.  Un  lit  de  repos  pour  cet  ufage 
“ etait  dreffe  dans  la  fregatte,  et  il  y allait 
“ en  toute  faifon.  Meme  lorfqu’il  fejour- 


“ n lit  en  ete  a Peterflioff,  Pair  dcs  valles 
“ jardins  de  ce  palais  lui  I'emblaic  etouft'c, 
“ et  il  couchait  a Monplaiftr,  rrvaifon,  d v.)t 
“ les  dots  de  la  mer  lavent  un  cote,  et  done 
“ I’autre  confine  au  grand  ptre  de  Peter- 
“ (lioft-.  C’etait  fa  reiraite  favorite.  11 
“ I’avait  meublee  de  r.ibleaux  il.unans,  re- 
“ prelentant  des  Icines  champetres  ot  nia- 
“ ritimes,  plaifantcs  pour  la  piifpart.”  Baf- 
fevitz,  in  B.  H.  M,  IX.  p.  339. 
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Bo^oK  niYinication  was  firft  opened  with  China.  The  bed-room  is 
v-l-'  Imall,  white-waflied,  and  the  floor  covered  with  a coloured 
flail-cloth.  It  contains  a barrack-hedflead  without  curtains ; 
and  I obflerved  that  the  flieets  were  remarkably  fine.  The 
galleries  on  each  fide,  and  two  fmall  rooms,  are  hung  with 
piolures  of  the  Dutch  and  Flemilh  fchools ; among  thefle 
w'ere  feveral  portraits  of  himfelf  under  the  charadter  of 
mafler  Peter  w^hen  he  worked  at  Sardam  ; and  one  of  his 
favourite  miftrefs  the  beautiful  Dutch  girl. 

In  the  gardens  of  Peterhof  is  a very  extraordinary  build- 
ing, denominated  the  Mountain  for  Sledges,  and  called  alfo 
by  fome  travellers  the  Flying  Mountain.  It  flands  in  the 
middle  of  an  oblong  area,  enclofed  by  an  open  colonade 
with  a flat  roof,  w^hich  is  railed  for  the  convenience 
of  holding  flpedtators.  The  circumference  of  this  colonade 
is  at  leaft  half  a mile.  In  the  middle  of  the  area  hands  the 
flying  mountain,  ftretching  nearly  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
It  is  a w^ooden  building,  flupported  upon  pillars,  repreflenting 
an  uneven  furface  of  ground,  or  a mountain  compofed  of 
three  principal  afcents,  gradually  diminhhing  in  height  with 
an  intermediate  Ipaoe  to  referable  valleys  ; from  top  to  bot- 
tom is  a floored  way,  in  which  three  parallel  grooves  are 
formed.  It  is  thus  ufed  : a fmall  carriage,  containing  one 
perfon,  being  placed  in  the  center  groove  upon  the  higheh 
jxiint,  goes,  with  great  rapidity  down  one  hill  5 the  velocity 
which  it  acquires  in  its  defcent  carries  it  up  a flecond  ; and  it 
continues  to  move  in  a fimilar  manner  until  it  arrives  at  the 
bottom  of  the  area,  where  it  rolls  for  a confiderable  way  on 
the  level  furface,  and  flops  before  it  attains  the  boundary  : 
it  is  then  placed  in  one  of  the  fide  grooves,  and  drawn  up  by 
means  of  a cord  fixed  to  a windlals.  To  a perfon  unac- 
quainted 
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quainted  with  the  mechanifm,  this  entertainment  would  ap- 
pear  tremendous ; but  as  the  grooves  always  keep  the  ^ ^ ‘ , 

carriage  in  its  right  dire6lion,  there  is  not  the  leaft  danger  of 
being  overturned.  At  the  top  of  the  mountain  is  an  hand- 
fome  apartment  for  the  accomodation  of  the  court  and  prin- 
cipal nobility  ; there  is  alfo  room  for  many  thoufand  fpe(5ta- 
tors  within  the  colonade  and  upon  its  roof. 

Near  the  flying  mountain '4'-  is  a fpacious  amphitheatre,, 
in  which  tournaments  are  ufually  exhibited. 

As  t was  anxious  to  vifit  every  remarkable  place  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  city,  I did  not  fail  repairing  to 
Schluflelburgh,  a fortrefs  often  mentioned  in  the  Ruflian 
hiftory,  and  celebrated  for  the  number  and  ranlc  of  the  Rate 
prifoners  who  have  been  there  confined. 

Schluflelburgh  lies  at  the  diflance  of  40  miles  from  Peterf- 
burgh  ; the  road  runs  the  whole  way  by  the  fide  of  the 
Neva,  which  flows  with  a full  Itream  in  a broad  and  winding 
channel ; its  banks,  which  are-  fteep  and  high,  are  ftuddcd 
with  many  villages,  and  feveral  country  houfes  prettily  dif- 
perfed  and  hanging  over  the  edge  of  the  water. 

The  village  of  Schhflrelburgh,  which  is  fituated  on  each 
fide  of  the  Neva,  contains  about  three  hundred  woodeiii 
houfes,  and  about  2 8o©'  inhabitants. 

The  fortrefs  is  built  upon  a fmall  ifland  of  the  Neva,  at 
the  point  where  that  river  iflTues  from  the  lake  Ladoga.  The 
breadth  of  the  flream  in  that  part  is  about  three  quarters  of 
a mile,  and  the  current  is  remarkably  rapid. 

* Pr.  Ring,  in  his  EfTay  on  the  EfTens  of  Selo  : it  w.is  taken  down  when  I law  the 
Oo'd,  has  defcribed  another  kind  of  Flying  place,  her  prefent  majelly  not  being  io  foiuL' 
Mountain,  whifch  was  ereiifed  at  Sailko--  of  thefc  diverfions  as  the  late  emprds. 

4'  Thsa 
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The  origin  of  this  fortrefs  is  thus  traced  by  the  Rulhan 
, — 'hiilorians.  In  1324  George  Danilovitch,  great-duke  of 

Mofcow,  being  upon  an  expedition  again  ft  Wiburgh,  built  a 
'I’m all  fortrefs  in  the  middle  of  this  ifland,  which  was  then 
called,  from  its  oblong  ftiape,OrekofikiOftrof,  or  Nut  Ifland; 
•from  this  appellation  the  fortrefs  took  its  name  of  Oreko- 
vetch,  which  was  corrupted  into  Orefliek.  Being  befieged 
and  taken  by  Magnus  king  of  Sweden,  the  Swedes  tranflated 
the  name  into  their  own  language,  and  called  it  Noteborg. 
It  again  came  into  the  poffeflion  of  the  Ruffians,  who  retained 
it  until  1614,  when  Guftavus  Adolphus  forced  the  garrifon 
to  capitulate.  It  was  probably  flnce  this  laft  period,  that  the 
Swedes  encircled  the  whole  ifland  with  a wall  and  battle- 
ments, the  fame  which  fubfift  at  prefent. 

In  1702  Peter  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of  Sweden  with 
a confiderable  army;  and,  having  mado  feveral  ineffedluai 
attempts  againft  Noteborg,  he  fent  prince  Galitzin,  colonel  of 
the  guards,  at  the  head  of  a feletSt  corps  to  take  it  by  ftorm. 
That  officer  having,  by  means  of  rafts,  landed  his  foldiers 
elofe  to  the  fortifications,  which  advance  almoft  to  the  edge 
of  the  water,  they  were  received  with  fuch  cool  intrepidity 
by  the  garrifon,  and  expofed  to  fo  dreadful  a carnage,  that 
Peter,  conceiving  the  aflault  to  be  impradlable,  fent  imme- 
diate orders  for  the  Ruffians  to  retire  : Prince  Galitzin,  how- 
ever, refufed  to  obey.  Tell  my  fovereign,”  added  he, 
that  I am  no  longer  his  fubjedl ; having  thrown  myfelf 
under  the  protection  of  a power  far  fuperior  to  him*” 
Then,  turning  to  his  troops,  he  animated  them  by  his  voice 
and  example,  and,  leading  them  to  the  attack,  fcaled  the 
walls  and  took  the  fortrefs.  Peter  was  fo  much  ftruck  with 
this  exploit,  that,  upon  his  next  interview  with  Galitzin,  he 
faid  to  liim,  ‘‘  Afk  what  you  chufe,  except  Mofcow  and  Ca- 
I “ tharinc.” 
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jfeharine.”  The  prince,  with  a magnanimity  which  refle(5ls 
the  higheft  honour  upon  his  chara6i:er,  inftantly  requefted  > — , — ^ 
the  pardon  of  his  antient  rival  prince  Repnin,  who  had  been 
degraded  by  Peter  from  the  rank  of  marflial  to  that  of  a com- 
mon foldier  : he  obtained  his  requeft,  and  with  it  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fovereign,  the  efteem  of  Repnin,  and  the  ap- 
IDlaufe  of  the  publick 

Peter  changed  the  name  of  the  fortrefs  into  Schluflel burgh, 
its  prefent  appellation,  becaufe,  from  the  importance  of  its 
fituation,  he  confidered  it  as  the  key^  of  his  conquefts. 

From  this  period  it  has  continued  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Ruffians : but,  fince  the  boundaries  of  the  empire  have  been 
confiderably  extended,  it  is  no  longer  of  that  importance  as 
it  was  when  it  was  fituated  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  SwediQi 
territory  ; and  for  its  great  ftrength  and  infulated  fituation, 
it  has  been, chiefly  ufed  for  a flate  prifon. 

The  ifland,  which  lies  juft  midway  between  the  oppofite 
banks,  is,  as  I have  before  obferved,  of  an  oblong  ffiape, 
fcarcely  more  than  600  yards  in  length,  and  260  in  its 
greateft  breadth.  The  walls,  which  Ikirt  almoll  its  whole 
circumference,  are  conftrudled  with  fi:one  and  brick,  abotit 
fifty  feet  in  height,  and  from  eleven  to  twenty  thick, 
and  are  ftrengthened  according  to  the  antient  mode  of  for- 
tification, with  battlements  and  eight  round  towers.  We 
pafled  over  a draw  bridge  into  the  fortrefs,  which  we  exa- 
mined, but  without  being  permitted  to  enter  any  of  the 
wards  wherein  the  prifoners  are  confined.  A range  of  cor- 
ridors open  on  the  inner  fide  enclofcs  a large  area,  and  con- 
tains feveral  dungeons  for  the  prifoners.  We  obferved  the 

' I received  this  anecdote  from  one  of  f Schlulfel  in  German  fignifies  a key  ; 
the  defeendantr.  of  Prince  (5alitzin,  and  its  and  Peter  affefted  to  give  many  places  a 
tnith  was  conlinned  by  many  RuiEan  no-  German  appellation,, 
blciiicn. 

VoL.  I.  4 A 
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BO^K  ^vindows  of  tliefe  dungeons  dofed  with  brick,  leaving  to- 
V , wards  their  top  only  a vacant  fpace  of  a few  inches  fquare,:.. 
which  admits  fo  little  light,  that  the  unfortunate  inhabi- 
tants have  only  a kind  of  twilight  gloom.  In  the  middle 
of  the  area  is  the  governor’s  houfe,  and  a fmall  wooden  cot-*- 
tage,  wherein  a date  prifoner  was  confined.  Further  on  we 
entered  through  a portcullis-gate  into  the  interior  fortrefs,,,. 
which  was  built  by  George  Danivolitch  in  the  year  1324;. 
it  is  about  140  feet  fquare,  open  at  top,  with  done  walls  re- 
markably high.  Within  we  obferved  a brick  houfe  of  one 
dory,  wdiich  reaches  from  one  fide,  to  the  other,  and  contains 
eleven  rooms,  eadi  about  feventeen  feet  by  twelve.  It  is 
dill  unfinifiied,  the  floors  not  being  laid  down,  and  has 
never  been  inhabited.  This  houfe  was  built  by  order  of  the 
late  emperor  Peter  III.  with  fuch  expedition,  that  it  was  begun 
and  brought  to  its  prefent  date  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks ; but 
his  depofition  put  an  immediate  dop  to  its  progrefs.  The 
condrudion  of  fo  large  a building  in  fo  fecure  a place,  and  in 
fuch  a fmall  fpace  of  time,  has  always  been  deemed  a myf- 
tcry  ; but  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  he  intended  it 
for  his  confort  the  prefent  emprefs,  whom  it  is  now  w’ell 
known  he  had  determined  to  divorce  and  imprifon. 

That  mifguided  and  unfortunate  prince  came  a few  weeks 
before  his  depofition  to  Schlulfelburgh,  to  fee  prince  Ivan, 
w’hen  he  examined  this  houfe  with  great  attention,  and 
fccmed  fatisfied  with  the  expedition  of  the  workmen 

* Eufchin.s;  fuppofes  that  Peter  eon-  did  not  know  that  Ivan  was  removed  to 
ftnicaed  a ho\ife  for  prince  Ivan  in  tlie  for-  Kexholm  the  beginning  of  June.  Buf- 
trefs  of  Schliilfi. I'ourgh.  This  can  mean  no  ching,  vol.  VI.  p.  531. 
otlicr  houfe  than  that  deferibed  in  the  con-  See  the  account  of  prince  Ivan  in  Book 
text,  whicli  ] am  convinced  was  defigned  V.  Chap.  II,  m the  next  volume, 
for  the  emprefs ; but  Bulching  probably 
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■Several  ftate-prifoners  of  high  rank  have  been  confined  in 
.this  fortrefs amongft  the  moil  remarkable  are  the  follow-' — 
'ing:  Maria*,  filler  of  Peter  the  Great;  Eudociat  fiill  wife  of 
>the  famcmonarch,  who  was.^^’r^imprifoned  in  one  of  themoft 
gloomy  cells.  Count  Piper,  minifler  to  Charles  XII.  who  was 
taken  at  the  battle  of  Pultava,  died  here  after  a lingering  cap- 
tivity. Biren  dukeof  Coudand,  favourite  of  the  emprefs  Anne, 
and  regent  of  Rullia,  here  exchanged  the  pomp  of  palaces 
for  a loathfome  dungeon  ; and  the  ill-fated  Ivan,  after  an 


Maria  was  imprifonecl  upon  fufpicion 
•of  being  concerned  with  Alexey  ; was  again 
releal'ed,  and  died  at  Peterfburgh  in  1723. 

■f  Eudocia  was  married,  in  1689,  to  Pe- 
ter the  Great,  then  only  in  tlie  i8th  year  of 
-his  age  ; and  was  delivered  of  Alexey  in 
1690.  Her  oppofition  to  Peter'’s  plans  of 
'■reformation,  and  herrepeated  remonhrances 
againft  his  incontinence,  occafioned  her  di- 
vorce, w'hich  took  place  in  1696  ; when  five 
was  compelled  to  affume  the  veil,  anti  was 
^confined  in  a convent  at  Siifdal.  During 
-her  rehdence  in  that  convent, flie  is  reported 
to  have  contrafied  a connexion  with  a ge- 
neral Glcbof,  and  even  to  have  entered  in- 
"to  a contract  of  marriage  "by  exchanging 
rings  with  him.  Encouraged  Ity  the  pre- 
diftions  of  the  archhiniop  of  Roilof,  who, 
from  a dream,  announced  to  her  the  death 
of  Peter,  and  her  immediate  return  to  court 
under  the  reign  of  her  fon  Alexey,  flte 
re-alfumo':!  her  (ecular  drefs,  aiulwas  pub- 
• lickly  prayed  for  in  the  church  of  the 
convent  under  the  ■name  of  the  emprefs 
Eudocia.  Being  brought  to  Mofeow  in  1 7 1 8, 
and  examined,  ibe  was,  by  order  of  her  in- 
human hufoand,  fcourged  by  two  nuns, 
and  imj)ril'oned  in  the  convent  of  New  La- 
.’doga,  without  being  hiffercd  to  fee  anyone 
•hut  tlie  perfons  who  brought  her  food, 

■+  Schmidt, -Gen.  Ta 


which  file  drefled  herfelf,  for  flie  had  -no 
fervant  to  do  the  mofl  flaviih  olHces,  nor  more 
than  one  cell  for  her  perfon.  See  Letters 
from  a Lady  in  RulPia,  p.  46.  From  thence 
flic  was  removed  to  the  fortrefs  of  Schluf- 
fclburgh.  Being  releafed  upon  the  accef- 
flor.  of  hergrandfon  Peter  Ilf.  flie repaired 
to  Mofeow,  was  prefent  at  his  coronation, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  emprefs  .\nne,  and 
expired  in  the  nunnery  of  Devitz,  where 
flie  held  her  court,  in  1731,  in  the  59th 
year  of  her  age  j. 

This  princefs,  though  certainly  a weak 
woman,  perhaps  was  not  fo  guilty  as  flie  was 
reprefented  by  Peter.  JMrs.  Vigor,  who  faw 
and  converfed  with  her  at  Mofeow  in  the 
year  1731,  alfures  us,  that  Glebof  “ un- 
■“  derwent  liich  repeated  tortures,  as  it  was 
“ thought  no  creature  could  have  borne, 
■“  with  great  conllancy,  perfifling  in  liis 
“ own  and  her  innocence  during  his  tor- 
“ ments.  At  lafl:  the  czar  himfelf  came  ta 
“ him,  and  offered  him  pardon  if  he  would 
“ confefs.  He  fpit  in  the  czar  s face,  and 
told  him,  he  flionld  difdain  to  fpeak  to 
him',  'but  be  thought  himfelf  obliged  to 
“ clear  .his  mitlrefs,  who  was  as  virtuous  a 
woman  as  any  in  the  world,”  &c.  Sec 
-Ibid.  p.  44.  See  Voltaire,  Schmidt,  &c, 

b.  ill  his  Ruff.  Gcfl 
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BOOK  imprifonment  of  three  and  twenty  years,  here  fuffered  an 
v—v—' untimely  death. 

Thefe  melancholy  ideas,  heightened  by  the  dreadful 
gloom,  the  dead  lilence,  and  the  awful  appearance  of  a few 
folitary  centinels,  communicated  fuch  an  impreflion  as  will 
not  eafily  be  obliterated ; and  even  at  this  diftance  of  time 
and  place,  I fliudder  at  the  recolletSlion  of  a Ruffian  Rate- 
prifon. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

O/' Catharine  I. — H^r  origin  and  early  adventures. — Married 
to  a Swedifli  dragoon. — Captured  by  the  Pvuffians. — Be^ 
comes  the  mijirefs^  confort,  and  fuccejfor  0/ Peter  the  Great, 

— Death  of  that  monarch  without  appointing  his  fuccejfor, 

— Hiflory  of  Catharine’s  elevation  to  the  throne. — Her 
death  and  chara&er, 

Many  authors  have  exprelTed  great  furprize  at  the  chap. 

contradictory  reports  relative  to  the  origin  of  fo . . 

extraordinary  a perfonage  as  Catharine  I.  But  when  we 
conlider  the  lownefs  of  her  extraClion,  the  variety  of  un- 
common adventures  which  befel  her  during  the  early  pe- 
riod of  her  life,  her  equivocal  fituation  with  general  Bauer 
and  prince  Menzikof,  before  her  connection  with  Peter  the 
Great ; and  that  fhe  did  not  excite  the  publick  curiofity  until 
file  became  the  favourite  of  that  emperor,  when  flie  and  her 
friends  could  prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  all  inquiries  into 
her  former  fituation  ; I am  fo  far  from  being  furprized  that 
we  know  fo  little,  that  I rather  wonder  we  knowfo  much  about 
her  birth  and  early  adventures.  To  expeCf  that  the  hiftory  of  a 
perfon  of  low  extraction,  who  gradually  rofe  to  the  moit  ex- 
alted ftation,  fliould  contain  no  uncertain  and  difcordant  ac- 
counts, is  to  expect  impoffibilities.  All  that  remains,  there- 
fore, is,  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  to  examine  and 
compare  the  various  hifiories  of  Catharine  I.  and  to  colleCl 
from  the  whole  the  moft  rational  and  probable  narrative. 

7 Catharine 
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Catharine  was  the  natural  daughter  of  a country  girr; 

and ' 


* I fliall  here  fay  a few  words  concerning 
the  authors  from  whom  I have  principally 
cxtrafted  this  account  of  Catharine  I.  The 
hrfl;  and  moft  authentic  of  thefe  is  Webe-r. 

1.  Weber  was  the  Hanoverian  refident  at 
Peterfourgh  during  part  of  the  reign  of 
Peter  I.  and  took  extraordinary  pains  to 
obtain  the  beft  information  relative  to  the 
origin  of  Catharine.  He  learnt  the  Ruffian 
language  of  Wurmb,  who  had  been  tutor  to 
Gluck’s  children  at  the  time  when  Catha- 
rine was  in  that  minifte'r’s  houfe  at  Marien- 
burgh,  and  who  v.  as  at  Peterfburgh  in  1714  ! 
from  him,  therefore,  he  was  able  to  obtain 
the  moll  authentick  intelligence.  Can  we 
wifli  for  more  accurateinformation  ? We- 
ber may  poilibly  have  -been  mitlaken  in  a 
few  trifling  incidents,  but  his  nan-ative  upon 

, the  whole  is  to  be  depended  upon.  See  Ve- 
. randertes.  Rufsiand, 'Vol.  III.  p.  7 — 10. 

2.  La  Motraye,  in  his  Travels,  has  given 
a fiiort  account  of  Catharine’s  family,  &c. 
Among  other  inteHigence,hecolle£tedmuch 
inforniation  from  a Livonian  girl,  who  had 
been  fold  by  the  Ruffians  to  the  Turks,  and 
whom  he  bought  in  Turkey  of  the  Jani- 
zaries : this  girl  knew  Catharine  at  Mari- 
cnbiirgh,  and  told  him  fevcral  particulars 
relating  to  her,  which  were  afterwards  con- 

. iirmed  to  him  in  Livonia.  The  account  of 
La  Motra}C  correfponds  with  that  of  Weber 
ia  the  principal  events,  differing  only  in  a 
few  tii fling  paints. 

3.  Bruce  has  alfo  given  an  account  of 
the  origin  of  Catharine  in  his  Memoirs 
lately  'publiflicd,  whidi  he  relates  as  he 
heard  it  told  by  thofe  who  knew  her  from 
her  infancy.  His  narratwe  correfponds, 
\ipon  the  whole,  with  that  of  Weber  in  all 
cflcniial  tircumllances.  In  the  coiirfe  of 
this  incpiiry  1 fliall  point  out  one  or  twiy 
’mmaterial  infuinccs  wherein  they  differ. 

Thele  three  ]>erlons  are  the  principal  au- 
thor; who  were  in  Riiilia  towards  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century,  and  w-ho  coltcHed 
infoMiiaiion  upon  the  fpot  : v;e  may  there. 
*orc  rely  upon  them  with  more  fafety  than 
•jpon  later  authors  and  they  all  agree  in 


confirming  the  lownefs  of  her  birth  and  her 
marriage  with  the  Swedifli  dragoon. 

Voltaire,  in  his  Life  of  Peter  I.  ha-s 
{lightly  paired  over  the  early  adventures  of 
Catharine : he  mentions  nothing  of  her 
.birth,  her  marriage  with  the  Swedifli  fol- 
dier,  as  circumffances  derogatory  from  the 
honour  of  the  mother  of  the  emprefs  Eli- 
zabeth, by  whofe  defire  he  wrote  the  Life 
of  Peter  the  Great.  But,  willing  to  enno- 
ble the  famfly,  of  Catharine  L he  records  a 
ftrang.e  ftory,  which  has  all  the  air  of  a ro- 
mance, of.  a brother  of  Catharine,  named 
Scavronlki,  who  was  found  to  be  the  fon  of 
a gentleman  of  Lithuania  Voltaire  cites 
for  his  authority  “ le  manuferit  curieux 
“ d’un  homme  qui  etait  alors  au  fervice 
“ do  czar  Stqui  parle  comme  temoin  but 
without  mentioning  his  name. 

P'rom  Voltaire  many  fucceeding  authors 
have  advanced  that  Catharine  was  of  the 
fa-mily  ofScavroniki ; and  it  is  certain  that 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth  acknowledged  that 
familyas  lier  relations,  and  conferred  feveril 
honours  upon  its  members; 

This  anecdote  concerning  Scavronflei  is 
pofitively  contradifled  by  a.paflagein  Bafle- 
vitz,  who  aflifled  Menzikof  in  railing  Ca- 
tharine to  the  throne,  and  who  mull  have 
known  uf  any  brother- of. Chathanne  had 
been  at  Peter-flnirgh  during  the  life  of  Peter. 
He  afierts,  that  Catharine  .did  not  produce 
any  of  her  relatiorrs  during  Peter’s  life  : 
that  after  his  death  a perlon  made  his  ap- 
.pe-arance  at  .Peterflnirgh  as  her’brother,  un- 
der the  name  of  count  Hendiikof-;  that  he 
lived  in  obfeurity  during  the  reigns  of  Peter 
II.  and  Anne  ; and  that  Eii-zabeth  marie  hts 
' foil  a chamberlain.  Bufehing  IX.  p.  295. 

Weber  alfo  upon  this  head  relates,  “ that 
“ a near  relation  of  Catharine  came  to  Pe- 
“ terlbiirgh  with  his  family,  confifling  of 
“ three  ions  and  two.  daughters.  He  was- 
“ caih  d count  ikavoronfki”  [certainly  the 
fame  as  ScavronlkiJ;  “ the  eldefi  daughter 
“ Sophia  was  taken  by  the  emprefs  to.  be 
“ her  maid  of  honour;  tlic  other  childitui 
“ were  educated  by  their  lather.  The  ar- 
“ i lvai 
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rivral  of  thefc'  grangers  gave  rife  to  many 
“ reports  concierning  the  origin  of  Catha-- 
“ rine  ; that  her  father,  whole  name  was 
“ faid  to  be  John  Rabe,  was  a qnarter- 
mafter  in  a Swedifli  regiment  that  her 
“ mother  was  the  daughter  of  a town-fe- 
“ cretary  of  Riga,  and  was  delivered  in 
1682  of  Catharine.  The  widow,  after 
“ her  hulb-md’s  death,  went  ^ to  her  rela- 
“ tions  at  Riga^  but  dying  foon  after- 
“ w'ards,  Gluck  took  the  foundling  into 
“ his  family.  Thefe  reports,  which  began 
“ to  circulate,  occafioned  a public  decree, 
“ forbidding  ail  perfons,  upon  pain  of 
“ death,  from  uttering  difrefpeftful  ex- 
“ preffions  aga'inft:  the  late  emperor,  or  the 
“ reigning  emprefs  and  her  family.”  Ver. 
Ruff,  vol.  111.  p.  76. 

We  may  indeed  take  it  for  granted,  that 
if  Catharine’s  family  had  been  nobly  de- 
fcended,  the  fecret  would  have  been  difco- 
vered  during  the  life  of  Peter,  and  have 
been  favourably  received  by  that  emperor, 
who  was  prevented  by  the'  ob/curity  of  her 
llrth  from  carrying  her  with  him  to  Paris, 
not  willing  to  expofe  her  to  any  infult  : “ 11 
“ ne  vouloit  pas  I’expofer,  dit-on,  aux  re- 
“ buts  qu’il  craignait  pour  elle,  vu  I’ohfcu- 
“ rite  de  fa.naljfancc,  de  la  dclicateffe  Fran- 
caife.”  Eaffevitz  in  Biif.  Mag.lX.p.  316. 
An  Atiflriaa  envoy,,  who  was  at  Peter- 
fburgh  in  1725,  andwrote  an  account  to  his 
court  of  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  fays, 
“ that  file  was  a natural  daughter  of  a 
“ Livonian  noble.man,.  vvhofe  name  was  Al- 
“ vendhel ; that  her  mother  afterwards 
*•*  married  a rich  peafant,  from  whom  fire 
“ had  a fon  and  a daughter : that  the 
“ former  was  put  to  death  by  Peter  for 
“ openly  declaring  Idmielf  to  be  the  bro- 
“ ther  of  Catharine;  and  that  the  filler 
received  for  fome.  time  a penfion  cf  300 
“ roubles  from  the  emprefs  ; but  was  af- 
“ terwards  confined  in  a houfe  of  correilion 
“during  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  by  Catha- 
“ rine’s  defire.’’^  He  adds,  “ that  Catha- 
“ rine  was  brought  up  in  Gluck’s  houfe  ; 


RINE  r.  55: 

fmall  village  upon  the  Lake 

Wirtzerwe, ' — . — ^ 


“ rhat  file  became  the.  mill  refs  of  Tiefen- 
“ houfen,  a captain  of  a Swedifii  troop,  by 
“ whom  fire  had  a fon  ; that  he  afterwards 
“ gave  her  in  marriage  to  a dragoon  of  his 
“ troop,  with  whom  flie  lived  three  years  ; 
“ until  fire  rvas  taken  prifoncr  at  Narva  by 
“ the  Ruffians.”  But  this  miiiiller,  who  is 
well  informed  in  what  relates  to  the  lattCr 
part  of  Catharine’s  life,  and  the  means  by 
which  lire  afeended  the  throne,  i'ecms  to 
have  retailed  many  idle  reports  about  her 
family  and  early  hillory;-  Buf.  Hii't.  .Mag. 
XI.  p.  45.  ■ 

Before  I clofe  this  note  I mirft  nCccffarily 
mention  the  opinion  of  Bufehing,  who,  dur- 
ing his  rcfide.nce  at  Peterlburgh,  colleftcd 
a conliderable -degree  of  authentick  infor- 
mation upon  the  various  parts  of  the  Ruf- 
fian hillory  : amongll  others,  he  has  given 
anecdotes  of  Catherine  1.  which  he  opens 
by  faying,  “ all  the  accounts  which  writers 
“ have  hitherto  given, or  rather  coniectuted, 
“ of  the  birth  and  family  of  Catharine  1. 
“ are  falfe.”  Ibid.  HI. p.  19c.  Helavs',  that 
her  family  was  from  Lithuania,  her  father’s 
name  was  Samuel,  her  brotlier  was  count 
diaries  Scavronlki,  one  filter  was  Chrif.ina 
married  to  count  Simon  Hendrikof,  and  tlie 
other,  wliofe  name  v/as  Anne,  to  Michael 
Yefimolki.  Fie  confirms  her  marriage  with 
the  Swcdifli  dragoon,  but  places  the  Icene  at 
Frauiladt  in  Poland,  and  not  at  Marien- 
burgh.  He  informs  us,  that  he. obtained 
this  information  from  an  old  lady  wliofc 
name  he  conceals,  who  died  lately  at  Peter- 
fburgh,  and  who  knew<latharine  from  her 
firlt  appearance  in  Rullia,  and  was  greatly 
in  that  empreffes  favour.  He  adds  alio,  aa 
account  ol  an  otlicer  who  brought  Catha- 
rine’s filler' Aniie  from  Lithuania  to  Petcr- 
Ih.iirgh.  With  great  deference,  however,, 
to  fo  rcfpeelable  an  authority,  we  cannot,, 
merely  upon  this  hearfay  evidence,  let  alide 
the  tellimonics  of  Weber,  La  Motrayc,  and 
Bruce : this  fiory  feems,  in  elleeff,  the  fame 
Hying  report  as  that  in  Voltaire;  and  the 
lady  who  gave  the  intelligence  to  Bufehing 
might 
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book  wirtzerwe,  near  Dorpt,  in  Livonia.  The  year  of  her  birth  is 
. . uncertain ; but,  according  to  her  own  account '''g  file  came  into 

the  world  on  the  5th  of  Axiril,  1689.  Her  original  name 
was  Martha,  which  flie  changed  for  Catharine  when  flie 
embraced  the  Greek  religion.  Count  Hofen,  a lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  Swedifli  fervice,  who  owned  the  village  of 
Ringen,  fupported,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country, 
both  the  mother  and  the  child,  and  was,  for  that  reafon, 
fuppofed  by  many  perfons  to  have  been  her  father.  She 
loft  her  mother  when  flie  was  but  three  years  old  ; and,  as 
count  Rofen  died  about  the  fame  time,  flie  was  left  in  fo 
deftitute  a fituation,  that  the  pari (li- clerk  of  the  village  re- 
ceived her  into  his  houfe.  Soon  afterwards  Gluck,  Lutheran 
minifter  of  Marienburgh,  happening  in  a journey 
through  thofe  parts  ; to  fee  the  foundling,  took  her  under 
his  protection,  brought  her  up  in  his  family,  and  employed 
her  in  attending  his  children.-  In  170 t,  and  about  the 
fourteenth  year  of  her  age  t,  fhe  efpoufed  a dragoon  of  the 
Swedhh  garrifon  of  Marienburgh  Many  different  accounts 
are  given  of  this  tranfaClion  : one  author  § of  great  credit 
aftirms  that  the  bride  and  bridegroom  remained  together 
eight  days  after  their  marriage  ; another  [|,  of  no  lefs  au- 


might  have  been  -willing  to  ratify  the  cur- 
rent report  in  tlizabeth’s  time  in  honour 
of  her  friend  and  j)atrDncfs  Catharine  I. 
It  appears,  however,  as  well  from  this  in- 
telligence as  from  the  information  of  We- 
t er  and  Bafllvitz,  that  fomc  real  or  pre- 
tended relations  of  Catharine  1.  made  their 
appearance  at  Pctcrlburgh  during  her  reign, 
that  they  were  acknowledged  and  j romoted 
by  her,  and  afrtiwaicls  by  Elizabeth,  not 
Uii-wiiling,  perhaps,  to  bcln  vc.  without  in- 
.rnry,  her  mother’^  fainiiy  to  have  bt-tn 
:i-  tlcffui  ltd. 

Sciin.idr,  in  his  Materi..l.cn,  8 c. "has  col- 
1 Y'-  in  one  point  <-t  view  gi'.-  .t  j.-ai  t of 
d - ■ i';  III  e which  itlatcs  tyC'atharnie  J. 


and  to  him  I am  greatly  obliged  for 
abridging  the  trouble  neceffary  in  fuch  a 
complicated  iiifpiiry. 

* Batlevitz  in  Bufehing  IX.  p.  37^. 
Some  fay  flie  was  born  fo  early  as  1683, 
Bufehing  IX.  481. 

Weber  fays  in  her  eighteenth  year  ; 
but  if,  according  to  her  own  account,  ftie 
was  horn  in  1689,  (lie  was  only  thirteen. 

I Wiirn-.b  ali'.'.ret!  VYeber,  that  during 
l.er  .'efultnce  at  Alaneubiugh  fhe  was  a pat- 
feintd'  virtue  smt  good  bth ivjoiir,  lyhich 
tr-uiradidt,  the  rt'[)ort  that  Ihe  had  been  a 
coannc'ii  woman  in  Livonia. 

§ '.'••’eber. 
j|  Biucc,  p.  74. 
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thority,  afferts,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  morning  of  the 
nuptials,  her  hulband  being  fent  with  a detachment  for  Riga, ' — . — 
the  marriage  was  never  confummated.  Thus  much  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  dragoon  was  abfent  when  Marienburgh  fur- 
rendered  to  the  Ruffians ; and  Catharine,  who  was  referved 
for  a higher  fortune,  never  faw  him  more 

General  Bauer  t,  upon  the  taking  of  Marienburgh,  faw 
Catharine  among  the  prifoners ; and,  being  fmitten  with  her 
youth  and  beauty,  took  her  to  his  houfe,  where  ffie  fuper- 
intended  his  domelhck  affairs,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  his 
miftrefs.  Soon  afterwards  ffie  was  removed  into  the  family 
of  prince  Menzikof,,who  was  no  lefs  ftruck  with  the  attrac- 
tions of  the  fair  captive  : with  him  Are  lived  until  1704, 


* What  became  of  her  h’jfband  is  un- 
known. 

Weber  fays,  that  Catharine,  for  fome 
time  after  file  lived  with  prince  Menzikof, 
ufed  to  inquire  about  her  hutband,  and 
that  (he  fent  him  occafionally,  though  pri- 
vately, fmall  prefents  ; and  that,  in  1705, 
he  was  killed  in  a Ikirmifli. 

Gordon  fays,  that  on  the  day  of  his  mar- 
riage he  was  killed  in  an  encounter,  for 
from  that  time  he  was  never  heard  of. 
Vol.  n.  p.  255. 

Motraye,  who  made  many  inquiries  about 
him,  concludes  by  faying,  he  could  be  af- 
fured  of  nothing  from  the  common  report 
of  the  country  concerning  the  fate  of  this 
new-married  man,  it  being  fo  varioufly  re- 
lated. 

f Weber  relates,  that  marlhal  Shereme- 
tof  was  the  general  who  firft  brought  Ca- 
tharine into  RulTia.  1 (liould  certainly  have 
fubmitted  to  his  authority,  if  Bruce  had  not 
alTerted  that  general  Bauer  was'^  the  perfon. 

Bruce  begins  his  narrative  by  faying  “ as 
“ general  Bauer  was  the  perfon  by  whofe 
“ means  the  emprefs  Catharine  arrived  af- 

terwards  to  fo  great  an  height and 
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Bruce’s  authority  muft  be  preferred  in  this 
in  (lance,  becaufe  he  probably  obtained  his 
information  from  his  uncle  general  Bruce, 
w'ho  was  intimately  acquainted  with  general 
Bauer,  and  could  not  be  millaken  in  this 
fad. 

Perhaps  this  conlradidion  may  be  rccon- 
ciled  by  conlidering,  that  although  marlhal 
Sheremetof  commanded  the  RulTian  army  in 
Livonia,  yet,  as  general  Bauer  was  the  next 
in  command,  he  might  either  have  headed 
the  party  which  entered  Marienburgh,  or 
have  taken  the  fair  prifoner  under  his  pro- 
tedion.  Perfons  have  doubted  whether  (he 
were  really  the  midrels  of  general  Bauer: 
but  when  Bruce  fays ’general  Bauer  “ gave 
“ immediate  orders  for  her  fafety  and  recep- 
“ tion  into  his  houfe,  of  which  he  gave  her 
“ the  whole  charge,  with  authority  over  all 
“ his  fervants,  by  whom  (lie  was  very  much 
“ beloved  from  her  manner  of  ufing  them  ; 
“ the  general  afterwards  often  laid,  his 
“ houfe  was  never  fo  well  managed  as  when 
“ (lie  was  with  him,”  p.  75.  We  can  have 
no  doubt  of  the  fad,  as  othervvife  a general 
would  hardly  place  a girl  under  lixteen  at 
the  head  of  his  houfliold. 

B when, 
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Bo^K  when,  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  her  age,  flie  became  the 
— 'iniftrefs  * of  Peter  the  Great,  and  won  fo  much  upon  his  af- 
fedlions,  that  he  efpoufed  t her  on  the  29th  of  May,  171 1. 
The  ceremony  was  fecretly  performed  at  Jawerof  in  Poland^ 
in  the  prefence  of  general  Bruce  ; and  on  the  20th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1712,  it  was  publickly  folemnized  with  great  pomp 
at  Peterfburgh. 

Catharine,  by  the  moft  unwearied  afliduity  and  unre- 
mitted attention,  by  the  foftnefs  and  complacency  of  her 
clifpofition,  but,  above  all,  by  an  extraordinary  livelinefs  and 
gaiety  of  temper,  acquired  a wonderful  afcendancy  over  the 
mind  of  Peter.  The  latter  was  fubjedl  to  occafional  horrors, 
which  at  times  rendered  him  gloomy  and  fufpicious,  and 
raifed  his  paflions  to  fuch  an  height,  as  to  produce  a tempo- 
rary madnefs.  In  thefe  dreadful  moments  Catharine  was 
the  only  perfon  who  durft  venture  to  approach  him,  and 
fuch  was  the  kind  of  fafcination  J die  had  acquired  over  his 
fenfes,  that  her  prefence  had  an  inftantaneous  efFe61: ; and 
the  firft  found  of  her  voice  compofed  his  mind  and 
calmed  his  agonies.  From  thefe  circumftances  die  feemed 
necedary,  not  only  to  his  comfort,  but  even  to  his 
very  cxidence  : dae  became  his  infeparable  companion  on 


* Weber  writes,  that  the  emperor  firft  faw 
her  as  flic  was  carrying  fome  dirties  through 
the  hall  : the  Auftrian  rninifter  lays  flie  was 
laiindrefs  to  prince  Menzikof ; that  at  the 
dole  of  an  entertainment  at  the  prince’s, 
when  the  emperor  and  company  were  in- 
t ixicated,  flic  was  recommended  to  Peter, 
hrc.  Biifchiiig  XL  p.  482. 

+ Gordon  fays,  that  flie  had  fcveral  chil- 
dren by  the  czar  before  he  cfiioufed  her,  par. 
liculaily  the  princefs  Anne.  The  czar,  he 
adds,  was  mari  icd  to  her  in  1710.  Life  of 
Perer,  Vol.  11.  p.  258. 

V/cl)er  only  relates,  that  the  marriage, 
wliich  was  before  kept  fccrct,  was  made 
1 lil  liek  in  1711.  Voltaire  places  the  fecrct 

7 


marriage  in  1707. 

The  following  paflTage, however,  in  Bruce’s 
Memoirs,  is  abfolutely  decilive. 

“ On  the  17th  (May,  1711)  we  arrived 
“ at  Warlaw,  and  at  Jawerof  on  the  aytli, 
“ where  we  found  the  czar  and  czarina, 
“ and  they  were  jiri/atel)’  married,  at.  -Mhich 
ceremony  the  general  was  prefent-,  and 
“ upon  this  occafion  he  was  made  mailer* 
“ general  of  the  ordnance,  in  the  room  of 
“ the  pjiince  of  Melita,  who  died  a prifoner 
“ ill  Sweden,”  p.  36. 

J “ Ellc  avait  un  afcend.uit  fur  fes  fens, 
“ (jui  tenait  prefquc  du  prodige.”  BalTe- 
witz  in  liufcli.  IX.  294.  See  alfo  the  firfl 
note  to  p.  409  of  this  work, 
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his  journeys  into  foreign  countries,  and  even  in  all  his  mili-  cha]‘. 
tary  expeditions.  v ^ ^ 

The  peace  of  Pruth,  by  which  the  Ruffian  army  was 
refcued  from  certain  deftrudtion,  has  been  wholly  attributed 
to  Catharine,  though  ffie  was  little  more  than  an  inftrument 
in  procuring  the  confent  of  Peter.  The  latter,  in  his  cam- 
paign of  17 1 1 againft  the  Turks,  having  imprudently  led 
his  troops  into  a difadvantageous  fituation,  took  the  defpe- 
rate  refolution  of  cutting  his  way  through  the  Turkiffi  army 
in  the  night.  With  this  refolution  he  retired  to  his  tent  in 
an  agony  of  defpair,  and  gave  pohtive  orders  that  no  one 
Ihould  be  admitted  under  pain  of  death.  In  this  impor- 
tant jundlure  the  principal  officers  and  the  vice-chancellor 
Shaffirof  * affembled  in  the  prefence  of  Catharine,  and  drew 
up  certain  preliminaries  in  order  to  obtain  a truce  from  the 
grand  vizier.  Inconfequenceof  this  determination  plenipoten- 
tiaries were  immediately  difpatched,  withoiit  the  knowledge 
of  Peter,  to  the  grand  vizier,  and  a peace  obtained  upon  more 
reafonable  conditions  than  could  have  been  expedled.  With 
thefe  conditions  Catharine,  notwithftanding  the  orders  iffiued 
by  Peter,  entered  his  tent,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  figii 
them:  Although  the  honour  of  this  peace,  fays  Gordon, 
was  wholly  attributed  to  Catharine,  yet,  as  he  juftly  remarks, 
the  generals,  together  with  the  vice-chancellor  Shaffirof, 

Motraye  attributes  the  principal  fuc*  “ there  made.  Ail  that  the  czarina  did 
cefs  of  the  negociation  with  the  grand  vizier  “ was  to  carry  to  the  czar,  when  he  was 
to  the  vice-chancellor  Shaffirof:  “ It  was  “retired  to  his  tent,  and  would  fee  none 
“ folely  to  his  ability,  and  not  to  any  pre-  “ but  her,  the  counfels  and  methods  which 
“ tended  prefents  of  the  czarina,  that  the  “ that  great  minifter  fuggefted,  in  order  to 
“ czar  owed  his  deliverance  at  Pruth-  I “a  treaty,  and  to  induce  him  to  agree  to 
“ was  well  informed  by  the  Pacha,  with  “ them,  and  to  give  him  a full  power  of 
“ w'hom  I was  then,  and  by  other  Turks,  “ aUing.”  Motraye’s  Travels,  Vol.  III.  p. 

“ even  enemies  to  the  vizier,  of  what  paffed  151,  note.  See  alfo  p,  103. 

“ there,  and  of  the  prefents  which  were 
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had  been  the  main  fprings  that  directed  this  machine.  Ca- 
u-v— > tharine,  however,  by  her  conda6i:  on  this  occahon,  acquired 
great  popularity  ; and  the  emperor  particularly  fpecifies  her 
behaviour  at  Pruth,  as  one  of  the  reafons  which  induced 
him  to  crown  her  publickly  at  Mofcow  with  his  own  hand. 
This  ceremony'"'''  was  performed  in  1724,  and,  although 
cleligned  by  Peter  only  as  a proof  of  his  afFedtion,  was  the 
principal  caufe  of  her  lubfeqaent  elevation. 

Some  authors  have  alferted  that  Peter  placed  the  crown 
upon  her  head  as  a prelude  to  his  future  intention  in  her  fa- 
vour, and  even  abfolutely  appointed  her  his  fucceifor ; but 
their  alfertions  are  without  the  leaft  foundation ; for  no  traces 
were  ever  difcovered  that  he  had  made  fuch  a difpofition, 
either  by  will  or  otherwife  : nothing  indeed  affords  a Ifronger 
proof  of  the  contrary,  than  the  very  manilefto  of  Catharine’s 
accefiion,  in  which  flie  refts  her  right  folely  upon  her  coro- 
jiation  at  Mofcow,  and  upon  the  refblutions  of  the  fenate, 
the  clergy,  and  the  body  of  the  generals  t.  From  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  let  us  inquire  by  what  extraordinary  means  a 
woman  of  her  low  birth  could  fucceed  in  fetting  afide  the 

grandfon 


* The  reader  will  find  a very  circum- 
fiantia!  account  of  the  coronation,  with  all 
the  ceremonies  and  entertainments,  in  Bruce, 
who  was  himfcif  prefcnt.  Bruce’s  Me- 
moirs, p.  351  to  363. 

“ Be  it  know  n to  all  and  every  one  by 
“ thefe  prefents,  that  it  hath  plcafed  Al- 
“ mighty  God  to  rake,  after  a violent  fick- 
nefs  of  twelve  days,  from  this  world  the 
“ moft  fcrene  and  mofi:  powerful  prince 
“ Peter  the  Great,  emperor,  and  abfoliite 
“ fovereign  of  all  the  Ruflias,  father  of  liis 
“ country,  and  our  mofi  gracious  lord,  in 
“ order  to  raile  him  to  eternal  glory. 

“ ^He  order  of  fu.  ccjfion  to  the  throne  of 
**  Kujfia  leui^  regulated  hy  his  imperial  rnajefy 
*'  of  nsof  glorious  memory^  in  his  decree^  dated 


“ the  ^th  of  Fe^jrrtaiy,  1722,  vjhich  ivas pui- 
‘ ‘ lifed  tj  the  whole  nation,  and  confirmed  hy 
‘ ‘ the  oaths  of  all  the  fates  ajfcmhled  together  ; 
“ namely,  that  he  or  fc,  whom  it  fyould plcafe 
“ his  imperial  majefy  to  appoint,  foould fuccced 
‘ ‘ to  the  throne  : and  accordingly  he  was  pleafed 
“ that,  in  the  year  1724,  his  dear  confort,  oiir 
“ mof  gracious  emprefs,  Catharhie  Alexlcfna^ 
fjould  receive,  as  foe  did  ejfcdiually  receive, 
“ the  crown  and  the  facred  inauguration,  hy 
“ reafsH  of  the  numherUfs  y real  and  important 
fervices  which  foe  performed  for  the  advan~ 
“ tage  of  the  Rufian  empire-,  as  was  fufici- 
“ cntly  and  amply  declared  in  the  manififo, 
“ dated  the  i ^th  of  Novemher,  1723. 

“ For  which  reafons  the  fenate  or  council  of 
“ regency,  and  the  facred  fynod,  in  conjunc- 
“ tion 
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grandfon  of  Peter  the  Great,  who  was  the  lineal  heir  of  the 
Ruffian  empire  ; and  afcend  the  throne,  to  which  ffie  could ' — ^ 
have  no  pretenlions  but  by  the  exprefs  appointment  of  Peter. 

Her  influence  continued  undiminiffied  until  a ffiort  time 
before  the  death  of  that  emperor,  when  fome  circumftances 
happened  which  occafioned  fuch  a coolnefs  between  them, 
as  would  probably  have  ended  in  a total  rupture  if  his  death 
had  not  fortunately  intervened.  The  original  caufe  of  this 
mifunderftanding  arofe  from  the  following  difcovery  of  a 
fecret  connecStion  between  Catharine  and  her  firft  chamber- 
lain,  whofe  name  was  Mons.  The  emperor,  who  was  fuf- 
picious  of  this  conne£lion,  quitted  Peterfburgh  under  pre- 
tence of  removing  to  a villa  for  a few  days,  but  privately  re- 
turned to  his  winter  palace  in  the  capital.  From  thence  he 
occafionally  fent  one  of  his  confidential  pages  with  a com- 
plimentary mefifage  to  the  emprefs,  as  if  he  had  been  in  the 
country,  and  with  fecret  orders  to  obferve  her  motions. 

From  the  page’s  information  the  emperor,  on  the  tl  ir  I 
night,  furprized  Catharine  in  an  arbour  of  the  garden  with 
her  favourite  Mons ; while  his  filler  Madame  Balke,  who  was 
firfl  lady  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the  emprefs,  was,  in  com- 
pany with  a page,  upon  the  watch  without  the  arbour. 

Peter*,  whofe  violent  temper  was  inflamed  by  this  dif- 
covery, flruck  Catlmrine  with  his  cane,  as  well  as  the  page 
who  endeavoured  to  prevent  him  from  entering  the  arbour, 
and  then  retired  without  uttering  a lingle  word  either  to 

Mons 

tion  with  the  body  of  generals,  have  una-  “ prefs  Catharine  Alexiefna,  abfolute  fovc- 
“ nimoully  ordained,  and  do  notify,  by  the  “ reign,  of  all  the  Ruflias,”  See  Dumont 
“ prefent  printed  ediiff,  that  all,  as  well  ec-  Corps  Diplom.  Vol.  VllL  T.  TI.  p.  104. 

“ clefiaftical  as  military  and  civil,  of  all  ranks  * Bafl'evitz  and  Voltaire  relate  this  tranf- 
“ and  conditions,  be  fubjeft  and  faithful  to  aftion  in  a dilTerent  manner  but  neither  of 
“ the  molt  ferene  and  moft  powerful  era-  them  would  reprelent  any  circuraHa.n''e 
I ' tending 
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BOOK  ]^jons  or  his  lifter.  A few  days  after  this  tranfacftion  thefe 
— . — 'perfons  were  taken  into  cuftody,  and  Mons  was  carried  to 
the  winter  palace,  where  no  one  had  admiftion  to  him  bnt 
Peter,  who  himfelf  brought  him  his  proviftons.  A report 
was  at  the  fame  time  circulated,  that  they  were  imprifoned 
for  having  received  bribes,  and  making  their  Jnfluence  over 
the  emprefs  fubfervient  to  their  own  mercenary  views. 
Mons  being  examined  by  Peter,  in  the  prefence  of  major-gene- 
ral Ufchakof,  and  threatened  with  the  torture,  confefted 
the  corruption  which  was  laid  to  his  charge.  He  w^as  be- 
headed ; his  ftfter  received  five  ftrokes  of  the  knoot,  and  was 
baniflied  into  Siberia ; two  of  her  fons,  who  w’ere  chamber- 
lains, were  alfo  degraded  and  fent  as  common  fokliers  among 
the  Ruffian  troops  in  Perfia.  On  the  day  fubfequent  to  the 
execution  of  the  fentence,  Peter  conveyed  Catharine  in  an 
open  carriage  under  the  gallows,  to  which  was  nailed  the 
head  of  Mons  : the  emprefs,  without  changing  colour  at  this 
dreadful  fight,  exclaimed,  What  a pity  it  is,  that  there  is 
fo  much  corruption  among  courtiers  !” 

This  event  happened  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1724, 
and  as  it  w^as  foon  followed  by  Peter’s  death,  and  as  Catharine, 
upon  her  acceffion,  recalled  Madame  Ealke,  it  has  been 
fufpedled  that  fire  fliortened  the  days  of  her  hufband  by  poi- 
fon.  But,  notwithftanding  the  critical  fituation  for  Catharine 
in  which  he  died,  and  her  fubfequent  elevation,  yet  this 
charge  is  totally  deftitute  of  the  leaft  fliadow  of  proof ; for 
the  circumftances  of  Peter’s  diforder  were  too  w'ell  knowm,  and 


tending  in  the  Icaft  to  criminate  Catharine. 
TheAtiflrian  envoy,  from  whom  the  above 
elation  is  chiefly  extraffed,  fays,  that  lie  re- 
teiveti  information  of  the  whole  affair  from 
f he  jiagc  fent  by  Peter,  whofe  name  was 
Urcserneh.  Bufe.  ilifl.  Mag.  XL  p.  4<^. 


EafTevitz  himfelf  mentions  the  anecdote 
of  his  driving  her  under  the  gallows,  which 
feems  to  imply  that  Peter  certainly  thought 
Catharine  guilty  of  an  intrigue  with  Mons. 

* BalTcvitz  in  Bufe.  Hill.  Mag.  IX.  p. 
372. 
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the  peculiar  fymptoms  of  his  laft  illnefs  fufficiently  account 
for  his  death  without  the  neceffity  of  recurring  to  poifon.  < — i 

Peter  having,  in  the  year  1724,  decreed  that  the  reigning 
fovereign  Ihould  have  the  power  of  appointing  his  fucceflbr, 
ought,  in  common  prudence,  to  have  provided  one  in  cafe 
of  his  hidden  death  ; but  he  was  feized  with  his  laft  illnefs 
before  he  had  performed  that  neceifary  duty.  The  diforder 
with  which  he  w^as  attacked  was  a ftrangury,  which  at  firft 
did  not  carry  with  it  any  alarming  fymptoms  of  immediate 
danger  ; but  fuddenly  increafmg  to  a violent  degree,  occafi- 
oned  fuch  excruciating  tortures,  as,  in  a fhort  time,  totally 
deprived  him  of  his  fenfes.  In  a lucid  interval  he  demanded 
pen  and  paper,  and  endeavoured  to  write,  but  he  could  only 
trace  charadters  that  were  not  legible.  He  then  called  for 
his  daughter  Anne,  but  before  flie  arrived  his  fpeech  and  his 
underftanding  entirely  forfook  him,  and  he  remained  in  a 
ftate  of  perfect  imbecility,  but  ftill  breathing,  for  fix  and 
thirty  hours  before  he  expired  t. 

From  this  account,  drawn  from  the  moft  unqueftionable 
authorities,  it  is  evident  that  he  did  not  appoint  his  heir  : 
and  though  fome  perfons  have  concluded  that  he  purpofed 

* “Peter,”  fays  the  Auftrian  envoy,  “ ended  in  his  death.  Upon  his  death-bed 
“ had  formerly  contrafted  from  one  of  his  “ he  grievouily  repented  of  his  fins,  confefled 
“ miftreffes  a complaint,  which  on  account  “ that  he  had  Ihed  much  innocent  blood,  ex- 
“ of  his  exceffes  was  never  completely  era-  “ prefled  the  greatcfl  concern  for  his  beha- 
“ cheated  ; and,  upon  his  drinking,  at  the  “ viour  to  his  unfortunate  fon,  adding,  how- 
“ ridiculous  eleclicnofthemock patriarch  J,  “ ever,  that  he  hoped  God  would  forgive  his 
“ an  enormousquantityofwine, beer,  mead,  “fins  in  conlidcration  of  the  good  he  had 
“ and  brandy,  it  increafed  to  fuch  a degree  “ conferred  on  his  country.”  Bufe.  Hiif. 

“ as  to  become  incurable  ; but  as  there  ap-  IMag.  XI.  p.  496. 

“ peared  no  external  fymptoms  of  the  com-  Gordon  fays,  “ he  caught  cold,  which, 

“ plaint, thephyficiansconceivedthecliforder  “ with  a violent  flrangury  and  retention  of 
‘ ' to  be  the  flone,  and  treated  it  accordingly.  ‘ ‘ urine,  occafioned  by  an  impoflhume  in  his 
“ By  thefe  means  the  virus  at  length  gradu-  “ bladder,  put  an  end  to  his  life  on  the  28th 
“ ally  gained  fuch  ah  height  as  to  form  an  “ of  January,  1725.” 

“ abfeefs  in  the  bladder,  which,  in  his  lall  f Baflewitz  in  BufchinglX.  p.  373.  alfo 
“ illnefs,  brought  on  a flrangury,  that  foon  Weber  Ver.  Rufl'.  Vol.  II,  p.  199. 

J Sec  an  account  of  this  in  Bruce’s  Memoirs, 
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BOOK  entailing  the  crown  upon  his  grandfon  Peter  II. ; yet  It  is 

moil  probable  that  he  had  deftined  his  eldeft  daughter 

Anne  to  be  his  fuccellor  ; but  was  prevented  by  the  fudden- 
nefs  of  his  death  from  carrying  that  delign  into  execution 

But 


* I have  already  given  my  reafons  for 
adoptingthisopinion.  Seep.  516.10  the  note. 

Monlieur  Le  Clerc,  in  his  Hiftoire,  Phy- 
fique.  Morale,  Civile,  et  Politique  de  la 
•Rulfie  Modtrne,  alTerts,  that  Peter  I.  abfo- 
lutely  appointed  Peter  II.  his  fucceffor.  As 
the  whole  paflage  relative  to  this  hitherto 
unkncivn  anecdote  is  extremely  curious,  I 
lhall  here  infert  it,  and  accompany  it  with  a 
few  obfervations. 

“ Lon'que  ce  prince  (Pierre  I.)  vit  arri- 
“ ver  rinftant  de  fa  morr,  il  fit  un  dernier 
“ effort  pour  fe  lever  de  fon  lit,  et  pour 
“ ecrire  I’ordre  qui  excluoit  du  Trone  Ca- 
“ tharine  I.  et  qui  y pla^oit  Pierre  II.  fils  de 
“ I’infortune  Alexis.  On  verra  dans  la 
“ fuite  de  cet  ouvrage,  les  raifons  qui  deter- 
“ minirent  Pierre  1.  a exclure  Catharine 
“ qui  lui  avoit  etc  fi  chere.  Nous  nous 
“ bornons  ici  a dire  que  I’ordre  etoit  ecrit 
“ lorfqu’il  tomba  en  foibleffe,  et  qii’il  niou- 
“ rut  quelqiies  heures  apres. 

“ Pierre  I.  mourut  entre  les  bras  du 
“ prince  Menzikof,  .des  comtes  de  Reument- 
“ zof  ct  Tolftoc,  et  de  deux  majors  de 
“ gardes — a-Pied  nommes  Mammonof. 
“ Avant  d’annoncer  la  mort  de  I’empereur, 
“ leur  premier  foin  fut  de  lire  fes  dernicres 
“ volontcs,  et  d’opiner  fur  I’ufage  qii’ils  en 
“ devoient  faire. 

Le  prince  Tolfloc  porta'la  parole  aux  au- 
tres,  ct  dit  : “ Les  intentions  de  Pierre 
•“  nous  fontconnucs  ; mais  prenons  garde  a 
“ cc  quenous  allons  faire.  Pierre  II.  nous 
“ doit  hair,  il  nous  hrtit ; fi  nous  le  pla^ons 
“ fur  Ic  Tionc,  nous  ferons  les  pi'emiercs 
“ viflimes  qu’il  immolcra  i la  vengeance 
“ de  fon  perc. 

“ 'folfloc  etoit  natiircllcment  eloquent 
*'•  et  perfuafif ; ct  dans  cette  conjundture, 
“ I’cloquencc  etoit  jointe  a la  verite.  On  fut 
**  d’avis  dc  deroger  aux  iutcutiens  de  Pern* 


pereur  defunt,  et  de  fiipprimer  I’ordre 
“ d’exclufion.  Alors  les  majors  de  gardes 
“ annoncerent  la  mort  de  Pierre  I.  le  regne 
“ de  Catharine,  et.  les  gardes  la  proclamc- 
“ rent  en  criant  Oura,  felon  I’ufage  du' 
“ pays.  Cette  anecdote  fecrette  eft  exadfe 
“ dans  tons  fes  points.”  Hift.  (Mod.  dc 
Ruffle,  p.  443. 

I will  frankly  own  that  I muft  fufpend  my 
judgement  with  refpedt  to  the  truth  of  this 
f’ecret  anecdote,  exadt  in  all  Its  circum- 
ftances,  until  the  ingenious  author  fliall 
condefeend  to  cite  his  authority.  For  as  it 
pofitively  contradidls  the  relation  of  Baffc- 
witz,  who  had  fo  great  a fltare  in  railing 
Catharine  to  the  throne  ; of  count  Munich, 
who  was  fo  well  verfed  in  the  political  en- 
trigues  of  t|ie  Ruffian  court:  and  of  the 
Auflrian  envoy,  who  was  prefent  at  Peterf- 
burgh  during  the  acceffion  of  Catharine  ^ 
it  would  recpiire  ftronger  evidence  in  favour 
•of  its  authenticity  than  the  mere  affirmation 
of  an  hiftorian,  hovyever  ingenious,  even  if 
it  did  not  contain  many  circumftances 
which  feem  to  be  falfe. 

Can  Peter  be  faid  to  have  cjt:c/utiellCatha~ 
line  from  the  throne  by  the  appointment  of 
Peter  II.  even  fuppofing  that  appointment 
to  have  formally  taken  place  ? Exclufion 
implies  right  ; and  what  right  had  Catha- 
rine but  from  the  nomination  of  Peter  ? and 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  had  ever  formed 
the  moft  diftant  views  of  making  that  no- 
mination. 

The  fpeech  of  Tolftod  is  improbable  in 
itfclf,  and  contradidled  by  the  moft  pofitive 
teftimony.  It  is  improbable : becaufe 
though  we  imagine  that  Tolftoe,  who 
was  a creature  of  Menzikof,  might  have 
hinted  to  that’prince  a fuggeftion  to  djftroy 
any  written  appointment  of  the  fucceffor, 
yet  we  cannot  liippofe  that  he  would  openly 
make 
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But,  without  dwelling  upon  fa61s  which  are  foreign  to  the 
prefent  hiftory,  let  us  haften  to  the  eledion  of  Catharine. 

While  Peter  was  yet  lying  in  the  agonies  of  death,  feveral 
oppofite  parties  were  caballing  to  difpofe  of  the  crown.  At 
a confiderable  meeting  of  many  among  the  principal  nobility, 
it  was  fecretly  determined,  on  the  moment  of  his  dilTolution, 
to  arreft  Catharine,  and  to  place  Peter  Alexievitch  upon  the 
throne  Baffewitz,  apprized  of  this  refolution,  repaired  in 
perfon  to  the  emprefs,  although  it  was  already  night.  “ My 
« grief  and  confternation,”  replied  Catharine,  “ render  me 
“ incapable  of  a6ling  myfelf ; do  you  and  prince  Menzikof 
‘‘  confult  together,  and  I will  embrace  the  meafures  which 
you  fhall  approve  in  my  name.”  Baffewitz,  finding 
Menzikof  afleep,  awakened  and  informed  him  of  the  preffing 
danger  which  threatened  the  emprefs  and  her  party.  As 


make  that  propofal  before  count  Romantzof 
and  the  two  majors,  without  having  firft 
founded  them,  and  endeavoured  to  gain 
them  over  to  his  purpofe. 

It  is  contradifted  by  the  moll  pofitive 
teflimony,  btcaufe  it  appears  from  Bafle- 
vvitz,  that,  during  the  feveral  hours  in 
which  I’eter  lay  in  a Rate  of  inl’enfibility, 
and  before  he  expired,  Menzikof  had  taken 
all  the  necelfary  precautions  for  the  accef- 
lion  of  Catharine, 

With  rcfpccl  to  the  of  the  cxclujion, 
and  the  appointnietit  of  Peter  If,  fupjiofed  to 
he  written  by  Peter  himfelf  in  the  midll  of 
his  laR  illnels,  it  is  moll  probable  that  fuch 
an  order  was  never  written  : for  the  dernier 
effort  pour  fc  lever  fan  Jit,  Stc.  is  the  fame  al- 
luded to  by  BafTev.’itz,  from  w'hom  it  ap- 
pears that  Peter  only  traced  illegible  cha- 
raclers  ; and  this  It  ate  of  the  calc  is  con- 
firmed by  tiie  tianoveriaii  envo^',  Weber, 
who  had  no  conne6iioa  either  with  Menzi- 
kof or  Balfewitz  : Schrieb  auch  etlich'e 
woite,  aber  fo  unleferlicli,  &:c.  he 'wrote  a 
few  'Words,  hut  fo  illegibly,  that  no  one  coK'd 
make  cut  their  rieaning.  Veran.  Rulf.  vol.  IT. 

1 


p.  199. 

The  AuRrian  envoy  alfo  fays,  that  “ di 
“ er  dann  etwas  anfschreiben  wollen,  aber 
“ vor  Schwachheit  nicht  gekonnt : he  was 
“ def rolls  of  writing  fame  thing,  hut  could 
“ not  through  'Weak/ufs."  Buf.  Hill.  Mag. 
XI.  p.  496. 

Baflewitz  alTcrts,  that  Peter  expired  in 
the  arms  of  Catharine. 

“ L’Emptreur  expira  entre  les  bras  de 
“ fon  epoufe.”  Buf.  Hill.  IX.  p.  375. 

This  is  all'o  confirmed  by  Weber,  “ End- 
“ lich  in  der  Nacht,”  &c.  “ At  laR  this 

“ great  monarch  expired  withontmakingany 
“ will,  while  the  emprefs  threw  herfelfupon 
“ her  knees,  and  cried  out,  “ God  open  thy 
“ paradife,  and  take  this  great  foul  xinto 
“ thyfelf.”  Ver,  Rulf  vol.  II.  p.  199. 

Thcfe  are  the  rcafons  which  induce  me 
to  doubt  whether  this  fecret  anecdote  of 
Monf.  Ic  Clerc  is  as  exaft  in  all  its  circum- 
Rances  as  he  affirms  it  to  be. 

•*  Tant  qu’on  lui  favoit  tin  foufle  ds  vie, 
perfonne  n’ofoit  I’eiitreprendre.  Telle  eto.t 
la  force  dn  refpcdl  ct  dc  la  terreur,  qu’im- 
prima  cc  heros.  Baffewitz,  p.  374. 
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Bo^K  j^Q  tiQTe  remained  for  long  deliberation,  the  prince  inftantly 
V — feized  the  treafure,  fecured  the  fortrels,  gained  the  officers, 
of  the  guards  by  bribes  and  proroifes,  allb  a few  of  the  no- 
bihty,  and  the  principal  clergy.  Thefe  partijzans  beings 
convened  in  the  palace,  Catharine  made  her  appearance  : 
flie  claimed  the  throne  in  right  of  her  coronation  at  Mofcow; 
ffie  expofed  the  ill  effedts  of  a minority ; and  promifed, 
that,  “ fo  far  from  depriving  the  great-duke  of  the  crown, 
fhe  would  receive  it  only  as  a facred  depofit,  to  be  reftored 
“ to  him  when  fhe  ffiould  be  united,  in  another  world,  to  an 
adored  hufband,  whom  flie  was.  now  upon  the  point  of 
“ lofing.” 

The  pathetick  manner  with  which  fhe  uttered  this  addrefs,. 
and  the  tears  which  accompanied  it,  added  to  the  previous 
ditf ribution  of  large  fums  of  money  and  jew^els,  produced  the 
defired  effect  : at  the  clofe  of  this  meeting  the  remainder  of 
the  night  was  employed  in  making  the  neceffary  preparations 
to  enfure  her  acceliion  in  cafe  of  the  emi^eror’s  death. 

¥th.  8,  Peter  at  length  expired  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  Ja- 
nuary,  O.  S.  This  event  being  made  known,  the  fenate,  the 
generals,  the  principal  nobility  and  clergy,  halfened  to  the  pa- 
lace to  proclaim  the  new  fovereign.  The  adherents  of  the; 
great-duke  Teemed  fecure  of  fuccefs  and  the  friends  of  Ca- 
tharine w'ere  avoided  as  perfons  doomed  to  deftrudiion.  At 
this  jundfure  Baflewitz  whifpered^  one  of  the  oppofite  party,. 
‘‘  The  emprefs  is  miftrefs  of  the  treafure  and  the  fortrefs  ; 
“ fhe  has  gained  over  the  guards  and  the  fynod,  and  many 
“ of  the  chief  nobility  even  here  ffie  has  more  followers 
“ than  you  imagine  : advife  therefore  your  friends  to  make 
‘‘  no  oppofition  as  they  value  their  heads.”  This  informa- 
tion being  rapidly  circulated,  Baflewitz  gave  the  appointed 
fignal,  and  the  two  regiments  of  guards,  whohadbeeii  gained 

by 
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by  a largefs-  to  declare  for  Catharine,  and  had  already  fur- 
rounded  the  palace,  beat  to  arms.  “ Who  has  dared,”  ex- 
claimed prince  Repnin,  the  commander  in  chief,  to  order 
out  the  troops  without  my  knowledge !” — I,”  returned 
general  Butturlin,  without  pretending  to  difpute  your  au- 
thority,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  my  moft  graci- 
ous  miftrefs.”  This  Raort  reply  was  followed  by  a dead 
filence.  In  this  moment  of  fufpenfe  and  anxiety  Menzikof 
entered  preceding  Catharine,  fupported  by  the  duke  of  Hoi- 
Rein.  She  attempted  to  fpeak,  but  was  prevented  by  fighs  t 
and  tears  from  giving  utterance  to  her  words  : at  length, 
recovering  herfelf,  I come,”  flie  faid,  notwithRanding 
the  grief  which  now  overwhelms  me,  to  aRure  you,  that, 
fubmiRive  to  the  will  of  my  departed  huRoand,  whofe  me- 
mory  will  be  ever  dear  to  me,  I am  ready  to  devote  my 
days  to  the  painful  occupations  of  government,  until  Pro- 
vidence  Riall  fummon  me  to  follow  him.”  Then,  after  a 
flaort  paufe,  Rae  artfully  added,  If  the  great-duke  will  pro- 
fit  by  nay  in ftruiRions,  perhaps  I Raall  have  the  confolation, 
during  my  wretched  widowhood,  of  forming  for  you  an 
emperor  worthy  of  the  blood  and  the  name  of  him  whom 
you  have  now  irretrievably  loR.”«— As  this  crifis,”  re- 


* The  Aiiftrian  envoy  fliys,  that  the 
giiai'ds  received  each  £6. 

f “ Tlie  fame  perfon  atferts,  that  Catha- 
“ rine,akhougli  flicfecretly rejoiced atPeter’s 
“ death,  played  the  faixe  admirably  ; the 
**  ceafed  not  her  lamentations  and  gi'oans  ; 
“ (he  i-epeatedly  kilfed  the  body;  fereamed 
“ and  fvvooned  without  ceafing  ; fo  that  the 
“ by-ftandcis,  who  were  not  accpiainted  with 
“ the  real  ftate  of  the  circumftance,  were 
moved  with  compailion,  while  the  otliers 
could  haixlly  retrain  from  laughing.” 
Buf.  Hitt.  Mag.  XI.  p.  497.  • 


BatTewitz  alfo  relates  the  grief  of  the 
emprefs,  which  he,  on  the  contrary,  like  a 
true  courtier,  ailtrras  to  have  been  real. 
“ Infenfrble  a tout  autre  fentirnent,  qu'.a 
“ cclui  de  I’affliiftion,  I’irnperatrice  n’avart 
“ pas  quitte  ton  cheveC  de  trois  nuits.” 
And  again, 

“ Catharine,  an  lien  de  hater  fes  pas  vers 
“ eirx  et  le  feeptre,  emhrairoit  vainement 
“ fon  E])onx  agonifant,  qui  ne  la  connoittoit 
“ plus,  et  ne  pouvoit  s’en  detacher.  Ibid, 
IX.  p.  373.  et  feq. 
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BOOK  plied  Menzikof,  is  a moment  of  fuch  importance  to  the^ 

^1— ^ “ good  of  the  empire,  and  requires  the  moft  mature  delibe^ 

“ ration,  your  majefty  will  permit  us  to  confer  without  re- 
“ ftraint,  that  this  whole  affair  may  be  tranfadted  without 
reproach,  as  well  in  the  opinion  of  the  prefent  age,  as  in 
‘‘  that  of  pofterity.” — “ Acting  as  I do,”anfwered  Catharine, 
“ more  for  the  publick  good  than  for  my  own  advantage,  L 
am  not  afraid  to  fubmit  all  my  concerns  to  the  judgement 
of  fuch  an  enlightened  aflembly  you  have  not  only  my 
“ permiffion  to  confer  with  freedom,  but  I lay  my  commands 
“ upon  you  all,  to  deliberate  maturely  on  this  important 
“ lubjedf  ; and  promife  to  adopt  whatever  may  be  the  refult 
of  your  decifions.”  At  the  conclufion  of  thefe  words  the 
alfcmbly  retired,  into  another  apartment,  and  the  doors  were- 
locked. 

It  was  previoufly  fettled  by  Menzikof  andshis  party  that 
Catharine  fliould  be  emprefs and  the.  guards,,  who  fur- 
rounded  the  palace  with  drums  beating  and  colours  flying,, 
effedlually  vanquiflied'  all  oppolitiono.  The  only  circum- 
ftance,  therefore,  which  remained,  was  to^give  a juft  colour  to> 
her  title,  by  perfuading  the  aflembly  that  Peter  intended  to, 
have  named  her  his  fucceflbr.  For  this  purpofe  Menzikof 
demanded  of  that  emperor’s  fceretary,  whether,  his  late  mafter. 
had  left  any  written  declaration  of  his  intentions.  The  fe- 
cretary  replied,.  That  a little  before  his  laft.  journey  to. 
“ Mofeow  he  had  deftroyed  a.  will;  and  that  he  had'fre- 
quently  expreffed  his  dcfign  of  making  another,. but  had, 
“ always  been  prevented, by  the  refleeftion,  that  if  he  thonght- 
“ his  people,  whom  he  had  raifed  from  a ftate  of  barbarifm, 
“ to  an  high  degree  of  power  and  glory,  could  be  ungrate- 
“ fill,  he  would  not  expofe  his-  final. inclinations  to  the  infult" 
(;f  a lefuful ; and  that  if  they  rccoUcdlcd  what  they  owed; 

“ to. 
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“ to  his  labours,  they  would  regulate  their  condudl  by  his  chap. 
^ intentions,  which  he  had  difclofed  with  more  foleranity 
“ than  could  be  manifefted  by  any  writing.”  An  altercation 
now  began  in  the  affembly,  and  fome  of  the  nobles  having 
the  courage  tooppofe  the  acceffion  of  Catharine,  Theophanes, 
arohbifliop  of  Plefcof,  called  to  their  recollection  the  oath 
which,  they  had  all  taken  in  1722,  to  acknowledge  the  fuc- 
ceilbr  appointed  by  Peter ; and  added,  that  the  fentimenrs 
of  that  emperor  delivered  by  the  fecretary  were  in  effect 
an  appointment  of  Catharine.  The  oppolite  party,  however,, 
denied, thefe  fentiments  to  be  fo  clear  as  the  fecretary  chofe  to 
infinuate  ; and  infilled,  that  as  their  late  monarch  had  failed 
to  nominate  his  heir,  the  election  of  the  new  fovereign  lliould 
revert  to  the  ftate.  Upon  this  the  archbilliop  further  teftihed, 
that,  the  evening  before  the  coronation  of  the  emprefs  at 
Mofcow,  Peter  had  declared  in  the  houfe  of  an  Englilh  mer- 
chant, that  he  lliould  place  the  crown  upon  her  head  with  no 
other  view  than  to  leave  her  railtrefs  of  the  empire  after 
his  deceafe.  This  atteftation  being  confirmed; by  many  per- 
foiis  prefent,  Menzikof  cried  otit,  ‘‘  What  need  have  we  of 
“ any  teltament ! A reftifal  to  conform  to  the  inclination  of 
“ our  great  fovereign,  thus  authenticated,  would  be  both 
“ unjuft  and  criminaU  Long  live  the  emin'cfs  Catharine!”' 
Thefe  words  being  inftan tan eoufty  repeated  by  the  greateft 
part  of  thofe  who  were  prefent,  Menzikof,  fainting  Catharine 
by  the  title  of  emprefs,  paid  his  lirft  obcifance  by  killing  her 
hand;  and  his  example  was  followed  by  the  whole  ahembly.- 
She  next  prefented  herlelf  at  the  window  to  the  guards,  and 
to  the  people,  who  (houted  acclamations  of  “ Long  live  Ca- 
“ tharine,”  while  Menzikof  fcattered  among  them  handfuls 
of  money  Thus,  fays  a.  cotemporary,  the  emprefs  veas 

raifcdl 


» Xiiij  account  of  tlu  e legion  of  Catliarinc  is  ch'cll/  extras  d fr,  m Bairowit?,. 
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BOOK  i-aifed  to  the  throne  by  the  guards, in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
— ,-l_/  Roman  emperors  by  the  prxtorian  cohorts,  without  either  the 
appointment  of  the  people  or  of  the  legions 

The  reign  of  Catharine  may  be  conhdered  as  the  reign  of 
Menzikof  : that  emprefs  having  neither  inclination  nor  abi- 
lities to  dire«5f  the  helm  of  government ; and  flie  placed  the 
moll  implicit  confidence  in  a man  who  had  been  the  original 
author  of  her  good  fortune,  and  the  foie  inftrument  of  her 
elevation  to  the  throne. 

During  her  fl^ort  reign  her  life  w'as  very  irregular  : Rie 
was  extremely  averfe  to  bufinefs  ; would  frequently,  when 
the  weather  was  fine,  pafs  whole  nights  in  the  open  air  ; 
and  was  particularly  intemperate  in  the  ufe  of  tokay-wine, 
in  which  the  often  indulged  herfelf  to  excefs  t.  Thefe  ir- 
regularities, joined  to  a cancer  and  a dropfy,  haftened  her 
end  ; and  file  expired  on  the  17th  of  May,  1727,  a little 
more  than  two  years  after  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  and  in 
about  the  39th  year  of  her  age. 


v.  ho  affifled  prince  Menzikof  in  this  revolu- 
tion, and  certainly  mtift  deferve  credit  as  far 
as  he  chofe  to  difeover  the  fecret  cabals. 
Some  authors  relate  this  event  Ibmewhat 
diiierently  ; but  this  dillcrence  is  ealily  re- 
conciled, and  the  main  fabiis  continue  the 
fame.  Bnl'ch  ng  alTcrts,  as  he  was  informed 
by  count  Munich,  that  Peter  was  no  fooner 
<lcad,  than  the  fenate  and  nobles  alfembled 
in  the  palace  unknown  to  prince  Menzikof. 
Tlie  latter,  being  informed  of  the  meet- 
ing, rcjtaired  to  the  palace,  and  was  re- 
fiiicd  admittance  ; upon  which  he  fent  lor 
gcneia)  Butturlin,  with  a company  of 
guards  ; and,  l)iirAing  open  the  doof  of 
i.ic  apartment  in  whi' h the  meeting  was 
liehi,  declared  Catharine  c ■ pre.'s.  Buf- 
chiiig,  \ ol.  1.  p.  15;  alfo  hbauclic,  &c. 
p.  '.o. 

■J'he  Andrian  envoy  fays,  that  general 
B'Otiirliii  threatened  o mafl.icrc  the  f.  nate  if 
tlicinembcrc.  did  o'-t  acknowledge  Catharine. 


Bnt  we  have  already  feen,  from  the  an- 
thority  of  Baffewitz,  that  many  of  the  no- 
bles, &c.  repaired  to  the  palace  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  prince  Mei-^ikof;  that  general  But- 
turliii  had  high  words  with  prince  Repnin 
and  the  oppofite  party  ; that  prince  Men- 
zikof’s  prefence  utterly  dilconcerted  them; 
and  it  js  probable  that  both  prince  Menzi- 
kof and  Buttnrlin  might  have  threatened 
the  nobles,  which  Ball'cwiiz  might  not  chute 
to  record,  as  he  was  willing  to  make  the 
nomination  of  Catharine  as  nnariiaous  as 
poffible:  although  he  fays,  “ CVlt  aiufi 
“ qiie  Catharine  failit  le  fccptre,  qu’tlle 
“ mcritoit  a fi  jufle  titre.” 

In  a word,  thefe  three  accounts  are  ealily 
reconcileable  to  each  other  ; they  all  prove 
one  lath,  that  Mcnzik(  f,  -.-i.licr  by  hiinlch  or 
his  agents,  by  bnhes,  proinites  and  tlirents, 
forcetl  the  n bility  to  proclaim  t'.i  harinc. 

Aullrian  envoy  in  i-.ulctiing  \i.p.  502, 
•|-  Bui',  iiid,  Mag.  lil.p.  lys. 
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As  the  deaths  of  fovereigns  in  defparick.  countries  nre  fel- 
dom  imputed  to  natural  caufes,  that  of  Catharine  has  alib  ' — j 
been- attributed  to  poiioii ; as  it  the  diforders  which  preyed 
upon  her  frame  vrere  not  fufficient  to  b-ring  her  to  the  grave. 

Some  affert,  that  the  was  poifoned  in  a glafs  of  fpirituous 
liquor  ; others  by  a,  pear  given  her  by  general  Diever.  Suf- 
picions  alfo  fell  upon  prince  Menzizof,  who,  a fnort  time- 
before  her  deceaie,  had  a trifling  mifunderftanding  vrith  her,, 
and  who  was  atcufed  of  haflening  her  death,  that  he  miglit 
reign  with  hill  more  abfolute  power  during  the  minority  of 
Peter  II.  But  thefe  reports  defervc  not  the  lead;  credit,  and  were 
merely  diblated  by  the  fpirit  of  party,  or  by  popular  rumour, 
Catharine  was  in  her  perfon  under  the  middle  fize,  and 
in  her  youth  delicate  and  well  formed,  but  inclined  to  cor- 
pulency as  die  advanced  in  years.  She  had  a fair  com- 
plexion, dark  eyes,  and  light  hair,  which  Ihc  was  always  ac- 
cuftomed  to  die  with  a black  colour  She  couhl  neither 
read  nor  write  I ; her  daughter  Elizabeth  ufuaily  figned  her 
name  for  her,  and  particularly  to  her  laft  will  and  telfament;; 
and  count  Ofterman  generally  put  her  hgnatvire  to  the  pub- 
lick  decrees  and  difpatches.  Pier  abilities  have  been  greatly 
exaggerated  by  her  panegyrifts.  Gordon,  who  had  fre- 
quently feen  her,  feems,  of  all  writers,  to  have  reprefen  ted 
her  chara6ler  with  the  greateft  juftnefs,  when  he  liws,. 

She  was  a very  pretty  well-k)okt  woman,  of  good  fenle,., 

* Bufehing  fays,  “ Ihr  fchvvarzes  haar  thar'me’s  hair  was  black,  or  her  hands 
“ war  nicht  natiierlich,  fondern  gefaerbt,.’*  coarfe,  although  Are  might  be  deceived  in 
&c.  Hilt.  Mag.  vol.  III.  p.  190;  what  relates  to  her  family. 

“ Her  black  hair  was  not  natural  but  f Balfewitz  fays,  “ Elle  n’apprit  jamais 
“coloured.  On  her  lirll  rife  thecoarfenefs  “a  ecrire.  La  princeffo  Elizabeth  iigna 
“ of  her  hands  proved  that  llie  had  been  “ tout  pour  elle,  quand  elle  fiat  fur  le  trdne 
“ ufed  to  hard  labour,  but  they  gradually  “ m^me  fon  teftament.”  P.  295. 

grew  whiter  and  whiter.”  Thefe  circum-  The  Aullrian  m.iniller  fays,  count  0(!er» 
fiances  wc  may  readily  believe,  becaui'e  the  man  ufed  to  hgn  lier  name,  to  all  tlie  dif- 
lady  from  whom  Bufehing  received  the  in-  patches.  Buf,  XI.  p.  4S1. 
formation  could  eafily  know  whether  Ca» 
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Rooi;  but  not  of  that  fublimity  of  wit,  or  rather  that  quicknefs 
' — ^ “ of  imagination,  which  fome  people  have  believed.  The 
“ great  reafon  why  the  czar  was  fo  fond  of  her,  was  her 
exceeding  good  temper ; flie  never  was  feen  peevifh  or 
out  of  humour ; obliging  and  civil  to  all,  and  never  for- 
getful  of  her  former  condition  ; withal,  mighty  grateful.” 
Catharine  maintained  the  pomp  of  majefty  with  an  air  of 
€afe  and  gaandeur  united  ; and  Peter  ufed  frequently  to 
exprefs  his  admiration  at  the  propriety  with  which  flie  fup- 
ported  her  high  ftation,  without  forgetting  that  flie  was  not 
born  to  that  dignity 

The  following  anecdotes  will  prove  that  fhe  bore  her 
elevation  meekly  ; and  was  never,  as  Gordon  aflerts,  for- 
getful of  her  former  condition.  When  Wurmb,  who  had 
been  tutor  to  Gluck’s  children  at  the  time  that  Catharine  was 
a domeltick  in  that  clergyman’s  family,  prefented  himfelf 
before  her  after  her  marriage  with  Peter  had  been  publickly 
Iblemnized,  Ihe  recolledfed  and  addreffed  him  with  great 
•complacency,  “ What  thou  good  man,  are  you  ftill  alive  ! 
‘‘  1 will  provide  for  you.”  And  die  accordingly  fettled 
upon  him  a penfion.  She  alfo  was  no  lefs  attentive  to 
the  family  of  her  benefadtor  Gluck,  who  died  a prifoner 
at  Mofcow  : fl:»e  pen  honed  his  widow  ; made  his  fon  a page  ; 
portioned  the  two  eldcft  daughters  ; and  advanced  the. 
youngeh  to  be  one  of  her  maids  of  honour.  If  we  may 
believe  Weber,  hie  frequently  inquired  after  her  hrll  huf- 
band,  and,  when  hie  lived  with  prince  Menzikof,  ufed  fe- 

I 

* “ Son  cpcnfc  ctaif  avee  hii,  ctalaiu,  “ lafTcr,  d’admirer  Ic*  taicns  qu’cHe  poUc- 
“ c n'ornii'mtnt  a la  volnnte  dii  monarqi’c,  “ dait,  I'clon  fon  exprelFion,  dc  fc  creer  im- 
“ la  p mj)C  imj  crialc,  qui  Ic  genait,  ct  la  “ pcratiice,  fans  oublier  qu’elle  nc  Ic  Jul- 
“ loii'ciiJiit  avee  iin  air  fiirpicnant  dc  gran-  “ (juit  {)oint.”  Balfcvvitz  in  Buf.  p.  338. 

“ dour  et  d’.iifancc.  Lc  czar  nc  po\ivaii  fc  j Life  of  I’cter,  voB  III.  p.  258. 
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cretly  to  fend  him  fmallfums  of  money,  until,  in  1705,  he 
was  killed  in  a Ikirmifh  with  the  enemy.  In  a conference' — ^ 
with  general  Schlippenhack,  who,  in  1702,  commanded  the 
Swedifli  army,  when  flie  was  taken  captive  by  the  Ruffians, 
ffie  afked  him  whether  her  fponfe  John  was  not  a brave 
“ foldier  ?”  Schlippenback  returning,  “ am  not  I one  alfo 
Her  majefty  anfwered  in  the  affirmative  : but,  repeating  the 
queftion,  he  replied,  yes,  pleafe  your  majefty  ; and  I may 
“ boaft  to  have  had  the  honour  of  having  him  under  my 
command 

But  the  moft  noble  part  of  her  charadter  was  her  peculiar 
humanity  and  compaffion  for  the  unfortunate.  Motraye 
has  paid  an  handfome  tribute  to  this  excellence.  “ She  had 
“ in  fome  fort  the  goverment  of  all  his  (Peter’s)  paffions ; and 
even  faved  the  lives  of  a great  many  more  perfons  than  Le 
Fort  was  able  to  do  : flie  infpired  him  with  that  humanity, 

“ which,  in  the  opinion  of  his  fubje6ts,  nature  feemed  to 
have  denied  him.  A word  from  her  mouth  in  favour  of 
a wretch,  juft  going  to  be  facrificed  to  his  anger,  would 
“ difarm  him  ; but  if  he  was  fully  refolved  to  fatisfy  that 
paffion,  he  would  give  orders  for  the  execution  when 
‘‘  (lie  was  abfent,  for  fear  ftie  fliould  plead  for  the  vidim  f.” 

In  a word,  to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  the  celebrated  Munich, 

“ Elle  etoit  proprement  la  7nediatrice  entre  le  monarque  et 
fes  fujetsXP 

* Bufching  had  this  anecdote  from  a J Ebauche,  Sic.  p.  54.  “ She  was  the 

lady  who  was  prefeiit  at  this  conference,  “ mediatrix  between  the  monarch  and  hi* 

Hiit.  Mag.  vol.lll.  p.  190.  “ fubjefts;.” 

t Motfaye’s  Travels,  vol.  111.  p.  13^* 
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Account  of  Alexey  Petrovitch. — Principles  by  which  Peter 
jufiified  his  exclufion  from  the  throne. — Effects  of  his  bad 
education, — Dread  of  his  father. — His  efcape  from  Peterf- 
biirgh. — His  trial  and  condemnation. — Inquiry  into  the 
caufe  of  his  death. — Hijiory  of  his  zvife  Charlotte  Chriftina 
Sophia  princefs  of  Brunfwick.- — Circumftances  of  her  death.. 
— Falfe  rumours  of  her  efcape  and  fubfequent  adventures^ 


LEXE^Y,  the  foie  fruit  of  the  inaufpicioiis  marriage 


between  Peter  the  Great  and  Eudocia  of  Lapukin,  was 
born  in  the  year  1690  ; and  never  was  the  birth  of  any 
prince  more  unfortunate  to  himfelf^  to  his  parents,  and  to 
his  country. 

I fhall  introduce  the  account  of  this  perfonage  by  a tranf- 
lation  of  a curious  letter,  written  in  1715,  from  an  Auftrian 
envoy  at  Peterfburgh  to  the  prime  minifter  at  Vienna,  which 
will  ferve  to  develope  the  principles  upon  which  Peter  at- 
tempted to  juftify  the  exclufion  of  his  fon  from  the  throne. 

“ In  my  laft  I informed  your  excellency  that  1 had  an 
“ opportunity  of  penetrating  the  fentiments  of  the  tzar  ; 
“ and  Ifliall  now  acquaint  you  with  the  particulars,  which 
will  furprize  you.  Being  at  dinner  laft  Sunday  at  the 
‘‘  vice-chancellor  Shaffirof’s,  in  company  with  the  tzar,  his 
“ majefty  did  me  the  honour  to  converfe  with  me  upon  dif- 
“ ferent  topics,  when,  the  difcourfe  turning  upon  the  late 
“ king  of  France,  his  majefty  faid,  ‘ Certainly  France  was 
“ never  governed  by  a greater  man  than  Louis  XIV.  never- 
“ thelefsf  added  he,  ‘ when  1 confider  the  little  care  which 


» But.  Ilift.  Mag.  III.  p.  185,  &c. 
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he  took  to  perpetuate  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  after  his 
demife,  I have  no  longer  the  fame  efteem  for  his  memory ' — . — r 
‘‘  which  I have  hitherto  held  for  his  great  and  heroick  adlions. 

Louis  XIV.  at  his  advanced  age,  could  not  reafonably  have 
indulged  the  hope  of  a much  longer  life  : if,  therefore, 
he  difcovered  in  the  infant  (Louis  XV.)  his  fucceffor  any 
« evident  marks  of  a future  incapacity  to  reign,  why  did  he 
“ entruft  him  to  the  care  of  a man  who  will  not  fail  to  adopt 
any  means,  however  defperate,  that  may  tend  to  fecure  the 
throne  to  himfelf  ? Why  did  he  not  exclude  the  duke  of 
« Orleans  from  any  fhare  in  the  regency  ? Or,  if  he  knew 
“ the  duke  to  be  a man  of  a fupeiior  genius,  as  he  un- 
doubtedly  is,  and  his  great-grandfon,  either  on  account 
‘‘  of  his  tender  age  or  fome  corporal  infirmity,  incapable 
of  governing^  why  did  he  not  declare  a perfon  of 
“ fuch  abilities  as  the  duke  of  Odeans  his  fucceffor?  By 
thefe  means  his  grand  fyftem  would  have  flood  un- 
fhaken  even  by  his  death ; whereas  we  have  now  every 
‘‘  reafon  to  conclude  that  France  will  decline.’  I made  an- 
‘‘  fwer,  ‘ that  as,  according  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  the  firfl  prince  of  the  blood  is  neceffarily  regent 
during  the  king’s  minority,  Louis  XIV.  could  not  exclude 
the  duke  of  Orleans  from  the  regency  without  breaking 
the  law  of  fucceffion,  which  no  king  of  France  could  ven- 
“ ture  to  infringe,’  &c.  ‘ Therefore,’  replied  the  tzar,  ‘ a 

prince,  who,  by  facrificing  his  health,  and  even  frequently 
‘‘  expofing  his  life,  had  at  length  rendered  his  country  re- 
‘‘  fpedlable  and  formidable,  would,  according  to  your  hypo- 
“ thefi‘5,  be  conftrained  to  fnffer  the  fruits  of  his  labours  to 
“ be  deflroyed  in  the  hands  of  a madman,  provided  he  was 
‘‘  his  nearefl  relation.  I own  I am  not  of  your  opinion.  It  is 
“ by  no  means,  as  it  appears  to  me,  fufficient,  that  a monarch 
4 D 2 “ fliould 
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BOOK  <«  fhould  exert  himfelf  to  aggrandize  his  Rate,  and  to  reii- 
der  it  flourilliing  during  his  life;  but  he  ought  allb  by 
“ wife  precautions  to  perpetuate  its  glory  after  his  demife, 
“ which  can  in  no  other  manner  be  elfectuated  than  by  ap- 
“ pointing  an  heir  who  (hall  be  capable,  not  only  to  main- 
‘‘  tain  his  acquifitions  and  preferve  his  eftablhliments,  but 
alfo  to  execute  the  reft  of  his  defigns,  were  he  even  to 
‘‘  felebt  him  from  the  croud  of  his  fubjedls.’  You,’  added  he, 
‘‘  ^ would  tax  a prince  with  cruelty,  who,  in  order  to  fave 
‘‘  his  ftate,  which  ought  to  be  dearer  to  him  than  the  blood 
“in  his  veins,  Ihould  attempt  to  alter  the  fucceflion  of  his 
“ blood  ; and  I,  on  the  contrary,  conceive  it  to  be  the  greateft 
“ of  all  cruelties  to  facrifice  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  to  the 
“ mere  right  of  an  eftabliftied  fucceflion.  Let  us  fuppofe 
“ that  the  fucceflbr  has  not  the  qualities  requiflte  for  a fove- 
“ reign,  a convent,  and  not  a throne,  is  a proper  afylum  for 
“ weak  princes,  David,  for  example,  had  many  fons,  but, 
“ as  he  found  not  in  the  eldeft  the  qualities  which  a king  of 
“ Ifrael  ought  to  have  poflefled,  he  chofe  the  youngeft  for  his 
“ fucceifor : God  himfelf  approved  the  choice,  inftead  of 
“ blaming  him  for  not  paying  any  regard  to  pretenfions  of 
“ primogeniture,  which  was  neverthelefs  highly  refpedted  by 
“ the  Jews.  If  the  gangrene  (making  me  touch  at  the  fame 
“ time  the  end  of  his  thumb)  attacks  my  finger,  am  I not 
“ obliged,  notwithftanding  it  is  part  of  my  body,  to  cut  it  off, 
“ or  fliould  I not  be  guilty  of  filicide  ?’ 

“ In  fliort,  1 now  comprehend  the  caufe  of  the  law  lately 
“ introduced  by  the  tzar,  which  adjudges  all  real  eftates  of  a 
“ family  to  one  of  the  male  children,  but  which  leaves  to  the 
“ father  the  abfolute  power  of  appointing  his  heir  without 
“ confldcring  the  right  of  primogeniture  ; and  I am  now 

“ convinced 
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“ convinced  that  the  tzar  has  in  his  own  mind  decreed  the 
exclufion  of  his  eldeft  fon  ; and  that  we  fliall  one  day  fee ' — , — * 
“ Alexey  with  his  head  fliaven  thruft  into  a monaflery,  and 
‘‘  obliged  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  praying  and 
chanting  hymns.  Nov.  15,  1715,” 

The  prophecy  of  this  writer  was  afterwards  fulfilled, 
though,  inftead  of  being  fliut  up  in  a convent,  the  wretched 
prince  expired  in  a prifon.  The  circumtfances  which  oc- 
cafioned  his  exclufion  and  death  are  well  known  ; but  as 
we  have  received  them  through  the  medium  of  his  accu- 
fers,  we  ought  to  be  very  careful  in  giving  credit  to  all  the 
charges  with  which  his  memory  has  been  Ifigmatized.  One 
fail  is  incontrovertible,  that  his  education  was  moft  fhame- 
fully  negiedied,  and  that  he  was  a ftranger  to  the  reftraints 
neceffary  at  his  age,  until  the  time  of  introducing  proper  ha- 
bitudes had  almoft  elapfed.  He  was  committed  to  the  care 
of  women,  and  to  the  inftrudtion  of  the  Ruffian  priefts,  the 
loweft  and  moR  ignorant  of  men,  who  indilled  into  him  all 
the  prejudices  of  their  religion,  and  were  continually  inveigh- 
ing againfl  his  father  for  the  abolition  of  many  barbarous 
cuRoms,  which  they  had  long  confidered  with  a reverential 
awe.  Nor  was  he  releafed  from  this  wretched  fpecies  of 
tuition  before  the  eleventh  year  of  his  age,  wffien  Baron  Huy- 
fen,  a man  of  great  merit  and  ability,  was  appointed  his  go- 
vernor. Under  this  judicious  inRrudtor  he  feems  to  have 
made  no  inconfiderable  progrefs,  and  his  early  prejudices 
might  have  gradually  worn  away ; if  prince  Menzikof  had 
not  contrived  to  remove  from  him  the  only  perfon  who  was 
likely  to  inRill  into  him  proper  principles  of  adlion,  and 
taken  uix)n  himfelf  the  fuperintendence  of  his  education. 

* See  Rlemoiie  abicgc  fur  la  vie  du  tzarcvitch  Alexei  Pctrovitch  in  Bui’.  Hill,  Mag. 

P-  '95- 
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BOOK  j>Qt  as  that  prince^-'  fcarcely  everfaw  him,  and  placed  about 
■ / i him  the  mod;  improper  perfons,  he  teems  to  have  intention- 
ally given  a full  fcope  to  his  vicious  inclinations,  and  to  have 
abandoned  him  to  the  company  of  the  lowed  wretches,  by 
whom  he  was  encouraged  to  continual  ebriety,  and  to  every 
kind  of  the  lowed  excefs  : yet  this  dedgning  minider  art- 
fully extorted  from  the  tzarovitch,  in  prifon,a  confeffion  that 
he  was  the  only  perfon  who  had  taken  any  care  of  his  edu- 
cation t. 

It  appears,  from  feveral  fails,  that  Peter  had  conceived  a 
very  early  prejudice  againd  his  fon ; and  infpired  him  with  fuch 
terror,  that,  in  order  to  avoid  drawing  before  his  father,  the 
young  prince  once  difcharged  a pidol  againd  his  right  hand. 
All  perfons,  however,  join  in  condemning  the  imprudence  and 
obdinacy  of  Alexey,  which  feem  to  have  warped  his  judge- 
ment, and,  at  times,  to  have  tranfported  him  to  a degree  of 
infanity.  Bruce,  who  knew  him  well,  gives  the  following 
account  of  his  perfon  and  manners  ; and,  as  he  was  not  pre- 
judiced againd  him,  his  tedimony  mud  be  edeemed  more 
valid  than  all  the  laboured  accufations  of  his  enemies. 

“ The  czarovvitz  arrived  in  Mofcow  this  winter  (1714)  where  I faw  him  for  the  firft 
“ time.  He  kept  a mean  Finlandifli  girl  for  his  rniftrefs.  I went  often  with  the  general 
to  wait  on  him;  and  became  frequently  to  the  general’s  houfe,  attended  by  very 
“ mean  and  low  perfons.  He  was  very  flovenly  in  his  drefs  ; his  perfon  was  tall,  well 
“ made,  of  a brown  complexion,  black  hair  and  eyes,  of  a ftern  countenance,  and  ftrong 

“ voice. 

* Bnf.  H.  M.  p.  196.  “ & le  plus  outrageant?  Si  on  le  contraig- 

-f  l.’Hveftjue  makes  the  following  juft  “ nit  a louer  le  favori  de  Pierre,  I’ami  de 
reflections  upon  this  unaccountable  circum-  “ Catharine,  ne  peut-on  pas  lui  avoir  diCfe 
Ttancc.  “ Croira-t  on  qu’il  ait  fait  lince-  “ de  mCme  tout  ce  qu’on  voulaic  lui  faire 
“ rement  U de  lui-mcme  1 eloge  des  foins  “ dire  V Hift.  de  Ruffie,  tom  IV.  p.  442. 
“ <i'!e  Alem  hikof  avait  pris  da  fon  educa-  This  conjcCfure  is  greatly  ftrengthened 
“ tion  ; loriqu’on  fait  d’ailleurs  que  Men  by  conlidcring  that  the  eulogium  of  prince 
“ ctiikof  approchait  de  lui  tout  au  plus  Menzikof  was  obtained  from  Alexey  in 
troi?  on  (piafre  fois  par  aw,  & tie  lui  par-  prifon  by  Tollloc  the  creature  of  Menzikof, 
“ Lit  qu’  avtc  it  ton  du  mtpris  le  plus  dur 
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“ Yoice.  He  frequently  did  me  the  honour  to  talk  with  me  in  German,  being  fully  CHAP. 
“ mafter  of  that  language ; he  was  adored  by  the  populace,  but  little  refpedled  by  the  VIll. 
“ fuperior  ranks,  for  whom  he  never  fliewed  the  leaft  regard  ; he  was  always  furrounded 
“ by  a number  of  debauched  ignorant  pricfts,  and  other  mean  perfons  of  bad  charafter, 

“ in  whofe  company  he  always  refleded  on  his  father’s  condudb  for  aboliftiing  the  antient 
“ cuftoms  of  the  country,  declaring,  that  as  foon  as  he  came  to  fucceed,  he  fliould  foon 
“ reftore  RulTia  to  its  former  date  ; and  threatening  to  dedroy,  without  referve,  all  his 
“ father’s  favourites.  This  he  did  fo  often,  and  with  fo  little  referve,  that  it  could  not 
“ mifs  reaching  the  emperor’s  ears  ; and  it  was  generally  thought  he  now  laid  the  foun- 

dation  of  that  ruin  he  afterwards  met  with.” 

And  again,  “ It  was  very  remarkable,  that  the  prince  never  appeared  at  any  of  the 
“ publick  meetings,  when  his  majedy  was  attended  by  ail  perfons  of  quality  and  rank, 

“ fuch  as  birrh-days,  celebrating  of  viftories,  launching  of  drips.  See.  General  Bruce, 

“ who  lived  next  door  to  the  prince,  had  orders  always  to  give  the  prince  notice  the  day 
“ before  of  fuch  publick  days  or  meetings,  and  I had  the  honour  to  carry  and  deliver 
“ the  medage  ; but  his  highnefs,  to  avoid  appearing  in  publick,  either  took  phyfick  or 
“ let  blood,  always  making  his  excufe,  that  he  could  not  attend  for  want  of  liealth  j 
“ when,  at  the  ffUiie  time,  it  was  notorioudy  known  that  he  got  drunk  in  very  bad  cora- 
“ pany,  when  he  ufed  condantly  to  condemn  all  his  father’s  aftions 

Being  inflamed  by  continual  drunkennefs,  and  worn  out  by 
a feries  of  perfecutions,  he  was  driven  to  a ftate  of  defpera- 
tion,  and  at  length,  in  the  year  1716,  fuddenly  renouncing 
his  right  of  fucceflion  in  favour  of  Peter’s  fon  by  Catharine, 
he  demanded  permiffion  to  retire  into  a convent.  But, 
foon  afterwards  adopting  the  advice  of  his  principal  ad- 
herents, he  made  his  efcape.  to  Vienna,  where  he  put  him- 
fclf  under  the  protetSlion  of  Charles  VI.  That  emperor, 
in  order  to  flielter  him  from  the  refentment  of  his  father, 
fent  him  firft  to  Infpruck  in  the  Tyrol,  and  afterwards 
removed  him,  for  hill  greater  fecurity,  to  the  caftle  of 
St.  Elmo  at  Naples.  Being  fecretly  betrayed  by  his  Fin- 
landifli  milfrefs,  whom  he  is  reported  to  have  married,  and 
influenced  by  the  moft  folemn  promifes  of  perfedl  torgive- 
nefs,  he  was  prevailed  upon,  by  the  emiflaries  of  his  father, 
to  return  to  Ivlofeow.  Having  there  folemnly  renounced  all 
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BOOK  of  fuccelTion  to  the  crown,  he  was  conveyed  to  Peterf- 

i ' burgh,  thrown  into  the  fortrefs,  tried  by  a felecS  committee, 
and  condemned  to  fuffer  death.  The  a£ts  of  his  procefs  and 
condemnation  are  well  known,  being  put  forth  by  order  of 
the  emperor,  and  are  to  be  found  in  feveral  publications 
Whatever  prejudices  we  may  have  entertained  againlf 
Alexey,  we  cannot  perufe  the  trial  without  being  fhocked  at 
the  cruel  and  unjuft  mode  with  which  it  was  conducted: 
wdien  his  mercilefs  profecutors  eagerly  laid  hold  of  every 
advantage  which  was  afforded  by  his  youth  and  fimplicity  ; 
when  his  Finlandifli  miftrefs,  who  was  afterwards  penfioned 
for  her  atteftations,  depofed  every  angry  expreftion  againft 
his  father  which  fhe  ever  recolle6ted  to  have  fallen  froiiT' 
him  in  the  moft  unguarded  moments  ; when  not  only  his 
words  and  adtions  were  brought  to  witnefs  againft  him,  but 
his  very  thoughts  were  fcrutinized,  and  his  own  confeflion  t 


* Mottley,  vol.  11.  And  more  circum- 
ftantially  in  Perry,  vol.  II. 

f “ On  remarque,  que  dans  ce  proces  on 
“ fuivait  les  formes  infidieiifes  de  I’inquifi- 
“ tion.  C’ctait  a I’accufe  a chercher  labo- 
“ rieufement  fcs  fautes,  a faire  des  efforts 
“ de  memoire  pour  les  aggraver.  Son  in- 
“ noccnce  dependait  de  fe  declarer,  de  fe 
“ proviver  criminel.  Un  oubli,  une  reti- 
“ cencc  innocente  on  memc  louable  devenait 
“ un  crime.  Ou  plutot,  epic,  preffe,  iur- 
“ j)ris  de  tons  cotes,  il  ne  pouvait  eviter  fa 
“ condemnation.  S’il  taifait  fes  fautes,  fon 
“ filence  le  rendait  coupable  : S’il  les  de- 
“ voilait,  d ctait  convaincu  par  fon  aveu.” 
L’tvef<iue,  vol.  IV.  p.  427. 

'I'hc  reader,  I flatter  myfclf,  will  not  be 
difpleafcd  at  my  introducing  to  his  acquaint- 
ance fuch  fjjirited  paffages  as  the  one  juft 
rjuoted,  and  the  following  upon  the  dcpo- 
htion  of  the  tzarovitch. 

“ La  fimpliciti:  enf.mtine  de  toutc  cctte 
“ dcrniere  declaration  eft  prccicufe  : Elle 
“ prouve  que  Ic  tzarcvitch  pouvait  avoir 
“ its  vices  &c  la  groffierctc  d’une  mauvaife 


“ education,  mais  qu’il  ne  pouvait  etre 
“ criminel.” 

And  again,  “ Mais  que  ferait-ce,  fi  ces 
“ aveuxles  plus  forts  Ini  avaient  ete  di6les, 
“ arraches,  extorques  ? li  I’on  avait  mis  a 
“ profit  fa  timidite,  fa  faihlefle,  pour  le 
“ forcer,  a fe  montrer  plus  coupable  qu’il 
“ ne  I’etait  en  effet  ? Si,  chaque  jour  dea 
“ mauvais  traitements  nouveauxfatiguaient, 
“ domtaient  fa  patience,  & I’obligeaient  a 
“ faire  les  aveux  qu’on  exigeait  de  lui  li 
“ I’on  employait  meme  les  tortures  pour 
“ vaincre  fa  rcfiftance  ? fifes  cris  & le  bruit 
“ des  coups  qu’il  recevait  etaient  entendus 
“ par  un  prifonnier  qui  etait  en  mcme 
“ temps  dans  la  forterefle,  8c  qui  a devoile 
“ depuis  cet  odieux  fecret  ? fi  le  tzar  lui 
“ memc  etait  le  fpeiftateur  8c  peut-etre  le 
“ miniftre  des  tourments  de  fon  fils  ? On 
“ ne  pent  s’empccher  de  rapporter  cette 
“ tradition  : mais  elle  afllige  I’humanite 
“ qui  fe  plait  ii  la  revoquer  en  doute  ; elle 
“ femble  en  metnc  temi)8  choquer  la  vrai- 
“ fcinblance.”  Ib.  p.  440,  441. 


extorted 


ALEXEY  PETROVITCH. 


577 


extorted  from  him  in  prifon  employed  to  convi6l  him.  In- 
deed  many  of  his  own  depofiticnsj  which  tended  mod  to  cri-' — ^ — 
minate  him,  by  difcovering  intentions  of  rebellion,  were  not 
openly  acknowledged,  but  only  figned  by  him  in  prifon  ; 
and  a fignal  difference  is  remarkable  between  his  confeffions 
during  his  firft  examination  at  Mofcow,  which  was  more 
publick,  and  thofe  made  at  Peterfburgh,  when  his  trial  was 
chiefly  carried  on  in  private  before  Peter  and  his  immediate 
confidents ; circumflances  which  feem  to  prove  the  infiidtion, 
of  torture. 

% 

With  refpedt  to  the  circumflances  of  Alexey’s  death,  there 
are  two  prevaiUng  opinions  ; one,  advanced  in  the  manifeflo 
of  Peter,  that  he  was  feized  with  an  apopledtick  fit,  and  died 
of  coavulfions,  occailoned  by  the  violent  paflions  of  his 
mind  and  the  terrors  of  death  ; and  the  other,  that  he  was 
fecretly  executed  in  prifon.  And  the  latter  of  thefe  feems 
moll  entitled  to  belief,  notwithflanding  the  affertions  of 
Peter,  and  the  apology  of  his  i^anegy rifts,  particularly  of 
Voltaire  who  has  fupported  his  innocence  with  the  moft 
plaufible  arguments. 

Of  all  the  accounts  of  his  death,  that  given  by  Eufching 
feems  to  be  the  moft  probable  and  authentick.  This  author  - 
pofitively  afrerts,that  he  was  beheaded  by  order  of  his  father, 
and  that  marflial  Weyde  was  the  perfon  who  performed  the 
office  of  executioner.  He  received  the  intelligence  from  a 
lady  at  Peterfburgh,  named  Cramer,  who  was  in  high  con- 
fidence both  with  Peter  and  Catharine,  and  who  was  em- 
ployed in  fewing  the  prince’s  head  to  his  body  previous  to 
its  lying  in  ftate.  During  my  flay  at  Peterfburgh  I was  at 
fome  pains  to  authenticate  this  fadl,  but  1 found  it  extremely 
difficult  to  obtain  any  pofitive  information  upon  fo  fecret  a 

* Buf.  Hif.  Mag.  vol'.  III.  p.  224.  Alfo  Introduftion  to  vol.  IX. 
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EOOK  tranlacflion.  The  moft  material  circumftances  1 could  colle<Sl» 
— — ' were  communicated  to  me  by  an  intimate  acquaintance  of 
the  above-mentioned  lady  ; he  aflured  me  that  he  had  fre-* 
quently  attempted  to  converfe  with  her  upon  the  death  of 
Alexey,  but  had  always  found  her  extremely  averfe  to  hold 
any  difcourfe  upon  the  fubjedl ; fhe  feemed  exceedingly 
Ihocked  whenever  this  topick  was  introduced and 
nothing  could  he  further  extorted  from-  her,,  than  that 
file  was  the  perfon  who  prepared  the  body  for  the  ceremony 
-<if  its  lying  in  ftate.  This  unwillingnefs  of  the  lady  to  enter 
upon  the  fubje^t,  together  with  her  declaration  that  flie  pre- 
pared the  body,  feems  to  add  a great  degree  of  confirmation 
to  the  account  of  Bufching  ; and  it  is  not  improbable,  from 
the  confidential  intercourfe  which  fubfifted  between  them, 
that  file  might,  on  fome  particular  occafion,  have  difclofed 
to  him  a flate-fecret  of  fuch  moment,  which,  excepting  in 
this  fingle  inftance,  fhe  invariably  concealecf. 

An  additional  proof,  in  favour  of  the  authenticity  of  this 
fadt,  I lately  received  from  an  Englifh  gentleman,,  on  whofs 
veracity  the  publick  may  rely.  That  gentleman  affured  me, 
that  he  had  been  informed  by  prince  Gantemir’s  fecretary, 
with  whom  he  was  intimately  acquainted  abroad,  that  Alexey 
was  beheaded  in  prifon.  As  prince  Cantemir  was  in  high 
favour  with  Peter,  the  intelligence  of  his  co-nfidential  fecre- 
tary muft  carry  with  it  great  v.’eight. 

This  fa<^  ap|iears  fo  well  attefted,  that  many  of  the  Ger- 
man hiftorians,  who  have  written  upon  Ruflia,  have  adopted 
it  without  referve ; and,  in  feveral  genealogical  tables  of  the 
Imperial  family,  Alexey  is  put  down  as  beheaded.  A pafTage, 
however,  in  Bruce’s  Memoirs,  feems  at  firft  light  to  invali- 
date this  concurrent  evidence,  and  to  prove  that  he  was 
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poifoned.  This  palTage  is  too  curious  not  to  be  introduced 
to  the  reader.  ' — w — ^ 

“ The  trial  * was  begun  the  25th  of  June,  and  continued  to  the  6th  of  July,  when 
“ this  fupreme  court,  with  unanimous  confent,  paffed  fentence  of  death  upon  the  prince, 

“ but  left  the  manner  of  it  to  his  majefly’s  determination  ; the  prince  was  brought  be- 
“ fore  the  court,  his  fentence  was  read  to  him,  and  he  was  re-conveyed  to  the  fortrefs. 

“ On  the  next  day,  his  majefty,  attended  by  all  the  fenators  and  bifliops,  with  feveral 
others  of  high  rank,  went  to  the  fort,  and  entered  the  apartments  where  the  tzarovitch 
“ w'as  kept  prifoner.  Some  little  time  thereafter,  marflial  Weyde  came  out,  and  ordered 
“ me  to  go  to  Mr.  Bear’s  the  druggifl,  whofe  fliop  was  hard-by,  and  tell  him  to  make 
“ the  potion  ftrong  which  he  had  befpoke,  as  the  prince  was  then  very  ill : when  I deli- 
“ vered  this  meflage  to  Mr.  Bear,  he  turned  quite  pale,  and  fell  a (baking  and  trembliirg, 

•“  and  appeared  in  the  utmolt  confufion  ; which  furprized  me  fo  much,  that  I alked  him 
what  was  the  matter  with  him,  but  he  was  unable  to  return  me  any  anfwer  ; in  the 
mean  time  the  marflial  himfelf  came  in,  much  in  the  fame  condition  with  the  drug- 
“ gift,  faying,  he  ought  to  have  been  more  expeditious,  as  the  prince  was  very  ill  of  an 
“ apopledtick  fit ; upon  this  the  druggift  delivered  him  a filver  cup  with  a cover,  which 
“ the  marflial  himfelf  carried  into  the  prince’s  apartment,  ftaggering  all  the  way  as  he 
went  like  one  drunk.  About  half  an  hour  after,  the  czar,  with  all  his  attendants, 

“ withdrew,  with  very  difmal  countenances  ; and  when  they  went,  the  marflial  ordered 
“ me  to  attend  at  the  prince’s  apartment,  and,  in  cafe  of  any  alteration,  to  inform  him 
immediately  thereof.  There  w'ere  at  that  time  two  phyficians  and  two  furgeons  in 
“ waiting,  with  whom,  and  the  officer  on  guard,  I dined  on  what  had  been  drelTed  for  the 
“ prince’s  dinner.  The  phyficians  were  called  in  immediately  after  to  attend  the  prince, 

“ who  was  ftrnggling  out  of  one  convulfion'  into  another,  and,  after  great  agonies, 

“ expired  at  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  Iwent  direiftly  to  inform  the  marflial,  and  he 
went  that  moment  to  acquaint  his  majofty,  who  ordered  the  corpfe  to  be  embowelled, 

“ after  which  it  was  laid  in  a coffin,  covered  with  black  velvet,  and  a pall  of  rich  gold 
“ tiflhe  fpread  over  it  ; it  was  then  carried  out  of  the  fort  to  the  church  of  the  Holy 
“ Trinity,  where  the  corpfe  lay  in  ftate  till  the  nth  in  the  evening,  when  it  was  carried 
“ back  to  the  fort,  and  depofited  in  the  royal  burying  vault,  next  the  coffin  of  theprin- 
ce'ft  his  late  confort  ; on  which  occafion  the  czar  and  czarina,  and  the  chief  of  the 
nobility,  followed  in  proceffion.  Various  were  the  reports  that  were  fpread  concern- 
“ ing  his  death  : it  was  given  out  publickly,  that  on  hearing  his  fentence  of  death  pro- 
noiuiced,  the  dread  thereof  threw  him  into  an  apopleftick  fit,  of  which  he  died  j 
“/fw  believed  he  died  a natural  death,  but  it  vjas  datigerous  feir  people  to  /peak  as  they  thought,  - 
“ The  minifters  of  the  emperor,  and  the  dates  of  Holland,  were  forbid  the  court  for 
“ fpeaking  their  minds  too  freely  on  this  occafion,  and,  upon  compl^nt  againft  them, 
were  both  recalled.” 
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From  this  account  it  appears  that  the  prince  was  fliH 
' alive  when  Peter,  with  the  nobles  and  bilhops,  remained  in 
the  fortrefs,  and  that  he  died  in  the  interval  between  their 
departure  and  the  afternoon  : but  it  by  no  means  follows, 
even  from  this  hate  of  the  cafe,  that  the  tzarovitch  was  poi- 
foned.  ,For,  can  we  fuppofe  that  Peter  would  order  a dofe 
of  poifon  to  be  prepared  for  his  fon  at  a chy miffs  ihop,  and 
that  marfliali  Weyde  would  openly  fend  for  it  without  the 
lead  myftery.  May  we  not  rather  infer  that  the  potion  was 
mod  probably  a medicine  dmilar  to  thofe  which  had  been 
already  prefcribed  for  the  prince,  who  had  for  fome  time 
been  extremely  indifpofed.  The  fright  of  the  chymid 
might  proceed  from  his  delivering  a medicine  for  the  tzaro- 
vitch, who  was  faid  to  be  in  the  agonies  of  death ; as,  in  a 
defpotick  country,  and  under  fuch  a fovereign  as  Peter,  his 
own  fafety  might  be  involved  in  the  event  of  this  catadrophe. 
The  agitation  of  marfhal  Weyde  will  be  dill  more  eafily  and 
fatisfa6torily  accounted  for,  if,  according  to  Bufching,  he  was 
preparing  to  perform,  or  had  already  performed,  the  exe- 
cution. 

The  principal  circumdance  which  feems  to  contradi(d  the 
opinion  that  he  was  beheaded,  is,  that  if  Bruce’s  narrative  is 
to  be  depended  upon,  the  prince,  when  he  fell  afterwards 
into  repeated  convuldons,  was  vifited  by  the  phyficians  ; 
and  yet,  if  Bufching’s  account  can  be  relied  on,  he  mud  have 
been  already  beheaded,  as  marfhal  Weyde,  according  to 
Bruce,  had  hnally  quitted  the  fortrefs.  But  it  is  poflible  that 
the  pbyficians,  although  ordered  to  attend  upon  the  prince, 
might  be  prevented  from  feeing  him ; it  is  podible  that 
marfhal  Wey<lc  may  have  fccretly  returned  to  the  fortrefs 
without  the  knowledge  of  colonel  Bruce  ; it  is  poflible  that 
Bruce  himfelf,  as  being  an  intimate  friend  of  marlhal  Weyde, 
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might  have  been  entriifted  -with  the  fecret,  but  was  unwill- 

ing  to  record,  in  his  Memoirs,  fo  horrid  a cataltrophe,  which  v L 

was  totally  repugnant  to  the  manifefto  of  the  emperor: 
and  indeed  it  plainly  appears  from  his  narrative,  that  he 
knew  more  than  he  chofe  to  difcover. 

When  the  fecret  execution  of  the  heir  apparent  of  a 
defpotick  empire  becomes  the  fubjedf  of  inquiry,  it  mull 
always  be  difiicult  to  afcertain  the  truth  ; and  it  would  be 
unreafonable  to  expect  that  no  contradictory  circumltanccs 
lliould  occur  in  the  different  relations  of  fuch  a myfterious 
tranfaCtion,  when,  even  in  the  moft  common  occurrences,  no 
two  perfons  would  relate  the  fame  event  precifely  in  the 
fame  manner. 

Catharine  is  not  free  from  fufpicion  of  being  concerned 
in  this  horrid  affair,  as  well  becaufe  her  fon  by  Peter  was  de- 
clared fucceffor,  as  becaufe  Tolftoi,  to  whom  the  manage- 
ment of  the  procefs  and  the  private  examination  of  Alexey 
were  chiefly  entrufted,  was  well  known  to  be  a creature  of 
Menzikof,  whofe  interelts  were  clofely  connected  with  thofe 
of  the  emprefs.  But  this  accufation  of  Catharine  could 
be  only  a mere  furmife,  and  her  interference,  if  Ihe  really 
interfered,  muff  have  been  conducted  in  fo  fecret  a man- 
ner, as  not  to  have  been  difcovered.  Peter  himfelf  ex- 
culpated her ; openly  teftifying  that  Are  interceded  for 
his  foil’s  life,  and  requelted,  that,  inftead  of  being  put 
to  death,  he  might  be  confined  in  a convent.  Not  to 
mention  that  fuch  proceedings  militate  ftrongly  againlt 
the  well-known  humanity  of  Catharine  ; there  was  no 
occaiion  to  irritate  the  favage  temper  of  Peter,  too  much 
inclined  to  infliCl  the  levered:  punifiment  upon  his 

BalTewitz. 
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BOOK  -^vho  had  threatened  to  overturn  all  his  plans  of  re- 
»■  formation,  and  to  deftroy,  in  a moment,  that  valf  fabrick  of 
glory  and  power  which  he  had  employed  many  years  in 
erecSting.  The  monarch  who  could  himfelf  attend  the  in- 
flidion  of  torture,  who  had  occafionally  i>erformed  the  office 
of  executioner,  and  who  had  even  ordered  the  firft  partner 
of  his  bed  to  be  fcourged,  would  not  require  any  incitement 
-to  command  the  execution  of  that  fon,  whom  he  had 
publickly  ti^ated  with  the  moft  inhuman  ferocity. 

The  following  note.,  written  with  Peter’s  own  hand  to 
count  Romanzof,  who,  in  conjunction  with  count  Tolftoi, 
brought  the  unfortunate  Alexey  from  Naples,  will  ferve  to 
difplay  the  inflexible  fpirit  of  that  monarch,  who  forgot  the 
feelings  of  a father  in  his  anxiety  for  the  publick  good. 
“ 1 grant  you  the  ranks  of  major-general  and  lieutenant- 
“ general,  and  the  etfates  of  Alexander  Kikin  and  Kuril 
Matufkin  in  confideration  of  the  lignal  fervice  which 
“ you  have  juft  conferred,  not  only  upon  me,  but,  what  is 
more,  upon  your  country,  in  bringing  back  him,  who  by 
‘‘  birth  is  my  fon,  and,  by  his  aCtions,  the  enemy  of  his  fa- 
ther  and, of  his  country  t.” 

The  wife  of  Alexey,  Charlotte  Chriftina  Sophia,  whofe 
fate  has  already  been  briefly  related,  was  daughter  of  Louis 
Rhodolph  of  Brunfwick-Blankenburgh,  and  After  of  Eliza- 
beth Chriftina,  confort  of  the  emprefs  Charles  VI.  She 
was  born  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  1694,  efpoufed,  on  the 
25th  of  OClober,  1711,  at  Torgau,  the  tzarovitch  Alexey, 

* Two  of  Alexey’s  unfortunate  adhe-  f This  note,  which  has  not  yet  appeared 
rents,  who,  with  many  others,  were  cxe-  in  print,  was  communicated  to  me  by  a 
juted  upon  this  occafion.  RvifTIan  nobleman,  who  favoured  me  with 

a tranflatioii  from  the  original. 
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and  in  July  of  theenfuing  year  made  her  entrance  into  Pe- 
terfbnrgh  , — » 

Although  this  amiable  princefs  feems  to  have  been  the 
choice  of  Alexey,  who  faw  her  at  her  father’s  court,  yet  he 
always  treated  her  with  the  utmoft  negledt and  gave  up  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  his  favourite  milfrels  Euphro- 
fyne,  a Findlandifli  girl  of  the  lowed:  extra<5tion.  It  does 
not,  indeed,  appear,  that  the  prince  treated  her  in  that  in- 
human manner  as  is  reported  by  fome  writers,  namely,  that 
he  frequently  flruck  her  ; for  even  if  he  had  been  fuffici- 
ently  brutal  as  to  have  been  inclined  to  fuch  a condufl,  he 
would  have  been  reftrained  by  his  apprehenfions  of  his  fa- 
ther, who,  as  well  as  Catharine,  always  exprefTed  the  ftrongeft 
compaffion  for  her  wretched  lituation,  and  fliowed  her  con- 
flant  proofs  of  his  affedlion  and  regard.  Her  hufband’s  un*- 
conquerable  antipathy  feems  to  have  been  chiefly  derived 
from  his  fufpicions  that  fhe  lodged  complaints  againft  him 
to  the  emperor,  who  frequently  and  roughly  expoflulated 
with  him  on  this  inftance  of  his  ill-condu6t.  Unfortunately 
her  domeflick  uneaflnefs  was  increafed  by  Juliana  princefs 
of  Eaft-Friefsland,  who  accompanied  her  into  Ruflia,  to 
whom  flie  ufed  to  unbofom  her  grief  and  anxiety,  and  who 
imprudently  fanned  the  flame  inftead  of  ehdeavouring  to 
quench  it. 

The  fruits  of  this  ill-aflbrted  union  were  Natalia,  who 
was  born  at  Peterlburgh  in  17.14,  and  died  at  Molcow 
in  1728;  and  a prince,  afterwards  the  emperor  Peter  II. 
who  was  brought  into  the  world  on  the  23d  of  October,. 

1715. 

^ This  account  of  the  princefs  is  chiefly  “ chen  Kronpnnceffin/’' iii-Buf.  IliiKMag. 
taken  from  Muller’s  “ Von  der  Princeflin  XV.  p.  234.. 

^ von  Wolfenbuetid.als  ver  M'ahlten- ruffif/. 
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A few  clays  after  the  prince’s  birth,  the  confeqneiices  of  her 
delivery,  and  the  melancholy  which  had  long  preyed  upon 
her  frame,  hurried  her  prematurely  to  the  grave,  and  flie  ex- 
pired  on  the  2d  of  November,  in  the  21ft  year  of  her  age. 
The  approach  of  her  death  was  affeiling  to  ail  but  her  huh 
band  and  herfelf ; and  her  fpirit  had  been  fo  fubdued  by  af- 
flidtion,  that  flie  confidered  her  diflblution  as  a v/elcome  re- 
leafe  from  all  her  fufferings.  Impreffed  with  this  fentiment, 
file  faid  to  her  phylicians,  ‘‘  Do  not  torment  me  any  more, 
for  I will  li-ve  no  longer 

On  the  day  which  preceded  her  deceafe,  flie  di6lated  the 
following  petition  to  Peter  the  Great,  which  may  be  confi- 
dered as  her  will. 

“ The  moh  humble  and  laft  entreaties  from  the  under- 
written  to  his  imperial  majefty. 

I.  ‘‘  His  Imperial  majelfy  will  order  my  funeral  as  he 
fliall  think  proper.  I could  wifli,  neverthelefs,  that  my 
body  may  be  buried  in  a place  where  it  may  remain  un- 
diflurbed  until  the  fecond  coming  of  our  Saviour. 

II.  Both  my  beloved  children  I recommend  to  the  care 
and  affedlion  of  his  imperial  majefty,  my  gracious  father- 

“ i.i-law,  that  they  may  be  educated  according  to  their  birth 
and  ftation. 

III.  “ I leave  my  jewels  and  other  valuable  things  in  gold 
and  filver  to  my  children  ; and  a reafonable  part  of  my 

“ clothes  and  linen  to  my  coufin  the  princefs  of  Eaft-Friefs- 
“ land. 

IV.  I befeech  his  imperial  majefty  gracioufly  to  permit 
‘‘  thofe  perfons  who  accompanied  me  hither  to  return,  and 

to  defray  the  expence  of  their  journey. 


* Bruce’s  Memoirs, _p.  148, 
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5.  ‘‘  On  account  of  the  dearnels  of  this  place,  and  becaufe  chap. 
my  fervants  were  flrangers,  I hav^e  contracted  fome  debts,  - - , * ^ 

“ which  1 intreat  his  im^ierial  majefty  to  difcharge,  that  I 
may  be  remembered  with  honour,  and  that  no  unworthy 
reports  may  be  circulated  after  my  death.  The  fums, . 

“ which  the  crown  will  fave  by  my  deceafe,  may  be  em- 
ployed  in  difcharging  thefe  debts,  fince  it  is  God’s  will  that 
“ I depart  from  this  world  fo  prematurely  and  unexpedtedly. 

6.  “ My  unforefeen  and  untimely  death  is  alfo  the  caufe 
of  my  being  unable  to  recompence  my  domefticks,  who 

“ had  the  care  of  regulating  my  expences  ; and  as  I am  per- 
fe61ly  fatisfied  that  my  fecretaries  Cluver  and  John  Cle- 
ment,  who  had  charge  of  my  difburfements,  have  ferved- 
m.e  with  fidelity  and  honour,  I humbly  entreat  that  their  ' 
accounts,  which  have  receipts,  may  be  pafTed,  and  that  the. 
other  expenditures  may  be  admitted  upon  their  oath. 

“ I repofe  fuch  confidence  in  his  imperial  majefty,  that  I 
truft;  he  will  not  reject  this  my  laft  requeft,  more  particu- 
larly  when  I refledt  on  the  repeated  inftances  which  I have-- 
“ experienced  of  his  paternal  tendernefs  and  affedlion. 

‘‘  1 have  this  alfo  to  add,  that  my  death  is  not  fo  grievous 
to  me,  but  that  I am  much  concerned  to  leave  this  world  at 
‘‘  a time  when  his  imperial  majefty  is  indifpofed  ; a circum-- 
ftance  which  has  prevented  me  from  thanking  him  in  per- 
fon  for  the  frequent  proofs  I have  received  of  his  kind- 
“ nefs  and  regard.  May  the  Almighty  be  his  aid  and  pro- 
tedtor  ; and  may  he  add  thofe  years  to  his  life  which  arc 
taken  from  mine  ; which  I likewife  faithfully,  and  with 
“ my  whole  heart,  implore  for  her  majefty  the  emprefs ; 

“ and,  after  returning  my  acknowledgements  due  to  them 
“ for  the  repeated  inftances  of  their  love  and  goodnefs,  I ex- 
“ pire,  the  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  daughter  of  both 
“ their  majefties,  Charlotte  Christina  Sophia -b’' 

“ &t.  Peteifburgh,  061.  21,  Nov.  i,  N.  S.  1715.” 

* Muller  in  But.  XV.  p.  237, 
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It  is  a fufficient  proof  of  the  bad  terms  in  which  the  prin- 
cefs  lived  with  her  hufband,  that  flie  had  not  once  mentioned 
his  name,  unwilling,  perhaps,  to  difturb  her  lail  moments 
with  any  diftreffing  reliedlions.  Her  ardent  delire  to  fee  the 
emperor  before  die  expired,  was  gratified  Peter,  who  was  at 
Schluflelburgh  at  the  time  of  her  delivery,  had  fet  off  upon 
the  ffrft  news  of  that  intelligence  for  Peterfburgh ; but,  upon 
his  arrival  in  the  capital,  was  feized  with  a hidden  illnefs, 
which  confined  him  to  his  chamber.  Upon  perufing,  how- 
ever, the  affedlionate  exprellions  of  her  attachment,  he  was 
placed  upon  a machine  rolling  upon  wheels,  and  thus  con- 
veyed to  her  apartment.  Their  interview  was  awful : (lie  took 
leave  of  him  in  the  raoft  moving  language  and  affeding 
manner,  recommending  her  children  to  his  care,  and  her  fer- 
vants  to  his  protedion ; and  received  from  him  every  con- 
folation  wdiich  her  fituation  would  admit,  and  the  ftrongeft 
a-ffurances  that  all  her  wiffies  Ihould  be  fulfilled.  She  then 
embraced  her  children,  and,  having  bedewed  them  with 
tears,  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  her  hufband, 
whom  decency  obliged  to  be  prefent  at  this  tender  feene. 
After  having  fuffered  the  moft  acute  pains,  and  ffruggled 
with  fiiccceding  agonies,  flie  expired  at  midniglat 

She  died  a member  of  the  Lutheran  religion,  which  flie 
had  in  vain  been  folicited  to  renounce  ; and  nothing  conveys 
a ftronger  proof  of  the  high  elfeem  in  which  Ihe  was  held  by 
the  emperor,  than  that,  although  Ihe  had  not  embraced  the 
Greek  perfuafion,  her  remains  were  interred  in  a Ruffian 
church  : they  w’ere  depofited  on  the  8th  of  November  in 
the  cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  with  ail  the  funeral 
honours  due  to  her  exalted  ftation. 


'*  Muller  and  Erucc. 
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I have  beea  thus  particular  in  relating  the  principal  cir- 
cumftances  which  attended  the  death  of  this  princefs,  not  ^ 
only  becaufe  her  fate  is  interefting  to  every  feeling  mind,  but 
alfo  becaufe  a few  years  ago  there  appeared  in  France  the 
following  extraordinary  account  of  this  princefs.  Soon  after 
her  delivery,  as  the  emperor  happened  to  be  abfent  from  Pe- 
teriburgh,  the  perfuaded  fome  of  her  attendants  to  circulate 
a report  of  her  death  ; and  her  hufband,  who  had  paid  no  at- 
tention to  her  during  her  illnefs,  ordered  her  to  be  buried 
without  delay  : a piece  of  wood  was  fiibftituted  in  the  place 
of  the  body,  arid  interred  in  the  cathedral ; and  the  princefs 
made  her  efcape  into  France.  Apprehenfive  of  being  there 
difcovered,  flie  embarked  for  Louiliana,  where  the  married 
a French  ferjeant,  who  had  formerly  been  at  Peterfburgh,  to 
whom  file  bore  a daughter.  In  1752  flie  came  with  her 
hufband  to  Paris,  was  difcovered  as  flie  was  walking  in  the 
Thuilleries  by  marflial  Saxe,  w'ho  promifed  fecrecy,  and 
procured  a commiffion  for  her  hufband  in  the  Hie  of  Bour- 
bon. Having  loft  her  hufband  and  child,  flic,  in  1754,  re- 
turned to  Paris  with  a negro  woman.  The  bills  upon  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  which  flie  brought  in  her  huiband's 
name,  being  refufed  becaufe  flie  could  not  prove  herfclf  to 
be  his  wife,  a gentleman,  whom  flie  had  known  in  the  Ifle 
of  Bourbon,  offered  his  aftiftance,  which  the  declined.  She 
confeffed,  it  is  faid,  to  this  gentleman  her  real  chara6fer;  and 
from  him  the  author  of  the  account  pretends  to  have  re- 
ceived thefe  anecdotes ; adding,  that  Ihe  foon  afterwards 
difappeared,,  and  was  fuppofed  to  have  retired  to  the  court  of 
her  nephew  the  duke  of  Bruiifvvick.  In  this  wonderful 
narrative,  the  king  of  France  is  alfo  faid  to  have  privately 
acknowledged  her,  and  even  to  have  enjoined  the  governor 
of  the  Ifle  of  Bourbon  to  pay  her  thefe  honours  which  were 
due  to  her  rank.  It  is  added,  that  the  fame  monarch,  in  a 
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BOOK  letter  written  with  his  own  hand,  communicated  this  difco- 
V — , — - very  to  the  emprefs  of  Germany  (then  queen  of  Hungary),, 
who  thanked  the  king  for  his  intelligence,  and  immediately 
WTOte  to  the  fuppofed  princefs,  as  to  her  aunt ; advifed  her 
to  quit  her  hufband  and  child,  whom  the  king  of  France  had, 
promifed  to  provide  for,  and  invited  her  to  Vienna. 

Although  1 had  little  reafon  to  give  credit  to  an  anony- 
mous author,  and  the  whole  ftory  carries  with  it  the  air  of 
fidion,  I yet  made  it  the  fubjecl  of  my  refearches.  I.  found,., 
upon  inquiry,  that  the  ciicumftances  of  her  death  were' 
inch  as  could  not  be  doubted,  and  accorded  with  the  ac- 
counts which  I have  before  related  ; and  I was,  moreover,, 
informed  by  a Ruffian  nobleman  of  high  dffiindion,  that 
his  mother  attended  the  princefs  in  her  illnefs ; that  ffie  was 
a witnefs  to  her  laft  moments,  and  faw  herfelf  the  corpfe 
laid  in  Rate^  v/hen  perfons  of  all  ranks  were  admitted  to 
kifs  the  hand  of  the  deceafed 


In  L’Evefque’s  Hiftory  of  Riiffia  there 
is  an  ample  detail  of  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  this  anecdote  of  the  princefs’s  efcape  and 
adventures.  It  firft  made  its  appearance  in 
Richer’s  continuation  of  the  Abbe  Marcy’s 
Hiftoire  Moderne ; afterwards  in  Boffu’^s 
Nouveaux  Voyage  dans  r Amerique  Septen- 
trionale  ; and  lately  was  revived  in  “ Bieces 
intcrefTantes  et  peu  connues,  pour  fervir 
“ a rnidoire  in  which,  as  an  additional 
authority,  it  is  qualified  as  an  extradl  found 
among  the  papers  of  the  late  Duclos,  fecre- 
tary  of  the  Royal  Academy  and  Hiftorio- 
grapher  of  France.  The  anecdote,  like  ail 
other  dories  which  are  improved  in  their 
progrefs,  is  drefled  in  fomewhat  difierent 
diap'.-s;  in  one  the  name  of  the  hufband  's 
d’Auban,  in  the  other  Moldack  ; in  one  die 
marries  a third  time,  and  again  Ix-comcs  a 
V,  idow  : the  circumdances  of  her  cfc  qje  are 
alfo  vaiioufly  related,  and  in  all  with  the 
mod  cvidcut  marks  of  falfcbood,  and  abfo- 


lute  contradiction  to  the  mod  undoubted 
fadls  ; fuch  as  that  die  was  affided  in  her 
efcape  by  the  countefs  of  Koningfmark^. 
when, there  was  no  lady  of  that  name  about 
her  perfon,  or  at  Peterdsurgh  ; that  the 
body  of  the  princefs  was  interred  aimed  at 
the  iodant  of  her  deceafe,  and  without  any 
funeral  honours ; that  Peter  I.  was  not  at 
Peterfburgh  when  die  died  ; that  die  was- 
brought  to  bed  before  her  time  of  a prin- 
cefs, with  many  other  fimllar  adertions, 
which  fcarcely  deferve  any  ferious  refuta- 
tion. The  reader,  who  is  defirous  of  fur- 
ther information  upon  thefubjeft,  is  referred 
to  L’Evcfque  Flidoire  de  Rufiie,  Tom.  IV. 
p.  384  — 389  ; and  to  tlie  latter  part  of 
Muller’s  account.  Von  der  Princefl'en  von 
Wolfcnbuttel  in  Buf.  Hid.  M g.  XV.  p. 
239  10241. — An  extract  alfo  ol  the  prin- 
cipal circumdances  of  this  dory  is  given  in 
the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  and  from  thence 
is  inferted  in  the  Annual  Regifler  for  177b. 
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Catalogue  of  the  principal  Books  cited  in  the  Courfe  of  . 
this  Work,  with  their  Pxeferences. 


A.  Antidote,  &c.  to  a Book,  entitled  A Journey 

into  Siberia,  made  in  MUCCLXI,  fttc. 
by  the  Abbe  Chappe  d’Auteroche,  1771. 

Antidote  to  the  Abbe  Chappe. 

B.  Ruffifehe  Bibhothek  von  Hartw.  Ludw. 

ChrilU  Bachmeifter  1772 — 1782. 

Bachmeifter’s  Ruff.  Bib. 

B.  Memoirs  of  Peter  Henry  Bruce,  Efq;  &c. 

London,  1782.  Bruce^s  Memoirs. 

B.  Effai  fur  la  Bibliothcque  et  le  Cabinet  dc 
Curiohtes  et  d’Hiftoirc  Naturclle  dc  I’A- 
cademie  dcs  Sciences  dc  St.  Pcterlbourg, 
par  Jean  Bachmeiffer,  1776. 

B.  Bul'ching’s  Hiftorifehes  und  Geographifehes 

Magazin,  17  vol.  B.  H.  M. 

Neue  Erdbefehreibung.  Buf.  Erd.  Bcf. 

C.  Hiffoire  D’Eric  XIV.  Roi  de  Suede  traduite 

du  Suedois  de  Mr.  Olaf  Celfius,.  &c. 
1777. 

Gefchichte  Koenig-  Guftavs  des  Erflen  von 
Olas  Celfio — Aus  dem  Schwedifehen 
TJcberzctzt,  2 vol.  8vo.  1753. 

C.  Bibliotheca*  .Upfalieufis  Hilloria  Auftore 
CeHio,  1745.  Hift.  Bib.  L'p. 

C.  Connor's  Hiflory  of  Poland,  2 vo-l.  8vo. 

Connor. 

C.  Rcglemcnts  dc  Catharine  II.  Pour  TAd*. 
miniftraiion  dcs  Gouverncments  de  I’Em- 
pirc  des  Rulile.s,  1778.. 

Reglcments  de  Catharine. 
C.  Inftruftion  dc  Catharine  II.  Pour  la  Com- 
million  Ciiargt-e  dc  dreffer  Ic  ptojet  d’un 
Nouveau  Code  de  I.oix,  1769. 

Inftrudlion  de  Catharine. 
C.  Memoires  pour  fervir  a la  Connoiffance  des 
Affaires  Politiques  et  Economiques  du 
Royaume  de  Suede  jufqu’a  la  lin  de  1775 
me  Annee,  by  Cantzler,  2 Vols.  4to. 

Canizicr. 

C.  Voyages  and  Travels  tlwough  the  Rtiflian 
Empire,  Tartary,  and  Part  pf  the  King- 
dom of  Perfia,  by  John  Cook,  M.  D.  at 
HamiUon,  2 vols.  8vo.  1778! 

C.  Cronrerus  Dc  Origine  et  Rebus  Geftis  Polo- 
norum.  Cromer. 

C.  A Relation  of  thicc  Embaflics  from  His  Sa- 
cred iSIajcftic  Charles  II.  to  the  Great 
Duke  of  Mofcovic,  the  King  of  S veden, 
and  the  King  of  Denmark.  Performed 
by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earle  of  Carlifk 

Vo  I..  I. 


in  the  Yeari  1663  >664 — 1669. 

Carlifle’s  Embaffy. 

C.  Coyer’s  Hiftoire  de  Jean  Sobiefici,  3 vol.  il; 

V'ic  de  Sobiefici. 

D.  Dlugoflius — Hiftoria  Polonica  Libri  XIII. 

Dlugofs.  and  Dlugoflius. 

D.  Olof  Dahlins  Gefchichte  dcs  Reiches  Sweden 
aus  dem  Swedifehen  ueberfetzt,  IV.  vol. 
4to,  1756 — 1763.  Dahlin, 

F.  Hiflory  of  Ruffia,  &c.  by  Giles  Fletcher,. 

fbmetime  Fellow  of  King’s  College  in 
Cambridge,,  and  employed  in  the  Engliflr 
EmbaHiei59r.  Fletcher. 

G.  Samuel  Gottlieb  Gmclin’s  Reifc  durch 

Ruffland  zur  untcrfuechung  der  drev 
Naturrciche,  HI.  Vol.  4to,  1770 — 1774. 

Gmelin’s  Peife. 

G.  Gordon’s  Hiflory  of  Peter  the  Great,  2 Vols. 

8vo.  Gordon; 

H.  Hallway’s  Travels. 

H.  Ludwig  Frcyhcim  von  Holbdrg  Daenifche 
Reichs  Hilloric  ins  Deutfehe  ueberfetzt, 
IV.  vol.4to.  i 757_i7,;q.  Holbcrg. 
H.  Herbcrllein’s  Rerum  Mofcoviticarum  Com- 
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